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Temperatures  during  the  first  half  of  December  averaged  very  close  to 
normal,  but  the  last  half  was  unseasonably  warm,  averaging  ten  degrees  above 
normal*  Little  snow  fell,  and  at  no  time  during  the  month  was  there  more 
than  three  inches  on  the  ground*  For  the  most  part,  precipitation  was  in  the 
form  of  rain,  and  this,  coupled  with  the  unseasonably  warm  temperatures,  kept 
navigation  open  throughout  the  month;  the  last  departure  was  on  the  27th,  the 
last  arrival  on  the  31st  (a  new  record)*  The  weather  was  also  reflected  in 
unusually  late  dates  for  such  birds  as  Killdeer,  Flicker,  Catbird,  Ruby- 
crowned  Knight,  Myrtle  Warbler,  Northern  Yellowthroat ,  and  White- throated 
Sparrow#  We  were  well-nigh  overwhelmed  with  records  of  Snowy  Owls*  In  add¬ 
ition  to  the  dofinito  records  listed  in  detail  below,  scores  of  owls  were 
shot  by  misguided  hunters  and  farmers  all  over  the  territory#  It  will  pro¬ 
bably  be  impossible  to  collect  all  these  records,  but  through  newspaper 
articles,  taxidermists,  and  the  many  acquaintances  of  our  members,  we  hope  to 
accumulate  as  much  information  as  possible*  Some  idea  of  the  great  number  of 
these  owls  which  have  invaded  the  area  may  bo  gained  from  Stanley* s  statement 
that  "over  thirty  havo  been  killed  in  the  county  (Chautauqua)”,  and  Hiller's 
report  of  "eighteen  (minimum)  shot  in  Panama  (Chautauqua  county)  and 
vicinity”*  Another  first  record  for  the  territory  was  supplied  by  the  Black- 
headed  Gull  seen  on  the  Christmas  census#  Anyono  contemplating  making  a  list 
of  all  the  species  and  subspecies  of  gulls  soon  on  the  Niagara  frontier 
should  be  sure  to  call  it  a  "Preliminary  List"#  Although  the  number  was  .al¬ 
ready  imposing,  two  new  speaios  woro  addod  in  1949# 
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Noteworthy  Rocords 


Records  from  22nd  to  end  of  month  from  Bird  Island, 
Fort  Erie,  Ont#,  Niagara  Gorge,  and  Lake  Chautauqua* 
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Gad  wall 

Doc 

.  18; 22 

2;1 

Goat  Island 

Andrle,  Gamble, 

• 

Mitchell,  Vaughan 

King  Eider 

If 

10.12, 

,22  1,2*2 

Bird  Island 

Schaffnor,  Filor 

American  Scoter 

n 

24  L 

_  •  ■ 

j. 

Buffalo  waterfront 

Mitchell 

Killdoer 

« 

12,31 

2,4 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Stanley 

Kumlion*  s  Gull 

it 

6«'31 

1 

Niagara  Fails 

Mitchell, Savage, 

et  al 

Gt.  Black-b.  Gull 

it 

18 

20  (max 

)Port  Maitland,  Ont 

•White 

Little  Gull 

it 

12,22 

1 

Bird  Island 

Schaffnor,  Filor 

it 

29 

1  adul 

t  "  " 

Schaffner 

Snowy  Owl 

it 

9,19 

1,1  (not  same  individual) 

ft*  of  Porter  Ave* 

Thorpe 

H 

mid 

2  shot 

• 

9 

3  seen 

Dcwittvillo 

Taylor  rep*  Parker 

It 

15.20 

1 

Donnelly* s  Pier 

Mitchell 

It 

22 

2 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Andrle 

II 

24,31 

1- 

Squaw  Island  dump 

Mitchell 

It 

27 

1 

Tifft  Street 

Mitchell 

II 

29 

1 

North  Tonawanda 

Mitchell 

II 

29 

1 

Holland 

Verrill 

(Soc  "The 

Month"  above) 

it 

30 

1 

LaSalle  Quarry 

Rosche 

it 

31 

1 

Strawberry  Island 

Mitchell,  Savage, 

Almcndingor 

Barred  Owl 

it 

11 

1 

Emery  Pr  rk 

Knox 

Belted  Kingfisher 

at 

least  5 

wintering 

within  15  mile 

diameter  around 

Glean 

Eaton 

Flicker 

i» 

15,31 

1 

Aid  on 

Wolfling 

Red«*br.  Nuthatch 

n 

17 

1 

Chestnut  Ridgo 

Mitchell  et  al. 

n 

28 

1 

Jamestown 

Lenna 

n 

29 

1 

Tifft  Street 

Tosche,  Woldman 

Winder  Wren 

it 

3 

1 

Tifft  Street 

Rosche 

H 

17,22 

1 

Fluvanna 

Powers,  Lenna 

Catbird 

II 

mid 

1 

at  feeder. 

Jamestown 

Sundin  rep*Parkor 

Ruby-cr,  Kinglet 

It 

6 

1 

Bonavcnturo 

College  Campus 

Eaton 

It 

26,29 

2 

at  feeder. 

Jamostown 

Sundin  rep.Lonnna 

Northern  Shriko 

1! 

3 

1 

Tifft  Street 

Rosche 

tt 

9 

1 

Grand  Island 

Thorpe 

It 

17 

1 

Snyder 

Gamble 

11 

23 

1 

Frowsburg 

Sundoll 

II 

29 

1 

Bushvillo 

Beardsloo 

Myrtle  Warble  r 

II 

31 

1 

Aid  on 

Wolfling 

Ho*  Yellow-throat 

Nov 

•  19 

1 

Jamostown 

Lenna 

Bronzed  Grackle 

Dec 

.  17 

1 

Frowsburg 

Sundcll 

Cowbird 

it 

10 

1 

Fluvanna 

Lenna,  Powers 

tt 

17 

3 

E*  Hamburg 

Mitchell  et  al* 

H 

22 

1 

Frowsburg 

Sundoll 

Evening  Grosbeak 

It 

27,28 

16,18 

Jamestown 

Lenna,  Powors 

Common  Redpoll 

It 

3 

2 

Fluvanna 

Powers 

It 

3,28 

2,1 

Jamostown 

Lonna 

Pine  Siskin 

II 

10 

6 

Duffcrin  Is0,  Ont. 

Mitchell  ot  al* 

It 

17 

30 

Emery  Park 

Mitcholl  ct  al# 

It 

28 

50 

Stillwater 

Simms 

It 

31 

3 

Niagara  Loop 

Mitchell,  Savage, 

Almond ingor 
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Red  Crossbill 
Orogon  Junco 
Whito-thr#  Sparrow 
Swamp  Sparrow 


Dee,  23 
"  3,10,11L 

"  22 
*'  10,27 


3  Fluvanna 

1  Fluvanna 

1  Jamestown 

1  Fluvanna 


Powers,  Lerna 
Powers,  Lonna  et  a 

Lonna 

Powers 


Total  number  of  forms  scon  during  the  year  -  274,  (not  final) 


This  figure  derived  by  counting  all  identified  species,  subspecies,  and 
named  hybrids  (Brewster* s  and  Lawrenco*s  Warblers)#  Two  other  hybrids  were  ro- 
cordod  (Blue-Snow  Goose  and  Mallard-Blaclc  Duck)  but  arc  not  included  in  the 
number#  Previous  total  273 

New  for  month  1 
TOTAL  274 
Total  for  1948-  255 
Total  for  1947-  260 
Total  for  1946-261 

Final  figure  will  be  announced  by  statisticians  in  an  early  issue. 


21st  B,0.S,  Christmas  Count  -  December  26,  1949 

Territory  -  Covered  Grand  Island,  both  branches  of  Niagara  River  from  Buffalo 
harbor  to  the  Gorge  below  the  Falls,  Konmoro,  Tonawanda,  North  Tonawanda, 
Bcrgholtz,  parts  of  Niagara  Falls,  N.Y,  and  Ontario,  Fort  Eric,  Ontario,  and 
all  included  parks  and  waterways. 

Weather  -  Intermittent  showers  during  morning  hours,  overcast  during  noon  hours, 
heavy  to  light  rains  thru out  afternoon.  Temp,  40-50°  F#j  wind  S.-S,W,  10-20 
m,p,h.  Ground  too  wot  for  efficient  coverage  of  territories  by  foot;  -somo  of 
tho  smaller  roads  impassable  by  car,  lee  on  Burntship  Crook,  other  rivers  and 
streams  open;  Gorge  below  Falls  open# 

Coverage  -  58  observers  in  16  field  parties  and  5  local  spots,  133  hours  of  ob¬ 
servation  from  dawn  until  dark;  total  number  of  miles  570,  of  which  79  on  foot 
and  1  by  boat. 

Territories  and  Observers 

A,  Canadian  side  of  Niagara  River  from  Buffalo  harbor  to  the  Falls  -  J, Savage, 
Mr,  and  Mrs,  J,  Creighton, 

B,  Lako  Eric  shore  from  Poaco  Bridge  to  Holona  Road,  inland  botween  Niagara 
Boulevard  and  approximately  Queon  Elizabeth  Road  to  Niagara  Falls  and  the 
Gorge  -  B, Nathan,  J,  Filor,  R,  Byron,  D,  Frederick 

C,  American  shore  of  East  Niagara  River  north  of  Peace  Bridge  to  Tonawanda 
Creek  and  east  to  Military  Rd,  -  H,Mitchcll,  C,  Knox,  R,  Wagner,  P,Sutor, 

D,  Buffalo  and  Kcnmorc  oast  of  Military  Rd#,  south  of  Sheridan  Dr,,  west  of 
Niagara  Falls  Blvd,  and  Main  St#,  north  of  Porter  and  North  Streets  - 
Mario  Wend ling,  Margaret  Wondling, 

E,  Tonawandas  south  of  Eric  Ave,,  East  of  Military  Rd,,  north  of  Sheridan 
Dr,,  West  of  Niagara  Falls  Blvd,,  Tonawanda  Island  -  Rn  Andrle,  F,M,  Row, 

F0  Am,  shore  of  East  Niagara  River  from  Erio  Ave,  in  North  Tonawanda  to 
Grand  Island  Bridge  in  Niagara  Falls;  inland  to  Eric  Ave,,  Shawnee  Rd,, 
Lockport  Road,  Military  Rd0,  64th  St,  -  Mr,  and  Mrs,  A,C,  Brottlo, 

D,  Brcttle,  F.Tryon,  A,  Eeilborn, 
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G,  Niagara  Falls,  N,Y «  west  of  64th  St*,  south  of  Military  and  Lockport  Rds., 
river  shore  from  Grand  Island  Bridge  to  Rainbow  Bridge  -  Mr.  and  Mrs* 

Ed  Ulrich,  Mrs.  Lovclaoc. 

'  ' " ”  T  '  '  t 

H*  Vtf.M*  Roger son* s  feeding  station  in  Niagara  Falls,  N.Y* 

I,  Grand  Island  south  of  Fix  Road--  Mr*  and  Mrs*  H»  Axtell, 

J*  Grand  Island  north  of  Fix  Rd.,  south  of  Staley  Rd.,  southwost  of  Blvd*  - 
Tvm*  C.  Vaughan,  M,L,  Emerson,  E*  Faul,  E.  Minds  or* 

K.  Grand  Island  north  of  Staley  Rd,,  west  of  Baseline  Rd*,  south  of  Bedell 
Rd*  -  Mr.  and  Mrs.  R*G*  Griffin  and  son  David,  E.  Melberg. 

L*  Grand  Island  cast  of  Basclino  Rd*,  south  of  Bcdoll  Rd.,  wost  of  Stony  Pt. 
Rd*,  south  of  Y.hitchavcn  Rd*,  north  of  Staley  Rd,,  northeast  of  Blvd*  - 
W,W,  Brockner,  R.  McCann, 

M,  Grand  Island  north  of  '  'hitohaven  Rd*,  oast  of  Stony  Pt,  Rd*,  south  of 
Ransom  Rd,  -  Mr.  and  Mrs*  M*  Klabunde  and  son  Philip,  C. Bishop,  Y/.Koch, 

N*  Grand  Island  cast  of  Basclino  Rd,  and  Woods  Creek,  north  of  Bedell  and 
Ransom  Rds,  -  E*  Soober,  L.Wondt,  I.Woldman,  Mr*  and  Mrs*  K.Eschclman, 
R*Roscho,  Yin,  Almondingcr,  A.Kommitscr,  H*  and  R,  MacIntyre,  Mr*  and  Mrs* 
Um,  Wallace, 

0,  Grand  Island  north  of  Bedell  Rd.,  wost  of  Basclino  Rd.  and  'woods  Creek -- 
C*  Wolfling* 

P*  Navy  Island  -  D*  Ganblo,  A,  Schaffncr,  C*doLeouw 
Birds  Recorded  -  70  spocics  and  24,  142  individuals,  as  follows* 


Species 

No. 

Partios 

Species 

No, 

Parties 

Common  Loon 

3 

B 

Ho  mod  Gr  cbo 

3 

A,B 

Pied-billed  Grobe 

5 

B 

Gr0Bluc  Heron 

2 

C,E 

Bl*-cr.  Night  Horon 

c# 

D(8),0 

Mallard 

352 

sovcral 

Black  Duck 

I486 

sevoral 

Gadwall 

1 

N 

Baldpate 

9 

G,  I 

Pintail 

30 

I,N(28) 

Green-Wo  Teal 

3 

N 

Vood  Duck 

1 

N 

Rodhoad 

6 

A 

Canvas-back 

2519 

sevoral 

Groatcr  Scaup  Duck 

1337 

several 

Lossor  Scaup  Duck 

15 

B(12),I 

Am,  Golden-eye 

4885 

sevoral 

Buff lo-hoad 

71 

sevoral 

Old- squaw 

201 

several 

King  Eidor 

1 

A 

White-winged  Scotor 

5 

A,C, G, 0 

Ruddy  Duck 

1 

A 

Hoodod  Merganser 

8 

B(6),G,I 

Am,  Morgans or 

1301 

sovcral 

Red-breasted  Merganser 

127 

several 

Rod- tailed  Hawk 

12 

sevoral 

Rough- legged  Hawk 

7 

K,MjN,0 

Bald  Eaglo 

2 

0  (near 

Marsh  Hawk 

11 

K,M,N 

Navy  Island) 

Sparrow  Hawk 

51 

14  parti 

os 

Ring-nocked  Phoasant 

94 

sovcral 

Glaucous  Gull 

1 

A 

Iceland  Gull 

1 

B 

Great  Black-backed 

Gull  45 

sevoral 

Herring  Gull 

3414 

several 

Ring— bill od  Gull 

295 

several 

Black-headed  Gull 

1 

Soober 

Bonapartors  Gull 

2223 

sevoral 

in 

Territory  I 

Rock  Dove 

4 (wild) 

B,H 

Mourning  Dove 

48 

B,  G,N 

(44) 

Scrooch  Owl 

2 

I,N 

Great  Horned  Owl 

7 

I,N(4)P 
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Spocios 

No. 

Parties 

Species 

No. 

Parties 

Snowy  Owl 

4 

a,e,¥ 

Golden-crcwnod  Kinglot  6 

A,G,P 

Long-oared  Owl 

3 

N 

Northern  Shrike 

4 

F,H,M,N 

Short-ear od  Owl 

10 

M(8),N 

Starling 

2047 

all  oxcopt 

Boltod  Kingfisher 

5 

A,G,N 

P 

Flicker 

1 

P 

English  Sparrow 

2328 

M  ft  11 

Hairy  A'oodpockcr 

2 

H,N 

Meadowlark 

1 

M 

Do\vny  Yfoodpockor 

24 

sovoral 

Rod-wing 

1 

N 

Bluo  Jay 

44 

sovoral 

Cardinal 

16 

a,b,e,f,i. 

Am.  Crow 

141 

scvoral 

M(6),N 

Black-Capped  Chickadoe 

248 

all  parties'  Purplo  Finch 

3 

I 

'..hi to— breasted  Nuthatch 

29 

several 

Goldfinch 

4 

H,N 

Rcd-broastod  Nuthatch 

1 

M 

Savannah  Sparrow 

l(singing)  N 

Brown  Creeper 

28 

sovoral 

Slato-colorod  Junco 

53 

B,E,H 

Robin 

4 

F,M 

Tree  Sparrow 

521 

several 

Fiold  Sparrow 

3 

I 

Song  Sparrow 

11 

B,C,I,N 

Comments  on  B.O.S,  21st  Christmas  Count 


In  spite  of  the  very  wet  woather,  a  record  number  of  58  observers  participated.  This 
was  vory  gratifying  to  tho  leader  and  rosuifc  ed  in  a  record  high  number  of  specios 
(7i)  and  within  a  few  percent  of  last  year's  record  high  figure  for  individual 
number  of  birds  (about  24,143).  The  mild  weather  undoubtedly  accounted  for  some  of 
the  noteworthy  records.  New  species  for  tho  yoar  woro  threo:  1  Savannah  Sparrow 
(singing)  observed  by  Soober,  3  Fiold  Sparrows  observod  by  Axtcll,  and  1  immaturo 
Black-headod  Gull  -  a  wanderor  from  Europe  -  rccordod  by  Soebor  in  Axtoll's 
territory.  High  records  were*  5  Piod-billcd  Grobos,  9  Bl.-cr.  Night  Herons,  9 
Baldpatcs,  51  Sparrow  Hawks,  295  Ringbilled  Gulls,  48  Mourning  Dovos  (44  by  Soober), 

4  Snowy  Owls,  10  Short-oared  Owls,  2328  English  Sparrows*  and  among  the  common  ducks t 
Mallards  (352),  Canvasbacks  (2519),  Am.  Goldon-eyes  (4885),  and  /in.  Mergansers  (1301). 
Redheads,  Greater  Scaups,  Phoasants,  and  tho  V/oodpockors  had  a  poor  showing.  Other 
noteworthy  records  for  the  season  werot  1  Gadwall  (Sccbor),  3  Groon-wingod  Toals 
( Soober),  1  V/ood  Duck  (Soober),  1  King  Eidor  (Savago),  1  Ruddy  duck  (Creighton),  1 
Glaucous  Gull  (Savage),  1  Icoland  Gull  (Nathan),  3  Purple  Finches  (Axtcll),  Other 
roports  within  5  days  of  count  wore*  .American  Scoter,  Kumlien,s  Gull,  Little  Gull, 
Coder  Y/axwing,  and  Pino  Siskin* 

January  4,  1949  Axe 1  Hoilborn _ 


Subject*  BLACK-HEADED  GULL 


Buffalo,  N.Y. 

Christmas  Bird  Count 
December  26,  1949 

An  immature  blaek-hcadod  gull  was  observed  and  recorded  for  tho  first  time  in 
this  territory  on  Deconbor  26,  1949  during  the  annual  Christmas  Count,  Location: 
Niagara  River  at  south  ond  of  Grand  Island,  just  outside  Beaver  Island,  Observer: 
Edward  L.  Soobor  and  party.  On  subsequent  days  several  observers  tried  in  vain  to 
ro-locato  tho  obsorvod  gull.  E.L.  Soobor  writes  regarding  tho  observation  as 
f ollows* 

Ttwhilo  looking  over  several  gulls  at  Boaver  Island,  ono  individual  caught  my 
oyo  as  it  stood  on  a  rock  some  200  feet  away.  Tho  plumage  was  similar  to  that  of  an 
immature  Bonaparte* s  gull  but  it  was  not  quite  tho  sono  color.  The  size  of  tho  bird 
was  definitely  larger  than  that  of  Bonaparte's  gulls  which  wore  in  front  of  it  in 
tho  water.  It  was  smaller  than  the  ring-billed  gulls  and  soemod  at  loast  halfway 
botween  tho  size  of  the  two  spccios;  porhaps  closor  to  tho  sizo  of  a  laughing  gull 
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than  to  any  othor,  Tho  plumage  tc.s  sonowhat  norc  yellowish  brawn  than  the  corn- 
par  able-  plumage  of  the  Bonaparte’s  gulls,  '."hen  it  strctchod  its  wings  (and  whon 
it  later  f lew )  the  underwing  was  very  dark  on  the  primaries  and  primary  coverts. 
By  using  a  34  power  toloscopc,  it  was  possible  to  soo  tho so  things  cloarly*  Be¬ 
tween  myself  and  my  party  of  six,  we  studied  the  bird  with  this  tcloscopo  for 
about  30  minutes.  It  was  ovidont  that  the  bill  was  much  longor  and  more  pointed 
than  on  a  Bonaparte’s  gull*  Tho  bill  was  yello w  for  tho  first  half  or  more,  and 
the  remainder  was  black  to  tho  tips.  This  loft  no  reasonable  doubt  that  this  was 
an  immaturo  blaok-hoaded  gull.  Thoso  samo  observations  wore  concurred  in  by  tho 
othor  six  members  of  my  party.  (Signed)  Ed  Soobor” 

01 pan  Christmas  Census 

01 oan,  N.Y.  -  (center  of  city  along  Allegheny  River  SE  to  Pennsylvania  State 
line,  west  to  Vanda lia,  south  to  Knapp  Crook,  north  to  Hinsdale);  Dee.  31 j 
woather  cloar  in  morning,  cloudy  in  afternoon;  min.  temp#  20,  max.  38;  wind  Mil 
1-7  m.p.h.j  ground  frozen  but  baro  of  snow  (oven  on  tops  of  highest  ridges); 
Allegheny  River  and  its  largor  tributaries  open  but  smaller  ponds  and  streams 
frozon  over;  7  a.m.  to  5  p.m.;  7  observers  in  3  parties;  total  hours  18;  11 
milos  on  foot,  40  milos  by  car. 

Black  crowned  night  heron,  1;  sparrow  hawk,  2;  ruffed  grousG,  3;  ring-nocked 
phoasant,  1;  rock  dove,  45;  belted  kingfisher,  3;  piloatod  woodpockor, , 1;  hairy 
woodpecker,  5;  downy  wd odpeckor,  6;  blue  ^ay,  llj  An.  crow,  3;  black-cappod 
chickadee,  89;  whitc-bf castod  nuthatch,  10;  red-breasted  nuthatch,  2;  brown 
crcoper,  6;  robin,  1;  go Id on- crowned  kinglot,  1;  starling,  246;  English  sparrow, 
180;  cardinal  7;  pino  siskin,  6;  An.  goldfinch,  5;  slate-colored  junco,  13;  troo 
sparrow,  79;  song  sparrow,  2.  Total  25  species;  about  723  individuals.  Robert 
Andrlo,  Stephen  17*  Eaton,  Donald  "rial  i  ok,  Vincent  Mali  ok,  Bernard  Nathan,  Richard 
Rosche,  Trillion  C.  Vaughan*  (35%  cleared  land  in  valleys,  45%  mixed  coniferous- 
deciduous  forost  on  slopes,  20%  stream  border)* 

Janos town  Christmas  Census 


Janos  town,  N.Y.  -  (center  of  town  north  to  Gorry,  cast  to  Poland,  south  to 
Riverside;  deciduous  woods  29%,  coniferous  woods  11%,  nixed  deciduous  and  con¬ 
iferous  woods  17%,  swampland  6%,  fields  17%,  streams  and  rivers  8%,  narshos  4%, 
city  suburbs  8%).  —  Dee.  27;  7:00  a.m.  to  5:15  p.m.  Cloudy  and  mild  with 
occasional  showors  totaling  about  l/4  in.;  tomp*  35  to  50;  wind  SVV,  5-20  m.jb.h,; 
ground  baro;  most  water  complotoly  open*  Seven  observers  in  4  parties.  Total 
hours,  23  (14  on  foot,  9  by  car);  total  miles,  73  (29  on  foot,  44  by  oar). 

Sharp-shinned  Hawk,  2;  Rough-legged  Hawk,  1;  Sparrow  Hawk,  3;  Ruffod  Grouse,  1; 
Ring-nocked  Phoasant,  3;  Horring  Gull,  138  (ost.);  Ring-billod  Gull,  1;  Snowy 
Owl,  1  (seen  at  long  range  in  tree  near  largo  marsh  —  C.B.,  R.A.S.,  R.H.S.); 
Belted  Kingfisher,,  1;  Hairy  Aoodpockcr,  1;  Downy  Woodpockor,  6;  Blue  Jay,  14; 
Black-capped  Chickadee,  86;  Whitc-breastod  Nuthatch,  8;  Red-broastod  Nuthatch, 

13;  Brown  Creepor,  11;  Ruby-crowned  Kinglet,  1  (satisfactorily  identified;  reg¬ 
ular  victor  at  fcodor  in  Jamestown;  still  present  Jan.  8  —  Mrs*  G.S.);  Starling, 
611;  Northern  Yell owthr oat ,  1  (soon  and  hoard  in  la rge  marsh  —  R.A.S.,  R.H.S*); 
English  Sparrow,  325;  Brown-hoaded  Cowbird,  2;  Cardinal,  5;  Evoning  Grosbeak, 

18  (seen  and  heard  in  Jonestown  —  P.L.,  D.P.);  Common  Redpoll,  1;  Pine  Siskin, 
50;  Goldfinch,  7;  Slatc-colorod  Junco,  55;  Tree  Sparrow,  95;  Swamp  Sparrow,  2; 
Song  Sparrow,  6.  Total,  30  species;  1469  individuals*  —  C.Bcal,  P*Lonna, 

D*  Powers,  G.  Simms,  R.A.Sundcll,  and  R.H.  Sundcll,  Mrs.  G.  Sundin. 
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NOTES 

Reports  from  Rochester  and  vicinity,  as  reported  by  k.L.G.  Edson,  include  many 
interesting  rocords,  as  follows s 

V.rook  ending  Dc comber  2?  Rod* throated  Loon,  Holbocllts  Grebe,  Gannet,  Gadwall, 
Shovollcr,  Turkey  Vulture,  Poctoral  and  Red-backed  Sandpipors,  Little  Gull,  Brown- 
capped  Chickadee  (socn  at  Feeding  Station  in  Long  Moadow,  Pittsford,  all  month). 
Bluebird,  Pipit,  Redwing,  Bronzed  Gracklc,  and  Field  Sparrow* 

V.'ook  ending  Docombcr  9:  Canada  Goose,  Bluo  Goose,  Mood  Duck,  Ruddy  Back,  Hooded 
ifcrgnnscr,  Pigeon  Hawk,  Coot,  Killdocr,  an  unusually  late  Red  Phalarope,  Flecker, 
Robin,  Northern  and  Iligrant  Shrikes,  Myrtle  karblcr,  Meadowlark,  Cowbird  and  Pine 
Siskin* 

cok  onding  Doccnbcr  23:  Common  Loon,  Hornod  Grebe,  Groat  Blue  Horon,  Red-bellied 
'.'oodpcckor  (noar  Scottsvillc)  and  Swanp  Sparrow. 

Wook  ending  Docombcr  30:  Many  of  the  birds  above  mentioned,  plus  Pied-billed 
Grebe,  Mourning  Dove,  Snowy  Owl,  Red-breasted  Nuthatch,  V.inter  ViTron,  Catbird, 

Codar  uoxwing,  Purple  Finch,  Pine  Grosbeak,  Gold  Finch,  and  '..hitc- throated  Sparrow. 

Genoral  Notes 

t 

It  v/ill  bo  appreciated  if  all  records  of  Snowy  Owl  are  turnod  in,  stating 
date,  location,  whether  dark,  modiun  or  light  in  color,  and  if  alive  or  doad* 

Any  roport  of  numbers  mounted  by  taxido mists  is  also  of  interest.  Y/o  ask  this 
for  Dr.  Gordon  M*  Meade,  who  is  trying  to  obtain  a  complete  record  of  the  migra¬ 
tion  of  the  Snowy  Owl  in  New  York  State  this  wintor* 

Note 


Me  now  have  reprints  of  missing  back  numbers  of  the  Prothonotary*  These  aro 
now  available  to  any  person  wishing  to  complete  thoir  files  and  may  bo  had  by 
sonding  15  cents  por  copy  to  the  Treasurer,  Kathryn  Praomassing,  86  Linden  Avenue, 
Buffalo  14,  New  York 


Futuro  Events 


Hooting s 

Vie dn os day  Fob*  22  —  ,P*M«  Humboldt  Room  Buffalo  Museum  of  Scionco* 

Program  Debate  —  Lifo  Zones  &  Niches  of  our  Territory  -  relative  to  Bird  Life* 
By  Beardsloo,  Chairman,  Axtoll,  Nathan,  Scebcr,  Vaughan* 

Field  Trips 

Sunday,  Feb*  12  —  To  Grand  Island  —  Yin •  Vau ghan ,  leader  (Pa*  0384) 

I'oot  at  Dolawaro  and  Hortol  Avenues  at  8|00  A*M* 

Sunday,  Fob*  19  —  To  Buffalo  Harbor,  Tifft  St.,  Hamburg  and  vicinity  -  Leaders 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  R*  Gardinor  Griffin  (Em*  1680) 

Moot  at  (l)  Shelton  Sq*  at  Eric  Co.  Bank  Bldg,  at  8*00  A.M. 

(2)  Michigan  Avc*  &  Furhman  Blvd*  at  8:30  A.M. 

Sunday,  Feb.  26  —  To  Tifft  St.  &  Loko  shore  to  Irving  -  Loader*  km.  Almindingor 

Moot  at  City  Hall  at  8*00  A.M. 


Noto 

The  Program  Committee  plans  to  have  in  the  mail,  a  complete  schedule  of  tho 
meetings  and  fiold  trips  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  for  1950  before 
tho  end  of  the  month.  Ed* 
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.uudubon  Society  Schedule 
Meetings 

Thursday,  March  2nd*  6:30  P.K,  r.t  the  Town  Club,  805  Delaware  Avonuo.  Annual 
Dinner  and  meeting  of  the  Buffalo  Audubon  Society/  Colored  pictures  by  Robert 
Heines. 

Sunday,  . larch  12nd t  3:00  Pill.  -  Buffalo  Kuseun  of  Sciences  Screen  Tour  lecture, 
''By  Eric1  s  changing  Shores",  -  lecturer  George  H.  Or  ions. 

Sunday,  liar eh  26th:  3:00  P.A.  -  Buffalo  Kuseun  of  Sciences  Screen  Tour  lecture, 

'h.ild  Life  Down  last"  by  Carl  Buchhcister,  V.  President  National  Audubon  Society. 

Field  Trip 

Sunday,  February  19th:  -  Chestnut  Ridge  Park,  licet  at  Genesee  St,  side  of  City 
Hall  at  10:00  A.K.  and  Scnaca  and  Cazenovia  Streets  at  10:15  -  Loader  ~ 

Val  Kancfcl,  Ri.  1111. 


Officers  of  The  Buffalo 


Honorary  President  **  Janes  Savage 
President  -  Kinston  ...  3rockncr 

Vice  President  -  Arthur  C,  Brcttle 
Treasurer  -  Kathryn  Pracmassing 

Recording  Secretary-  Richard  Rescho 
Corresponding  See,  -*  Ellen  J.  Rinds  or 
Librarian  -  Marie  Mcndling 

Statisticians  -  Clark  S,  Bcardslcc 

Harold  .nctcll 


Ornithological  Society 

-  Buffalo  athletic  Club,  Buffalo  2,  l'UY. 

-  63  ij.rdi.ioro  PI,,  Buffalo, N.Y.  EL  6888 

-  159  Pleasant  Avc.,  Hamburg, IT. Y.  ELI  4006 

-  86  Linden  Avc.  Buffalo  14,N.Y.  VI  3289 

-  48  Dartmouth  Avo.,  Buffalo  14,  UN  8859 

-  144  Jovrett  Pkwy,,  Buffalo  14, NY  AM  3570 

-  87  Garrison  Rd.,  Mlmsv.2l,N.Y.  PL  6625 

-  132  McKinley  Avc.,  Kcn.17,  N.Y,  BE  7707 

-  Buffalo  Ilusoum  of  Science 


Please  send  records  to  Richr.rd  Drobits,  182  Texas  St.,  Buffalo  15,  N.Y.  not  later 
than  the  10th  of  the  month. 


Editor 

Circula.tion  Mgr. 
Treasurer 


The  Prothonotary 

-  Edv/ard  C.  Ulrich  -  193  LaSalle  Avc.  Buffalo  14,  N.Y. 

PA  8896 

-  Heather  G.  Thorpe  -  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science 

-  Kathryn  Praonassing  -  87  Linden  j.vc.,  Buffalo  14, N.Y. 

VI  3289 
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CHANGES  I  IT  MEMBERSHIP  SINCE  THE  ROSTER  //AS  PUBLISHED 


FELLOWS  1949 

E  dwar d  L ,  S  ee ber 
William  C  .  Vaughan 


ACTITE  MEMBERS  1949 


Kirs.  JohnS.  Bacon 
Richard  Byron 
Mrs.  Edward  V,  Cummiskey 
R.  G-ardiner  Or  if  Tin 
Mrs.  R.  G-ardiner  Griffin 
V/ alter  IQ  abunde 


Mrs .  Walter  Klabunde 
W.  R.  McCann 
Mrs,  W.  R.  McCann 
Cyril  Wolf ling 
Mr  s .  Leroy  Me Ibe r 3 


NEW  MEMBERS  1949 

Meribah  Gardiner  (Associate) 

264  Sumner  Street- 
Buffalo  13,  New  York 

Helen  Sharp  (Associate) 

E.D,  1,  Scranton  Road 
Hamburg,  New  York 

Dr.  G.  3.  White  (Associate) 

239  Sugarloaf  Street 
Port  Colbcrne,  Ontario 

RuthS,  Norton  (Associate) 

136  Park  Street 
Buffalo  1,  New  York 

Donald  Powers  (Corresponding) 

22  Newton  Avenue 
Jamestoen,  New  York 

Robert  Olson  (Associate) 

R.F.D.  2 

Jamestown,  New  York 

Robert  C.  Hermes  (Associate) 

205  North  Park  Avenue  (Reinstated) 
Buffalo  16.  New  York 


NEW  MEMBERS  1950 

B,  Matrina  Schwenger  (Act.  Re 
526  Delaware  Avenue  sta 

Buffalo  2,  New  York 

Dr.  Howard  Osgood  (Associate) 
16?  Linwood  Avenue 
Buffalo  9 ,  New  York 

Dr.  Arthur  A.  Allen  (Honorary) 
Cornell  University 
Ithaca,  New  York 

J.  Bra  ember ns  (Associate) 

Derby ,  New  York 

Irwin  Woldman  (Associate) 

25  Love ring  Avenue 
Buffalo  16 ,  New  York 


Robert  Mansfield  (Active) 

103  E.  Araerst  St,  (Reinstated) 
Buffalo  14,  New  York 


M.H.  McClew  ( Corresponding) 
250  Elmwood 
Lockport,  New  York 
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Published  Monthly  by  the  Buffalo  Crnltholaglcal  Society 

Buffalo,  New  York 

The  Month 


The  third  warmest  January  cn  record  showed  an  average  temperature  of  35 
degrees*  which  is  11.1  degrees  above  ncrm-IL#  No  less  than  nine  days  showed  a 
mean  temperature  20  degrees  or  mere  above  the  normal,  and  new  highs  were  set 
on  the  3rd,  10th,  14th,  24th,  25th,  and  26th*  The  25th  was  the  warmest  January 
day,  the  warmest  winter  day,  and  the  day  cf  greatest  departure  frm  normal 
•f  any  in  the  weather  bur  u’s  history*  Instead  cf  the  normal  mean  temperature 
•f  23  degrees,  the  25th  g  vs  us  a  high  cf  72,  a  lew  of  60,  and  a  mean  of  66. 
There  were  several  high  winds  during  the  month,  with  gusts  as  high  as  61  ml.p.h. 
on  the  11th,  70  m.p.h.  cn  the  10th,  and  91  m.p.h.  tn  the  14th.  On  the  latter 
date  property  damage  was  severe*  While  a  total  of  14*8  inches  of  snow  fell 
during  the  month,  most  of  the  five  inch  precipitation  was  in  the  form  of  rain. 
If  all  of  January’s  characteristics  had  been  transferred  to  a  migration  month, 
e.g.  April,  it  might  have  required  two  pages  far  this  column  to  do  justice  to 
a  fair  analysis  of  the  impact  of  such  unusual  conditions  upon  bird  life#  As  it 
was,  the  extremely  mild  weather  was  undoubtedly  responsible  for  the  unexpected 
presence  of  many  cf  the  species  listed  below  and  fer  the  amazing  total  fer  the 
month. 

C*  S.  Brardslee 


Halboell’s  ;rebe 

Pied  billed  Grebe 
Gannet 

Great  Blue  Hercn 

Black— cr.  Night  Heron 

Whistling  Swan 
Gadwall 

Green— w.  Teal 
Ring-necked  Duck 
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NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


Jan. 

h 


it 


2,14 
21 
2,21 
"  28  1 

”  29  2 

"  15  1 

»  28  1 

”  2  3 

»  28  6 

1st  half  of  Jan. 

Jan  2  2 


"  19 

"  31 

"  2 
"  11,21— 2 C 
"  11,28 


1 

2 

5 

1 

2  A 


26 


5000 

2500 


er 

Nathan  et  al,Schaffn/ 
Schaffner 

Seeber,  Nathan  et  al 
Sun.de  11s 
B.O.S#  Trip 
Audubon  Trip 
Andrle,  Rew 
Brockner , Tulinof f s 
Rose  he 
Elderkins 

Nathan, Byron  et  al 
Seeber 
Stanley 
Elderkins 

Mitchell , Andrle , Schaffner 
Dunkirk  Harbor  Elderkins,  Sundells  .Xenira 
Grand  Island, Niagara  Falls  Breckneb/ 

Tulii^cffs 

Buffalo  Harbor  Andrle,  Gamble 


1  Gorge 
l(dead)  Gorge 
4,2  Gorge 

Barcelona 
Point  Abino,0nt. 
Grand  Island 
Bickhcrn  Island 
Goat  Island 
Forest  Lawn 
Bemus  Feint 
Goat  Island 
Beaver  Island 
Dunkirk  Harter 
Bemus  Point 
Bird  Island 
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Buf fie— head 

T  «“>  T* 

O  (.•*  v 

31 

73 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Stanley 

King  Eider 

It 

1,5 

1,2 

Bird  Island  Pier 

Schaffner 

- 

tl 

8 

1 

Niagara  River, Ont. 

Axtells 

If 

15,22 

2,1  Fort  Niagara  Nathan  et  al,  B.O.S.Trip 

II 

2 

1 

Niagara  River 

Mitchell , Wright 

White-w.  Scoter 

II 

2,8 

1,2 

Gorge  Nathan,  Byron  et  alj/ 

Axtells 

If 

19 

1 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Andrle 

II 

22 

3 

Fcrt  Niagara 

B.O.S.  Trip 

II 

31 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Stanley 

Surf  Scoter 

II 

5 

1 

Erie  Basin, Buffalo 

Andrle 

American  Scoter 

It 

22 

1 

Fcrt  Erie, Ont. 

B.O.S.  Trip 

II 

29 

1 

Barcelona 

Powers ,Lenna, Olson 

Ruddy  Duck 

II 

2 

2 

Bemus  Point 

Elderkins 

II 

22 

1 

Fort  Erie, Ont. 

B.O.S.  Trip 

It 

28-31 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Elderkins ,Sundells ,/ 

Stanley  et  al 

Bald  Eagle 

II 

8 

2 

Navy  Island,  Ont. 

Axtells 

It 

14,15 

1 

Grand  Island 

Schaffner, Audubon  Tr. 

If 

28 

3 

Grand  Island 

Schaffner,  Gamble 

Ruffed  Grouse 

If 

2 

1 

Dufferin  Islands 

Mitchell,  Wright 

Coot 

It 

2 

35 

Bemus  Point 

Elderkins 

ft 

8 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

B.O.S.  Trip 

Killdeer 

It 

8 

2 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

B.O.S.  Trip 

It 

26 

1 

North  Buffalo 

Andrle 

It 

29 

1 

Prrt  Colbourne,  Ont.  B.O.S.  Trip 

Purple  Sandpiper 

II 

2,3 

1 

Goat  Island  Nathan  et  al, Schaffner 

It 

28 

1 

Goat  Island  Axtells 

Glaucous  Gull 

II 

1,14 

1 

Peace  Bridge 

Andrle,  Schaffner 

II 

2 

3 (max)  Niagara  Falls 

Byron, Nathan  et  al 

II 

G 

1 

LaSalle  Quarry 

Andrle 

ti 

21 

2 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Andrle,  Gamble 

II 

28 

2 

Niagara  Falls 

Axtells 

If 

29 

1 

Niagara  River 

B.O.S,  Trip 

II 

31 

2 

Fuhrman  Blvd.  dumps  Andrle,  Gamble 

Iceland  Gull 

II 

3 

3 (max)  Niagara  Falls 

Schaffner  Byron 

II 

15 

3 

Grand  Is.  to  Wilson  Brockner, Nathan,/ 

Single  Individuals  1 

were  reported  from 

Bird  Island,  the  foot 

of  Austin  Street,  the  foot  cf  Michigan  Ave,,  Buffalo  Harbor, 

and  Fuhrmann  Blvd. 

Kumlien’s  Gull 

Jan* 

2-21 

1 

Niagara  Falls  Byron,  Andrle, Schaffner/ 

ii 

14 

2 

ft. Michigan  Av« 

Andrle  et  al 

ti 

28 

2 

Gorge 

Axtells 

Bonaparte* s  Gull 

all 

month 

30 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Stanley 

Jan* 

8 

3000 

South  shore  Lake 

Erie  B.O.S.  Trip 

it 

14 

1000 

Bird  Island 

Andrle,  Gamble 

it 

15 

1000 

Grand  Is.  to  Wilson  Brockner, Nathan,/ 

it 

21 

600 

Niagara  River 

Mitchell  et  al  Byron 

Little  Gull 

"  2 

,12,14 

1,1 

,2  Bird  Island 

Mitchell,  Schaffner,/ 

Andrle  et  al 

it 

16 

4 

Bird  Island 

Schaffner 

ti 

21 

1 

Ontario  St. 

Mitchell  et  al 

Barn  Owl 

ti 

28 

1 

Grand  Island 

Seeber 

Screech  Owl 

it 

20 

14 

Grand  Island 

B.O.S.  Owl  Trip 

Snowy  Owl 

nC'ne 

taxidermist  here( Jamestown). ..has  had  at  least  50 

brought  in  to  him 

since  mid-December 

» " — Lenna 

all 

month 

8(max)  Buffalo  Andrle, Schaffner, Brockner:  / 

all  month 

1 

Strawberry  Island 

many  observers  et  a3 

Jan. 

6 

1 

Ohio  Basin 

Beards lee 

ti 

8 

2 

south  shore  L.Erle  B.O.S.  Trip 

ii 

12,15 

1 

No.  Tonawanda 

Mitchell 

4 

> 
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Snowy  Owl 

Jan. 

15 

2 

Grand  Is.  to  Wilson 

Brockner ,  Nad^cnr^Byn-T' 

u 

15 

1 

Eden 

Wm.  Dugan 

it 

17 

1 

lifft  St. 

Mite  he- j  1 

- 

it 

20 

1 

Frews*  burg 

Sundells 

if 

22 

1 

Wilson 

B.O.S.  Trip 

ti 

?  C;;26 

1 

Riverside 

Sundells 

ii 

•  0 

1 

Portland 

Elderkins ,  Sundells 

Lang-eared  Owl 

it 

2 

1 

Grand  Island 

Seeoer  rt  al 

it 

29 

1 

Port  Colboume ,  Ont . 

B.O.S.  Trip 

Shprt-eared  <*wl 

all  month  14 

(max) 

Grand  Island 

Seeber  et  al 

Saw— whet  Owl 

Jan. 

2 

1 

Grand  Island 

Wo  loin  an,  Nathan  et  al 

Northern  Horned  Lark 

ti 

12 

1 

Grand  Island 

Mitchell 

Prairie  Horned  Lark 

it 

22  F 

25 

Jamestown 

Lenna  Byr< 

Red-breast.  Nuthatch 

it 

15 

8 

Grand  Island  to  Wilson  Brockner,  Nathan/ 

From  1  to  5  were  seen  at  each  ©f  the  fallowing  places: 

Pert  Colhourne,  Ont.,  Gcat  Island,  Youngstown  **>metery(5), 
Frewsburg,  Toad  Hollcw,  south  share  Lake  Erie,  and 
Lincoln  Park, 


Winter  Wren 

Jan. 

8 

1 

Barcelona 

B.O.S.  Trip 

it 

21 

1 

Tiff t  St. 

Mitchell  et  al 

Ruby-cr.  Kinglet 

it 

1-8  L 

1 

feeder,  Jamestown 

Sundin,  rep  Sunrtell 

Ncrthern  Shrike 

n 

15 

2 

Pekin 

Andrle ,  Gamble 

n 

21 

4 (max)  Grand  Island 

Andrle,  Gamble 

ti 

29 

1 

Print  Abino,0ntf 

B.O.S.  Trip 

Bronzed  Grackle 

ti 

18 

1 

Clean 

Malick  rep.  Eaton 

Evening  Grosbeak 

it 

15 

flock  Glean 

Meyers  rep.  Eaten 

it 

19-31 

35 

Frews burg 

Sur.de  11s 

n 

22 

8 

Sinclairville 

Jamestown  newspaper 

n 

29 

2 

LaSalle 

Heilborns 

Common  Redpoll 

ti 

2 

.150 

Frews burg 

Sundells 

ti 

23 

50 

Frews burg 

Sundell 

Pine  Siskin 

it 

8 

18 

Barcelona 

B.O.S.  Trip 

ii 

21 

13 

Grand  Island 

Andrle ,  Gamble 

Swamp  Sparrow 

it 

21 

1 

Tifft  St. 

Mitchell  et  al 

Snow  Bunting 

it 

29 

50 

Point  Abino,  Ont, 

B.O.S.  Trip 

Other  species  report.  '  during  January  ar^ommen  Loon,  Horned  Grebe,  Mallard, 
Black  Duck,  Baldpate,  Pintail,  Redhead,  Greater  Scaup,  Lesser  Scaup,  American 
Golden-eye,  Old  squaw,  H.  oded  Merganser,  American  Merganser,  Red-breasted  Mergan¬ 
ser,  Sharp- •shinned*  Hawk,  Cooper^s  Hawk,  Red-tailed  Hawk,  Rough-legged  Hawk,  Mar3h 
Hawk,  Sparrvw  Hawk,  Pheasant,  Grent  Black-backed  Gull,  Herring  Gull,  Ring-billed 
Gull,  R'ck  Dove,  Mourning  Dove,  Belted  Kingfisher,  Flicker,  Pileated  Woodpecker, 
Hairy  Woodpecker,  Downy  Woodpecker,  Blue  Jay,  Crow,  Black— capped  Chickadee, 
White-breasted  Nuthatch,  Brcwn  Creeper,  Robin,  Hermit  Thrush  (Audubon  Census), 
Golden-crowned  Kinglet,  Cedar  Waxwing,  Starling,  English  Sparrow,  Meadowlark, 
Cardinal,  Purple  Finch,  Goldfinch,  Red  Crossbill  .(Audubon  Census),  Slate- 
colored  Juncc,  Tree  Sparrow,  and  Song  Sparrow. 

Humber  cf  species  and  subspecies  recorded  in  January  -  94. 

NOTES 

Stephen  Eaton  reports  having  "had  the  thrill  of  seeing  wild  turkey  tracks 
(at  least  seven  in  the  flock)  about  two  miles  directly  south  of  the  middle  of 
Clean.  This  is  approximately  three  miles  north  of  the  Pennsylvania  line"  on 
February  5. 

On  Jan. 21,  Lenna  and  Powers  saw  a  very  small  goose  at  the  Cutlet,  Jamestown. 
It  was  unquestionably  either  a  Lesser  Canada  Goose  or  a  Hutchin’s  Goose.  It  had 
been  frozen  in  the  previous  night,  but  had  broken  free  when  under  observation. 

It  was  about  half  the  size  of  a  Common  Canada  Goose,  with  call  much  higher  and 
sharper •  . 
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Starting  with  the  March  PROTHCNOTARY,  Ray  McCann  will  take  over  the  duties 
as  editor#  Under  recent  action  of  the  council,  new  arrangements  have  also  been 
made  whereby  the  work  in  connection  with  the  publication  will  be  allocated  to 
more  members. 

I,  at  this  time,  give  my  thanks  to  all  who  have  given  me  aid  during  the 
years  of  my  editorship.  To  Ray  McCann,  my  successor,  I  offer  any  aid  which  I 
may  give  and  wish  him  much  success  during  the  time  while  he  is  editor  of  our 
publication# 

E.C.U. 


A  HUNTING  BALD  EAGLE 

Together  with  my  family,  I  experienced  today  one  of  those  uncommon 
occasions  that  puts  thrill  into  bird,  watching.  Standing  on  the  gridge  over  Burnt- 
ship  Creek,  we  were  watching  the  diving  ducks  (Goldenr-eyes  and  others)  in  the 
river  west  of  Buckhcrn  Island  just  beyond  the  power  line#  Many  of  them  were  vis¬ 
ibly  disturbed#  Presently  we  discovered  a  Bald  Eagle  (with  a  little  white  on  the 
head  and  partly  white  tail)  looking  for  prey  smong  the  ducks  some  200  to  500 
feet  from  land#  Mostly  he  flew  rather  close  to  the  water,  circling,  maneuver¬ 
ing,  and  partly  hovering#  He  kept  up  this  grand  performance  for  some  three 
to  five  minutes,  gradually  getting  closer  to  the  water,  and  we  could  see  hip 
outstretched  feet#  Some  cf  the  ducks  flew  away,  but  he  pai*  no  attention  to  them; 
others  remained  on  the  surface  of  the  water#  The  eagle  then  slowly  settled  down 
on  the  water  and  remained  there  for  about  30  seconds;  part  of  the  time  he  flapped 
his  wings,  but  most  of  the  time  he  seemed  to  float  calmly  like  a  dark  gull. 

When  he  lifted,  he  carried  a  large,  dark,  chunky  object  in  his  claws,  evidently 
a  duck#  He  had  trouble  in  gaining  altitude  and  occasionally  dragged  his  prey  in 
the  water  on  the  way  to  Navy  Island,  where  he  landed  «n  a  branch  halfway  up  a  tree. 

What  surprised  us  was  how  a  quick-acting  diving  duck  permitted  himself  to 
be  caught  by  a  slow-settling  eagle#  Pearson  writes  that  an  eagle  is  seldom 
successful  in  catching  a  diving  duck  because  of  its  diving  ability.  Ld/nnberg 
states  that  the  European  sea-eagle  watches  the  duck  under  water  and  pounces  upon 
it  when  it  comes  tw  the  surface. 

Axel  Heilborn 

Rochester  Bird  Notes#  as  reported  by  W.  G.  L.  Eds on,  include; 

Week  ending  Jan.  6  -  Great  Blue  Heron,  Gannet,  Canada  Goose,  Pigeon  Hawk,  King 
Rail,  Iceland  Gull,  Mourning  Dove,  Flicker,  Acadian  Chickadee,  Catbird,  Robin, 
Hermit  Thrush,  Migrant  Shrike,  Red-wing,  Bronzed  Grackle,  Ccwbird,  Pine  Siskin, 
White-throated  and  Swamp  Sparrows#  Note  the  large  number  of  Summer  Resident 
Species  which  are  represented  during  this  mild  winter# 

Week  ending  Jan#  15  -  Red- throated  Loon,  Pied-billed  Grebe,  Ring-necked  Duck, 

Bald  Eagle,  Coot,  Barn  Owl,  Cedar  Waxwing  and  Purple  Finch. 

Week  ending  Jan#  20  -  Snowy  Owl,  Acadian  Chickadee  (all  month) 

Week  ending  Jan#  27  -  Horned  Grebe,  Long-eared  Owl,  Pileated,  Redr-bellied  and 
Red-headed  Woodpeckers,  Winter  Wren  and  Goldfinch# 

FUTURE  EVENTS 

Meetings 

March  8th,  Humboldt  Room,  Museum.  Robert  D.  Weigel,  pictures  of  the  Gaspe. 

March  22nd,  Humboldt  Room,  Museum.  Spring  Duck  Census  Plans  by  Richard  Byron, 
leader. 

April  12th,  Humboldt  Room,  Museum#  Report  of  the  Spring  Duck  Census  by  Richard 
Byron,  Leader. 


Field  Trips 

Sunday  March  12th  Surprise  Trip.  (To  the  best  area  on  that  day)  Meet  at  Main 
and  Utica  Streets  at  8  A.M#  Bernard  Nathan,  Leader  (Gr  8060) 

\3 


Sunday,  March  I9th  Canadian  Shore  Trip,  Meet  at  the  entrance  to  the  Peace  Bridge 
at  8  A.M.  E,  Ulrich,  Leader,  (Pa  8896) 

Sunday,  March  26th  American  Lake  Shore,  Meet  at  Sheldon  Square  at  Erie  County 
Bank  Building  at  8  A,M,  or  Michigan  Avenue  and  Fuhrmann  Blvd,  at 
8:30  A.M,  Mrs,  Melberg,  Leader,  (Em  2161) 

Sunday,  April  2nd  Annual  Spring  Duck  Census,  Richard  Byron,  Leader  (Un  3478) 

Saturday,  April  15  th  Oak  Orchard,  Joint  trip  with  the  Hamilton  Nature  Club 

and  the  Toronto  Field  Naturalist  Club,  Meet  at  Main  city  line  and 
Bailey  Avenue  (beyond  signal)  at  8  A-.M,  Dinner,  with  Dr,  Stephen 
Eaton  as  speaker  at  6  P.M.  Plans  for  meeting  and  reservations 
to  be  announced. 

AUDUBON  TRIPS  AND  MEETINGS 

Meeting :  "Wednesday,  April  5,  Humboldt  Room,  Museum,  Miss  Maribah  Gardiner, 

Illustrated  talk  of  Trip  to  Alaska. 

Field  Trip:  Trip  to  Hews te ad  Sinks,  Meet  at  Main  Street  City  Line,  University 

l  -arch  26  Plaza  at  9:30  A.M.  Ellen  J,  Windsor,  Leader  (Am  3570) 


THE  PROTHONOTaRY 

Editor  Edward  C.  Ulrich  193  LaSalle  Avenue,  Buffalo,  N.Y. 

Circulation  Mgr,'  Heather  Thorpe  Museum  of  Science,  Humboldt  Pk.,  Buffalo 

Treasurer  Kathryn  Praemassing  87  Linden  Av,,  Buffalo,  N.Y. 

Subscription  Price  -  $1,00  per  year,  payable  in  advance  to  the  treasurer, 

pi ease  send  all  records  by  the  4th  of  the  following  month  to  Richard  Drobitz* 

182  Texas  Street,  Buffalo  15,  New  York  (Hu  *7602  )i 
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Published  Monthly  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society 

Buffalo.  New  York 


The  Month 

February  temperatures  averaged  24. 8  degrees,  which  was  1.1  above  normal. 
However,  this  was  due  entirely  to  the  mild  weather  which  characterized  the  first 
eighteen  days,  which  averaged  7.3  degrees  above  normal.  The  temperature  turned 
sharply  downward  on  the  nineteenth,  and  the  twentieth  showed  a  high  of  6,  a  low 
of-3,  and  a  mean  of  2.  The  remaining  days  of  the  month  were  consistently  cold, 
averaging  9.3  degrees  below  normal.  Previous  to  the  fateful  nineteenth,  the 
winter  had  been  very  mild  and  onen,  and  ice  had  not  formed  on  Lake  Erie  Many 
species,  e.g.  Pied-billed  Grebe  and  Ring-necked  Duck,  to  mention  only  two,  were 
still  represented  here  because  of  these  favorable  conditions,  and  we  received  our 
first  February  record  of  the  Myrtle  Warbler.  Best  barometer  of  all,  the 
Bonaparte* s  Gulls,  had  remained  in  exceptional  numbers,  -  a  real  tribute  to  the 
weather  from  a  species  which  is  rarely  reported  at  all  in  February,  The  cold 
spell  at  the  month*s  end  had  two  results.  The  first  was  the  effect  on  the  birds 
then  oresent.  Most  of  these,  like  the  Robins  and  Kingfishers  and  Red-wings, 
couldn*t  do  much  about  it;  but  the  Bonaparte* s  Gulls  left  forthwith  for  a  warmer 
clime.  The  second  effect  was  to  discourage  the  return  of  early  spring  migrants. 
When  the  last  week  of  February  is  very  mild,  we  always  receive  reports  of  an 
influx  of  Red-wings,  Bluebirds,  Robins,  etc.  There  was  no  incentive  this  year 
for  such  an  early  movement,  and  none  developed. 

C.S.  Beardslee 
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Ruddy  Duck 
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*Lapland  Longspur 

Feb. 26 

16  Niagara  County 

Gamble,  Gampf 

t! 

26-28 

flocks  of  3,5,&6  Fredonia  Stanley 

ft 

27,28 

1  Fuhrmann  Blvd. 

Andrle 

Snow  Bunting 

fl 

10 

100  Allegheny  County 

McMurtry 

It 

19,26 

1000,500  the  Ridge 

Brockner,  Thor; 

Byron 

ft 

20,21 

500,200  Eden 

Bacon,  Melberg 

Griffin 

ft 

22 

flocks  of  200,300,700 

near  Fredonia 

Stanley 

fl 

24,25 

500,45  Routes  5  &  20 

Rosche 

ft 

26 

flocks  of  30,  75,  50,  400 

Niagara  County 

Gamble,  Gampf 

ft 

27,28 

125  Fuhrmann  Blvd. 

Andrle 

Smaller  flocks  were  reported  from  Belleview,  Fluvanna, 

Grand  Island  and  Point  Abino,  Qnt. 

Total  for  January  95  (correction) 

Added  in  February  10 

New  Total  105 

A  Now  Birding  Locale 

Encinitas,  California,  is  located  on  the  ocean  about  27  miles  north  of  San  Die^o. 

At  frequent  intervals  there  are  sloughs  of  brackish  water  interspersed  with  "lovely 
mud  flats",  extending  sometimes  for  miles  inland.  These  are  par  excellence  a 
habitat  for  birds  and  apparently  in  most  cases  provide  excellent  feeding  grounds. 
Reports  indicate,  however,  there  has  been  a  falling-off  in  recent  years  in  the 
transient  wildfowl  patronizing  these  stopping-places  and  I  understand  efforts  are 
being  made  in  at  least  one  place  -  Mission  Bay  -  to  augment  the  failing  food  supply 
by  the  planting  of  eel  grass,  which  had  a  much  better  crop  this  year  than  in  pre¬ 
vious  years.  Here,  as  elsewhere,  the  drought  as  well  as  increasing  numbers  of 
settlers,  has  cut  down  the  number  of  water-birds. 

At  a  nearby  sanctuary  we  have  had  hundreds  of  pintails,  shovellers,  green-winged 
teal,  coots  and  many  ruddy  ducks,  Brewster*s  or  Snowy  Egrets  and  some  American 
Egrets  throughout  the  winter.  The  pintails  and  green-winged  teal  appear  to  have 
left  now  and  already  a  change  is  seen  in  the  population.  Lately  many  Lesser  Scaup 
are  coming  in,  as  well  as  baldpates,  gadwall,  redheads,  canvasbacks,  cinnamon  teal, 
pied-billed  grebes  and  mallard.  One  Great  Blue  Heron  has  been  seen.  We  often  see 
brown  pelicans  flying  over  the  ocean.  One  day  in  driving  along  Highway  101  we  saw 
three  huge  white  birds,  which  at  first  glance  were  thought  to  be  swans.  Upon 
stopping  the  car,  we  saw  they  were  white  pelicans,  which  are  extremely  rare  along 
the  coast,  being  an  inland  bird.  They  remained  here  for  several  days. 

There  is  a  cormorant  rookery  a  few  miles  south  on  the  coast,  and  a  visit  the  other 
day  revealed  they  are  already  nesting.  I  had  the  big  thrill  of  close-up  views, 
which  plainly  revealed  three  different  species,  the  Baird* s  with  red  throat  pouch 
and  white  patch  on  flank  near  tail,  the  Brandt *s  with  blue  throat  pouch,  and  the 
Double-crested.  At  the  same  place  we  saw  a  few  Pacific  Loons. 

Many  shore  birds  have  also  been  noted  along  the  coast  and  in  the  sloughs.  Identi¬ 
fied  so  far  have  been  Baird*s  Sandpipers,  Long-billed  Curlew,  Western  Willet, 
Wandering  Tattler  (to  make  up  for  not  having  seen  it  in  the  vicinity  of  Buffalo  3  ) 
Knot,  Long-billed  Dowitcher,  Marbled  Godwit,  Greater  Yellow-legs,  Sanderling, 
Avocet,  and  Snowy  Plover,  The  other  day  we  saw  the  first  Black- necked  Stilts  for 
this  year  and  also  a  lone  Bufflehead.  Some  miles  north  of  here  a  Black  Turnstone 
was  seen  on  a  rock  out  in  the  ocean. 
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Amryrsg  the  hundreds  of  gulls  we  have  identified  Herring,  Ring-billed,  Calif  or  ni 
western*  Heermann*s  and  one,  to  me  thrilling  Glaucous-winged  Gull.  Until  recently 
wq  $aw  tt&ny  Caspian  Terns  and  Least  Terns,  but  strangely,  of  late  they  have  been 

missing. 

Hummingbirds  are  coming  in  nw  and  we  have  seen  the  Arma*s  Rufous,  Allen* s  and 
Black-chinned* 

Right  around  the  house  there  is  good  birding.  Among  birds  not  already  mentioned, 
we  have  had  Gambel*s  Sparrow,  hundreds  of  the  lovely  rosy  house-finches,  Western 
Bluebirds  (which  left  a  couple  of  weeks  ago  on  migration),  Black  phoebes,  western 
kingbirds,  mourning  doves,  western  meadowlarks,  mockingbirds,  brown  towhee, 
California  Shrike,  Audubon  Warblers ,  Brewer* s  Blackbirds,  Rod -wings,  Green-backed 
Goldfinches,  Killdeer,  Sparrow  Hawk  and  Prairie  Falcon. 

The  method  of  feeding  used  by  the  Western  Kingbird  amused  me  very  much.  It  would 
alight  on  the  pyracantha  bush,  then  fly  up,  swoop  down,  snatching  a  berry  in  its 
flight,  then  perch  on  the  same  bush  to  swallow  the  berry.  Apparently  it  must 
gather  its  food  on  the  wing.  The  little  house  finches  have  had  a  wonderful  time 
eating  the  buds  and  blossoms  of  our  almond  trees,  so  chat  they  are  pretty  well 
denuded  by  this  time.  I  hope  to  circumvent  some  of  this  by  planting  trees  and 
shrubs  to  attract  birds. 

While  California  is  often  thought  of  as  being  highly  settled,  it  is  in  reality  only 
a  veneer  along  the  coast  and  in  the  cities.  By  driving  a  few  miles  inland  we  come 
to  really  wild  country  and  the  other  day  we  did  so,  and  added  to  our  list  Tule 
Yellow-throat,  the  local  version  of  Northern  Yellow-throat,  Flair  Titmouse,  Wren- 
tit,  House  Wren,  Lark  Sparrow,  California  Jay,  California  Quail.  0 coper  and  Marsh 
Hawks  and  Western  Crow,  the  latter  perceptibly  smaller  than  the  eastern  crow. 

As  opportunity  affords,  we  will  locate  more  good  birding  spots,  and  hope  our  good 
friends  in  the  B.O.S.  will  come  out  and  help  us  in  the  identification  of  the  many 
birds  to  be  found  in  this,  one  of  the  best  regions  in  the  country  for  birds. 

March  12,  1950  Mildred  Baker  Rosa 


Hooded  Merganser— American  Merganser  Hybrid 

On  the  afternoon  of  January  21,  1950,  at  the  south  end  of  Grand  Island  in  the 
Niagara  River,  Mrs.  Axtell  and  I  observed  a  duck  that  was  apparently  a  male  hybrid 
between  the  Hooded  Merganser  (Lophod^ceg  cucyllatus)  and  the  American  Merganser 
(Mli&UJ?.  merganser  ame r i c a nji g ) .  We  studied  it  for  about  40  minutes  at  distances 
varying  from  about  130  to  *200  yards  with  3?x  and  60x  telescopes— close  enough  at 
times  to  see  clearly  the  iris  and  bill  colors.  Even  T#ith  7x  binoculars  5t  was 
readily  separated  from  the  several  species  among  which  it  swam  and  fed  as  quite 
different  in  both  pattern  and  shape  from  any  known  North  American  bird. 

The  manner  in  which  the  characters  of  the  two  parent  species  were  modified  in  this 
strange  bird  is  of  interest.  When  seen  beside  Canvas-backs  and  male  Golden-eyes, 
its  body  appeared  much  longer;  it  was,  therefore,  about  the  size  of  an  American 
Merganser.  The  head  appeared  as  green  as  that  of  the  American  and  we  could  see 
clearly  that  there  was  no  white  in  the  head  nor  any  tendency  whatever  for  it  to  vary 
from  the  typical  blackish  green  of  that  species.  The  wings  and  body  were  mostly 
typical  of  the  Hooded  Merganser,  with  the  extensive  amount  of  black  on  the  back  and 
wings,  the  conspicuous  black-and  white-striped  tertials  lying  spread  across  the 
folded  wing,  and  the  dark  side  bordered  in  front  by  two  nearly  vertical  black  lines 
reaching  from  near  the  bend  of  the  wing  to  the  water  line.  These  two  lines,  how¬ 
ever,  were  slightly  narrower  than  those  on  a  typical  Hooded  Merganser,  and  the  dark 
sides,  instead  of  being  brownish,  were  grayish.  In  the  latter  connection  it  is  of 
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interest  to  note  that  the  sides  are  likewise  grayish  in  the  Hooded  Merganser- 
American  Golden-eye  hybrid  pictured  in  plate  36  in  The  Ducks .  Geese,  and  Swans  of 
North  America  by  F.H.  Kortright.  Further  Hooded  Merganser  characters  were  the 
black  bill  and  yellow  eye  rather  than  both  red  as  in  the  American.  The  chest  was 
white  as  in  males  of  both  parent  spcqies. 

At  a  distance  the  very  large  dork  head  was  this  bird*s  most  striking  characteris¬ 
tic.  For  a  few  moments  immediately  before  and  after  each  dive,  the  crest  feathers 
of  the  head  were  lowered  so  that  at  these  times  the  outline  resembled  that  of  a 
typical  male  American  Merganser.  Most  of  the  time,  however,  the  head  was  made  to 
appear  much  larger  by  a  raised  crest.  Its  contour  was  not  ragged  nor  uneven  like 
that  of  a  male  Red-breasted  or  a  female  Merganser,  but  smoothly  and  evenly  rounded 
like  the  fully-spread  crest  of  a  male  Hooded.  This  birdfs  crest,  however,  appeared 
to  have  about  one-half  to  two- thirds  the  extent  of  that  of  a  male  Hooded  and,  as 
stated  above,  was  entirely  the  same  shade  of  green  as  the  rest  of  the  head. 

Although  several  hundred  American  Mergansers  were  scattered  about  in  large  and 
small  groups  in  all  directions  except  toward  our  shore,  at  no  time  was  the  hybrid 
seen  within  75  yards  of  any  of  them.  Although  on  several  occasions  it  swam  past 
individuals  or  through  flocks  of  Canvas-backs,  Golden-eyes,  and  other  species,  it 
exhibited  no  response  of  a  social  nature  to  their  presence. 

This  hybrid  was  also  seen  on  this  date  by  Almendinger,  Mitchell,  Nathan,  and  Wright, 
and  again  on  February  1st  in  the  same  general  locality  by  Seeber. 

Harold  H.  Axtell 


New  Members 

The  following  new  members  were  accepted  by  the  Society  at  the  February  22nd 
meeting : 

Dr.  Albert  Shadle  (Associate)  -  143  University  Ave.  -  Buffalo  14,  N.Y. 

Bartlett  Wright  (Associate)  -  113  Lexington  Ave.  -  Buffalo  9,  N.Y. 

Stuart  Joynt  (Associate)  -  266  Ashland  Ave.  -  Buffalo  22,  N.Y. 


Bir  Soring  Dinner  and  Field  Trip 

On  Saturday,  April  15th,  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society,  the  Hamilton 
Nature  Club,  and  the  Toronto  Field  Naturalists  will  have  a  joint  field  trip  to  Oak 
Orchard.  All  groups  will  meet  on  Main  Street  at  the  City  Line. 

Group  1  -  7:30  A. M.  to  meet  Canadian  groups.  Leader:  Don  Gamble  (PA.  9206) 

Group  2  -  8:30  A.M.  to  go  directly  to  marsh.  Leader:  Richard  Rosche  (UN. 8859) 

Group  3  -12:30  A.M.  Afternoon  group.  Leader:  William  Vaughan ( PA, 0384) 

Dinner  will  be  served  at  the  museum  at  6:30  P.M.  Mr.  Stephen  Eaton  of  St, 
Bonaventure  College  will  speak  on  "Bird  Research  Projects  in  the  Olean  Region” . 

Make  reservations  by  April  10th  with  Eugenia  Praemassing,  87  Linden  Avenue, 

Buffalo  14,  New  York  (VI.  3289). 


Note:  Back  issues  of  the  Prothonotary  are  available  at  $.15  per  copy. 
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Program 


Meetings  -  Humboldt  Room  of  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  -  8:00  P.M. 


Wednesday,  April  12  - 

Edward  Seeber. 


Plans  for  the  Hawk  Flight  Count  on  April  23;  Leader: 
Discussion  of  pre-fall  extra-territorial  trips. 


Saturday,  April  15 


See  announcement  on  page  19. 


Wednesday,  April  26 


Report  on  the  Annual  Spring  Duck  Census;  Leader:  Richard 

Byron. 


Wednesday*  May  10  -  Plans  for  the  Annual  Spring  Census;  Leader:  Mr.  &  Mrs. 

R.  Gardner  Griffin.  Slide  symposium  by  all  members  with  35  mm.  slides. 
If  you  have  some,  phone  UN.  1284. 


Field  Trips 

Sunday,  April  2  -  Annual  Spring  Duck  Census;  Leader:  Richard  Byron,  1689 

Amherst  Street,  Buffalo  14  (UN.  3478). 

Saturday,  April  15  -  See  announcement  on  page  19. 

Sunday,  April  16  -  To  the  American  Shore  of  Lake  Erie;  Leader:  Irwin  Woldman 

(DE.  8390).  Meet  at  the  City  Hall  -  8:00  A.M. 

Sunday,  April  23  -  Hawk  Flight  Count  to  further  knowledge  of  flightways; 

Leader:  Edward  Seeber,  186  Wabash  Avenue,  Kenmore  17  (RI.  8739). 

Saturday  &  Sunday,  April  29  &  30  -  State  Federation  of  Bird  Clubs  meeting  in 
Watkins  Glen.  Phone  Winston  Brockner  (EL.  6888)  for  details. 

Sunday,  April  30  -  To  Lake  Ontario,  Braddockfs  Bay,  and  Shore  Acres;  Leader: 

Cyril  Wolf ling  (Alden  4138  or  PA.  9206).  Meet  at  the  center  traffic  light 
in  Williamsville  -  8:30  A.M. 

Saturday  &  Sunday,  May  6  &  7  -  To  Long  Point;  Leader:  Don  Gamble  (PA.  9206). 

Make  reservations  by  April  26th. 

Saturday  &  Sunday,  May  13  &  14  -  To  Pymatuning.  Joint  trip  with  the  Audubon 

Society;  Leader:  Harold  Mitchell  (VI.  2587).  Make  reservations  by  May  5. 


Deadlines 


The  Prothonotary  staff  has  set  the  following  deadline  dates  so  that  your 
Prothonotary  will  be  in  the  mail  during  the  month  of  issue: 


All  records  are  delivered  to  Junior  Statistician  -  4th 
Junior  Statistician  delivers  tabulated  records  to  Statisticians-  9th 
Statisticians  deliver  Noteworthy  Records  to  Associate  Editor  -16th 
Editor  delivers  manuscript  to  typist  -19th 
Proofreader  delivers  stencils  to  Printer  -22nd 
Printer  delivers  finished  Prothonotaries  to  Associate 

Distribution  Manager  -25th 
Associate  Distribution  Manager  mails  Prothonotaries  -28th 


of  each 
of  each 
of  each 
of  each 
of  each 

of  each 
of  each 


month 

month 

month 

month 

month 

month 

month 


All  observers  can  assist  the  staff  by  sending  their  records  to  the  Junior 
Statistician  promptly  after  the  first  of  each  month.  If  Noteworthy  Records  are 
received  late,  they  will  be  published  in  the  next  issue  of  the  Prothonotary.  How¬ 
ever,  recent  records  are  the  most  newsworthy,  so  please  mail  your  records  not  later 
than  the  3rd  of  each  month  to  the  Junior  Statistician,  Richard  Drobits,  182  Texas 
Street,  Buffalo  15. 
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1950  Committees 

President  Winston  Brockner  has  appointed  the  following  committee  chairmen: 


Membership 

Program 

Conservation 

Publicity 

Finance 

Ro search 

Statistical 


Library 


Eugenia  Praemassing;  87  Linden  Ave.,  Buffalo  14  (VI.  3289) 
Donald  Gamble,  163  Audubon  Drive,  Snyder  21  (PA.  9206) 

Robert  Andrle,  59  Blantyre  Road,  Euffalo  16  (PA.  1411) 

Mary  Loui.se  Emerson,  587  Ashland  Ave.,  Buffalo  13 (LI.  0067) 
Katharine  McCann-,  429  Norwood  Ave.,  Buffalo  22  (EL,  6169) 
Bernard  Nathan,  Stuyvesant  Hotel,  245  Elmwood  Ave.,  Buffalo  9 

(GR.  8020) 

Clark  S.  Beardslee,  132  McKinley  Ave.,  Kenmore  17 (BE.  7707) 
Harold  Axtell,  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science ,  Buffalo  11 

(GR.  4100) 

Marie  Wendling,  87  Garrison  Road,  Williamsville  21  (PL.  6625) 


1950-51  Prothonotary  Staff 

The  Council  has  appointed  the  following  Prothonotary  staff  members: 


Editor  -  Ray  McCann,  429  Norwood  Ave,,  Buffalo  22  (EL,  6169) 
Associate  Editor  -  Bernard  Nathan,  Stuyvesant  Hotel,  245  Elmwood  Ave. 

Buffalo  9  (GR.  8020) 
Proofreader  -  Ellen  T.  Windsor,  144  Jewett  Pkwy. ,  Buffalo  14  (AM.  3570) 
Distribution  Mgr.  -  William  Meyer,  52  N.  Parade  Ave.,  Buffalo  11  (HU.  5537) 
Associate  Dist.  Mgr.  -  Mrs.  E.P.  Cummiskey,  1759  Hertel  Ave., 

Buffalo  16  (VI.  3382V 
Printer  -  Edward  Ulrich,  193  LaSalle  Ave.,  Buffalo  14  (PA.  8896) 
Treasurer  -  Kathryn  Praemassing,  87  Linden  Ave.,  Buffalo  14  (VI.  3289) 
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Published  Monthly  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society 

Buffalo.  New  York 


The  Month 


The  cold  weather  which  had  started  on  February  19  continued  into  March ,  with  a 
severe  cold  snap  occurring  at  the  outset  of  the  month.  Below  normal  temperatures 
persisted  until  the  21st,  when  six  straight  days  averaged  a  timid  three  degrees 
above  normal.  On  the  27th,  and  28th,  Soring  broke  through  briefly,  with  maximum 
temperatures  of  65  and  56  degrees  comparing  with  the  previous  high  of  43.  The 
fickle  creature  immediately  departed,  however,  and  the  last  three  days  of  the  month 
were  cold.  Total  precipitation  and  snowfall  were  both  well  above  normal,  making 
March  all  in  all  a  pretty  unpleasant  month.  During  the  first  twenty  days  of  cold, 
little  migratory  movement  was  visible.  In  the  more  normal  period  from  the  21st  to 
26th,  tentative  northward  probing  was  started  by  Red- shouldered  Hawk,  Woodcock, 
Flicker,  Phoebe,  Bluebird,  Robin  (not  common  until  the  25th),  Migrant  Shrikes, 

Rusty  Blackbird,  and  Song  Sparrow.  Bonaparte^  Gulls  and  Tree  Swallows  waited  for 
the  warmer  ¥/eather  of  the  28th.  The  first  Wild  Turkey  record  for  our  territory  in 
over  100  years  was  sent  us  by  Eaton.  Since  New  York  State  has  liberated  no  turkeys 
the  Olean  birds  must  have  spread  from  Pennsylvania. 


C.S.  Beardslee 


Noteworthy  Records 

i 

*  -  indicates  first  report  of  the  year. 

F  -  indicates  first  migrant  of  the  year. 


Holboel^s  Grebe 

Mar. 

,19 

1 

Lake  Chautauqua  Outlet  Lenna 

Pied-bild.  Grebe 

» 

11,19. 

,28  1,1, 

5  L.  Chautauqua  Outlet  Lenna 

27 

1 

Niagara  River,  Ont. 

Tulinoff 

Whistling  Swan 

tt 

13 

30 

over  Main  &  Niagara  Streets, --Broadbent; 

over  downtown  Bflo. 

Rosche 

ft 

27 

12 

Fredonia 

Sprague  rep.  Stanley 

tt 

29 

10 

Niagara  Falls, Ont. 

Tulinoff 

Canada  Goose 

It 

7 

18 

Niagara  Loop 

Bacon, Melberg, Griff ins 

tt 

12 

60 

Braddock's  Bay 

Wright,  Gamble 

ft 

12,26 

23,110 

max. 

L.  Chautauqua  Outlet  Lenna 

tt 

27 

250 

Oak  Orchard 

Seeber 

*L»  Snow  Goose 

tt 

19 

5 

LaSalle 

Heilborns 

*Blue  Goose 

tl 

27 

2 

Oak  Orchard 

Seeber 

Green-w.  Teal 

tt 

28F 

4 

Beaver  Island 

Mitchell 

22- 


Green-w .  Teal ( con  *  t . ) 
♦Shoveller 

♦Wood  Duck 
Ring-nkd.  Duck 


Kind  Eider 

Ruddy  Duck 
♦Red- should.  Hawk 


♦Wild  Turkey 
Coot 

Killdeer 
♦Woodcock 
Glaucous  Gull 


Iceland  Gull 


Kumlien’s  Gull 

Bonaparte 1 s  Gull 
Little  Gull 
♦Great  Horned  Owl 
Snowy  Owl 


Long-eared  Owl 
Flicker 


♦Red-bellied  Woodp. 

♦Red-headed  Woodpecker 
♦Phoebe 

Nor.  Horned  Lark 
♦Tree  Swallow 
Winter  Wren 

♦Bluebird 

Northern  Shrike 


Mar. 31  1 

"  25,26  2,3 

•«  31  1 

"  26  2 

28  50  max. 

31  12 


East  Eden  Melberg,  Griffin 

L.  Chautauqua  Outlet,  Riverside  Lenne 
East  Eden  Melberg,  Griffin 

Oak  Orchard  Mitchell,  et  al 

L.  Chautauqua  Outlet  Lenna 
East  Eden  Melberg,  Griffin 

Individuals  and  as  many  as  four  were  reported  at  Grand  Island 
and  other  places  in  the  Niagara  River, 


t» 

ti 


Feb. 11,12-1 
Mar. 19  1 

«  25,26  1,3 
”  25  1 

26  7 

26  1 
26,28  1,2 
28  1  ' 


Fort  Erie,  Ont.  Mitchell  et  al 
Fort  Erie,  Ont.  Andrle,  Gamble 
L.  Chautauqua  Outlet  Lenna 


» 

it 

n 

it 


Wilson 

Wanakah  to  Irving 
Oak  Orchard 
Fluvanna 
(found  dead)  Steam 

Valley  near  Olean 


Gamble 
B.O.S.  Trip 
Mitchell  et  al 
Lenna 

Wonder  rep,  Eaton 


17-28  4-30  max.  L.  Chautauqua  Outlet  Lenna 


"  7F 

1 

Hamburg 

Bacon, Melberg, Griff in 

"  22 

1 

Grand  Island 

Seeber 

”2,3,11 

1-3 

Buffalo  waterfront 

Andrle 

”  5 

1 

Tifft  Stfceet 

Griffin 

"  5 

2 

Lewiston 

Axtells,  Andrle 

"  11 

2 

East  River,  Goat  Island  Andrle,  Gamble 

”  12 

2 

Goat  Island 

Drobits  et  al 

all  month 

1-2 

Bflo.  waterfront 

Andrle 

»  18 

5  max. 

Bflo.  waterfront 

Andrle 

”  5 

1 

Lewiston 

Axtells,  Andrle 

”11,12, 19/1, 2,2 

Goat  Island 

Andrle , Gamble , Drobits 

”  5 

1 

Tifft  Street 

Griffin 

"  11 

1 

Gorge 

Seeber 

»  28F 

115 

Bird  Island 

Andrle 

Feb. 11,12 

1 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Mitchell  et  al. 

Jan, 20 

1 

Grand  Island 

B. O.S.  Owl  Trip 

Mar.  7 

1 

Niagara  Loop 

Bacon, Melberg, Griff in 

”  8,19 

6  max. 

2  near  Dunkirk 

rep. Stanley, Stanley  etal 

"  20 

1 

Hamburg 

Griffin 

”21,24,30  1,2, 

1  Tifft  Street 

Brockner,  Mitchell 

”  24 

1 

Erie  Basin 

Andrle 

”  26 

1 

south  shore  L.Erie 

B.O.S,  Trip 

"  27 

1 

Jamestown 

Levine,  rep.  Lenna 

”  25 

2 

Grand  Island 

Mitchell  et  al 

”  5 

1 

Point  Gratiot 

Stanley 

»  26F 

1 

south  shore  L.Erie 

B.O.S.  Trip 

"  26F 

2 

Oak  Orchard 

Mitchell  et  al 

2  wintered  near  Batavia 

rep.Pixley,  who  saw  1 
March  18 

5 

Niagara  on  Lake, Ont, 

,  Nathan  et  al 

«  24 

1 

Buffalo 

Verrill 

«  22 

4 

Grand  Island 

Seeber 

"  28 

10 

Riverside 

Lenna 

late  Jan. 

1 

feeder,  East  Aurora 

Ward  rep.  Mitchell 

Feb. 18 

1 

Barcelona 

Sundells  et  al 

Mar. 24 

1 

Alden 

rep.  Gamble 

"  24 

1 

Batavia 

Pixley 

"  19 

1 

Hamburg 

Bacon 

"  19 

1 

Grand  Island 

Seeber 

N  28 

1 

Redbird 

Lenna 

"  26 

1 

Derby 

B.O.S.  Trip 

«  27 

1 

Clarence 

-23- 

Seeber 

♦Migrant  Shrike 
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*Rusty  Blackbird 

Mar. 24 

2 

Grand  Island 

Seeber 

Bronzed  Grackle 

»  10F 

1 

near  Fredonia 

Stanley,  Fry 

Evening  Grosbeak 

all  Feb. 

40 

max.  Frewsburg 

Sundells  et  al 

Mar.  3 

14 

Batavia 

rep.  Pixley 

"  4 

1 

Olean 

Eaton 

"  6 

2 

Fredonia 

Stanley  et  al 

"  10 

11 

South  Dayton 

Webster 

"11,12,16,26 

14,3,3,31  Fluvanna 

Lenna 

"14,22 

5 

feeder,  Hamburg 

Griffins 

"24-26 

10 

max.  feeder,  Port  Colborne,  Ont.  White 

Common  Redpoll 

Feb. 26 

30 

Frewsburg 

Sundell 

Mar.  5 

l 

near  Lewiston 

Andrle,  Axtell 

"  12 

3 

Grand  Island 

Drobits  et  al 

Pine  Siskin 

"  25 

1 

Wilson 

Gamble 

♦Whit e -  thr ,  Sparrow 

"  26 

1 

Jamestown 

Lenna 

Swamp  Sparrow 

"11,26 

1 

Fluvanna 

Lenna 

Lapland  Longspur 

t.  3 

3 

Fuhrmann  Blvd. 

Andrle 

"  5 

3 

Lewiston 

Axtells,  Andrle 

"  12 

3 

Braddock's  Bay 

Wright,  Gamble 

"  18 

2 

Hamburg 

Griffins 

Snow  Bunting 

n  3 

70 

North  Buffalo 

Andrle 

n  5 

19 

Niagara  Loop 

Axtells 

«  11 

90 

Grand  Island 

Andrle,  Gamble 

"  3  ' 

250 

Braddock's  Bay 

Wright,  Gamble 

"  18 

20 

Hamburg 

Griffins 

»  18 

36 

Fuhrmann  Blvd. 

Andrle 

"  19 

75 

near  Dunkirk 

Stanley  et  al 

Total  for  February 

105 

Added  in  March 

-15- 

New  Total 

120 

ERROR  IN  JANUARY  "PROTHONOTARY" . . 

» 

Cowbird  record  should 

read  —  Dec 

.  22 

Frewsburg 

Sundell 

ERROR  IN  FEBRUARY  "PROTHONOTARY". 

#  • 

Redpoll  record  for 

Jan. 23  is 

incorrect;  it  should  read: 

Pine  Siskin 

Jan. 23 

50 

Frewsburg 

Sundell 

also:  Pine  Siskin 

"  28 

50 

Stillwater 

Olson,  Carlson 

Our  Cardinals  -  1949 

Our  lovely  male  cardinal  has  continuously  stayed  with  us  for  four  full  years  and 
is  starting  the  fifth.  (Prothonotary  March  1949,  1948,  1947.)  The  continuous 
observing  and  recording  of  the  same  bird  for  this  long  time  permits  interesting  com¬ 
parisons,  and  we  now  wish  we  had  kept  much  more  detailed  records.  The  present  female 
is  the  one  that  arrived  on  the  scene  in  the  early  fall  of  1948.  It  has  been  fascin¬ 
ating  to  notice  the  different  behavior  and  personality  in  the  three  different  females 
throughout  the  period.  This  year's  story  is  longer  and  more  interesting  than  before. 

The  1949  highlights  began  the  last  week  of  February,  Not  until  February  25  were 
the  old  male  and  the  young  female  seen  sitting  and  eating  in  good  companionship  side 
by  side  on  the  seed  tray.  On  the  27th  he  started  his  occasional  whistling.  This  was 
later  than  in  previous  years.  (In  1950  he  started  February  25  in  spite  of  the  very 
wintry  weather.) 

Not  until  the  first  week  of  April  did  the  male  start  to  whistle  in  earnest.  He 
then  also  began  to  show  a  little  more  attention  to  the  female  "but  on  the  whole  he 


-24 


A 


Tv'i 


A 


■ 


’ 


7  ' 


A  ; 


■j 


-5  . 


"  ' 

■ ,  ! 


W’  t 


'  •  - 


•‘•V 


. 


f 


£ 


.  >1  ' 

f*A  ft  - 


■  '  :  ‘  '■ 


r 


'(■ 


Oi 


I 


scorns  old  and  calm  compared  to  previous  years”.  They  both  started  to  study  the 
various  shrubs  around  Tryon’s  house.  April  7  to  12  he  tried  by  much  whistling  to 

call  her  attention  (as  last  year)  to  the  bush  next  to  the  window  where  his  two 
year  old  nest  was  still  in  position.  He  even  sat  on  the  old  nest  calling  for  her. 
She  came  once  to  inspect  the  bush  but  was  too  timid  and  nervous  to  stay.  I  quote 
from  my  April  16  notes:  ’’The  male  has  been  singing  a  lot  during  the  past  warm 
week,  although  not  as  vigorously  as  previous  springs.  He  feeds  her  cracked  seeds 
when  she  is  too  timid  to  come  to  the  tray  because  of  the  presence  of  us  or  the 
many  sparrows.” 

Around  April  15th  they  finally  built  a  nest  15  feet  up  in  a  dense  narrow 
decorative  evergreen  close  to  the  wall  of  another  house  (same  tree  as  1947).  I 
inspected  it  on  the  20th.  It  was  unusually  large,  deep  and  well-built  as  compared 
with  those  designed  by  females  of  previous  years,  and  had  much  white  material 
interwoven,  chiefly  birchbark  (none  in  194B).  No  egg  as  yet.  "Singing  goes  on 
every  day  but  not  as  much  as  previous  years."  April  27  female  seen  on  nest. 

Previous  to  this  date  both  birds  were  frequently  seen  together,  he  often  feeding 
her  cracked  seeds.  Nest  reported  empty  on  30th;  when  I  inspected  it  on  May  3,  I 
found  it  disturbed,  and  out  of  shape,  with  a  small  remnant  of  an  eggshell. 

May  16  -  "sings  now  and  then  only”.  May  18  -  "A  male  Rose-breasted  Grosbeak 
tried  to  get  onto  Tryon's  feed  tray  where  both  Cardinals  were  eating.  He  hovered 
over  it  three  or  four  times  but  had  not  enough  courage  to  settle  down.” 

Toward  end  of  May  we  began  to  suspect  a  new  nest  across  Cayuga  Greek  and,  when 
looking  on  the  28th,  we  quickly  found  it  in  the  shrubbery  close  to  the  location  of 
the  nests  in  1946.  Again  it  was  a  well-built,  deep  nest,  containing  white  * 
materials.  Location  -  6-1/2  feet  from  the  ground  in  a  tall  dense  barberry  bush. 
Thus,  this  year's  observations  gave  us  good  confirmation  of  last  year's  conclusions: 
1.  that  the  male  is  dominant  in  choosing  tho  nesting  site  and  that  he  is  conserva¬ 
tive  in  this  respect;  among  a  great  many  possible  locations  in  tho  vicinity  he 
preferred  the  close  proximity  to,  or  even  the  same  bush  as,  past  years'  nesting 
site;  £.  that  the  female  is  dominant  in  nest  construction;  the  three  females  during 
the  past  four  years  have  had  distinctly  different  nests  with  respect  to  both 
solidness  and  construction  materials,  and  each  female  repeated  her  type  each  time. 

We  took  the  mirror  with  us  the  next  day.  The  female  did  not  leave  until  my 
hand  was  about  a  foot  from  the  nest.  We  found  one  egg  and  two  babies,  hatched 
during  the  past  24  hours.  She  was  back  on  the  nest  in  less  than  a  minute.  A  brief 
look  with  the  mirror  on  June  3  revealed  two  youngsters  and  still  one  egg.  On  the 
10th,  the  babies  left  the  nest;  the  one  egg  was  infertile.  On  the  19th  I  wrote 
that  the  male  is  still  singing  ”very  sparingly"  and  also  that  both  birds  frequently 
come  to  the  feeding  tray  at  the  same  time,  leaving  the  babies  unprotected.  This 
kept  up  nearly  two  weeks,  indicating  that  no  further  nest  was  in  progress.  We 
wondered  how  soon  the  youngsters  would  show  up  on  our  side  of  the  creek. 

On  the  23rd  of  June,  a  young  Cowbird  disgraced  the  family  by  accompanying  the 
pair,  and  the  foster  baby  was  being  fed  chiefly  (or  entirely?)  by  the  female.  On 
July  1  we  observed  how  the  female  chased  away  the  begging  fledgling,  who  then  tried 
in  vain  to  crack  the  sunflower  seeds  on  the  tray.  It  stayed  around  the  immediate 
vicinity  for  another  week.  The  next  day  (July  2)  the  male  started  a  period  of 
lively  whistling  and  both  birds  were  flying  around  all  over  the  neighborhood.  All 
this  indicated  that  a  third  nesting  cycle  was  starting. 

The  whereabouts  of  the  other  youngster  was  still  a  puzzle  to  us  because  the 
parents  were  around  a  lot  and  we  had  been  used  to  the  young  birds  soon  following 
them  to  the  close  vicinity  of  the  feeding  stations.  We  were  looking  all  over. 
Finally,  on  the  evening  of  July  4>  an  immature  male  appeared  on  Tryon's  tray  to* 
gether  with  the  older  birds.  It  lingered  around  and  we  got  a  good  look  at  him. 
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He  had  &  full-grown,  quite  red  tail,  and  the  breast  was  bright  red  in  spots;  the 
bill  was  just-  starting  to  get  pink.  At  first  we  wondered  if  he  was  an  outsider 
because  it  seemed  incredible  that  he  should  have  avoided  showing  up  for  so  long 
this  year,  and  also  that  a  baby  out  of  the  nest  for  only  three  and  a  half  weeks 
would  look  so  mature.  However,  our  last  year's  records  showed  a  full-grown  tail 
after  27  days.  The  next  two  days,  on  our  own  tray  outside  our  window,  we  were 
able  to  study  him  further  as  he  was  begging  for  food  and  was  fed  several  times  by 
the  male.  For  approximately  another  week  the  youngster  was  frequently  fed  by  the 
male,  never  by  the  female.  It  seldom  cracked  its  own  seeds  until  after  this  period. 
What  convinced  us  even  more  than  the  feeding  by  the  male  that  it  was  our  own  baby 
was  the  fact  that  the  father  this  year  was  extremely  anxious  to  avoid  having  the 
youngster  around  where  it  was  visible.  He  repeatedly  flew  away  with  the  seeds 
when  the  son  came  too  close  to  the  house,  either  in  tree  or  on  tray.  On  July  11  I 
wrote  that  all  three  birds  were  on  the  tray  together  but  as  usual  only  the  male 
fed  the  youngster;  towards  trie  end  of  the  feeding  he  coaxed  away  the  young  three 
times  by  flying  away  with  the  seed,  but  the  hungry  youngster  returned  with  the 
father  each  time.  Although  it  was  an  unusually  wary  youngster  with  us  around,  we 
saw  him  once  thru  the  window  on  the  ground  below  our  tray  with  one  Grackle  only 
two  feet  from  him  and  a  gray  squirrel  only  two  feet  away  on  his  other  side  at  the 
same  tjme;  he  just  moved  out  of  the  way  when  they  came  too  close.  He  was  more 
pugnacious  than  his  parents  and  we  saw  him  several  times  chasing  away  the  sparrows 
at  the  tray.  The  youngster  stayed  around  to  July  29  and  was  entirely  independent 
of  its  parents  for  at  least  the  two  last  weeks,  as  far  as  we  could  see. 

I  also  have  a  note  stating  that  this  year's  female  Is  fond  of  taking  baths, 
whereas  none  of  us  recalls  ever  having  seen  the  male  in  either  our  or  Tryon's  bird 
baths  during  all  four  years.  Even  previous  females  almost  never  used  the  bird 
baths. 


On  July  31  I  wrote  that  we  observed  several  times  how  the  female  occasionally 
fed  the  male  a  cracked  seed  while  on  the  tray.  The  male  kept  up  his  merry 
whistling,  particularly  mornings  and  evenings,  thruout  July  and  did  not  stop 
completely  until  about  August  28.  We  found  no  nost  or  young  and  suspected  another 
accident.  (We  had  a  Screech  Owl  around  the  place  most  of  the  summer.)  The  male 
showed  signs  of  slight  molting  about  July  14  but  did  not  start  in  earnest  until 

about  August  26;  on  September  5  ho  looked  miserable.  The  female,  on  the  other  hand, 

looked  sleek  and  pretty  and  did  not  start  her  molting  until  about  September  14;  she 

did  not  look  bad  until  the  last  week  of  September.  September  5s  "they  now  mostly 

come  to  the  tray  separately,  almost  avoiding  each  other";  this  kept  up  for  five  or 
six  weeks.  September  "Both  birds  have  been  visiting  the  feeding  trays  more 
often  than  usual  but  do  not  stay  long."  Note  that  several  of  the  above  observations 
and  their  timing  tie  in  with  each  other  and  with  what  happened  next.  (This  also 
applies  to  several  other  paragraphs. ) 

Then  on  September  9  the  unexpected  happened.  The  youngest  baby  we  over  saw 
outside  a  nest  showed  up  in  a  small  tree  close  to  Tryon's  feeding  tray.  It  looked 
awkward  and  had  no  tail,  and  the  tip  of  the  bill  still  had  its  egg  tooth.  It  sat 
still  half  asleep  all  day  and  was  fed  only  by  the  male.  It  stayed  around  the  house 
for  several  days  and  nights.  The  poor  looking  molting  male  soon  found  himself  deep 
in  a  big  job  caring  for  his  "afterthought";  he  got  no  help  from  the  mate.  Only  one 
baby  showed  up,  A  short  red  tail  was  visible  on  the  14th  and  had  grown  out  consid¬ 
erably  on  the  18th.  Altho  the  female  was  frequently  present  she  still  took  no  part 
in  taking  cracked  kernels  from  the  tray  to  the  baby,  who  by  now  stayed  in  the  bushes 
50  to  100  feet  away  as  if  on  strict  orders.  Both  mature  birds  still  kept  up  their 
frequent  "chipping"  sound,  so  characteristic  during  the  spring  and  summer  months. 

September  27:  "Youngster  now  about  full  grown  with  reddish  tail,  but  bill 
still  gray.  Seen  on  tray  for  the  first  time  but  ate  only  seeds  cracked  by  the  male", 
September  29:  "All  three  birds  on  tray  at  the  same  time;  female  eating,  baby 
begging  and  male  feeding  him,  (It  4s  .now  unmistakeably  a  young  male.)  Young  male 
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followed  father  away  from  the  tray  while  mother  remained  eating.”  September  30:  > 

"Male  now  refuses  to  feed  begging  young  on  tray.  After  male  flew  away  young 
stayed  on,  picking  up  seeds  and  awkwardly  learning  to  crack  them.”  October  S: 

"7e  have  not  seen  the  youngster  for  the  past  two  days.”  As  in  the  past,  no  young 
stayed  around  very  long;  we  frequently  watched  them  chased  away  by  the  parents.  f» 

We  never  had  more  than  two  birds  feeding  here  even  during  the  winters,  one  male 
and  one  female.  "Parents  again  begin  to  come  to  tray  at  the  same  time."  *  * 

October  15:  "Female  never  molted  as  much  as  male  and  is  now  fairly  good-looking 
again,  not  so  the  male.  They  do  not  ’chip*  as  much  any  longer."  October  23: 

"Female  looks  beautiful  now."  November  5:  "Male  looks  much  better  by  now,  but  is 
not  yet  in  his  glory,"  November  12:  ’’Male  looks  about  as  pretty  as  he  will  be." 

This  late  nesting  record  was  surpassed  by  another  outside  Toronto,  Mrs.  D.H. 
Speirs  wrote  that  one  young  was  still  being  fed  by  the  female  at  the  feeding  table 
on  October  9,  1949.  By  comparison^  I  had  to  remove  snow  from  the  brush  on  A  aril 
19  and  20,  194V  to  keep  the  nest  on  even  keel  and  the  eggs  from  rolling  out  — 
showing  the  long  nesting  season  and  the  hardiness  of  the  babies  in  cold  spring 
and  fall  weather. 

Then  this  is  being  written,  spring  is  not  far  off,  and  the  male  has  already 
whistled  occasionally  for  his  mate.  VTe  are  all  looking  forward  to  another 
exciting  and  interesting  season  in  their  company.  Each  year’s  record  adds  inter¬ 
esting  facts,  and  comparisons  with  previous  years  become  more  fascinating. 

March  6,  1950  The  Heilborns 


Bird  Collecting  in  Western  New  York 

For  some  time  it  has  been  evident  that  the  study  collections  of  bird  skins 
and  mounts  at  the  Museum  have  been  quite  inadequate  both  in  the  number  of  specimens 
and  variety  of  species  necessary  for  proper  instruction  and  exhibition  purposes. 

The  great  value  of  these  collections,  not  only  to  those  especially  interested  in 
ornithology,  but  to  the  general  public  as  well,  through  display  and  their  use  in 
bird  study  classes  and  organizations,  is  recognized.  An  excellent,  brief  account 
of  the  status  and  value  of  the  Buffalo  Museum  bird  study  skin  collection  including 
a  clear  explanation  of  just  what  a  study  skin  is  and  how  it  is  used  may  be  found 
in  "Hobbies"  (publication  of  the  Museum),  Vol.29,  no. 4,  April  1949,  entitled  "The 
Bird  Study  Skin  Collection"  by  Dr.  Harold  H.  Axtell. 

The  immature  and  seasonal  plumages  of  many  species  are  lacking  and  even  the 
adult  birds  of  a  number  of  common  species  are  not  represented  in  the  collections. 
Many  of  the  mounted  specimens  and  especially  the  skins  either  need  reparis  or  are 
in  such  poor  condition  that  they  should  be  replaced,  but  they  have  been  retained 
because  no  new  specimens  are  available.  Each  year  a  small  amount  is  allocated  by 
the  museum  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  needed  specimens,  and  a  good  number  of 
additions  have  been  made  t'  rough  the  acquisition  of  birds  from  dealers  and  other 
collections.  However,  a  majroity  of  these  have  been  of  very  poor  quality,  necess¬ 
itating  extensive  repair  work.  This  situation  and  the  fact  that  the  species  and 
plumages  needed  are  not  always  available  somewhat  restrict  the  use  of  this  means 
to  increase  the  collections.  Some  few  additions  have  also  been  made,  through  the 
years,  by  dead  or  injured  birds  being  brought  in  to  the  Museum. 

Over  a  year  ago,  the  Advisory  Council  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society 
decided  it  might  be  well  to  undertake  some  serious  collecting  in  the  area.  Here¬ 
tofore,  collecting  had  been  rather  sporadic,  except  for  one  concerted  effort, 
which  was  discontinued  -  though  not  through  any  fault  of  the  collectors.  Several 
members  volunteered  to  devote  some  time  to  this  work  and  in  the  past  year  a  number 
of  valuable  additions  have  been  made.  However,  the  rate  at  which  birds  have  been 
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collected  has  not  been  able  to  be  increased  to  the  extent  that  was  hoped.  Yet,  as 
the  result  of  local  collecting  last  year,  many  important  specimens  have  been 
added  to  the  Museum* s  cases,  drawers,  and  deep  freezer.  Among  the  more  noteworthy 
collected  additions  are  such  species  as  Canada  Goose,  Richardson* s  Goose,  Forster's 
Tern,  British  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  and  several  other  species  of  gulls 
including  immature  plumages  of  the  Glaucous  and  Iceland.  Some  of  the  smaller 
species  acquired  are  Worn-eating  Warbler,  Purple  Finch,  Lincoln's  Sparrow,  Acadian 
Flycatcher,  several  other  Empidonaces,  and  some  of  the  confusing  fall  plumages  of 
Tennessee,  Black-poll  and  Cape  May  Warblers, 

It  is  hoped  that  by  continued  collecting  and,  when  possible,  by  purchasing, 
in  the  future  we  will  gradually  expand  these  collections  to  the  point  where  they 
will  be  consonant  with  the  prestige  of  the  Museum,  of  fullest  practical  value  in 
teaching  ornithology  and  field  identification  and  will  represent  a  complete  study 
group  of  the  birds  which  occur  in  this  area. 

Robert  F.  Andrle 


New  Member 

Miss  Elizabeth  Faul,  154  Woodward  Avenue,  Buffalo  14,  New  York,  became  a 
member  of  the  Society  on  March  22nd, 


Program 

Meetings  -  Humboldt  Room  of  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  -  8:00  P.M.  -  unless 
otherwise  noted. 

Wednesday,  May  10  -  Plans  for  the  Annual  Spring  Census  on  May  21;  Leaders:  Mr.  & 
Mrs.  R.  Gardner  Griffin.  Slide  symposium  by  all  members  with  35  mm. 
slides.  If  you  have  some,  call  UN.  1284. 

Wednesday,  May  24  -  Report  on  Annual  Spring  Census;  Leaders:  Mr.  &  Mrs.  R,  Gardner 
Griffin.  Summer  plans,  research  projects,  plans  for  Breeding  Bird  Census 
of  Cattaraugus  County;  Leader:  Bernard  Nathan. 

Wednesday,  June  14  -  Picnic  Meeting  at  Buckhorn  Island  Park.  Meet  at  South  Bridge 
to  Grand  Island  at  7:00  P.M.  or  at  the  intersection  of  Delaware  and 
Hertel  Avenue  at  6:30  P.M. 


Field  Trips 

Saturdays,  April  29,  May  6,  13,  20,  27  -  To  Delaware  Park  and  Forest  Lawn 

Cemetery.  Meet  at  corner  of  Windsor  and  Rumsey  Roads  at  7:00  A.M.  -  or 
at  Delaware  Avenue  entrance  to  Forest  Lawn  at  8:00  A.M. 

Saturday  &  Sunday,  May  6  &  7  -  To  Long  Point;  Leader:  Don  Gamble  (PA.  9206). 
Reservations  must  be  made  by  April  26. 

Saturday  &  Sunday,  May  13  &  14  -  To  Pymatuning.  Joint  trip  with  the  Audubon 

Society;  Leader:  Harold  D.  Mitchell  (VI.  2587).  Meet  at  Genesee  Street 
side  of  City  Hall  -  7:30  A.M. ,  Saturday.  We  will  meet  the  Pittsburgh 
group  at  1:00  A.M.  at  Priscilla *s  Cape  Cod  Kitchen  at  Erie,  Pa.  We  will 
cover  Presque  Isle  Saturday  afternoon.  Saturday  evening  at  Linesville, 
Pa.  Robert  Weigel  will  show  some  of  his  colored  motion  pictures.  Make 
reservations  with  Harold  D,  Mitchell  by  May  5th. 

Sunday,  May  21  -  Annual  Spring  Census;  Leaders:  Mr.  &  Mrs.  R.  Gardner  Griffin, 

35  Woodview  Avenue,  Hamburg,  New  York  (EM.  1680) 
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Field  Trips  (con’t,) 


Saturday  to  Tuesday,  May  27  to  30  -  To  the  Eastern  Panhandle  of  West  Virginia; 

Leaders:  Harold  D.  Mitchell  (VI.  2587)  and  Edward  L.  Seeber  (RI.  8739). 
One  group  will  leave  at  6;00  P.M. ,  Friday,  May  26  from  the  Genesee  St. 
side  of  City  Hall.  This  group  will  stop  overnight  near  Cookfs  Forest, 

Pa.  A  second  group  will  leave  at  8:30  A.M. ,  Saturday  from  the  same 
meeting  place.  Make  reservations  with  Mitchell  or  Seeber  by  May  20. 
Saturday  &  Sunday,  June  3  &  4  -  To  Forty  Acres;  Leader:  Winston  Brockner  (EL. 6888). 
Meet  at  Genesoe  St.  side  of  City  Hall  at  7:30  A.M.  Saturday  field  trip 
to  Southern  Tier.  Sunday  field  trip  to  Irving.  Make  reservations  with 
Jo  Windsor  (AM.  3570)  by  May  20. 

Saturday,  June  10  -  Annual  Picnic  -  Chestnut  Ridge  Park;  Leaders:  Kathryn  & 

Eugenia  Praemassing  (VI.  3289)  and  Mrs.  Cummiskey  (VI.  3382),  Meet  in 
the  part  at  the  Administration  Building  at  2:15  P.M.  Field  Trip  at 
2:30  P.M.  Picnic  Supper  at  6:00  P.M.  Make  reservations  by  June  8.  More 
details  in  May  Prothonotary. 

Sunday,  June  11  -  Breeding  Bird  Census  of  Cattaraugus  County;  Leader:  Bernard 

Nathan,  Stuyvesant  Hotel,  245  Elmwood  Avenue,  Buffalo  9,  N.Y.  (GR.8020). 

Important  Notice 

After  our  Check  List  has  been  published,  it  will  be  found  to  include  many 
"earliest"  and  "latest"  dates  of  occurrence  of  well-known  birds  in  addition  to 
records  of  extreme  rarities.  It  would  be  impractical  to  cite  the  entire  substan¬ 
tiating  evidence  for  every  unusual  occurrence.  In  some  instances  a  complete  des¬ 
cription  of  the  record  is  given,  with  a  footnote  giving  the  source  where  the  com¬ 
plete  material  can  be  found.  Again,  extreme  dates  are  occasionally  footnoted. 

These  footnotes  in  mapy  cases  refer  to  letters  received  from  our  observers  describ¬ 
ing  in  detail  the  supporting  evidence  for  their  unusual  record.  It  is  our  belief 
that  careful  readers  of  the  check  list,  as  well  as  compilers  of  future  lists, 
should  have  access  to  written  evidence  to  support  any  records  which  they  might  wish 
to  question.  For  this  reason  it  is  our  policy  to  send  out  a  post  card  inquiry 
requesting  substantiating  evidence  for  unusual  records.  We  may  not  at  the  time 
have  any  doubt  of  the  validity  of  the  record,  or  we  may.  If  the  record  should  be 
rejected,  we  have  a  basis  for  our  action;  if  it  should  be  accepted,  we  and  future 
students  will  have  available  the  written  evidence  to  support  our  acceptance.  We 
therefore  urgently  plead  that  all  our  observers  should  willingly,  promptly,  and 
conscientiously  reply  in  writing  to  any  inquiries  of  this  nature  which  they  may 
receive. 

The  Statisticians 


The  Awk 


Our  library  needs  the  following  issues  of  The  Awk  to  complete  its  files: 
All  months,  1941,  1942,  1943,  1944 
October,  1946 
All  months,  1947 
October,  1949 

If  any  member  wishes  to  dispose  of  his  copies,  we  would  be  glad  to  receive 

them. 


Please  mail  your  records  not  later  than  May  3  to  Richard  Drobits,  182  Texas  Street, 
Buffalo  15,  New  York 

Editor  -  Bay  McCann,  429  Norwood  Avenue,  Buffalo  22,  New  York  (EL.  6169) 

Treasurer  -  Kathryn  Praemassing,  87  Linden  Avenue,  Buffalo  14,  N.Y.  (VI.  3289) 
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The  Month 

April  gave  us  an  average  temperature  four  degrees  below  normal.  The  two  warm¬ 
est  days  of  the  month  were  the  4th  and  the  19th,  but  in  each  case  the  warmth  was  as 
brief  as  it  was  welcome,  and  was  followed  so  promptly  by  snow  that  no  favorable 
effect  on  migration  could  be  discerned.  The  last  five  days  of  the  month,  so  vital 
in  determining  the  character  of  the  warbler  migration,  were  quite  cool,  and  only 
two  species  of  the  family  were  present  at  that  time.  It  is  interesting  to  recall 
that  in  1949  thirteen  warblers  and  two  vireos  were  reported  in  April.  The  Hooded 
Warbler  record  of  the  14th  was  freakish,  and  accentuated  the  mystery  surrounding 
similar  occurrences  in  recent  years.  In  this  case  the  bird  was  found  dead  on  a  day 
when  the  temperature  reached  a  lew  of  20  degrees;  it  very  possibly  had  died  the 
previous  day.  when  a  high  of  26  and  low  of  19  accompanied  a  one -inch  fall  of  snow. 
All  in  all,  April  stole  only  two  species  from  May  this  year,  -  the  Hooded  Y/arbler 
and  a  Vecry.  An  orchid  to  Mrs.  Pixley  for  finding  the  White  Pelicans,  and  for  her 
prompt  report  which  made  it  possible  for  many  other  members  to  see  them.* 

C.S.  Beardslee 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


*  -  indicates  first  report  of  the  year. 

F  -  indicates  first  migrant  of  the  year. 
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April 
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50 

off  Navy  Island 

Tulinoff 

Horned  Grebe 

tt 
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75 

Allegheny  State 

Pk.  Axtell  and  class 

*White  Pelican 

1! 

28 

3 

Stafford’s  Pond 

Pixley 

D.Cr.  Cormorant 

ti 

10 

1 

Jamestown 

Lenna,  Powers 

ti 

15 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

Schaffner 

^American  Egret 

it 

5 

1 

Ellicott  Creek, 
Amherst 

Burch,  Mitchell  et  al 

*Green  Heron 

n 

29F 

1 

Jamestown 

Lenna 

^American  Bittern 

ti 

IF 

1 

Oak  Orchard 

Ki  ng 

*Mute  Swan 

it 

30 

1 

Ca  ssadaga  Lake 

Webster,  Rosche 

Whistling  Swan 

Mar. 

29,30 

190,50 

Frev/sburg 

Suniells,  McIntyre 

April 
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East  Eden 

Griffins 

it 

1,7 
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Clarence  Sinks 

Wright,  et  al;  Axtell s 

ti 
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20,4 

West  Shelby  Sink 

s  Wright,  Andrle,  Gamble 

IT 
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Whistling  Swan 

April 

6 

7,22 

Nice  Rd.,  sinks;  Oak  Orchard  Wendlings 

it 

9' 

21,1 

Bumtship  Creek;  West  River  Tulincff 

n 

23 

10 

Rose  Hill 

Delanesy  Rochester, 

rep.  Axtell 

Canada  Goose 

n 

6 

25,3000 

Nice  Rd. sinks;  Oak 

Orchard  Wendlings 

it 

7,14 

47,5000 

Clarence ;Cak  Orcha: 

rd  Axtells 

it 

7 

4S 

Stage  Road 

Schaffner 

tt 

9,15 

6000,7000 

Oak  Orchard 

Brockner, Byron; B. 0. S. 

Trip 

it 

9 

8000 

Oak  Orchard  &  lest 

Shelby  sinks 

Andrle , Gamble , Gampp 

L.  Snow  Goose 

it 

9-30 

1 

Oak  Orchard 

many  observers 

it 

9 

2 

Oak  Orchard  & 

Alabama  sinks 

Andrle , Gamble , Gampp 

Blue  Goose 

M 

9-30 

4 

Oak  Orchard 

many  observers 

Gadwall 

Mar, 

30 

1 

L. Chautauqua  Outlet  Hiller, Elderkins  etal 

April 

8,22 

6 

Riverside 

Powers,  Lenna 

European  Widgeon 

ti 

8 

1 

Wolcottsville 

Wright, Gamble,  Andrle 

Pintail 

it 

15 

4750 

'Volcottsville  & 

Oak  Orchard 

Mitchell  et  al 

Shoveller 

tt 

22 

16  max. 

Riverside 

Lenna,  Powers 

1  to  5  reported  from  E.  Eden,  Nice  Rd.,  Oak 

Orchard 

,  So, Dayton,  Burntshio  Crk#f  &  Tifft  St, 

Ring-nkd .  Duck 

it 

1-29 

100  max. 

Jamestown 

Lenna 

tt 

7 

45 

Clarence 

Axtells 

Wht.-w.  Scoter 

tt 

23 

1 

Cassadage  Lake 

Lenna 

tt 

23 

50 

L.  Ontario,  N.Y. 

shore 

Thorpe, Wolf ling  et  al. 

Surf  Scoter 

it 

23 

2 

Dunkirk 

Mitchell,  Lenna 

Ruddy  Duck 

tt 

1 

70  max. 

L. Chautauqua  Outlet  Lenna,  Powers 

tt 

9 

19 

Alabama  sinks 

Andrle , Gamble , Gampp 

it 

30 

12 

Cassadaga  Lake 

Webster,  Rosche 

Turkey  Vulture 

ti 

25 

1 

Flew  over  Humboldt 

Pk.  Axtell 

Goshawk 

n 

15 

1 

Leroy 

Sundell , Powers , Lenna 

Sharp- sh .  Hawk 

tt 

23 

25 

South  shore  L.Erie 

Mitchell  et  al. 

*3r  oad  -w  i  ng .  Haw  k 

it 

23F 

20 

South  shore  L.Erie 

Mitchell  et  al. 

Bald  Eagle 

it 

9 

1 

Nice  Road 

Brockner,  Byron 

it 

16 

1 

Bflo.  to  Barcelona 

B.O.S.  Trip 

Osprey 

it 

16 

1 

Bflo.  to  Barcelona 

B.O.S.  Trip 

tt 

16 

1 

Oak  Orchard 

Heilborn 

tt 

22 

1 

Burntship  Creek 

Schaffner 

ii 

22 

1 

Riverside 

Lenna,  Powers 

it 

23 

2 

Allegheny  State  Pk.Axtell  and  class 

it 

23 

1 

Shongo 

McMurtry 

*Duck  Hawk 

Mar , 

27F 

1 

L. Chautauqua  Outlet  Powers 

April  29 

1 

Fort  Erie ,  Ont . 

James,  Rosche 

Pigeon  Hawk 

it 

22 

1 

Riverside 

Lenna,  Powers 

ti 

30 

1 

Falconer 

Beal 

Ruffed  Grouse 

it 

16 

8 

South  Dayton 

Audubon  Trip 

*Sora 

it 

29F 

1 

Tifft  Street 

Andrle,  Rew 

♦Florida  Gallinule 

it 

23F 

2 

Mud  Lake,  Ont. 

Brockner,  Seeber 

Wilson's  Snipe 

tt 

IF 

1 

Tifft  Street 

Brockner 

♦Bartramian  Sandpp. 

it 

23F 

1 

Portland 

Mitchell  et  al. 

♦Spotted  Sandpiper 

tt 

29F 

2 

Res-  Hill,  Ont. 

James,  Rosche 

♦Gr .Yellow-legs 

n 

7F 

1 

Stage  Road 

Schaffner 

♦Lsr.  Yellow-legs 

it 

15F 

2 

Oak  Or  one  vi 

Mitchell  et  al. 

Glaucous  Gull 

n 

8 

1 

Bflo-  vV  tor-front 

Mitchell 

tt 

16 

1 

Wanakan 

Andrle,  Gamble 

ti 

22 

2 

Niag?.:'*a  Loop 

f.xtoj Is 

Iceland  Gull 

ti 

16 

1 

Buffal  o  Ha'i  bor 

Andrle ,  Gamble 

(31) 
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Kumlien’s  Gull*" 

April  16 

1 

Dunkirk 

B.O.S.  Trip 

♦Kittiwake 

Mar. 

5 

2 

Niagara  Fails, 

Ont. 

Smith, Satterly  (Toronto) 

♦Common  Tern 

April  17F 

1 

Bird  Island 

Mitchell 

Snowy  Owl 

n 

5,6:22-30 

1 

Tifft  Street 

Andrle,  Mitchell  et  al 

ti 

6 

1 

Squaw  Island 

Mitchell 

H 

15 

2 

DoneliyJs  Pier 

Mitchell 

tl 

7 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

Tulinoff,  Heilborns 

Long-eared  Owl 

n 

22 

2 

Welland  port  (Nest  1 

egg)  Meek, rep.  Selby 

Short-eared  Owl 

ti 

15,16 

3,1 

South  Dayton 

Webster; Audubon  Trip 

it 

16 

10 

Grand  Island 

Axtells 

it 

23 

1 

Canadian  shore 

L.Erie  Brockner,  Seeber 

it 

23 

1 

Sheridan 

Mitchell  et  al 

♦Chimney  Swift 

tt 

27F 

1 

Jamestown 

Lenna,  Powers 

Pileated  Woodpecker  n 

23 

1 

over  Jamestown 

Powers 

♦Yellow-b.Sapsucker  Mar 

,20 

1 

Hamburg 

Melberg 

April  10,11 

1 

Fluvanna,  Jamestown 

Powers 

Northern  Horned  Lark  n 

23 

8 

Eden 

Griffins 

♦Bank  Swallow 

n 

3  OF 

2 

South  Dayton 

Webster,  Rosche 

♦Rough-wgd.  Swallow  n 

22F 

1 

Riverside 

Lenna,  Powers 

♦Barn  fallow 

it 

16F 

1 

Randolph 

Powers 

♦Purple  Martin 

ti 

16F 

1 

South  Dayton 

Audubon  Trip 

♦Mockingbird 

ti 

27 

1 

Jamestown 

Elderkins, Bar kie, Aryans 

♦Veery 

tt 

29F 

1 

Jamestown 

Lenna 

♦Bl.-gr, Gnat catcher  n 

27F 

1 

Jamestown 

Lenna 

♦Pipit 

tt 

7F 

20 

Stage  Road 

Schaffner 

tt 

30 

175 

-200 

South  Dayton 

Webster,  Rosche 

Myrtle  Warbler 

tt 

19F 

3 

Hamburg  -to'  Irving 

Griffin  et  al. 

ti 

22 

1 

Jamestown 

Lenna,  Powers 

tt 

22 

2 

Riverside 

Powers 

♦Nor. Water-Thrush 

tt 

27F 

1 

Kennedy 

Beordslee 

tt 

29 

2 

Jamestown 

Lenna,  Powers 

♦Hooded  Warbler 

it 

14F 

1 (found  dead)  Niagara  Falls 

MacVean,  Scotchmer 

♦Bobolink 

n 

3  OF 

1 

Oak  Orchard 

Beardslee 

Evening  Grosbeak 

tt 

29 

53 

(max) 

Jamestown 

Lenna,  Powers 

♦Chipping  Sparrow 

ti 

9F 

1 

Weilcville 

McMurtry 

♦Field  Sparrow 

Mar, 

,25F 

1 

near  Fredonia 

Polacek,  rep.  Stanley 

♦Fox  Sparrow 

it 

28F 

3 

Frewsburg 

Sundells,  McIntyre 

Total  for  March 

120 

Added  in  April 

A2 

New  Total 

162 

SPRING 

DUCK  CENSUS 

Anri 

1  2,  1950 

106 

Spc  it 

and  1  Hybrid 

71,565 

Individuals 

TERRITORIES  AMD  OBSERVERS 


A  -  Canadian  side  Niagara  River  from 
B  «  Canadian  side  Niagara  River  from 
JC  -  Canadian  side  Lake  Erie  from  Ft. 

D  -  Canadian  side  Lake  Erie  from  Pt. 

E  -  Grand  Island  North  of  Whitehaven 
F  -  Grand  Island  South  of  Whitehaven 
G  -  American  side  Niagara  River  from 
H  -  American  side  Niagara  River  from 


Ft.  Erie  to  Niagara  Falls  -  Savage.  Almendinger. 
Niagara  Falls  to  Lak§  Ontario  &  Inland  -  Seeber. 
Erie  to  Pt.  Colborne  &  Inland  -  Andrle,  Gamble, 

Gampp. 

Colborne  to  Dunnville  (incl.  Mud  Lake)  •  Nathan, 

Byron,  Osgood. 

Road  -  Thorpe ,  Kivett. 

Road  -  ^sing ,  Facklarr.,  Cummiskeys. 

Bird  Island  to  Rainbow  Bridge  - 
Rainbow  Bridge  to  Lake  Ontario,  Wilson.  3ond  Lake 
and  Hyde  Park  -  Klauundes.,  Ho -looms. 
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aga 


Dock  Census 


(con’t.) 


I  -  American  side  Lake  Erie  from  Buffalo  Harbor  &  Tifft  Farm  to  Dunkirk  Harbor  - 

Br sunburn. 

J  -  Clarence  &  Newstead  Sinks,  Harris  Hill,  Corfu  -  Windsor.  Fall,  Emerson. 

K  -  Delaware  Park,  Forest  Lawn,  LaSalle  Quarry,  Lincoln  Park  -  Wo I dm an . 

L  -  Alleghany  Park  -  Axtells. 

M  -  Alleghany  Park,  Stillson’s  Pond,  Conewango  -  Eschelmans .  Rosche. 

N  -  Sinking  Ponds,  Orchard  Park  Reservoir,  Emery  Park  -  Webster.  Wendling. 

0  -  Lime  &  Java  Lakes,  Sandusky  -  Creightons.  McShanes, 

P  -  Dayton,  Silver  Creek  Reservoir,  E.  &  W.  Mud  Lakes,  Kent  Switch,  Cassadaga  &  Bear 

Lakes  -  Griffins.  Melberg,  Bacon. 

Q  -  Oak  Orchard  -  Mitchell.  Hermes1,  McCormick,  Mabbettes. 

R  -  Akron  Marsh,  Wolcottsville,  Selby  -  Brockners .  Weigel,  P.  Hermes. 

S  -  Dunkirk,  Fredonia,  Bear  Lake,  Cassadaga  Lake  -  Stanleys,  Schober,  Polacek, 

Coleman,  Goodrich,  Mrs.  Cobb. 

T  -  Riverside  Marsh,  Chautauqua  Lake,  Levant,  Sinclairville,  Stillson’s  &  Red  Ponds  - 

Sundell,  Beal,  Rappdale,  Baskie,  Anderson,  Olson, 
Powers,  Lenna,  Miller,  Elderkins,  Rog. Sundell, Van  Why 

U  -  Batavia  Area  -  Pixley. 

V  -  Fort  Erie  to  Pt.  Colborne  -  Murphy. 

W  -  Rochester  Area  -  Klonick  et  al 


Common  Loon  -  E  2 

Horned  Grebe  26 

Pied-billed  Grebe  27 

Great  Blue  Heron  102 

Black-crowned  Night  Heron  -  D,  E,  H  4 
Whistling  Swan  89 

Canada  Goose  8191 

Blue  Goose  -  Q,  R  2 

Black-Mallard  Hybrid  -  K  2 

Mallard  175 

Black  Duck  500 

Gadwall  -  T  3 

^European  Widgeon  -  S  1 

Baldpate  793 

Pintail  6529 

Green-winged  Teal  24 

Blue -winged  Teal  63 

Shoveller  17 

Wood  Duck  37 

Redhead  371 

Ring-necked  Duck  302 

Canvasback  2175 

Greater  Scaup  Duck)  4361 

Lesser  ”  "  ) 

American  Goldeneye  1509 

Bufflehead  238 

Old-squaw  994 

Ruddy  Duck  -  I,  S  7 

Hooded  Merganser  96 

American  Merganser  1497 

White-winged  Scoter  -  W  3 

Red-breasted  Merganser  997 

^Turkey  Vulture  47 

Sharp-shinned  Hawk  9 

Cooper’s  Hawk  5 

Red-tailed  Hawk  98 

Red-sbouldered  Hawk  27 


Rough-legged  Hawk  12 
Bald  Eagle  -  B,E,W  4 
Marsh  Hawk  56 
* Osprey  -  R  1 
Duck  Hawk  -  A,  D  2 
*Pigeon  Hawk  -  T  1 
Sparrow  Hawk  125 
Ruffed  Grouse  -  Q,  M  5 
Pheasant  131 
Coot  162 
Killdeer  217 
Woodcock  -  H,M,T  3 
Wilson’s  Snipe  -  S,  T  9 
Iceland  Gull  -  B,  C  2 
Kumlien’s  Gull  -  B,  C  2 
Great  Black-backed  Gull  8 
Herring  Gull  3097 
Ring-billed  Gull  4577 
Bonaparte’s  Gull  2318 
Rock  Dove  76 
Mourning  Dove  115 
Screech  Owl  -  I  1 
Great  Horned  Owl  -  M  1 
Snowy  Owl  -  I  3 
Long-eared  Owl  -  H  2 
Short-eared  Owl  -  E  3 
Belted  Kingfisher  28 
Flicker  13 
Pileated  Woodpecker  -  T  1 
Red-headed  Woodpecker  -  B,  H  6 
Hairy  Woodpecker  5 
Downy  Woodpecker  46 
Phoebe  30 
Prairie  Horned  Lark  151 
Tree  Swallow  -  D,  T,  W  6 
B lue  J ay  36 
Crow  1636 
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Black-capped  Chickadee 
*Tufted  Titmouse  *  B 
White-breasted  Nuthatch 
Red-breasted  Nuthatch  -  D,  H 
Brown  Creeper 
Winter  Wren  -  B,H,S,T, 

*Brown  Thrasher  -  H 
Robin 

Hermit  Thrush  -  T 
Bluebird 

Golden-Crowned  Kinglet 
Ruby-crowned  Kinglet  -  H,  V 
Cedar  Waxwing  -  C 
Northern  Shrike  -  I 
Migrant  Shrike  •>*  V 
Starling 
English  Sparrow 


x  y 


11373  Fox  Sparrow  -  F,  K,  T 
2031  Song  Sparrow 


2153  Purple  Finch  -  A,  K 
1  Goldfinch 


264  ^Red-eyed  Towhee 

56  ^Savannah  Sparrow  —  S,  T 

5  *Vesper  Sparrow  -  N 

20  Slate-colored  Junco 

1  Tree  Sparrow 

1  Field  Sparrow 


214  Meadowlark 

1  Redwing 

23  Rusty  Blackbird 

2  Bronzed  Grackle 
20  Cowbird 

6  Cardinal 

1  Evening  Grosbeak  -  B,  T 


7768 

343 

1248 

971 


6 

1131 


295 


42 

45 

9 

28 

6 

2 

1 


Unidentified:  1  Falcon 


1  Shrike 
20  Ducks 


1  Nuthatch 


A  mean  temperature  of  38  degrees  was  recorded  for  the  day,  the  range  being 
from  34  degrees  at  7:30  A.M.  to  40  degrees  at  7? 30  P.M.  A  high  wind  (SW-24  MPH  - 
7:30  A.M.  -  Buffalo)  covered  most  of  the  territory,  making  tears  flow  to  the  impair¬ 
ment  of  observation.  The  wind  dropped  in  the  afoernoon. 

Total  ducks  counted  numbered  20,691,  a  considerable  drop  from  the  last  two 
yea?*s*  record  counts  of  29,761  and  32,166.  However,  this  year*s  late  season  has 
g'ifc-n  us  a  new  high  in  numbers  of  many  of  the  diving  ducks  for  the  spring  census. 

Ci  r  asback,  Goldeneye,  Old-Squaw,  and  American  Merganser  showed  up  in  record  numbers 
and  Scaup  were  about  as  abundant  as  lest  year. 

The  pond  ducks,  in  general,  made  a  poor  showing,  probably  due  rather  to  the 
lateness  of  the  season  than  to  a  decrease  in  numbers.  Wood  duck  proved  to  be  an 
exception,  37  appearing  on  the  census.  The  Gadwalls  and  the  European  Widgeon 
reported  from  Chautauqua  County,  are  worthy  of  note. 

Hawks,  with  the  exception  of  Cooper1 s  and  Marsh  and  Bald  Eagle,  all  show  a 
definite  increase  over  figures  for  recent  years.  Notable  were  the  Osprey  and  the  two 
Duck  Hawks  reported. 

One  species  not  previously  reported  on  the  spring  duck  census  is  Kumlien^s  Gull, 
two  individuals  of  which  were  reported  from  Niagara  Falls  rind  the  northern  Niagara 
Gorge.  Two  Iceland  Gulls  also  were  noted,  one  in  the  Niagara  Gorge  and  one  off  the 
Canadian  shore  of  Lake  Erie. 

Tufted  Titmouse  and  Northern  Shrike  are  two  species  recorded  which  seldom  appear 
in  this  census. 

I  wish  to  thank  all  the  members  and  their  parties  whose  efforts  have  given  us 
fine  coverage  of  the  territory  and  shown  such  remarkable  results. 


RICHARD  BYRON 


AN  EXTRAORDINARY  RECORD 


The  appearance  of  an  accidental  migrant  in  our  Niagara  Frontier  region  is  always 
of  Interest  to  local  ornithologists.  We  strive  to  be  ever  on  the  lookout,  when  in  the 
field,  for  cnnh  an  occurrence.  On  a  field  trip  conducted  on  August  1,  1948  along  the 
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Canadian  shore  of  Lake  Erie  by  the  Buffalo  Audubon  Society,  for  the  particular  cur- 
pose  of  observing  shore-birds,  usually  near  the  height  of  migration  at  thau  season, 
we  had  the  good  fortune  of  observing  a  bird  which  never,  to  our  knowledge,  has  been 
recorded  in  eastern  North  America. 

About  1^-  to  2  miles  west  of  Port  Colborne,  Ontario,  on  the  beach  of  Sugar  Loaf 
Point,  a  shore  bird  was  noted  which  we  recognized  as  entirely  different  from  any 
species  regularly  appearing  here.  It  was  about  the  size  of  a  Lesser  Yellow-Legs, 
but  with  a  somewhat  heavier  bill,  and  with  shorter  dull  yellowish  legs.  There  was  a 
whitish  line  over  the  eye,  and  white  under  parts  barred  with  dark  gray  on  much  of 
the  breast,  sides,  belly,  and  under  tail  coverts.  The  back  wqs  uniformly  grayish, 
with  a  slight  brownish  tinge.  The  rump  and  tail  were  uniform  in  color  with  the  back 
and  with  the  rather  long  wings,  so  that,  when  the  bird  was  flushed,  the  entire  upper 
parts  were  of  the  same  dark  color,  with  no  light  area  apparent.  It  was  a  Wandering 
Tattler,  Heteroscelus  Incanus. 

The  bird  apparently  still  retained  much  of  its  spring  plumage  but  was  starting 
to  acquire  fall  plum<uge.  In  regard  to  the  barring  of  the  under  parts,  the  effect  was 
similar  to  the  appearance  of  some  of  the  Stilt  Sandpipers  which  appear  here  in  late 
July  or  early  August. 

The  bird  was  flushed  on  several  occasions.  Once  it  uttered  a  call  note,  which 
was  heard  by  several  of  our  party,  including  Dr.  Harold  Axtell^),  who  had  seen  and 
heard  this  species  on  the  California  coast* 

Others  who  observed  the  bird  were  Messrs.  Bernard  Nathan,  Edward  Seeber, 

William  Almendinger,  Winston  Brockner,  George  Smith,  George  Buckland,  Leon  Wiard, 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  R.  Gardner  Griffin,  Mrs.  Broadbent,  Miss  Frances  Folsom,  Miss  Helen 
Nowacki,  Miss  Gertrude  Webster,  and  the  writer. 

According  to  the  A. O.U.  checklist,  the  Wandering  Tattler  breeds  from  south 
central  Alaska  (Mt.  McKinley  and  Nome)  to  east  central  Yukon  (McMillan  River)  and 
south  to  Prince  William  Sound.  It  occurs  west  to  Norton  Sound  and  northern  Siberia. 
7/inters  from  southern  California  to  the  Galapagos  and  Ecuador,  in  Hawaii,  Oceanica, 
and  Australia.  It  migrates  along  the  Pacific  coast  and  east  to  Crater  Lake,  Oregon. 
Hoffman  ^'mentions  that  a  few  remain  along  the  Pacific  coast  of  the  United  States 
in  summer. 

Except  for  a  30  mile  southwest  wind,  there  had  been  no  weather  conditions  which 
would  account  for  the  appearance  of  the  bird,  so  far  from  its  regular  migration 
route.  Possibly  it  joined  ether  shorebirds,  such  as  Western  Sandpipers,  and  migra¬ 
ted  with  them  from  its  breeding  grounds  in  a  southeasterly  direction  across  the 
continent.  This  is  one  of  the  many  migration  mysteries  which  remain  to  be  solved. 

Harold  D.  Mitchell  -  Sept.  27,1948 

(1)  Dr.  Axtell  has  written  an  article  for  publication  in  The  Auk,  concerning  this 

record. 

(2)  Ralph  Hoffman,  Birds  of  the  Pacific  States,  p.  113. 

NEW  MEMBERS 

The  Society  welcomes  the  following  new  members: 

J.  Edgar  Gamble  (Associate)  -  428  Glenwood  Avenue,  -  Buffalo  8,  New  York 
Mrs.  Roland  Tills  (Associate  -121  Buffalo  Street,  -  Hamburg,  New  York 
Mrs.  Harold  Zink  (Associate)  -  80  Dudley  Avenue,  -  Hamburg,  New  York 
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MEET  ms 

«WU-  -A.  >,W*4 


Wednesday,  June  14  -  Picnic  Meeting  r.t  Buokhorn  Island  State  Park.  Meet  at  3  jx.t’i 

Bridge  tc  Grand  Inland  at  7:00  P.M.  or  at  the  intersection  of 
Delaware  Avenue  and  Hertel  Avenue  at  6:30  P.M. 

Wednesday,  June  28  -  Picnic  Meeting  at  Elco  Beach,  Meet  at  Elco  Beach  at  7:00  PM 

or  at  Peace  Bridge  at  6:00  P.M.  Bring  bathing  suit  (IF  YOU 
SWIM) . 


FIELD  TRIPS 


Saturday, &  Sunday,  June  3  &  4  -  To  Forty  Aches;  Leader:  Bernard  Nathan  (GR.  8020) 

Meet  at  Genesee  Street  side  of  City  Hall  at  7:30  A.M. 

Saturday  field  trip  to  Southern  Tier.  Sunday  field  trip  to 
Irving.  Make  reservations  with  Jo  Windsor  (AM.  3570)  by 
May  20, 


Saturday,  June  10  -  Annual  Picnic  -  Chestnut  Ridge  Park;  Leaders:  Kathryn  and 

Eugenia  Praemassing  (VI.  3289),  Ed  and  Leila  C-ummiskey 
(VI.  3332)o  Admission  $1.00  for  the  benefit  of  the  Sanctuary 
Fund.  Donations  of  food  accepted  as  usual.  Meet  in  the  Park 
at  the  Administration  Building  at  2:15  P.M,  Field  trip  at 
2:30  P.M.  Picnic  supper  at  6:00  P.M.  Make  reservations  by 
June  8, 

Sunday,  June  11th  -  Breeding  Bird  Census  of  Cattaraugus  County;  Leader:  Bernard 

Nathan,  Stuywsant  Hotel,  245  Elmwood  Avenue,  Buffalo  9,  N.Y. 
(GR.  8020) , 

Sunday,  June  18  -  To  Java  Lake  Beg;  Leader:  Winston  Brockner  (EL.  6888).  Meet  at 

Genesee  Street  side  of  City  Hall  at  8:00  A.M. 

Saturday  to  Tuesday,  July  1  to  4  -  To  Algonquin  Park,  Ontario;  Leader:  Bernard 

Nathan  (GR.  8020) . 


THE  GRAPEVINE 


On  the  first  trials  of  our  phone  system  we  encountered  some  difficulty  due  to 
misunderstanding. 

The  "grapevine11  was  designed  to  meet  the  difficulty  of  temporarily  unavailable 
members  in  each  of  the  three  main  branches. 

If  you  will  observe  the  two  following  rules,  all  misunderstanding  should  be 
cleared  up.  Refer  to  your  "grapevine"  call  sheet* 

1,  Call  the  people  whose  names  are  listed  in  the  right  hand  column  in 
the  group  opposite  your  name.  If  there  are  no  names  listed  opposite 
your  name,  you  are  at  a  branch  end. 

2.  The  people  whose  names  appear  in  the  Deft  hand  column  are  your  group 
members.  DO  NOT  CALL  A  GROUP  MEMBER  unless  your  informer  requests  you 
to  do  so.  In  this  case  make  the  calls  which  would  normally  be  made 

by  that  group  member.  Call  the  group  member  later  in  the  day,  or  the 
next  day  so  that  he  will  not  miss  the  message, 

A  suggestion  is  opportune:  each  time  you  make  a  phone  call  in  this  system,  say 
"This  is  a  grapevine  call".  It  should  become  a  slogan..  ~  The  Grapevine  Committee 

#  *****-** 

Please  mail  your  records  not  later  than  June  3,  to  Richar'd  Lrobita ,  182  Texas:  St. (15) 

Editor  -  Ray  McCann,  429  Norwood  Avenue  -  Buffalo  22 ?  N.Y.  (EL.  6l69) 

Treasurer  0  Kathrvn  Praemassing,  87  Linden  Ave.,  Buffalo  14,  N.Y.  (VI.  3289) 
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Published  Monthly  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society 

Buffalo.  New  York 


The  Month 

For  the  most  part  May  was  a  month  of  pleasant  weather,  Bilean  temperature  was 
1.4  degrees  above  normal,  precipitation  nearly  an  inch  less  than  normal,  and  total 
sunshine  65  percent  of  the  possible,  an  exceptionally  high  figure  for  May.  The  cool 
weather  of  late  April  ended  on  May  3,  and  the  temperature  climbed  rapidly  to  a 
record  90  on  the  fifth.  Through  this  suddenly  opened  door,  the  warblers  trooped  in, 
and  many  first  arrivals  we re  reported  from  the  4th  to  the  7th.  Western  New  York  was 
or.  the  fringe  of  the  great  storm  which  caused  much  damage  in  the  midwest  on  the  5th. 
On  the  bth  we  had  strong  southwest  winds  averaging  33.7  M.P.H, ,  with  gusts  up  to 
6.:  t .  f.  "b  At  the  risk  of  incurring  Ray  Verrili’s  criticism  for  post  hoc,  ergo 
£'  h£9  reasoning,  I  might  timidly  point  out  (without  further  comment)  that 

imi  .a  '.lately  following  this  very  severe  storm  our  observers  reported  Glossy  Ibis 
on  the  6th  and  Eared  Grebe,  American  Egret,  Yellow-crowned  Night  Heron,  and  Mock¬ 
ingbird,  all  on  the  7th  J J  Although  there  were  some  variations  in  day-to-day  obser¬ 
ving  there  were  no  really  outstanding  migration  waves  during  the  month.  As  was  the 
ce.se  last  year,  warblers  were  spread  out  rather  thin  on  the  Spring  Census,  which 
nevertheless  ended  up  with  c.  record  total  of  speoies,  subspecies,  and  hybrids 
observed.  The  Statisticians  wish  to  commend  our  observers  for  the  increasingly 
careful  field  work  being  done  by  them. 


C.S.  Board slee 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


*  -  indicates  first  report  of  the  year 
L  -  indicates  last  migrant  of  the  season 


Common  Loon 

May  18 

1 

Flew  over  Chestnut 
Ridge  Park 

Axtell,  Beard slee 

Red-ohr ,  Loon 

n 

4 

1 

Braddock f  s  Bay 

Beadle , Moore , Pixley 

it 

10 

1 

Niagara  Gorge 

Mitchell 

Horned  Grebe 

it 

28L 

1 

Pt.Abino,  Ont. 

Seeber 

L '  -  cc-  Grebe 

n 

7 

1 

Morgan  *  s  Pt , ,  Ont . 

Axte I is , Nathan , 

•Seeoer 

D,  cr  Cormorant 

it 

7 

3 

Oak  Orchard 

Beadle,  Moore 

At. cr,  Egret 

ii 

7 

1 

Dunnville,  Ont. 

Axrel.LS,  Nathan, 

See her 
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Amor.  Egret 

May  14 

1 

Stromness,  Ont. 

Brockner,  Tulinoffs 

Green  Heron 
*Yellow-cr. Night 

Apr. 29 

1 

Forest  Lawn 

Osgood 

Heron 

May  7 

1 

Me Nab,  Ont. 

Axtells,  Nathan,  Seeber 

*Glossy  Ibis 

"  6-17 

1 

Ling  Rd.,  Rochester 

G.O.S.,  rep.  Clement 

*Least  Bittern 

«.  7 

1 

Tifft  Street 

Mitchell  et  al. 

Canada  Goose 

"  3 

2,000 

Oak  Orchard 

Brett le,  Bacon, Me lberg 

Snow  Goose 

Apr.  3 

3 

Frewsburg 

McIntyre,  Sundell 

Gadwall 

May  13L 

2 

Canadian  shore 

Axtells,  Thorpe, Woldman 

Shoveller 

"  30 

1 

Mud  Lake,  Ont. 

Kochs 

Euffle-head 

"  28L 

2 

Yacht  Harbor,  Ont. 

Seeber 

King  Eider 

"  20 

1 

South  Harbor 

Mitchell 

White ~w .  Sc oter 

"  2 

2 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Mitchell 

"  13L 

6 

Canadian  shore 

Axtells, Thorpe, Woldman 

Surf  Scoter 

»  19L 

2 

South  Harbor 

Seeber 

Ruddy  Duck 

"  23L 

2 

South  Harbor 

Mitchell 

American  Merganser 

»«  2SL 

4 

Yacht  Harbor,  Ont. 

Seeber 

Rough -lgd .  Hawk 

"  3 

1 

Oak  Orchard 

Brettle, Bacon,  Melberg 

n  7 

1 

Taylor  Hollow 

Mclberg,  Griffins 

"  13 

1 

Long  Beach,  Ont. 

Axtells,  Thorpe, Woldman 

Osprey 

”  2 

1 

Oak  Orchard 

Thorpe 

"  7 

2 

Allegheny  St.  Park 

Praemassings 

Peregrine  Falcon 

Apr . 29L 

1 

Jamestown 

Beal 

Pigeon  Hawk 

n  24 

1 

Frewsburg 

Sundell 

^Virginia  Rail 

«  17 

1 

Frewsburg 

Sundell 

^Ringed  Plover 

May  13 

13 

Canadian  shore 

Axtells , Thorpe , Woldman 

Black-bell.  Plover 

0  2SL 

1 

Canadian  shore 

Seeber 

*Ruddy  Turnstone 

"  20 

3 

Canadian  shore 

Axtells , Schaf f ner , 
Wolfling 

Hudsonian  Curlew 

"  2S 

18; 177 

Point  Abino; 
Rockhouse  Pt,,0nt. 

Seeber 

•^Solitary  Sandpiper 

"  3,4 

1,1 

Oak  Orchard,  Eden 

Melberg  et  al. 

*Peeooral  Sandppr. 

Apr.  6 

3 

Frewsburg 

Sundell 

*Least  Sandppr. 

May  13 

4 

near  Dunnville , Ont . 

Nathan,  Seeber,  Filor 

«»  13 

9 

Canadian  shore 

Axtells , Thorpe , Woldman 

*Red-blcd.  Sandppr. 

"  20 

1 

Rockhouse  Pt.,0nt. 

Seeber,  Woldman 

"  20 

3 

Canadian  shore 

Axtell s, Schaf f ner, 
Wolfling 

* Semi palm . Sandppr . 

»  14 

2 

Canadian  shore 

Brockner,  Tulinoffs 

"  14 

2 

near  Dunnville, Ont. 

Seeber,  Byron 

Sander ling 

"  2S 

31 

Canadian  shore 

Seeber 

Forster *3  Tern 

"  28L 

1 

Feeder  Canal,  Ont. 

Seeber 

^Caspian  Tern 

»  6 

1 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Axtells 

»  28 

1 

Rockhouse  Point, Ont 

.Seeber 

*Black  Tern 

1!  O 

4 

Oak  Orchard 

Thorpe 

"  10 

185 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Mitchell 

*Yellow-b.  Cuckoo 

'»  13 

1 

Crystal  Beach, Ont. 

Schaffner,  Rosche 

*Black-b.  Cuckoo 

"  4 

1 

U.  of  B.  Campus 

Rosche 

Barn  Gwi 

Apr . 17 

1 (found  dead)  Frewsburg 

McIntyre,  Sundell 

Barred  Owl 

May  3 

1 

Forest  Lawn  Cemetery  Rosche 

Short-oared  Owl 

"  27 

3 

East  Aurora 

Rosche,  Schaffner 

*Whip~poor-will 

n  5.7 

1 

Lewiston 

Kochs 

"  7 

1 

Riverside 

Lenna 

u  13 

6 

Niagara  Frontier  Region  Axtells,  Thorpe, 

Woldman 

*N?.ghihavk 

"  8 

1 

Jamestown 

Powers 

*;H',vwmlngbird 

"  6 

1 

Delaware  Park 

Seeber 

*Eingbx.cd 

Apr. 28 

1 

Weiisriile 

MoMurtry 

May  6 

1 

Castile 

Van  Arsdale 

"  6 

1 

J  ame stown 
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*Crested  Flycatcher 

May 

4,6 

1 

Forest  Lawn 

Mitchell 

*Yellow-b.  Flycatcher  " 

13 

1 

Morgan* s  Point, Ont. 

Nathan,  Seeber,  Filor 

*Acadian  Flycatcher 

II 

28 

1 

Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

Seeber 

*Alder  Flycatcher 

tl 

20 

2 

Point  Stockholm 

Lenna 

*Loast  Flycatcher 

Awr, 

.27 

1 

Jamestown 

Elde.rkins 

*Wood  Pewee 

First  actual  record 

to  be  supplied  in  next  issue 

Olive-sided  Flycatcher  May  30 

1 

Taylor  Hollow 

Seober 

*Cliff  Swallow 

it 

10 

20 

Goat  Island 

Mitchell 

Tufted  Titmouse 

n 

20 

1 

Taylor  Hollow 

Axtells , Schaf f ner , 

Wolf ling 

-House  Wren 

n 

3 

1 

Wellsville 

McMuriry 

.ci'13- fc .  Mar sh  Wren 

it 

7 

2 

Riverside 

Lenna 

*Shor t  -b » Mar  sh  Wr  e  n 

u 

14 

1 

W i ndmi 11  Point, Ont . 

Praemassings  et  al. 

it 

14 

1 

Bergen  Swamp 

Axtells  et  al. 

Mockingbird 

tl 

7 

1 

Morgan ss  Point 

Axtol 1 3 , Nathan , Seeber 

*C at bird 

ti 

4 

1 

Jamestown 

Powers 

ti 

4 

1 

Lewiston 

Klabundes 

it 

4 

1 

Forest  Lawn 

Mitchell  et  al. 

*Wood  Thrush 

n 

2 

1 

U  of  B  Campus 

Ros one 

*01ive-bkd.  Thrush 

n 

6,6 

2,1 

Forest  Lawn, Lewiston  Mitchell,  Klabundes 

ii 

6 

4 

Lake  shore  road 

Axtells 

it 

6 

3 

Lake  Chautauqua  Outlet  Lenna 

*Gray-ch.  Thrush 

n 

11 

1 

Delaware  Park 

Axtells 

» 

ii 

28L 

1 

Morgan ?s  Feint, Ont. 

Seeber 

Bl.-gr.  Gnatcatcher 

it 

6 

1 

Sturgeon  Point 

Axtells 

ti 

6 

3 

Point  Gratior,  Dunkirk  Powers 

Pipit 

n 

13 

10 

Niagara  Frontier  area  Axtells,  Thorpe, 

Wold man 

ii 

18L 

2 

Chestnut  Ridge,  Taylor 

Hollow 

Axtell,  Beardslee 

*Yellow-th.  Vireo 

ii 

6 

3 

Fluvanna 

Lenna 

■^Solitary  Vireo 

Apr, 

,30 

1 

Holland 

Woldman 

May 

1 

1 

Jamestown 

Beal 

*Red~eyed  Vireo 

it 

13 

2 

Point  Gratiot,  Dunkirk  Powers 

•^Philadelphia  Vireo 

ii 

12 

1 

Lewiston 

Klabundes 

ti 

13 

1 

Waver ly  Beach , Ont . 

So  he.  finer ,  Rosche 

it 

23 

1 (collected)  Tifft  Street 

Axtell 

it 

28 

3 

Canadian  shore 

Seeber 

*Warbling  Vireo 

n 

4 

1 

James town 

Beal 

*B1.  &  Wh.  Warbler 

ti 

2 

1 

Forest  Lawn 

Almendinger  et  al 

*Prothon*y  Warbler 

n 

7 

1 

Riverside 

Lenna  et  al. 

*Golden-w,  Warbler 

ii 

7 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

Tulinoff.  Koch 

n 

7 

1 

Eden 

Mitchell  et  al. 

*Blue-wgd.  Warbler 

it 

7 

1 

Eden 

Mitchell  et  al. 

ii 

7 

4 

Rive  aside 

Lenna 

it 

7 

1 

Guard  Island 

Osgood 

*Brewster  *  s  Warbler 

ii 

7 

1 

Taylor  Hollow 

Mcltwrg,  Griffins 

*Tennesee  Warbler 

it 

4 

1 

Delaw -are  Park 

Mitchell  et  al. 

*0range-crw  Warbler 

n 

13 

1 

Niagara  Frontier  Region  Axtells,  Thorpe, 

Woldman 

n 

16 

1 

Delaware  Park  &  Foresv  lawn  Axtells  et  i 

n 

17 

1 

Dole  were  Park 

Seober 

*Nashville  Warbler 

ii 

4 

1 

Lewi  si  on 

K  .  wr.  rides 

it 

4 

1 

Forest  Lawn 

Mitchell,  Axtells  et  « 

‘"Ferula  Warbler 

it 

6 

2 

Lake  shore  road 

Axtell1  s  ' 

*Yoliow  Warbler 

it 

5,6 

4,9 

Femes'.  Lawn 

Mitchell 

ii 

5 

2 

Dunnvi;  j.e,  Ont. 

B°ard, -.Lee 

ii 

5 

1 

Williams- villo 

Prof,,  Alexander 

^Magnolia  Warbler 

it 

4 

1 

Lake  Chautauqua  Outlet  Lenna 

29- 
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*Cape  May  Warbler 

May  6 

5 

Lake  Chautauqua 

Outlet  Lenna,  Powers 

it 

6 

1 

Lake  Shore  road 

Axtells 

*Bl.-thr.  Blue  Warb. 

ti 

4 

1 

near  Wellsville 

Me Mur try 

*Bl.-thr. Green  Warb. 

it 

4 

4 

Eden 

Bacon, Me lberg, Griff in 

it 

4 

1 

Lewi ston 

Klabundes 

*Cerulean  Warbler 

n 

20 

1 

Lewiston 

Klabundes 

^Blackburn,  Warbler 

n 

4 

1 

Lake  Chautauqua 

Outlet  Lenna 

ii 

4 

1 

Forest  Lawn 

Mitchell,  Axtells  et  al. 

*Chestnut-s.  ’Warb. 

ti 

4 

1 

LaSalle 

Heilborn 

*Bay-br.  Warbler 

it 

6 

2 

Lake  Chautauqua 

Outlet  Lenna 

*31ack-poll  Warbler 

it 

18 

1 

Tifft  Street 

Axtell,  Beardslee 

*Fine  Warbler 

it 

5 

1 

Dunnville ,  Ont . 

Beardslee 

*Prairie  Warbler 

ii 

10 

1 

ne~r  Wellsville 

McMurtry  et  al 

*We stern  Palm  Warb, 

ii 

3 

1 

Oak  Orchard 

Bacon, Brettle , Melberg 

*Yellow  Palm  Warb. 

n 

3 

1 

Oak  Orchard 

Bacon,  Brettle, Melberg 

*0ven-bird 

it 

4 

1 

Jame stown 

Beal,  Lenna 

it 

4 

2 

Forest  Lawn 

Axtells,  Mitchell  et  al 

it 

4 

2 

U  of  B  Campus 

Rosche 

it 

4 

1 

Lewiston 

Kochs 

*La,  Waterthrush 

n 

18 

2 

areas  south  of  Buffalo  Axtell,  Beard slee 

*Mourning  Warbler 

it 

8 

1 

Hamburg 

Melberg,  Griffin 

tt 

9 

1 

Taylor  Hollow 

Bacon,  Melberg, Griff in 

*No.  Yellowthroat 

ti 

6 

1 

Delaware  Park 

Seeber 

it 

6 

1 

Lake  shore  road 

Axtells 

it 

6 

1 

Lewi ston 

Kochs 

tt 

6 

1 

Lake  Chautauqua 

Outlet  Lenna 

*Yellow-br,  Chat 

ti 

6 

1 

Lake  Chautauqua  Outlet  Lenna,  Powers 

ti 

14 

1 

Taylor  Hollow 

Griffins 

it 

17 

1 

Tifft  Street 

Axtell 

ti 

20 

1 

Niagara  Frontier 

area  Axtells,  Schaffner, 

Wol fling 

it 

26 

1 

Orchard  Park 

Wander 

Hooded  Warbler 

ii 

7 

2 

Eden 

Mitchell  et  al. 

*Wilson,s  Warbler 

ti 

13 

1 

Niagara  Frontier 

1  area  Axtells,  Thorpe, 

Woldman 

^Canada  Warbler 

tt 

6 

2 

Lake  Chautauqua  Outlet  Lenna 

*Hedstart 

ii 

4 

1 

Lake  Chautauqua  Outlet  Lenna 

*0r chard  Oriole 

n 

14 

1 

Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

Praemassings,  Rosa, 

Feenstra 

*Baltimore  Oriole 

it 

5 

1 

Williamsville 

Prof.  Alexander 

ii 

5 

1 

Hamburg 

Melberg,  Griffin 

tt 

5 

1 

near  Wellsville 

McMurtry 

it 

5 

2 

LaSalle 

Heilborn 

*Scarlet  Tanager 

it 

5 

1 

Jamestown 

Lenna 

it 

18 

1 

(Orange  Plumage) 

Tifft  Street 

Axtell,  Beardslee 

(collected) 

*Rose-br,  Grosbeak 

it 

5 

1 

Jamestown 

Lenna,  Beal 

it 

5,6 

1,3 

Forest  Lawn  and 

Delaware  Park  Mitchell 

•^Indigo  Bunting 

it 

6 

1 

Castile 

Van  Arsdale 

it 

6 

1 

Lake  Chautauqua 

Outlet  Powers,  Lenna 

Evening  Grosbeak 

n 

2,3,6.13/  2,23, 

25,5  Jamestown 

Beal,  Lenna 

n 

4 

1 

Hamburg 

Melberg 

ii 

14 

6 

near  Wellsville 

McMurtry 

Pine  Siskin 

ti 

6 

1 

Lake  shore  road 

Axtells 

it 

8 

10 

Hamburg 

Melberg,  Griffin 

it 

16 

1 

Delaware  Park  & 

Forest  Lawn  Axtells 

tt 

18 

2 

areas  south  of  Buffalo  Axtell,  Beardslee 

*Gra s  shop  *  r  Sparrow 

ti 

2 

3 

East  Aurora 

James 

-He ns low ' s  Sparrow 

it 

6 

2 

Lake  shore  road 

Axtells 

■40- 


Oregon  Junco, 

Tree  Sparrow 
*Wh .  -  c  r .  Sparrow 
^Lincoln’ s  Sparrow 


Apr. 29  1  Riverside  Sundell 

May  7L  1  Port  Weller,  Ont.  Axtalls,  Nathan,  Seeber 

First  actual  record  to  be  supplied  in  next  issue 


May  13 

8 

Niagara  Frontier 

region  Axtells,  Thorpe, 
Woldman 

it 

13 

3,10 

Windmill  Pt.,0nt. 
Pt .  Abi no ,  Ont . 

• 

5 

Rosche,  Schaffner 

it 

13 

5 

Canadian  shore 

Nathan,  Seeber,  Filor 

tt 

24L 

1 

Forest  Lawn 

Mitchell 

162  previous  total 

5  seen  in  April,  but  not  reported  in  time  for  inclusion  in  April  records 
(Virginia  Rail,  Pectoral  Sandpiper,  Kingbird,  Least  Flycatcher, 

_  Solitary  Vireo) 

167 

80  added  in  May 
247  new  Total 


TWENTY  FIRST  ANNUAL  SPRING  CENSUS  -  May  21,  1950 
Territories  and  Observers: 


A 


B 

C 

D 

E 

F 

G 

H 

I 


J 

K 

L 

M 

N 

P 

Q 

R 


S 


T 

J 

V 

w 


Canadian  Side  of  Niagara  River,  Fort  Erie  to  Niagara  Falls, 

Niagara  Falls,  Niagara-on-the  Lake,  Port  Weller  and  inland. 

Canadian  Shore,  Ft.  Erie  to  Port  Colborne 
Canadian  Shore,  Pt.  Colborne  to  Rock  House,  Mud  Lake 

Grand  Island,  North  of  Whitehaven. 

Grand  Island,  South  of  Whitehaven. 


Ont.  -  Savage, 

Almendinger 

-  Beardslee, 
Verrill 

-  Axtells 

-  Mitchell, 
Hickmans,  Moore 

-  Seeber 

-  Graham, 


Facklan,  Bill. 

Delaware  Pk. ,  Forest  Lawn,  Sheridan  Dr.,  Lincoln  Pk.,  -  Wendlings, 

Knight,  Scavenger,  Facklan,  Hickman. 

Niagara  River,  Centennial  Pk.  to  Rainbow  Br.,  Tonawanda  Incin.  -  McCanns 

Aner.  Gorge  to  Ft.  Niagara,  Wilson,  Olcott,  Newfane,  Cambria  -  Klabundes, 

Heilborns,  Linaberry,  Harrington, 
Rogerson,  MacVean,  Bishop 

Hamlin  Beach,  Brockport,  to  Genesee  River,  Rochester  -  Klonick 

Oak  Orchard,  iJcron,  Tonawanda  Indian  Res.  -  Brockners, 

Tulinoff s. 

Batavia,  LeRoy  and  vicinity  -  Pixley 

Perry,  Castile,  Warsaw,  Letchworth  Pk.,  Silver  Lake  -  Rosche, 

Frederick,  Schaffner,  Woldman 

Wellsville  and  vicinity  •  McMurtry 

Oleun  and  vicinity  •  Eatons,  Malick 

Allegany  State  Pk.  -  Parker,  Barkie 


Nelson,  Lockwood,  Olson 

Jamestown,  Frewsburg,  Bone  Run,  Riverside  Marsh,  Levant,  Chaut.  Lake  -  Beal, 

Sundells ,  Powers,  McIntyre,  Lenna, 
Burge son.  Love,  Beatty. 


South  Shore  of  Lake  Erie,  Tifft  St.  to  Dunkirk  -  Vaughan, 

Emerson  &  Museum  Bird  Clns3 

Dunkirk,  Fredonia,  Cassndaga  Lk. ,  Bear  Lk.,  West  Mud  Lk.  -  Stanleys, 

Polacek,  Schober  Siegel,  Coleman 

Lake  Shore,  Dunkirk  to  State  Line,  Findley  Lake  -  Rews 

Dayton,  So.  Dayton,  Cherry  Creek,  Cattaraugus  -  Webster 

Gowanda,  Perry sburg,  Versailles,  Taylor  Hollow  -  Thorpe, 


Wolf ling,  Kivett. 
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X  Zoar  Valley,  Springville ,  and  Concord  Bog 

Y  Hamburg,  East  Eden,  and  vicinity 

Z  E.  Aurora  and  vicinity,  Emery  Park 

AA  Chestnut  Ridge  Park 

CC  Orchard  Park 

DD  Lyndonville 

EE  West  Falls  and  Colden 

FF  Rockhousc,  Dunneville  Marsh  and  Wainfleet 


Brettles,  Me Shanes, 
Creighton 

Bacon,  Me Iberg, Griff ins 
Knox,  Appleget 
Tilley,  Cummiskeys 
Wander,  Johnson 
Smiths 
Matlocks 
Nathan,  Byron, 
Braunberns,  Osgood 


*  -  indicates  first  report  of  the  year. 


Common  Loon 

8 

A,B,C,E, 

Florida  Gallinule 

66 

Horned  Grebe 

4 

C,Y 

Coot 

94 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

16 

Ringed  Plover 

56 

FF,K 

D.-cr.  Cormorant 

1 

FF 

Killdeer 

464 

Gr.  Blue  Heron 

433 

*Black-bell . Plover 

3 

D,FF 

Green  Heron 

34 

Ruddy  Turnstone 

25 

D,U,FF 

B.-cr,  Night  Heron 

310 

Woodcock 

10 

Amer,  Bittern 

55 

Wilson’s  Snipe 

8 

V,DD 

Least  " 

11 

*Hudsonian  Curlew 

1 

D 

Mute  Swan 

1 

T 

Bartramian  Sandpiper 

23 

Canada  Goose 

1 

K 

Spotted  " 

232 

Mallard 

53 

Solitary  " 

8 

Black  Duck 

56 

Greater  Yellow -legs 

12 

Pintail 

7 

FF 

Lesser  " 

13 

Green-w,  Teal 

1 

FF 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

1 

R 

Bluo-w .  ” 

61 

Least  ” 

11 

T,FF 

American  'Widgeon 

18 

Semipalm  ” 

9 

K,FF 

Shoveller 

6 

K,V 

*Sanderling 

1 

D 

Wood  Duck 

33 

Glaucous  Gull 

1 

FF 

Redhead 

6 

C,D 

Gt.Black-b,  Gull 

5 

C,FF 

Ring- necked  Duck 

5 

C,D,E 

Herring  Gull 

154 

Canvas-back 

1 

E 

Ring-b.  » 

628 

Greater  Scaup 

21 

Bonaparte ’ s  Gull 

50 

Lesser  11 

239 

*Forster‘s  Tern 

2 

A 

Amer.  Golden-eye 

5 

C,H,S,T 

Common  Tern 

2572 

Buf fie -head 

11 

C,T,U,V 

Black  " 

701 

Did- squaw 

165 

Rock  Dove 

153 

King  Eider 

1 

S 

Mourning  Dove 

456 

Ruddy  Duck 

3 

I,S 

Black-b.  Cuckoo 

12 

Amer.  Merganser 

5 

Screech  Owl 

2 

H,W 

Red-br.  " 

285 

Barred  ” 

2 

K,R 

Turkey  Vulture 

32 

Long -oared  Owl 

1 

E 

Sharp- sh.  Hawk 

9 

Whip-poor-will 

1 

D 

Cooper ■ s  n 

7 

Nighthawk 

18 

Red  -tailed  ” 

31 

Chimney  Swift 

720 

Red- should. ” 

24 

Hummingbird 

36 

Broad  -wing. ” 

1 

I 

Belted  Kingfisher 

57 

hough-leg.  n 

1 

T 

Flicker 

297 

Maid  Eagle 

5 

C,¥,T 

Pi^eated  Wdpkr. 

3 

M,V 

■-Golden  Eagle 

1 

B 

Red-headed  ” 

24 

Marsh  Hawk 

58 

Yellow-b,  Sapsucker 

5 

M,V,X, 

Osprey 

4 

C,K,M,T 

Hairy  Wdpkr. 

19 

Sparrow  Hawk 

42 

Downy  ” 

77 

Ruffed  Grouse 

16 

Kingbird 

325 

Pheasant 

158 

Crested  Flycatcher 

153 

Virginia  Rail 

9 

K,M,S,V 

Phoebe 

178 

Sera 

35 

Yellow-bellied  Flycatcher3 

R 

42 
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Aider  Flycatcher 

27 

Cerulean  Warbler 

\% 

Least  Flycatcher 

108 

Blackburn.  " 

154 

Wood  Pewoo 

56 

Chestnut-s,  " 

141 

*01ive- sided  Flycatcher  1 

R 

Bay-br .  ” 

95 

Prairie  Horn.  Lark 

72 

31ack-poll  " 

15 

Tree  Swallow 

260 

Pine  " 

2 

Bank  « 

1814 

W.  Palm  " 

4 

Rough-w, " 

243 

Ovenbird 

178 

Barn  n 

612 

Nor.  Waterthrush 

39 

Cliff  " 

88 

La.  » 

14 

Purple  Martin 

609 

Mourning  Warbler 

19 

Blue  Jay 

98 

No.  Yellowthroat 

241 

Crow 

809 

Yellow-br.  Chat 

2 

Black-c*  Chickadee 

123 

Hooded  Warbler 

42 

White-br.  Nuthatch 

31 

Wilson5 s  n 

10 

Red-br.  « 

21 

Canada  " 

65 

Brown  Creeper 

1 

R 

Redstart 

435 

House  'Wren 

378 

House  Sparrow 

1533 

•^Carolina  Wren 

1 

R 

Bobolink 

1320 

Long-b.  Marsh  Wren 

78 

Meadow  Lark 

565 

Short-b.  »  " 

22 

Red-w.  Blackbird 

3167 

Catbird 

864 

Orchard  Oriole 

6 

Brown  Thrasher 

37 

Baltimore  11 

818 

Robin 

2389 

Bronzed  Grackle 

899 

?/ood  Thrush 

306 

Cowbird 

942 

Olive-b.  n 

134 

Scarlet  Tanager 

107 

Gray-ch .  n 

5 

Cardinal 

110 

Veer  y 

138 

Rose-br.  Grosbeak 

122 

Bluebird 

164 

Indigo  Bunting 

181 

Blue-gr.  Gnatcntcher 

10 

Evening  Grosbeak 

5 

Golden-cr.  Kinglet 

1 

T 

Purple  Finch 

36 

Ruby-cr .  n 

21 

Pine  Siskin 

30 

Cedar  Waxv'/ing 

85 

Goldfinch 

2644 

Migrant  Shrike 

6 

G,T,Y 

Eastern  Towhee 

123 

Sear ling 

3010 

Savannah  Sparrow 

640 

Yellow-th.  Vireo 

36 

Grasshop'r  " 

59 

3cI.Lue.ry  " 

9 

He ns low 1 s  n 

69 

Red-eyed  “ 

96 

Vesper  n 

287 

Philadelphia  H 

6 

a  j  G  j  R 

Slate-col,  Junco 

10 

Warbling  " 

40 

Chipping  Sparrow 

409 

01 ,  £.  Wh.  Warbler 

33 

Field  " 

418 

P’’othon,y  M 
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Wh.-cr.  »» 

31 

Galdon-w.  n 

19 

Wh.-thr,  ” 
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Swamp  n 
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■^Lawrence’s  ” 
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Song  n 

1804 
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Orange -or.  n 
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Total  Species 
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Nasaville  " 
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Total  Individuals 
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Part)  la  n 
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This  year,  unlike  the  spring  censuses  of  the  last  few  years.  ■■  ■: •  rro 
favored  with  clear  skies  and  sunshine  throughout  the  day.  High  tempevatu;  e  vv\s  bout 
75  with  easterly  winds  of  5*15  m.p.h,  The  fair  weather  no  doubt  accounted  far 
high  number  of  species  and  high  count  of  individuals  reported. 


There  were  4131  warblers  counted,  representing  33  species.  The  Lawrence’s 
warbler  wnB  observed  by  Cy  Wolf ling  at  Taylor  Hollow  on  the  bank  b-yond  the  second 
bridge.  He  reports  that  this  bird  sang  the  song  of  the  blue -winged  warbler. 


We  are  glad  to  record  the  golden  eagle,  seen  by  Beardslee  and  Verrill  at 
Niagara*' on  -  the  lake ,  Ont , 

A  number  of  nesting  records  were  reported,  including  2  nests  with  6  eggs 
each  of  the  migrant  shrike. 

We  are  grateful  to  all  v/ho  participated  in  the  coverage  of  their  territories 
for  this  census.  In  particular,  wo  arc  indebted  to  Ethel  Mel berg  and  Anna  Mae  Bacon 
?i/ho  assisted  in  recording  the  reports  for  tne  preliminary  report  given  just  three 
days  after  the  census. 


R.  Gardner  and  Edwina  M.  Griffin 


Fourth  Annual  Shore  Bird.  Count  -  Sunday  August  6 


The  success  of  the  B.O.S.  Shore  Bird  Project  to  date  has  drawn  an  enthus¬ 
iastic  response  from  the  Ora  o.io  clubs.  This  year  the  seventeen  clubs  of  the  Feder¬ 
ation  of  Ontario  Nuimalieiw-  are  cooperating  ir.  the  Project  by  taking  territories 
which  T'llh  cover  the  entire  northern  shore  of  Lake  Erie,  The  B.O.S,  will  have  its 
regular  territory  from  che  Peace  Bridge  to  the  mouth  of  the  Grand  River, 


last  year  s  Shore  Bird  Count  was  the  first  one  in  which  we  covered  our 


ten  It  or y  e  omp  etc" ,g 


We  di 


•i  so  wit  h  tho  blip  of  observers  from  Hamilton.  Since 
the  Lu  :ch  group  will  nave  a  separate  territory  this  year;  we  will  have  no  outside 
help  in  our  own  ten  a  tor  y.  Ail  members  are  urged  to  participate  in  this  year’s 
Shore  Bird  Count. 


Edward  Seeber 


Field  Trios 


.  -wr.-.  w**  i  ■’»  •«  -  r  : 


Saturday  to  Tuesday,  July  1  to  4  -  To  AJ gorgulr  Park,  Ontario;  Leader:  Bernard 


•\T-  t  I  -  •*>  *"l  \ 

ii-Ux-UO  (J.  )  )  , 


Sunday,  July  9  *•  To  the  Canadian  snore  of  Lrno  Kris;  Leader?  Richard  Bvrcn.. 

■  ,ect  -i".  1  hn  Peace  Bridge  at  S  A.  if,  For 
forth  ?r  inf  ormation  call  W:.nrro.i  Broekner 


i "  ,i  *'  /  -v  /  • 

J  -  V  /  , 


Sundav .  August  6  -  Fourth  Annual  Shore  Bird  Como;  Leader:  Bdraro.  Seeber, 

loo  kabauri  Avanne^  Kt-'.nmor-e r  17,  JL  I.  (LI  2739)  ♦ 

Please  rail  your  1350  nesting  records  and  June  obse.r  records  not  labor  than 

July  3rd  to  Rvchurd  Broblr -e*  122  Leras  Street,  Pnf.Crd  •;  id-  f  w  York. 


E-Ji  o  ?  i 


l-ememr 


Ray  Mefavu'.,  429  Norwood  Are -  ve .  Buffalo  <2,  11  (E?.-,  1] 69 ; 

r  '•  Kathryn  Praemassingc)  47  ^iuden  A •/ a:  as ,  Buffalo  14>  N,  f  C 'I,  320°) 
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Published  Monthly  by  The  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society 

Buffalo «  New  York 


The  Month 

June,  like  May,  was  a  pleasant  month.  The  average  temperature  was  almost 
exactly  normal,  without  any  decided  fluctuations  upward  or  downward.  Precipitation 
totaled  only  two  inches,  occurring  mostly  as  showers  of  short  duration,  and  sunshine 
exceeded  normal  by  ten  per  cent.  There  ?/as  little  in  the  weather  pattern  to  affect 
bird  life  greatly,  but  the  tardy  May  migration  was  responsible  for  a  number  of  late 
departure  dates  in  the  first  few  days  of  June.  But  May  (probably)  and  June 
(unquestionably)  were  hardly  cool  enough  to  account  for  the  Brant  and  Rough-legged 
Hawk  records.  And  the  list  of  shore  birds  recorded  at  Gull  Island  on  the  18th  is 
without  precedent.  One  wonders  how  some  species  of  this  family  can  complete  their 
nesting  cycles  in  Canada  before  they  return  south  J 


C.S.  Beardslee 


Noteworthy  Records 

*  indicates  first  report  of  the  year 


p  n  it  «» 

of  the  season 

L  »  last  " 

of  the  season 

White  Pelican 

June  18-20  1 

Niag.  River  off 

M.  &  D.  Brundage, 

Sheridan  Dr. 

Evans,  Lyon,  et  al 

*Brown  Pelican 

"  20-26  1 

Niag.  River  off 

Lyon,  Windsor, 

Sheridan  Dr. 

Graham,  et  al. 

Amer.  Egret 

"  23,26,29/1,1 

Riverside,  James¬ 

Sundell,  Lenna 

town 

"  24  1 

Braddock’s  Bay 

Rochester  reports 

(Edson) 

Yellow-cr.  Night  Heron 

»  19  2 

Grand  Island 

Duvall,  Robbins 

*Richardson!s  Goose 

Mar.  27  1 

Oak  Orchard 

Seeber 

*Am er.  Brant 

May  27-June  1  7 

Hamlin  Beach 

Pixley 

June  1  12 

Manitou  Beach 

Pixley 

"4  7 

Hamlin  Beach 

Nathan,  Seeber, 

Woldman  et  al. 

»  18L  13 

Gull  Isl.,  Ont. 

Mitchell  et  al 

Pintail 

«  4  1 

Canadian  shore 

Brockner,  Hermes 

45- 
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Green-w.  Teal 

May  5 

15 

Riverside  Marsh 

Sundells 

Greater  Scaup 

June 

4 

1 

Rockhcuse  Pt. , Ont, Brcckner, Thorpe  etal 

Lesser  Scaup 

thru 

June 

2-6 

Buffalo  South 
Harbor 

Many  observers 

White -7/.  Scoter 

Apr. 

9 

3 

Dunkirk 

Elderkins 

Hooded  Merganser 

June 

4 

1 

Shore  Acres 

Nathan,  Seeber, 
Woldman  et  al 

Rough-lgd.  Hawk 

n 

10,11L 

1,1 

Grand  Island 

Duvall,  Nathan, 
Robbins,  Vaughan; 
Rosche 

Osprey- 

it 

1 

1 

Garrison  Road 

Schaffner 

Peregrine  Falcon 

May 

5 

1 

Braddock’s  Bay 

Pixley 

Ringed  Plover 

June 

4L 

50 

Canadian  shore 

Nathan,  Seeber, 
Woldman  et  al 

Black-bell,  Plover 

n 

4L 

1 

Braddock’s  Bay 

Nathan,  Seeber, 
Woldman  et  al 

Ruddy  Turnstone 

ti 

4 

35 

Manitou  Point 

Nathan,  Seeber, 
Y/oldman  et  al 

it 

18L 

10 

Gull  I si,,  Ont. 

Mitchell  et  al 

*Knot 

ii 

4 

3 

Windmill  Pt,,0nt. 

Nathan,  Seeber, 
Woldman  et  al 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

n 

4L 

1 

Gull  Island, Ont. 

Brockner, Thorpe  etal 

*White-rumped  Sandpiper 

it 

18 

3 

Gull  Island,  Ont. 

Mitchell  et  al 

Least  Sandpiper 

ii 

4L 

1 

Gull  Island,  Ont. 

Brockner, Thorpe  etal 

Red-bkd.  Sandpiper 

it 

4 

7 

Gull  Island  &  Can. Brockner, Thorpe 
shore  et  al 

ii 

18L 

2 

Gull  Island, Ont. 

Mitchell  et  al 

Semi palm,  Sandppr, 

ii 

4 

8 

Gull  Island, Ont. 

Brockner, Thorpe  etal 

it 

18L 

2 

Gull  Island, Ont. 

Mitchell  et  al 

Sanderling 

it 

4L 

28 

Canadian  shore 

Nathan,  Seeber, 
Woldman  et  al 

Whip-poor-will 

May 

IF 

1 

Frewsburg 

rep.  Sundell 

Yellow-b,  Sapsucker 

June 

23 

3 

Bliss 

Rosche 

Yellow-b.  Flycatcher 

n 

4L 

1 

Buffalo 

Brockner 

Wood  Pewee 

May 

9F 

1 

Frewsburg 

Sundell 

n 

14 

1 

Erie  Beach, Ont. 

Praemassings,  Rosa, 
Feenstra 

Cliff  Swallow 

it 

6F 

1 

Riverside  Marsh 

Sundell  et  al 

Carolina  Wren 

June 

4 

1 (heard) Shore  Acres 

Nathan,  Seeber 
7/oldman  et  al 

Long-b.  Marsh  Wren 

May 

5F 

1 

Riverside  Marsh 

Sundells 

Short-b.  Marsh  Wren 

ii 

6F,7 

1,2 

Frewsburg 

Sundells 

Hermit  Thrush 

June 

18 

1 (heard) Java 

Brockner 

Olive-bkd.  Thrush 

ti 

1L 

1 (heard )Pt.  Abino,  Ont, 

Schaffner 

Gray- checked  Thrush 

May 

10F 

1 

Frewsburg 

Sundell 

Yellow-thr.  Vireo 

ii 

4F 

1 

Jamestown 

Sundell,  Nelson, 
Lockwood 

Solitary  Vireo 

June 

25 

3 

Chautauqua  Gorge 

Lennn 

Prothonotary  Warbler 

May 

7 

1 

Orchard  Park 

Johnsons 

Brew s t er 1 s  W arbl er 

ti 

20 

1 

Frewsburg 

Sundell 

Nashville  Warbler 

June 

25 

1 

Chautauqua  Gorge 

Lenna 

Yellow  Warbler 

May 

3F 

1,1 

Frewsburg, 

Jamestown 

Sundell  et  al, 
Elderkin 

Myrtle  Warbler 

June 

4L 

1 

Dunnville,  Ont. 

Nathan,  Seeber, 
Woldman  et  al 

Cerulean  Warbler 

May 

18F 

1 

North  LeRoy 

Pixley 

Black-poll  Warbler 

n 

16F 

1 

Horseshoe  Lake 

Pixley 

^Connecticut  Warbler 

1! 

16 

1 

Wellsville 

McMurtry 

No.  Yellow-throat 

11 

4F 

1 

Randolph 

Hiller,  Elderkin 

46' 


ut 


Yallow-br.  Chat 

May  7 

1 

Goat  Island 

Koch,  Tulinoff 

Baltimore  Oriole 

”  4F 

1 

Frewsburg 

McIntyre 

Rose-br.  Grosbeak 

»  4F 

1 

Batavia 

Pixley 

”  4F 

1 

Jamestown 

E'J.derkin 

*31ue  Grosbeak 

"  15 

2  (pair)Lakeview 

Elderkin,  Hiller 

Chipping  Sparrow 

Apr.  9F 

1 

Frewsburg 

Sundell 

White-cr.  Sparrow 

May  IF 

1 

Lev/istcn 

Klabundes 

»  2 

2 

East  Aurora 

James 

Previous  Total 

249  (corrected) 

New  for  June 

7  (Brown  Pelican, 

,  Richardson’s 

Goose,  Airier,  Brant, 

Knot,  White-rumped  Sandpiper,  Connecticut  Warbler, 
and  Blue  Grosbeak) 

256 


Errata:  Vol,  16,  No.  6  -  Delete:  Yellow  Palm  Warbler  record. 


A  Memorable  Week-End  Trip 

The  long  week-end  of  May  27-30  made  it  possible  to  schedule  a  trip  which  we 
have  had  in  mind  for  several  years  -  to  the  eastern  Panhandle  of  West  Virginia. 

Here,  in  Jefferson  County,  lies  the  oldest  community  in  the  state,  Shepherd st own, 
which  became  our  headquarters,  and  a  very  happy  choice  it  was.  Through  the  courtesy 
of  Dr.  Maurice  Brooks  we  received  a  check-list  of  West  Virginia  birds,  which  aided 
us  materially.  More  important  still,  he  referred  us  to  Miss  Berena  Dandridge  for 
information  on  accommodations  and  localities,  etc.,  in  the  Shepherd shown  area.  We 
are  grateful  to  both  Miss  Dandridge  end  her  cousin,  Miss  Nina  Mitchell,  for  their 
many  kind  and  thoughtful  plans  made  for  our  welfare.  We  learned  what  southern 
hospitality  really  means. 

Eight  of  our  members  left  Buffalo  Friday  evening  and  spent  the  night  at  Cook 
Forest,  where  a  Whip-poor-will  woke  us  up  early  Saturday.  After  a  walk  through  the 
woodland  ’’Cathedral”  of  virgin  white  pines  characterized  by  such  species  as  Red¬ 
breasted  Nuthatch  and  Black-throated  Blue  ’Warbler,  we  drove  on  through  the  central 
Pennsylvania  mountains  to  Bedford  and  Breezewood.  Here  we  turned  south  through  a 
two-mile  ’’isthmus”  of  Maryland,  crossed  the  Potomac  to  Berkeley  Springs,  W,  Va.  and 
the  eastern  panhandle  country.  Here  the  changed  character  of  the  bird  population 
was  apparent  at  once.  The  many  Cardinals,  Carolina  Wrens  and  Bob-Whites,  as  well  as 
the  Pine  and  Prairie  Warblers  and  Chats  attracted  our  attention.  On  arriving  at 
’’Rose  drake”,  Miss  Mitchell’s  home  at  Shepherdstown,  we  were  greeted  not  only  by  our 
genial  host,  but  also  by  a  Hackman’s  Sparrow,  which  we  found  to  be  fairly  common  in 
that  region. 

Sunday  morning  we  visited  the  Potomac  River  shore  and  found  Acadian  Fly¬ 
catchers  about  every  POO  yards  along  the  banks  and  Kentucky  and  Wormeating  Warblers, 
Red-bellied  Woodpeckers  and  C  rolina  Wrens  somewhat  less  numerous.  Tufted  Titmice 
and  Carolina  Chickadees  were  more  often  heard  than  seen.  Two  young  Barred  Owls  were 
located,  and  Louisiana  Water-Thrushes  and  Hooded  Warblers,  We  then  looked  over  the 
orchard  on  the  heights  above  the  river  where  Miss  Dandridge  had  reported  Sutton’s 
Warbler  during  a  previous  year,  but  found  none  in  this  area.  Some  migrant  warblers, 
such  as  Tennessee,  Myrtle,  Blackburnian,  Bay-breasted  and  Blackpoll  were  still 
found  to  be  present.  Gnatcatchers  were  common.  A  heavy  rain  forced  us  to  abandon 
further  investigation  of  this  area,  but  it  did  not  dampen  our  enthusiasm.  Later  in 
the  day  we  visited  the  Antietam  battlefield,  only  seven  miles  distant.  Harpers 
Ferry,  Charles  Town  and  Martinsburg,  and  excellent  views  of  Bob-White  and  Orchard 
Oriole  were  obtained. 

On  Monday  Miss  Dandridge  took  us  to  her  sheep  farm  near  Opequon  Creek.  Here  we 
took  a  breeding  bird  census  of  a  woodland  area,  where  such  birds  as  Whip-poor-will, 
Carolina  Wren,  Louisiana  Water-Thrush  and  Kentucky  Warbler  were  observed.  Some 
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members  of  our  party  located  a  White-eyed  Vireo,  while  later  others  saw  Blue 
Grosbeaks,  After  lunch  at  Martinsburg  we  walked  along  a  trail  parelleling  the 
Opequon  Creek*  We  were  checking  every  ’’Parula  like”  song,  when  I  noted  a  warbler 
nearly  overhead  in  a  sycamore,  which  immediately  struck  me  as  being  a  possible 
Sutton’s  Warbler.  Sure  enough,  it  came  into  full  view  an  instant  later  so  that  its 
identity  could  be  verified.  I  immediately  called  the  other  members  of  the  party, 
and  fortunately  all  saw  the  bird  for  several  minutes  before  it  flew.  The  bird  did 
not  sing,  and  we  believe  that  it  was  probably  a  female  specimen.  It  could  not  again 

be  located  in  the  thick  foliage,  and  it  was  decided  to  look  again  early  the  next 

morning  in  an  attempt  to  locate  a  singing  male  and,  if  possible,  to  find  a  nest.  In 

this  quest  we  were  unsuccessful,  but  we  hope  to  repeat  the  trip  another  year  and 

concentrate  our  efforts  to  locate  a  breeding  pair. 

Another  locality  visited  was  Shanghai  and  the  Back  Creek  area.  Mockingbirds 
and  Bewick’s  Wren  were  among  the  other  birds  seen  on  this  memorable  trip.  We  hope 
that  many  other  members  may  arrange  to  take  part  in  our  next  excursion  to  this 
beautiful  region,  so  rich  in  bird  life  and  with  such  an  interesting  historical  back¬ 
ground,  and  with  such  hospitable  people. 


Harold  D.  Mitchell 


Nesting  Records  for  1950 

Legend:  N-nest,  E-egg,  Y-young,  NO-empty  nest,  NU-nest  with  contents  unknown, 
2N4E-two  nests  with  four  eggs  in  each  nest,  C-cowbird  egg. 
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Why  Go  To  Florida  To  Observe  Pelicans? 

A  White  Pelican  (pelecanus  erythrorhynchos)  appeared  on  the  Niagara  River  off 
the  foot  of  Sheridan  Drive  on  June  IS.  It  was  first  seen  by  Melvin  and  Don  Brundage* 
who  called  Mr.  T.  Herbert  Evans.  He  and  Ira  Lyon  saw  the  bird  on  the  grassy  island 
above  Motor  Island,  where  I  saw  it  on  the  morning  of  the  19th.  That  day,  and  the 
next,  it  was  seen  by  several  observers.  When  disturbed,  it  v/ould  fly  away  for  hours 
at  a  time  but  would  then  return  to  the  grassy  island  where  it  was  first  observed. 

On  the  evening  oY  June  19,  while  searching  for  the  White  Pelican,  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Eshelman  saw  a  dark  pelican  near  the  reedy  shore  at  the  north  end  of  Grand  Island. 

As  the  light  was  poor,  they  could  not  be  sure  of  the  species  of  pelican,  but  believe 
that  it  was  much  darker  than  a  White  Pelican.  This  was  probably  the  first  sight  of 
a  Brown  Pelican,  which  was  observed  by  Ira  Lyon  the  next  morning  (June  20)  at  close 
range,  where  it  flew  by  the  foot  of  Sheridan  Drive.  The  bird  flew  north  toward 
Grand  Island,  but  Mr.  Lyon  did  not  find  it  again  that  morning,  However  the  Brown 
Pelican  was  seen  on  several  occasions  up  to  Saturday,  June  24  by  a  number  of 
observers,  including  Miss  Graham,  Miss  Windsor,  Herb  Evans,  Bert  Wright,  and  Ed 
Seeber.  The  Brundage  boys  claim  to  have  seen  it  close  by  their  home  on  the  river 
bank  as  late  as  June  26,  when  it  lit  on  the  pilings  near  the  shore.  At  times  the 
bird  would  fly  up  toward  Strawberry  Island  and  float  down  the  river  for  a  while 
before  repeating  the  performance.  It  also  lit  on  the  beach  at  the  north  end  of 
Motor  Island.  When  disturbed  by  the  close  approach  of  motor  boats  or  fishermen,  it 
would  fly  away,  to  appear  again  later  at  the  po?.nts  above  mentioned.  There  has  been 
no  previous  report  of  a  Brown  Pelican  (Pelecanus  occidentalis  occidentalis)  in  our 
territory,  although  we  believe  that  there  have  been  records  of  its  occurrence  in  the 
Hamilton  and  Toronto,  Ont,  areas  in  past  years. 

Harold  D.  Mitchell 
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The  Breeding  Birds  of  the  City  of  Buffalo 

1950  Season 


Pied-billed  Grebe 
Green  Heron 
American  Bittern 
Least  Bittern 
Mallard  Duck 
Black  Duck 
Blue-winged  Teal 
Wood  Duck 
Marsh  Ha«fc 
Sparrow  Hawk 
Pheasant 
VirginiA  Rail 
Sora 

Florida  Gallinule 
Coot 

Killdeer 

Spotted  Sandpiper 
Woodcock 
Common  Tern 
Black  Tern 
Rock  Dove 
Mourning  Dove 
Night hawk 
Chimney  Swift 
Belted  Kingfisher 
Flicker 

Downy  '.Vo od pecker 
Crested  Flycatcher 
Phoebe 

Alder  Flycatcher 
Wood  Pewee 
Prairie  Horned  Lark 
Tree  Swallow 
Bank  Swallow 
Rough-winged  Swallow 
Purple  Mortin 
Crow 

White-breasted  Nuthatch 

House  Viren 

Prairie  Marsh  Wren 

Catbird 

Robin 

Cedar  Waxwing 
Starling 
Red-eyed  Vireo 
Warbling  Vireo 
Yellow  Warbler 
Northern  Yellow  Throat 
House  Sparrow 
Meadowlark 
Redwing 

Baltimore  Oriole 
Bronzed  Grackle 

Cowbird 
Cardinal 
Purple  Finch 
Goldfinoh 

-50 


Tifft  Street  Marsh 

rt  >t  n 

n  u  it 

it  n  ti 

Forest  Lawn  Cemetery 

Forest  Lawn  Cemetery,  Tifft  St.  Marsh 

Tifft  Street  Marsh 

Forest  Lawn  Cemetery 

Tifft  Street  Marsh 

scattered  places 

ii  ti 

Tifft  Street  Marsh 
ti  ti  n 

it  it  n 

n  n  it 

scattered  places 

it  ii 

Tifft  Street  Marsh 
Outer  Breakwall 
Tifft  Street  Marsh 
scattered  places  (wild) 

ti  ti 

throughout  Buffalo 
ii  n 

scattered  places 

n  it 

Forest  Lawn  Cometery  -  Delaware  Park 
scattered  places 

Forest  Lavm  Cemetery  -  Delaware  Park 

scattered  places 

ti  ii 

Tifft  Street  -  west  Buffalo 
Delaware  Park 

Tifft  Street  -  Lasalle  Quar. 

scattered  places 
ii  ii 

ii  it 

Delaware  Park  -  Fcssst  Lawn  Cemetery 
scattered  places 
Tifft  Street  Marsh 
throughout  Buffalo 

it  ti 

South  Park 
throughout  Buffalo 

scattered  places 

ii  it 

throughout  Buffalo 
Tifft  Street  Marsh 
throughout  Buffalo 
North  Buffalo 

scattered  places 

it  ii 

throughout  Buffalo 

it  it 

Delaware  Park  -  South  Park 
University  of  Buffalo  Campus 
throughout  Buffalo 
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Savannah  Sparrow 
Chipping  Sparrow 
Si/ amp  Sparrow 
Song  Sparrow 


Lasalle  Quarry  area 
throughout  Buffalo 
Tifft  Street  -  harbor 
throughout  Buffalo 


A  total  of  61  species  of  birds  have  been  reported  to  nest  within  the  City 
limits  of  Buffalo  during  the  1950  season.  Host  of  the  research  v/as  completed  on  the 
first  City  of  Buffalo  Bird  Census  held  on  June  17,  1950.  Many  thanks  to  the 
following  observers:  Winston  W.  Brockner,  Mi ss  Mary  Louise  Emerson,  Harold  D. 
Mitchell,  Bernard  Nathan,  Edward  Seeber,  Wm.  Almendinger  and  Arthur  Shaffner. 


Richard  C,  Rosche 


Meeting 

Wednesday,  September  13  -  Picnic  Meeting  at  Fort  Erie.  Meet  at  Peace  Bridge  at 

5:30  P.M. 


Field  Trios 

Sunday,  August  6  -  Fourth  Annual  Shore  Bird  Count;  Loader:  Edward  Seeber, 

186  Wabash  Avenue,  Kenmore  17,  N.Y.  (RI.  8739) 

Saturday  to  Monday,  September  2-4  -  To  Long  Point;  Leader:  Richard  Rosche  (UN. 8859) 

Make  reservations  by  August  20th. 

Notes  -  June  27.  28.  29 

We  watched  a  House  Wren  and  a  male  Northern  Yellow  Throat  feed  a  family  of 
House  Wrens  in  a  box.  The  warbler  fed  the  wrens  for  two  days  (Juno  27,  28);  it 
came  to  the  box  as  often  as  t\o  adult  wren  and  fed  the  brood  in  the  same  manner. 

The  young  wrens  left  the  box  June  29.  That  day  two  adult  wrens  fed  the  young,  but 
the  warblers  did  not  appear. 


The  Griffins 


Field  Trip  of  the  Buffalo  Audubon  Society 

Sunday,  August  20  -  Mrs.  J.A.  Selby’s  garden  at  Ridge ville,  Ontario;  Mud  Lake; 

various  points  along  Lake  Erie  shore.  Leader:  Edward  Seeber 
(RI.  8739).  Meet  at  Peace  Bridge  at  7:30  A.M. 


Please  mail  your  records  not  later  than  August  3rd  to  Richard  Drobits,  182  Texas  St. 
Buffalo,  15,  New  York. 

Editor  -  Ray  McCann,  429  Norwood  Ave.,  Buffalo  22,  N.Y,  (EL.  6169) 

Treasurer  -  Kathryn  Praemassing,  87  Linden  Ave.,  Buffalo  14#  N.Y.  (VI.  3289) 
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Published  Monthly  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society- 

Buffalo.  New  York 


The  Month 


July  was  a  very  pleasant  month,  with  none  of  the  usual  protracted  spells  of 
heat  characteristic  of  the  summer  season.  High  temperature  was  a  91  on  the  ninth, 
but  this  was  not  approached  on  any  other  day.  Mean  temperature  for  the  month  was 
one  degree  below  norma}..  Precipitation,  slightly  above  normal,  was  characterized  by 
typical  July  showers  and  thunderstorms,  but  significantly  severe  wind  storms  were 
absent.  With  such  consistently  normal  weather,  unusual  bird  movements  are  not  to  be 
expected,  and  nothing  exceptionally  noteworthy  occurred,  unless  the  Brown  Pelican  at 
Hanford  Bay  was  a  second  individual.  Much  more  likely *  it  was  the  same  bird  which 
was  reported  last  month,  and  if  so,  and  if  it  was  making  its  way  homeward,  it  will 
be  interesting  to  see  if  it  visited  Presque  Isle  and  the  Ohio  shoreline,  to  be  seen 
by  observers  there.  The  shore  bird  migration  included  all  expected  species  in 
reasonably  normal  numbers.  Possibly  the  highlight  was  the  report  of  thirteen 
dowitchers  at  Yacht  Harbor  on  the  16th,  tying  the  previous  record  set  on  July  23, 
1939. 


C.S.  Beardslee 


Noteworthy  Records 


*  indicates  first  report  of  t.  e  year 
F  11  H  11  n  u  season 

Y  n  young  bird 


Common  Loon 

July 

11-21 

1 

Findley  Lake 

Schaffner 

Horned  Grebe 

t! 

9 

1 

Niagara  Gorge 

Mitchell  et  al 

Brown  Pelican 

It 

2 

1 

Hanford  Bay  at  mouth 

Wn.Allair  rep. 

of  Cattaraugus  Crk. 

Eschelmann 

American  Egret 

n 

2 

1 

Java  Center 

rep.  Mitchell 

n 

10 

1 

Madison 

it 

21 

1 

Beaver  Island  Park 

Schaffner,  Gamble 

it 

22,29 

-  1 

Mud  Lake,  Ont. 

Nathan  et  al,  Audubon 

Trip 

late 

July 

6 

East  Marsh 

King 

Fin.tr il 

it 

25 

1 

Rose  Hill,  Ont. 

Schaffner 

Weed  Duck 

ii 

7 

IB 

Beaver  Dam  Area 

Mitchell  et  al 

n 

9 

22 

Burntship  Creek 

Mitchell  et  al 

n 

23 

10 

Bliss 

Rosche 
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Lesser  Scaup 

July  10 

1 

Findley  Lake 

Schaffner 

Old  Squaw 

Jjune 

20  , 

4 

thorn  thicket,  Grand 
Island 

Seeber 

Ruddy  Duck 

July 

8 

1 

Mud  Lake,  Ont. 

Nathan,  Emerson  et  al 

Hooded  Merganser 

tt 

16 

4  Y 

Java  Center 

Audubon  Trip 

tt 

30 

3  Y 

Java  Center 

Mitchell  et  al 

Amer.  Merganser 

ft 

9 

1 

Niagara  Gorge 

Mitchell  et  al 

Red-br.  Merganser 

tt 

9 

1 

Niagara  Gorge 

Mitchell  et  al 

Ringed  Plover 

tt 

16F 

2 

Yacht  Harbor,  Ont. 

Brockner,  Tulinoffs 

Ruddy  Turnstone 

n 

23F 

1 

Sherkston,  Ont. 

rep.  Mitchell 

Hudsonian  Curlew 

tt 

9F 

13 

Lorraine,  Ont. 

Epes 

Solitary  Sandpiper 

n 

16F 

1 

Java 

Audubon  Trip 

it 

29 

1 

Point  Abino,  Ont. 

Schaffner 

ft 

29 

3 

Mud  Lake ,  Ont . 

Audubon  Trip 

Greater  Yellow-legs 

tt 

16F 

1 

Yacht  Harbor,  Ont. 

Brockner,  Tulinoffs 

Lesser  Yellow-legs 

ti 

8F 

3 

Can.  shore  of  L.Erie 

Nathan,  Emerson  et  al 

Knot 

tt 

27F 

1 

Pt.  Colborne,  Ont. 

Smith 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

it 

8F 

1 

Can.  shore  of  L.Erie 

Nathan,  Emerson  et  al 

it 

29 

12 

tt  tt  tt  it 

Audubon  Trip 

Least  Sandpiper 

tt 

8F 

10 

tt  n  tt  it 

Nathan,  Emerson  et  al 

tt 

16 

2 

tt  tt  tt  tt 

Brockner,  Tulinoffs 

*E,  Dowitcher 

tt 

8F 

1,1 

Sugar  Loaf,  Ont. ; 
Morgan *s  Pt,,  9n<k* 

Nathan,  Emerson  et  al 

tt 

16 

13 

Yacht  Harbor,  Ont. 

Brockner,  Tulinoffs 

tt 

25 

1 

Waverley  Beach,  Ont. 

Schaffner 

tt 

29 

2,2 

Rock  House  Pt . ,  Ont . 
Yacht  Harbor,  Ont, 

Audubon  Trip 

tt 

29 

1 

Point  Abino,  Ont. 

Schaffner 

*Stilt  Sandpiper 

tt 

25F 

2 

7/averley  Beach, Ont. 

Schaffner 

tt 

29 

4 

Yacht  Harbor,  Ont. 

Audubon  Trip 

Semi-palm  Sandpiper 

tt 

16F 

9 

Yacht  Harbor,  Ont. 

Brockner,  Tulinoffs 

it 

29 

120 

Can.  shore  of  L.Erie 

Audubon  Trip 

*Western  Sandpiper 

tt 

16F 

1 

Yacht  Harbor,  Ont. 

Brockner,  Tulinoffs 

n 

29 

1 

Point  Abino,  Ont. 

Schaffner 

Sanderling 

tt 

29F 

1 

Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

Audubon  Trip 

Gt;;Black-b.  Gull 

June  25 

1 

Rock  House  Point, Ont. 

Seeber 

Bonaparte * s  Gull 

July 

8 

18 

Can,  shore  of  L.Erie 

Nathan,  Emerson  et  al 

Screech  Owl 

all  month 

3-4 

Niagara  Falls 

Heilborns 

July 

it 

6 

13  1 

1 

adult, 

3Y 

Buffalo 

Barysburg 

Brockners 

Rosche 

tt 

21 

1 

Wellsville 

Me Mur try 

Pileated  Wdpkr. 

it 

10 

1 

Bliss 

Rosche 

Yellow -b.  Sapsucker 

all 

month 

1 

Bliss 

Rosche 

Purple  Finch 

July  8,21,22  1 

Bliss 

Rosche 

tt 

16 

1 

Java  Center 

Audubon  Trip 

Lincoln* s  Sparrow 

It 

29F  1  Rock  House  Point, Ont,  Audubon  Trip 

Previous  total  255  (corrected) 

New  for  July  3  (E.  Dowitcher.  Stilt  Sandpiper. 

Western  Sandpiper) 

New  total  258 

1950  SHORE  COUNT 

The  fourth  annual  Shore  Count  on  Sunday,  August  6th,  was  the  most  successful 
yet,  The  turnout  was  certainly  gratifying  and  was  admittedly  surprising  to  those  of 
us  responsible  for  arranging  the  details  of  the  project.  Forty-five  persons  in  ten 
parties  covered  the  entire  Canadian  shoreline  from  the  Peace  Bridge  to  the  mouth  of 
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the  Grand  River  at  Port  Maitland.  With  this  number  of  participants  it  was  a  simple 
matter  to  make  suitable  arrangements.  No  one  needed  to  do  more  than  a  normal  share 
as  several  had  to  do  in  past  years. 

The  birds  were  even  more  unevenly  distributed  than  usual.  Several  parties 
found  their  areas  to  be  very  poor  in  number  and  variety  of  sandpipers  and  plovers. 
However,  a  few  places  which  are  generally  gccd  were  sufficiently  better  than  usual 
to  boost  the  totals  for  both  species  and  individuals  to  well  beyond  previous 
averages. 

Two  species  not  reported  on  the  three  previous  Shore  Counts  were  found  on  this 
one,  -  a  White-rumped  Sandpiper  found  by  Dr.  Axtell’s  party,  and  a  Dowitcher  seen  by 
H.D.  Mitchell. 

1950  totals,  compared  with  the  HIGHEST  previous  totals,  are  as  follows:  Ringed 
Plover  -  58  (104  in  1949),  Killdeer  -687  (361  in  1947),  Black-bellied  Plover  -5  (5 
in  1947),  Ruddy  Turnstone  -27  (21  in  1947),  Spotted  Sandpiper  -513  (673  in  1947), 
Solitary  Sandpiper  -6  (3  in  1949),  Greater  Yellow -legs  -4  (14  in  1949),  Lesser 
Yellow-legs  -52  (100  in  1947), Pectoral  Sandpiper  -64  (37  in  1949),  White-rumped 
Sandpiper  -l(now),  Least  Sandpiper  -77  (266  in  1948),  Red-backed  Sandpiper  -1  (1  in 
1949),  Dowitcher  -1  (new),  Semipaimated  Sandpiper  -955  (1348  in  1947),  Western 
Sandpiper  -5  (2  in  1947  &  48),  Sanderling  -34  (148  in  }947). 

Totals  for  the  four  years  are:  1950  -  16  species,  2490  individuals 

1949  -  14  "  1536  « 

1948  -  16  "  1621  " 

1947  -  15  "  2784  " 

Four  species  recorded  in  previous  years  were  not  found  on  this  years  count.  Of 
these,  two  (Hudsonian  Curlew  and  Stilt  Sandpiper)  had  been  found  there  the  previous 
day,  and  i5ne  (Baird !s  Sandpiper)  was  found  the  following  week.  This  leaves  the  Red 
Knot  as  the  only  kind  of  Sandpiper  apparently  absent  from  the  area  this  year  in 
early  August,  Mention  should  also  be  made  of  three  Bartramian  Sandpipers  seen  in  a 
field  on  Rockhcuse  Point.  It  might  be  well  to  point  out  that  Rockhouse  Point  had 
representatives  of  fourteen  of  the  sixteen  species  recorded  on  the  entire  545"  miles 
of  shoreline. 

Next  year  will  complete  cur  five  year  project.  Cooperation  such  as  we  received 
this  year  will  assure  the  success  of  the  entire  project. 


E.L.  Seeber 


A  TRIP  TO  THE  CANADIAN  WOODS 


Early  Saturday  morning,  July  1st,  Ed  Seeber,  Bernie  Nathan,  Don  Powers,  Bob 
Sundell,  and  I  started  our  trip  to  Algonquin  Park.  Our  first  stop  was  at  Burlington, 
Ontario,  where  we  saw  the  Red-necked  Grebes.  We  found  a  nest  in  a  floating  box  and 
remained  long  enough  to  see  the  female  turn  the  eggs. 

From  Hamilton  wo  drove  to  Bradford  and  met  Dick  Byron  and  Bill  Almendinger,  who 
had  driven  up  the  night  before.  Earlier  that  morning  they  had  seen  several  Leconte’s 
Sparrows,  but  our  efforts  produced  only  two,  plus  a  couple  of  Virginia  Hails,  a 
dozen  Black  Terns,  and  a  Wilson* s  Snipe. 

We  next  proceeded  to  Algonquin  Park.  When  we  arrived  at  the  park,  we  set  up 
camp  on  the  public  camping  grounds  on  Highway  60,  ate,  and  went  to  bed. 

As  soon  as  we  got  up  on  Sunday  morning,  we  hiked  down  the  highway.  We  had  just 
about  decided  to  turn  back  when  we  heard  a  strange  note  with  a  liquid,  bell-like 
quality,  and  someone  yelled,  ’’Canada  Jay,*”  We  all  turned,  and  there,  sure  enough, 
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vc. 3  c.  whole  family :  two  adult  birds,  two  young  birds  in  almost  adult  plumage,  and 
ono  bird  in  blackish  Juvenal  plumage.  They  looked  a  great  deal  like  overgrown 
chickadees  and  we  watched  them  for  some  time  as  they  flew  from  tree  to  tree  with  a 
manner  of  flight  that  reminded  us  of  the  Sharp-shinned  Hawk,  They  seemed  almost 
oblivious  of  our  presence  although  occasionally  one  would  mount  to  the  top  of  a  pine 
and,  with  much  head  bobbing,  watch  us  curiously. 

On  the  way  back  to  camp  Bob,  Don,  and  I  saw  two  Tennessee  Warblers.  While  we 
were  eating,  we  watched  a  beautiful  albinic  Grackle  foraging  in  the  garbage.  His 
tail  was  white,  and  he  had  two  symmetrical  white  patches  on  each  shoulder.  In 
flight  especially,  he  was  a  very  outstanding  bird. 

Later  we  drove  into  the  Wilderness  area  and  up  to  the  Government  Wildlife 
Research  Station.  There  we  saw  a  nest  of  Arctic  Three-toed  Woodpeckers  located 
about  seven  feet  up  in  a  telephone  pole  not  ten  feet  from  the  main  building.  Our 
attention  was  first  called  to  it  by  the  racket  of  the  young  birds,  a  loud,  incessant 
clacking,  which  they  kept  up  'll  day.  We  spent  quite  a  good  deal  of  time  watching 
the  birds,  3oth  parent  birds  were  very  tame,  especially  the  male.  While  he  was 
building  the  nest,  he  had  boon  picked  from  the  hole  by  his  tail  feathers  to  be 
banded.  The  male  was  also  the  most  solicitous  of  the  parents,  coming  to  the  nest 
most  often,  staying  longer,  and  almost  always  entering  the  hole  before  flying  off. 
Both  birds,  when  they  left  the  nest,  would  give  their  "kruking"  call,  which  reminded 
one  of  a  blackbird.  Then  quite  often,  they  would  fly  to  a  wooden  tower  on  which 

they  hitched  before  they  vanished  from  sight.  They  also  had  a  habit  of  flying  right 

by  our  heads,  which  kept  us  ducking  for  fear  of  being  speared. 

We  were  warmly  received  at  the  Station,  Here  we  met  Bill  Gunn,  a  very  pleasant 
person  who  was  in  charge  during  the  holidays.  He  immediately  set  out  to  show  us  a 
Spruce  Grouse.  After  some  pretty  tough  walking  we  finally  jumped  a  female  and  a 
young  bird  which  escaped  before.  We  could  observe  it  satisfactorily.  Although  we 
combed  the  area  into  which  they  flew  with  a  fine-toothed  comb,  we  were  unable  to  see 
them  again, 

Monday  morning  we  went  to  the  Research  Station  to  help  Bill  Gunn  census  two 
breeding  bird  plots  and  to  pick  up  as  many  new  birds  for  our  list  as  possible.  In  a 

spruce  woods  Bob  who  was  in  the  lead,  suddenly  announced  that  he  had  a  Spruce  Grouse. 

This,  of  course,  stirred  up  a  hornet's  nest.  There  was  much  calling  of,  "Where? 
Whore?"  and  a  great  deal  of  thrashing  around  as  various  people  maneuvered  for  a  view. 
All  this  commotion  perturbed  the  Grouse  not  one  bit  however;  he  just  sat  underneath 
a  tree  staring  placidly  about  as  we  approached.  After  everyone  had  seen  him  well, 
we  decided  to  try  to  catch  him.  With  this  in  mind  we  formed  a  circle  about  him  and 
began  to  move  in.  When  we  got  within  a  few  feet  of  him  he  became  nervous  and  ran 
from  one  part  of  the  circle  to  another  for  all  the  world  like  a  barnyard  fowl.  We 
finally  got  too  close,  and  he  xook  off  and  flew  all  of  twenty-five  feet  before 
alighting,  brushing  Bill  Almor  .anger's  hand  on  the  way.  The  others  were  now  satis¬ 
fied,  but  Bob,  Don  and  I  were  loath  to  leave  so  beautiful  a  bird,  so  we  followed  it. 
This  time,  it  flew  about  six  feet  up  in  a  small  spruce.  The  three  of  us  began  to 
move  in  slowly  on  the  three  rides  not  guarded  by  the  trunk.  When  we  were  within  arms 
reach  of  the  bird,  which  just  sat  there  staring  at  us,  Bob  made  a  grab  for  his  tail. 

This  was  altogether  too  outrageous  treatment  for  even  a  Spruce  Grouse  and  the  bird 
took  off,  leaving  Bob  with  a  hand  full  of  feathers. 

After  we  joined  the  others,  we  proceeded  through  some  rather  open  country  beside 
a  beaver  meadow,  which  had  been  well  cut  over  by  the  beavers.  As  we  walked  along, 
my  ear  caught  a  rather  coarse  chickadee  call,  which  we  decided  to  investigate.  It 
vice  a  good  thing  we  did  for  we  found  a  pair  of  Brown-capped  Chickadees  and  their  nest. 

The  nest  was  in  a  stump  about  five  feet  from  the  ground  and  contained  at  least 
four  well  grown  young.  The  parent  birds  flew  about  nervously  giving  their  wheezy 
■Chickadee"  call  and  stopping  occasionally  to  quickly  feed  the  young  birds.  These 
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birds  were  not  nearly  as  cle-  n  cut  as  the  Black-cap;  they  reminded  us  more  of  dirty 
House  Sparrows*  Bill  Gunn  informed  us  that  this  was  the  second  nest  to  be  found  in 
the  park. 

After  we  had  completed  the  census,  we  went  to  Limberlost  Lodge.  On  the  way  we 
stopped  to  £ed  one  of  the  five  or  six  deer  which  were  begging  food  from  the  passing 
tourists* 

At  Limberlost  we  learned  that  the  Peregrine  Falcons  which  nest  there  still  had 
young  in  the  nest.  We  could  see  the  nesting  site  across  the  lake,  and  a  more 
beautiful  setting  for  these  noble  birds  is  hard  to  imagine.  The  aerie  was  located 
on  a  sholf  of  a  cliff  which  rose  abruptly  from  the  lake  and  which  was  surrounded  on 
all  sides  by  green  Canadian  forest.  One  may  imagine  we  lost  no  time  in  obtaining  a 
boat  and  rowing  out  to  the  cliff.  As  we  approached,  one  of  the  parent  birds, 
frightened  by  some  canoeists,  left  the  nest  and  flew  into  a  dead  tree  several 
hundred  feet  down  the  shore.  The  other  parent  remained  at  the  nest  with  its  two, 
partially  feathered  young.  This  bird  was  tearing  the  flesh  from  a  small  mammal, 
probably  a  squirrel,  and  feeding  the  small  strips  of  red  meat  to  one  of  the  young 
birds.  After  the  eyas  was  full,  he  waddled  along  the  ledge.  The  adult  followed 
him  a  short  way  and  then  started  to  eat  some  of  the  squirrel.  Then  it  took  a  piece 
of  meat  in  its  beak,  mounted  a  rock,  posed  there  as  in  a  color  plate,  took  off,  and 
flew  over  our  heads  to  join  its  mate  circling  over  the  woods. 

Our  last  memories  of  Canadian  birds  are  those  of  an  Evening  Grosbeak  and  a 
Pigeon  Hawk. 


Phil  Lenna 


MEETINGS 


Wednesday,  Sept.  13  -  Picnic  Meeting  at  Fort  Erie.  Meet  on  Busti  Ave.  at  Peace 

Bridge  at  5:30  P.M. 

Wednesday,  Sept.  27  -  Research  Committee  summer  report;  Chairman:  Bernard  Nathan. 

Hawk  Flight  and  Shorebird  Count  reports;  Leader:  Edward  Seeber. 

Wednesday,  Oct,  11  -  Annual  Meeting  and  Election  of  Officers.  Plans  for  the  Annual 

Fall  Duck  Census;  Leader:  Arthur  Schaffner.  Discussion  of 
fall  trips. 

FIELD  TRIPS 

Saturday^,  September  and  October  -  Bird  walks  through  Delaware  Park  and  Forest  Lawn 

Cemetery.  Meet  at  Rumsey  Road  and  Delaware  at  8:00  A.M, 

Saturday  to  Monday,  Sept.  2-4  -  Labor  Day  weekend  trip  to  Long  Point;  Leader: 

Richard  Rosche  (UN  8859),  Deadline  for  reservations,  Aug.  20. 

Saturday  -  Sunday,  Sept.  16-17  -  Hawk  Mountain,  Penna. ;  Leader:  Winston  Brockner 

(EL.  6888).  Make  your  reservations  not  later  than  Sept.  9. 

The  peak  of  the  Broad-winged  Hawk  flight  occurs  in  mid-Sept. 

At  this  time  during  warm  weather  in  recent  years  thousands  of 
hawks  have  been  observed  in  a  single  day  at  Hawk  Mountain. 

Sunday,  Sept,  24  •  Niagara  Loop;  Leader:  Heather  Thorpe  (HU.  5270).  Meet  at  Busti 

Avenue  at  Peace  Bridge  at  8:00  A.M. 

Saturday  -  Sunday,  Sept.  30-0et.  1  -  Presque  Isle,  Pymatuning  Lake.  Joint  field 

trip  with  the  Buffalo  Audubon  Society.  Make  your  reservations 
for  Saturday  night  with  Traveller^  Hotel,  Linesville,  Penna. 
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Contact  leader,  H.D.  Mitchell,  378  Crescent  Ave.,  Buffalo,  14 
(VI.  2587)  for  car  reservations.  Meet  at  Genesee  St,  side  of 
City  Hall  at  8:00  A.M. 

Sunday,  Oct,  8  -  Shore  Acres,  Braddock  Bay,  Oak  Orchard;  Leader:  Donald  Gamble 

(PA,  9206),  Meet  at  Main  and  Kenmore  at  7:00  A.M, 

Sunday,  Oct,  15  -  Annual  Fall  Duck  Census;  Leader:  Arthur  Schaffner,  170  Laurel 

Street,  Buffalo,  8  (EL,  9666), 


BUFFALO  AUDUBON  SOCIETY  FIELD  TRIPS 

Sunday,  Sept.  17  -  Shore  Acres  and  Braddock *s  Bay;  Leader:  Gertrude  Webster 

(LI.  0060),  Meet  at  Main  and  Bailey  at  7:00  A.M, 

Saturday,  Sept,  23  -  Grand  Island;  Leader:  Reta  Engelhardt  (DE,  6659).  Meet  at 

Delaware  and  Hertol  at  1:30  P,M. 

Saturday  -  Sunday,  Sept.  30~0ct.  1  -  Presque  Isle,  Pymatuning  Lake.  See  Field  Trips 

above. 


ROCHESTER  BIRD  NOTES 

—  . . — n  1  11 

Rochester  Bird  Notes  for  July,  as  recorded  by  Mr.  W.L.G.  Edson,  include  the 
following  records: 

Week  ending  July  7:  Green-winged  Teal,  Redhead,  Osprey,  Hudsonian  Curlew,  Solitary 

Sandpiper,  Lesser  Yellow-legs,  Least  Sandpiper,  Caspian  Tern, 
and  Nashville  Warbler. 

Week  ending  July  14:  Greater  Yellow-legs,  Dowitcher. 

Week  ending  July  21:  American  Egret,  Greater  and  Lesser  Scaup  Ducks,  Hudsonian 

Curlew,  Stilt  and  Semipalm  Sandpipers,  and  13  species  of 
Warblers,  including  Black  and  White ,  Black-throated  Blue  and 
Pine, 

Week  ending  July  28:  American  Egret,  Semipalm  Plover,  Pectoral  and  Baird* s 

Sandpipers,  Caspian  Tern  and  Carolina  Wren. 


Please  mail  your  records  not  later  than  September  3rd  to  Richard  Drobits,  182  Texas 
Street,  Buffalo  15,  New  York 

Editor  -  Ray  McCann,  429  Norwood  Avenue,  Buffalo  22,  New  York  (EL.  6169) 

Treasurer  -  Kathryn  Praemassing,  87  Linden  Avenue,  Buffalo  14,  N.Y.  (VI.  3289) 
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Published  Monthly  by  tho  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society 

Buffalo.  New  York 


Tho  Month 

The  temperature  during  August  averaged  alnost  exactly  normal .  The  nontlyusdt- 
ually  seemed  quite  cool,  however,  after  the  warm  Augusts  of  the  past  three  years.  The 
mercury  stayed  below  90  degrees  throughout,  the  highest  being  a  not  uncomfortable  83. 
Precipitation  during  the  first  thirty  days  was  considerably  less  than  normal,  but  the 
1.91  inches  of  rain  which  fell  on  the  last  day  of  the  month  brought  the  total  up  to  a 
full  inch  above  the  normal.  August  being  the  month  when  the  fall  warbler  migration 
starts,  it  is  always  interesting  to  watch  the  date  of  their  first  appearance  in  rela¬ 
tion  to  the  weather  pattern.  We  have  occationally  recorded  migration  as  early  as  the 
first  days  of  August,  but  this  year  there  was  nothing  in  the  weather  to  cause  an  early 
movement.  Not  until  the  20th  did  the  temperature  drop  markedly,  but  on  that  day  and 
the  next  it  was  unseasonably  cool,  and  warblers  appeared  throughout  the  area.  The 
shore  bird  migration  was  exceptional.  Knots  were  present  in  unusual  numbers,  but  the 
standouts  were  the  Buff-breasted  Sandpiper  and  the  two  Godwits.  Egrets  were  reported 
in  only  fair  numbers,  and  were  not  widely  distributed  over  the  territory.  Two  other 
records  were  of  real  rarities,  —  the  actual  sight  of  a  Wild  Turkey  and  the  nesting 
of  a  pair  of  Barn  Owls. 


C.S.  Beardslee 


GREAT  GRAY  0-L  0!?  CLEVELAND  BRFAKWATFR 

In  view  of  the  recent  record  of  a  Great  Gray  Owl  in  Dunkirk  harbor  on  tho  break- 
wall,  a  report  of  a  similar  occurrence  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  is  of  especial  interest 
and  may  possibly  concern  the  sane  "broakwall  haunting11  owl. 

Mr.  M.C.  Gilfillan*,  District  Game  Management  Agent,  District  3>  Northeastern 
Ohio,  stated  that  on  March  25,  1950,  while  he  was  studying  the  ducks  along  the  Lake 
Erie, shore  near  East  71st  St.,  his  attention  was  attracted  to  a  large,  dark  owl  sit¬ 
ting  on  the  breakwater.  With  7  x  35  binoculars  he  was  able  to  study  the  bird  closely 
for  about  fifteen  minutes  in  bright  sunlight.  He  has  no  doubt  that  the  bird  was  the 
Great  Gray  Owl  —  Strix  nebulosa  nebulosa.  This  he  determined  on  the  basis  of  the 
large  facial  discs  strongly  marked  with  concentric  circles. 

In  1853  a  Great  Gray  Owl  was  shot  at  Huntsburg,  Geaugua  County,  near  the  Cleve¬ 
land  region. 

*  The  Cleveland  Bird  Calendar,  March  -  April  -  May,  1950,  No.  1,  P.  12,  published  and 
edited  by  the  Kirtland  Bird  Club.  -  53  -  Harold  D.  Mitchell 
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NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


Western  Grobe 

Nov. 

19,  1949  1 

Braddock's  Bay 

Chapin 

American  Egret 

June 

23,30 

1 

Riverside  Harsh 

Sundell  et  al 

Aug. 

6 

2 

Can.  shore  L.  Erie 

Brockner,  McCann 

n 

8-31 

3 

Riverside  Marsh 

Sundell, McIntyre , Lind 

ti 

13 

10 

Shore  Acres 

Andrle , Gamble ,Gampp 

it 

26 

1 

Beaver  Island 

Mitchell , Nathan, 

27 

Almendinger 

it 

6 

Braddock's  Bay 

Andrle 

Least  Bittern 

it 

13 

1Y 

Tifft  Street 

Brockner 

Canada  Goose 

a 

27 

1 

Oak  Orchard 

Seeber,  Nathan, 

Almendinger  et  al 

Green-w.  Teal 

tt 

6,12 

1 

Pt.  Abino,0nt. 

Helborns ,  A  ndrle ; 

Schaffner 

it 

26 

1 

Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

Rosche,  Schaffner 

Wood  Duck 

it 

6 

1 

Can, Shore  L.  Erie 

Brockner,  McCann 

tt 

15 

13  max 

,  Bliss 

Rosche 

ti 

20 

6 

Shore  Acres 

Brockner,  Hermes 

n 

26 

1 

Grand  Island 

Mitchell,  Nathan 

Almendinger 

tt 

27 

8 

Akron 

Gamble,  Gampp 

Lesser  Scaup 

July  15-31 

2 

Dewittville 

Sundell  et  al 

Aug. 

7 

2 

Crystal  Lake 

Rosche,  Woldnan 

tt 

11 

1 

Dewittville 

Sundell 

tt 

26 

5 

Gorge 

Mitchell,  Nathan, 

Almendinger 

Hooded  Merganser 

it 

19 

1 

Bird  Island  Pier 

Schaffner 

Red~br .  Merganser 

n 

6 

2 

Sherkston,  Ont. 

Heilborns,  Andrle 

Bald  Eagle 

tt 

5 

1 

Gull  Island,  Ont. 

Gamble 

it 

5 

2 

Rock  House  Pt.,0nt. 

Andrle,  Gamble 

Wild  Turkey 

late 

June 

1 

near  Alma 

rep.  Sundell 

Two  : 

flocks 

also  reported  in 

Batterson,  rep.  Axtell 

Allegany  State  Park 

*Golden  Plover 

Aug. 

26 

1 

Tifft  Street 

Mitchell,  Nathan 

Almendinger 

tt 

27,30 

1 

Shore  Acres 

Gamble,  Gampp; Mitchell 

Black-bell.  Plover 

n 

5 

1 

Windmill  Pt.,  Ont. 

Schaffner 

it 

13 

13 

Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

McCanns 

n 

20 

1 

Shore  Acres 

Brockner,  Hermes 

it 

20 

9 

Can. Shore  L.  Erie 

Audubon  Trip 

tt 

26 

15 

Can. Shore  L.  Erie 

Rosche,  Schaffner 

Hudsonian  Curlew 

July  9-16 

13 

Lorraine,  Ont. 

Epes 

Aug. 

5 

14 

Gull  Island,  Ont. 

Gamble 

billet 

June 

16 

1 

Craddock1 s  Bay 

O'Hara  et  al  rep. 

Mitchell 

Knot 

Aug. 

19 

11 

Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

Schaffner 

tt 

27 

15 

Braddock's  Bay 

Seeber,  Nathan,  Andrle 

et  al 

W,-runp,  Sandpiper 

ti 

20 

1 

Morgan1 s  Pt.,  Ont. 

Audubon  Trip 

*Bc.ird  *  s  Sandpiper 

« 

13 

3 

Can.  shore  L.Erie 

Soeber,  Nathan  et  al 

tt 

20 

1,2 

Crystal  Beach, 

Sugar  Loaf,  Ont. 

Audubon  Trip 

it 

26 

2 

Lancaster 

Mitchell.  Nathan, 

Almendinger 

tt 

27,30 

5,1 

Shore  Acres 

Gamble,  Gampp, 

Le  n.br.er ;  Mi  tche  11 

tt 

31 

3 

Chautauqua  Lake 

Sund e 11 s , Le nna ,  Bar key 

Least  Sandpiper 

it 

27  30  max. 

Braddock's  Bay 

Gamble,  Gampp 

59 
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Red-bkd.  Sandpiper 

Aug. 

27 

1 

Shore  Acres 

Gamble,  Gc.mpp 

E.  Dowitcher 

July  18 

16 

Can. shore  L.  Erie 

Andrle 

Aug. 

5 

2,1 

Yacht  Harbor, 

Pt.  Abino,  Ont. 

Schaffner 

11 

26 

1  (with  ** large  deformity 

on  left  leg  above  joint 

Shoro  Acres 

Brockner 

Stilt  Sandpiper 

11 

5 

3 

Yacht  Harbor,  Ont. 

Schaffner 

Senipaln.  Sandpiper 

11 

6 

201  max. 

Can. shore  L.  Erie 

Brockner,  McCann 

it 

20 

300  " 

it 

Audubon  Trip 

*Buff-breasted  Sandpiper  n 

27 

1 

Shore  Acres 

Gamble ,Gampp, Leubner 

Western  Sandpiper 

it 

6, 

12  2 

Can. shore  L.  Erie 

Brockner,  McCann; 

Schaffner 

it 

26 

2 

Lancaster 

Mitchell,  Nathan, 

Almendinger 

♦Marbled  Godwit 

n 

19 

1 

Shore  Acres 

Byron,  Seeber,  et  al 

♦Hudsonian  Godwit 

11 

17 

1 

Shore  Acres 

Mitchell 

it 

19 

1 

it 

Many  observers 

Gt.  Black-b.  Gull 

11 

6 

1 

Sherkston,  Ont. 

Andrle 

Caspian  Tern 

it 

27 

6  max. 

Braddock ’ s  Bay 

Gamble,  Gampp,  Andrle 

et  al 

Barn  Owl 

n 

20 

3Y  (i« 

about  ready  to  fly") 

Quoenston,  Ont. 

Selby 

♦Great  Gray  Owl 

May 

15 

1 

Dunkirk 

Elderkins 

Yellow -b.  Flycatcher 

Aug. 

20 

2 

Can. shore  L.  Erie 

Audubon  Trip 

it 

27 

1 

Evans 

Seeber 

Red-br.  Nuthatch 

it 

20 

1 

Morgan’s  Pt.,  Ont. 

Audubon  Trip 

Carolina  Wren 

May 

25 

1 

Brockport 

Guelf 

31. -gr.  Gnatcatcher 

July 

26 

2 

Riverside  Marsh 

Sundell , McIntyre , Lind 

Aug. 

19 

1 

Crescent  Beach, Ont. 

Schaffner 

ti 

20 

3 

Morgan’s  Pt.,  Ont. 

Audubon  Trip 

Prothon’y.  Warbler 

tt 

8,18  1,2 

Riverside  Marsh 

Sundell , McIntyre ,  Lind 

Blue-w.  Warbler 

it 

31 

1 

Barcelona 

Sundell,  Lenna 

Nashville  Warbler 

it 

18 

1 

Riverside  Marsh 

Sundell 

it 

20 

1 

Morgan’s  Pt. ,  Ont. 

Audubon  Trip 

n 

26 

1 

Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

Rosche,  Schaffner 

Parula  Warbler 

11 

27 

1 

Evans 

Seeber 

Magnolia  Warbler 

ti 

20 

14 

Morgan’s  Pt.,  Ont. 

Audubon  Trip 

Bl.-thr.  Blue  Warbler 

11 

20 

1 

ti 

it 

Bl.-thr.  Gr.  Warbler 

11 

20 

2 

n 

H 

Cerulean  Warbler 

June 

11 

1 

Bemus  Pt. 

Sundells 

July  18-27  1 

Dewittville 

Sundell 

Blackburnian  Warbler 

Aug. 

20 

5 

Morgan ’ s  Pt . ,  Ont . 

Audubon  Trip 

Chestnut- s.  Warbler 

n 

20 

1 

Morgan’s  Pt.,  Ont. 

Audubon  Trip 

Bay-br.  Warbler 

it 

20 

5 

it 

n 

Nor,  Water thrush 

it 

13 

4 

Tifft  Street 

Brockner 

n 

20 

8 

Morgan’s  Pt.,  Ont. 

Audubon  Trip 

Wilson’s  Warbler 

it 

20 

1 

it 

it 

Canada  Warbler 

it 

20 

30 

it 

it 

Orchard  Oriole 

June 

3 

1 

Van  Buren  Pt. 

Sundells 

NOTE:  *  indicates  first  report 

of  the  year 

NOTE:  Final  total  for  1949  —  275  (Western  Grebe  added) 

Previous  total  258 

Newly  reported  7  (Golden  Plover,  Willet,  Baird ’s  Sandpiper,  Buff- 

265  breasted  Sandpiper,  Marbled  Godwit, 

Hudsonian  Godwit,  Great  Gray  Owl) 
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THE  CARDINAL  IN  NEW  YORK  STATE 


by  Stephen  W.  Eaton 

St.  Bonaventure  University 

The  northward  extension  of  the  cardinal  (Richmondena  cardinalis)  has  been 
apparent  to  ornithologists  of  northeastern  North  America  for  some  length  of  time. 
This  phenomenon  poses  two  interesting  problems:  from  what  geographic  areas  do  the 
birds  come  and  what  enables  them  to  survive  the  extreme  winter  temperatures  of  areas 
recently  invaded? 

E.H.  Eaton  (1914)  records  the  cardinal  as  rare  in  New  York  State,  breeding  only 
in  the  southeastern  counties.  In  193?.  there  had  been  but  two  known  records  of  this 
bird  in  Ontario  County.  In  the  spring  of  194&  I  counted  seven  male  birds  from 
widely  separated  areas  in  this  same  county.  All  of  these  seven  were  at  low 
elevations,  along  the  shores  of  the  Finger  Lakes.  Since  September  1949  I  have 
resided  in  Olean,  New  York.  Here  I  have  found  cardinals  only  in  areas  adjacent  to 
the  Allegheny  River  at  1400  ft.  There  are  at  least  ten  pairs  from  Allegany  to 
Portville,  New  York.  Nowhere  in  this  region  have  I  seen  the  bird  above  an  altitude 
of  1500  ft.  In  the  accompanying  table,  compiled  from  Christmas  bird  counts, 
evidence  of  the  increase  of  cardinals  in  other  areas  of  New  York  State  is  presented. 
Young  (1946)  has  written  an  interesting  account  of  the  spread  of  the  cardinal, 
particularly  in  Wisconsin.  Snyder  (1941)  mentions  the  similar  spread  in  southeast¬ 
ern  Canada.  Todd  (1940),  writing  about  the  bird  in  western  Pennsylvania,  says, 
n0nce  confined  largely  to  woodland  or  wild  areas  and  extensively  trapped  for  the 
cage  bird  traffic,  it  has  now  become  a  chief  beneficiary  of  the  newly  awakened 
interest  in  bird  study. *» 

From  the  data  I  have  obtained  and  from  the  data  collected  from  the  Christmas 
bird  counts  it  seems  that  the  cardinal  has  invaded  New  York  mainly  from  the  west  via 
the  southern  shores  of  Lake  Erie  and  from  southeastern  Ontario.  Smaller  invasions  , 
may  have  some  from  the  south  by  way  of  the  Allegheny  River  System  (Olean  region)  and 
by  way  of  the  Susquehanna  River  System  (Elmira  and  the  Finger  Lakes  regions).  There 
seems  to  be  little  indication  That  the  bird  is  extending  its  range  up  the  Hudson 
River  Valley. 

What  enables  this  population  of  birds,  which  frequents  the  Great  Lakes  Lowlands 
area  and  the  valleys  of  the  Allegheny  and  Susquehanna  River  Systems,  to  survive 
winter  conditions?  We  can  postulate  a  few  answers  to  this  question  but  postulates 
are  not  enough.  Let  us  gather  as  much  data  as  we  can  concerning  the  winter  habits 
of  the  cardinal  in  New  York.  By  doing  this  we  may  contribute  to  the  conservation  of 
this  interesting  bird  in  our  region  as  well  as  aid  in  unravelling  a  natural  history 
riddle . 


Cardinal  Occurences  in  the  Northeast  From  The 
Audubon  Sbciety^  Christmas  Bird  Count 


Year 

1930 

1935 

1940 

1945 

1950 

Cleveland,  Ohio 

2* 

18 

103 

80 

80 

London,  Ontario 

7 

29 

48 

110 

124 

Hamilton,  Ontario 

1 

6 

29 

35 

76 

Buffalo,  New  York 

0 

0 

4 

9 

16 

Rochester,  Now  York 

0 

NR* 

0 

14 

31 

Geneva,  New  York 

0 

NR 

0 

4 

4 

Syracuse,  New  York 

0 

0 

0 

NR 

NR 

Watertown,  New  York 

NR 

NR 

0 

1 

0 

Schenectady,  New  York 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Bronx,  New  York 

0 

4 

3 

2 

6 

Staten  Island,  New  York 

0 

1 

4 

13 
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25 
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*NR  means  no  report  for  that  year;  numbers  indicate  the  number  of  cardinals  seen  by 
the  entire  census  group.  There  has  been  some  increase  in  number  of  participants 
but  in  general  the  increase  of  cardinals  is  real.  The  Bronx  and  Schenectady 
reports  indicate  no  spread  up  the  Hudson  River. 
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NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS  AND  CENSORSHIP 

by  Harold  D.  Mitchell 

Recently,  in  looking  over  the  Noteworthy  records  with  Clark  Beardslee,  and  in 
checking  with  Richard  Drobits  for  additional  data,  I  was  rather  amazed  at  the  com¬ 
paratively  few  records  submitted,  and  at  the  small  percentage  of  the  membership  who 
sent  in  any  records  whatever  for  the  month.  This  situation  is  so  entirely  different 
from  that  which  existed  fifteen  to  twenty  years  ago,  when  our  membership  was  about 
one  third  of  its  present  numbers  that  it  may  be  well  to  analyze  the  factors 
probably  responsible  for  the  changed  conditions. 

One  reason,  which  is  undoubtedly  a  factor,  is  that  many  of  us  are.  busier  now 
than  we  were  in  the  middle  of  the  depression  period,  and  have  much  lees  time 
available  for  bird  observation.  Ho?/ever,  there  are  few  too  busy  to  spend  at  least 
one  day  a  month  afield,  or  an  occasional  hour  or  two  in  the  early  morning,  or  in  the 
evening,  on  ornithological  observations,  so  this  is  surely  not  the  major  factor. 

Even  though  we  are  busy,  it  requires  only  a  short  time  to  write  up  a  day’s 
observations,  and  check  lists  are  provided  to  make  this  procedure  as  easy  as  possible, 
I  am  hoping  that  many  who  read  this  article  will  resolve  to  become  more  active 
observers.  Try  to  mail  your  records  in  as  soon  after  the  end  of  each  month  as 
possible. 

Another  reason  that  has  been  advanced  by  some  of  the  newer  members  is  that  they 
do  not  know  which  records  are  of  value,  and  which  are  not,  and  therefore  they  do  not 
send  in  any.  These  same  members,  however,  may  say  to  me  a  month  or  so  later  that 
they  had  earlier  arrival  or  later  departure  records  than  those  published  in  The 
Prothonotary .  It  is  always  desirable  to  submit  records  for  any  day  spent  in  the 
field,  even  though  the  records  may  not  appear  important  to  the  observer  at  the  time, 
and  even  though  the  records  may  not  be  published.  Such  records  may  be  a  g*eat  help 
in  determining  the  dates  when  a  species  may  become  common,  or  when  it  ceases  to 
become  common.  Also,  on  the  dates  of  departure,  where  additional  information  is 
most  needed,  one  never  knows  whether  or  not  one’s  record  may  be  the  last,  and  it  is 
therefore  particularly  important  that  fall  records  be  submitted.  In  putting  the 
finishing  touches  on  the  check  list,  it  is  often  necessary  to  go  back  fifteen  years 
or  so  to  find  sufficient  data  to  obtain  such  dates. 

An  important,  possibly  the  most  important  reason,  is  that  some  members  say  that 
they  have  sent  in  records  but  that  they  do  not  see  them  in  print,  and  therefore  tend 
to  lose  interest.  If  such  members  knew  the  criterion  used  by  the  statisticians  to 
determine  the  records  to  be  published,  I  am  sure  that  they  would  realize  that  only 
the  more  significant  records  are  printed. 

In  the  first  place  we  must  all  realize  that  only  the  nesting  dates  are  signifi¬ 
cant  on  permanent  resident  species,  except  such  rarities  as  the  Tufted  Titmouse ,  for 
example.  In  the  case  of  summer  residents,  winter  visitants  and  transient  visitants, 
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in  general  only  the  first  and  the  last  migration  dates  are  significant,  or  in  the 
case  of  rarer  species,  additional  dates  are  significant.  Other  considerations,  such 
as  the  appearance  of  the  red  bellied  Woodpecker  in  a  new  locality,  may  make  the 
record  noteworthy,  while  the  report  month  after  month  of  the  same  species  at  LeRoy, 
where  it  has  been  resident  for  years,  would  not  be  noteworthy.  We  must  rely  on  the 
statisticians  judgement  that  the  more  significant  records  are  published  in  each 
month <s  Frothonotary.  The  fact  that  one  of  your  records  may  not  appear  in  the 
Prothonotary,  therefore,  does  not  mean  that  it  has  not  been  accepted,  but  it  may  not 
be  of  sufficient  significance  for  publicity.  Now  that  I  am  no  longer  a  statistician, 
I  can  speak  more  freely  about  this  phase  of  our  activities,  which  may  not  bo  clearly 
understood  by  some  members. 

When  this  society  was  founded  it  was  agreed  by  the  charter  members  that  inas¬ 
much  as  it  was  a  scientific  society  it  would  be  desirable  to  censor  every  record 
and  that  it  would  be  preferable  to  throw  out  any  record,  that  the  statisticians 
considered  at  all  doubtful.  Section  7,  Article  6  of  the  Constitution  reads  ’’The 
statistician  shall  keep  permanent  records  of  the  observations  made  by  the  society’s 
members.  Censorship  of  such  records  shall  rest  with  the  statisticians,  and  their 
decisions  .shall  be  final.”  Were  it  not  for  censorship,  our  records  ’would  be  of  very 
questionable  value.  However  our  censored  records  will  stand  the  test  of  time. 

Once  upon  a  time  no  record  was  acceptable  unless  there  was  a  specimen  in  hand 
to  show  for  it.  Fortunately,  that  is  net  now  the  case,  as  the  excellent  books  on 
field  identification,  which  have  been  published  in  recent  years,  have  promoted  a 
greater  knowledge  of  birds  in  the  field.  Nov;  there  are  many  more  observers  often 
making  it  possible  for  any  one,  who  may  see  a  great  rarity,  or  a  common  bird  far  out 
of  season,  to  summon  others  to  verify  the  sight  record.  Thus  the  sight  record  of  a 
Wandering  Tattler,  for  example,  would  not  stand  the  test  of  time,  were  it  not  seen, 
under  excellent  conditions,  b5r  a  considerable  number  of  people,  among  whom  were 
several  of  our  best  and  most  experienced  observers. 

Having  been  a  statistician  for  a  number  of  years,  and  having  driven  hundreds  of 
miles  and  walked  considerable  distances  in  attempting  to  observe  many  birds  reported 
by  members  and  friends,,  may  I  say  that  your*  censors  have  always  endeavored  to  verify 
all  possible  reoox'ds;  and  I  know  that  this  is  true  today.  You  can  and  should  aid 
them  greatly  in  n  rather  thankless  and  arduous  task,  by  ’’running,  not  walking,  to 
the  nearest,  telephone ■’ ,  as  Ludlow  Qrisoom  once  suggested,  to  call  at  least  one  other 
observer,  preferably  one  more  experienced  than  you,  to  aid  you  in  verifying  an 
observation  of  a  great  rarity  (or  a  more  common  bird  far  out  of  season). 

It  is  inevitable  that  some  unusual  records,  not  accepted  by  the  censors,  may 
have  been  founded  cn  entirely  correct  observations.  Sometimes  either  the  inexper¬ 
ience  of  the  observer «  or  the  lack  of  verification  by  others,  must  be  considered  by 
the  censors  i^  they  perform  their  function  as  was  intended.  Lastly,  I  have  been 
told  that  it  has  been  intimated  that  any  observation  made  by  a  statistician  is  auto¬ 
matically  accepted.  Nothing  ceuj.d  be  further  from  the  truth.  I  know  personally  of 
a  number  of  cases  where  your  statisticians  have  discussed  their  own  sight  records 
and  thrown  them  cut  due  to  some  possibility  of  doubt  as  to  the  exact  identification, 
and  I  also  know  of  a  number  of  cases  where  your  statisticians  have  called  each  other 
or  called  other  members  to  verify  their  own  sight  observations. 

I  am  sure  that  if  all  members  realize  the  reasons  in  back  of  the  selection  and 
publication  of  noteworthy  records,  they  will  not  only  send  in  their  field  observa¬ 
tions,  but  will  aid  the  statisticians  in  every  way  possible  in  the  future. 
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MEETINGS 


Meetings  are  on  the  second  and  fourth  Wednesdays  of  the  month  at  8:00  P.M. 
sharp  in  the  Humboldt  Room  of  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science. 

Oct.  11  -  Annual  Meeting  and  Election  of  Officers.  Plans  for  the  Annual  Fall  Duck 

Census;  Leader:  Arthur  Schaffner,  Discussion  of  Fall  Trips. 

Oct.  25  *  Report  of  Annual  Fall  Duck  Census;  Leader:  Arthur  Schaffner 
Nov.  8  -  Bird  movies  of  this  year;  Robert  C.  Kernes. 


FIELD  TRIPS 

Sunday,  Oct.  8.  -  Shore  Acres,  Braddock  Bay,  Oak  Orchard;  Leader:  Donald  Gamble 

(PA.  9206),  Meet  at  Main  and  Kennore  at  7:00  A.  M. 

Sunday,  Oct.  15  -  Annual  Fall  Duck  Census;  Leader:  Arthur  Schaffner,  170  Laurel 

St.,  Buffalo  8,  New  York  (EL.  9666) 

Saturday,  Sunday,  Oct.  28,  29  -  Hawk  Mountain,  Penna.;  Leader:  Donald  Gamble, 

(PA.  9206).  Make  your  reservations  not  later  than  Oct.  21. 

Late  October  is  one  of  the  best  seasons  for  the  rare  Golden 
Eagle  and  for  many  Red-shouldered  Hawks  and  Red-tailed  Hawks, 


Sunday,  Nov.  5 


Montezuma  Refuge  in  Central  New  York;  Leader:  Harold  Axtell 
(GR.  4100).  Meet  at  Main  and  Kenmore  at  5:00  A.M. 


Wed. , 

October 

Sun. , 

October 

Sat. , 

October 

Sun, , 

October 

Sun. , 

October 

4,  -  8:00  P.M. 
8,  -  3:00  P.M. 
14,-  1:00  P.M. 

22,-  3:00  P.M. 

29,-  8:00  A.M. 


ATJDIPON  NOTES 


Museum-Green  Magic;  Mr.  Charles  A.  Zenkert,  Leader 

Screen  Tour  at  Museum;  Bert  Harwell  -  Canada  West. 

Main  &  Bailey;  Field  Trip  to  Hidden  Lake  and  Oak 
Orchard  Farm.  Call  Frances  Rew,  (TR.  0342) 

Screen  Tour  -  Museum  -  Harold  Orians  -  11  Wild  Life 
at  Your  Doorstep”. 

Field  Trip  to  Soil  Conservation  Unit  of  Erie  County. 
Miss  Mabel  Janes,  Leader;  Meet  at  Genesee  Street 
side  of  City  Hall. 


Please  nail  your  records  not  later  than  October  3rd,  to  Richard  Drobits,  182  Texas 
Street,  Buffalo  15,  New  York 

Editor  -  Ray  McCann,  429  Norwood  Avenue,  Buffalo  22,  New  York  (EL.  6169) 
X^^surer  “  Kathryn  Praemassing,  87  Linden  Avenue,  Buffalo  14>  N.Y.  (VI.  3289) 
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i‘  Published  Monthly  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society 

Buffalo.  New  York 


The  Month 


The  fact  that  September^  mean  temperature  was  less  than  one  degree  above  normal 
is  misleading,  for  actually  it  was  a  month  of  wide  fluctuations.  The  first  six  days 
averaged  3  degrees  below  normal,  the  next  seven  days  5  above,  the  following  twelve 
days  l  bellow,  and  the  lesu  five  days  7  above.  The  third  of  these  periods,  climaxed 
by  three  days  of  such  severe  cold  in  the  23rd,  24th,  and  25th  that  snow  fell  and  most 
householders  started  their  furnace  fires,  accelerated  the  southward  passage  of  the 
smaller  migrants.  However.,  the  cold  spell  occurred  a  littl.e  too  early  to  clean  them 
all  out ,  and  the  much  warmer  weather  of  the  Last  period  encouraged  the  hardier 
warblers  to  remain  here  into  October.  The  shore  bird  migration  produced  no  rarities 
to  equal  Augusts,  but  envoi:..' '.y  large  flocks  of  Golden  Plover,  Knot,  and  White- 
rumped  Sandpipers  were  report  a.  The  outstanding  phenomenon  of  the  month  was  the 
blackout  wh.vch  occurred  on  the  24  th,  starting  at  1:00  P.M.  Between  2:00  and  4:00  the 
sun  was  so  obscured  that  darkness  approximated  late  twilight.  Street  lights  came  on; 
the  sun*'£  disc  was  visible  with  a  purple  hue;  to  the  northeast  a  streak  of  clear 
bright  sky  continued  until  sunset.  Ascribed  to  several  possible  agencies,  but 
officially  to  forest  fires  in  west  central  Canada,  the  darkness  had  a  considerable 
effect  on  bird  life.  Ax&ell  and  Nathan  reported  that  Night  Herons  came  in  to  feed  at 
Bird  Island,  and  I  suppose  all  of  us  noticed  the  smaller  birds  retiring  for  the 
tt night”, 

C.S.  Beardslee 


NOTEWORTHY  REC 0RDS 


*  indicates  first  report  of  the  year 
F  ”  ”  ”  ”  ”  season 

L  ”  last  ”  «  »  » 


Common  Loon 

Sept. 

16F 

1 

Can.  shore  L.Erie 

Axtells 

n 

16F 

1 

Point  Abino,  Ont. 

Nathan  et  al 

American  Egret 

n 

2 

2 

Mud  Lake,  Ont. 

Rosche,  Almendihger  etal 

tt 

3,9 

1 

Grand  Island 

Lyons,  Evans,  rep. 
Mitchell 

it 

17 

5 

Oak  Orchard  to  Rochester  Mitchell,  Webster, 

Nathan  et  al 

Canada  Goose 

ti 

23 

1  floc^  F  Chautauqua  Lake 

Walters,  rep.  Mitchell 

Gadwall 

n 

9F 

1 

Burntship  Creek 

Woldman,  Schaffner 
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Green-w.  Teal 

Sept.  2 

13 

Mud  Lake,0nt. 

Rosche,  Almendinger  eta 

Shoveller 

ii 

16,18 

1 

Prendergast  Pt. 

Lenna 

» 

30 

10 (max)  Celeron 

Lenna 

Bedhead 

n 

10F 

2 

Niagara  Gorge 

Mitchell, Andrle  et  al 

Canvas-back 

n 

24 

1 

Niagara  Gorge 

Thorpe  et  al  B.O.S.Trip 

Lesser  Scaup 

it 

2 

5 

n  ii 

Mitchell,  Nathan 

n 

10F 

2 

South  Harbor 

Mitchell, Andrle  et  al 

Old  Squaw 

n 

24 

1 

Niagara  Gorge 

Thorpe  et  al  B.O.S.Trip 

Ruddy  Duck 

ii 

30F 

2 

Outlet  to  Chautauqua  L.  Lenna 

Red-br.  Merganser 

n 

24 

1 

Niagara  Gorge 

Thorpe  et  al  B.O.S.  Trr; 

Sharp- sh.  Hawk 

ti 

16 

3 

Can.  shore  L.  Erie 

Axtells 

it 

16 

8 (max.)  tt  '*  ’* 

Filor 

C coper* s  Hawk 

it 

16 

3 

it  it  ii 

it 

Broadwing,  Hawk 

n 

16 

1 

it  it  it 

it 

n 

24 

1 

Erie  Beach 

Thorpe  et  al  B.O.S.  Trip 

Bald  Eagle 

it 

2 

1 

Mud  Lake,  Ont. 

Rosche,  Schaffner  et  al 

n 

9 

1 

Burntship  Creek 

Woldman,  Schaffner 

n 

10 

1 

Evans 

Filor,  Wagner 

Osprey 

ii 

3F 

1 

Forest  Lawn 

Brockner,  Emersons 

it 

30 

1 

Smith  * s  Mills,  N.Y. 

Andrle,  Rev/ 

Duck  Hawk 

it 

16 

1 

Crystal  Beach,  Ont. 

Nathan  et  al 

Golden  Plover 

it 

9 

33 

Bedell  Rd.,  Grand  Is. 

Woldman,  Schaffner 

it 

16 

1 

Pleasant  Beach,  Ont. 

Nathan,  Filor  et  al 

n 

17 

50 

Bedell  Rd.,  Grand  Is. 

n  n  ii 

it 

23 

60  (max)  «  »  «  " 

Nathan  et  al 

it 

23 

23 

Grand  Island 

Mitchell 

Ruddy  Turnstone 

H 

2F 

4 

Waverly  Beach,  Ont, 

Rosche,  Almendinger  etal 

tl 

16 

3 

Can.  Shore  L.  Erie 

Axtells 

II 

17 

1 

Rochester  to  Oak  Orchard  Mitchell,  Webster 

II 

22 

2 

Bird  Island  Pier 

Mitchell  et  al  (et  al 

Knot 

11 

2 

20 

Sugar loaf  Pt. ,  Ont. 

Rosche, Almendinger  et  al 

11 

5 

25 

Pt.Colborne  &  Rock 

House  Pt. 

Andrle,  Gamble 

II 

16 

3 

Can, Shore  Lake  Erie 

Axtells 

H 

16 

25 

Crystal  Beach,  Ont. 

Nathan  et  al 

W.-rump  Sandpiper 

II 

9,10, 

2,2, 

Prendergast  Pt. 

Lenna 

16,18 

3,3, 

II 

12 

9 

Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

Andrle,  Axtell 

II 

13 

28(max)Can.  shore  Lake  Erie 

Andrle,  Gamble 

It 

16 

15 

it  ti  h  it 

Axtells 

ft 

16 

2 

Bird  Is.  Pier 

Filor 

II 

16 

7 

Crystal  Beach,  Ont. 

Nathan  et  al 

11 

17 

7 

Ling  Road 

Filor,  et  al 

Red-bkd.  Sandpiper 

11 

16F 

1 

Bird  Island  Pier 

Filor 

Dowitcher 

ft 

2L 

2 

Rockhouse  Pt.,0nt, 

Rosche,  Almendinger, 

Schaffner 

Stilt  Sandpiper 

It 

2 

2 

Can. shore  Lake  Erie 

Rosche,  Almendinger  etal 

11 

3,5 

Prendergast  Pt. 

Lenna 

9,10 

1,2 

II 

5 

2 

Can,  Shore  Lake  Erie 

Andrle,  Gamble 

II 

10 

1 

Tifft  Street 

Mitchell,  Andrle  et  al 

11 

17 

4 

Ling  Road 

Filor,  et  al 

Semi-palm  Sandpiper 

11 

16 

50(maxXCan.  Shore  L.  Erie 

Axtells 

It 

17 

90  " 

Rochester  to  Shore  Acres  Mitchell,  Webster 

et  al 

Western  Sandpiper 

II 

10 

1 

Tifft  Street 

Mitchell,  Andrle  et  al 

11 

10,18 

1 

Prendergast  Pt. 

Lenna 

N 

12 

1 

Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

Andrle,  Axtell 

It 

13 

1 

Crystal  Beach,  Ont. 

Andrle,  Gamble 
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Western  Sandpiper 

Sept,l6 

1 

Can. Shore  Lake  Erie 

Axtells 

tt 

16 

1 

Bird  Island  Pier 

Filor 

it 

17 

2 

Shore  Acres 

Filor,  Nathan  et  al 

ii 

22 

3 

Bird  Island  Pier 

Mitchell  et  al 

Sandorling 

it 

16 

80 (max)  Bird  Island  Pier 

Filor 

^Northern  Phalarope 

it 

17 

L 

Ling  Road  Mitchell,  Webster,  Filor  et  al 

Jaeger  (possibly  a 

tt 

24 

1 

Erie  Beach 

Seeber,  Axtells,  Byron, 

Poraarine ) 

et  al 

*Franklin*s  Gull 

it 

23 

1 

Bird  Island  Pier 

Woldman,  Schaffner 

Bonaparte* s  Gull 

it 

16 

6000/ (max)  11  »  « 

Filor 

tt 

16 

6000  (max)  "  **  *» 

Mitchell  et  al 

Little  Gull 

it 

5F 

3 

Can,  Shore  Lake  Erie 

Andrle,  Gamble 

t 

tt 

9 

1 

Bird  Island 

Stohaffner 

tt 

16 

1  or 

2  »  "  Pier 

Filor 

it 

23 

1 

tt  it  tt 

Woldman,  Schaffner 

\ 

tt 

23 

1 

tt  tt  tt 

Mitchell  et  al 

Forster’s  Tern 

tt 

2F 

1 

Ft.  Sheridan  Drive 

Mitchell,  Nathan 

Caspian  Tern 

it 

2 

4 

Rockhouse  Pt.,  Ont. 

Rosche,  Schaffner  et  al 

Black  Tern 

it 

2 

2500  (max)  Waterfront 

Mitchell,  Nathan 

n 

16 

1500 

Bird  Island  Pier 

Filor 

Black-b.  Cuckoo 

n 

10L 

1 

Forest  Lawn 

Mitchell,  Andrle  et  al 

Yellow-b.  Cuckoo 

it 

16 

1 

Can.  Shore  Lake  Erie 

Axtells 

Chimney  Sw if t 

tt 

26L 

12 

Castile 

W.  Van  Arsdale 

Hummingbird 

tt 

30L 

1 

Niagara  Falls,  N.Y. 

Wilmer  H.  Koch 

Yellow-b.  Sapsucker 

it 

16F 

2 

Can,  Shore  Lake  Erie 

Axtells 

Crested  Flycatcher 

it 

10L 

1 

Buffalo 

Mitchell,  Andrle  et  al 

Yellcw-b.  Flycatcher  Aug,13F 

1 

378  Crescent  Ave.,Bflo.  Mitchell 

Sept.20L 

Forest  Lawn 

Schaffner 

Least  Flycatcher 

tt 

24L 

3 

Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

Thorne  et  al  B.O.S.Trip 

Wood  Pewee 

it 

24L 

2 

it  it  tt 

tt  tt  tt 

Olive-s.  Flycatcher 

it 

2L 

1 

Delaware  Park 

Brockner 

Purple  Martin 

tt 

10 

500 (max)  Niagara  River  Area 

Mitchell,  Andrle  et  al 

it 

4 

500 (max)  North  Buffalo 

Eschelmans 

it 

20 

2 

tt  tt 

tt 

tt 

23L 

3 

Jamestown 

Lenna 

tt 

23L 

2 

Grand  Island 

Mitchell 

Red-br.  Nuthatch 

tt 

16F 

2 

Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

Axtells 

Brown  Creeper 

ti 

16  F 

1 

tt  tt  it 

it 

Winter  Wren 

it 

16F 

3 

Can. Shore  Lake  Erie 

tt 

Wood  Thrush 

tt 

30L 

1 

Smith’s  Mills,  N.Y. 

Andrle,  Rev; 

Hermit  Thrush 

it 

24F 

1 

Erie  Beach,  Ont, 

Thorpe  et  al  B.O.S.Trip 

Olivo -b.  Thrush 

tt 

2F 

1 

Rockhouse  Pt.,  Ont. 

Rosche,  Alraendinger  etal 

Gray-ch.  Thrush 

it 

16F 

1 

Morgan* s  Pt. ,  Ont. 

Axtells 

Bl.-gr.  Gnatcatcher 

tt 

16 

1 

Morgan *s  Pt.,  Ont. 

it 

Ruby-cr.  Kinglet 

it 

16F 

3 

Can.  Shore  Lake  Erie 

tt 

it 

16F 

1 

Jamestown 

Lenna 

Pipit 

tt 

10F 

1 

Prendergast  Pt. 

Lenna 

tt 

11 

12 

Baseline  &  Bedell  field  Gamble,  Gampp 

tt 

16 

6 

Bird  Island  Pier 

Filor 

Yellow-th,  Vireo 

it 

20L 

1 

Forest  Lawn 

Schaffner 

Solitary  Vireo 

n 

24F 

; 

Jamestown 

Lenna 

Philadelphia  Vireo 

tt 

16F 

i 

Can.  shore  Lake  Erie 

Axtells 

tt 

]6F 

2 

Jamestown 

Lenna 

Bl.  &  Wh.  Warbler 

it 

16L 

i 

Can.  shore  Lake  Erie 

Axtells 

Tennessee  Warbler 

it 

2F 

i 

Delaware  Park 

Brockner 

it 

2F 

2 

tt  tt 

Mitchell,  Nathan 

it 

16,30  32 (max)  Jamestown 

Lenna 

Orange-cr.  Warbler 

it 

18F 

1 

tt 

tt 

tt 

24 

1 

Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

Thorpe  et  al  B.O.S.Trip 
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Yellow  Warbler 

Sept 

.  2 

1 

Delaware  Park 

Brockner 

it 

3L 

2 

Grand  Island 

Lyons,  Evans,  rep. 

Mitchell 

Cape  May  Warbler 

it 

2F 

6 

Can,  shore  Lake  Erie 

Rosche,  Almendinger  etr, 

Blackburn.  Warbler 

ti 

24L 

1 

Erie  Beach,  Ont, 

Thorpe  et  al  B.O.S.TrU 

Chestnut- s  Warbler 

n 

24L 

1 

ii  ii  n 

ii  ii  n 

Bay-br.  Warbler 

ii 

24L 

2 

n  it  ti 

ii  it  ii 

Black-poll  Warbler 

it 

2F 

6 

Delaware  Park 

Mitchell,  Nathan 

it 

2F 

2 

Can.  shore  Lake  Erie 

Rosche 

it 

2F  : 

10 

Delaware  Park 

Brockner 

Conn.  Warbler 

ii 

23,29 

1 

Jamestown 

Lenna 

Mourning  Warbler 

it 

26L 

1 

Forest  Lawn 

Schaffner 

Wilson *s  Warbler 

n 

16L 

1 

Can.  shore  Lake  Erie 

Axtells 

Rusty  Blackbird 

ti 

21F 

1 

Bird  Island  Pier 

Schaffner 

Slate-col.  Junco 

n 

16F 

5 

Can.,  shore  Lake  Erie 

Axtells 

Lincoln*s  Sparrow 

it 

16F,30 

1,2 

Jaanestown 

Lenna 

Lapland  Longspur 

ti 

23F 

1 

Bedell  Rd.,  Grand  Is. 

Mitchell,  Nathan  et  al 

Previous  Total  275 

Newly  Reported  2  (Northern  Phalarope, 

New 

Total 

277  Franklin *s  Gull) 

A  DAY 

SHQREBIRDING 

9/7/50 

It  was  a  pleasant  August  morning  when  we  left  Buffalo  at  the  leisurely  hour  of 
eight-thirty,  for  a  day  on  the  shore  of  Lake  Ontario.  The  area  to  be  covered  was 
from  Shore  Acres  east,  a  few  miles,  to  Braddock’s  Bay.  The  sun  shone  brightly,  but 
with  the  rising  of  the  warmed,  humid  air;  thunderheads  made  their  appearance  by  late 
morning.  The  season  indicated  that  the  shore  bird  migration  was  in  full  swing,  so 
we  decided  to  spend  the  day  familiarizing  ourselves  more  thoroughly  with  these  birds. 

The  date  was  the  27th  of  the  month,  and  although  equinoctial  hurricanes  had 
begun  generating  south,  in  the  Carribean  Sea,  their  effects  were  not  to  be  felt  until 
late  that  afternoon.  The  previous  week!s  weather  had  been  moderate  with  prevailing 
southerly  winds.  Therefore,  we  knew  that  the  weather  conditions  would  not  afford  us 
any  uiiusual  observations,  but  since  all  noteworthy  observations  are  not  dependent 
upon  the  weather,  we  still  hoped  for  a  f ew  interesting  birds. 

Our  first  shore  birds  were  Killdeer  and  Solitary  Sandpipers,  which  were  seen  in 
the  marsh  areas  around  Akron  and  Oak  Orchard  Swamp.  Traveling  north  from  there  to¬ 
ward.  the  Ontario  shore,  a  dark,  long  winged  bird  soon  caught  our  eye.  As  it  glided 
high  in  the  sky,  into  the  steady  southwest  wind,  its  downward  bowed  wings  told  'as 
that  it  was  not  a  Turkey  Vulture,  which  is  so  common  in  the  area.  We  stopped; 
directly  overhead  its  proportions  and  brownish  underwing  coverts  made  us  realize  that 
it  was  an  immature  Bald  Eagle  J  A  nearby  farmer,  noticing  our  interest  and  apparently 
suapoitlng  nimrod-like  intentions,  told  us  that  it  was  a  turkey  buzzard  with  a  #150 
shoot:' ng  fine.  This  incident  was  indeed  an  encouraging  sign  of  the  conservation 
consciousness  of  some  people  today  J 

Arriving  at  our  destination,  we  found  Shore  Acres  quite  dry  and  the  mud  cracked. 
But,  upon  approaching  the  remnants  of  moist  mud,  a  few  peep  and  larger  shore  birds 
were  noticed.  Of  these,  we  identified  Ringed  Plover,  Killdeer,  Least  &  Semi-palmated 
•Swiop:  pc ts  ,  and  saw  three  birds  which  we  suspected  were  Baird 1  s  Sandpipers;  Suddenly 
t.ie  b'.:do  flew  before  we  had  finished  our  observation.  This  left  us  with  a  reason¬ 
able  doubt  as  to  the  presence  of  the  Baird*s  Sandpipers,  and  with  the  impression  that 
cue  of  the  birds  in  flight  was  a  Golden  Plover.  We  hurriedly  crossed  the  thruway, to 
a  X  unsuspected  pond  on  the  north  side,  nearer  the  lake.  The  construction  of  the 
t.’r/u;  ay.  which  at  that  stage  was  only  earth,  had  caused  the  emtying  of  the  formerly 
large  pond.  Later  in  the  week  we  learned  that  rain  had  refilled  the  pond  very  well. 
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The  small  pond  had  an  interesting  variety  of  birds.  There  we  added  Wilson fs 
Snipe,  Pectoral  and  Red-backed  Sandpipers  to  our  list.  Soon  the  alert  Golden  ?3ovor. 
perched  on  a  mud  clod,  was  seen;  but  the  Baird* s  Sandpipers  were  not  to  be  i'cunc' . 

Then  a  Greater  and  Lesser  Yellowlegs  flew  in  together,  giving  us  a  fine  comparison 
of  the  two.  7/e  spent  much  time  comparing  the  similiar  species,  and  studying  the 
variations  within  each  species. 

Driving  east  along  the  thruway  toward  Braddock*s  Bay,  we  found  several  large 
flocks  of  Killdeer.  At  the  gravel  and  sand  beach  on  the  west  spit  of  Braddock’s  Bay, 
our  list  grew  with  the  addition  of  Ruddy  Turnstone,  Spotted  Sandpiper,  Knot,  and 
Sanderling.  Basking  in  the  sun,  watching  a  storm  in  the  east  thunder  out  over  the 
lake,  we  were  surprised  to  hear  an  odd  shorebird-like  call  overhead.  There,  without 
its  normal,  harsh  call,  flew  a  Caspian  Tern.*  Recalling  groups  seen  on  bygone  trips, 
we  scoured  the  bay  with  our  glasses.  One,  two  three—,  soon  we  had  a  total  of  six 
qf  these  magnificent  flyers,  several  using  the  soft  call  which  we  had  never  heard 
before.  Turning  homeward,  we  little  realized  that  the  rarest  was  yet  to  be. 

Accidently,  we  found  ourselves  back  on  the  mud  thruway,  going  west.  As  we  neared 
Shore  Acres,  we  noticed  a  photographer  intently  watching  what  then  appeared  to  be  dry 
mud  flats,  barren  except  for  some  small  plants  which  had  begun  to  grow,  recently.  We 
had  just  commented  about  the  lack  of  anything  photogenic,  when  we  saw  the  sign  of  our 
clan.  The  binoculars  slung  from  his  neck,  and  an  excited  wave  stopped  us  .*  He  intro¬ 
duced  himself  as  Gerhard  Leubner  of  Rochester,  and  said  that  he  thought  that  he  had 
found  a  Buff -Breasted  Sandpiper.  Would  we  help  him  verify  it?  Of  course  .*  Mr. 

Leubner  said  that  there  were  four  Baird *s  Sandpipers  with  the  bird,  and  we  eagerly 
approached  the  flat  area.  Ke  was  right,  and  although  undue  haste  in  identification 
should  be  frowned  upon,  one  look  told  us  that  this  bird  was  a  Buff -breasted  Sandpiper, 
still  in  good  spring  plumage  .* 

7/ebster*s  Dictionary  describes  buff,  as  a  yellowish  red-yellow  color  of  medium 
saturation  and  high  brilliance.  Although  we  have  not  examined  a  skin,  this  seems  to 
be  a  very  accurate  field  description  of  the  head  (except  for  the  crown  and  eye 
region),  throat,  breast,  belly,  and  under  tail  coverts.  The  feathers  in  the  shoulder 
region  had  a  black  speckled  appearance,  which  extended  slightly  into  the  breast.  The 
buff  color  was  deepest  in  the  breast.  The  white  eye  ring  was  most  evident  when 
viewed,  not  at  right  angles,  or  in  bright  light.  The  crown  seemed  to  have  brownish 
feathers,  finely  streaked  with  lighter  ones.  The  bill  was  slender  and  very  similiar 
to  that  of  the  Baird *s  Sandpiper  but  smaller.  The  head  and  slender  neck  were  held 
in  an  alert  position,  much  like  the  larger,  slender  shore  birds  -  particularly  the 
Bartramian  Sandpiper.  The  legs  were  inconspicuously  yellow.  That  is,  not  nearly  as 
bright  as  those  of  the  Spotted  Sandpiper  or  Yellowlegs;  it  was  necessary  to  have 
bright  sunlight  or  to  be  at  close  range  to  observe  the  basic,  yellow  color. 

As  we  studied  the  wings  and  back,  it  was  oasy  to  see  why  this  bird  is  so  often 
compared  with  the  Baird’s  Sandpiper.  The  backs  of  both  species  appeared  very  scaled, 
and  the  white  margins  of  the  feathers,  which  gave  that  appearance,  looked  similar 
even  in  the  wing  coverts  and  primaries.  However,  the  heavily  streaked  breast,  clear 
belly,  and  dark  logs  of  the  Baird’s  Sandpiper,  were  some  of  the  vast  differences  of 
that  species.  The  slightly  longer  length  of  the  Buff-breasted  Sandpiper  was  also 
discernible. 

We  noticed  that  certain  birds,  at  this  season  at  least,  varied  from  Peterson's 
latest  eastern  plates.  Many  of  the  Semipalmated  Sandpipers  appeared  to  have  as  much 
streaking  as  is  shown  on  the  Baird *s  Sandpiper.  Likewise,  the  Baird *s  Sandpipers 
appeared  to  have  streakings,  more  like  the  heavy  ones  shown  on  the  Pectoral  Sandpiper. 

These  last  two  species  brought  our  final  total  of  shore  birds  to  seventeen, 
which  is  a  good  total  number  for  any  day  in  this  area,  during  the  fall  migration. 

After  observing  them  for  a  long  period,  we  tried  to  get  the  birds  in  a  position  to 
photograph  v/ith  various  types  of  psychological  persuasion.  As  Mr.  Leubner  stood 
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ready  with  camera  and  tripod,  we  tried  to  flank  them  and  to  herd  the  five  of  them 
into  a  measured  distance.  They  did  not  like  our  method  at  first,  and  once,  after 
joining  a  floc^  of  nervous,  boisterous  Killdeer,  they  had  to  be  called  away  from  the 
flying  flock  with  loud,  peep  li^e  notes.  The  longer  we  tried,  the  less  fearful  they 
became.  At  times,  we  were  able  to  get  within  15  feet,  but  they  always  stayed  much 
further  from  the  tripod  and  the  camera  with  an  eight  inch  lens.  Thirty  feet  of  film 
was  obtained.  Before  we  left,  a  fifth  Baird* s  Sandpiper  appeared. 

This  is  the  fifth  Buff-breasted  Sandpiper  record  for  Western  New  York  and  the 
sixth  record  for  the  area  covered  by  our  Society.  The  dates  of  these  records  fall 
close  to  the  end  of  August.  The  most  recent  previous  record  is  that  of  Clark  S. 
Beardslee  on  September  4,  1932,  at  Fort  Erie,  Ontario.  These  birds  are  reported  to 
be  very  common  on  the  breeding  grounds,  but  records  are  scattered  and  few  durir^ 
their  migration  through  the  Great  Plains.  They  appear  rarer  in  proportion  to  their 
distance  east  of  that  migrational  path;  they  are  seldom  seen  on  the  Atlantic  Coast. 

To  the  west,  several  records  have  been  reported  from  Toronto  airport  and  Mosquito 
Reservoir  in  Ohio,  while  on  the  gulf  coast  of  Texas,  they  are  even  commoner.  On  one 
occasion  twelve  were  seen  on  Mosquito  Reservoir,  which  is  very  near  Warren,  Ohio.  On 
September  25,  1949  one  was  observed  by  H.D.  Mitchell  and  group  at  Pymatuning,  Penn. 

Looking  back,  one  can  easily  see  how  ideal  the  conditions  were  for  such  an  ob¬ 
servation,  with  such  ideally  located  fields  and  flats.  Yet,  like  all  noteworthy 
observations,  it  could  not  have  been  predicted.  Perhaps  this  is  the  reason  for  the 
ornithblogical  enthusiasm  in  field  study.  As  we  drove  hone  into  the  high  winds  and 
rain,  we  discussed  the  values  of  thorough  observations  and  of  field  study  in  becoming 
more  familiar  with  our  interesting  shore  birds. 


Donald  J.  Gamble 
Maron  Gampp 
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Kenmore, 
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MEETINGS 


Meetings  are  on  the  seeond  and  fourth  Wednesdays  of  the  month  at  8:00  P.M.  sharp 
in  the  Humbolt  Room  of  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science. 

Nov,  8  -  Bird  Movies  of  this  Year,  -  Mr.  Robert  C.  Hermes 

Nov.  22  -  No  Meeting. 

Dec#  13  -  Plans  for  the  Annual  Christmas  Census,  Leaders:  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Walter 

Klabunde.  Conservation  Committee  report  and  discussion,  Chairman: 
Robert  Andrle. 

FIELD  TRIPS 

J 

Sunday  -  Nov.  5  -  Montezuma  Refuge  in  Central  New  York;  Leader:  Harold  Axtell 

(GR.  4100).  Meet  at  Main  &  Kenmore  at  5:00  A.M. 


Sunday  -  Nov.  12  - 


Sunday  -  Nov.  26  - 


Sunday  -  Dec.  10  - 


Sunday  -  Dec.  17  - 


Grand  Island  &  Vicinity;  Leader:  Richard  Byron.  Meet  at 
Delaware  &  Hertel  at  8:00  A.M.  For  more  information  call  Don 
Gamble  (PA.  9206). 

Canadian  Shore  of  Lake  Erie;  Leader:  Winston  Brockner  (EL.  6888) 
Meet  on  Genesee  St.  side  of  City  Hall  at  8:00  A.M. 

Niagara  River,  Falls,  and  Grand  Island;  Leader:  Wm.  C.  Vaughan 
(PA.  0384).  Meet  Delaware  &  Hertel  at  8:00  A.M. 

Buffalo  water  front,  Tifft  St.,  Lake  Erie  Shore  to  Larkin  estate; 
Leader:  Robert  Andrle  (PA.  1411).  Meet  on  Genesee  St.  side  of 
City  Hall  at  8:30  A.M. 


BIRD  BEHAVIOR 


Bird  behavior  makes  an  interesting  study  and  contributes  much  to  our  knowledge. 
Many  of  these  observations  are  never  reported.  I  think  these  observations  would  make 
ideal  material  for  The  Prothonotary,  and  I  hope  everyone  will  start  sending  them  in. 

The  Sparrow  Hawk  (Falco  Sparverdus)  seems  to  be  seldom  chased  by  Crows,  but 
Dr.  Harold  Axtell  and  I  saw  one  being  chased.  The  Hawk  had  some  food  in  its  talons; 
six  Crows  chased  until  the  Hawk  dropped  the  food.  Then  down  they  went  after  the  food 
and  Falco  Sparverius  was  off,  free  from  torment. 

Bernard  Nathan 


RECORDS 

Mrs.  H.H.  Axtell,  301  W.  Utica  St.,  Buffalo  22,  New  York,  has  been  appointed 
Junior  Statistician.  Please  mail  your  records  to  Mrs.  Axtell  not  later  than 
November  3. 

Editor  -  Ray  McCann,  429  Norwood  Ave.,  Buffalo  22,  New  York  (EL.  6169) 

Treasurer  -  Elizabeth  Faul  -  154  Woodward  Ave.,  Buffalo  14,  New  York  (PA.  9365) 
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Published  Monthly  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society 

Buffalo.  New  York 


THE  MONTH 


October  was  fine  and  dry  with  many  warm  days  and  only  one  prolonged  cold  spell 
from  the  8th  to  the  14th.  The  14th  produced  the  largest  land  bird  wave  of  the 
season.  A  very  good  flight  of  Geese  began  during  the  last  part  of  the  month.  Four 
species  were  observed  -  Canada,  Blue,  Snow  and  Brant,  mostly  near  the  Lake  Ontario 
section  of  the  western  New  York  study  area. 

Brant  records  are  unusual  in  this  area  and  this  has  been  the  first  time  that 
large  flocks  have  passed  through.  Perhaps  weather  conditions  caused  this  good 
flight. 


Bernard  Nathan 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


*  indicates  first  report  of  the  year 

F  «  "  »  n  n  season 

L  «  last  "  "  »  " 


Red-necked  Grebe 

Oct. 

29 

1 

Pt.  Stockholm 

Lenna 

Horned  Grebe 

tt 

14F 

9 

Ft.  Erie  to  Crystal 

Beach,  Ont. 

Axtell 

it 

31 

90 (max) 

Canadian  Shore  of 

Lake  Erie 

Andrle 

D.-cr,  Cormorant 

it 

1 

2 

Pt .  Stockholm 

Lenna 

ii 

8 

1 

Braddock*s  Bay 

Gamble  B.O.S.  Trip 

ti 

23 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

Mitchell,  Almendinger 

ti 

29L 

1 

L.  Ontario  Shore 

Ulrich,  Kelly,  Lovelace 

Amer.  Egret 

Sept 

•  1 

1 

near  Rossburg,  N.Y, 

McMurtry 

Green  Heron 

Oct. 

14 

1 

Oak  Orchard 

Audubon  Trip 

it 

29L 

1 

Pt.  Stockholm 

Lenna 

Whistling  Swan 

it 

29 

3 

Prendergast  Pt. 

ii 

Canada  Goose 

it 

14 

275 (max 

)  Oak  Orchard 

Audubon  Trip 

Snow  Goose 

it 

8 

3  imm. 

Shore  Acres 

Gamble  B.O.S.  Trip 

B.nao  Goose 

ii 

8 

1  imm. 

Shore  Acres 

it  it 

Airier.  Brant 

ii 

22 

600 (max)  L.  Ontario,  Rochester  Wright,  Andrle 

n 

29 

1 

L.  Ontario  Shore 

Ulrich, Kelly,  Lovelace 
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Pintail 

Oct. 

13F 

4 

Riverside 

Lenna 

American  Widgeon 

it 

14F 

7 

Ft. Erie  to  Crystal 
Beach,  Ont. 

Axtell 

it 

21 

500 (max)  Burtes  Bay 

Lenna 

Shoveller 

tt 

18F 

1 

Prendergast  Pt. 

Lenna,  Sundell  et  al 

«  1 

•,8,13 

9  2, 

22,26, 

15, 

21,27 

21,4,15  Burtes  Bay 

Lenna 

tt 

13 

3 

Riverside 

tt 

Ring*  necked  Duck 

it 

15F 

12 

Chautauqua  Lake 

it 

Amer.  Golden-eye 

n 

29F 

50 

tt  11 

tt 

Baffle  head 

tt 

29F 

200 (max)  Mayville 

ti 

Old*  Squaw 

tt 

25F 

65 (max)  Niagara  River 

Mitchell  et  al 

White -w.  Scoter 

it 

8F 

6 

Braddock*s  Bay 

Gamble  -  B.O.S.  Trip 

tt 

16 

2 

Niagara  River 

Mitchell,  Nathan  et  al 

tt 

30 

2 

n  Gorge 

Mitchell  et  al 

Surf  Scoter 

»  16,21,; 

25-3 

,2,3  Niagara  River 

Mitchell,  Nathan  et  al 

tt 

30 

2 

Fort  Erie 

Mitchell  et  al 

Amer.  Scoter 

tt 

18 

2 

Niagara  River 

it  n 

Ruddy  Duck 

tt 

29 

2600  Chautauqua  Lake 

Lenna 

(One  group  of 

2000,  another  of  500,  & 

100  scattered  birds) 

Hooded  Merganser 

it 

21 

25 (max)  Chautauqua  Lake 

Lenna 

Red-br .  Merganser 

it 

3  OF 

120 (max) Niagara  Loop 

Mitchell  et  al 

Rough-leg.  Hawk 

it 

12F 

1 

Grand  Island 

Andrle,  Rew 

Bald  Eagle 

Sept 

.  2 

1 

Frewsburg 

Sundells  et  al 

Oct. 

17 

1 

Rockhouse  Pt.,0nt. 

Axtell 

Coot 

tt 

21-29 

3500 (max)  Lower  Chautauqua 

Lake  Lenna 

(1000  or 

more 

throughout  most  of  month) 

Golden  Plover 

n 

21L 

2 

Grand  Island 

Mit che 1 1 , Nathan , 

Almendinger 

it 

21L 

12 

Shore  Acres 

Wright,  Andrle 

Black- be 11,  Plover 

it 

18L 

7 

Canadian  Shore  of 

Lake  Erie 

Axtell 

Ruddy  Turnstone 

it 

30L 

1 

Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

Mitchell  et  al 

Lesser  Yellow-legs 

tt 

21L 

1 

Niagara  River 

Mitchell,  Nathan, 

W/-rump.  Sandpiper 

Almendinger 

Sept 

.  10,18  2 

,1  Prendergast  Pt. 

Lenna,  Sundell  et  al 

Oct. 

18 

1 

Canadian  Shore  of 

Lake  Erie 

Axtell 

tt 

21L 

2 

Shore  Acres 

Wright,  Andrle 

Baird* s  Sandpiper 

Sept 

.  9 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

Schaffner,  Woldman 

"  10,16,18  2 

,2,2,  Prendergast  Pt. 

Lenna,  Sundell  et  al 

23 

1 

tt 

13 

2 

Crystal  Beach,  Ont. 

Andrle,  Gamble 

It 

16 

1 

it  11  it 

Nathan  et  al 

tl 

24 

3 

Yacht  Harbor,  Ont. 

Andrle,  Thill 

Least  Sandpiper 

Oct. 

8L 

1 

Crystal  Beach,  Ont. 

Andrle,  Rew 

Red-bkd.  Sandpiper 

it 

31 

150(mnx)  Rockhouse  Pt.,0nt. 

Andrle 

Stilt  Sandpiper 

Sept 

.  4 

1 

Prendergast  Pt. 

Sundells 

it 

10 

2 

11 

Lenna,  Sundell  et  al 

Buff-br. Sandpiper 

tt 

9,10 

1 

it 

Lenna  et  al 

Sanderling 

Oct. 

30L 

15 

Niagara  Loop 

Mitchell  et  al 

Jaeger  (Species  ?) 

it 

22 

1 

imm.  Rochester  (L.  Ontario)  Wright,  Andrle 

Little  Gull 

tt 

5 

1 

ad.  Bird  Island  Pier 

Andrle 

tt 

8 

1 

ad.  Niagara  Falls  Gorge  Andrle,  Row 

Black  Tern 

tt 

21L 

1 

Grand  Island 

Mitchell,  Nathan, 

Almendinger 

Black-b.  Cuckoo 

Sept 

.  30L 

1 

Frewsburg 

Sundell 

L.v.g-eared  Owl 

Oct. 

31 

1 

Lockport 

Vormwald 

Rod-headed  Woodpecker  ** 

16 

3 

East  Eden 

Melberg,  Griffins 
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habits  of  birds;  and  (3)  active  interest  in  the  general  field  study  or  pursuit  of 
birds  in  the  Niagara  Frontier. 

Here  are  those  who  turned  in  lists  of  200  or  more  kinds  of  birds  that  they 
identified  in  the  Area  in  1949:  Bernard  Nathan  252,  Harold  D.  Mitchell  246,  Edward 
L.  Seeber  246,  William  Almendinger  239,  A. J.  Wright  236,  Winston  Brockner  233, 

Robert  F.  Andrle  232,  Richard  Byron  232,  Harold  H.  Axtell  228,  Irwin  Woldman  225, 
Rachel  C.  Axtell  222,  Donald  J.  Gamble  217,  Richard  C.  Resche  214,  Heather  Thorpe 
207,  Richard  Dr obits  201, 

t 

Mr.  Nathan* s  list  of  252  is,  so  far  as  I  know,  the  highest  ever  achieved 
within  our  limits  by  one  observer  in  a  single  year,  and  especially  in  view  of  his 
well-known  caution  and  scrupulous  accuracy  in  recording  field  observations,  is 
indeed  a  record  to  be  envied.  However,  to  my  knowledge,  no  one  has  yet  made  a 
truly  concerted  effort  to  run  up  the  largest  possible  year*s  personal  list  in  our 
Area.  It  would  be  interesting  to  know  what  are  the  possibilities  in  this  direction; 
for  field  students  as  able  and  conscientious  as  Nathan  and  a  number  of  our  other 
observers. 

It  is  of  further  interest  merely  to  know  that  there  are  as  many  as  fifteen  of 
our  members  with  the  zeal  and  knowledge  to  enable  them  to  identify  more  than  200 
kinds  of  birds  a  year  in  our  Area.  Those  near  the  bottom  of  this  list  gave  at 
least  60  to  150  hours  to  field  observations  during  the  year,  and  those  near  the  top 
probably  devoted  between  400  and  1000  hours.  One  cannot  spend  this  much  time 
birding  without  learning  far  more  about  birds  and  other  aspects  of  natural  history 
than  is  apparent  in  the  mere  number  on  the  list.  The  list  may  be  the  incentive,  but 
wide  learning  may  be  the  result  —  not  to  mention  the  important  benefits  in  recrea¬ 
tion  and  health. 

The  number  in  each  list  refers  to  the  number  of  kinds  of  birds  identified 
either  to  genus,  species,  subspecies,  or  named  hybrid.  Inclusion  of  genus  makes  it 
acceptable  to  list  "Eider”  or  "Jaeger”  for  instance,  even  though  not  identified  to 
the  particular  species. 

Each  observer  is  expected  to  censor  his  own  list.  If,  however,  he  is  still 
convinced  that  he  correctly  identified  a  bird  that  earlier  was  not  accepted  by  the 
Statisticians  for  the  "Noteworthy  Records"  list  in  the  Prothonotary,  he  may  include 
the  record  in  his  personal  list  for  the  year. 

The  1950  lists  should  be  in  my  hands  by  not  later  than  January  31,  1951# 
Incidentally,  get  your  1951  list  started  early;  The  Niagara  Frontier  Area  furnishes 
interesting  birding  every  week  in  the  year  .* 

Harold  H.  Axtell 


FALL  DUCK  CENSUS  -  OCT.  15.  1950 

In  all  probability  the  Sixteenth  Annual  B.O.S.  Fall  Duck  Census  ranks  as  out¬ 
standing  -  at  least  among  Censuses  with  dates  between  Oct,  10  and  Oct,  25#  Even  in 
comparison  with  the  Oct.  3,  1937  Census  it  should  rank  high.  Our  individual  count 
7/as  an  all  time  high  of  117,176.  In  fact  one  party  alone  (led  by  Lenna)  broke  the 
previous  record  by  having  a  territorial  count  of  80,286,  which  included  75,000 
Starlings  at  a  roost  in  Jamestown,  3,000  Coots,  and  400  Ruddy  Ducks  at  Chautauqua 
Lake, 


For  the  number  of  species  of  Ducks,  Geese,  and  Swans  we  have  equalled  the  record 
of  1936  in  that  we  reported  26  species  of  these  families.  The  individual  count  for 
these  families  was  4,738  -  the  third  highest  for  any  B.O.S,  Fall  Duck  Census.  The 
1,033  Canada  Geese  represent  the  greatest  flight  recorded  for  a  B.O.S.  Fall  Duck 
Census.  .7 c  _ 
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Several  species  were  reported  for  the  ’’first  time”  on  a  B.O.S.  Fall  Duck 
Census  -  Blue  Goose,  Whip-poor-will,  Nighthawk,  and  Yellow-billed  Cuckoo.  ’’Second 
tine”  reports  included  Snow  Goose,  Stilt  Sandpiper,  Bairdfs  Sandpiper,  and  Purple 
Martin.  ’’Third  time”  reports  were  Carolina  Wren,  Brown  Thrasher,  and  Bay-breasted 
Warbler.  ”Fourth  time”  reports  were  Peregrine  Falcon,  Osprey,  and  Yellowthroat. 

There  were  several  high  individual  counts  of  particular  species  -  47  Rough¬ 
winged  Swallows  155  Meadowlarks,  1199  Cowbirds,  and  12  Great  Black-backed  Gulls. 

In  the  morning  of  Oct,  15  there  was  a  heavy  frost,  especially  in  the  elevated 
territories  or  those  away  from  the  lake  areas.  The  temperature  ranged  from  33°  to 
68°.  The  day  was  clear,  bright,  and  excellent  for  birding.  A  northeast  wind  of 
about  5  m.p.h.  along  the  Lake  Ontario  shore  had  its  counterpart  in  a  southeast  wind 
of  about  5  m.p.h.  along  the  Pennsylvania  state  line.  82  observers  covered  29 
territories.  The  membership  turnout  was  the  second  highest  for  all  B.O.S.  Fall  Duck 
Censuses, 

Territories 

A  -  Canadian  Shore  of  Lake  Eric,  Fort  Erie  to  Port  Colborne  -  McCanns.  Brockner. 

B  -  ”  ”  ”  ”  ”,  Port  Colborne  to  Rockhouse  Point,  Dunnville 

Marsh  -  Nathan  -  Osgood  -  Byron 

C  -  Canadian  Side  of  Niagara  River,  Fort  Erie  to  Niagara  Falls,  Willoughby  Marsh 

-  Vaughan. 

D  -  Canadian  Side  of  Niagara  River,  Niagara  Falls  to  Lake  Ontario,  west  to 

Port  Weller,  south  inland  -  Klabundes. 

E  -  Grand  Island,  north  section  -  Thorpe .  Kivett,  Moore. 

F  -  ”  ”,  south  ”  -  Windsor.  Emerson. 

G  -  American  Side  of  Niagara  River,  Bird  Island  to  Niagara  Falls,  Hyde  Park  - 

Ulrich,  Kelly,  Eckert,  Lovelace. 

H  -  American  Side  of  Niagara  River,  Niagara  Falls  to  Lake  Ontario,  east  to 

Wilson  -  Klabundes^ 

I  -  Lake  Ontario  Shore,  Wilson  to  Olcott  and  beyond  -  Axtells. 

J  -  ”  ”  ”,  Shore  Acres  to  3raddockJs  Bay,  Oak  Orchard,  surrounding 

area  -  Gamble .  Gampp,  Cormier,  Schaffner. 

K  -  Letchworth  Park,  Silver  Lake,  Crystal  Lake  area,  Java  Center  area  - 

Creightons.  McShanes. 

L  -  Castile,  Silver  Lake,  adjacent  areas  -  Thompson.  Van  Arsdales. 

M  -  Batavia;  Horshoe,  LaGrange,  and  Nu  Lakes,  Akron  -  Pixie v. 

N  -  Forest  Lawn,  Delaware  Park  -  Facklam. 

0  -  Lincoln  and  Ellicott  Creek  Park,  Harris  Hill  -  Wendlings. 

P  -  South  Shore  of  Lake  Erie,  Buffalo  Harbor  to  Dunkirk  -  Griffins.  Braunberns. 

Q  -  Hamburg  and  area  south,  North  Boston,  East  Eden  -  A.M.  Bacon.  J.E.  Bacon, 

Melberg. 

R->  -  Dunkirk,  Fredonia,  Bear  and  Cassadaga  Lake  area  -  J,  Siegel.  H.  Siegel, 

Woldman. 

Rg  -  Dunkirk,  Van  Buren,  and  Barcelona  areas  -  Schobers. 

S^  -  South  Dayton,  Kent  Switch  areas  -  Webster, 

T  -  Chautauqua  Lake,  R5.verside  marsh,  Stillwater  areas  -  Lenna.  Powers,  R. 

Sundeil,  Nelson,  Parker,  Barkie,  Ayrans. 

U  -  Wellsville,  Independence,  Rushford  and  Cuba  Lake  Areas  -  McMurtrys, 

V  -  Allegany  State  Park,  East  Randolph  areas  -  Eschelmans. 

W  -  Lake  Ontario  Shore,  Rochester,  west  to  Shore  Acres  -  G.O.S.  -  10  members, 

X  -  Olean  and  surrounding  areas  -  Eatons.  Meyer. 

Y  -  Lyndonville  and  vicinity  -  W.A.  Smith.  G.M.  Smith. 

Z  -  East  Aurora,  Sinking  Ponds,  Orchard  Park  Reservoir  -  Knox. 

ZZ  -  Bird  Island  Pier,  Forest  Lawn  -  Almendinger. 

YY  -  Wood  Lawn,  Buffalo  Harbor,  Fort  Erie  -  Wright. 
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(Letters  refer  to  territories) 


Bird  List 


Common  Loon 

7 

Wilson *s  Snipe 

7 

E  T 

Red-necked  Grebe 

2 

1 

Spotted  Sandpiper 

1 

N 

Horned  Grebe 

164 

Greater  Yellow- legs 

15 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

107 

Lesser  Yellow-le&s 

9 

M  Q  W 

D,-cr,  Cormorant 

2 

C  I 

W/-rump.  Sandpiper 

7 

B  W 

Gr.-Blue  Heron 

49 

Baird rs  Sandpiper 

1 

J 

Green  Heron 

2 

D  T 

Red-bkd,  Sandpiper 

110 

B/cr,  Night  Heron 

2 

Stilt  Sandpiper 

1 

Amer,  Bittern 

8 

Semipalm,  Sandpiper 

9 

Mute  Swan 

•  *  o  •  . 

1 

Sanderling 

67 

Canada  Goose 

1033 

Jaeger  (Species?) 

1 

ZZ 

Snow  Goose 

8 

J  R 

Gt.  Black-b.  Gull 

12 

Blue  Goose 

9 

IJMR 

Herring  Gull 

1550 

Mallard 

450 

Ring-b.  Gull 

2567 

Black  Duck 

713 

Franklin* s  Gull 

1 

W 

Pintail 

83 

Bo na parte* s  Gull 

205 

Green-w.  Teal 

27 

Common  Tern 

115 

Blue-w.  Teal 

22 

Black  Tern 

1 

E 

American  Widgeon 

656 

Rock  Dove 

13 

Shoveller 

21 

T 

Mourning  Dove 

131 

Wood  Duck 

176 

Yellow-B.  Cuckoo 

1 

ZZ 

Redhead 

9 

R 

Screech  Owl 

7 

H  J  P 

Ring-necked  Duck 

15 

L  T 

Great  Horned  Owl 

3 

J 

Canvas-back 

9 

D  G 

Whip-poor-will 

1 

I 

Lessee  Scaup 

559 

Nighthawk 

1 

V 

Amer, Golden- eye 

4 

Belted  Kingfisher 

14 

Buf fie -head 

2 

R 

Flicker 

98 

Old- squaw 

35 

Pileated  Wdpkr. 

2 

R 

White-w.  Scoter 

13 

H  I 

Red-headed  Wdpkr, 

2 

J  R 

Surf  Scoter 

3 

P-YY 

Yellow-b.  Sapsucker 

7 

Amer,  Scoter 

13 

ZZ 

Hairy  Woodpecker 

9 

Ruddy  Duck 

428 

Downy  Woodpecker 

62 

Hooded  Merganser 

9 

I  K  L 

Phoebe 

34 

Amer,  Merganser 

11 

Prairie  Korn.  Lark 

316 

Redrbr.  Merganser 

8 

Tree  Swallow 

1 

B 

Turkey  Vulture 

9 

M  T 

Rough -w.  Swallow 

47 

A  B 

Sharp- sh.  Hawk 

4 

DIM 

Purple  Martin 

7 

G 

Cooper *s  Ha;?k 

3 

I  K  T 

Blue  Jay 

91 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

12 

Crow 

1051 

Red- should.  Hawk 

7 

Black-c,  Chickadee 

141 

Rough-leg,  Hawk 

3 

E  F 

White-br.  Nuthatch 

33 

Bald  Eagie 

1 

G 

Red-br.  Nuthatch 

1 

3 

Marsh  Hawk 

22 

Brown  Creeper 

90 

Osprey 

1 

I 

House  Wren 

1 

F 

Peregrine  Falcon 

1 

W 

Winter  Wren 

34 

Sparrow  Havrk 

22 

Carolina  Wren 

1 

B 

Ruffed  Grouse 

9 

S’ 

Catbird 

14 

Pheasant 

105 

Brown  Thrasher 

1 

R 

Sora 

1 

E 

Robin 

752 

Florida  Gallinule 

1 

W 

Hermit  Thrush 

48 

Coot 

3009 

Bluebird 

263 

Ringed  Plover 

9 

Golden-cr.  Kinglet 

634 

Killdeer 

613 

Ruby-cr.  Kinglet 

338 

Golden  Plover 

2 

I-YY 

Pipit 

286 

Black-bell.  Plover 

79 

« 

Cedar  Waxwing 

231 

Ruddy  Turnstone 

2 

AB 

Starling 

85,139 

Woodcock 

3 

Bl.  &  Wh.  Warbler 

2 

U 

« 
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Tennessee-  Warbler 

2 

B  R 

Orange- ctu  Warder 

4 

3  T 

No  shvill^  Warbler 

12 

Ma-gnoIia^nVarbler 

1 

U 

B1 rthr i '  B1 ,  W ar  ble  r 

1 

R 

Myrtle  fra*  bier 

285 

Bby-bu, 

fl[A  fttflm  Warblerrl 

1 

2 

P 

B  T 

ifcbl  Yollowthroat 

2 

K  R 

house  Sparrow 
Meadowlark 

Sf 

Red-w.  Blackbird 

5,864 

Rusty  Blackbird 

402 

Bronzed  Grackle 

998 

Cowbird 

1,199 

Cardinal 

15 

Purple  Finch 

3 

Pine  Siskin 

3 

I 

Goldfinch 

529 

Eastern  Towho© 

14 

Savannah  Sparrow 

34 

Vesper  Sparrow 

49 

Slate -col.  Junco 

1,480 

Tree  Sparrow 

3 

A 

w 

Chipping  Sparrow 

52 

Field  Sparrow 

55 

Wh.-cr,  Sparrow 

137 

Wh.'-'-th.?  Sparrow 

859 

Fox  Sparrow* 

Lincoln" s  SpafroW 

3 

2 

F 

-YY 

Swamp  Sparrow 

51 

Song  Sparrow 

660 

Lapland  Longspur 

7 

I 

W 

Snow  Bunting 

1 

W 

Unidentified  Ducks  421 

"  Gulls  50 

”  Hawks  2 

Total  Number  of  Individuals  117,176 

Number  of  Species  147 


MEETINGS 

mm  nr 

Meetings  are  on  the  second  and  fourth  Wednesdays  of  the  month  at  8:00  P.M. 
sharp  in  the  Humboldt  Room  of  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science, 


Dec*  13  -  Plans  for  the  Annual  Christmas  Census,  Leaders:  Mr.&  Mrs.  Walter 

Klabande,  Conservation  Committee  report  and  discussion,  Chairman: 

Robert  Andrle. 

Dec*  27  *•  No  Meeting. 

Jan*  11  -  Pictures  taken  on  a  Trip  to  Mexico  -  Robert  Andrle,  Donald  Gamble  * 

Albert  J.  Wright. 

FIELD  TRIPS 

•  *  m  i  Jim  J*  •  . 

Sunday,  Dec.  10  -  Niagara  River,  Falls-,  and  Grand  Island 5  Leader:  Wm.  C»  Vaughan 

( PA, 03 84) ,  Meet  at  Delaware  and  Hertel  at.  8:00  A.M. 

I 

Sunday,  Dec.  17  -  Buffalo  water  front,  Tiff!  St,,  Lake  Erie  Shore  to  Larkin  estate; 

Loader;  Roocivt  Andrle  \ PA* 1411).  Meet  on  Genesee  St.  side  of 
City  Hall  at  3.20  A.M, 

Sunday,  Doc*  24  -  Twenty -sea end  Annual  Christmas  Census;  Leaders:  Mr.  &  Mrs* 

Walter  Klabunde ,  717  Main  Street,  Niagara  Falls,  New  York. 


Please  mail  your  records  not  later  than  December  3,  to  Mrs.  H.H.  Axtell,  301 
W,  Utica  Street  Edifalo  22 $  New  York. 


Editor  - 

«  .  4  r 

free surer 


Ray  M.oCar.n 
-  Eiizabe 


429  Norwood  Ave.,  Buffalo  22,  N.Y.  (EL.  6169) 
th  Faui,  154  Woodward  Ave.,  Buffalo  14  >  N.Y.  (PA.  9365) 
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Published  Monthly  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society 

Buffalo.  New  York 


THE  MONTH 


November  will  long  be  remembered  because  of  the  severe  storm  from  the  north-east 
on  the  25th,  which  caused  heavy  wind  damage  throughout  most  of  the  state  and  at  the 
head  of  Lake  Ontario,  but  which  caused  only  minor  damage  in  the  immediate  vicinity 
of  Buffalo.  The  highest  continuous  wind  velocity  at  the  airport  on  that  day  was 
49  m.p.h.,  while  gusts  up  to  60  m.p.h.  were  recorded  at  the  weather  station  main¬ 
tained  by  Harry  H.  Larkin,  Jr.  In  the  last  stages  the  storm  brought  a  heavy  fall 
of  snow  to  Western  New  York,  with  a  depth  of  2  feet  accumulating  south  of  the  city. 
The  week  following  the  25th  was  high-lighted  by  the  occurrence  over  150  Brunnich’s 
Murres  along  the  north  and  west  shores  of  Lake  Ontario,  and  also  2  near  Rochester 
and  11  in  the  Niagara  Gorge.  None  of  those  in  the  gorge  survived,  and  it  appeared 
that  they  were  so  weakened  by  the  storm fs  buffeting  that  they  made  no  effort  to 
obtain  food.  Whether  or  not  they  had  gone  over  the  falls  is  problematic.  There  was 
a  flock  of  120  Lapland  Longspurs  at  Olcott  on  the  26th,  but  it  is  a  question  whether 
this  occurrence  was  a  result  of  the  storm.  Another  4 7  m.p.h.  wind  from  the  south¬ 
west  on  the  16 th  brought  no  such  phenomenal  record  as  that  above  noted.  The  precip¬ 
itation  of  4.8"  was  1.8"  above  normal,  due  largely  to  the  15.2"  snowfall  recorded 
at  Buffalo  during  the  month.  An  all  time  high  of  79  degrees  was  experienced  on 
November  1st,  25  degrees  above  normal,  while  the  balance  of  the  month  fluctuated 
but  slightly  above  and  below  the  average,  resulting  in  only  .5  degrees  above  normal 
for  the  entire  month.  Late  records  of  Wilson’s  Snipe,  Yellow-legs,  Red-backed 
Sandpipers,  Sanderlings,  Wood  Thrush  and  N.  Yellowthroat  were  made  during  the  month, 
and  a  few  Snowy  Owls  were  seen.  Hawks  were  much  scarcer  than  usual  at  this  season. 
Many  Goldfinches,  quite  a  few  Siskins  and  3  white-winged  Crossbills  were  reported, 
and  the  large  number  of  cones  on  hemlocks  and  spruces  may  attract  more  northern 
finches  during  the  coming  winter. 

Harold  D.  Mitchell 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 

*  Indicates  first  report  of  the  year 
F  "  "  "  "  "  season 

L  "  last  «  "  »  « 

Whistling  Swan  Nov.  2  27  Flying  over  Jamestown  Beal 

5  10  Bemus  Pt.  Lenna 

-  79  - 
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ft 
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ft 


Gadwall 

Nov 

,  7 

it 

11 

European  Widgeon 

it 

7 

n 

11 

Blue-w.  Teal 

ti 

26L 

Shoveller 

it 

5 

it 

23L 

Wood  Duck 

ti 

23L 

♦Harlequin  Duck 

March  27 

White-w.  Scoter 

Nov 

.  4 

tt 

7 

it 

26 

Red-should.  Hav/k 

ti 

28L 

Rough-leg.  Hawk 

if 

26 

Bald  Eagle 

n 

UA5 

Coot 

it 

15 

Killdeer 

it 

26 

it 

28 

Woodcock 

ti 

12L 

Wilson •' s  Snipe 

it 

7L 

Greater  Yellow-legs 

tt 

12 

tt 

14L 

Red-bkd .  Sandpiper 

it 

19L 

Sanderling 

it 

26L 

Gt.  Black-b.  Gull 

tt 

14 

Common  Tern 

it 

13L 

♦Brunnich^  Murre 

tt 

29 

Mourning  Dove 

it 

22 

n 

26 

Snowy  Owl 

it 

21 

ti 

23 

n 

26 

it 

26 

Flicker 

it 

30 

N.  Horn.  Lark 

it 

12 

Prairie  Horn.  Lark 

it 

13 

ti 

26 

Red-br.  Nuthatch 

it 

12 

it 

19 

Winter  Wren 

t! 

19 

Brown  Thrasher 

ft 

12L 

Wood  Thrush 

tt 

12L 

Bluebird 

It 

29-30 

Ruby-cr.  Kinglet 

It 

24L 

Pipit 

tt 

11L 

Great  Shrike 

Tt 

26F 

Myrtle  Warbler 

It 

11 

No.  Yellov/throat 

tt 

14L 

Rusty  Blackbird 

tt 

19L 

Red-w.  Blackbird 

It 

12 

tt 

18L 

Bronzed  Grackle 

It 

23,24 

Pine  Siskin 

It 

12 

n 

18 

tt 

19 

n 

19 

it 

24 

Goldfinch 

ti 

19 

2 

Burntship  Creek 

1 

it  ti 

1- 

n  11 

1  • 

it  tt 

1 

Beaver  Island 

23 (max)  Buries  Bay 

2 

Burntship  Creek 

3 

it  tt 

1 

Salamanca 

2 

Niagara  Loop 

1 

Gorge 

1 

"  Falls 

1 

Clean 

1 

Tifft  St. 

1,1 

Pt.  Maitland,  Ont. 

4000 (max)  Chautauqua  lake 

1 

Frews burg 

1 

Ole  an 

1 

Wilson 

12 

Lancaster 

1 

Wilson 

1 

Pt.  Abino 

12 

Crystal  Beach,  Ont 

1 

Braddock’s  Bay 

30(max)Pt.  Maitland,  Ont. 

1 

Ft.  Erie,  Ont. 

1 

Niagara  Gorge,  Ont 

12 

East  Aurora 

2 

Grand  Island 

2  ' 

Buffalo  Harbor 

3 

,f  Waterfront 

1 

”  Harbor 

1 

Tifft  Street 

1 

Olean 

13 

Jamestown 

48 

Jamestown 

2 

Bird  Island 

1 

Jamestown 

1  • 

Olean 

2 

Willow  Bay,  Ont. 

1 

Jamestown 

1 

Concord  Bog 

1 

Pt.  Colborne,  Ont. 

1 

Frewsburg 

140 (max)  Jamestown 

1 

E.  Barre 

4 

Amherst 

1 

Burntship  Creek 

2 

Belvedere 

300(max)Concord  Bog 

12 

Horseshoe  Lake 

26  2,: 

1,1  Frewsburg 

50 

Hamburg 

25 

Olean 

12 

Willow  Bay,  Ont. 

10 

Wellsville 

15 

Jamestown 

80 (max) Wilier, v  Bay,  Ont, 


Seebers 

Mitchell,  Almendinger 
Seebers 

Nathan,  Byron,  Vaughan, 
Emerson,  et  al 
Gamble 
Lenna 
Thorpe 

it 

Congdon 

Mitchell,  Almendinger 

Seebers 

Gamble 

Eaton 

Griffins 

Gampp,  Andrle,  Gamble 

Beal 

Sundell 

Eaton 

Andrle,  Thill 
Hochmuth 
Andrle,  Thill 
Andrle,  Gamble,  Gampp 
»»  "  Thill 

Gamble 

Gampp,  Andrle,  Gamble 

Thorpe 

Muma 

Wild 

Gamble 

Andrle 

Gamble 

Schaffner 

Griffins 
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Lenna 

Sundell,  Lenna 

Brockner 

Lenna 

Eaton 

Andrle,  Gamble,  Thill 

Lenna 

Brockner 

Neff 

Sundell 

Lenna 

Gamble 

Mitchell  et  al 
Andrle,  Gamble,  Gampp 
Almendinger 
Brockner 

t» 
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-  In  September  issue,  Great  Gray  Owl  listed  May  15th  should 
In  October  issue,  previous  Total  reads  275:  should  be  265 


read  March  15th. 
-  New  Total  2&7 


Previous  Total 
Newly  Reported 
New  Total 


267 

2  (Brunnich^  Murre,  Harlequin  Duck) 

1W 


BRACT  FLIGHT 


On  the  afternoon  of  October  22,  1950,  we  were  driving  north  to  Lake  Ontario 
from  the  Montezuma  Wildlife  Refuge  when,  about  fifteen  miles  south  of  Sodus  Bay, 
we  noticed  a  flock  of  about  100  geese  flying  south-east  in  a  ragged  and  milling 
formation.  The  flock  was  buffeted  by  the  northeast  wind,  which  had  increased 
considerably  since  noon.  The  light  conditions  were  poor,  and  the  birds  were  at 
quite  a  distance,  so  we  could  ascertain  only  that  they  were  small  geese  of  some 
species. 

We  continued  on  to  Rochester  and  arrived  at  Durand -Eastman  Park  about  mid- 
afternoon.  Just  as  we  reached  the  lake  edge,  45  Brant  (Branta  bernicla  hrota)  flew 
past  in  line  formation  going  east  low  over  the  waves  about  two  hundred  yards  off¬ 
shore.  During  the  next  two  hours  at  this  point  we  witnessed,  to  our  knowledge,  the 
largest  flight  of  Brant  ever  recorded  in  Western  New  York.  They  came  out  of  the 
northwest  in  irregular  string  formations  numbering  from  50  to  200  birds  each.  Many 
flew  quite  low,  while  others  passed  at  a  good  height  considerably  offshore.  Using 
9X  and  18X  binoculars  and  a  30X  telescope  we  scrutinized  each  flock.  We  noted  the 
short  black  necks  and  the  rather  pointed  quick-beating  wings.  On  some  closer  geese 
we  sow  the  white  patch  on  the  neck.  We  also  observed  the  characteristic  undulating 
flight  as  the  flocks  rose  and  fell  now  and  then.  When  we  left,  we  estimated  that 
fully  600  Brant  had  passed.  As  we  were  there  only  part  of  the  day,  very  likely 
many  more  came  through  during  the  course  of  the  day. 

The  Brant,  according  to  Kortright,  is  an  ocean  goose.  From  its  breeding  grounds 
in  Greenland  and  Ellesmere  Island  it  migrates  chiefly  along  the  coast  to  the  Gulf  of 
St.  Lawrence  and  thence  to  its  wintering  areas  from  New  Jersey  to  the  Carolines . 

Some  undoubtedly  touch  Hudson  Bay  and  cross  Labrador.  The  flight  we  observed  may 
have  been  driven  inland  by  adverse  weather.  However,  the  species  may  be  gradually 
changing  its  migration  route  as  it  has  been  recorded  in  this  area  more  frequently  in 
recent  years.  It  will  prove  very  interesting  to  watch  developments  on  this  migration 
in  the  future. 

Robert  F.  Andrle  -  Albert  J,  Wright, 2nd 
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BIRDS  OBSERVED  FROM  A  CAR  FERRY 


While  crossing  Lake  Michigan  from  Ludington,  Mich,  to  Manitowoc,  Wis.  during 
the  morning  of  Oct.  8,  1950,  Mrs.  Mitchell,  Edward  Seeber,  Edward  Ulrich,  and  I 
observed  a  number  of  birds,  many  of  which  alighted  on  the  boat.  There  was  a  heavy 
fog  during  the  early  morning  hours.  The  -wind  was  light  and  from  the  southwest. 

In  the  following  list  of  birds  which  we  saw  from  the  boat,  asterisks  indicate 
birds  which  alighted  on  the  boat:  Loon  1,  Horned  Grebe  2,  Great-blue  Heron  1, 

Canada  Goose  7,  Greater  Scaup  Duck  6,  Red-breasted  Merganser  7,  Killdeer  12,  Black- 
bellied  Plover  1,  Sanderling  3,  Herring  Gull  150  *,  Ring-billed  Gull  40,  Bonaparte fs 
Gull  32,  Belted  Kingfisher  3,  Prairie  Horned  Lark  1,  Brown  Creeper  1  *,  Winter 
Wren  2  *,  Hermit  Thrush  2  *,  Golden-crowned  Kinglet  2  *,  Pipit  2,  Myrtle  Warbler  3*, 
Rusty  Blackbird  2,  Slate -colored  Junco  8*,  V/hite -throated  Sparrow  1*, 

While  most  of  the  birds  on  the  boat  came  aboard  during  the  fog  off  the  Michigan 
shore,  some  came  aboard  near  mid  lake.  Some  of  the  birds  remained  on  the  boat  during 
the  entire  three  and  three-quarter  hour  trip.  Others  left  the  boat  from  time  to 
time  during  tno  trip;  some  of  these  returned  to  the  boat;  some  continued  on  in  a 
southeast  or  southwest  direction  until  they  disappeared.  Most  of  the  birds  aboard 
the  ferry  became  quite  tame  and  allowed  fairly  close  approach.  While  my  wife  was 
resting  in  a  location  protected  from  the  wind,  one  of  the  Kinglets  took  a  twenty 
minute  nap  in  a  fold  of  her  dress. 

Harold  D.  Mitchell 


ON  FINDING  BIRDS 


One  good  and  valid  reason  for  the  existence  of  a  local  bird  club  and  of  a  local 
publication  about  birds  is  to  assemble  and  disseminate  information  about  local  birds. 
One  important  phase  of  this  process  is  knowing  the  places  where  birds  are  sometimes 
found.  To  this  end,  the  special  Committee  on  Habitat  Registration  and  Preservation 
has  agreed  to  compile  a  list  of  all  such  places  within  our  region  and  to  attempt  to 
evaluate  the  relative  worth  of  each  as  a  place  to  find  and  study  wild  birds. 

Many,  probably  most,  of  you  have  favorite  places  to  look  for  birds.  Some  of 
these  locations  are  probably  known  only  to  you  and  a  few  of  your  friands.  If  our 
list  is  to  bo  at  all  complete,  this  Committee  will  have  to  know  of  these  spots.  We 
earnestly  urge  you  to  send  pertinent  information  regarding  any  birding  place  to  me, 
Ed.,  Seeber,  so  it  may  be  included. 

In  order  to  give  a  start  to  this  project,  a  scries  of  articles  is  planned  for 
publication  in  THE  PROTHONOTiRY  for  the  next  several  months.  These  articles  will 
tell  something  about  the  more  outstanding  spots  in  each  region  and  will  evaluate 
each  in  so  far  as  the  writer  of  each  article  is  capable  of  doing  so. 

Evaluation,  even  relative  evaluation,  is  a  highly  controversial  subject.  In 
contrast  with  the  policy  set  up  by  previous  statisticians  of  this  Society,  I  prefer 
a  simole  alphabetical  scale.  The  letters  have  no  absolute  values.  Relatively  the 
letters  mean  that  A  is  better  (as  a  place  to  find  birds)  than  B,  and  so  on  dawn  to 
Z,  Each  of  you  is  left  to  decide  for  yourself  just  what  a  given  symbol  means  to  you. 

This  sytem  needs  to  be  broken  down  a  little,  so  I  have  divided  our  birds  into 
the  groups  listed  below.  I  have  purposely  kept  the  number  of  groups  small,  perhaps 
too  small.  Group  #6  is  certainly  unwieldy,  but  every  division  attempted  so  far  seems 
to  create  more  problems  than  it  solves. 

Hero  is  the  list,  by  habitats: 

#1  -  Deep  Water  Birds.  This  group  includes  Loons,  Grebes  except  Pied- 
billed,  Cormorants,  Diving  Ducks,  and  such  birds  as  Jaegers,  Phalaropes,  etc. 
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On  Finding  Birds  (conrt.) 


#2  -  Shallow  Water  Birds.  These  are  the  Geese,  and  Dabbling  Ducks, 
Perhaps  these  should  bo  grouped  with  the  Marsh  Birds.  However,  since  they  occur  so 
often  in  wet  places  that  arc  certainly  not  marshy,  I  believe  a  separate  grouping  is 
advisable , 


#3  -  Marsh  Birds,,  This  group  includes  not  only  the  Rails,  Bitterns  and 
such  which  live  near  the  ground,  but  also  such  forms  as  Blackbirds,  tree-nesting 
Herons,  Marsh  Hawks,  etc. 

#4  -  Shore  Birds.  These  are  the  Sandpipers  and  Plovers,  except  those 
which  are  not  typical,  such  as  Woodcock  and  Upland  Sandpiper. 

#5  -  Field  Birds.  Besides  the  Lark-Pipit  type,  this  group  includes  the 
wire-sitters,  such  as  Sparrow  Hawk,  Kingbird,  and  most  Swallows. 

#6  -  Thicket  and  Woodland  3irds.  These  are  all  the  rest,  about  39$  of 
the  total.  Warblers,  many  Sparrows,  Woodpeckers,  and  Thrushes  are  typical  of  this 
group. 

As  an  example,  here  is  an  outline  covering  the  better  spots  on  Grand  Island. 
Ratings  below  F  arc  omitted. 

GRAND  ISLAND  as  a  whole  -  1A,  2B,  3D,  4F,  5B,  6B. 

East  River  Road . IB,  2D,  5F. 

West  «  «  . IB,  2E,  6F. 

Beaver  Island  Park, . 1A,  2C,  3F,  4F,  6E. 

Big  Owl  Woods . . . 6D. 

Thorn  Thicket, . . . ,1E,  2F,  6C, 

Ransom  Road . 5B,  6F.  (fine  for  Hawks) 

Little  Heronry  Woods... . 6C,  3F. 

Burntship  Creek . ,1F,  2B,  3D,  4F,  6E. 

Sunken  Islands. . .1C. 

Let  me  hasten  to  explain  that  these  are  all  "good”  ratings.  Many  places  well 
worth  visiting  rate  below  F  on  this  scale.  No  place  is  always  good.  Myriads  of 
locales  serve  sometimes  as  refuges  to  notable  birds.  These  ratings  attempt  to  take 
all  into  account. 


We  hope  this  series  of  articles  succeeds  in  helping  all  to  find,  study,  and 
enjoy  more  fully  our  native  avifauna. 


Ed.  Seeber 


THE  COMPLETE  KNOWN  STATUS  of  the  Common  Tern  (Sterna  hirundo  hirundo)  as  a  Breeding 
Bird_ln  the  B.  O.S._Study_Area. _ _ _ 

Location  of  Colony  Approximate  Number  of 

Breeding  Pairs.  


Gull  Island  -  between  Mohawk  Point  and  Rockhouse  Point, Ont.  1600* 

Port  Colborne,  Ont.,  harbor  50 

Donnelly's  Pier,  Buffalo  harbor  1000 

Island  built  by  the  government  south  of  Goat  Island,  Niagara  Falls  1400** 


*  This  number  fluctuates  inversely  with  the  number  of  Ring-billed  Gulls. 

**  Never  counted. 

Bernard  Nathan 
for  the  Research  Committee 
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APPOINTMENTS  FOR  1Q51 

•u  -  II  I  ■  P  — I  ■■■■■■■  ■  ■■  1—  II  — — — .■■iwmimi  ■■  t 


President  Kinston  Brockner  has  announced  the  following  appointments: 


Membership  Committee  Chairman 
Program  Committee  Chairman 
Conservation  Committee  Chairman  « 
Publicity  Committee  Chairman 
Finance  Committee  Chairman 
Research  Committee  Chairman 
Librarian 

Delegates  to  Conservation  Forum  - 


Donald  Gamble,  163  Audubon  Dr.,  Snyder  21,  N.Y. 

PA.  9206 

-ton.  C.  Vaughan,  115  Fairbanks  Ave.,  Kenmore  17, 

New  York  -PA.  0334 
Robert  Andrie,  59  B'arrbyre  Rd.,  Buffalo  16,  N.Y. 

PA.  1411 

Mary  Louise  Emerson,  587  Ashland  Ave,, 

Buffalo  13,  New  York  -  LI.  0067 
Kathryn  Praemassing,  87  Linden  Avenue, 

Buffalo  14,  New  York  -  VI.  3289 
Bernard  Nathan,  224  Elmwood  Avenue, 

Buffalo  22,  New  York  -  GR.  0675 
Marie  A.  Wendling,  87  Garrison  Road, 

Wlmsv.  21,  New  York  -  PL.  6625 
Wm.  H.  Almenainger,  15  Niagara  Street, 

Buffalo  2,  New  York  -  WA.  5136 
Arthur  C.  Brettle,  159  Pleasant  Avenue, 

Hamburg,  New  York  -  EM.  4006 


MEETINGS 


Meetings  are  on  the  second  and  fourth  Wednesdays  of  the  month  at  8:00  P.M. 
sharp  in  the  Humboldt  Room  of  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science. 

January  10  -  Pictures  taken  on  a  trip  to  Mexico  -  Robert  Andrie,  Albert  J.  Wright. 

January  24  -*  Program  to  be  announced. 

FIELD  TRIP 

•UM-CMAMMUVaaMI 

Sunday,  January  14th  -  Grand  Island;  Leader:  Wm.  C.  Vaughan  (PA.  0384).  Meet  at 

Delaware  and  Hei’tel  at  8:00  A.  Li. 

Please  mail  your  records  not  later  than  January  3rd,  1951,  to  Mrs.  H.H.  Axtell, 
bCi  West  Utica  Street,  Buffalo  22,  New  York. 

Editor  -  Ray  McCann,  429  Norwood  Avo.,  Buffalo  22,  New  York  (EL.  6169) 

Treasurer  -  Elizabeth  Faul,  154  Woodward  Avenue,  3uffalo  14,  New  York  (PA.  9365) 
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Published  Monthly  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society 

Buffalo.  New  York 


THE  MONTH 


The  temperature  was  above  normal  for  the  first  week,  reaching  a  high  of  51°  on 
December  7,  then  dropping  to  the  low  30*s  and  high  20*s  until  the  21st.  A  gradual 
rise  then  followed  with  a  high  of  38°  on  December  24th,  the  day  of  the  Annual 
Christmas  Census*  The  coldest  weather  of  the  month  followed  until  the  28th  with 
warmer  temperatures  rounding  out  the  month.  A  total  of  71  different  species,  a  new 
record,  were  reported  on  the  Christmas  Census  with  high  winds,  rain  and  blowing 
snow  prevalent  in  most  areas  covered.  The  generally  favorable  weather  during  the 
month  proceeding  the  census  probably  accounted  in  part  for  the  record-breaking  high 
individual  count  for  the  following  species:  Horned  Grebe,  Gadwall,  Canvas-back, 
Ruddy  Duck,  Red-Breasted  Merganser,  Sharp- shinned,  Red-Tailed  and  Sparrow  Hawks, 
Glaucous,  Ring-billed  and  Bona parte* s  Gulls,  Great  Horned  and  Screech  Owls. 
Noticeably  in  fewer  numbers,  compared  with  last  year  at  this  time,  have  been  Snow 
Buntings,  Short-eared  Owls,  Rough-legged  Hawks  and  Northern  Shrikes.  These  and 
other  expected  Northern  birds  have  very  likely  been  delayed  on  their  southward 
swing  because  of  the  relatively  open  winter  in  Ontario.  Notable  records  Include  a 
Baltimore  Oriole  frequenting  a  feeding  station  in  Jamestown;  also  the  second 
successive  yearly  occurrence  of  an  Oregon  Junco  in  the  same  area.  Fredonia  and 
Olean  each  boasted  reports  of  Virginia  Rails  that  elected  to  remain  north  to  observe 
the  fine  skiing  conditions  occasioned  by  a  total  monthly  snowfall  of  32.6  inches. 

Robert  L.  Mansfield 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


L  -  indicates  last  report  of  the  season 


Common  Loon 

Dec 

.  2-27 

2-8 

Niagara  River 

Many  observers 

n 

9 

2 

Canadian  Shore 

Mitchell  et  al 

Rc.d-necked  Grebe 

n 

2-10 

1-2 

Niagara  Gorge 

Many  observers 

Horned  Grebe 

n 

4 

65 (max) 

1  "  River 

Axtell,  Gamble 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

it 

10-27 

1 

n  Gorge 

Hill,  Klabunde 

131,  -cr.  Night  Heron 

it 

27 

2 

Goat  Island 

Klabunde 

Whistling  Swan 

tt 

6 

1 

ti  n 

Mitchell 

n 

10 

1 

Niagara  Loop 

Emerson  et  al 

(B.O.S.  Trip) 


1 


! 


H 


"  v 


Gadwall 

Dec. 

,  6 

6 

Goat  Island 

Mitchell 

n 

16,23,27 

8,9,7 

Chippawa 

Braunberns 

Pintail 

n 

10 

25 (max) Niagara  Falls 

Emerson  et  al 

(B.0.3.  Trip) 

C-reen-w,  Teal 

n 

6 

2 

it  it 

Mitchell 

Ring-necked  Duck 

it 

9,16 

7,5 

Chaut.Lake  Outlet 

Lenna 

tt 

10 

(30  Max)  Niagara  Loop 

Emerson  et  al 

(B.O.S.  Trip) 

it 

30 

1 

Bird  Island 

Schaffner 

Canvas-back 

it 

10  4000 (max) 

Grand  Island 

Seeber 

Buf fie -head 

ii 

9  285 (max) 

Canadian  Shore 

Mitchell  et  al 

Surf  Scoter 

it 

10 

2 

Grand  Island 

Seeber 

Ruddy  Duck 

it 

3-23 

1-4 

Niagara  River 

Many  observers 

Hooded  Merganser 

tt 

3  "21 

1-10 

Niagara  River 

n  tt 

tt 

3 

3 

Tifft  St, 

Griffins 

it 

9 

8 

Chaut.  Lake  Outlet 

Lenna 

tt 

9 

1 

Canadian  Shore 

Mitchell  et  al 

Bald  Eagle 

t! 

26 

1 

Jamestown 

Parker  rep.  Sundell 

Ruffed  Grouse 

It 

29 

1 

Dufferin  Island 

Woldman,  Schaffner 

Virginia  Rail 

It 

1 

l(Died  Dec,  2)  Fredcnia 

Stanley 

) 

tt 

28 

1 (frozen  in  ice,  still  alive' 

Clean 

Eaton 

Coot 

It 

16L 

1 

Bayview,Pt*  Colborne, 

Ont.  White 

Killdeer 

It 

1 

1 

Jamestown 

Sundell,  Lockwood 

II 

7 

2 

tt 

Beal 

It 

9 

3 

Canadian  Shore 

Mitchell  et  al 

W.-rump.  Sandpiper 

Oct 

.  14,15 

35 

Lorraine.  Ont. 

Epeses 

it 

21,22 

15 

tt  tt 

tt 

it 

2o 

1 

tt  it 

it 

Glaucous  Gull 

Dec 

.  9-29 

1-3 

Niagara  River 

Woldman,  Schaffner, 

Andrle  et  al 

tt 

23 

; 

Delaware  Park 

Thorpe 

n 

30 

5 (max)  Bird  Island 

Schaffner 

Iceland  Gull 

tt 

11-26 

1-2 

Squaw  Island 

A  ndrle 

tt 

16 

1 

Bird  Island 

Woldman,  Schaffner 

tt 

21-28 

1 

Tifft  St. 

Andrle,  Nathan 

it 

27 

1 

Niagara  Gorge, 

Ont. 

Klabunde 

it 

29 

1 

"  Falls, 

Ont. 

Woldman,  Schaffner 

Kumlien!s  Gull 

Nov 

,  19,  Dec 

.  21,22 

2 

1 

Squaw  Island 

Andrle 

Dec 

.  3 

1 

Niagara  River 

Savage,  Mitchell, 

Beards lee 

tt 

10 

1 

”  Loop 

Emerson  et  al 

(B.O.S.  Trip) 

Gt.  Black-b.  Gull 

tt 

31 

20 (max)  Grand  Island 

Seeber 

Little  Gull 

n 

10 

3 

Niagara  Falls 

Emerson  et  al 

tt 

16 

1 

tt  it 

Ont. 

(B.O.S.  Trip) 
Woldman,  Schaffner 

Brunnich!s  Murre 

1,2, 3,4 

6  dead.  1  alive;  2 

dead;  1 

dead,  1  alive;  2  dead 

Niagara  Gorge, 

Ont. 

Muma 

tt 

3 

1 

it  tt 

tt 

Ulrichs,  Baillie, 

Schaffner,  Savage, 
Mitchell, 

Beardslee 

it 

24 

1  dead 

Beaver  Island 

Axtolls 

Snowy  Owl 

tt 

3 

1 

River  Road 

Schaf  f ner 

it 

3 

1 

Tifft  St. 

Griffins 

it 

10 

1 

Ros^s  Point, 

Ont. 

Fisk 

tt 

17 

1 

Tifft  St. 

Andrle,  Nathan 

n 

31 

1 

it  tt 

Seebers 

2 


1 


Long-eared  Owl 

Dec. 

9 

1 

Delaware  Park 

Woldman,  Schaffner 

n 

25 

2 

Grand  Island 

Andrle,  Thill 

Short-eared  Owl 

it 

10-19 

2-3 

tt  n 

Seeber,  Schaffner, 

Mitchell  et  al 

Flicker 

Recorded  throughout  month  by  many  observers 

N.  Horned  Lark 

u 

31 

1 

Grand  Island 

Seeber 

Prairie  Horn.  Lark 

it 

9 

2 

Windmill  Point,  Ont. 

Mitchell  et  al 

it 

19 

5 (max)  Canadian  Shore 

Mitchell 

Crow 

it 

7 

2000  (Roost)  Coldwater  (just 

N.  Route  33) 

Mitchell 

Tufted  Titmouse 

it 

16 

1 (singing)  Delaware  Park 

Woldman,  Schaffner 

Red-br.  Nuthatch 

it 

10 

1 

Ole  an 

Eaton 

ti 

31 

1 

Jamestown 

Beal,  Sundell,  Lenna 

Carolina  Wren 

tt 

16 

1 

Sugarloaf  Road 

Pt.  Colborne,  Ont. 

'White 

Brown  Thrasher 

ti 

17,23 

,30  1 

Jamestown 

Lenna 

Robin 

tt 

27 

12 (max)  Sinking  Ponds 

Schaffner,  Woldman, 

Rosche 

Smaller  numbers  reported  throughout  month  by  many  observers. 


Thrush  (Sp. ) 

t: 

1 

1 

Olean 

Eaton 

Bl.-Thr.  31.  Warbler 

0£t. 

28 

1 (dead) Lorraine,  Ont. 

Epeses 

Iviyrtle  Warbler 

Dec. 

1 

2 

Olean 

Eaton 

n 

3 

X 

Niagara  River 

Savage,  Mitchell, 

Beardslee 

it 

3,9 

1,2 

Olean 

Eaton 

it 

9 

1 

Niagara  Loop  Emerson  et  al  (BOS  Trip) 

it 

10 

1 

Jamestown 

Lenna 

it 

23 

2 

Brock* s  Monument 

Woldman,  Schaffner 

it 

29 

1 

Dufferin  Islands 

n  n 

Baltimore  Oriole 

Nov. 

26,27-  Dec.  19-26 

1 

Jamestown 

Ogren,  rep,  Parker, 

Lenna 

Rusty  Blackbird 

Dec. 

27 

1 

Sinking  Ponds 

Schaffner,  Woldman, 

Rosche 

tt 

31 

1 

Jamestown 

Beal,  Sundell,  Lenna 

Bronzed  Grackle 

it 

5,9,16 

1,1,2 

Pt.  Colborne,  Ont. 

White 

Pine  Siskin 

tt 

2 

2 

Frewsburg 

Sundell 

tt 

3,9.10,16 

18,2,15,7  Jamestown 

Lenna 

tt 

27 

1 

Sinking  Ponds 

Schaffner,  Woldman, 

Rosche 

Goldfinch 

ii 

16,23 

80,90 

(max)  Jamestown 

Lenna 

Towhee 

tt 

6,18 

1,1 

Lakewood,  Jamestown 

Beal 

n 

9 

3 

Olean 

Eaton 

n 

11 

1 

Rose  Hill 

Morey,  Mathews  rep. 

Fisk 

tt 

23 

1 

Stillwater 

Olson  rep.  Lenna 

Vesper  Sparrow 

it 

29,30 

1,1 

Alden 

Wolfling 

Oregon  Junco 

n 

3j.9,23 

1 

Jamestown 

Lenna 

Field  Sparrow 

ii 

3,23 

1,1 

ii 

n 

White -th.  Sparrow 

it 

1,9,31 

20,3,1  Olean 

Eaton 

ti 

3 

1 

Jamestown 

Lenna 

tt 

9,16 

1,2 

Fluvanna 

tt 

tt 

27 

1 

Lakewood 

Beal 

Song  Sparrow 

ti 

9,16,23 

11, 

12,10  Jamestown  to  Fluvanna  Lenna 

"  1C, 23  1  Jamestown  Lenna 

("The  largest  no.  of  Song  Sparrows  that  has  ever  attempted  to  winter"  —Lenna) 


TOTAL  for  1950  -  269  Species,  subspecies  and  named  Hybrids, 

’ luTF ?  Please  mail  all  your  records  not  later  than  February  3,  to  Mrs.  H.H.  Axtell, 
301  W.  Utica  St.,  Buffalo  22,  N.Y. 
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:'ST  OF  THi  WELLAND  CANAL 


That  portion  of  our  Canadian  area  west  of  the  Welland  Canal  contains  many  of 
our  best  birding  spots.  Some  of  these  are  described  below.  The  numbers  denote 
groups  of  birds  which  are  typical  of  a  certain  habitat:  1  -  deep  water  birds; 

2  -  shallow  water  birds;  ?  -  marsh  birds;  4-  shore  birds;  5  -  field  birds;  6  - 
thicket  and  woodland  birds.  The  letters  denote  the  rating  of  the  location;  A  is 
better  as  a  place  to  find  birds  than  3,  and  so  on  down  to  Z,  This  system  was 
described  in  detail  in  the  December  Prothonotary. 

Grand  River  Marshes  -  2A.  3AA,  43.  6F,  -  While  these  marshes  extend  many  miles, 
they  are  accessible  at  only  one  place.  To  reach  this  place,  follow  either  of  the 
feeder  canals  to  their  junction  at  the  hamlet  of  Stromness.  Here  there  is  a  bridge 
across  the  canal  to  Port  Maitland.  Cross  the  bridge  and  turn  left  onto  the  dirt 
road  along  the  canal.  About  three-quarters  of  a  mile  from  the  bridge  the  marshes 
become  visible  on  the  right.  Walk  across  the  field  and  over  the  railraod  track. 

Here  one  can  walk  a  mile  or  more  along  the  marsh  edge  with  favorable  visibility. 

Rockhouse  Point  -  1C.  2E.  4&.  5C.  6B.  -  This  is  the  first  point  east  of  Port 
Maitland.  Follow  the  signs  to  '‘'Habonim  Camp”,  which  near  the  end  of  the  point. 

These  signs  will  lead  you  over  rather  poor  dirt  roads.  Walk  from  the  end  of  the 
road  to  the  point.  Watch  out  for  poiscn  ivy. 

Mohawk  Point  -  IE.  4E.  6?.  -  Follow  the  shore  west  of  Lowbanks. 

Long  Beach  including  Kinnard  Point  -  AC.  Follow  the  signs. 

Long  Beach  Woods  -  6C.  -  These  woods  are  about  a  half  mile  north  of  the  shore  road. 

They  are  the  only  woods  in  that  area  with  a  lot  of  mature  hemlock  and  white  pine, 

Morgan Ts  Point  -  1C,  AB.  6A.  -  This  point  is  well  marked.  Many  migrants  can  be 
found  in  the  jack  pines  and  other  scrub  in  the  park  near  the  end  of  the  point. 

Sugarloef  JPoint  -  ID.  AF.  6B.  -  This  point  is  just  west  of  Port  Colborne  harbor. 

It  is  all  private  property  where  birders  have  been  warmly  welcomed. 

Port  Colborne  Harbor  -  1C.  2F . 

Wainfleet  Marsh  -»  2D?,  5  and  6?.  -  This  is  a  large  area  northwest  of  Humberstone. 

It  is  very  difficult  to  work,  and  its  potential  is  largely  unknown.  It  is  the  only 
breeding  p}.ace  for  Lincoln *s  Sparrow  within  a  hundred  miles. 

Mud  Lake  -  2C.  3C.  AD.  -  Follow  the  road  parallel  to  and  just  east  of  the  trolley 
line  which  runs  north  from  Humberstone.  About  four  miles  from  Humberstone  is  Mud 
Lake.  It  is  impounded  by  a  dike,  which  can  be  seen  east  of  the  road.  The  marsh 
can  be  seen  very  well  from  the  top  of  the  dike. 

Other  areas  worth  watching  include  the  roadsides  and  woods  just  south  of  the 
Welland  River  and  almost  any  field  during  migrations. 


E.L.  Seeber 


22nd  3.0.3.  CHRISTMAS  CENSUS  -  DECEIVER  24.  1950 

Territory  -  Grand  Island,  both  branches  of  the  Niagara  River  from  Buffalo  Harbor  to 
the  Gorge  below  the  Falls,  Kenmore,  Tonawanda,  North  Tonawanda,  Bergholtz,  parts  ci 
Niagara" Falls,  N.Y.  and  Ont.,  Fort  Erie,  Ontario,  and  all  included  parks  and 

waterways. 


•  •) 


* 


*  •  ’  t  *« 


Christmas  Census  (conH.) 

feather  -  Intermittent  rain  and  sleet  during  the  morning  hours,  overcast  with 
occasional  snow  flurries  throughout  the  afternoon.  Temperature  dropped  from  36°F. 
in  the  morning  to  22°F.  at  5  p.m. ;  wind  SW-W  15-30  M.P.H.  Ground  covered  with  3-8" 
of  old  snow.  Ponds  and  Burntship  Creek  frozen,  Rivers  and  streams  open;  Gorge 
below  Falls  open. 


Coverage  -  39  observers  in  14  field  parties.  89  hours  of  observation  from  6:30  a.m, 
to  5  p.m.;  total  number  of  miles  573,  of  which  76  were  on  foot. 

Territories  and  Observers 

A.  Canadian  side  of  Niagara  River  from  Buffalo  Harbor  to  Falls  - 

J.  Savage  and  7.  Almendinger. 

B»  Lake  Erie  shore  from  Peace  Bridge  to  Helena  Rd.,  inland  between 
Niagara  Blvd.  and  approximately  Queen  Elizabeth  Rd.  to  Niagara 
Falls  and  the  Gorge.  -  H.D,„  Mitchell.  A.  Broadbent,  H.  Kevitt, 
and  R.  Rosche.  (Only  northern  half  of  territory  covered.) 

C.  American  shore  of  East  Niagara  River  north  of  Peace  Bridge  to 
Tonawanda  Creek  and  east  to  Military  Road  -  W.W.  Brockner. 

Mr.  &  Mrs,  R.C.  Hermes,  P.  Hermes,  H.  Thorpe. 

D.  Buffalo  and  Kenmore  east  of  Military  Road,  south  of  Sheridan 
Drive,  west  of  Niagara  Falls  Blvd.  and  Main  St.,  north  of  Porter 
and  North  Streets  -  Marie  fondling.  M.A.  Wendling. 

E.  Tonawandas  south  of  Erie  Avenue,  east  of  Military  Road,  north 
of  Sheridan  Drive,  West  of  Niagara  Falls  Blvd.,  Tonawanda 
Island  -  R.  Andrle. 

F.  American  shore  of  East  Niagara  River  from  Erie  Avenue  in  North 
Tonawanda  to  Grand  Island  Bridge  in  Niagara  Falls;  Inland  to 
Erie  Avenue,  Shawnee  Read,  Lockport  Road,  Military,  64th  Street  - 
Axel  Heilborn.  E.  Heilborn,  J.  Heilborn,  K.  Heilborn,  A.V.  Tulinoff. 

G.  Niagara  Falls,  N.Y.  west  of  64th  Street,  south  of  Military  and 
Lockport  Roads,  river  shore  from  Grand  Island  Bridge  to  Rainbow 
Bridge  -  (only  part  of  Goat  Island  covered  by  J.  Filor,  D.  Pause, 

R.  Wagner), 

H.  W.H.  RogersonT3  feeding  station  in  Niagara  Falls,  N.Y. 

I.  Grand  Island  south  of  Fix  Road  -  Dr.  and  Mrs.  H.  Axtell. 

J.  Grand  Island  north  of  Fix  Road,  south  of  Staley  Road,  southwest 
of  Blvd.  -  R,  Byron. 

K.  Grand  Island  north  of  Staley  Road,  west  of  Baseline  Road,  south 
of  Bedell  Road  -  7.  Klabunde ,  C.  Klabunde,  P.  Klabunde. 


L.  Grand  Island  east  of  Baseline  Road,  south  of  Bedell  Road,  west 
of  Stony  Point  Road,  south  of  v/hitehaven  Road,  north  of  Staley 
Road,  northeast  of  Blvd.  -  B.  Nathan.  J.  Filor,  R.  Wagner, 


M.  Grand  Island  north  of  Whitehaven  Road,  east  of  Stony  Point  Road 
south  of  Ransom  Road  -  D.  Pause.  R.  Dooley,  I.  Woldman. 
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N.  Grsnd  Island  east  of  Baseline  Road  and  Woods  Creek,  north  of 
Bedell  and  F.ansom  Roads  -  Fir,  &  firs.  E.L.  Seeber.  A.  Schaffner, 

A.  Kemnitzer. 

O,  Grand  Island  north  of  Bedell  Road,  west  of  Baseline  Road  and  Woods 
Creek  -  Wm.  C.  Vaughan.  M.  Emerson,  M.L,  Emerson,  E.J.  Windsor, 

Birds  recorded,  71  species  and  24,236  individuals ,  as  follows: 


Species 

Not 

Parties 

Common  Loon 

5 

A,  M,  0 

Red-necked  Grebe 

1 

A  by  Mitchell 

Horned  Grebe 

28 

A,  I,  N,  0 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

1 

A  by  Mitchell 

Great  Blue  Heron 

4 

B,  I 

Bl.-cr,  Night  Heron 

1 

D 

Mallard 

247 

Several 

Black  Duck 

604 

n 

Gadwall 

6 

A 

American  Widgeon 

2 

I,  N 

Pintail 

16 

Several 

Redhead 

7 

A 

Canvas -back 

4072 

Several 

Greater  Scaup 

971 

it 

Lesser  Scaup 

2 

G 

Am.  Golden-eye 

1787 

Several 

Bufflo-head 

35 

A,  X,  0 

Old- squaw 

222 

A,  I,  J,  0 

White-winged  Scoter 

2 

A  by  Mitchell 

American  Scoter 

1 

A 

Ruddy  Duck 

2 

A  (by  Mitchell 

Hooded  Merganser 

4 

A,  B 

American  Merganser 

336 

Several 

Red- breasted  Merganser 

249 

a 

Sharp- shinned  Hawk 

3 

F 

Red- tailed  Hawk 

16 

Several 

Rcmgh -legged  Hawk 

6 

A,  M,  N 

Bald  Eagle 

3 

I,  0 

Marsh  Hawk 

7 

L,  M,  N 

Sparrow  Hawk 

59 

Several 

Ruffed-Grouse 

2 

A  (by  Mitchell 

Ring-n.  Pheasant 

213 

Several 

Glaucous  Gull 

3 

A,  B 

Iceland  Gull 

2 

G 

Great  Black-backed  Gull 

34 

Several 

Herring  Gull 

5445 

it 

Ring-billed  Gull 

445 

it 

Bonaparta*s  Gull 

3267 

ti 

Little  Gull 

2 

A 

Mourning  Dove 

3 

I,  M 

Screech  Owl 

9 

I,  L,  M,  N 

Great  Horned  Cwl 

6 

K,  M,  N 

Short-eared  Owl 

1 

M 

Belted  Kingfisher 

2 

A,  B 

Flicker 

5 

F,  K,  M 

Hairy  Woodpecker 

4 

D,  F,  H,  J 

Downy  Woodpecker 

44 

All  but  C,  E 

Northern  Horned  Lark 

6 

I 

Blue  Jay 

51 

Several 
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Species 

No. 

Parties 

Crow 

490 

Several 

Black-capped  Chickadee 

53 

it 

Wh i t e -br e a s t ed  Nuth atch 

16 

B,  D(ll),  H,  K,  L 

Brown  Creeper 

32 

Several 

Winter  Wren 

2 

A,  M 

Hermit  Thrush 

1 

J 

Golden-crowned  Kinglet 

21 

B ,  D ,  G ,  M 

Starling 

3520 

All 

House  Sparrow 

1409 

All 

Meadowlark 

9 

N 

Red-winged  Blackbird 

12 

N 

Cowbird 

2 

N 

Cardinal 

13 

Several 

Purple  Finch 

8 

M 

Pine  Siskin 

2 

N 

American  Goldfinch 

3 

A,  M 

Eastern  Towhee 

2 

K 

Slate-colored  Junco 

31 

Several 

Tree  Sparrow 

357 

All  but  H 

Swamp  Sparrow 

1 

I 

Song  Sparrow 

7 

Several 

Snow  Bunting 

2 

N 

Comments 

An  all-time  record  of  71  different  species  were  observed  on  this  year's  Census. 
In  view  of  the  fact  that  two  areas  were  only  partially  covered,  namely  B  and  G,  the 
total  number  of  individuals  (24,236)  is  very  close  to  the  record  established  two 
years  ago  (26,644). 

The  Eastern  Towhee  was  seen  for  the  first  time  on  a  Christmas  Census.  It  was 
observed  at  the  base  of  a  pin  oak  near  Whitehaven  and  West  River  Roads  by  Philip 
Klabunde  and  the  writer.  Other  noteworthy  observations  were:  Red-necked  Grebe, 
Ruffed  Grouse,  Northern  Horned  Lark,  Hermit  Thrush,  Swamp  Sparrow,  Ruddy  Duck,  and 
Cowbird.  The  number  of  Canvas-backs  was  a  new  high;  American  Mergansers  showed  a 
marked  drop  from  the  figures  for  the  previous  two  years;  Black-capped  Chickadees  and 
White-breasted  Nuthatches  were  also  low  in  numbers;  Rock  Dove,  Robin,  and  Iceland 
Gull  were  not  recorded. 

The  latter  three  species  were  all  observed  on  December  27. 

'Walter  Klabunde 


IFETINGS 

Meetings  are  on  the  second  and  fourth  Wednesdays  of  the  month  at  8:00  P.M. sharp 
in  the  Humboldt  Room  of  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science. 


January  24  ~  Speaker:  Winston  W.  Brockner.  Subject:  Kodachrome  Birding  -  Buffalo 

To  Hawk  Mountain. 

February  14  -  Speakers  Clark  S.  Beardslee.  Subject:  J.  Hibbert  Langille  and  "Our 

Birds  in  Their  Haunts", 

February  28  -  Speaker:  Harold  H.  Axtell.  Subject:  Some  Commonly  Overlooked 

Aspects  of  Wildlife  Conservation, 

FIELD  TRIPS 

Sunday,  Feb.  11  -  Buffalo  waterfront.  Leader:  Robert  Andrle(PA.  1411),  Meet  at  the 

Genesee  St.  side  of  City  Hall  at  8:30  A.M. 

Sunday,  Feb.  25  -  Trip  to  East  Aurora  and  vicinity  with  stops  at  Sinking  Ponds  &  at 

Alfred  Wander *s  home.  Leader:  Winston  Brockner  (EL. 6888).  Meet  at 
the  Genesee  St.  side  of  City  Hall  at  8:00  A.M. 
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Published  Monthly  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society 

Buffalo,  New  York 


THE  MONTH 

Pansies  in  January  and  Robins,  too,1  The  first  week  of  January  brought  a  thaw 
and  heavy  rains  that  caused  local  flooding.  It  brought  also  the  first  Flickers  and 
Robins  sighted  on  New  Year’s  day  at  Niagara  Falls  and  reported  frequently  from 
various  localities  throughout  the  month.  Relatively  mild  weather  persisted  for  the 
next  two  weeks  with  a  record  high  temperature  of  62°  equalled  on  the  2Cth.  Pansies 
were  in  bloom  at  the  beginning  of  this  weekend.  More  seasonable  weather  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  the  month  was  ushered  in  Sunday  the  21st  with  a  windstorm.  If  you  are 
one  of  those  who  sharpened  your  pencil  to  start  the  annual  yearly  list,  here  are 
some  of  the  reported  82  suedes  you  might  have  seen:  Brown  Thrasher,  Jilson’s  Snipe, 
Killdeer,  Red-headed  Woodpecker,  Hermit  Thrush,  Myrtle  Warbler,  Meadowlark,  Red¬ 
winged  Blackbird,  C-rackle,  Cowbird,  Towhee,  White-throated  and  Swamp  Sparrows. 

Sounds  like  Spring  doesn’t  it?  And  so  it  should,  for  ’’If  Winter  comes,  can  Spring 
be  far  behind?'’  But  speaking  of  Winter,  we  note  that  several  flocks  of  Red  Cross¬ 
bills  were  observed  near  Jamestown,  perhaps  the  beginning  of  a  flight.  Reports  of 
Pine  Siskin,  Lapland  Long spur  end  Snow  Bunting  also  helped  provide  a  seasonal 
balance.  Average  monthly  temperature  was  28.5  degrees,  4.6  above  the  normal. 

Robert  L.  Mansfield 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


L,  -  indicates  last  report  of  the  season. 


Common  Loon 

Jan.  7 

1 

Niagara  Loop 

Braunberns 

Green  Heron 

Nov,  5L 

1 

Pt.  Stockholm 

Lenna 

Bl.-cr.  Night  Heron 

Jan.  1 

1 

Forest  L&wn 

Thorpe 

*»  5 

1 

Frewsburg 

R.H.  Sundell 

Gadwall 

”  7 

9 

Niagara  Loop 

Braunberns 

Pintail 

”  1 

8 

Goat  Island 

Klabundes 

Lesser  Scaup 

it  n 

2 

Niagara  Loop 

Braunberns 

i«  x3 

5 

.International  Bridge 

Schaffner,  Woldman 

Surf  Scoter 

”  1 

1 

Niagara  Gorge 

Klabundes 

"  5 

2 

Bird  Island  Pier 

Schaffner 

Hooded  Merganser 

"  1 

1 

Chippawa,  Ont. 

Klabundes 

"  6 

1 

II  II 

Mitchell  et  al 

»  7 

1 

Niagara  Loop 

Braunberns 
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Bald  Eagle 

Jan,  1 

1 

Grand  Island 

Thorne 

»  21 

2 

Beaver  Island 

Mathews 

Ruffed  Grouse 

?t  *i  ■>> 

2(1  dead)  Dufferin  Island 

Schaffner,  Wold man 

C  OG‘t 

"  "6 

o 

Chaut.  Lake  Outlet 

R.H.  Sundell 

Killaeer 

»  27 

1 

Alden 

Wolf ling 

Wilson’s  Snipe 

"  1,14,17  1 

Frewsburg 

R.H.  Sundell 

Glaucous  Gull 

»  1-31 

4 (max)  LaSalle  Q„ ,  Bird  Island  Rosche,  Andrle 

Pier,  Tifft  St.,  Schaffner, 

Squaw  Island  Mitchell  et  al 

Iceland  Cull 

»  1-31 

2  (max) 

Bird  I. ,  Tifft  St. , 
Squaw  Island 

Andrle,  Schaffner, 
/oldman,  Braunberns 

Kumlien’s  Gull 

n  5 

1 

Bird  Island 

Schaffner 

tt  7 

1 

Squaw  Island 

Andrle 

«'  20 

f 

JL 

u  it 

Mitchell 

rt  28 

1 

Tifft  Street 

Braunberns 

Bonaparte’s  Gull 

n  5 

2,1 

Bard  I. ,  Niagara  R. 

Schaffner,  Mitchell 

Snowy  Or/1 

"  10 

1 

Telle. nd,  Oat, 

Selbys,  Thites 

"  12 

1 

Bird  Island  Pier 

Andrle 

"  13 

2 

Medina 

Lehrer 

«  13 

T_ 

Armour 

Mitchell  et  al 

"  21 

1 

Tiff ft  Street 

Braunberns 

«*  24 

1 

N.  Harbor 

Andrle 

"  29 

1 

Bird  Island 

Schaffner,  Rosche 

Long-oared  Ow  1 

"  H 

4 

Cambria  Center 

Klabunde s 

S n cut -eared  Owl 

"  1 

1 

Hamburg 

Braunberns 

"  11 

3 

Stillwater 

R.H.  Sundell 

"  'JQ 

/ 

*+ 

Grand  Island 

Rosche,  Schaffner 

Flicker 

"  1 

2 

C-,at  I,,  Dufferin  I. 

Klabunde 

"  1,6 

I 

Frewsburg 

R.H.  Sundell 

11  H 

1 

Fluvanna 

Lenna 

«  21 

1 

Rose  Hill,  Ont. 

Fink 

n  21 

1 

Sinking  Ponds 

Knox 

"  21 

l 

Depew 

Kivett 

n  25 

1 

Folsomdale 

Woldman 

"  25 

1 

Rose  Hill,  Ont. 

Fisk 

»  29 

1 

Depew 

Kivett 

Red*-headed  Woodpecker 

»  22  . 

6 

Shirley  Road 

(near  La ng f ord ,  N.Y. ) 

Thorpe,  Kivett 

E/\v;ri  Thrasher 

"  2 

1 

Jamestown 

Lenna 

Rooxii 

"  1 

1 

Dufferin  Island 

Klabunde s 

,l  1 

1 

Castile 

VanArsdale 

”  3 

4 

East  Aurora 

Wild 

«  20,28,29,30  4 

,6,5,1  Lewiston 

Klabunde s 

"  6 

20 

Horseshoe  Lake 

rep,  Fixley 

"  7,20, ‘ 

22,28  1 

,2,3,42  Jamestown 

Lenna 

"  10 

2 

Welland 

Selbys 

"  16 

1 

Eden 

Conaty  rep.  Mitchell 

"  19 

1 

Derow 

£ 

Kivett 

late  Jan. 

20 

Frodonia 

Stanley  et  al 

Jan.  27 

5 

Levant 

Lenna 

"  20  &  30  2C0 

Oak  Orchard 

Coxton  rep.  Axtell 

»  22 

7 

Hamburg 

Griffin 

»  22 

37 

Eden 

Bacon,  Melberg 

«  Of 

25 

Cowlesvi lie 

Woldman 

el  L  month 

30 

Frewsburg 

Sundells,  Beal  et  al 

Jan.  30 

1 

Eden 

Bacon,  Brettle, 
Melberg,  Griffin 

Ke/:u.t  'Ir.'vsn 

n  1 

1 

Brock’s  Monument 

Klabunde s 

Gray  Shrike 

"  14 

1 

Bond’s  Lake 

it 
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Myrtle  Jar bier 

Jan,  14 

1 

James  tow  rp 

Lenna 

»  i  / 

1 

Alden  j 

Wolfling 

Meadowlark 

n  27 

3 

Alden  | 

it 

Red-w.  Blackbird 

"  24 

1 

Tifft  St A 

Schaffner 

Grackle 

«  17 

2 

Pt.  Cclbqrne,  Ont. 

hbite 

"  27,31 

1 

Frews bur ^ 

R.H.  Sundell 

Cowbird 

"  J-4 

1 

Derby, Lake  Shore  West 
Eden 

Braunberns 

Pine  Siskin 

"  30 

3 

Bacon,  Brettle, 
Melberg,  Griffin 

Red  Crossbill 

"  2 

10 

Jamestown 

Lenna 

"  29 

15 

Frewsburg 

R.A.  Sundell 

Towhee 

**  6 

1 

Jamestown 

R.H.  Sundell 

"  U 

1 

Alden 

Wolfling 

Chipping  Sparrow 

Nov.  12 

1 

Jamestown 

Lenna 

Wh.-th.  Sparrow 

Jan.  7 

1 

Effingham 

Selby 

"  14 

1 

Jamestown  "Ss 

Lenna 

"  27 

1,1 

Levant,  Frewsburg 

Lenna 

**  28 

1 

Frewsburg 

Sundells 

Swamp  Sparrow 

"  10 

1 

Forest  Lawn 

Almendinger 

"  14 

1 

Jamestown 

Lenna 

Lapland  Longspur 

»  22 

30 

Java  Village  (Rt.78) 

Van  Arsdale 

11  30 

1 

Eden 

Bacon,  Brettle, 
Melberg,  Griffin 

Snow  Bunting 

”  1 

25 

Grand  Island 

Thorpe 

"  7 

30 

Frewsburg 

Spetz  rep.  Sundell 

"  14 

14 

Derby  &  Lake  Shore  West  Braunberns 

"  17 

30 

Cassadaga 

Fry  rep.  Stanley 

"  30 

60 (max)  Eden 

Bacon,  Brettle, 
Melberg,  Griffin 

Other  species  reported  during  January  are:  Mallard,  Black  Duck,  Redhead 
Canvas-back,  Create:’  So a up s  American  Golden-eye,  Buf fie -head,  Old  Squaw,  American 
Merganser,  Red -breasted  Merganser,  Cooper js  Hawk,  Red-tailed  Hawk,  Rough-legged 
Hawk,  Marsh  Hawk,  Sparrow  Hawk,  Pheasant,  Great  Black-backed  Gull,  Herring  Gull, 
Ring-billed  Gull,  Rock  Bov?,  Mourning  Dove,  Screech  Owl,  Great  Horned  Owl,  Barred 
Owl,  Belted  Kingfisher,  Pileated  Woodpecker,  Hairy  ’Woodpecker,  Downy  Woodpecker, 
Prairie  Horned  Lark,  Blue  Jay,  Crow,  Black-capped  Chickadee,  White-breasted  Nut¬ 
hatch.  Brown  Cr-'-epor.  /inter  Wren,  Golden-crowned  Kinglet,  Cedar  Waxwing,  Starling, 
Hcuae  Sparrow,  Cardinal,  Purple  Finch,  Goldfinch,  Slate-colored  Junco,  Tree  Sparrow, 
Song  Sparrow. 


Number  of  species  recorded  in  January  -  82 


OUR  C  ORDINALS  -  1950 


Our  pair  of  Cardinals  are  the  same  two  birds  that  we  enjoyed  thruout  1949.  The 
male  has  been  with  ns  practically  continuously  for  five  years;  the  female  is  his 
third  mate,  ( Prothonotary  March  1947,  1946?  1949,  and  April  1950.)  No  other 
Cardinals  have  been  around  in  this  territory. 

The  year  confirmed  again  most  of  past  years*  observations  of  behavior  and  many 
of  these  will  not  be  re- stated .  Their  story  —  mostly  quoted  from  my  notes  —  will 
nevertheless  hr.  long  and  their  adventures  interesting.  Needless  to  say,  by  now  we 
love  them,  as  members  of  our  family. 

Bath  birds  kept  close,  harmonious  company  thruout  the  entire  year,  even  during 
fall  and  early  winter.  They  were  observed  practically  every  day,  and  with  two  or 
three  exceptions  they  appeared  to  remain  within  a  territory  of  less  than  one-half 
mile  in  diameter  (judging  from  neighbors*  reports).  A  few  odd  times  with  bare 

-  10  - 


V  . 


t  ft  "<  'V 


t 

JL 


. 


J. 


>V  , 


■ 

V r  it 


. 


ft?* 


•  r  ' 


■  ■ 1  •  .  .  .  ■ 

.  *■  :•  f  ■ 


V  r?y  jV 


'  '  ' 

I  '  '  .  ' 


’'y  •  •;  ••  ... 

.  <  • 


c 

r 


■  -* 
n 


fr 

n 


....  „ 

-  v*  •  • 


'  ■  ■  ■ .  •  .  -i 

■■i 


r  ~ 


n 


o  ■ /dI 


.4  [ 


•  - .  ..  ' 


4  •  « 


’ 

■ '  '  •  -  : 

\  < 


•  *  v  — •  . 


Z\  .1'  J 


•  f  •• 


at 

' 

■’  ■■  -  •  ’  V  ; 


■  ■  .  .  •  •  • 

r.  f  - 

S 

n 

•  ■  ; 

•  ■■ 

*; 

PS 

*» 

- 

n  ■■■'’:  ■  •  . . 

•*  ^ 

•  a 

fj  ■ 

,  * 

risbl’A 

r 

’  AX 

rr 

i  ' 

r . ' 

SX  *vo!I 

* 

r 

V  .fr 

*-^ 

■  '•••  .  -,y  .  t , 

r 

1  • 

%  •• 

■AJ. 

n 

i 

vs 

- 

l  ‘  '  1  - 

X 

£  X 

rf  • 

# 

:  * 

X 

ox 

;  * 

it 

'jC 

4*'  * 

II 

ILf'TRy; .  j 

A 

i 

or 

»t 

. 

■z  ter  l  O 


fcfiflffil  hct.'ri > 

■-'TOVfc;-  ; 


'• 


JeaK  a*r>.Hc  & 

■ 


Of 


\  r 


•f 

-A 

V 

AX 


v.r 


r;.;‘  '  "  '  ‘ 


ttobh  (:<m.)Od 


OZ 


H 

*. 

ft 

!• 


Tiii  1/1.  rr;  nc;*H? 


1  /**  ’  •  •  • 


ykrjCt  tost?  .tnalla, 

4 

.  .  .  ‘  •  . 

.  '  ■  «•»  •  ■  - 

■  *  t  -  lh)  ■  ' 


v.iH 
.  ..  *  ,r 


■  -  -  - 

•  ;*  ..  ‘  ■  -  .  J  ,  t  • 

,  r  _ 


■ 


0? '  I  .  •  •• 


7*1  rv 

•>  -  J 


. .  ? 

Av  (  ijj’oirrrfi  6©y<  •  .  •  ,  ,v_  .  . 

.  ■  .  -  .  • 

.  =  . 

vr  #  .  *  '  /  *  *  1  * 

•  •  i, 

‘  H ' '  •  .  ;‘*t  V; :  rf  .  *  .  -'j-.;-  . 

1  \ 

#  '  4  /■  .**.  4MW  .  '  .  .  ..  * 


-  ...  .  ■ 

.'i  1  '  .•  ;  (*  £  ^  >r'  J  -ff.  «• 

'  '  *  .1  f-"  Cl 

;  V* '  <  !-  ■  >■> 

.«  ■  -  *  ■  '  ^  '  V.  -  -  fr.. 

' 

.  :  ••  v  ■  •  .  •  ;•  • 

■  '■  /  - 

"  4  '  •  • 

-  01  - 


f  Cl, 

l  t,VJ 


ground  and  favorable  weather,  they  were  not  seen  or  heard  for  one  to  three  days.  (A 
typical  example  of  this  absence  was  during  the  warm  spell  of  January  19  to  20,  1951; 
they  were  back  on  the  tray  on  the  cold  morning  of  January  21.) 

Early  spring  always  seems  the  most  interesting.  The  male  was  heard  whistling 
for  the  first  time  on  February  25  and  we  heard  him  again  5  to  5:30  p.ra.  on  March  1 
in  quite  cold  weather.  Not  until  March  15  did  he  have  his  spring  concerts  a  little 
more  frequently,  altho  the  winter  weather  was  still  with  us.  On  March  13  the  male 
fluttered  around  like  a  begging  baby  and  "Betty  had  the  distinct  impression  that  the 
female  fed  him  a  cracked  seed  on  the  tray. ”  On  March  13  to  15  he  was  seen  flying 
around  a  lot  in  the  dense  bushes  around  Tryon*s  house.  On  the  19th  he  was  unexpected¬ 
ly  whistling  and  calling  almost  continuously  in  the  early  morning  around  Tryonfs 
house;  the  female  was  found  shut  up  in  their  garage  overnight.  March  21st:  Not 
much  singing  yet,  but  he  started  using  his  sweet  little  call  note  a  lot  this  after¬ 
noon.  On  the  28th  he  was  singing  a  lot  and  in  all  four  kinds  of  tunes,  including 
the  fast  ep-ep-ep-ep-  which  he  very  seldom  uses  during  the  year.  30th:  The  last 
few  days  the  male  has  shown  great  interest  in  Tryop,s  Juniper  bush  by  the  window. 

Ee  even  lay  down  a  couple  of  times  in  the  old  dilapidated  nest  that  he  and  his  first 
mate  built  in  1947.  He  gradually  got  the  female  interested  in  this  bush  and  the 
next  day  she  sat  on  the  edge  of  the  nest,  studying  the  location.  (Some  of  these 
notes  made  from  Mrs.  mryon’s  daily  observations.) 

Anril  17th:  The  old  male’s  singing  has  been  poor  and  spotty  this  year  too. 

They  have  renewed  interest  in  Tryon’s  Juniper,  and  the  remains  of  the  old  nest  have 
been  all  carried  away,  except  a  few  twigs  still  hanging  on  some  lower  branches; 
nothing  on  the  ground  below.  18th.  noon:  A  number  of  fine  twigs,  etc.  collected 
very  loosely  several  inches  high;  not  packed  down  yet.  The  location  is  6  feet  from 
ground,  close  to  where  the  old  nest  was  located,  but  not  on  the  same  spot.  20th: 

She  seems  to  carry  most  of  the  twigs,  but  he  helps,  particularly  in  shaping  the  nest. 
21st:  Both  birds  have  been  shaping  the  nest.  Female  seen  giving  the  male  on  the 
nest  a  sunflower  seed  which  he  later  cracked.  22nd:  Nest  about  completed;  unusually 
well  built,  thick,  dense,  and  deep;  contains  also  leaves,  birch  bark  and  paper;  not 
as  thin  and  flimsy  as  three  and  four  years  ago;  about  4"  high  and  2-1/2"  deep.  This 
nest  is  again  confirmation  that  the  female  is  the  architect  and  that  the  male 
suggests  the  location.  Male  on  nest  again  today  and  female  came  and  tried  to  coax 
him  off;  touched  his  beak;  then  she  settled  on  the  edge  and  finally  gently  poked  him. 
He  then  left  and  she  took  his  place.  25th:  No  egg  yet.  27th  and  28th:  One  egg,  ■ 
29th  j  noon:  Two  eggs;  birds  present  all  the  time  now.  30th.  noon:  3  eggs;  she  has 
been  sitting  full  time  since  yesterday.  Of  the  three  eggs  the  second  laid  was  oblong 
and  longer  than  the  other  tv/o.  Of  the  regular  books,  Pough  mentions  that  "one  is 
often  quite  unlike  the  others". 

May  3  *  "He  is  very  attentive  and  watchful  and  feeds  her  seeds  now  and  then  on 
nest  or  in  some  nearby  bush  after  calling  her.  Both  birds  come  and  go  even  tho 
people  sit  in  chairs  ten  feet  from  the  nest.  4th:  Nest  found  unattended  with  only 
the  oblong  egg  left,  ounctured  in  one  end  with  a  very  fine  hole.  Another  egg  was  on 
the  ground  about  eight  feet  away  with  several  fine  holes.  No  sign  of  third  egg.  We 
understand  that  the  common  House .Wren  (of  which  there  are  several  around)  is  fre¬ 
quently  the  cause  of  this  kind  of  disaster.  Female  does  not  want  to  sit.  Male 
studied  carefully  the  nest  and  the  egg.  He  came  back,  worried,  several  times, 
evidently  not  knowing  what  had  happened.  He  even  sat  on  the  egg  for  short  periods 
(5  to  10  minutes  each)  while  diligently  calling  her  back.  She  came  to  look  at  the 
nest  at  least  twice  while  he  was  on  it.  He  left  for  her  to  take  over  but  she  would 
not  sit  on  the  nest.  5th:  He  still  tried  to  keep  the  egg  warm  for  short  periods 
several  times  during  the  day,  A  second  egg  found  in  the  nest  later  this  day.  The 
dimensions  of  the  oblong  egg  were  1.12  x  0.67;  and  of  the  regular  egg,  found  on  the 
ground,  0,95  x  0.74.  The  new  egg  was  9.80  x  0.62,  as  against  a  Cowbird’s  egg  of 
0,86  x  0.65.  It  had  coloration  very  similar  to  the  Cardinal’s  eggs,  but  the  spots 
were  particularly  concentrated  in  the  big  end;  it  looked  a  lot  like  a  Song  Sparrow 
egg  (6.76  to  0.80  x  0.5S  to  0.60).  6th;  He  was  sitting  on  the  two  eggs  several 
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times,  calling  her  loudly.  Altho  she  was  around,  she  was  not  interested.  This  sit- 
•nation  continued  even  after  the  oblong,  by  now  half  empty,  egg  was  removed.  Noon: 

He  saw  the  female  flying  around  with  building  materials  in  her  beak;  he  watched  her 
with  great  interest.  7th:  The  new  nest  was  being  built  7  feet  from  ground  in  a 
small  spruce  near  other  shrubs  30  feet  from  the  same  house  corner  and  only  3  to  4 
feet  from  where  he  and  his  second  mate  had  a  nest  in  1948.  In  the  early  evening 
there  was  a  lot  of  commotion  between  the  Cardinals  and  a  Catbird  who  was  building  a 
nest  (never  used)  some  100  feet  away  in  the  same  row  of  shrubs.  The  result  was  that 
the  more  timid  Cardinals  stopped  building  in  this  territory.  During  the  following 
week  they  were  seen  studying  shrubs  in  the  neighborhood.  He  whistled  only  occasion¬ 
ally  .  A  few  days  later  a  neighbor  informed  us  that  .they  started  to  build  a  nest  on 
the  8th  or  9th  in  a  still  leafless  Wisteria  vine  clinging  to  their  veranda.  (This 
was  a  brand  new  location,  about  500  feet  from  Tryon’s  house  and  not  far  from  our 
feeding  tray. )  On  the  11th  another  pair  of  Catbirds  chased  them  away  and  started  to 
build  in  the  same  vine.  (This  nest  was  never  finished,  probably  because  of  the  near¬ 
ness  to  people;  instead  they  raised  a  family  in  a  nearby  hedge.)  May  12nd:  Male 
singing  only  a  little  now  and  then,  mostly  evenings,  but  nothing  like  in  his  younger 
days;  he  feeds  the  female  an  occasional  seed  at  the  tray.  They  are  usually  together 
altho  he  is  seen  more  often.  Both  birds  take  frequent  baths  this  year  in  the  bird 
bath. 


June  5th:  For  the  past  week  or  more  we  have  suspected  she  is  sitting  again,  now 
across  the  creek.  Sirging  has  almost  stopped.  She  shows  up  very  briefly,  he  more 
often  but  only  for  short  time,  sometimes  filling  his  beak  with  several  cracked  seeds 
for  his  return  trip  to  the  nest.  We  soon  found  the  nest  on  an  entirely  new  location 
in  an  evergreen,  7  to  8  feet  from  ground.  She  came  out  when  we  tried  to  look  into 
the  nest  with  the  mirror,  and  anxiously  hopped  around  with  her  wings  dropping.  Both 
parents  were  nearby  but  showed  "no  spunk  at  all".  7th:  He  were  hurriedly  called 
over  to  the  sight  by  the  residents  —  a  baby  had  fallen  out  of  the  nest;  it  was 
easily  caught  and  put  back.  It  had  a  small  tuft  but  was  still  too  young  to  leave 
the  nest.  No  other  baby  found.  Things  soon  quieted  down.  He  were  told  how  the 
parents  shortly  before  had  furiously  been  chasing  a  Grackle.  Had  he  nerhaps  stolen 
another  baby?  9th ?  Mrs,  l'rycn  reports  that  for  several  nights  the  male  has  been 
sleeping  in  the  vine  by  their  house  (about  800  feet  away  from  the  nest).  He  wakes 
at  early  dawn,  gives  a  few  short  whistles,  (before  other  birds  wake  up)  and  flies 
across  the  creek  towards  the  nest.  Evening s  Something  was  up.  Around  our  feeding 
tray  (600  feet  from  nest)  he  was  chipping  intensely  and  with  much  excitement.  He 
also  whistled  some.  Female  was  also  around  for  10  to  15  minutes,  attended  and  fed 
by  the  mala,  and  they  both  paid  much  attention  to  each  other  instead  of  going  back 
to  nest.  Wo  found  the  baby  on  a  branch,  now  out  of  the  nest  for  good;  it  soon  fell 
to  the  ground  and  was  fed  a  couple  of  times  by  both  parents.  A  cat  lived  in  the 
immediate  vicinity  so  we  feared  the  v/orst  might  happen.  7e  took  home  the  nest;  it 
was  the  thickest  nest  so  far  and  about  half  of  the  building  material  was  paper  and 
cellophane.  The  next  day  about  a  dozen  large  fly  grubs  emerged  from  the  nest. 

11th :  Baby  found  in  a  bush  near  nest.  After  I  chased  away  the  cat  the  father 
calmed  down,  ate  some  elm  seeds,  and  soon  started  whistling  while  flying  towards  the 
1946  nesting  territory.  Both  parents  soon  emerged  and  flew  across  creek  to  feed. 

Male  then  fed  the  baby  twice  within  a  few  Minutes. 

June  18th:  Male  is  not  sleeping  in  Tryon’s  vine  lately;  probably  takes  care  of 
the  baby.  24th:  He  is  now  hack  spending  the  night  in  the  old  vine.  Much  chirping; 
baby  must  be  on  this  side  of  the  creek  now;  26th:  Yesterday  afternoon  baby  showed 
up  and  took  refuge  in  a  neighbor's  garage,  where  it  stayed  all  evening  and  half  the 
next  day  even  tho  the  overhead  door  was  left  open.  Male  called  intensively  outside 
both  days;  he  must  have  heard  its  chirping  but  he  did  not  fly  in.  Baby  got  hungry 
and  flew  arou  id  to  find  him  but  was  not  smart  enough  to  get  out.  It  was  finally 
cornered  and  taken  out;  male’s  calling  stopped.  July  1st:  Youngster  seen  fed  at 
trey,  ^rds  Female  has  been  around  a  lot  lately;  nesting  -  if  any  -  apparently 
failed.  "Stbj.  Male  singing  a  lot  lately.  17th:  The  youngster  -  a  female  -  cares 
for  herself  lately;  eats  a  lot  of  seed;  is  rather  tame  and  chases  the  Sparrows  from 
the  tray  but  avoids  the  Grackles.  Not  much  singing.  23rd:  young  female  looks 
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full-grown  (even  reddish  tail)  but  still  has  a  gray  bill. 


JL§t:  Youngster *s  bill  fairly  red.  Male  still  feeds  female  some  seeds 
at  the  trays.  5th i  Youngster  still  around  but  father  frequently  chases  her  away. 

Both  parents  are  around  a  lot  and  have  no  family  to  care  for;  he  follows  her, 
watching  her  nearly  all  the  time.  3th:  Young  gone  for  rood,  Male  has  been  whistling 
and  celling  a  lot  again  tbo  last  two  or  three  mornings  end  evenings;  no  female  seen. 
ffch?  Female  came  back  and  ate  a  lot  at  the  tray.  Mo  whistling  last  night  or  this 
morning.  11th ;  Male's  molt  is  slowly  beginning.  Female  is  around  a  lot.  19th: 

In  spite  of  slowly  progressive  molting,  male  sings  vigorously  now  end  then.  Female 
seldom  comes  around,  le  begin  to  think  he  sings  for  her  on  a  nest  again.  26th : 

Then  male  arrived  at  tray  after  female,  we  heard  a  light  cooing  momentarily  when  he 
alighted;  she  then  gave  him  a  cracked  seed.  IQths  He  is  molting  a  lot  by  now  but 
still  whistles  and  a:  11s  some  every  day.  He  regularly  goes  to  sleep  with  much 
chipping,  in  Tryon's  vine,  and  wakes  up  early  with  a  few  short  whistles.  31st: 

Singing  has  about  stopped  for  the  season. 

September  9th:  He  is  now  in  full  molt  and  looks  very  shabby;  she  is  starting 
her  molt.  11th:  Male  brought  along  a  baby  with  about  half-grown  tail.  He  fed  it 
frequently,  probably  black  Viburnum  berries  which  we  noticed  he  was  eating  himself. 

By  evening  he  coaxed  the  baby,  by  intensive  chipping  sounds,  from  tree  to  tree  back 
to  his  "home"  bush  near  Tryon's  house  and  went  to  sleep  himself  in  the  vine  by  the 
house.  22nd :  Female  is  now  in  her  molt  but  does  not  look  bad;  male  is  slowly 
getting  a  new  red  breast.  His  damaged  leg  (1948)  is  still  sprawling  slightly  out¬ 
wards  but  he  uses  it  fully.  Without  a  new  nesting,  female  is  now  helping  somewhat 
to  feed  baby,  who  by  now  also  starts  to  feed  itself.  25th:  All  three  here  for 
breakfast  together.  Male  fed  youngster  many  seeds,  female  fed  it  once.  It  is  with¬ 
out  question  a  young  male.  iQths  Father  still  helps  feeding  youngster.  Male  is 
now  quite  red  on  head  and  underside;  female  begins  to  look  a  little  better. 

October  8th:  Youngster  now  cfacks  and  eats  the  sunflower  seeds  skillfully; 
male  still  feeds  him  occasionally.  ICth :  Young  male  is  now  quite  red  on  head  and 
breast,  but  gray  on  back;  beak  light  gray,  beginning  to  change.  Both  parents  ate 
seeds  but  chased  the  youngster  away.  He  settled  in  the  tree  begging  and  chipping 
anc.  shaking  his  wings  so  humbly.  As  soon  as  parents  left  he  flew  down  to  the  tray 
with  a  loud  chip  and  ate  and  chipped  as  much  as  the  father  and  very  cockily  chased 
away  the  Sparrows  (the  parents  hardly  ever  do).  30th:  Male  finally  locks  beautiful 
again;  his  melt  seems  to  take  longer  each  year  as  he  grows  older.  She  still  molts 
fast  and  not  severely.  Youngster  not  seen  the  last  few  days. 

December  31 :  Both  birds  are  observed  almost  every  day;  they  stay  together  most 
of  the  time  ane  often  feed  together  on  the  tray.  7ith  the  leaves  gone  we  made  a 
thorough  search  over  a  wide  area  for  more  nests  —  one,  two,  three?  We  found  but 
one;  it  was  located  in  a  lilac  bush  about  18  feet  from  ground,  quite  near  the  top 
and  only  some  20  feet  from  the  previous  successful  nest  of  the  year. 

When  this  is  being  written  there  are  but  a  few  short  weeks  until  he  starts  to 
whistle  and  to  crack  seeds  for  his  love.  He  is  always  a  very  attentive  mate  and  we 
have  regularly  observed,  even  when  they  ha^e  eggs  in  their  nest,  how  he  follows  her 
around  to  the  feeding  trays  and  other  feeding  places  instead  of  staying  to  watch  the 
nest,  This  habit  has  undoubtedly  been  the  reason  for  several  of  the  past  tragedies 
and  we  have  often  wished  he  wouldn’t  put  his  love  before  his  duty  during  the  nesting 
period. 


The  Heilborns 
January  26,  1951* 
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NEW  MEMBERS 


The  Society  welcomes  the  foil  oiling  new  members; 

Hart  Eivett  -  Zurbriek  Road  -  Depsw 

E.F.  Martin  -  227  Middlesex  Road  -  Buffalo  16,  New  York 

Mrs.  Mercedeth  Lovelace  -  193  LaSalle  Avenue  -  Buffalo  14,  New  York 

"THE  AWL  BIRDS”  (by  J.K.  Stanford) 

After  an  absence  of  more  than  one  hundred  years,  the  avocets  have  again  appeared 
in  England  as  nesting  birds.  In  one  known  small  colony  on  the  coastal  marsh  land 
the  birds  laid  eggs  and  successfully  hatched  their  young. 

In  the  narrative  a  war  weary  veteran  returning  from  a  prison  camp  seeks  rest  and 
seclusion  on  an  old  farm  that  had  been  used  by  the  Royal  Air  Force  during  the  war  for 
target  training.  Many  practice  bombs  had  fallen  all  over  the  property.  Some  of 
these  had  demolished  the  dikes  and  by  admitting  the  sea  water  had  changed  the  grazing 
marsh  meadows  back  to  marsh  land,  silted  and  covered  with  sea  water. 

With  this  background  and  with  the  facts  of  the  avocetfs  life,  J.K.  Stanford 
has  written  a  story,  "The  Awl  Birds." 

The  veteran  and  a  local  character,  "Old  John  Blowers",  a  yard  man  on  the 
property  before  the  war,  successful ly  match  their  wits  against  the  pot  hunters,  the 
over zealous  nature  study  clubs,  and  the  eulogists,  all  of  whom  at  some  time  or 
other  threaten  the  nests  of  the  colony. 

The  story  moves  quickly  and  ends  dramatically  after  a  very  persevering  and 
unscrupulous  egg  collector  returns  repeatedly  and  at  last  attempts  to  reach  the  nests 
by  crossing  an  area  that  contains  unaxploded  bombs. 

The  characters  of  the  story  ere  typical  of  those  we  meet  in  our  local  birding. 

All  of  the  incidents  can  also  be  matched.  The  problems  of  the  story  are  our  problems. 

Pen  sketches  by  A.M.  Hughes  amply  and  beautifully  illustrate  the  book.  Author 
and  illustrator  combine  to  give  a  vivid  picture  of  rural  coastal  England,  of  cloud 
shadows  passing  over  heath  land  and  fens,  of  meres  and  marches  with  associated  plant 
life  an 1  numerous  waterfowl. 

The  element  of  human  interest  blends  nicely  in  the  story,  which  tells  how  God's 
creatures ,  given  sanctuary,  quickly  avail  themselves  of  and  take  over  suitable  areas 
to  procreate  their  kind  according  to  the  natural  laws. 


E.C.  Ulrich 


MEMBERSHIP  COMMITTEE 

Mrs.  Robert  C.  Hermes,  205  North  Park  Avenue,  Buffalo  16,  New  York  has  been 
appointed  chairman  of  the  Membership  Committee, 
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MEETINGS 


Meetings  are  on  the  second  and  fourth  Wednesdays  of  the  month  at  8:00  P.M. 
sharp  in  the  Humboldt  Room  of  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Sere nee. 

March  14  -  Plans  for  the  Spring  Duck  Census.  Loaders:  Kathryn  and  Eugenia 
Praemassing.  "SIrding  in  the  Eastern  Panhandle”.  Speaker:  H.D. 
Mitchell. 

March  23  -  "Niagara’s  Migration  Story  -  1951  Model" 

FIELD  TRIPS 

Sunday,  March  4  -  Gcwanda,  Cascade  Park,  Franklinville,  etc.  Leaders:  Mr.  and 

Mrs*  E.C.  Ulrich  (PA.  8396).  Meet  at  the  Genesee  St.  side  of 
City  Hail  at  7:15  A.M. 

Sunday,  March  18  -  Grand  Island.  Leader:  Heather  Thorpe  (HU.  5270).  Meet  at 

Delaware  and  Hertel  at  8:30  A.M. 

Sunday,  April  1  -  Spring  Duck  Census.  Leaders:  Kathryn  and  Eugenia  Praemassing 

(VI.  3289),  87  Linden  Avenuf,  Buffalo  14,  New  York. 


Please  mail  your  records  not  later  than  March  3,  to  Mrs.  H.H.  Axtell,  301  West  Utica 
Street,  Buffalo  22,  New  York. 

The  Prothonotary  subscription  price  is  one  dollar  car  year  payable  in  advance  to 
the  Treasurer  -  Elizabeth  Paul,  154  «>ccdwarcl  Avenue,  Buffalo  14,  New  York  (PA.  9365). 

Editor  -  Ray  McCann,  42-9  Norwood  Avenue,  Buffalo  22,  New  York  (EL.  6169). 
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THE  MONTH 


February  is  always  a  wonderful  month  to  be  over  with,  A  heavy  snowstorm  on  the 
first  dropped  7  to  17  inches  on  the  Western  Counties  blocking  some  roads  and  closing 
many  schools.  Heavy  sleet  proceeded  the  fall  south  of  Erie  County.  Some  of  the 
snow  was  reported  to  be  radioactive.  The  first  ten  days  averaged  7°  below  normal, 
the  last  18  days  10°  above  normal  -  a  turnabout  from  last  year  when  nearly  the 
opposite  was  true,  A  new  high  temperature  record  of  60°  was  set  on  the  26th.  Ice 
fishermen  were  rescued  several  times  in  mid-month  from  drifting  ice  floes.  A  modest 
Crossbill  flight  developed  but  confined  itself  to  the  hills  from  Lake  Erie  to  the 
Alleghenies.  Red  Crossbills  reached  a  high  count  of  80  at  Allegany  State  Park  on  the 
11th  while  the  White-winged  Crossbills  could  number  no  more  than  30  at  any  one  time 
-  these  at  the  Larkin  Estate  during  the  first  week.  Bne  Greater  Yellow legs,  one 
Pied-billed  Grebe  and  one  Red-Shouldered  Hawk  provided  the  only  ammunition  to  the 
Noteworthy  Record  list.  The  always  dependable  Canada  Geese  showed  up  on  the  17th  at 
Grand  Island.  In  short,  February  was  a  month  of  radioactivity  without  much  bird 
activity.  The  only  consolation  was  that  February  is  followed  by  March,  then  April, 
then  May,  then  June,  then  July,  then  -  Summer,1 

Robert  L,  Mansfield 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


*  indicates  first  report  of  the  year 
F  »  n  n  it  »i  season 


*Pied-billed  Grebe 

Feb. 

12,13 

1 

Dunkirk 

Lenna,  R.H.  Sundell, 
Stanley  et  al 

*Canada  Goose 

it 

17F 

50 

Grand  Island 

Tulinoff 

Pintail 

it 

24F 

14 

Jamestown 

R.H.  Sundell,  Beal 

it 

25 

2 

Chaut.  Lake  Outlet 

Lenna 

Canvas-back 

n 

25 

5000 (max)  Buffalo  Harbor 

Brockner  et  al(B0S  trip) 

*Wood  Duck 

n 

24 

1 

Fluvanna 

R.H.  Sundell,  Beal 

*.7hite-w.  Scoter 

it 

12-17 

4 

Dunkirk 

Lenna,  R.H.  Sundell, 
Stanley  et  al 

*Red -should.  Hawk 

n 

25F 

1 

Emery  Park 

Brockner  et  al(B0S  trip^ 

Bald  Ea^le 

it 

10 

2 

Beaver  Island 

Gamble 

it 

11 

1 

ti  n 

Andrle,  Gamble  et  al 

n 

22 

2 

Grand  Island 

—  16  — 

Webster 
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Coot 

Feb. 

11,17 

1 

Chaut.Lake  Outlet 

Lenna 

k 

12-20 

1 

Dunkirk 

R.H.  Siin.dell,  Lenna, 
Stanley  et  al 

^Greater  Yellow-legs 

it 

25 

1 

Tifft  St. 

Brockner  et  al(B0S  trip) 

Kumlienc  Gull 

it 

17 

1 

Dunkirk 

Stanley 

Snowy  Owl 

n 

22 

1 

South  Harbor,  Bflo. 

Andrle 

» 

24 

1 

Tifft  Street 

Audubon  Trip 

Flicker 

n 

2 

2 

Frews burg 

R. A.  S unde  11 

« 

3 

2 

Alden 

Wolfling 

it 

4 

3. 

Jamestown 

Lenna 

ii 

10,17 

9«1 

# 

Frews burg 

R.H.  Sundell 

tl 

16 

1 

Allegany  St.  Park 

Melberg,  Bacon,  Griffin 

et  al 

*Yellow"b„  Sapsucker 

n 

25 

Hamburg 

Brockner  et  al(B0S  trip) 

Brown  Thrasher 

it 

6 

1 

Grand  Island 

Seebars 

Robin 

ii 

•» 

J. 

1 

Castile 

Tnompson 

ti 

0 

1 

Alden 

Wolf i.lng 

it 

L. 

6 

Da  pew 

Kivett 

ti 

4 

1 

E.  Concord 

Seligmann  rep.  Mitchell 

ii 

4 

8 

Elma 

Larkin  Jr. 

ti 

9 

1 

Derby 

Larkin  Sr. 

ii 

4 

2 

Derby  &  Zoar  Valley 

Braunberns 

tl 

4 

1 

J. 

Rose 1  s  Pt.  Ont „ 

Mitchell  et  al(Aud.Trip) 

it 

4,11, 

24.25 

9*42, 

3,22 

Jamestown 

Lenna 

it 

s 

4 

Larkin  Estate 

Schaffner 

ti 

8 

1 

Derby 

Mitchell 

ti 

8 

0 

Ewans 

it 

ti 

10 

40 

Am.  Lake  Shore 

Brettles,  Creighton, 
Griffin 

It 

11 

7 

Allegany  St.  Park 

Griffins 

II 

13 

2 

n  it  n 

Nathan,  Kivett, 
Almendinger  et  al 

It 

IS 

2 

Bflo.E, Aurora, 
Allegany  St.  Park 

Brockner,  Almendinger 

et  al 

It 

19 

1 

North  Buffalo 

Andrle 

It 

21 

1 

La  Salle 

Heilborn 

t! 

24 

2 

James town 

R.H.  Sundell,  Beal 

It 

25 

16 

Java  L.to  Ec  Aurora 

Byron,  Nathan,  Seeber 

It 

25 

20 

South  of  Euffali 

Brockner  et  al (BOS  Trip) 

Golden~cr,  Kinglet 

tl 

t 

H- 

75 (max)  Derby  to  Zoar  Valley  Braunberns 

Red-w  ,  Blackbird 

It 

25F 

10 

Frews burg 

R.H.  Sundell 

tl 

25 

2 

Fluvanna 

Lenna 

it 

25 

3 

Wood!  a?/ n 

Brockner  et  al(B0S  Trip) 

it 

26 

1 

Depew 

Kivett 

Grackle 

ail  month 

ju 

Frewsbr.rg 

R.H.  Sundell  et  al 

Febc  26 

IF 

South  Park 

Brockner 

Cow bird 

11 

4 

1 

Derby 

Braunberns 

it 

11 

20 

Al legary  St.  Park 

Griffins 

#Goumou  Redpoll 

11 

25 

37 

Java  Lake  Bog 

Nathan,  Byron, 
Almendinger  et  al 

Pine  Siskin 

tt 

11,25 

2,45 

Jamestown 

Lenna 

it 

16 

30 

Allegany  St.  Park 

Melberg,Bacon,Griffin 

et  al 

it 

18 

340 

it  it  it 

Brockner,  Nathan, 

Kivett  et  al 

it 

24 

10 

Fluvanna 

R.H.  Sundell,  Beal 

ii 

24 

1 

East  Aurora 

Audubon  Trip 

it 

25 

100 

South  of  Buffalo 

Brockner  et  al(B0S  Trip) 

17 
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Pine  Siskin ( con* t. ) 

Feb, 

.25 

75 

Java  Lake  to  E. Aurora  Nathan,  Seeber, 

Byron  et  al 

Red  Crossbill 

n 

11 

80 

Allegany  State  Park 

Griffins 

it 

16 

45 

ii  it  it 

Me lberg, Bacon,  Brettle 

et  al 

II 

18 

51 

it  ii  it 

R.H.  Sundell,  Lenna, 

Powers,  et  al 

I! 

18 

60 

it  it  ii 

Brockner,  Byron, 

Kivett  et  al 

II 

24 

65 

it  tt  it 

Lenna 

ft 

25 

5 

Emery  Park 

Brockner  et  al(B0S  Trip) 

tt 

25 

10 

Allegany  State  Park 

R.H.  Sundell,  Parker 

et  al 

It 

25 

12 

Java  Lake  &  vie. 

Byron,  Nathan  et  al 

*White-w.  Crossbill 

It 

3,4 

30 

Derby 

Larkin  Sr. 

It 

6 

20 

it 

Larkin  Sr. 

II 

10 

30 

Larkin  Estate 

Brettle,  Creighton, 

Griffin 

II 

10 

4 

Frewsburg 

R.H.  Sundell 

It 

11 

10 

Allegany  St.  Park 

Griffins 

tt 

18 

15 

ii  tt  ii 

Brockner,  Byron,  Nathan 

et  al 

It 

18 

5 

n  ii  it 

R.H.  Sundell,  Lenna, 

Powers,  et  al 

tl 

24 

10 

ti  n  it 

Lenna 

It 

25 

2 

Java  Lake  to  E. Aurora  Seeber.  Nathan  et  al 

Eastern  Towhee 

ft 

1 

1 

Castile 

Thompson 

tt 

4 

1 

Rose*s  Point,  Ont. 

Mitchell  et  al(B0S  Trip) 

Wh.-th.  Sparrow 

It 

4 

1 

Frewsburg 

Sundells 

It 

11 

1 

Orchard  Park 

Wolfling 

Swamp  Sparrow 

II 

3 

1 

Depew 

Kivett 

II 

11 

1 

Jamestown 

Lenna 

(Sai 

ne  bird  which 

was  reported  at  same  place  in  January) 

Lapland  Longs pur 

it 

4 

85 

Can. Shore  of  L. Erie/Mitchell  et  al(B0S  Trip) 

Snow  Bunting 

it 

4 

125 

Can.8ho.p53  of  L.Frie 

ii  it  it  it  ii 

i. 

it 

4 

150 

Goodrich  Road 

Wendling 

it 

8 

6 

Laona 

Mitchell 

it 

10 

50 

Alden 

Wolfling 

Erratum 


In  February  issue,  omit  Killdeer  record * 
Previous  Total  81 


New  Reports 
New  Total 


10  (includes  Sharp- shinned 
91 


Hawk) 


V  .  T  P 

.XbV. 

•  - 


Since  the  changes  in  bird  life  are  relatively  fast  near  large  cities,  it  is 
perhaps  doubly  fitting  that  an  appraisal  of  the  Buffalo  birding  areas  be  recorded. 
The  numbers  indicate  groups  of  birds  which  are  typical  of  a  certain  habitat:  1  - 
deep  water;  2  -  shallow  water;  3  -  marsh;  4  -  shore;  5  -  field;  6  -  thicket  and 
woodland.  Rating  letters  in  alphabetic  order  indicate  the  values  of  the  birding 
locales  in  decreasing  order  (A  is  better  than  B,  etc.).  This  system  was  described 
completely  in  the  December  1950  Prothonotary. 


Delaware  Park  and  Forest  lawn  Cemetery  -  6A.  -  Civilization  has  affected  this  area 
in  two  ways,,  First,  sc  called  " improvements”  have  destroyed  much  of  the  best 
hab.’.tat  for  many  species.  Second,  in  the  region  surrounding  this  Park  and  Cemetery 
the  steadily  increasing  construction  of  buildings  and  pavements  so  reduces  available 


habitat  that  even  more  birds  are  funneled  into  such  an  oasis. 
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Bi -  Bird  Island  Is  at  the  west  end  of  Ferry  Street, 
vvircf';  Island  is  north  Oa  Jird  Island ;  from.  Ferry  St.  drive  through  the  sewage 
dipiowl  pxant  then  continue  over  the  unimproved  road.  Squaw  Island  can  a  is, 
reached  via  the  roadway  on  the  International  Bridge. 


■e 

also  be 


Birci_,Island_,Pier  -  1C,  4D.  -  This  pier  begins  at  the  south  end  of  Bird  Island;  it 
must  be  walked. 

North  Harbor  -  IF,  -  This  harbor  can  be  seen  from  the  west  end  of  Porter  Ave. 

South  Harbor  -  IB.  -  This  harbor  can  be  seen  from  Fuhrmann  Drive  and  from  Hamburg 
Turnpike. 


Tifft  _St,__-  IF.  2D.  3C„  4-F »  &B  until  1948  -  This  area  has  been  rendered  less 
desirable  through  promiscuous  spraying  with  DDT  since  1948.  The  bird  habitat 
threatens  to  become  seriously  altered  and  perhaps  destroyed  due  to  dumping  and 
drainage. 

South  Park  *  6C.  -  One  of  the  best  spots  is  the  wooded  area  at  the  end  of  Hopkins  St, 

Niagara  River  -  1C.  -  The  River  is  visible  from  many  points  in  Buffalo:  Bird  Island , 
Squa?/  Island,  the  west  end  of  Hertel  Ave.,  the  south  end  of  Ontario  St,,  and  River¬ 
side  Park. 


Lincoln  Park  ~  forme?,ly  6D .  -  The  bird  habitat  of  this  park  has  been  virtually  des¬ 
troyed  due  to  new  housing  developments. 

University  of  Buffalo  Grounds  -  6B.  -  The  pine  groves  north  of  .Vi ns pear  Ave.  are 
some ‘cirnc s  good. 

LaSalle  Quarry  -  6F,  -  Th.js  quarry  is  south  of  LaSalle  Ave.  and  near  Main  St.  It  was 
a  better  bird lug  spot  before  it  was  flooded  three  years  ago. 

As  the  suburbs  retreat  outwordly  and  crowded  conditions  grow,  any  areas  within  ‘ 
the  city,  which  afford  food,  shelter,  and  protection  for  migrants,  should  be  watched 
closely. 

E.L.  Seeber 


ABOUT  TWO  RED  CROSSBILLS 


On  Sunday,  February  25,  Bernard  Nathan,  Edward  Seeber,  Richard  Byron  and  the 
writer  made  an  extensive  search  for  northern  finches  through  the  coniferous  areas 
in  the  vicinity  of  Java  Lake.  We  were  quite  successful,  noting  about  twenty  Red 
Crossbills,  from  five  to  ten  i'Jhite-winged  Crossbills,  two  small  flocks  of  Redpolls 
and  one  small  flock  of  Goldfinches. 


Near  the  Java  Lake  vicinity,  to  be  exact,  on  Genesee  Rd.  between  Warner  Gulf  Rd. 
and  East  Concord,  we  stopped  bo  look  at  a  bird  sitting  on  a  telephone  wire  less  than 
fifteen  feet  from  the  ground.  It  proved  to  be  a  female  Red  Crossbill, 

I  stood  on  the  read  about  twenty- five  paces  from  the  bird  while  the  others 
cautiously  advanced  until  they  were  directly  under  the  bird.  It  watched  them 
int/satly  for  a  short  while  then  dropped  lightly  to  the  road  about  a  foot  from  a  dead 
biro  which  we  had  not  noticed  before.  From  only  a  superficial  observation  we  noted 
the  ruffled  brick-red  feather  tips;  it  was  a  dead  male.  The  female  hopped  right  up 
to  the  dead  male,  uttered  its  characteristic  "jip,  jip"  notes,  but  in  a  very  sub¬ 
dued  tone,  then  for  a  few  seconds  lightly  plucked  at  the  feathers.  Seeber  started 
tc  advance  by  inches  while  the  others  stayed  at  about  ten  feet.  Then  we  noticed  the 
female  picking  at  some  drops  of  blood  on  the  pavement  and  finally  tugging  at  bits  of 

-  19  - 


•  V  rtr  r  4 


*  Q  DfT®  9tit  cffi  at  hnjafal  frriff  „  ^  ■  r 

■  ■  .■ 

"  -  -  •'  •  ■  r  -.  ■ 

.  .,  ,  *  •  'Vv<  or«K.  jftc.o  -r  ■  j  .j,n&±a  1  ■  ■ 

'****-  '  *ant*t****«t  e*»  no  x**htm  «ti  Jr  fefraaj 


«  »fa*fal  hM  lo  fa,  iWuoe  adi  ^  anise*  , a*,  eiriT  .  «n  ox  „„  ,  ‘  “ 

f  »ua  « Ji,  ,  ,7^  ^  _t_c.C'\T 

•  JDCOflliW  fcU 


■  .OTA  WHrt  lo  fin,  iaer/  e«tt  aoTt  neea  erf  „ao  -rocfmri  8irfT 


.  .. 


„„M  1MT  . 

*«•'■•••  i.  I  '  .  ! 


:  5S?  .  S  ; ■  ..  .  * 

*“  -  -» i  •  1 1 

•  .  3?J  'll  .?*£ 


«T£  v-:v:  ;.  '' 

■  ■  ■  '  •  •’  •  *  ■  - 


’ - -  ....  ... 

'  '  >  I  .  .  .  j  J  ■  -  -  '  : 

eJ&ia 


,  r  -  -  -  -  _  *»Jy£3 

■ 


rta  .aw*  i»aqtall  io  itHon  anon  mnr 

•  ix>  o§  a  uffi  ^ *  ->uob 


-  -•- ,  '  . — * 

.«»•  mn  taioon  JZTfnci* 


_  Ljl.  •  J  '**'  « 

.  ■  *“**»'«« 

?  ■*"**  v  01  ^oiiB  noxaV  f  v,tf2 

'xc»d53c  .xXedoXo 


srfj- 
e 


MlOT2c-Q.H0  Q^i?  Q^T  *mnrq 

.tO 

-  "  >% 


» ,r  ^  -- jo i,  r  liana  a:. 

*XUtJ  'istfrraW  «»ew^9cf  ,Jbtf  99Bon^  . 

;  ■  -  -  ■■■-",.  '  '  '  -  -.v; 

M  -  no  b*H  I»1  B  J  ■  ■'•  ' '  :  f-,3 

.i  .fiato-jj  ar.t  ,TO-rt  rfe*l  nse-lMl 

Ai  7* rim'  K* *VA  _ a 


- *-U’U  vTO^l  ns 

.'  '  '  TXf  ■  ■  -  ■.  :  . 

'  ■  ■  !  «  .  s  ... 

..."'  '  •'  ■  .  •  .  :  i  '.  - 

■  m  '  : 

•,‘'i  •  ■■•  .  •  ,  •  ' 


,  !' :  a  .'  aw 

.  1/8  ’  : 

..yK„  .. 

■ 

...  w  ..  **  ”  *iCTh  t***  »i 


torn 


flesh.  The  others  said  it  first  moved  the  flesh  with  its  tongue  and  then 
swallowed  the  flesh.  We  later  concluded  it  was  the  salt  in  the  blood  which 
interested  the  female.  Seeber  finally  moved  to  about  two  feet  from  the  bird  before 
the  female  hopped  out  of  reach. 


We  all  agreed  that  the  dead  bird  had  a  smaller  bill  than  the  Red  Crossbills  we 
had  seen  the  week  before  at  Allegany  State  Park,  However  due  to  the  poor  condition 
of  the  bird  it  was  impossible  to  be  sure  of  the  race. 

Wm.  Almendinger 


MEETINGS 


Unless  otherwise  noted 
month  at  8:00  P.M.  sharp  in 


meetings  are  on  the  second  and  fourth  Wednesdays  of  the 
the  Humboldt  Room  of  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science. 


Saturday,  Sunday  -  April  7,  8  -  Fourth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Federation  of  New  York 

State  Bird  Clubs.  See  the  attached  announcement.  For  additional 
information  call  Mrs.  E.C.  Ulrich  (PA.  88 96). 


Wednesday  -  April  11  -  Report  on  the  Spring  Duck  Census.  Leaders:  Kathryn  and 

Eugenia  Prae mas sing.  The  Audubon  Nature  Camp  as  Seen  by 
Sylvia  Brockner. 

Wednesday  -  April  25  -  Panel  Discussion  on  Warblor  Songs.  H.H.  Axtell  - 

C.S.  Beard  sloe  -  B.  Nathan  -  W.W.  Brockner,  moderator. 


FIELD  TRIPS 

Sunday,  April  1  -  Spring  Duck  Census.  Leaders:  Kathryn  and  Eugenia  Praemassing 

(VI.  3289),  87  Linden  Ave.,  Buffalo  14,  New  York 

Sunday  -  April  15  -  South  Shore  of  Lake  Erie  to  Presque  Isle,  Leader:  H.D.  Mitchell 

(VI.  2587)  Meet  at  the  Genesee  St.  side  of  City  Mall  at  7:00  AM. 

i 

Sunday  -  April  29  -  To  Rochester  to  observe  the  hawk  flight.  Leader:  E.L.  Seeber 

(RI„  8739).  Meet  at  Main  St.  and  Kennore  Ave.  at  7:30  A. M. 

Saturday  morning  bird  walks  will  begin  April  14.  H.D.  Mitchell  will  lead  the  walks 

during  April,  Meet  at  Rumsey  Road  and  Windsor  Ave.  at  7:00  A. M. 
every  Saturday  in  April  and  May. 


NEW  MEMBERS 


The  Society  welcomes 
Mr  s ,  Cheryl  C  ,  Li  ltd  A  i  cr.  > 
George  Buc  Aland,  Houle  1, 


the  following  new  members: 
115  Thatcher  Ave,,  Buffalo 
Batavia,  New  York 


15, 


New  York 


Please  mall  your  records  not  later  than  April  3  to  Mrs.  H.H.  Axtell,  301  West  Utica 
Street,  Buffalo  22,  New  York 

Editor  -  Ray  McCann*  419  Norwood  Ave.,  Buffalo  22,  New  York  (EL.  6169) 

Tree surer  -  Elizabeth  Faul.  154  Woodward  Ave,,  Buffalo  14,  New  York  (PA.  9365) 
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Buffalo.  New  York 


THE  MONTH 

As  we  used  to  say  in  the  Marine  Corps,  it  was  a  long  March,  31  days  to  be  exact. 
In  like  a  lion  it  came  with  a  hervy  dose  of  sleet,  freezing  rain,  drizzle,  snow, 
sleet,  freezing  rain,  dri/.sle,  etc.,  in  about  that  order.  A  few  of  our  "sea-going” 
Gulls  followed  the  PERSEUS  down  the  lake  on  the  14th,  the  earliest  opening  of  navi¬ 
gation  in  modern  times c  However,  strong  south-west  winds  brought  the  ice  back  on 
the  21st,  closing  navigation  for  the  remainder  of  the  month.  Spring  instead  of 
gliding  in  with  sunny  warmth  on  the  21st,  came  in  on  wings  of  ice  and  snow  as  if  out 
of  respect  for  the  Crossbills  and  Siskins  whose  population  this  month  seems  to  have 
greatly  increased  with  the  rough,  cold  weather.  A  terrific  windstorm  on  the  24th 
with  winds  up  to  66  m.p,hc  sounded  a  dismal  note  for  the  Easter  parade.  It  caused 
some  damage  to  buildings,  felled  rower  lines  and  raised  the  lake  water  level  to 
flood  stage.  As  you  might  have  guessed  very  few  birds  were  reported  on  Easter 
Sunday c  A  few  hearty  folks  in  the  tradition  of  the  day  braved  the  wind  and  cold 
spurred  on,  believe  it  or  not,  by  a  total  of  4  hours  and  57  minutes  of  sunshine. 

Most  of  us,  however,  found  it  a  very  pleasant  day  —  staying  inside.  There  were  a 
few  typical  comments  during  the  month.  One  Swan  was  heard  to  whistle  "This  weather 
ain't  bad,  after  all,  the  monthly  average  is  4°  above  normal.”  Klabunde's  Oregon 
Junco  didn't  agree,  however,  "Give  me  Balboa  Park  in  San  Diego.  Can't  figure  why  I 
came  out  to  dee  Niagara  Falls  anyway. . . .I'm  not  even  married.”  But  the  first  Loon  of 
the  season  seen  on  the  31st  at  Chautauqua  Lake  summed  it  all  up  when  he  laughed  and 
said,  "Crazy  am  I?  Only  the  weather  is  crazy.  No  use  getting  here  any  sooner, 

March  is  always  an  enigmatic  month,  so  there  i" 


Robert  L,  Mansfield 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


*  indicates  first  report  of  the  year. 
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^Turkey  Vulture 

March  30 

3 

Kent  Switch 

Webster 

tt 

31 

2 

Oak  Orchard 

Wendling 

Bald  Eagle 

ii 

18 

1 

Grand  Island 

Thorpe  et  al 

TI 

13 

2 

Forestville 

Polacek,  Stanley 

It 

25 

2 

Grand  Island 

Seeber 

It 

31 

1 

Lewiston,  Grand  Is, 

Ax  tells 

Coot 

It 

11,17,31  60,75,490  Chaut .L.  Outlet 

Lenna 

It 

26 

1 

East  Eden 

Melberg,  Griffin 

#Killdeer 

n 

1 

2 

Am. Shore  of  L,  Erie  Bacon,  Melberg, 

Creighton,  Griffin 

Tt 

3,4 

2,3 

Chaut.  Lake  Outlet 

Lenna 

it 

5 

1 

Cleveland  Hill  Dr. 

S chaff ner 

*W cod cock 

tt 

31 

4 

South  Dayton 

Webster 

Wilson* s  Snipe 

tt 

3  OF 

6 

Kent  Switch 

tt 

Glaucous  Gull 

tt 

3 

1 

Hamburg 

Schaffner 

n 

10 

1 

Forest  Lawn 

3 chaff ner,  Woldman 

tt 

11 

1 

Falconer 

Lenna 

tt 

24 

3 

Grand  Is,,  Bflo. 
Waterfront 

Axtell,  Nathan,  Barkie^ 
Roger  Sundell 

Iceland  Gull 

tt 

10 

1 

Squaw  Island 

Schaffner 

tt 

19 

2 

Fort  Niagara 

Klabundes 

tt 

23 

1 

Bird  Island 

Lenna 

Gt.Black-b.  Gull 

it 

25 

38  (max ) 

West  River 

Seeber 

Bonaparte !s  Gull 

it 

27F 

62 

Squaw  Island 

Schaffner 

tt 

28 

40 

Lewiston 

Axtells 

tt 

31 

60 

Lewiston,  Grand  Is. 

ti 

Snowy  Cwl 

Feb* 

24 

1 

Tifft.  St. 

Aud.  Trip  rep.  Mitchell 

Long* -eared  Owl ' 

March  10 

1 

Delaware  Park 

Schaffner,  Woldman 

Red-headed  Wdpkr  • 

tt 

4 

1 

near  Langford 

Seeber,  Woldman, 
Brockner  et  al 
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4 
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South  of  Buffalo 
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Hamburg 
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*Phoebe 
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Jamestown,  Prend.Pt.  Lenna 

*Tuf  bed  Ti  bmouse 

n 

25 

1 

Alleg,  St,  Park 
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Stage  Road  Sink 
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8 
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Fredonia 

Stanley 

^Bluebird 
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R.H.  Sundell 
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Irving 

tt  tt 

Myrtle  Warbler 
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25 

1 

Brock's  Monument 
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March  17 

1 

White-Chapel  Cemetery  Seeber 

*Rusty  Blackbird 
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12,13,14  100,20,20  Frewsburg 

R.H.  Sundell 
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17 

80 

Bone  Rtm 

R.H.  Sundell,  Johnson 
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18 

1 

Grand  Island 

Thorpe  et  al 

Red  Crossbill 

tt 

4 

2 

Riverside 

R.H.  Sundell,  McIntyre 

tt 

7 

9 

Alleg.  St.  Park 

Mitchell 

tt 

10 

1 

Frewsburg 

R.H.  Sundell 

tt 

17 

130 

Alleg.  St.  Park 

R.H.  Sundell,  Johnson 
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17 

2 

Chaut.  Lake  Outlet 
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it 

18 

60 

Alleg.  State  Park 

Axtells,  Andrle , Wright 
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Delaware  Park 
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Uhite-w.  Crossbill 

tt 

17 

5 

Alleg.  State  Park 

R.H.  Sundell,  Johnson 

it 

18 

8 

tt  tt  tt 

Axtells , -Andrle , Wright 

tt 

25 

4 

n  ti  it 

Thorpe,  Nathan  et  al 

(23) 
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White-w.  Crossbill 

March  28 

3 

Delaware  Park 

Seeber 

Fine  Siskin 

tt 

17 

60 

Alleg.  State  Park 

R.H.  Sundell,  Johnson 

u 

18 

120 

n  ii  it 

Axtells,  Andrle, Wright 

it 

25 

500 

ii  n  it 

Thorpe,  Nathan  et  al 

it 

27 

25 

Hamburg  Cemetery 

Melberg,  Griffins 

Oregon  Junco 

ii 

22 

1 

Jamestown 

Lenna 

(same  place  where 

one  was  seen  throughout  December) 

ii 

15  to 

31 

1 

Lewiston 

Klabundes 

(verified  by 

all 

interested  B.O.S.  i 

observers ) 

Tree  Sparrow 

ii 

25 

2 00 (flock)  Bone  Run  Region 

Sundells 

Wh.-th.  Sparrow 

it 

4 

2 

Irving 

Brockner,  Seeber 

#Fox  Sparrow 

it 

18 

1 

Alleg,  State  Park 

Axtells,  Andrle, Wright 

ii 

25 

3 

n  it  tt 

Thorpe, Nathan  et  al 

Sncw  Bunting 

it 

17 

5 

Eden 

New 

n 

25 

2 

Little  Valley 

Thorpe,  Nathan  et  al 

Previous  Total 

91 

New  Reports 

22 

New  Total 

113 

A  CHRISTMAS  BIRD  CENSUS  IN  LOWER  CALIFORNIA 

We  arrived  (three  of  us)  at  the  Tijuana,  Mexico,  airport  at  6:00  A.M. 

December  23.  The  officials  took  endless  time  going  over  tickets,  permits,  etc., 
by  lantern  light,  and  we  finally  took  off  about  7:30  A.M.  The  flight  was  lovely 
over  rugged,  mountainous  country  which  looked  very  barren*  However  when  we  landed 
at  LsPaz  seven  hundred  miles  away  and  five  hours  later,  the  vegetation  seemed  lush 
and  beautiful. 

Next  morning  we  left  early  in  a  car  owned  and  driven  by  Senor  Eduardo 
Manriquez,  or  Eddie.  Our  destination  was  Todos  Santos  about  fifty-seven  miles 
farther  south  on  the  Pacific  .side  of  the  peninsula.  Soon  I  was  in  a  trance  watching 
the  unusual  plant  and  bird  life.  These  so-called  roads,  by  the  way,  are  surely  the 
world’s  worst  -  high  centered,  one  lane  wide,  brushing  against  cacti  on  each  side, 
up  mountains  and  down  into  deep  arroyos.  Due  to  our  constant  effort  of  hanging  on 
to  avoid  being  thrown  out  we  failed  to  identify  most  birds.  Cardon  Cacti  predom¬ 
inated;  the  tall  plants,  some  nearly  thirty  feet  high,  towered  over  the  tangle  of 
scrub  desert  growth.  Nearly  all  plants  seemed  to  have  a  Cardon  Woodpecker  working 
busily  or  standing  guard,  or  we  would  see  Turkey  Vultures  sunning  themselves  on  the 
tall  "trees” .  Dozens  more  of  the  latter  were  constantly  circling  over  us,  waiting 
apparently  for  the  car  to  stall  and  for  us  to  die  of  starvation i  Audubon  Caracaras 
and  Ravens  were  also  numerous.  Mockingbirds  and  California  Shrikes  were  conspic¬ 
uous.  Cape  Gilded  Flickers,  found  in  a  restricted  region  of  Baja  California  from 
Cape  San  Lucas  northward  for  about  425  miles,  were  seen  flying  from  tree  to  tree, 
and  their  call  was  frequently  heard c  Eddie  said  they  call  them  "Carpinteros"  or 
Carpenters,  Sparrow  Hawks,  apparently  equally  at  home  in  the  diverse  environments 
found  between  green  pasture  lands  of  the  east  and  the  arid  cactus  forests  of  the 
lower  California  peninsula,  were  abundant,  as  v/ell  as  White-Winged  Doves  (LaPaloma), 
Inca  Doves,  Phainopeplas  and  California  Jays.  Several  unidentified  warblers  in¬ 
trigued  me  but  I  was  unable  to  get  a  good  look  at  them.  Several  hummingbirds  were 
seen  but  only  the  Black-shinned  afforded  identification.  Either  the  Arkansas  or 
its  sub-species,  the  West  Mexican  Kingbirds,  were  common.  The  more  rare  Black 
Vulture  was  occasional,  as  well  as  Roadrunners.  Coveys  of  San  Lucas  Quail  scurried 
across  the  road  in  front  of  the  car.  Osprey  were  seen  flying  overhead. 

Christmas  morning  we  rose  at  5  A.M.  to  go  with  Eddie  on  a  two  day  trip  to  Cabo 
San  Lucas  at  the  southernmost  tip  of  Lower  California.  We  spent  that  night  at 
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San  Jose  deL  .C<aboy  when*©'  we  stayed  at  a  truly  wonderful  hotel.  There  no 

wittdc <\rar  -  only  openings  without  glass,  but  with  doors  that  folded  shut.  The 
entrance  to  our  bedrooms  was  the  same  and  it  was  necessary  to  place  a  chair  in  front 
of  the  door  to  hold  it  shut.  Complete  lack  of  modern  conveniences  was  to  be  ex¬ 
pected,  Yrhile  the  floor  of  the  rooms  was  of  rough  planks  with  many  holes  through 
which  one  could  look  doYrn  into  the  rooms  below.  Some  of  these  holes  were  nailed 
shut  with  cardboard. 

While  we  waited  for  breakfast  on  December  26,  we  watched  Vultures  lined  up  on 
the  roofs  of  the  buildings  opposite.  Flocks  of  Brewer’s  Blackbifds  with  a  few 
Yellow-Headed  Blackbirds  also  perched  on  the  roof  tops. 

Later  on  our  way  to  Cabo  San  Lucas  we  stopped  at  a  fish  cannery,  which  was 
being  cleaned.  Here  we  saY/  an  American  Egret  and  a  Willet,  the  only  shorebird  I 
sav/  in  Lower  California.  Also  we  saw  BroY/n  Pelicans,  Cormorants,  Herring  Gulls, 
and  a  few  Yellow-logged  Gulls.  The  Yellow-legged  Gulls  are  one  of  the  rqrest  of 
$orth  American  sea  birds;  their  breeding  grounds  are  confined  to  bbe  Fulf  o£ 
California, 

After  a  brief  visit  to  the  lovely  sandy  beach  of  Cabo  San  Lucas  ?;e  started  the 
hundred  mile  trip  back  to  La  Paz,  We  regretted  that  most  of  this  journey  was  after 
dark.  A  Barn  Owl  flew  from  beside  the  car,  and  another  unidentified  smaller  ov;l 
appeared,  A  coyote  watched  us  for  a  time,  and  jackrabbits  scurried  across  the  road 
for  cover. 

The  next  morning  we  returned  again  to  this  weary  and  war  torn  world.  We  long 
again  for  La  Paz,  The  Peace.  That  name  is  the  keynote  of  our  sojourn  in  this 
Never-Never  Land. 

Mildred  E.  Baker 


CANADIAN  SHORE  OF  LAKE  ERIE 


The  Canadian  Shore  of  Lake  Erie  provides  many  good  birding  spots  -  particularly 
for  shore  birds.  In  the  following  notes  the  numbers  indicate  groups  of  birds  which 
are  typical  of  a  certain  habitats  1  -  deep  water;  2  -  shallow  water;  3  -  marsh; 

4  -  shore;  5  -  field;  6  -  thicket  and  woodland.  Letters  in  alphabetic  order 
indicate  the  rating  of  the  location  as  a  place  to  find  birds  (A  is  better  than  B, 

B  is  better  than  C,  etc.)  This  system  was  described  completely  in  the  December 
1950  Prothonotary. 


Erie  Beach  -  ID.  AC.  6B  -  The  old  amusement  park  grounds. 


Rose  Hill  and  Crescent  Beach  Area  -  4E.  6B  -  Mostly  private  property, 
shore  road.,  .  K..t .  .  .  ...  .  •  •. 


Follow  the 


Windmill  Point  -  AC,  6C  -  All  private  property. 

Yacht  Harbor-  AB  -  The  shore  near  the  first  point  east  of  Crystal  Beach.  The  road 
wouth  through  Ridgeway  comes  to  the  shore  at  this  point. 


Crystal  Beach  -  4B  -  The  shore  east  of  the  amusement  park. 

Point  Ablno  -  ID,  AC,  6B  -  All  private  property. 

•'  V  r>  V  ^  j  'V  '  •'  h  '■  V  I,  ^  ‘  ••  V  *:•*'  •  •  -f  V*  t-*"?  -r 

•  .  .  ■ 

Sherkston  Area  -  3D,  A F.  6F  -  Empire  Beach,  Elco  Beach,  the  Quarry,  and  the  marshes 
east  of  the  Quarry.  During  the  summer  season  there  is  an  admission  charge. 
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Many  wooded  or  .field  areas  back  from  the  shore  itself  are  sometimes  productive j 
One  deserves  mention. 

Cherry  Hill  -  5B  -  A  rather  indefinite  series  of  fields  near  the  Cherry  Hill  Golf 
Club,  north  of  Point  Abino. 

Several  of  the  locations  listed  above  are  on  private  property.  This  seems  a 
good  place  to  express  certain  principles  v/hieh  have  become  (heretofore  unwritten) 
policies  of  the  B.O.S.  and  of  birders  the  world  over: 

I  -  Don*t  pick  flowers  or  otherwise  depredate  property. 

II  -  Always  respect  private  property  and  the  wishes  of  its  owners. 

ill  *»>  Whenever  possible,  take  time  to  interest  the  owner  in  birds  and  birders, 

IV  -*  Always  so  conduct  yourself  that  on  future  trips  to  the  same  place,  you 
will  be  even  more  welcome. 


Ed  Seeber 


NEW  MEMBERS 


The  Society  welcomes  the  following  new  members: 

Miss  Syivia  Fell  -  1130  Etnmore  Avenue  -  Buffalo  23,  New  York 

Mrs,,  R.J.  Mclsaac  -  110  Timor  Street  -  Buffalo  11,  New  York 

Mrs,  W,  Hewitt  Bayley  -  134  West  Utica  Street  -  Buffalo  22,  New  York 


MEETINGS 


8  .‘00 


Regular  meetings  are  on  the 
r  ,„M«  sharp  in  the  Hui&bcldt 


second  and  fourth  Wednesdays  of  the  month  at 
Room  of  the  Buff all  Museum  of  Science, 


May  9  -  Flans  for  the  Spring  Census.  Leader:  Winston  Brockner.  Additional  program 
to  be  announced , 

May  23  -  Hawks  of  the  Northeastern  United  States „  Slide  and  motion  picture 
illustrations.  Speaker:  Heinz  Meng,  Cornell  University. 


FIELD  TRIPS 

Saturday  morning  bird  walks.  H.D.  Mitchell  and  B.  Nathan  will  lead  the  walks 
during  May.  Meet  at  Rumsey  Road  and  Windsor  Avenue  at  7:00  A.M.  every 
Saturday  to  June  2. 

Saturday  and  Sunday,  May  12  and  13  -  Pyma tuning  Reservoir  Trip  with  Buffalo 
Audubon  Society,  Visit  to  Presque  Isle  on  route.  Leader:  Richard  Byron 
(East  Aurora  6B-M--4.  or  M0.  2969).  Meet  at  Genesee  St.  side  of  City  Hall  at 
8 tOO  A.M. 

Sunday,  May  20  ~  Spring  Census®  Leader:  Winston  Brockner  (EL.  6888 )p  63  Ardmore 
Place,  Buffalo  13 ?  New  York, 

Sunday ,  May  27  -  Canadian  Shore  of  Lake  Erie  to  Dunnville.  Leader:  Bernard  Nathan 
(Gin  Oo75) ._  Meet_at  nhe  Peace  Bridge_at  7 : 00__A _ _ _ 

Please  mail  year  records  not  later  than  May  3  to  Mrs.  H.H.  Axtell,  301  W,  Utica  St. 

Buffalo,  22 ,  New  York 

Edij/jr  -  Ray  McCann,  429  Norwood  Avenue,  Buffalo  22,  New  York  (EL,  6l69) 

Treasurer  -  Elizabeth  Faul,  154  Woodward  Avenue,  Buffalo  14 >  N.Y.  (PA.  9365) 
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Published  Monthly  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society 


Buffalo*  Ndw  York 


THE  MONTH 

April’s  weather  was  mostly  cool  and  wet  with  springtime  temperatures  on  only 
a  few  days.  Yet  these  warm  days  were  all  that  was  needed  to  keep  10,000  Starlings 
from  the  gas  chamber.  Seems  as  though  the  Public  Works  Anti-pigeon  squad  received 
an  order  to  exterminate  the  birds  that  had  been  using  some  of  the  Pierce  Arrow 
plant  buildings  as  protection  from  the  elements.  After  the  first  round  of  carbon 
tetrachloride  failed,  the  Starlings  shifted  their  main  line  of  resistance  to  the 
surrounding  trees  encouraged  by  the  warm  weather.  The  leader  of  the  Starling 
brigade,  an  old  veteran  of  bush  warfare  named  MAC,  wisely  reflected,  n01d  Birds 
never  die,  they  just  fade  away.” 

Frequent  showers  with  some  snow  flurries  registered  24  days  of  the  month. 

Rural  areas  to  the  east  and  south  of  Buffalo  experienced  rather  heavy  Spring  snow¬ 
falls,  making  the  ground  so  wet  that  agricultural  operations  were  hampered.  It  was 
good  weather,  however,  for  Swans  and  Geese.  A  Spring-sized  thunderstorm  on  the 
25th  caused  a  power  failure  to  the  south  of  Buffalo,  But  even  worse,  it  postponed 
the  Bison  Baseball  opener,  and  the  players  spent  a  rainy  afternoon  in  the  clubhouse 
watching  movies  of  the  Baltimore  Orioles  during  Spring  Training. 

Bird  Arrivals  followed  the  normal  seasonal  pattern  for  the  month,  lagging 
’somewhat  near  the  end  of  the  month  when  no  largo  flights  of  early  warblers  mater¬ 
ialized  i  In  conclusion,  if  it  be  true  that  April  showers  bring  May  flowers,  we’re 
in  for  a  big  bloom  next  month.  Or  in  our  language,  judging  by  past  years’  obser¬ 
vations,  we’re  due  for  some  real  migrations. 

Robert  L,  Mansfield 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


*  indicates  first  report  of  the  year 
F  h  w  u  t»  ii  season 

Horned  Grebe  April  15  178 (max)  Niagara  Frontier  Seeber 

(131  Point  Abino,  Ont.,  5  separate  flocks,  one  with  55  birds) 
Red-neckcd  Grebe  April  1  1  Lighthouse  Pt., 

Lake  Chaut. 

Niagara  Gorge 
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n  15 


1 


Lenna 

Seeber 


* 


Red-necked  Grebe 

tt 

19-24 

1 

South  Park  L, 

Brockner,  Mitchell, 

Nathan  et  al 

»t 

28 

1 

Grand  Island 

Webster,  Moore 

D,-cr.  Cormorant 

ti 

29 

1 

tt  tt 

Thorpe 

tt 

30 

1 

Can, shore  of  L.Erie 

Windsor,  Graham, 

K.Praemassing  et  al 

*Green  Heron 

tt 

21F,29 

1,1 

Chaut,L.  Outlet, 

Riverside 

Lenna 

tt 

27 

2 

near  Wellsburg 

McMur try 

tt 

29 

2 

E.  Manitou  Rd, 

Seeber  (B.O.S.Trip) 

tt 

29 

1 

Smith’s  Mills 

Wright 

Amer.  Bittern 

tt 

8 

2 

F.N.Y.S.B.C.  Trip 

tt 

17 

1 

B  atavia 

Buckland 

tt 

18 

1 

Castile 

Thompson 

Whistling  Swan 

tt 

1,14 

154,1 

Chautauqua  L., 

Riverside 

Lenr." 

tt 

7 

50 

Chautauqua  Lake 

S undells 

tt 

8 

17 

F.N.Y.S.B.C.  Trip 

tt 

14 

6 

Rose  Hill 

Fisk 

tt 

14 

1 

Riverside 

Jurkowski 

tt 

18 

1 

Strawberry  Is, 

Seeber 

all  month 

2 

Cassadaga 

Stanley 

Canada  Goose 

April 

.  1 

1000 

Flying  over  Kenmore 

Schutrum  rep. Mitchell 

tt 

8 

6000 

Oak  Orchard 

F.N.Y.S.B.C.  Trip 

Blue  Goose 

tt 

3-22 

1 

Stafford’s  Pond 

Dugan, Mitchall, 

Kivett  et  al 

tt 

29 

1 

Lake  Ontario 

Seeber (B  ,0.S.  Trip) 

Gadwall 

tt 

1-27 

1-8 

Riverside 

Le  nna S  unde  11  s ,  P  owe  rs 

tt 

3 

4 

Dcpew 

Kivett 

Pintail 

tt 

3 

2200 

Buffalo  to  Olcott 

Dugan,  Mitchell 

Shoveller 

it 

3 

4 

East  Eden 

Melberg,  Griffin 

tt 

7 

2 

Chautauqua  Lake 

Sundells 

it 

8 

4 

Oak  Orchard 

F.N.Y.S.B.C.  Trip 

Sharp,-sh.  Hawk 

tt 

28 

25 (in  20  min,)  Wood lawn 

Axtells, Griffin, 

Crighton  et  al 

tt 

29 

700 

E,  Manitou  Rd. 

Seeber  (B.O.S.  Trip) 

Cooper’s  Hawk 

tt 

29 

6 

E,  Manitou  Road 

tt  tt 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

tt 

29 

40 

n 

tt  n 

Red-shouldered  Hawk 

tt 

29 

7 

Hilton 

it  tt 

#B road-wing  Hawk 

n 

27 

1 

Riverside 

R.H*  Sundell 

tt 

28 

700 (in 

20  min,)  Woodlawn 

Axtells,  Griffin 

Crighton  et  al 

it 

29 

2500 (max)  E,  Manitou  Rd, 

Seeber  (BeO.S.  Trip) 

Rough-leg,  Hawk 

tt 

29 

5 

tt 

r  tt 

^Golden  Eagle 

tt 

29 

1 

it 

it  tt 

Bald  Eagle 

tt 

8 

2 

F.N.Y.S.B.C.  Trip 

tt 

14 

1 

Rose  Hill 

Fisk 

tt 

lo 

1 

Strawberry  Is, 

Seeber 

tt 

26 

1 

Sinking  Ponds 

Creighton,  Bacon 

tt 

29 

4 

E,  Manitou  Rd. 

Seeber  (B.O.S.  Trip) 

Marsh  Hawk 

tt 

29 

15 

E.  Manitou  Rd. 

it  tt 

#0sprey 

tt 

8 

1 

Castile 

Thompson 

it 

23 

1 

Shongo 

McMurtry 

tt 

29 

12  (max) 

E.  Manitou 

Seeber  (B.O.S,  Trip) 

^Peregrine  Falcon 

it 

28 

1 

Woodlawn 

Axtell 

^P';  geon  Hawk 

tt 

29 

1 

E.  Manitou  Rd. 

Seeber  (B.O.S.  Trip) 

*Sora 

tt 

14 

1 

Riverside 

R .H .Sundell , Lenna , 

Powers ,  Jurkowski 
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'Florida  Gallinule 

April  29 

1 

E.  Manitou  Rd. 

Seeber  (B.O.S,  Trip) 

Upland  Sandpiper 

fi 

29 

1 

it 

tt  it 

^Spotted  Sandpiper 

it 

28 

1 

Jamestown 

Lenna 

it 

28 

1 

Stockton 

Stanley 

it 

29 

10 

several  loc. 

many  observers 

^Solitary  Sandpiper 

it 

28 

1 

Stockton 

Stanley 

it 

29 

1 

Frewsburg 

Wolcottsville 

R.H.  Sunde 11, McIntyre 

*Lesser  Yellow-legs 

it 

8 

1 

Andrle 

n 

17 

1 

East  Eden 

Cre ight on , Me lber g , 

Griffin 

^Pectoral  Sandpiper 

ti 

3 

1 

Wolcottsville  Sinks 

Mitchell 

ii 

8 

3 

Wolcottsville 

F.N.Y.S.B.C.  Trip 

Iceland  Gull 

ti 

2 

1 

Lower  Niagara  R, 

Klabundes 

n 

18 

1 

Am.Shore  of  L.Erie 

Brettle,  Creighton 

it 

18 

1 

Forest  Lawn  Cem, 

Seeber 

Kumlien's  Gull 

ii 

8 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

F.N.Y.S.B.C.  Trip 

^Common  Tern 

n 

19 

28 

Bflo.  Harbor 

Mitchell 

it 

21 

6 

Grand  Island 

Thrope  and  Class 

^Caspian  Tern 

n 

29 

2 

Near  Braddock^  Bay 

Seeber  (B.O.S.  Trip) 

Snowy  Owl 

it 

3 

1 

Fuhrmann  Dr. 

Mitchell,  Dugan 

^Chimney  Swift 

n 

22 

1 

Castile 

Thompsons 

n 

23 

1 

Riverside 

R.H.  S undell,  Lenna 

Tree  Swallow 

ii 

4 

6 

S.  Stockton 

Stanley 

it 

6,8 

1,5 

Riverside 

Sundells 

it 

9 

1000 (max)  Castile 

Thompson 

*Bank  Swallow 

it 

27 

2 

Riverside 

R.H.  Sundell  et  al 

*Rough-w.  Swallov; 

it 

22 

6 

S, Dayton,  Kent  Switch  Webster 

n 

22 

1 

Oak  Orchard 

Kivett 

it 

22,23 

2,5 

Kent's  Switch, 

Riverside 

Lenna 

*Barn  Swallow 

ti 

14 

4 

Riverside 

R.H. Sundell, Lenna, 

Powers,  Jurkowski 

it 

15 

1 

Brock*  s  Monument 

§eeber 

#Cliff  Swallow 

it 

30 

4 

Can .Shore  of  L.Erie 

Windsor , Emerson  et  al 

*Purple  Martin 

n 

11 

1 

Jamestown 

R.H.  Sundell 

ii 

18 

1 

Am. Shore  of  L.Erie 

Brettle,  Creighton 

#House  Wren 

ti 

28 

1 

Depew 

Kivett 

n 

29 

1 

Castile 

Brockner,  Thorpe, 

Maxwell 

Carolina  Wren 

it 

29 

1 

Irving 

Mitchell  et  al 

^Catbird 

it 

29 

2 

Harris  Hill 

Wendling 

it 

29 

1 

Lewiston 

Klabundes 

it 

29 

1 

Castile 

Thompson 

Brown  Thrasher 

n 

25F 

1 

near  Wellsville 

McMurtry 

ti 

26 

1 

Depew 

Kivett 

#Wood  Thrush 

ii 

28 

1 

Rose  Point,  Ont. 

Mitchell 

ii 

29 

1 

Jamestown 

Lenna 

Hermit  Thrush 

it 

8F 

1 

F.N.Y.S.B.C.  Trip 

ti 

8F 

1 

Lewiston 

Klabundes 

*Gnatcatcher 

n 

27 

3 

Riverside 

Jurkr  a-  ;.i 

it 

29 

4 

it 

Lenna 

it 

29 

2 

E.  Manitou  Rd. 

Seeber  (B.O.S.  Trip) 

it 

29 

1 

Taylor  Hollow 

Mitchell  et  al 

Ruby-cr.  Kinglet 

it 

23F 

1 

Riverside 

R.H.  Sundell,  Lenna 

Pipit 

ii 

15 
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MoNab,  Ont. 

Seeber 

migrant  Shrike 

it 

6 
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Queens ton,  Ont, 

Ax  tell,  Fudges,  York 

ti 

8 

5 

FsN.Y.S.B.C.  Trip 

Garbling  Vireo 

ti 

28 

1 

Delaware  Park 
(29) 

Nathan 

(vf  r  i  , *r 

' 

X 

IH  ?A 

olrrr  >XX.jO  b6ItoJ 

n 

X 

PS 

tocfXqMi  3 

BffrtsJ 

n  •  u 

n 

\\CC  2 

f 

'  1! 

'*'■  H'.'O  Y:  W 

' 

OX 

It 

XalaaJB 

rt 

TTeqXqbflfic  YniXXloS* 

.  •  i  V  ... 

•  f  i-;/  "  •  • J 

X 

PS 

tt 

■'  .  <  lA 

- !  ' 

X 

8 

: 

.  ••  "  :  •  V 

n  bv 

X 

VI 

« 

n IY, 

-  M-'i 

I 

£ 

■  •  -  ■'  ' '  •  -i  ■  in , 

'  • 

l 

€ 

?» 

"X 

■  ;  • 

l 

S 

•  :  •  ’  •  :  A  ■ 

X 

f  r 

ti 

"•  .  :•  ■ 

I 

*jr 

.  :r 

f 

' 

’ 

1  • 

s  • 

M 

XlxrO  cVaofli  crM 

'I'.'FM.  •  ’  .  • ; 

4* 

PX 

y*- 

: 

IS 

»! 

".  •  ••  * 

v*  '  V  ' 

s 

PS 

fl 

■  ■  .  ;•  ■  Vrt- 

-  •->  i  :  v. 

,  -  •  '  • 

r 

l 

£ 

X  X*  \  .:ba£ 

■■  "'V' .  ■ 

X 

,  t. 

X'i;vb  ,xr  *• 

:  • 

obtei&vifi 

I 

FS 

•» 

»  / 

T  .•  7  c 

d 

1 

n 

:iT 

M  •; 

-  -  v 

w 

Ik  tj^tO  xijO 

X 

•  *  w  ^4.  #  J  . »  ‘  «  t  i  J 

. 

A  /  r 

'  '  ' 

t  *  ’ 

t 

•  v  * 

•  5  i  '  . 

•  • 

'  .  •  ..  ..  .• 

A  1 

M 

if 

:.'O.C.r  ?r  imsfc?* 

htoio&tiA 

/  . 

-..•••  a 

•  .  •  •  ' 

X 

^X 

« 

riS*  J  ,  <'■  .  .  •;) 

A 

it 

vo  r.f 

■  •  .  •  .  ■:.& 

. 

f* 

X 

-  .  . 

n 

.v .  \* 

no $rl*yi  >*i 

J  ,  •U‘X*('t0 

• '  *1  \  J  v  ,  .  ' 

r 

At 

IT 

Cb  vtrjH 

•••  • •  i. 

r 

tl 

.  .  .  ro  ‘ 

• 

• 

•* 

•  '-tr  ‘ 

X 

vc. 

?;  ’’ 

la  & 

i’}'-  ; 

•  /  x 

<?£ 

If 

•  fj  v> 

:  \ 

•  < 

PS 

1- 

r>  r,  ,  -  ' 

i:  oXb ,  >J 

i 

PS 

tl 

r  ?  tri)ri 

. 

X 

PS 

II 

W  «  * 

:  •  • 

• 

I 

II 

...  '•  •  ' 

•J  V/i)I 

X 

<& 

■ 

Xlblf  H+i,i 

■ 

X 

If 

:rn  '  •.  f  >n„*' 

;■  n  >  J 

,  •  :  ■  .  1:  -  o 

I 

PS 

If 

qti  T  ,0 

i/x 

X 

% ; 

rf?  TT.*"1'  >  t  .iA'-H 

r,l  '.f  H 

■  '  <  '  .' 

X 

*5.8 

ff 

II 

£ 

•  l>h’ ■  vi.  “! 

£ 

VS 

If 

'•  . io-t  ..  ’••.r  ■ 

j:  j!€kI 

If 

N 

PS 

II 

V 

V  ' 

••  • 

PS 

fl 

J 

>  lI  .-'rtoliM 

svollol  T7. 

I  • 

fl 

1 

j  •  t  H 

t . .  ;  .  ;1 

x 

'n 

♦! 

*T  0  j  OC 

■ 

X 

n 

h  Fq 

w Id  yfi 

• 

I 

* 

’ 

qi'r T  .0 

...  .  v 

? 

8 

f1 

•  ’  ’! 

' 

l  .4 

♦ 

#Bl.&Wh.  Warbler 

April  28 

1 

Morgan1 s  Pt.,  Ont. 

Mitchell  .et  al 

^Nashville  Warbler 

tt 

28 

2 

Frewsburg 

R.H.  Sundell 

tt 

29 

1 

Riverside 

Lenna 

11 

29 

1 

Portland 

Mitchell  et  al 

bellow  Warbler 

11 

28 

2 

Chautauqua  L, Outlet 

Lenna 

n 

28,30 

8 

Frewsburg 

R.G.  Sundell, McIntyre 

Myrtle  Warbler 

n 

21F 

1 

Forest  Lawn 

Mitchell 

11 

21 

1 

Chaut.  L.  Outlet 

Lenna 

*Bl,-thr.Gr.  Warbler 

it 

28 

1 

Riverside 

it 

^Blackburn  Warbler 

tt 

29 

1 

Letchworth 

Brockners,  Thorpe, 
Maxwell 

*W.  Palm  Warbler 

ti 

23 

1 

Shongo 

McMurtry 

11 

28,29  3,1 

Lewiston 

Klabundes 

*La.  Waterthrush 

11 

28 

1 

Depew 

Kivett 

Red  Crossbill 

11 

26 

18 

Hamburg 

Griffin 

Pine  Siskin 

11 

6 

150  (max)  Frewsburg 

R.A.  Sundell 

Eastern  Towhee 

it 

2  OF 

1 

it 

R.H.  Sundell 

11 

22 

2 

Niagara  Falls 

B  ro  ckne  r , Nathan  ,B  y r on 

Savannah  Sparrow 

it 

8 

1 

Riverside 

Sundells 

tt 

8,13,3. 

,1 

Oak  Orchard, Jamestown  Lenna 

^Hens^ow’s  Sparrow 

11 

29 

1 

Harris  Hill 

Wendling 

11 

29 

2 

Letchworth 

Brockners,  Thorpe, 
Maxwell 

Vesper  Sparrow 

11 

8 

5 

F.N.Y.S.B.C.  Trip 

11 

18 

1 

James tovm 

Lenna 

Oregon  Junco 

it 

1-5 

1 

Lewiston 

Klabundes, Mitchell, 
Dugan 

^Chipping  Sparrow 

11 

5 

1 

Fredonia 

Stanley 

n 

20 

1 

Jamestown 

Lenna 

*Field  Sparrow 

11 

8 

1 

F;N.Y.S.B.C.  Trip 

* 

it 

10 

2 

East  Eden 

Melberg,  Griffin 

Wh.-th.  Sparrow 

ti 

9F 

1 

Chautauqua  Lake 

Sundells 

11 

23 

3 

James tovm 

Lenna 

Swamp  Sparrow 

n 

IF 

4 

Riverside 

11 

r 

ERRATA:  In  April  Prothonotarv. 

American  Widgeon  and  Oregon 

Junco  should  have  been 

starred  as  new  for  the 

year. 

Previous  total  (revised) 
New  species  for  April 


115 

44  (includes  D.Cr .Cormorant, 
Amer .Bittern,  Blue  Goose, 
Upland  Sandp.,  Tree 
Swallow,  Pipit,  Migrant 
Shrike,  Sav. Sparrow, 

Vesper  Sparrow  from  Spring 
_ Duck  Census) 


Total  to  date. 


159 


SPRING  DUCK  CENSUS 
April  1,  1950—  / 

110  Species  and  1  Subspecies  (Lesser  Canada  Goose) 

64*904  Individuals  including  17,776  Ducks 

4  New  Species  -  Double  Crested  Cormorant,  Pine  Siskin,  Red  Crossbill,  Oregon  Junco 
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Spring  Duck  Census  (conft.) 
TERRITORIES  AND  OBSERVERS 


A  -  Buffalo  Harbor  and  Canadian  Blvd.  to  Niagara  Falls  -  Savage .  Almendinger 
B  -  Niagara  River  -  Niagara  Falls  Ontario  to  Welland  -  Thorne,  Brockner, 

Tulinoffs,  Kivett" 

C  -  Bird  Island,  Niagara  River  to  Niagara  Falls  -  McCanns 

D  -  Niagara  River  (Fort  Niagara  to  Lewiston  ),  Hyde  Park,  Lewiston,  Bond  Lake, 
and  inland,  Wilson,  Lake  Ontqrio  and  shore  -  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Klabunde  &  Philip 
E  -  Lake  Erie  -  American  shore  to  Dunkirk  -  Braunberns 

F  -  Lake  Erie  -  Canadian  shore,  Ft.  Erie,  to  Port  Colborne  -  Gamble  Thill 

G  -  Lake  Erie  -  Canadian  shore,  Port  Colborne  to  Welland  -  Nathan,  Byron 

H  -  Sinks  -  Ulrichs.  Kelly,  Crowley 

I  -  Wolcotsville ,  Mitchell  et  al 
J  -  Java  and  Lime  Lakes  -  Cummiskevs 

K  -  Sandusky  Ponds  and  Swamp,  Crystal  Lake,  Eden  Pond  -  Brettl.es .  Creighton 
L  -  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  and  vicinity  -  Seeber.  Schaffner 

M  -  Kent  Switch,  East  Mud  Lake,  Silver  Creek  Reservoir  -  Webster.  Rosdhe 

N  -  Eckert  Road  Pond,  Hamburg,  Chestnut  Ridge  Park  Reservoir  -  John  &  Betty  New. 

Bacon 

0  -  Lake  LeRoy,  Nu  Lake,  Horseshoe  Lake,  Batavia  -  Pixie v 
P  -  Allegany  State  Park  -  Eschelraans 

Q  -  Grand  Island  -  South  end  -  Axtells 

R  -  Grand  Island  -  North  end  -  Emerson.  Fall,  Windsor,  Graham,  Praemassings 

S  -  Dunkirk,  Fredonia,  Cassadaga  &  Bear  Lake  areas  -  Dr.  &  Mrs,  Stanley.  Schober, 

Siegel,  DeLong 

T  -  Delaware  Park,  Forest  Lawn,  Lincoln  Park,  Williams ville  -  Wendling 
U  -  Riverside  Marsh,  Chautauqua  Lake,  Cassadaga  Creek  (Falconer  to  Ellery),  Lavant 

Three  Parties:  1.  Lenna .  Powers,  R.H.  Sundell 

2.  Hiller.  Ayrans,  Barkey 

3.  Olsen.  Parker,  Nelson,  Jurkowski 

V  -  Rochester  area  -  Kemnitzer .  Davis,  McKinney 

W  -  East  Aurora  area  -  Mr.  &  Mrs.  C.  Knox 

X  Niagara  Falls  -  Rogerson 

Y  -  Silver  Lake,  Castile,  Letchworth  Park  -  Griffins .  Melberg 

Z  -  Irving,  Smith  Mills  -  Wright .  Andrle 

*  indicates  first  report  of  the  year 


Common  Loon 
Red-necked  Grebe 

16 

2 

F,U 

Shoveller 

Wood  Duck 

24 

Horned  Grebe 

60 

Redhead 

535 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

27 

Ring-necked  Duck 

300 

#D.Cr.  Cormorant 

1 

S 

Canvas -back 

1,350 

Gr.  Blue  Her  or® 

47 

Greater  &  Lesser 

Scaup 

B.Cr.  Night  Heron 

29 

Amer . Golden-eye 

2,385 

#Amer.  Bittern 

1 

L 

Bufflehead 

162 

Whistling  Swan 

530 

Old  Squaw 

1,129 

Canada  Goose 

11,840 

Wht.w.  Scoter 

3 

Lesser  Can.  Goose 

1 

L 

Amer.  Scoter 

1 

Snow  Goose 

1 

L 

Ruddy  Duck 

23 

#Blue  Goose 

6 

L 

Hooded  Merganser 

60 

Mall ard 

256 

Amer. Merganser 

1,030 

Black  Duck 

405 

U,Z 

Red-br. Merganser 

1,076 

Gadwall 

5 

Turkey  Vulture 

18 

American  Widgeon 

563 

Sharp-sh.  Hawk 

6 

Pintail 

3,691 

Cooper1 s  Hawk 

5 

Green~w.  Teal 

17 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

54 

Blue-w.  Teal 

21 

(31)  Reci-sh.  Hawk 

75 

4,713 
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Rough-leg.  Hawk 
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Bald  Eagle 

5 

Marsh  Hawk 
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Sparrow  Hawk 

63 

Ruffed  Grouse 

3 

L,M,Y 

Pheasant 

294 

Coot 

717 

G  (125) 
U  (561) 

Killdeer 

441 

Woodcock 

1 

S 

Wilson7 s  Snipe 

28 

^Upland  Sandpiper 
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A 

Greater  Yellow-legs 

1 

U 

Glaucous  Gull 

1 

Q 

Iceland  Gull 

1 

V 

Gt.Black-b.  Gull 

31 

Q  (20) 

Herring  Gull 

2,969 

Ring.b.  Gull 

1,961 

Bonaparte !s  Gull 

177 

Rock  Dove 

89 

Mourning  Dove 

194 

Great  Horned  Owl 
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L 

Snowy  Owl 

1 

A 

Barred  Owl 

1 
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Belted  Kingfisher 

16 

Flicker 

47  . 

Pileated  Woodpecker 

2 

Yellow-b.  Sapsucker 

3 

Hairy  Woodpecker 

10 

Downy  Woodpecker 

74 

Phoebe 

28 

Prairie  Horn. Lark 

50 

*Tree  Swallow 

12 

Blue  Jay 

86 

Crow 

1,894 

Black-c.  Chickadee 

181 

Tufted  Titmouse 

1 

P 

Wht.Br.  Nuthatch 

24 

Red-br .Nuthatch 

1 

V 

Brown  Creeper 

30 

Winter  Wren 

3 

A,L 

Robin 

3,007 

Hermit  Thrush 

4 

S,V 

Bluebird 

120 

Golden-cr . Kinglet 

42 

*Pipit 

8 

Cedar  Waxwing 

111 

^Migrant  Shrike 

1 

S 

Starling 

6,239 

House  Sparrow 

1,735 

Meadowlark 

708 

Red-wing 

6,741 

Rusty  Blackbird 

86 

Crackle  : 

921 

Cowbird 

484  . 

Cardinal 

61 

Purple  Finch 

68 

Pine  Siskin 

82 

D, J,M, 
N(50),U,Y 

Goldfinch 

199 

Red  Crossbill 

33 

D,P  (31) 

White-w,  Crossbill  10 

Eastern  Towhce 

8 

^Savannah  Sparrow 

2 

N 

^Vesper  Sparrow 

2 

Q,Z 

Slate -col . Junco 

566 

Oregon  Junco 

1 

D 

Tree  Sparrow 

147 

Field  Sparrow 

2 

K,L 

Fox  Sparrow 

12 

Swamp  Sparrow 

18 

Song  Sparrow 

3,093 

Snow  Bunting 

40 

G 

The  temperature  ranged  from  36°  to  42°.  The  morning  was  cloudy  with  sunny 
intervals.  Rain  began  falling  about  noon  and  continued  through  the  afternoon 
causing  fog  and  mist  in  many  territories.  The  river  and  harbor  were  full  of  ice 
floes  making  excellent  hiding  places  for  the  ducks. 

A  total  of  64,904  individuals,  11 ^  oecies  and  1  subspecies  comprise  the 
total  count.  The  number  of  ducks,  17, 77b ?  has  taken  an  even  greater  drop  than  last 
year,  after  the  two  previous  high  years  1948  and  1949.  this  can  possibly  be 
accounted  for  by  the  ice  floes  in  the  river  and  the  harbor  plus  fog  and  rain. 
Golden-eye  and  Old  Squaw  continued  their  high  records  of  last  year  and  Scaup 
reached  a  new  high.  Canvas-back  had  a  slight  drop  as  did  Pintail,  Bufflehead  and 
Mergansers. 


Swan,  Coot,  Killdeer,  Great  Black-backed  Gull,  BlueJay  and  Hawks,  especially 
Red-Shouldered  had  the  highest  number  ever  recorded  for  each  species.  The  large 
number  of  Hawks  was  due  to  a  migration,  observed  along  Lake  Ontario, 

Eugenia  Praemassing,  Leader 
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NEW  MEMBERS 


The  Society  welcomes  the  following  new  members: 

Mr.  H.  Everett  Clements  -  49  Stoneham  Road  -  Rochester  10,  New  York 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Herman  K.  Heussler  -  Bridgewood  -  East  Aurora,  New  York 
Miss  Lena  Turner  -  210  Delaware  Avenue  -  Buffalo  2,  New  York 

MEETINGS 


Wednesday,  June  13 
Wednesday,  June  27 


Picnic  meeting  at  Fort  Erie  (Old  Fort  Grounds),  Meet  at 
Peace  Bridge  at  6:00  P.M. 

Picnic  meeting  at  Como  Park*  Meet  at  the  Park  at  7:00  P.M. 


FIELD  TRIPS 


Sunday,  June  10 

Sunday,  June  17 
Sunday,  June  24 


Lyndonville  (Sanctuary  of  W. A.  Smith).  Leader:  Wm.  C,  Vaughan 
(PA.  0384).  Leave  at  7:30  A.M.  Main  St.  and  City  Line.  Meet 
the  Burroughs  Audubon  Society  of  Rochester  at  the  Sanctuary. 
Gull  Island,  Leaders:  Don  Gamble  (UN.  1284).  Meet  at  Peace 
Bridge  at  7:00  A.M. 

Bergen  Swamp.  Leader:  Ed  Ulrich  (PA.  8896).  Leave  at 
7:00  A.M.  -  Main  St,  and  City  Line. 


■  NOTE 

Help  preserve  the  Birds  of  Prey.  A  little  post  card  goes  a  long  way.  A 
packet  of  eight  attractive  hawk  post  cards  at  $.25  and  sheets  of  hawk  stamps  at 
$.10  may  be  obtained  at  B.O.S.  meetings  or  from  Miss  Heather  Thorpe  at  the  Buffalo 
Museum  of  Science. 

Robert  F.  Andrle 


BREEDING  RECORDS 

The  Research  Committee  is  anxious  to  receive  all  breeding  records  for  1951. 
Breeding  record  cards  can  be  obtained  by  mail  upon  request  to  Bernard  Nathan,  or 
they  can  be  obtained  at  B.O.S.  meetings.  Please  send  your  records  to  Bernard 
Nathan,  224  Elmwood  Avenue,  Buffalo  22,  New  York. 


RECORDS 


Please  mail  your  May  records  not  later  than  June  3,  to  Mrs.  H.H.  Axtell, 

301  West  Utica  St.,  Buffalo  22,  N.Y. 

Mail  vour  June  records  not  lat&r  than  July  2  to  Art  Schaffner.  170  Laurel  St . , 
Buffalo  8,  New  York. 

Mail  your  July  records  not  later  than  August  3  to  Mrs.  H.H,  Axtell,  301  7/est 
Utica  St.,  Buffalo  22,  Mew  York. 

Editor  -  Ray  McCann,  429  Norwood  Avenue,  Buffalo  22,  New  York  (EL.  6169) 
Treasurer  -  Elizabeth  Faul,  154  Woodward  Avenue,  Buffalo  14,  New  York  (PA.  9365) 
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Published  Monthly  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society 

Buffalo.  New  York 


THE  MONTH 

May  was  marked  by  mostly  pleasant,  seasonable  weather  with  sunshine  consider¬ 
ably  above  normal  but  with  temperatures  for  the  first  two  weeks  slightly  below  the 
average.  Except  for  four  days,  rain  occurred  mostly  as  light  and  scattered 
showers.  The  record  high  temperature  of  85°  was  equalled  on  the  19th.  Light  frost 
occurred  on  the  6th,  13th,  and  14th.  The  big  land  movement  of  birds  occurred  on 
the  15th,  16th  and  17th,  possibly  pushed  along  by  the  first  sustained  south  winds 
of  the  month.  Otherwise  migration  spaced  itself  rather  evenly,  slowly  unfolding 
right  up  to  the  31st.  No  one  seemed  in  any  particular  hurry  to  get  here  except  two 
’’Earlybird”  Egrets  reported  from  Derby  on  the  11th.  Our  persistent  Crossbill 
visitors  from  the  North  received  an  extension  of  their  visas  and  were  seen  all 
during  the  month  at  various  points  especially  Hamburg  Cemetery.  The  Prothonotary’ s 
of  Oak  Orchard  lineage,  after  which  this  Bulletin  takes  its  title,  made  their  first 
appearance  on  May  13th.  Just  for  the  record  there  were  246  Heating  degree  days  for 
the  month,  a  departure  of  -  105  from  normal  and  a  factor  I’m  sure  had  nothing  to  do 
with  the  Aurora  Borealis  on  the  1st  and  2nd. 

Robert  L.  Mansfield 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


*  indicates  first,  report 

of  the 

year 
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it  tt 

season 

Red-necked  Grebe 

May  12 

1 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Axtells , Nathan, Seeber 

Thorpe 

Horned  Grebe 

tt 

27L 

1 

Niagara  Gorge 

Heilborn 

*Amer.  Egret 

t» 

11 

2 

Derby 

Braunberns 

#Least  Bittern 

it 

16 

1 

Tifft  Street 

Braunberns 

*Amer.  Brant 

tt 

10 

4 

Pt.  Abino,  Ont. 

Schaffner 

n 

11 

1 

Chautauqua  Lake 

Sundells 

YJood  Duck 

it 

12 

1 

Delaware  Park  L. 

Schaffner 

Buffle-head 

ti 

27L 

1 

Can.  shore  of 

Lake  Erie 

Nathan  et  al 

Ruddy  Duck 

it 

27 

2 

Mud  Lake,  Ont, 

n 

Hooded  Merganser 

ti 

20L 

1 

Riverside 

Lenna 

Sharp-sh.  Hawk 

April  29 

35 

Derby 

Braunberns 
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Cooper's  Hawk  April  29  6  Derby  Braunberns 

Broad-wing  Hawk  "  29  150  "  " 

(Hawk  Flight  between  12:30  P.M*  -  2  P.M.) 


"Virginia  Rail  May 

1 

1 

Dunnville  Marsh,0nt, 

Nathan  et  al 

"Ringed  Plover 

If 

27 

13 

Can.  shore  of  Lake  Erie  " 

"Black-bell,  Plover 

fl 

27 

1 

Rockhouse  Ft.*,  Ont, 

ii 

"Ruddy  Turnstone 

It 

26 

29 

Rockhouse  Ft . ,  Ont . 
and  vicinity 

Lenna 

II 

30 

24 

Rose  Hill,  Ont. 

Fisk 

It 

31 

14 

End  of  Bflo.Rd. Can. 

Mathews,  Moryes 

"Hudsonian  Curlew 

If 

26 

5 

Pt.Abino,  ^nt. 

Lenna 

II 

27 

21 

Can,  shore  of  Lake  Erie  IJathan  et  al 

II 

30 

6 

Rose  Hill,  Ont. 

Fisk 

It 

31 

7 

End  of  Bflo.Rd,,  Can, 

Mathews,  Moryes? 

"Knot 

II 

31 

15 

it 

it  it 

"W  . -rump. Sandpiper 

II 

27 

2 

Windmill  Pt.,  Ont, 

Nathan  et  al 

"Least  Sandpiper 

It 

10 

1 

Pt.  Abino,  Ont, 

Schaffner 

"Red-bkd .Sandpiper 

It 

26 

1 

it 

Lenna 

It 

27 

2 

Can.  shore  of  Lake  Erie  Nathan  et  al 

II 

31 

9 

End  of  Bflo.Rd.,  Can, 

Mathews,  Moryes 

"Semipalm. Sandpiper 

ft 

10 

1 

Cresent  Beach,  Ont. 

Schaffner 

Glaucous  Gull 

11 

15L 

1 

Niagara  River 

Axtell,  Beardslee 

"Black  Tern 

II 

5,7 

1,2 

Riverside 

R.H.  Sundell 

It 

12 

1 

Stillson's  Pond 

McMurtry  et  al 

"Yellow-b.  Cuckoo 

11 

19 

1 

Lewiston 

Klabundes 

"Black-b,  Cuckoo 

It 

11 

1 

James town 

Lenna 

Short-eared  Owl 

It 

12 

3 

Grand  Island 

Thorpe 

"Whip-poor-will 

It* 

1 

1 

Lewiston 

Klabundes 

"Nighthawk 

II 

15 

1 

Buffalo 

Axtell,  Beardslee 

"Hummingbird 

It 

8 

1 

Jamestown 

Jurkowski 

"Kingbird 

II 

5 

1 

Lakewood 

Lenna 

"Crested  Flycatcher 

It 

1 

1 

Hamburg  to  Taylor 
Hollow 

Melberg 

"Yell ow-b , F ly ca t che r  " 

17 

1 

Delaware  Park 

Mitchell,  Hall 

11 

18 

1 

Eewiston 

Klabundes 

"Acadian  Flycatcher 

II 

30 

1 

Irving 

Brockner,  Nathan, 
Kemnitzers  et  al 

"Alder  Flycatcher 

II 

16 

1 

Derby 

Braunberns 

"Least  Flycatcher 

11 

1 

10 

Frewsburg 

R.H.  Sundell 

"Wood  Pewee 

II 

6 

1 

Ft .Erie  to  Elco  Beach, 
Ontario 

Emerson,  Windsor, 
Faul 

"Olive-s .Flycatcher 

It 

16 

1 

Derby 

Braunberns 

II 

26 

1 

Lyndonville 

Brockner,  McCanns 

11 

27 

1 

Allegany  St.  Park 

Knight , Lilly , Webs ter 

Brown  Creeper 

ft 

17L 

1 

Lewiston 

Klabundes 

Winter  Wren 

It 

15 

1 

Niagara  Glen 

Axtell,  Beardslee 

Carolina  Wren 

11 

15 

1 

Niagara  Frontier 

it  it 

II 

26 

2 (nesting)  Pt.Abino,  Ont. 

Lenna 

II 

30 

1 

Irving 

Brockner, Nathan, 
Seeber 

"Long-b,  Marsh  Wren 

II 

12 

1 

Dunnville  Marsh,  Ont, 

Ax tells, Nathan, 
Thorpe,  Seeber 

"Short-b. Marsh  Wren 

If 

20 

7 

Frewsburg 

Lenna 

"Olive-b,  Thrush 

It 

6 

1 

Derby 

Brockner,  Byron 

"Gray-ch,  Thrush 

It 

16 

1 

Jamestown 

Lenna 

It 

17 

1 

Rose  Hill 

Schaffner 

II 

19 

1 

Riverside 

R.K.  Sundell 

"Veery 

II 

9 

1 

Cresent  Beach,  Ont, 
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B 1 . gr .Gnatcatcher 

tl 

3 

3 

Riverside 

R.H.  Sundell 

II 

5 

4(nest) 

ii 

ii  n 

II 

6,19,20  2 

it 

Lenna 

*Yellow-th.  Vireo 

ft 

3 

1 

Jamestown 

it 

^Solitary  Vireo 

II 

1 

1 

Hamburg  to  Taylor  Hollow  Melberg 

#Re d-eyed  Vireo 

IT 

8 

1 

Lewiston 

Klabundes 

# Philadelphia  Vireo 

It 

16 

1 

Delaware  Park 

Axtell,  Schaffner 

II 

18,19 

2,1 

Jamestown,  Riverside 

Lenna 

fcProthon* y .Warbler 

II 

13 

2 

Oak  Orchard 

Brockners,Tulinoffs 

tl 

15 

1 

Tifft  Street 

Braunberns 

*Golden-w.  Warbler 

It 

12 

1 

Ont. -Cayuga 

Klabundes 

It 

17 

2 

Taylor  Hollow 

Brettle, Bacon, 
Melberg 

II 

20 

7 

Bone  Run 

Lenna 

#Blue-w.  Warbler 

II 

12 

4 

Taylor  Hollow 

Axtells,  Thorpe, 
Nathan,  Seeber 

It 

19 

1 

Derby 

Braunberns 

If 

19,20 

3,11 

Riverside,  Bone  Run 

Lenna 

II 

3° 

18 (max) 

Taylor  Hollow 
Versailles 

Brockner,  Seeber, 
Nathan 

*Brewster‘s  Warbler 

II 

5 

1 

Riverside 

R.H.  Sundell 

II 

15 

1 

Frewsburg 

ti  ti 

If 

20 

1 

Letchworth  Park 

Klabundes 

II 

20 

1 

Onoville 

Lenna 

^Tennessee  Warbler 

II 

3 

3 

Jamestown 

it 

*0range-cr.  Warbler 

11 

10 

1 

Thunder  Bay,  Ont, 

Schaffner 

#Parula  Warbler 

11 

9 

2 

Hamburg 

Melberg,  Griffin 

' 

It 

10 

1 

Delaware  Park 

Mitchell,  Hall 

^Magnolia  Warbler 

II 

1 

1 

a. 

Depew 

Kivett 

#Cape  May  Warbler 

tl 

8 

1 

Jamestown 

Lenna 

*Bl0-thr.  Bl,  Warbler 

"  6 

1 

Erie  Beach 

Emerson,Faul, 

Windsor 

^Cerulean  Warbler 

11 

12 

1 

Point  Abino 

Axtells,  Seeber, 
Nathan,  Thorpe 

#Chestnut-s,  Warbler  n 

1 

1 

Hamburg  to  Taylor  Hollow  Melberg 

*Bay-br.  Warbler 

It 

15 

15  (ma^) 

Niagara  Frontier 

Axtell,  Beardslee 

tl 

15 

1 

Delaware  Park 

Mitchell,  Hall 

#B lack-poll  Warbler 

II 

15 

1 

Lewiston 

Klabundes 

*Prairie  Warbler 

tl 

15,16, 

17  1 

Forest  Lawn 

Nathan  et  al 

# Oven-bird 

If 

1 

1 

Hamburg  to  Taylor  Hollow  Melberg 

#Nor.  Waterthrush 

II 

5 

1 

Lewiston 

Klabundes 

^Mourning  Warblor 

ft 

13 

3 

Chant;  Lake  Outlet 

Lenna 

#Com.  Yellowthroat 

It 

12 

1 

Taylor  Hollow 

Axtells,  Nathan, 
Seeber,  Thorpe 

*Yellow-br.  Chat 

11 

18 

1 

Orchard  Park 

Wander 

It 

19 

1 

Sinking  Ponds 

Nathan  et  al 

^Hooded  Warbler 

11 

12 

1 

Taylor  Hollow 

Axtells,  Seeber, 
Thorpe,  Nathan 

#B 1 . -capped  Warbler 

II 

8 

1 

Tifft  Street 

Braunberns 

^Canada  Warbler 

11 

5 

1 

Riverside 

R.H.  Sundell 

#Red start 

n 

1 

1 

Hamburg  to  Taylor  Hollow  Melberg 

#B obolink 

it 

2 

1 

Depew 

Kivett 

^Baltimore  Oriole 

it 

1 

1 

Fredonia 

Stanley 

#S car let  Tanagor 

n 

1 

1 

Depew 

Kivett 

*Rose-br.  Grosbeak 

it 

5 

1 

Riverside 

R.H.  Sundell 

#Inaiago  Bunting 

it 

9 

1 

Rose  Hill 

Schaffner 

Red  Crossbill 

it 

3 

40 

Hamburg  Cemetery 

Creighton,  Griffin, 

Melberg 
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Red  Crossbill  May  5 

5 

Derby 

Mitchell 

"  12 

8 

Sugarloaf,  Ont. 

Axtells,  Thorpe, 
Seeber,  Nathan 

"  13 

12 

Port  Colborne,  Ont 

.  Neff 

"  30 

8 

Hamburg  Cemetery 

Brockner,  Seeber, 
Nathan,  Kemnitzers* 

White-w.  Crossbills 

"  3 

12 

Hamburg  Cemetery 

Creighton, Melberg, 
Griffin 

"  15 

12 

n  it 

Axtell,  Beardslee 

»  30 

2 

it  ti 

Brockner,  Nathan, 
Seeber,  Byron, 
Kemnitzers1 

#Wh,-cr.  Sparrow 

"  5 

"  6 

2 

30 

Riverside 

Ft .Brie  to  Elco 
Beach,  Ont, 

R.H.  Sundell 

Faul,Emersnn, 

Windsor 

Wh.-th,  Sparrow 

"  27L 

2 

Erie  Beach,  Oht. 

Woldman,  Schaffner 

^Lincoln  Sparrow 

»  10 

3 

Can.  shore  of  Lake 

Erie  Schaffner 

Previous  Total  159 
New  species  for  May  67 
Total  to  Date  226 


This  list  does  not  include  new  species  for  the  year  from  the  Spring  Census  on 
May  20,  1951. 


A  FOUR  WAY  BATTLE 


It  is  not  unusual  to  see  individual  birds  making  attacks  on  other  species 
which  happen  to  pass  nearby,  especially  when  the  invader  is  a  predator.  The 
following  observation  seems  to  be  the  most  complex  and  determined  series  of  attacks 
I  have  ever  witnessed  and  is  especially  notable  in  that  it  is  virtually  certain  that 
none  of  the  birds  involved  were  on  their  nesting  territory. 

At  about  5:00  P.M.  on  April  6th,  1950,  my  wife  and  I  noticed  two  Rough-legged 
Hawks  over  a  field  along  Ransom  Road,  Grand  Island.  One  was  a  rather  light 
individual,  the  other  very  dark.  The  two  were  flying  around  at  about  tree  top 
level  in  a  rather  hap-hazard  manner.  After  a  minute  or  so  the  dark  one  disappeared 
into  the  woods  behind. 

There  were  about  twenty  Crows  around.  Four  sat  together  in  the  field.  Three 
or  four  more  were  scattered  in  the  field  while  about  twelve  were  perched  all  in  one 
lone  tree  which  stands  by  the  edge  of  the  field. 

Soon  after  the  dark  Rough-log  disappeared,  a  Marsh  Hawk  in  adult  female 
plumage  came  along  and  immediately  flev;  at  the  light  Rough-leg  with  unusual  ferocity. 
After  a  few  such  attacks  this  Rough-leg  flew  across  the  road  and  perched  in  a  tree 
well  away  from  the  scene  of  action.  The  Marsh  Hawk  then  wheeled  and  dived  at  the 
four  Crows  in  the  field.  The  first  dive  brought  no  discernible  response,  and  the 
Marsh  Hawk  made  ready  to  try  again.  At  this  time  the  dark  Rough-leg  reappeared  and 
dived  very  determinddly  at  the  Marsh  Hawk,  which  dodged  and  eluded  him.  The  two 
Hawks  proceeded  to  attack  each  other  and  all  the  Crows  on  the  ground  in  rapid, 
twisting  flights.  The  Crows  in  the  field  took  to  the  air,  and  Crow  attacking 
closely  each  hawk.  The  Marsh  Hawk  deftly  outmaneuvered  its  pursuer  and  almost 
grabbed  the  Crow*s  tail,  but  the  Crow  escaped  by  "springing"  upward.  The  Marsh 
Hawk  then  did  a  most  unusual  thing.  It  flew  straight  at  the  Crows  in  the  tree  and 
came  through  the  branches;  at  one  point  it  turned  sideways  (that  is  with  its  out¬ 
stretched  wings  held  in  a  plane  perpendicular  to  the  ground  level,  which  is  very 
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nearly  flat  here)  to  avoid  striking  branches  or  twigs.  This  attack  put  all  the 
crows  in  the  air.  The  dark  Rough-leg  power-dived  on  tho  Marsh  Hawk  as  he  came  out 
of  the  tree,  but  the  Harrier  again  eluded  him.  At  this  point,  a  Short-eared  Owl, 
which  had  beon  approaching,  was  overhead  and  the  three  raptors  made  passes  at  the 
Crows ,  The  twenty-odd  Grows  flew  off  into  the  woods  nearby  at  full  speed.  This 
is,  I  believe,  the  only  time  I  have  ever  seen  a  flock  of  crows  intimidated  and 
driven  off  by  larger  birds. 

With  the  Crows  gone  the  battle  picked  up.  The  Marsh  Hawk  and  Rough-leg  con¬ 
tinued  to  wheel,  quarter,  and  rush  at  each  other,  both  keeping  low.  The  Owl  was 
above  most  of  the  time  and  spent  its  time  diving  at  one  or  the  other  and  rising  to 
dive  again.  The  Marsh  Hawk  never  attacked  the  Owl,  perhaps  because  it  never  seemed 
to  be  in  a  position  to  do  so,  but  the  Rough-leg  made  one  serious  rush  at  the  Owl 
and  forced  it  to  dodge  and  lose  altitude.  After  a  few  minutes  the  Harrier  flew 
off,  followed  for  about  150  yards  by  the  Rough-leg.  They  left  the  Owl  as  a  doubt¬ 
ful  victor  in  the  fray.  The  Rough-leg  re crossed  the  field,  but  another  Short-ear 
was  approaching  and  the  original  one  flew  to  meet  it,  thereby  ignoring  the  Rough- 
leg.  The  entire  period  of  active  battles  lasted  very  close  to  twenty  minutes.  For 
the  next  fifteen  minutes  tho  two  Rough-legs  and  eight  Short-eared  Owls  flew  about 
over  nearby  fields  apparently  in  peaceful  association.  During  this  period,  no 
Marsh  Hawk  and  only  a  few  fast  flying  Crows  were  to  be  seen. 

From  size  comparison,  I  believe  the  light  Rough-leg  was  a  female  and  the  dark 
one  waw  a  male.  Possibly  these  two  were  paired,  although  the  dark  bird  remained 
well  into  May.  None  of  the  birds  involved  made  any  further  attempt  to  defend  that 
particular  bit  of  territory  that  day,  and  none  were  observed  to  do  so  later. 

Perhaps  the  most  amazing  thing  about  the  entire  skirmish  was  the  amount  of 
dash,  maneuverability  and  spirit  shown  by  the  dark  Rough-leg.  This  heavy-appearing 
Buteo,  which  as  a  species  often  seems  slow,  sluggish,  and  tame,  was  able  to  outfly 
all  the  Crows  and  to  match  speed  and  skill  with  the  most  dashing  flight  I  have  ever 
seen  a  Marsh  Hawk  display. 

One  can*t  help  wondering  what  physiological  stimuli  prompted  such  a  display 
in  a  wintering  area  shortly  before  the  normal  nesting  period  of  these  ppecies. 

E.L.  Seeber 


INDIAN  COUNTRY  (Cattaraugus  Type) 

This,  the  fifth  in  a  series  of  articles  describing  some  of  the  places  where 
birds  are  found  within  our  area,  concerns  a  rather  loosely  defined  area  within  or 
somewhat  near  the  Cattaraugus  Indian  Reservation.  Numbers,  as  in  past  articles, 
refer  to  types  of  birds  typical  of  certain  habitats;  6  represents  thicket  and 
woodland  birds.  Rating  letters,  in  alphabetical  order,  indicate  the  value  of 
birding  locales  in  decreasing  order  (A  is  better  than  B,  etc.).  This  system  was 
explained  in  the  Dec.  1950  issue* 

IRVING  -  6B  -  This  area  includes  both  the  island  at  the  mouth  of  Cattaraugus 
Creek  and  the  brushy  woodlands  between  Lake  Erie  and  the  Lake  Shore  Road,  north  of 
the  creek. 

VERSAILLES  -  6B  -  This  village  is  right  in  the  center  of  the  Reservation. 
When  you  approach  from  the  north,  cross  the  bridge  over  Cattaraugus  Creek  and  take 
the  road  immediately  to  the  right.  Almost  anywhere  along  this  road,  about  three 
miles  all  told,  the  birding  might  be  good.  Beyond  the  end  of  the  road,  across  a 
small  pasture,  runs  a  small  creek  where  such  birds  as  Louisiana  IVater-Thrushes  may 
be  found,  (38) 
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TAYLOR  HOLLOW  -  6B  -  This  hollow  is  north  of  Gowanda  along  the  eastern 
edge  of  the  Reservation.  As  $cu  drive  along  Route  #62  from  Hamburg,  turn  right 
just  south  of  Lawtons  onto  Taylor  Hollow  Road,  The  hollow  itself  lies  between  the 

two  hills  along  this  road, 

\ 

GOWANDA  WOODS  -  6C  -  These  woods  are  across  Taylor  Hollow  Road  from  the 
Gowanda  State  Hospital,  Here  are  many  magnificent  tall  trees, 

ZOAR  VALLEY  -  6B  -  This  valley  is  along  Cattaraugus  Creek  between  Gowanda 
and  Springvillo ,  There  are  many  fine  wooded  areas  in  this  region,  some  virtually 
unknown,  Tho  Alexander  Preserve  of  Tho  Nature  Sanctuary  Society  on  the  south  side 
of  the  main  Zoar  Valley  road  seems  representative  of  the  region * 

BOGS  in  general  -  6G  -  Many  northern  bogs  lie  in  the  uplands  in  this 
general  area  and  eastward.  While  those  we  have  worked  have  shown  a  rather  low 
density  of  bird  life,  certain  interesting  species  have  been  found.  These  bog3  still 
seem  a  most  likelj  place  to  look  for  new  bird  species  of  northern  affinities, 

E,L.  Secber 


NET.  MEMBER 

The  Society  welcomes  Miss  Helen  Crowley,  76  Benwood  Avenue,  Buffalo  14,  N.Y, 


MEETINGS 


The  Society  will  have  no  meetings  in  July  and  August,  The  next  meeting  will 
be  on  Wednesday,  September  12th,  1951# 


FIELD  TRIPS 


Sunday,  July  15  -  Shore  Acres,  Leader:  Edward  Seeber  (RI.  8739),  Meet  at  Main 

and  Kenmore  at  7:30  A,M. 

Sunday,  July  29  -  Canadian  Shore  of  Lake  Erie.  Leader:  Mary  Louise  Emerson 

(LI.  0067),  Meet  at  the  Peace  Bridge  at  7:30  A.M, 

FTFTH  ANNUAL  SHORE  BIRD  COUNT  -  SUNDAY,  AUGUST  5 

For  the  past  four  years  tho  B.O.S.  Shore  Bird  Project  has  met  with  progress¬ 
ively  increasing  success.  We  have  now  come  to  the  fifth  and  last  year  of  the  pro¬ 
ject  as  originally  started.  Needless  to  say  the  entire  membership  should  feel  a 
responsibility  to  make  this  count  a  real  success. 

Briefly  here  is  what  is  desired  in  terms  of  personnel:  (l)  ten  leaders  capable 
of  positively  identifying  each  shorebird  Within  that  area,  (2)  car  and  driver  for 
each  group,  (3)  persons  in  each  group  who  will  keep  track  of  species,  numbers,  and 
locations  of  birds,  and  (4)  many  other  interested  (and  interesting)  persons  to  come 
along,  augment  the  various  groups  and  generally  help  wherever  and  whenever  needed. 
Since  this  list  includes  all,  please  set  this  date  aside  and  plan  to  take  part  in 
this  survey.  We  will  start  between  6  and  8  A.M,  and  finish  the  project  itself 
before  noon.  Bring  a  picnic  lunch  and  jioin  the  group  for  a  fine  get-together 
followed  by  an  afternoon  of  pleasant  birding.  Will  all  who  plan  to  attend  please 
call  mo  at  RI,  8739  well  in  advance  of  August  5th. 


(39) 


E,L.  Seeber 
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A  FOX  IN  A  CROW’S  NEST 

—  tnmtm  mw  "■■■  ■  nn  n  ■«m  . .  ■  » 


On  our  B.O.S.  Grand  Island  trip  March  18,  under  Heather  Thorpe's  leadership, 
we  had  a  most  unusual  experience.  Something  bulky  was  filling  a  large  bird  nest, 
presumably  a  crow  nest,  located  nearly  25  foet  up  in  one  of  the  small  trees  in  our 
beloved  ’'Thorn  thicket”,  close  to  the  road  and  near  the  start  of  the  path.  We  soon 
identified  it  as  a  Gray  Fox.  We  had  a  fine  thick  gray  fur  and  a  reddish-brown 
ruff  around  the  neck.  Ho  was  curlod  up  in  the  nest  and  his  head  rested  on  the  end 
of  his  tail.  The  fox  kept  very  still  but  his  ears  trembled  as  he  watched  us  with 
almost  closed  eyes.  It  was  a  beautiful  sight  for  nearly  15  minutes. 

As  we  all  gradually  collected  around  the  tree  trying  to  figure  out  how  it  was 
possible  for  him  to  climb  to  his  sunny  and  dry  resting  place,  he  could  not  take  it 
any  longer.  He  stood  up,  took  a  quick  jump  to  the  ground,  and  after  a  moment’s 
recovery  from  the  impact  he  darted  away  as  fast  as  he  was  able  into  the  wood  and 
across  the  highway,  his  long  bushy  tail  flying  behind  him. 

Axel  Heilborn 


CERULEAN  WARBLER 


The  Cerulean  Yifarbler  is  a  fairly  common  breeder  in  many  parts  of  our  area.  It 
prefers  wet  elm  and  oak  woods  with  large  trees.  As  a  breeder  this  species  is 
distributed  throughout  the  Canadian  part  of  our  area,  Niagara,  Orleans,  Genesee, 
and  Monroe  Counties,  and  the  low  parts  of  Chautauqua  and  Erie  Counties  as  far 
inland  as  Taylor  Hollow.  This  warbler  has  not  been  reported  from  the  other 
counties,  but  it  probably  can  be  found  in  proper  habitat.  Perhaps  our  field  work 
this  year  will  give  us  more  information. 

Bernard  Nathan 


AUDUBON  STAMPS 


John  James  Audubon  was  one  of  the  first  Americans  to  express  concern  about  the 
depletion  of  our  native  wildlife .  He  inspired  the  birth  of  the  conservation 
movement  in  America.  Audubon  died  on  January  27,  1851  after  completing  the  435 
paintings  for  fcds  "Birds  of  America”. 

Some  of  these  paintings  have  been  reproduced  in  full  color  on  stamps  to 
commemorate  the  centenary  of  Audubon’s  death.  Proceeds  from  the  sale  of  these 
stamps  will  be  devoted  to  the  conservation  work  of  the  National  Audubon  Society, 
They  are  being  sold  at  the  rate  of  two  sots  (twenty-four  stamps  to  a  set)  for  one 
dollor;  they  are  available  from  the  Headquarters  of  the  Society  at  1000  Fifth  Ave., 
New  York  28,  New  York, 


Please  mail  your  June  records  not  later  than  July  3,  to  Art  Schaffner,  170 
Laurel  Street,  Buffalo  8,  New  York 

Mail  your  July  records  not  later  than  August  3  to  Mrs.  H.H.  Axtell,  301  West 
Utica  Stroet,  Buffalo  22,  New  York 

EDITOR  -  Ray  McCann,  429  Norwood  Avenue,  Buffalo  22,  New  York  (EL.  6169) 

TREASURER  -  Elizabeth  Faul,  154  Woodward  Ave.,  Buffalo  14,  Now  York  (PA.  936?) 
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THE  MONTH 


April  showers  bring  May  flowers  -  bring  June  showers  -  the  weekend  variety. 
Only  one  weekend,  the  16th  and  17th  was  entirely  free  of  showers.  June  was  both 
warmer  and  wetter  than  normal,  however,  no  records  were  equalled  or  broken,  A 
locally  heavy  thunderstorm  on  the  2nd  caused  wind  and  lightning  damage  in  the  city. 
This  demonstration  was  perhaps  instrumental  in  driving  the  last  reported  yellow* 
bellied  Flycatchers  and  Gray— Cheeked  thrushes  of  the  season  out  of  hiding  in 
Delaware  Park*  Similar  storms  occurred  throughout  the  Western  New  York  area;  A 
thunder-shower  during  the  evening  of  the  22nd  caused  local  flash  floods.  Clearing 
weather  intensified  a  search  for  at  least  one  new  reported  species  for  the  year. 

And  it  barely  happened  in  time,  on  the  27th  at  Como  Park  -  one  lone,  reluctant 
Saw-whet  Owl.  R.  Mansfield 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


*  Indicates  first  report  of  the  year 
L  M  last  ”  tt  it  season 


Common  Loon 

June 

5L 

1 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Rosche 

D.-cr,  Cormorant 

it 

3L 

1 

Erie  Beach,  Ont, 

Woldman 

Araer,  Egret 

n 

2 

2 

Cedar  St,,  Akron 

Woldman,  Faul,  Nathan 

it 

18 

2 

Riverside  Marsh 

R.H.  Sundell 

it 

24 

1 

Mud  Lake,  Ont. 

Mitchell  et  al 

Amer.  Widgeon 

it 

6 

2 

adults  MudLake,  Ont. 

Melberg,  Griffin 

8 

young 

Lesser  Scaup 

H 

3 

8 

Hamburg  to  Zoar  Valley  Brockner  &  Tulinoffs 

Am,  Golden-eye 

It 

5 

1 

Pt.  Abino,  Ont. 

Rosche 

It 

24 

1 

Pt.  Maitland,  Ont. 

Mitchell  et  al 

Ruddy  Duck 

II 

6 

1 

MudLake,  Ont, 

Melberg,  Griffin 

Hooded  Merganser 

It 

2 

9 

-  (l  adult;  8  young) 

Riverside  Marsh 

Sundells 

II 

16 

1 

Oak  Orchard 

Andrle,  Gamble 

Amer.  Merganser 

II 

24 

1 

RockHouse  Pt.,0nt. 

Mitchell  et  al 

Cooper* s  Hawk 

II 

23 

1 

Batavia 

Rosche 

Broad-winged  Hawk 

May 

30 

4 

Irving-V  ersailles 

Nathan  et  al 

(note 

-  one 

bird  seen  carrying  nesting 

material  at  Irving) 
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Bald  Eagle 

June  6 

1 

Canadian  Shore 

Melberg,  Griffin 

Virginia  Rail 

H 

2 

1 

Oak  Orchard 

Woldman,  Faul,  Nathan 

t! 

30 

2 

Kent  Switch 

Webster 

Wilson* s  Snipe 

11 

30 

2 

tt  tt 

tt 

Knot 

tl 

12 

1 

Rock  Hpuse  Pt.,0nt, 

Andrle,  Gamble 

Red-bkd.  Sandpiper 

It 

12,17 

1,1 

tt  ]  tt 

tt  tt 

It 

24 

1 

Gull  illand,  Ont. 

Mitchell  et  al 

Semipalm.  Sandpiper 

It 

5 

54 

Canadian  Shore 

Rosche 

Caspian  Tern 

It 

17L 

1 

RockHouse  Pt.,  Ont. 

Andrle,  Gamble 

Short-eared  Owl 

all  month 

4 

Grand  Island 

Andrle,  Gamble 

•Saw-whet  Owl 

tt 

27 

1 

Como  Park 

Brockner  et  al 

BcO.S.  meeting 

Yellow-b,  Flycatcher 

tt 

2L 

1 

Delaware  Park 

Nathan,  Woldman 

Olive-s.  Flycatcher 

tt 

2 

1 

Forest  Lawn 

tt  tt 

tt 

2 

1 

Meyer  Memorial  Grounds  Aud.  Associates 

tt 

10L 

1 

Oak  Orchard 

Brockners,  Tulinoffs 

Gray-ch.  Thrush 

it 

2L 

2 

Delaware  Park 

Nathan,  Woldman 

Golden-W,  Warbler 

it 

2 

8 (max)  Tonawanda  Reservation 

Woldman,  Faul,  Nathan 

Blue-w,  Warbler 

May 

30 

12 (max)  Taylor  Hollow 

Nathan  et  al 

Brewster* s  Warbler 

June 

16 

1 

Bono  Run 

R.H.  Sundell,  Johnson 

Tennessee  Warbler 

tt 

1L 

1 

Bradford  J  ct. 

Mitchell 

Bay-br.  Warbler 

it 

1 

1 

Great  Valley 

n 

tt 

2 

1 

Delaware  Park 

Nathan,  Woldman 

Black-poll  Warbler 

»t 

1 

1 

Great  Valley 

Mitchell 

tt 

2 

12 

Forest  Lawn 

Nathan,  Woldman 

tt 

5 

2 

Canadian  Shore 

Rosche 

Pine  Warbler 

it 

10 

1 

Letchworth  Park 

Ulrichs  &  Cummiskeys 

Prairie  Warbler 

ii 

9L 

1 

Bone  Run 

R.H.  Sundell,  Lenna, 

Powers 

Yellow-Br.  Chat 

it 

3 

1 

East  Aurora 

Brockner,  Tulinoffs 

tt 

3 

1 

Bone  Run 

Jurkowski 

n 

9 

1 

it  tt 

R.H.  Sundell,  Lenna, 

Powers 

Red  Crossbill 

n 

3 

14 

Hamburg 

Brockner,  Tulinoffs 

White-Th.  Sparrow 

tt 

3 

1 

tt 

tt  it 

Errata:  In  the  Juno  issue  delete  the  asterisks  from  Ringed  Plover  and  Ruddy 

Turnstone,  These  species  were  reported  fstr  the  Spring  Census  on  May  20th 


[  » Corrected  total  through  May  (including  new  species  from  the  Spring  Census)  -  233 

New  species  for  June - - - -  - - -  -  - - - - 1 

Total  to  date  -  - - - - - -  - - —  - - - - -234 


TWENTY -SECOND  ANNUAL  SPRING  CENSUS 

MayJLQ*-i23i 


Territories  and  Observers: 

A  -  Canadian  side  of  Niagara  River,  Fort  Erie  to  Niagara  Falls,  Ont.  - 

Savage,  Almendinger 

B  -  Niagara  Falls,  Ont.,  north  of  Rainbow  Bridge  along  Canadian  side  of  Niagara 
River  to  Niagara-on-the-Lake,  west  along  L,  Ontario  to  Welland  Canal  and 
inland  -  Beards lee,  Verrill,  Osgood 
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C  -  Canadian  Shore  of  Lake  Erie,  Peace  Bridge  to  Welland  Canal,  including  Mud  Lake 

Nathan,  Byron,  Schaffner,  Braunberns 

D  -  Canadian  Shore  of  Lake  Erie  fr.  Welland  Canal  to  Rockhouse  Pt,  - 

Mitchell,  H.  Hickmans,  Moore,  Turner, 
Crowley,  A.  Ulrich,  Baker 

E  -  Canadian  Shore  of  Lake  Erie,  Rockhouse  Pt.,  Dunnville  Marsh,  Canal  Feeder  - 

Axtells 

F  -  Grand  Island,  n.  Whitehaven  Rd.  -  Graham,  Windsor,  M.L.  Emerson 

G  -  Grand  Island,  S#  Whitehaven  Rd.  -  W.  Vaughan 

H  -  Delaware  Park,  Forest  Lawn,  Sheridan  Dr.,  Lincoln  Park  -  Wendlings,  Woldman, 

,  Stanley,  Mrs.  C/  Hickman,  Mrs.  R. Hermes 

I  -  Niagara  River,  Centennial  Pk.  to  Rainbow  Br.,  including  Two  Mile  Cr,  Rd.  - 

F.  Tilley,  King 

J  -  Am.  Gorge  to  Ft,  Niagara,  Wilson,  Olcott,  Newfane  -  Brockners,  McCanns, 

Tulinof£s 


K  - 
L  - 
M  - 
N  - 
0  - 
P  - 
Q  - 
S  - 
T  - 

V  - 

w  - 

X  - 

y  - 
z  - 

AA- 

BB- 

EE- 


Collins  Center,  Cascade  Pk.  -  Schwengor 

Oak  Orchard,  Akron,  Tonawanda  Ind.  Res,  -  Gamble 

Batavia,  Lercy,  &  vicinity  -  Pixley,  Buckland,  Annabels 

Perry,  Castile,  Warsaw,  Letchworth  Pk.,  Silver  L,  -  Klabundes  &  son  Phil 

Wellsville  and  vicinity  -  E.  McMurtry 

Olean  &  vicinity,  Cuba  -  S.  Eaton,  Smith 

Allegany  State  Park  -  Parker,  P,  Lenna 

S.  shore  L,  Erie,  Tifft  St.,  Dunkirk  -  Brettles 

Dunkirk,  Fredonia,  Cassadaga  L,,  Bear  Lake,  W,  Mud  Lake,  -  Stanleys,  Schober, 

Delong,  Mrs,  Hall 

Dayton,  S,  Dayton,  Cherry  Cr,,  Cattaraugus  -  Webster,  Thorpe 

Gowanda,  Ferrysburg,  Versailles,  Taylor  Hollow  -  Seeber,  Wolf ling,  Kivett 

Zoar  Valley,  Springville,  Concord  Bog  -  Griffins 

A,  Bacon,  E.  Melberg 
C,  Knox,  G,  Knox,  Wild 
Cummiskeys,  Praemas sings 
Knight 


Hamburg,  E.  Eden  &  vicinity  - 
E.  Aurora  &  vicinity,  Emery  Park  - 
Chestnut  Ridge  Park  - 
Orchard  Park  - 


Tuscarora  Ind.  Res,,  Bond*s  L.,  Bekin,  Cambria  -  Heilborns,  &  son 


#  indicates  first  report  of  the  year 


Common  Loon 

17 

Hooded  Merganser 

4 

A 

*Red-throated  Loon 

1 

C 

American  Merganser 

1 

A 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

16 

Red-breasted  Merganser  95 

Great  Blue  Heron 

104 

Turkey  Vulture 

25 

Green  Heron 

21 

*Goshawk 

1 

J 

Black-crowned  Night 

Heron 

70 

Sharp-shinned  Hawk 

3 

American  Bittern 

32 

Cooper^  Hawk 

2 

Least  Bittern 

6 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

23 

Mallard 

58 

Red-shouldered  Hawk 

16 

• 

Black  Duck 

37 

Broad-winged  Hawk 

3 

Blue-winged  Teal 

43 

Marsh  Hawk 

34 

American  Widgeon 

2 

E 

Osprey 

2 

H 

Wood  Duck 

16 

Sparrow  Hawk 

26 

Redhead 

1 

P 

Ruffed  Grouse 

17 

Ring-necked  Duck 

1 

C 

Pheasant 

176 

Greater  Scaup 

17 

*Wild  Turkey 

1 

P 

Lesser  Scaup 

242 

*King  Rail 

1 

T 

American  Golden-eye 

3 

Virginia  Rail 

4 

Buffle-head 

2 

C 

Sora 

4 

Old-squaw 

4 

Florida  Gallinule 

23 

*King  Eider 

1 

C 

Coot 

36 

Hybrid  ducks 

2 

H 

^Ringed  Plover 

18 

Ruddy  Duck 

2 

C,D 

Killdeer 

325 

43 
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*Ruddy  Turnstone  7 

Woodcock  5 

Wilson*  s  Snipe  2 

Bartromian  Sandpiper  8 

Spotted  Sandpiper  168 

Greater  Yellow-legs  1 

Great  Black-backed  Gull  1 
Herring  Gull  182 

Ring-billed  Gull  975 

B  onaparte  *  s  Gull  36 

Common  Tern  2,151 

Black  Tprn  144 

Rock  Dove  89 

Mourning  Dove  310 

Yellow-billed  Cuckoo  11 

Black-billed  Cuckoo  40 

Screech  Owl  3 

Great  Horned  Owl  2 

Barred  Owl  4 

Short-eared  Owl  3 

Whip-poor-will  7 

Nighthawk  11 

Chimney  Swift  353 

Hummingbird  12 

Belted  Kingfisher  55 

Flicker  292 

Pileated  Woodpecker  7 

Red-headed  Woodpecker  46 

Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker  4 
Hairy  Woodpecker  15 

Downy  Woodpecker  26 

Kingbird  341 

Crested  Flycatcher  166 

Phoebe  118 

Alder  Flycatcher  14 

Least  Flycatcher  91 

Wood  Pewee  143 

Prairie  Horned  Lark  50 

Tree  Swallow  89 

Bank  Swallow  903 

4  Rough-winged  Swallow  273 

Barn  Swallow  427 

Cliff  Swallow  88 

Purple  Martin  425 

Blue  Jay  132 

Crow  515 

Black-capped  Chickadee  87 

White-breasted  Nuthatch  13 
Brown  Creeper  1 

House  Wren  224 

Winter  Wren  1 

Carolina  Wren  1 

Long-billed  Marsh  Wren  63 

^Short-billed  Marsh  Wren  20 
Catbird  657 

Brown  Thrasher  18 

Robin  1,844 

Wood  Thrush  315 


Hermit  Thrush  14 

Olive-backed  Thrush  105 

Gray-cheeked  Thrush  4 

Veery  99 

Bluebird  79 

Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher  1 

Golden-crowned  Kinglet  1 

Cedar  Wax  wing  67 

Starling  5,265 

Yellow-throated  Vireo  22 

Solitary  Vireo  3 

Red -eyed  Vireo  437 

Philadelphia  Vireo  9 

Warbling  Vireo  60 

Black  and  White  Warbler  25 
Prothonotary  Warbler  1 

Golden-winged  Warbler  19 

Blue-winged  Warbler  40 

Brewster* s  Warbler  4 

Tennessee  Warbler  264 

Nashville  Warbler  18 

Parula  Warbler  24 

Yellow  Warbler  1,314 

Magnolia  Warbler  126 

Cape  May  Warblor  6 

B1 .-throated  Blue  Warbler  15 
Myrtle  Warbler  18 

Blc-throated  Green  11  59 

Cerulean  Warbler  22 

Blackburnian  'Warbler  41 

Chestnut-sided  Warbler  146 

.  Bay-breasted  Warbler  114 

Blackpoll  Warbler  20 

#Pine  Warbler  1 

Western  Palm  Warble?  8 

Oven-bird  174 

Northern  Waterthrush  24 

Louisiana  Waterthrush  5 

Mourning  Warbler  16 

Common  Yellowthroat  205 

Yellow-breasted  Chat  2 

Hooded  Warbler  59 

Black-capped  Warbler  4 

Canada  Warbler  49 

Redstart  447 

House  Sparrow  1,145 

B  obolink  527 

Meadowlark  614 

Red-winged  Blackbird  3,117 

* Orchard  Oriole  11 

Baltimore  Oriole  651 

Grackle  700 

Cowbird  811 

Scarlet  Tanager  142 

Cardinal  74 

Rose-breasted  Grosbeak  113 

Indigo  Bunting  312 

Purple  Finch  17 
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Pine  Siskin 

1  W 

Slate-colored  Junco 

11 

Goldfinch 

1,469 

Chipping  Sparrow 

476 

Red  Crossbill 

55 

Field  Sparrow 

222 

White-winged  Crossbill 

19 

White-crowned  Sparrow 

7 

Eastern  Towhee 

134 

White-throated  Sparrow 

29 

Savannah  Sparrow 

320 

Lincoln* s  Sparrow 

2 

Grasshopper  Sparrow 

37 

Swamp  Sparrow 

45 

Henslow*s  Sparrow 

51 

Song  Sparrow 

1,123 

Vesper  Sparrow 

116 

TOTAL: 

178  Species 

35,506  Individuals 

This  was  one  of  the  "hottest”  spring  censuses  ever  conducted.  Temperatures  in 
most  of  the  territories  passed  the  85  degree  mark  during  the  day.  In  many  sections 
though,  brisk  winds  spoiled  good  observation,  and  sounds  were  difficult  to  detect. 
It  was  sunny  in  the  morning,  but  by  late  afternoon  clouds  had  settled  over  most  of 
our  territory. 

As  a  whole,  the  census  was  about  average.  Thirty-one  species  of  warblers  and 
one  hybrid  were  observed.  The  Prothonotary  Warblers  apparently,  are  making  a 
comeback  at  Oak  Orchard  Swamp,  although  only  one  individual  was  found  the  day  of 
the  census.  As  we  might  expect,  the  most  abundant  warbler  in  the  census  was  the 
Yellow,  and  the  second  most  abundant  was  the  Redstart.  Interestingly  enough,  the 
third  place  warbler  high  was  held  by  the  Tennessee  Warbler. 

The  big  finds  were  outside  the  Warbler  family.  Three  new  birds  were  added  to 
the  annual  count.  King  Eider,  Red  Crossbill,  and  White-winged  Crossbill  were  the 
surprising  additions.  Red  Crossbills  were  observed  by  four  different  parties  l 
White-winged  Crossbills  were  found  in  two  different  areas, 

V/ ins  ton  Wm,  Brockner,  Leader 


BIELD  TRIPS 

Sunday,  August  5  -  Shore  Bird  Count.  Leader:  Edward  Seeber,  186  Wabash  Ave,, 

Kenmore  17,  N,Y,  (RI.  8739).  Meet  at  the  Peace  Bridge  at 
6:30  A.M. 

Saturday,  August  18  -  Saturday  morning  bird  walks  commence  for  fall  migration  in 

Delaware  Park  and  Forest  Lawn.  Meet  at  Middlesex  Rd.  and 
Windsor  Ave.  at  6:30  A.M, 


PROTHONOTARY  STAFF 
Edward  P.  Cummiskey  has  been  appointed  printer. 


Please  mail  your  records  not  later  than  August  3  to  Mrs.  H.H,  Axtell, 

301  West  Utica  Street,  Buffalo  22,  New  York. 

EDITOR  -  Ray  McCann,  429  Norwood  Ave.,  Buffalo  22,  N.Y.  (EL.  6169) 
TREASURER  -  Elizabeth  Faul,  154  Woodward  Ave,,  Buffalo  14*  N.Y.  (PA,  9365) 
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THE  MONTH 


Except  for  a  little  hail  -  it  is  a  pleasure  to  report  that  July  was  a  very 
normal  month  -  marked  by  typical,  pleasant,  mid-summer  weather.  No  records  were 
equalled  or  exceeded.  As  for  bird  records,  they  were  confined  pretty  much  to  the 
Canadian  shore  -  the  normal  pattern  for  those  observers  who  are  not  vacationing. 
While  the  various  active  observers  found  time  to  add  four  new  shore  birds  to  the 
year*s  list,  time  and  weather  worked  against  the  farmers.  Spacing  of  shower 
periods  hampered  haying  operations  in  rural  areas  because  of  lack  of  any  extended 
dry  spells.  Slight  storm  damage  in  Western  New  York  due  to  local  floods,  hail  or 
lightning  was  noted  during  several  thunderstorms.  On  the  other  hand  the  average 
maximum  temperature  for  July  was  80,2  and  the  average  low  temperature  was  60,8, 
Just  the  prescription  for  comfortable  summer  living.  How’d  July-kit? 

Robert  L.  Mansfield 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


*  indicates  first  report  df  the  year 
F  u  t»  it  it  it  season 
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July  2 
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Outlet  of  Chaut.  L. 

Parker 

it 

3-27 

1 

Riverside 

Jurkowski,  R.H.Sundell 

it 

29 

1 

Mud  Lake,  Ont. 

Emerson (BOS  Trip) 
Mitchell  (Aud.  Trip) 

Broad-wing  Hawk 

it 

15 

1 

Allegany  St.  Park 

Jurkowski 

Bald  Eagle 

tt 

7,8 

1  im. 

Onoville 

R,H.  Sundell 

Ringed  Plover 

it 

22F 

1 

Lancaster 

Kivett 

ti 

29 

16 

Can. shore  of  L.Brie 

Emerson  (B.O.S.  Trip) 

Black-bell.  Plover 

it 

28F 

2 

Pt.Abino,  Erie  Beach 

Ont, 

Schaffner 

Ruddy  Turnstone 

it 

28F 
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Windmill  Pt.,  Ont. 

Schaffner 

it 

29 
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Rose  Hill,  Ont. 

Mitchell  (Aud.  Trip) 

Solitary  Sandpiper 

it 

1 4F 
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Lancaster 

Kivett 

Greater  Yellow-legs 

it 
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Lesser  Yellow-legs 
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Lesser  Yellow-legs 

July  17 

13 

Lancaster 

Mitchell 

it 

23 

55 

i» 

Kivett 

Knot 

it 

28F 

1 

Waverly  Beach, Ont. 
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Previous  Total  234 

New  species  for  July  4 

Total  to  date  23B 


SHORE  COUNT  -  1947  through  1951 

Congratulations  to  the  B.O.S*  l  One  of  the  most  ambitious  research  projects 
we  have  ever  undertaken  has  been  brought  to  a  successful  conclusion*  For  five 
successive  years  we  have  sallied  forth  of  a  Sunday* s  dawn  in  early  August  with  the 
purpose  of  seeking  out  and  nailing  down  each  and  every  sandpiper,  also  each  and 
every  plover,  which  appeared  anywhere  along  the  north  shore  of  Lake  Erie  east  of 
Port  Maitland,  Ml  are  now  securely  nailed* 

We  got  off  to  a  rather  shaky  start  on  August  3rd,  1947.  Ten  hardy  observers  - 
all  that  could  and  would  be  found  to  have  time  to  participate  in  this  venture  -  did 
their  best  to  start  the  project  off  properly.  Of  the  51-g-  miles  of  shore  line  they 
managed  to  cover  45,  194$  brought  out  more  observers  and  49  3/4  miles  were  covered* 

By  1949  the  project  had  mushroomed  to  such  an  extent  that  the  entire  51-2  miles  were 
covered  for  the  first  tine.  This  has  also  been  done  in  1950  and  1951  with  numbers 
of  observers  increasing  to  a  record  44  in  1950  and  39  in  1951 a  Such  enthusiasm  for 
a  project  which  involves  searching  many  milos  where  results  are  nearly  negative  to 
be  sure  to  locate  each  of  the  few  good  concentration  points  and  interesting  species 
speaks  well  for  the  serious  scientific  intent  of  our  membership.  Indeed,  coopera¬ 
tive  projects  such  as  this  are  badly  needed  to  yield  the  data  necessary  for  orni¬ 
thological  science  to  progress  and  mature. 

In  all,  10,753  individuals  of  22  species  were  recorded,  as  summarized  in  the 
following  table: 
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Ringed  Plover 

55 

96 

104 

58 

100 

413 

Killdeer 

361 

219 

277 

687 

458 

2002 

Black-bellied  Plover 

5 

— 

3 

5 

30 

43 

Ruddy  Turnstone 

21 

11 

14 

27 

37 

no 

Wilson’s  Snipe 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Hudsonian  Curlew 

— 

11 

Mn 
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11 

Upland  Sandpiper 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

4 

Spotted  Sandpiper 
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607 

2633 

Solitary  Sandpiper 

— 
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16 

Greater  Yellow-legs 

2 

1 

14 

4 

1 

22 

Lesser  Yellow-legs 
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52 

43 
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Knot 
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Pectoral  Sandpiper 

4 
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Baird’s  Sandpiper 
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Least  Sandpiper 

48 

266 

75 

77 

59 
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1 

— 

2 

Dowitcher 

— — 
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4 

5 

Stilt  Sandpiper 

2 

1 

— 

— 

1 

4 

Semipalmated  Sandpiper 

1348 

546 

437 

955 

938 

4224 

V/estern  Sandpiper 

2 

2 

1 

5 

2 

12 

Sanderling 

3,48 

50 

70 

34 

29 

331 

TOTAL 

2784 

1621 

1536 

2490 

2322 

10753 

Total  Species 

15 

16 

14 

16 

19 

22 

The  data  collected  through  this  project  is  being  analyzed  and  will  be  the 
subject  of  a  more  extensive  paper.  It  is  believed,  however,  that  the  following 
resume,  based  on  our  findings,  which  attempts  to  locate  the  better  places  to  see  the 
less  common  species  will  be  welcomed  by  the  readers  of  The  Prothonotarv. 

Black-bellied  Plover  -  Rockhouse  Point  is  by  far  the  best  place. 

Hudsonian  Curlew  -  Purely  accidental  in  early  August,  Those  seen  were  flying 

over  at  Lowbanks, 

Greater  Yellow-legs  -  Rocky  points,  from  Rockhouse  to  Rose’s  Point, 

'  Knot  -  All  seen  west  of  Port  Colborne  were  flying  past.  The  other  two  were  on 
the  longer  points  (Morgans,  Rockhouse), 

Pectoral  Sandpiper  -  Most  common  between  Rose  Hill  and  Point  Abino  (except  in 

1951), 

White-rumped  Sandpiper  -  Accidental  in  early  August,  The  only  one  found  was  at 
Kinnard  Point  (the  point  just  east  of  Long  Beach), 

Baird’s  Sandpiper  -  Moro  Baird’s  Sandpipers  were  found  on  sandy  beaches  in  the 
deepest  parts  of  the  bays  than  anywhere  else.  These  were  always  in  with  flocks  of 
Semis,  Two  were  found  on  points,  one  rocky  (Rockhouse),  one  sandy  (the  first  little 
point  west  of  Sugarloaf), 

Red-backed  Sandpiper  -  Only  non-breeding,  accidental  strays  could  be  found 
here  in  August,  Probably  these  would  tend  to  gravitate  to  the  quieter  stretches. 

One  seen  at  Sugarloaf,  one  at  Rockhouse, 

Dowitcher  -  One  in  1950  at  Yacht  Harbour,  four  in  1951  at  Rockhouse, 

Stilt  Sandpiper  -  Three  out  of  four  were  at  Rockhouse, 

Western  Sandpiper  -  Well  distributed.  Found  mostly  in  with  flocks  of  semis. 
The  results  of  this  survey  show  that  if  you  look  carefully  over  353  Semipalmated 
Sandpipers  you  should  find  one  to  be  a  Western,  On  the  average,  that  is. 
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Shore  Count  (con't.) 

Where  can  the  most  shorebirds  bo  seen?  Why,  wherever  the  largest  flock  of 
Sends  happens  to  be  feeding.  Thunder  Bay  in  1947  had  the  largest  number  in  the  five 
year  study. 


Where  can  the  greatest  number  of  species  of  shorebirds  be  seen?  That's  easy. 
This  study  shows  that  Rockhouse  Point  is  far  and  away  the  best  place  (especially  if 


along  this  shore  which  is  consistently  good  as  a  hireling  spot. 

Which  place  consistently  has  the  largest  number  of  shorebirds?  You  can 
almost  always  see  fifty  or  more  in  the  grass  at  Fort  Erie  this  time  of  year.  Of 
course  they  are  nearly  all  Killdeers, 


E.L.  Seeber 

(for  the  Research  Committee) 


ONTARIO  -  NORTH  OF  THE  FALLS 


This  article  is  another  in  a  series  of  articles  about  birding  places  in  our 
area.  Ratings  are  as  outlined  in  the  Dec  1^50  Prothonotary ,  (A  is  better  than  B, 

B  is  better  than  C,  etc0  1  -  Deep  water  birds,  2  -  Shallow  water  birds*  3  -  marsh 
birds,  4  -  shore  birds,  5  -  field  birds,  6  -  thicket  and  woodland  birds), 

BELOW  THE  FALLS  -  1AA,  2D 

Descent  to  the  "Maid  of  the  Mist"  landing,  Canadian  side.  From  here  many  of 
our  most  unusual  recent  records  have  conec  Nowhere  else  are  such  opportunities  to 
approach  closely  and  study  certain  birds  regularly  afforded.  Best  in  the  autumn. 

BROCK'S  MONUMENT  -  1C,  6C 

The  monument  dominates  the  escarpment  overlooking  Queenston.  The  hillside  is 
an  excellent  birding  area,  during  migration.  The  river  around  the  Queenston  docks 
is  also  apt  to  bn  good. 

NIAG ARA-0N-7HE -LAKE  -  IE,  6C 

Occasional  wind  and  weather  conditions  contribute  to  pile  up  migrants  on  the 
south  shore  of  lake  Ontario,  On  such  occasions,,  this  village  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Niagara  is  overrun  with  birds.  The  waters  here  are  also  worth  looking  over, 

MCNAB  -  IF,  3F,  50,  6D 

About  four  miles  west  of  Niagara-on- the-lake  the  church  at  McNab  overlooks  the 
highway c  A  maishy  swale  extends  from  behind  the  church  to  the  lake*  The  fields 
along  the  lake  shore  just  west  of  here  serve  as  a  migration  route  for  field  birds, 
hawks,  and  other  daylight  migrants.  The  lake  here  also  has  had, interesting  water 
birds  * 

Another  likely  place  is  the  Escarpment,  west  of  Brock's  Monument.  It  has  been 
worked  insufficiently  for  appraisal  at  this  time. 


Ed  Seeber 
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NOTE 


Some  of  our  members  hove  traveled  great  distances  this  year  to  observe  birds: 
Marjorie  Emerson  to  Maine,  John  Filer  to  all  of  the  Great  Lakes,  Irwin  Woldman  and 
John  Bacon  to  New  Mexico,  Rose  Facklam  to  Arizona  and  California,  Richard  Dooley  to 
California,  Robert  Andrle  and  Albert  J.  Wright  II  to  Mexico,  Robert  Sundell  in  the 
Irb  y  Davis  party  to  Mexico,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Harold  H,  Axtell  to  Alberta,  Robert 
Wagner  to  Alaska. 

CONTRIBUTIONS 


Please  send  articles  or  notes  for  publication  to  Bernard  Nathan,  224  Elmwood 
Avenue,  Buffalo  22,  New  York. 


MEETINGS 


Regular  meetings  are  on  the  second  and  fourth  Wednesdays  of  the  month  at 
8:00  P.M.  sharp  in  the  Humboldt  Room  of  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science. 

Sept.  12  -  Report  on  the  Shore  Bird  Count,  Bernard  Nathan 
Sept,  26  -  Reports  on  summer  activities, 

FIELD  TRIPS 


Every  Saturday  in  September  -  Saturday  morning  bird  walks  for  fall  migration 

in  Delaware  Park  and  Forest  Lawn.  Meet  at  Windsor  Ave.  and  Rumsey  Road  at  7:00  A.M. 

-  i 

Sunday,  Sept.  9  -  Niagara  Loop.  Leader:  A.V.  Tulinoff  (Niagara  Falls  6327),  Meet 
at  the  Peace  Bridge  at  8:00  A.M. 

Saturday  -  Sunday,  Sept,  22-23  -  Pyma timing  Lake,  Leader:  Richard  Byron,  Blakeley* s 
Corner  Rd.,  East  Aurora.  (East  Aurora  68  MI  evenings  or  M0,  2969  days). 
Meet  at  the  City  Hall  at  7:00  A.M.  Saturday.  Saturday  field  trip  at 
2:30  P.M.  from  Linosville,  Pa,  Saturday  evening  program  -  Roland  Hawker 
of  the  Pittsburgh  Club  -  Kodachromes.  Sunday  morning  walk  before 
breakfast  and  field  trip  after  breakfast,  A  real  week  end  l  Make  your 
own  reservations  early  at  the  Traveler’s  Hotel,  Linesville,  Pa,  Then 
call  or  write  Dick  Byron  to  tell  him  you  are  going, 

Sunday,  Sept,  30  -  Canadian  shore  of  Lake  Erie,  Peace  Bridge  to  Rock  House  Point, 
Leader;  Mrs,  E.C.  Ulrich  (PA,  8896),  Meet  at  the  Peace  Bridge  at 
7:00  A.M. 

Sunday,  Oct.  7  -  South  Shore  of  Lake  Erie,  Buffalo  Harbor  to  Dunkirk,  Leaders: 

Eugenia  and  Kathryn  Praemassing  (VI,  3289).  Meet  at  the  City  Hall  at 
7:30  A.M. 


Please  mail  your  records  not  later  than  September  3,  to  Mrs.  H.H.  Axtell,  301  West 
Utica  Street,  Buffalo  22,  New  York 

EDITOR:  Ray  McCann,  799  Potomac  Avenue,  Buffalo  9,  New  York  (EL,  6169) 

TREASURER  :  -  Elizabeth  Faul,  154  Woodward  Avenue,  Buffalo  14,  N.Y,  (PA.  9365) 
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Published  Monthly  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society 

Buffalo.  New  York 


THE  MONTH 

.r— -- - - - 

nHow  dry  I  am”  was  the  general  complaint  during  August.  Not  that  the  ,,Drys” 
hod  succeeded  in  establishing  local  option  in  Western  New  York  -  but  up  until  the 
very  last  day  it  seemed  as  the  the  second  driest  August  in  Buffalo  weather  history 
was  about  to  be  set.  As  of  the  30th,  only  ,53  of  an  inch  of  rain  had  fallen,  much 
in  the  form  of  scattered  showers.  Then  on  the  31st  chances  for  the  2nd  place 
pennant  went  down  the  drain  with  a  rainfall  of  .83  of  an  inch  for  a  total  of  1.36, 
1.72  less  than  the  normal.  Even  so,  these  showers  provided  only  slight  relief  for 
parched  crops  in  Erie  County.  Damage  was  estimated  in  excess  of  $1*000,000  with 
tomato  and  bean  fields  suffering  most.  Otherwise  August  was  mostly  pleasant  and 
cool.  The  average  monthly  temperature  of  68.5  was  made  up  of  extremes.  Record 
low  temperatures  occured  on  the  5th;  record  highs  on  the  29th  and  30th. 

All  the  foregoing  not-so-interesting,  but  necessary,  statistical  information 
led  up  to  Labor  Day  weekend.  Weather  forecasts  predicted  cooler  -  but  in  my  book 
it  was  coldf 

Robert  L.  Mansfield 

NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


F  indicates  first  report  of  the  season 
L  »  last  "  «  «  " 


Araer.  Egret 

Aug. 

25 

2 

Kent  Switch 

Webster 

All  month 

1 

Riverside 

Sundells  et  al 

Least  Bittern 

tt 

5 

2 

Buckhorn  Island 

Heiiborn 

Green-w,  Teal 

tt 

15 

2 

Batavia 

Rosche 

Rod-br.  Merganser 

tt 

5 

1 

Can. Shore  of  L„Erio  Brockner 

Turkey  Vulture 

tt 

12 

5 

Chautauqua 

Beal 

Osprey 

tt 

19F 

1 

Onoville 

Sundell,  Nelson-, 
Lockwood ,  Jurkowski 

Wilson1 s  Snipe 

tt 

3  OF 

1 

Jaeger  Rocks p0nt. 

Jurkowski,  W oldman 

Knot 

tt 

30 

2 

tt 

tt  tt 

Dowitcher 

tt 

13 

1 

Lancaster 

Kivett 

Semipalm.  Sandpiper 

tt 
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Caspian  Tern 


Black  Tern 

Yellow-b,  Flycatcher 


Olive-s,  Flycatcher 
Purple  Martin 

Red-br.  Nuthatch 
Brown  Creeper 

Migrant  Shrike 
Blue-w,  Warbler 
Tennessee  Warbler 

Magnolia  Warbler 
Bay-br.  Warbler 
Black -poll  Warbler 

Oven-bird 

Mourning  Warbler 

Canada  Warbler 


Pine  Siskin 
Slate-col,  Junco 


Aug*  5 
"  26 

"  23 

"  1SF 
"  25 

"  1QF 
"  18 

"  IIP 
"  12F 

"  11 
”  1-15 

"  25F 

n  18F 
"  18F 

"  25F 

"  25F 


w  25F 


n  18F 
"  25 

June  16,18L 
Aug.  25F 


1 

1 


Rockhouse  Pt.,Ont, 
n 


3500 (max)  Niagara  River 
1  Delaware  Park 


II 


tl 


1  Fluvanna 

1000 (max)  Delaware  Park, 
Forest  Lawn 

1  East  Aurora 

3  Fluvanna 

2  Kraft  Rd.Fort  Erie 
5 (max)  Dewittville 

1  Delaware  Park 


2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


Delaware  Park 

it  ti 

n  ti 


n 


it 


Buffalo 

Forest  Lawn 

Beraus  Pt, 
Buffalo 


Brockner  et  al 
Praemassing,  Emerson, 
Wendling,  Linds trom 
Mitchell 

ti 

Mitchell,  Kelly, 
Mansfield,  Knight 
Beal 

Mitchell 

Madison 

Beal,  Sundell,  Falkner, 
Blasdell 
,0nt.  Fisk 
R.H.  Sundell,  Nelson 
Mitchell,  Kelly, 
Mansfield,  Knight 

Mitchell 

n 

Mitchell,  Kelly, 
Mansfield,  Knight 
Mitchell,  Kelly, 
Mansfield,  Knight 
Mitchell,  Kelly, 
Mansfield,  Knight 
Mitchell 
Mitchell,  Kelly, 
Mansfield,  Knight 
Beal 

Mitchell,  Kelly, 
Mansfield,  Knight 


TOTAL  SPECIES  TO  DATE  -  238 


OAK  ORCHARD 


Oak  Orchard  Swamp  (also  known  as  Tonawanda  Swamp  and  as  the  Alabama  Swamps) 
has  long  been  one  of  our  most  unique  and  fascinating  areas  for  seeking  birds. 

There  seems  to  be,  in  the  minds  of  many  of  us,  a  rather  romantic  and  mysterious 
connotation  which  surrounds  the  place.  This  has  come  about  largely  because  of  the 
many  outstanding  records  from  this  place  and  because  of  the  difficulty  with  which 
some  of  the  better  locations  are  reached.  Indeed,  there  is  still  much  acreage 
here  which  remains  omithologically  unknown.  The  more  accessible  parts,  as  well  as 
notable  birding  places  nearby  are  mentioned  below.  Again,  the  rating  system  out¬ 
lined  in  the  December  1950  Prothonotary  is  used:  1  means  deep  water  birds;  2  - 
shallow  water  birds;  3  -  marsh  birds;  4  -  shore  birds;  5  -  field  birds;  6  -  thicket 
and  woodland  birds,  A  indicates  a  better  birding  place  than  B;  B  better  than  C; 
etc , 

OAK  ORCHARD,  WEST  MARSH  -  2D,  3D,  6C 

From  Buffalo,  take  Route  5  eastward  to  77.  Thence  north  on  77  to  Alabama. 

Turn  right  at  the  intersection  and  proceed  eastward  to  the  first  crossroad.  Take 
this  crossroad  north  (that  is,  turn  left)  and  stay  on  it  till  you  come  to  marshy 
areas  on  your  right.  This,  the  West  Marsh,  continues  for  over  a  mile  along  the 
road.  It  is  all  part  of  the  state  wildlife  refuge  area  and  entrance  is  forbidden 
without  written  permission.  Nearly  everything  can  be  seen  from  the  road,  and  a 
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OAK  ORCHARD  (con't.) 


little  time  spent  here  affords  good  birding,  Oak  Orchard  Creek  passes  under  the 
road  near  the  middle  of  this  stretch, 

TOWPATH  -  2D,  3D,  6B 

The  towpath  is  the  breeding  ground  of  the  Prothonotary  Warbler  in  our  study 
area.  It  starts  across  the  road  from  the  West  Marsh,  just  north  of  the  creek.  The 
towpath  is  owned  by  a  Buffalo  hunting  club.  It  is  not  always  easy  to  obtain  per¬ 
mission  to  enter,  (P.S,  The  mosquitoes  here  are  extra  fierce,) 

STAFFORDS  POND  -  IF,  2A,  3D,  4F 

This,  the  Hhome  of  the  Gee3en,  is  90%  visible  from  the  road.  From  the  West 
Marsh  drive  north;  turn  right  at  the  firsrt  road  (it  does  not  cross);  follow  the 
paved  road  to  its  end;  turn  left  on  Albion  Road;  Stafford1 s  Pond  will  then  be  on 
your  right.  From  this  road  the  best  views  are  obtained,  A  telescope  is  desirable 
here, 

OAK  ORCHARD,  EAST  MARSH  -  IF,  2A,  3B,  4E,  6D 

This  fine  area  can  be  entered  only  with  written  permission.  It  lies  along 
Oqk  Orchard  Creek  between  Albion  Road  and  the  West  Marsh,  A  new  causeway  makes  it 
possible  to  drive  around  the  East  Marsh  in  dry  autumns, 

RHODODENDRON  WOODS  -  6B 

Lying  south  of  the  main  East  Marsh,  these  woods  are  accessible  only  by  foot. 
Heavy  growth  of  Pine  and  Hemlock,  dry  deciduous  woodland,  Tamarack  -  Laurel  bog, 
Cattail  swamp,  moist  woodland,  scrub,  scrub  tangles  -  all  may  be  found  here,  but 
it*s  a  long  hike,  and  the  going  can  be  difficult.  There  are  several  other  woods  in 
this  territory  that  are  interesting  and  should  be  worked. 

MEDINA  ROAD  SINK  -  2B 

This  sink  lies  just  west  of  Route  77  (which  becomes  Route  63)  on  the  north 
bank  of  Oak  Orchard  Creek,  It  is  private  land  and  is  another  collecting  area  for 
Geese. 

Ed  Seeber 


THE  HENS LOW* S  AND  GRASSHOPPER  SPARROWS  IN  LANCASTER  TOWNSHIP 

These  two  sparrows  are  more  common  as  breeding  residents  than  most  people 
realize.  The  chief  reasons  for  being  overlooked  are  their  ability  to  keep  out  of 
sight  and  the  insect-like  quality  of  their  songs.  Even  while  singing  these  two 
birds  choose  some  inconspicuous  place. 

When  they  are  flushed,  these  two  sparrows  fly  only  a  short  distance  before 
they  drop  back  into  the  grass.  This  habit  makes  identification  difficult. 

Not  many  people  suspect  that  the  fields  around  their  houses,  if  they  live  in 
the  suburbs,  may  be  the  territory  of  a  pair  of  Grasshopper  or  Henslow’s  Sparrows, 

Many  fields  in  Depew  and  Lancaster  are  quite  thickly  populated  with  these  two 
species.  While  walking  along  Como  Park  Blvd.  I  have  counted  twelve  Henslowfs  and 
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throe  Grasshopper  Sparrows  in  one  field,  just  by  hearing  them  sing.  The  road  that 
I  live  on  is  not  more  than  three  tenths  of  a  mile  long.  On  this  road  there  were 
three  pairs  of  Grasshopper  Sparrows  this  summer,  I  did  not  find  any  of  their  nests 
because  they  are  so  well  hidden,  but  I  did  have  an  anxious  parent  flying  from  bush 
to  bush  around  me,  I  didn’t  want  to  risk  stepping  on  the  nest,  so  I  left. 

The  Henslow’s  Sparrows  seem  to  be  in  greater  abundance,  but  they  are  harder 
for  me  to  find  due  to  the  fact  that  they  are  shyer. 

The  best  time  to  find  these  two  sparrows  in  Lancaster  Township  is  during  the 
month  of  June.  During  June  they  can  be  heard  singing  almost  any  time  of  the  day 
and  in  the  case  of  the  Henslow’s  Sparrow  a  good  part  of  the  night. 

Hart  Kivett 


MEETINGS 

Regular  meetings  are  on  the  second  and  fourth  Wednesdays  of  the  month  at 
8:00  P.M.  sharp  in  the  Humboldt  Room  of  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science, 

October  10  -  Annual  Meeting  -  Election  of  Officers  and  Annual  Reports  -  Plans  for 

Annual  Fall  Duck  Census,  Richard  Byron,  Leader. 

October  24  -  Report  on  Fall  Duck  Census,  Richard  Byron,  Leader 

FIELD  TRIPS 

Sunday,  October  7  -  South  Shore  of  Lake  Erie,  Buffalo  Harbor  to  Dunkirk. 

Leaders:  Eugenia  and  Kathryn  Praemassing  (VI.  3289).  Meet 
at  the  City  Hall  at  7:30  A.M. 

Sunday,  October  14  -  Annual  Fall  Duck  Census.  Leader:  Richard  Byron, 

Blakeley’s  Corner  Road,  East  Aurora,  N.Y.  (East  Aurora 
68  M^  evenings  or  MO.  2969  days). 


ED  SEEBER 

It  has  become  my  privilege  to  extend  to  Ed  Seeber  the  best  wishes  of  the 
Society.  Ed  is  now  at  Marshall  College  studying  for  his  M.S.  degree;  his  address 
is  1654  Fifth  Avenue,  Huntington  3,  West  Virginia.  We  will  miss  Ed  and  his  work, 
and  we  hope  that,  when  he  enters  the  professional  field  of  natural  sciences,  he 
will  be  in  or  near  Buffalo. 

Ed  is  a  past  president  and  a  fellow  of  the  Society.  His  section  analysis  of 
habitat  helps  us  spot  many  good  birding  places  in  our  study  area.  He  has  made  a 
fine  analysis  of  the  Shore  Bird  Count  over  a  five  year  period;  this  analysis  in 
chart  form  will  soon  be  on  view  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science.  He  has  compiled 
a  large  amount  of  information  about  hawk  flights  and  their  routes  under  various 
weather  conditions.  He  has  been  a  frequent  contributor  to  the  Prothonotary. 

Bernard  Nathan 
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I  had  the  pleasure  of  talking  with  our  old  friend  "Bill”  Jamieson  recently. 
He  is  now  working  for  Tracy  Stover  at  the  University  of  California  Forestry 
Station  about  three  miles  out  from  Quincy,  California  in  the  region  south  of 
Mt.  Lassen.  The  altitude  is  about  3500  feet.  In  winter  the  temperature  reaches 
35  degrees  below  zero,  and  it  snows  up  to  four  feet  deep.  "Bill”  asked  me  to 
extend  his  regards  to  all  members;  he  will  be  happy  to  see  any  of  us  who  are 
lucky  enough  to  visit  that  area  in  spring,  summer,  or  fall. 


NOTE 


H.D.  Mitchell 


FLOCKS 


Here  are  some  flocks  of  birds: 


a  badling  of  Ducks 
a  bevy  of  Quails 
a  charm  of  Goldfinches 
a  clattering  of  Jackdaws 
a  cluster  of  Vultures 
a  congregation  of  Plovers 
a  covert  of  Coots 
a  covey  of  Partridges 
a  desert  of  Lapwings 
a  dissimulation  of  small  birds 
an  exaltation  of  Larks 
a  fall  of  V/ood cocks 
a  flight  of  Swallows 
a  gaggle  of  Geese 
a  herd  of  Swans 
a  host  of  Sparrows 
a  murmuration  of  Starlings 
a  muster  of  Peacocks 
a  nye  of  Pheasants 
a  siege  of  Herons 
a  spring  of  Teals 
a  suit  of  Mallards 
a  trio  of  VJidgeons 
an  uhkindness  of  Ravens 
a  walk  of  Snipes 
a  watch  of  Nightingales 

from  ’’The  Bcke  of  St.  Albans”  - 


Dame  Juliana  Berners  -  i486 


Please  mail  your  records  not  later  than  October  3,  to  Mrs.  H.H.  Axtell, 

301  West  Utica  Street,  Buffalo  22,  New  York. 

EDITOR  -  Ray  McCann,  799  Potomac  Avenue,  Buffalo  9,  New  York  (EL.  6l69) 
TREASURER  -  Elizabeth  Faul,  154  Woodward  Avenue,  Buffalo  14,  New  York  (PA.  9365) 
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Published  Monthly  fey  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society 

Buffalo.  New  York 


THE  MONTH 

A  dismal*  rainy  Labor  Day  to  you  l  The  weather  was  anything  but  an  indication 
of  the  pleasant  Summer-Fall  month  that  was  to  follow.  September  was  most  agreeable 
alternating  between  warm  Summer-type  weather  and  cool  Fall-type  evenings  to  produce 
near  normal  conditions.  And  frequent  birding  excursions  followed  the  normal 
pattern  with  the  Canadian  Shore  coming  in  for  considerable  attention.  Result  -  8 
new  species  for  the  month.  Two  storms  wtand  out.  The  combination  electrical,  rain 
and  hail  storm  on  the  6th  caused  considerable  fire  damage,  disrupted  power  lines, 
produced  some  local  floods  and  caused  some  hail  damage  to  crops*  The  first 

significant  Fall  windstorm  on  the  27th-28th  damaged  trees,  caused  numerous  power 
failures,  damaged  some  small  boats  on  the  lake  and  blew  fruit  off  the  trees  causing 
severe  loss  to  orchardists.  Lowest  temperature,  36°  on  the  29th,  brought  light 
frost  to  set  the  scene  for  October.  A  good  month  for  birding  -  but  the  Fall 
migration  is  causing  weekend  football  TV  viewers  to  take  a  dim  view  of  our  feathered 
friends.  When  the  usual  sign  came  up  *'Do  not  adjust  set,  trouble  with  transmission 
is  temporary*’,  during  a  crucial  play,  one  disgruntled  viewer  was  heard  to  says  *’Must 
be  those  birds  sitting  on  the  wires  again*’. 

Robert  L.  Mansfield 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 

#  indicates  first  report  of  the  year 
F  ti  it  it  it  n  season 


L  w  last 

D.-cr.  Cormorant 

i? 

Sept, 

it  it 

3F 

ti 

2 

Can. shore  of  L.Brie 

Andrle, Gamble,  Thill 

Amer.  Egret 

n 

3 

2 

Mud  Lake,  Ont. 

Seeber,  Nathan  et  al 

it 

l6L 

1 

Riverside 

Sundells 

Amer.  Widgeon 

it 

2F 

3 

Pt.Abino,  Ont. 

Seeber,  Nathan  et  al 

n 

9 

6 

Niagara  Loop 

Tulinoff  (BOS  Trip) 

Lesser  Scaup 

it 

9 

1 

Bird  Island 

Mitchell 

Amer,  Golden-eye 

n 

2 

1 

Niagara  Falls, Ont, 

Seeber,  Nathan  et  al 

Ruddy  Duck 

it 

15F 

6 

Celeron 

Sundells 

Amer.  Merganser 

it 

S 

1 

Squaw  Island 

Nathan,  Schaffner 
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ala 

Sept* 

2 

1 

Can. shore  of  LakeErie  Seeber, Nathan, 

Schaffner  et  al 

Osprey 

M 

10 

1 

Jamestown 

R.A.  Sundell 

ft 

23 

1 

Burnt ship  Creek 

Thorpe 

Pigeon  Hawk 

ft 

3 

2 

Can. shore  of  L.Erie 

Andrle,  Gamble, Thill 

11 

3 

1 

Long  Beach,  Ont. 

Seeber,  Nathan  et  al 

ft 

18 

1 

Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

Schaffner 

tl 

21 

1 

Ft.  Erie,  Ont. 

tt 

If 

22 

1 

Bird  Island  Pier 

Nathan ,Emers  on , 

Schaffner 

It 

23 

1 

Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

Nathan  et  al 

#Golden  Plover 

tl 

2F 

6 

Ransom  Rd. 

Jurkowski,  Seeber, 

Nathan,  Schaffner  etal 

II 

8 

2 

Tifft  Street 

Andrle,  Rew  et  al 

n 

14 

2 

tt  it 

R.A.  Sundell,  Filor 

Hudson! an  Curlew 

tt 

2 

1 

Morgan* s  Pt.,Ont. 

Seeber,  Nathan 

Schaffner  et  al 

Knot 

tt 

2,3 

6 

Rockhouse  Pt.,Ont. 

Jurkowski,  et  al 

ft 

8 

10 

Erie  Beach, Ont, 

Andrle,  Rew  et  al 

W.-rump.  Sandpiper 

tt 

2 

10 

Can. shore  of  L.Erie 

Seeber,  Nathan 

tl 

3 

1 

Rockhouse  Pt, 

Andrle,  Gamble,  Thill 

ft 

8 

1 

Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

Andrle,  Rew  ex,  al 

tt 

9 

3 

Niagara  Loop 

Tulinoff  (BOS  Trip) 

tl 

15 

3 

Crystal  Beach, Ont. 

Nathan  et  al 

Baird* s  Sandpiper 

Aug. 

31 

1 

Prendergast  Pt. 

Parker, Anders on  Eep. 

Sundell 

Sept, 

1 

1 

tt  tt 

Sundells 

tt 

10,12 

3 

Bird  Island  Pier 

Schaffner 

Red-bkd.  Sandpiper 

tt 

18F 

1 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

tt 

*L,~b.  Dowitcher 

tt 

8 

1 

Crystal  Beach, Ont. 

Nathan,  Emersons, 
Schaffner 

Stilt  Sandpiper 

tt 

3 

2 

Can. shore  of  L.Erie 

Andrle,  Gamble,  Thill 

#We stern  Sandpiper 

Aug. 

26 

1 

Prendergast  Pt. 

Sundells 

Sept. 

16L 

1 

Crystal  Beach,  Ont. 

Nathan,  Schaffner  et  al 

#Franklin*s  Gull 

tt 

8 

2 

Bird  Island 

Nathan,  Schaffner 

it 

14 

1 

it  it 

R.A.  Sundell,  Filor 

tt 

21 

2 

Ft,  Erie,  Ont. 

Schaffner 

tt 

23 

1 

tt  it  tt 

Nathan  et  al 

*Little  Gull 

tt 

8 

1 

Bird  Island 

Schaffner,  Nathan, 

Andrle,  Rew 

tt 

9 

1 

Centennial  Pk, 

Mitchell 

tt 

22 

1 

Bird  Island 

Nathan,  Emerson, 

S  chaf f ner 

#Forster*s  Tern 

tt 

10 

1 

tt  tt 

Schaffner 

tt 

22 

2 

tt  it 

Nathan, Emerson, 

Schaffner 

Caspian  Tern 

tt 

1 

1 

Pt.  Stockholm 

Sundells 

tt 

2,3 

3 

Rockhouse  Pt.,Ont. 

Seeber, Nathan, 

Jurkowski,  et  al 

#Barn  Owl 

June (1st  wk, 

.)  1 

n.  5  yg* 

Queenston  Heights, Ont.  White  rep.  Selby 

Nighthawk 

Sept. 

27L 

1 

Buffalo 

Beards lee 

Chimney  Swift 

tt 

22L 

4 

Castile 

VanArsdale 

tt 

22L 

2 

Jamestown 

Hiller, Ahrens ,Elderk 

Kingbird 

tt 

20L 

1 

Prendergast  Pt. 

R.A.  Sundell 

Olive-s.  Flycatcher 

tt 

15L 

3 

Delaware  Park 

Nathan  et  al 

Tufted  Titmouse 

July  25 

1 

Ashville 

Beal 

Hermit  Thrush 

tt 

22F 

1 

Penhurst  Pkwy.,Bflo. 

Nathan,  Schaffner 
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Gray-ch.  Thrush 

Sept*15F 

2 

Delaware  Pk.,Bird  Is 

•  Schaffner 

Bl.-gr.  Gnatcatcher 

1? 

2 

2 

Can. shore  of  L.Erie 

Seeber,  Nathan  et  al 

it 

3 

3 

Morgan* s  Pt.,0nt, 

Andrle, Gamble,  Thill 

it 

18L 

1 

Erie  Beach, Ont. 

Schaffner 

Pipit 

H 

9F 

4 

Niagara  Loop 

Tulinoff  (BOS  Trip) 

Migrant  Shrike 

It 

2 

2 

Ransom, Bedell  Rds, 

Seeber, Nathan  et  al 

It 

9 

1 

Niagara  Loop 

Tulinoff  (BOS  Trip) 

Solitary  Vireo 

It 

18F 

1 

Erie  Beach, Ont. 

Schaffner 

Philadelphia  Vireo 

It 

8F 

2 

Waverly  Beach.Ont. 

Axtells 

Tennessee  Warbler 

It 

15 

30 (max)  Erie  Beach.Ont, 

Nathan  et  al 

Nashville  Warbler 

II 

9F 

1 

Niagara  Loop 

Tulinoff  (BOS  Trip) 

Parula  Warbler 

II 

2F 

1 

Can. shore  of  L.Erie 

Seeber,  Nathan  et  al 

Cape  May  Warbler 

II 

18 

20(max)  Ft.  Erie,  Qnt. 

Schaffner 

Pine  Warbler 

It 

8F 

1 

Windmill  Pt.,Ont. 

Schaffner,  Emersons, 

Nathan  et  al 

II 

21 

1 

Rose  Hill,  Ont. 

Schaffner 

W,  Palm  Warbler 

It 

16F-24 

24 (max)  Can, shore  of.  L.Erie  Nathan  et  al 

#Conn.  Warbler 

II 

3F 

1 

Rockhouse  Pt.,0nt. 

Andrle , Gamble , Thill  etal 

It 

16 

1 

Erie  Beach, Ont, 

Schaffner 

Yellow-br.  Chat 

II 

7L 

1 

Frewsburg 

R.H.  Sundell 

Bl. -capped  Warbler 

It 

2F 

1 

Can, shore  of  L.Erie 

Seeber, Nathan  et  al 

II 

2F 

1 

Buffalo 

Mitchell 

It 

22L 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

Rogers on 

Baltimore  Oriole 

It 

8L 

1 

Amherst 

Frederick  rep, Mitchell 

Pine  Siskin 

It 

16F 

1 

Erie  Beach, Ont. 

Nathan,  Schaffner 

Wh,-th,  Sparrow 

It 

15F 

5 

Delaware  Park 

Nathan  et  al 

Lincoln* s  Sparrow 

It 

2,3F 

2 

Rockhouse  Pt.,Ont. 

Jurkowski,  Nathan 

It 

15 

1 

Chautauqua  L. Outlet 

Jurkowski 

II 

18 

1 

Erie  Beach, Ont, 

Schaffner 

Previous  Total  238 
New  Species  for  September  8 
Total  to  date  246 


IMPORTANT  NOTICE  FROM  FEDERATION  OF  NEW  YORK  STATE  BIRD  CLUBS 


In  preparation  for  the  1952  meeting  of  the  Federation  of  New  York  State  Bird 
Clubs  in  Schenectady,  May  24  and  25th,  Dr.  Minnie  B.  Scotland,  Program  Chairman, 
has  announced  that  papers,  etc.  are  now  being  solicited  for  the  Saturday  afternoon 
program. 

It  is  the  desire  of  the  host  club  to  print  abstracts  of  all  papers  in  advance 
of  the  meeting.  Bound  copies  of  the  abstracts  will  then  be  available  for  the 
delegates  and  members  in  attendance.  This  plan  will  make  it  necessary  to  have  the 
material  in  not  later  than  mid-April. 

Preliminary  program  scheduling  will  be  started  shortly.  Please  let 
Dr.  Scotland  know  as  soon  as  possible  if  you  are  contemplating  a  paper.  Forward 
name,  title  of  paper,  and  information  as  to  charts,  slides,  motion  pictures,  and 
length  of  presentation.  Dr,  Minnie  B.  Scotland* s  address  is  24  Belvedere  Avenue, 
Albany  3,  New  York,  If  you  are  any  questions  or  if  you  want  to  give  pertinent 
information  to  me,  I  will  forward  it  to  Dr.  Scotland, 


1 


Winston  William  Brockner 
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MEETINGS 


Regular  meetings  are  on  the  second  and  fourth  Wednesdays  of  the  month  at  8:00 
VJL  in  the  Humboldt  Room  of  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science , 

November  14  -  "Adventures  in  Kodachrome"  -  Glair  Somers ide 

November  28  -  '-The  Second  Series  of  Cornell  Bird  Records”  -  slides  -  Marie  Wendling 
December  12  -  Plans  for  Christmas  Census  -  Mary  Louise  Emerson,  leader.  "Alaskan 

Wildlife"  -  slides  -  Robert  Wagner 


FIELD  TRIPS 

Sunday,  Novu  4  -  Leroy  and  vicinity  to  see  Red-bellied  Woodpeckers  and  early  ducks. 

Leaders:  Alice  and  Edward  Ulrich  (PA.  8896).  Meet  on  Main  St. 
at  City  Line  at  8:00  A.M. 

Sunday,  Nov.  25  -  Grand  Island e  Leader:  Marie  Wendling  (PL.6625).  Meet  on 

Hertel  Ave.  at  Delaware  Avenue  at  8:00  A.M0 
Sunday,  Dec.  9  -  Niagara  River  and  Lake  Ontario  shore.  Leader:  Robert  Andrle 

(PA.1411)-,  Meet  on  Hertel  Ave0^at  Delaware  Ave.  at  8:00  A.M. 
Sunday,  Dec.  30  -  Christmas  Census „  Leader:  Mary  Louise  Emerson,  567  Ashland 

Avenue,  Buffalo  13,  New  York.  (El.  0067). 


OFFICERS  OF  THE  BUFFALO  ORNITHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY  1951-1952 


The  following  officers  were  elected  at  the  Annual  Meeting  on  October  10: 

Honorary  President  -  James  Savage  -  Buffalo  Athletic  Club,  Buffalo  2,  N.Y, 
President  -  Winston  W.  Brockner  -  63  Ardmore  Place,  Buffalo  13,  N.Y,  (EL,  6888) 
Vice-President  -  Yfalter  Klabunde  -  Creek  Road  Extc,  Lewiston,  N.Y.  (6-2424) 
Treasurer  -  Elizabeth  Faul  -  154  Woodward  Avenue,  Buffalo  14,  N.Y,  (PA.9365) 
Recording  Secretary  -  Arthur  Schaffner  -  170  Laurel  St0,  Buffalo  8,  N.Y,  (EL. 9666) 
Corresponding  Secretary  -  Ellen  J.  Windsor  -  I44  Jewett  Pkwy0,  Buffalo  14, N.Y, 

(AM. 3570) 

Librarian  -  Marie  A,  Wendling  -  87  Garrison  Rd.,  Williamsville,  21,  N.Y. (PL. 6625) 
Statisticians  -  Harold  H,  Axtell  -  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science,  Buffalo  11, N.Y, 

(GR.  4100) 

Bernard  Nathan  -  224  Elmwood  Avenue,  Buffalo  22,  N.Y,  (GR.  0675) 


NEW  MEMBER 

The  Society  welcomes  Fred  T.  Hall,  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science,  Buffalo  11,  N.Y, 

Please  mail  your  records  not  later  than  November  3,  to  Mrs.  H.H.  Axtell,  301  West 
Utica  Street,  Buffalo  22,  New  York 

EDITOR  -  Ray  McCann,  799  Potomac  Avenue,  Buffalo  9,  New  York  (EL,  6169) 

TREASURER  -  Elizabeth  Faul,  154  Woodward  Av©.,  Buffalo  14,  N.Y,  (PA,  9365) 
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Published  Monthly  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society 

Buffalo.  New  York 


THE  MONTH 

It  was  a  typical  OcteVr  and  a  rather  pleasant  month  with  no  severe  storms. 
Temperature  -  many  days  on  the  plus  side  -  brought  real  Indian  Summer  weather  for 
the  enjoyment  of  Western  New  Yorkers  find  may  have  encouraged  one  Solitary  Sand¬ 
piper  to  linger  until  October  25th,  The  first  heavy  frost  over  the  weekend  of  the 
26th-28th  no  doubt  made  ”go  South  young  man”  sound  quite  reasonable.  October  4th 
was  a  real  record  breaker  with  a  high  of  87°,  20°  about  the  normal.  This  was  a 
record  high  also  for  so  late  in  the  season.  Interesting  observations  included  a 
large  number  of  Golden  Plovers  and  the  frequent  reports  of  Forster* s  Terns.  Moat 
significant,  of  course,  was  the  indication  of  an  early  invasion  from  the  North. 
Advance  echelons  of  Evening  Grosbeaks  and  a  Brown-capped  Chickadee,  unusually  early 
visitors,  threw  our  defense  forces  guarding  the  record  bocks  into  high  gear.  They 
have  already  passed  the  word  to  ,fright  shoulder  field  glasses  -  man  the  grape  shot- 
(pardon  me)  the  grapevine!"  Politically,  the  smoke  won’t  clear  until  election  day 
next  month  -  but  the  weather  station  reports  a  new  headline.  There  was  noticeably 
less  industrial  smoke  over  the  Buffalo  area  than  in  previous  years  at  this  season. 
Maybe  a  white  Christmas,  too.  Hapny  Thanksgiving! 

Robert  L*  Mansfield 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 

*  indicates  first  report  of  the  year 
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ERRATA t  In  September  Prothonotary,  the  Siskins  of  June  16,  18  should  have  been 
listed  from  Lakewood,  not  Bomus  Point. 

Previous  Total  246 
New  species  for  October  2 
Total  to  date  248 


A  YUKON  TRIP 

In  Mid-June  of  this  year  Mr*  &  Mrs.  James  Hurlbert  and  I  left  our  homes  in 
Encinitas,  California  for  a  six  thousand  mile  trip,  which  took  us  close  to  the 
Arctic  Circle.  We  drove  through  the  Coast  Redwood  Ranges  for  several  hundred 
miles  along  the  foggy  northern  California  Coast.  Here  we  saw  the  Cathedral  Grove, 
a  group  of  redwoods  320  feet  high  growing  in  a  semicircle  (at  one  time  around 
their  parent  tree)  with  a  circumference  of  105  feet. 

Enroute  to  Vancouver  and  at  Vancouver  where  we  left  the  car  I  identified  a 
Townsend’s  Solitaire,  Russet-backed  Thrush,  Red-tailed  Hawk,  Barn  Swallow, 
Harlequin  Ducks,  Stellar’ s  Jay,  Cormorants,  Western  Gull,  Wren-Tit,  Red-wings, 
White-throated  Swifts,  and  Wood  Ducks. 

From  Vancouver  we  sailed  north  along  the  Inside  Passage  where  hundreds  of 
deep  blue  fjords  lie  between  green  finger^  of  land  and  glaciers  dot  the  edges  of 
hanging  cliffs.  Glaucous-winged  Gulls  followed  the  ship  most  of  the  time.  1/Ve 
also  saw  Kittiwakes,  Pigeon  Guillemots,  Cassia* s  Auklets,  Sooty  Shearwaters,  Old- 
squaws,  Short-billed  Gulls,  Cormorants,  and  a  Bald  Eagle.  When  we  stopped  to 
deliver  mail  and  supplies  at  some  outlying  spot,  we  would  hear  Russet-backed 
Thrushes  singing.  The  last  day  aboard  we  visited  Juneau.  Here  we  saw  Mendenhall 
Glacier,  and  the  thrill  of  seeing  my  first  Arctic  Terns  surpassed  that  of  seeing 
the  glacier  itself. 

At  Skagway  we  left  the  boat  and  continued  north  by  train,  which  follows 
closely  the  Trail  of  *98.  For  the  first  twenty  miles  the  train  climbs  steadily 
to  the  summit  of  White  Pass,  at  an  elevation  of  2885  feet.  Glaciers  peer  down 
from  above,  and  lovely  waterfalls  thunder  from  the  heights  to  the  gorges  below. 

The  train  moves  upward  beyond  the  timberline  and  passes  clumps  of  stunted  tamarack 
and  hemlock. 

Near  Carcross  we  visited  West  Taku  Arm,  Here  I  noticed  several  long  string¬ 
like  formations  of  White-winged  Scoters  and  American  Scoters,  also  Herring  Gulls, 
Sabine’s  Gulls,  Bonaparte’s  Gulls,  Cliff  Swallows,  Robins,  White-crowned  Sparrows, 
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r.n  Oregon  Junco,  and  a  Bohemian  Waxwing* 

At  VTiitehorse  wo  left  the  train  to  sail  north  down  the  Yukon  by  river 
steamer.  Our  first  night  on  the  river  steamer  we  ?/atched  one  of  the  most  wonder¬ 
ful  sunsets  I  have  ever  seen.  At  11:30  P.M.,  when  most  of  the  color  had  faded, 

1  retired  only  to  hear  so  much  activity  outside  that  I  repressed  and  came  out  to 
watch  the  sun  rise  at  1:30  A.M.  At  no  time  did  it  get  really  dark  here.  At  any 
hour  ono  could  see  to  read  without  artificial  light.  On  the  Yukon  River  at 

2  A.M.  I  heard  an  Olive-sided  Flycatcher  singing  its  exuberant  ’'Whoops,  three 
beers  1”  I  could  not  figure  out  how  or  when  birds  got  any  sleep  here  for  at  any 
hour  of  day  or  night  they  could  be  heard  or  seen.  Here  we  also  saw  American 
Mergansers,  Red-breasted  Mergansers,  Bank  Swallows,  Aleutian  Sandpipers,  a 
Kingfisher,  a  Bald  Eagle,  and  a  Golden  Eagle. 

At  Dawson  City,  the  northernmost  point  of  our  trip,  Violet-green  Swallows, 
Cliff  Swallows,  Bank  Swallows,  Common  Redpolls,  Traill's  Flycatchers,  Robins, 
White-crowned  Sparrows,  Red-shafted  Flickers,  Alaska  Yellow  Warblers,  Ravens,  and 
Slate-colored  Juncos  seemed  common,  I  Plso  saw  a  Fox  Sparrow  and  a  Varied  Thrush. 
On  our  return  trip  up  the  Yukon  I  added  to  my  list  Western  Grebos,  Spotted  Sand¬ 
pipers,  a  Common  Loon,  a  Red-throated  Loon,  a  Black-bellied  Plover,  a  Nighthawk, 
and  a  Ring-billed  Gull.  At  one  point  we  were  ohugging  quietly  upstream  when  a 
female  American  Merganser  with  nine  young  swam  frantically  on  the  port  side.  One 
of  the  little  fellows  insisted  upon  going  in  front  of  the  boat,  to  our  intense 
dismay.  Finally  the  whole  family  veered  across  our  bow,  but  our  pilot  was  alert 
and  slowed  the  ship  until  all  had  safely  crossed  our  path. 

On  our  trip  south  through  Washington,  Oregon,  and  California  wo  had 
magnificent  views  of  Mounts  Baker,  Rainier,  Shasta,  and  Lassen.  One  month  after 
our  departure  from  Encinitas  we  again  arrived  at  home. 

from  a  letter  from  Mildred  E.  Baker 


NOTES  ON  THE  STUDY  OF  BOTANY 


Many  people  would  like  very  much  to  know  the  local  flora,  but  they  are 
frightened  off  because  they  take  the  wrong  approach  to  the  subject.  To  attempt 
a  knowledge  of  plants  by  methods  used  in  learning  birds  is,  in  truth,  a  formidable 
task  even  for  an  accomplished  botanist.  Perhaps  for  the  first  time,  one  must 
adopt  the  phylogenetic  approach. 

First  of  all,  learn  the  one -hundred- odd  plant  families  occurring  locally, 
setting  aside  a  knowledge  of  genera  and  species  for  a  later  date.  The  plant 
families  are  by  and  large  distinct  groups,  and  are  quickly  learned.  Even  the  most 
casual  observer  of  plants  would  be  surprised  to  know  the  large  number  of  plant 
families  he  already  can  roc-^nizc.  Everyone  knows  the  pea  family  by  its  butterfly¬ 
like  flower,  and  the  comp osi Go  family  from  the  daisy  and  the  asters,  etc. 

The  satisfaction  derived  from  merely  knowing  the  families  is  more  than  worth 
the  effort  involved. 

The  step  from  families  to  genera  is  even  easier,  because  by  knowing  the 
family,  one  has  narrowed  down  the  field  considerably  from  the  600  or  so  genera  of 
plants  which  occur  locally.  The  chief  pitfall  is  the  botanical  key,  and  this 
simply  must  be  mastered  by  practice. 

Knowledge  of  all  the  species  is  unnecessary  because  of  the  prevailing 
homogeneity  of  most  of  the  genera,  which  is  the  very  reason  why  they  are  taxono- 
mically  difficult.  (Thus  it  is  sufficient  to  say  aster  instead  of  aster 
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divaricatus,  the  white  woodland  aster. 


If  all  this  sounds  like  too  much  work,  one  can  make  it  really  easy  by  con¬ 
fining  himself  to  the  woody  plants,  of  which  there  are  a  mere  75  genera  occurring 
locally,  even  including  vines  and  semi-woody  plants. 

The  woody  plants  are  obviously  the  most  important  ecologically,  anyway, 
forming  the  dominant  aspect  of  the  local  vegetation. 

The  most  valuable  book  for  an  easy  introduction  to  botanical  verbiage  and  a 
clear  picture  of  plant  families  and  their  relationship  is  R.J.  Pool,  "Flowers  and 
Flowering  Plants",  McGraw  Hill. 

After  reading  this,  one  is  almost  ready  for  a  continuous  use  of  Gray’s  Manual, 
However,  this  should  be  delayed  as  Iona  as  possible,  lest  your  interest  be  nipped  ; 
in  the  bud.  A  better  choice  is  the  Field  Book  of  American  Wild  Flowers  and  its 
companion  on  trees  and  shrubs  by  F.S.  Mathews,  G,  Putnam's  Sons. 

The  study  of  plants,  and  their  relation  to  birds  is,  needless  to  say,  a  field 
of  endless  variety  and  fascination, 

from 

Philip  Wells'  article  in  the 

Linnaen  News-Letter  -  October  1951* 


CROWS  PURSUING  SPARROW  HAWKS 


I  was  interested  to  road  in  the  Prothonotnrv  for  October,  1950,  the 
observation  of  Nathan  and  Axtell,  reported  by  the  former,  of  a  Sparrow  Hawk  being 
chased  b  y  six  Crows.  It  may  be  worth  while  to  report  two  similar  incidents. 

On  March  19,  1939,  in  the  town  of  Tonawanda,  near  the  Grand  Island  bridge, 

I  watched  a  Crow  pursue  and  overtake  a  Sparrow  Hawk  which  was  flying  across  a 
field  carrying  a  mouse  in  i+  3  talous .  The  Crow  forced  the  little  hawk  to  drop  the 
mouse,  which  the  Crow  then  picked  up  and  carried  to  a  tree,  where  it  proceeded  to 
devour  it.  I  was  rather  surprised,  too,  that  the  Crow  did  not  eat  the  mouse  nn 
the  ground . 

The  above  observation,  except  that  only  one  Crow  was  involved,  is  similar  to 
the  one  reported  by  Nathan.  My  second  involved  pursuit  which  was  motivated  by 
anger  rather  than  by  hunger.  On  May  19,  1931,  while  in  Forest  Lawn  Cemetery,  my 
attention  was  attracted  by  a  loud  "Koe-hee-hce-hee-hee-hee-hee, . . . .Kee-hee-hee-hee- 
hee-hoe-hee" ,  many  times  repeated.  Looking  upward,  I  was  surprised  to  see  a 
Sparrow  Hawk  being  chased  by  a  Crow.  Wheeling  and  diving,  the  Crow  would  go  for 
the  hawk  at  such  speed  that  the  latter,  though  able  to  change  direction  more  easily 
than  its  pursuer,  was  hard  put  to  it  to  escape.  After  each  missed  strike  the  Crow 
swept  upward  or  aside,  then  wheeling,  dove  directly  at  the  little  hawk.  The  hawk 
was  plainly  in  fear  for  its  life,  and  fairly  screeched  as  it  tried  vainly  to  put 
distance  between  itself  and  its  tormentor.  I  was  not  aware  of  any  Crow  having  a 
nest  nearby,  and  am  still  at  a  loss  to  account  for  the  Crow's  furious  temper* 

Clark  S.  Beardslee 


PR0TH0N0TARY 

Kathryn  Praomassing  has  been  appointed  Associate  Editor. 
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MEETINGS 


Regular  mootings  are  on  the  second  and  fourth  Wednesdays  of  the  month  at  8:00PM 
in  the  Humboldt  Room  of  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science: 


December  12  -  Plan  Christmas  Census.  Leader:  Mary  Louise  Emerson  (LI. 0067),  587 

Ashland  Avenue,  Buffalo  13,  N.Y,  Talk:  Alaskan  Wild  Life, 
(illustrated)  Robert  Wagner. 

January  9  -  Census  Report.  Leader:  Mary  Louise  Emerson.  Book  Review  -  Given  by 

Clark  S.  Beardslee  -  ”An  Old  Man’s  Memories”  by  W.I.  Imlach. 

January  23  -■  Old  Timers1  Night.  6:30  Dinner  in  Museum  Cafeteria  $2*25.  Pictures 

by  James  Savage.  Make  reservations  for  dinner  with  E,  Praemassing 
(VI.  3289)  87  Linden  Avenue,  Buffalo  14,  New  York  by  January  19.  Come 
to  the  meeting  even  if  you  can’t  come  for  dinner. 

February  13  ->  Binding  Experiences  in  Iowa  by  Fred  Hall.  The  Audubon  Society  has  been 

invited  to  join  us. 


FIELD  TRIPS 


December  9  -  Niagara  River  and  Lake  Ontario.  Leader:  Robert  Andrle  (PA,  1411 )  Meet 

at  Delaware  and  Hortol  Avenues  at  8:00. 

December  30  -  Christmas  Census.  Contact  Mary  Louise  Emerson  (LI.  0067 )  587  Ashland 

Avenue.,  Buffalo  13,  N.Y.  for  a  territory. 

January  13  -  Niagara  Loop  and  .Niagara-on- the-Lake.  Leaders:  Edward  P.  Cummiskey 

(VI,  3382)  and  William  Almendinger  (WA.5136).  Meet  at  8:00  at  the 
Peace  Bridge. 

January  27  -  Durand  Eastman  Park,  Rochester.  Leader:  James  Braunberns  (FR.2751) 

Meet  at  7:30  at  University  Plaza,  Main  Street  City  Line. 

February  3  -  Allegany  State  Park.  Leaders:  Dr.  &  Mrs.  Karl  Eschelman  (UN.  5091) 

Meet  at  6:00  A.M.  at  the  University  Plaza,  Main  Street  City  Line, 

February  17  -  Wilson  for  Shrikes.  Leader:  Bernard  Nathan  (GR,  0675)  Meet  at  7:00 

at  Delaware  and  Hertel  Avenues. 

February  22-24  -  Linberlost  near  Huntsville,  Ontario,  Leaders:  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Axel 

Heilborn,  8874  Lindberg  Avenue.,  Niagara  Falls,  New  York. 


BUFFALO  ORNITHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY -COUNCIL  MEMBERS 


1051-1954 
Clark  3.  Beardslee 
Dr.  Karl  F.  Eschelman 
Marie  A.  Wendling 

Chairman:  Clark  S.  Beardslee 
Secretary:  Mrs.  Edward  P.  Cummiskey 


194Q-1052 

Harold  D.  Mitchell 
Edward  L.  Seeber 
Mrs.  Edward  C.  Ulrich 


1950-1953 

Mrs,  Edward  P.  Cummiskey 
Mrs.  R,  Gardner  Griffin 
Ray  McCann 


NEW 


IEMBERS 


The  Society  welcomes  the  foil  wing  new  members: 

Mrs.  Chas.  W .  Avery,  S.  Hill  Road,  Water  Valley,  N.Y,  -  (Associate  Member) 
Frederick  Helleiner,  Kirkland  Lakes,  Ontario  —  (Corresponding  Member) 

John  Pratt,  66  West  Parade,  Buffalo  8,  New  York  —  (Associate  Member) 

Please  mail  your  records  not  later  than  December  3,  to  Mrs.  K.H.  Axtell,  301  West 
Utica  Street,  Buffalo  22,  N.Y, 

EDITOR:  Ray  McCann,  799  Potomac  Avenue,  Buffalo  9,  New  York  (EL.  6169 ) 

TREASURER:  Elizabeth  Paul,  154  Woodward  Avenue,  Buffalo  14,  N.Y.  (PA.  9365) 
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Published  Monthly  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society 

Buffalo,  New  York 

TT^  MOUTH 

Remember  that  fine  Indian  Summer  weather  last  month?  Well,  it  did  an  about 
face  during  the  first  week  in  NOVEMBER  with  a  record  breaking  cold  wave^  sleet  and 
heavy  snow  that  caught  most  everyone  with  their  storm  windows  down.  North  Buffalo, 
Grand  Island  and  Niagara  County  felt  the  snow  storm  on  Friday,  Saturday  and  Sunday 
with  12”  to  18”  of  snow.  Sunday  and  Monday  up  to  28"  fell  ^*ust  South  of  Buffalo, 

Main  roads  were  blocked  and  cars  abandoned,  ’  Record  low  temperatures,  12°  above,  were 
set  on  the  6th  and  7th.  All  of  which  may  have  had  something  to  do  with  the  Harris's 
Sparrow  which  visited  the  Avery  feeding  station  for  several  days.  It  also  formed 
a  fitting  background  for  our  regular  visitors  from  the  North  -  Grosbeaks,  Buntings, 
Brown -capped  Chickadees  and  Siskin  -  whose  heavier-than-usual  migration  seems  to  be 
continuing.  How  about  the  rest  of  the  month?  Seasonal  weather  with  a  bird  on 
every  table  on  the  22nd  and  it  wasn't  a  Harris's  Sparrow,  A  special  census  con¬ 
ducted  on  Thanksgiving  revealed  that  most  X7ere  Beltsville  Whites  with  some  Bronzes 
andhg  then  ...  Turkeys  that  is. 

Robert  L,  Mansfield 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


*  indicates  first  report  of  the  year 
L  "  last  "  "  season 


Red-necked  Grebo 

Nov. 

12 

1 

West  River 

Hall 

tt 

18 

1 

Niagara  River 

Schaffner,  Nathan  et 

Homed  Grebe 

it 

3 

56 (max)  Niagara  Falls  & 

River  Schaffner 

Whistling  Swan 

1! 

4 

18 

Chautauqua  Lake 

Bursewicz 

»! 

11 

22 

tt  tt 

Bursewicz,  Jurkowski 

tt 

12 

19 

Jamestown 

t;  O 

Parker 

Blue  Gocso 

» 

3 

1 

Buckhorn  Is. 

Schaffner 

D,-cr.  Cormorant 

tt 

27 

l(dead)  Niagara  Falls 

Heilborn 

American  Bittern 

tt 

11 

1 

Oak  Orchard 

Mitchell  (Aud,  Trip) 

Badwall 

tt 

3 

1 

Bumtship  Cr, 

Schaffner 

tt 

18 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

Kail 

Bluc-w.  Teal 

tt 

3L 

1 

Burntship  Cr, 

Schaffner 

Shoveller 

tt 

3 

1 

Goat  Island 

Schaffner,  Klabundes 
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Redhead 

Nov. 

4 

400 (max)  Chautauqua  Lake 

Bursewicz 

Canvas-back 

it 

22 

1500  ” 

Niagara  Loop 

Mitchell 

^Harlequin  Duck 

tt 

IS 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

Ulrichs ,Heilborn  et  al 

(seen  on 

several 

occasions  through  Nov.  25  by  many  observers) 

White-*?.  Scoter 

Nov. 

3 

10 

Niagara  River 

Wright,  Mitchell 

11 

16 

6 

Buffalo  Waterfront 

Mitchell  et  al 

tt 

22 

4 

Niagara  Loop 

Mitchell 

« 

25 

1 

Niagara  Frontier 

Wendling  (BOS  Trip) 

Surf  Scoter 

ft 

3 

1 

Fort  Eric,  Ont. 

Wright ,  Mitchell 

it 

22 

1 

ti  it  it 

Axtells,  Nathan  et  al 

»! 

29 

1 

Black  Rock  Canal 

Schaffner 

Ancr.  Scotbr 

II 

3 

3 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Schaffncr,  Klabundcs 

II 

3 

6,2 

Fort  Erie, Ont.,  Gorge  Wright,  Mitchell 

II 

25 

2 

Niagara  Frontier 

Wendling  (BOS  Trip) 

Virginia  Rail 

It 

3L 

1 

Bumtship  Creek 

Schaffner 

Coot 

II 

11 

1000 (max)  Chautauqua  Lake 

Bursewicz 

Wilson’s  Snipe 

11 

10L 

1 

Grand  Island 

He i lborns 

II 

10L 

1 

Chautauqua  L.  Outlet  Powers 

Red-bkd.  Sandpiper 

11 

17L 

5 

Crystal  Beach, Ont. 

Andrlo,  Mitchell, Wright 

Sanderling 

11 

17L 

3 

Windmill  Pt.,0nt. 

Andrle,  Mitchell, Wright 

*Red  Phalnrope 

II 

25 

1 

Fort  Niagara 

Wendling  et  al  (BOS  Trip) 

Iceland  Gull 

II 

3 

1 

Niagara  Falls, Ont. 

Schaffner 

It 

22 

1 

Niagara  River 

Thorpe, Schaffner  et  al 

II 

24 

2 

Niagara  Falls, Ont. 

Emerson,  Filor  et  al 

Kunlicn’s  Gull 

II 

22 

1 

it 

Schaffner, Nathan, 

Little  Gull 

11 

12 

2 

Grand  Island 

Windsor 

Hall 

#B1. -logged  Kittiwake 

It 

29 

1 

Bird  Is,  Pier 

Schaffner, Hall,  Nathan 

Comnon  Tern 

tt 

18L 

1 

Squaw  Island 

Nathan,  Schaffner 

Barred  Owl 

11 

11 

l(dcnd)  Oak  Orchard 

Mitchell ( Aud. Trip )et  al 

Red-headed  Wdpkr. 

II 

25 

1 

Niagara  Frontier 

Wendling  (BOS  Triplet  al 

Brown-c.  Chickadee 

II 

24 

2 

Long  Beach,  Ont, 

Gamble,  Andrlo 

Tufted  Titmouse 

It 

5-7 

1 

Derby 

Larkin 

Carolina  Wren 

Aug. 

Nov 

3  - 

.  13 

1 

Effingham,  Ont. 

Biggar  rep.  Selby 

Nov. 

24 

1 

Depew 

Kivett 

Hermit  Thrush 

11 

4L 

2 

Forest  Lawn 

Schaffner,  Nathan,  Kivett 

Bluebird 

it 

10L 

2 

FTater  Valley 

Mitchell  et  al 

Ruby-cr.  Kinglet 

it 

9L 

1 

Humboldt  Park 

Hall,  Mitchell 

Pipit 

t! 

3 

4 

Can, shore  L.  Erie 

W right,  Mitchell 

tt 

3 

60 

Duffcrin  Is. 

Schaffner,  Klabundcs 

11 

11L 

2 

Jamestown 

Bursewicz,  Jurkowski 

Evening  Grosbeak 

II 

10 

1 

Hamburg 

Nathan  et  al 

tt 

10 

2 

Frcwsburg 

R.HL  Sundell 

II 

12 

6 

Niagara  Falls 

Roger son 

tt 

15 

15 

Stow 

Olson 

It 

17-31  25 

Frcwsburg 

Mackie,  rep.  R.H.  Sundell 

It 

18 

2 

Hamburg 

Trcft,  Du&an 

It 

19 

1 

Batavia 

Pixley 

11 

22 

6 

Chautauqua  L, Out let 

Jurkowski 

tt 

25 

100 

Niagara  Frontier 

Wendling  (BOS  Trip)ct  al 

tt 

28 

10 

Jamestown 

Beal 

*Pinc  Grosbeak 

Oct. 

30, 

1 

Lookout  Pt.,  Ont. 

Selby 

Nov 

.  11 

1 

tt 

11 

Nov* 

4 

1 

Kcnmorc 

Boardslee 

it 

18 

4 

Depow 

Kivett 

tt 

19,28  6,6 

Batavia 

Pixley 

tt 

22 

2 

Brock’s  Mon.  Ont. 

Axtells 

tt 

23 

8 

Lancaster 

Kochcrsbcrger  rep.  Axtell 
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*?ine  Grosbeak (con’ t)  Nov. 

24 

2 

Long  Beach,  Ont, 

Gamble,  Andrle 

tt 

25 

9 

Niagara  Frontier 

Wcndling  et  al  (BOS  Trip) 

tt 

28 

1 

Jamestown 

Beal 

Pine  Siskin 

tt 

1 

1 

TT 

Burscwicz,  Jurkowski 

Eastern  Towheo 

tt 

25L 

1 

Whitehaven  Rd, 

Thorpe 

^Harris’s  Sparrow 

IT 

9-11 

1 

Hamburg 

Avery  &  many  other 

observers 

TJh.-cr,  Sparrow 

n 

5 

1 

Lookout  Pt.,0nt, 

Selby 

’’Since  early  Fall”  1 

Batavia 

Pixley 

Yilh.-th.  Sparrow 

Tt 

11 

6 

Niagara  Falls 

Rogers  on 

Fox  Sparrow 

it 

24L 

1 

Morgan’s  Pt.,0nt. 

Gamble 

Snow  Bunting 

tt 

20 

500 

Boston 

McShancs,  rep,  Mitchell 

Previous 

Total 

24S 

Now  Species 

5 

Total  to  Date 

253 

THE  HARRIS’S  SPARROW 


As  is  often  the  ease,  we  in  Hamburg  had  more  than  our  share  of  snow  with  the 
storm  of  Nov.  5th,  -  two  feet  on  the  level  by  noon.  My  husband,  who  was  unable  to 
get  out  to  work,  waded  through  the  snow  many  times  that  day  and  the  following  days 
to  keep  our  two  bird-feeding  stations  supplied  with  feed.  We  have  mostly  English 
Sparrows,  but  we  also  have  Or",  dinnls,  Blue  Jays,  White-breasted  Nuthatches,  Black- 
capped  Chickadees,  and  Downy  .Woodpeckers. 

Tuesday,  the  6th,  wo  had  a  Fox  Sparrow,  and  on  the  7th  I  counted  three  Fox 
Sparrows.  My  interest  in  the  Fox  Sparrows  brought  me  to  the  windows  often,  and 
Friday  morning  I  noticed  among  the  30  or  40  English  Sparrows  on  the  ground  under  our 
north  feeding  station,  which  is  about  40  feet  from  our  kitchen  window,  a  bird  whose 
wings  drooped.  I  got  the  binoculars  and  observed  what  I  could  about  it,  and  called 
Mrs,  R,  Gardner  Griffin,  who  last  year  helped  me  identify  a  Fox  Sparrow.  She  and 
Mrs.  J.A.  Creighton  came  over,  but  the  bird  had  gone.  I  called  her  qgain  later  in 
the  day  when  the  bird  reappeared  and  by  the  time  they  got  here  I  had  observed  the 
bird  under  our  east  feeding  station,  which  is  about  six  feet  from  our  living  room 

window,  and  had  noticed  the  fine  rows  of  tiny  black  dots  down  the  head,  the  white 

throat  with  a  dark,  spotted  necklace,  the  spots  down  the  sides  of  the  almost  white 

breast,  the  white  wing  bars,  the  pink  bill  and  legs,  the  drooping  wings,  and  the 

fact  that  it  scratched  like  the  Fox  Sparrow.  It  was  just  like  the  picture  in  my 
’’Audubon  Bird  Guide”. 

When  they  came  and  I  said  it  was  .on  immature  Harris fs  Sparrow,  I  wasn’t  to 
lonrn  until  some  time  later  the  reason  for  their  reluctance  to  agree  with  my  state¬ 
ment  until  they,  too,  had  observed  the  bird.  It  stayed  around  the  north  feeding 
station  for  some  time  and  they  called  Dr.  Axtcll  at  the  Museum,  who,  from  Mrs. 
Creighton’s  description  of  it,  said  it  had  to  be  an  immature  Harris’s  Sparrow.  I 
was  glad,  of  course,  that  I  had  been  correct,  but  being  an. amateur,  to  me  it  was 
just  a  bird  I  had  never  seen  before;  I  didn’t  know  that  it  was  one  of  those  birds 

that  ’’just  couldn’t  be,  because  none  has  ever  been  seen  here”, 

Mrs.  Griffin  told  mo  we  would  be  ’’invaded”,  -  and  we  were.  Wo  enjoyed  every¬ 
one  who  came  to  see  it.  The  bird  was  feeding  at  7  o’clock  Saturday  morning,  with 

the  throe  Fox  Sparrows,  and  stayed  around  all  day,  so  that  everyone  who  come  to  see 

it  was  rewarded.  It  fed  until  almost  dark,  and  was  back  at  7  o’clock  Sunday  morning. 
The  snow  was  partly  gone  by  then  and  we  often  saw  it  scratching  on  the  ground  under 
the  shrubs.  It  stayed  all  day  Sunday,  feeding  until  almost  dark. 
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Monday  morning  it  was  not  at  its  usual  place  and  we  haven't  seen  it  since.  Two 
of  the  Fox  Sparrows  hod  also  gone  and  the  third  one  had  gone  by  Tuesday.  One  could 
only  wonder,  where? 

Mrs.  Charles  W.  Avery,  Jr* 


THE  RED  PH ALAR OPE 


On  a  field  trip,  Sunday  November  25,  a  Red  Phalarope  was  observed  on  the 
Niagara  River  at  Fort  Niagara.  The  bifd  was  first  seen  in  flight  and  its  white 
wing-stripe  caused  the  party  to  search  the  shore  to  determine  what  it  was.  It  was 
found  swimming  on  the  river  close  to  the  bank. 

The  bird  was  extremely  tame,  which  made  it  possible  to  observe  it  for  a  long 
time  at  close  range.  The  general  impression  was  a  grey  and  white  bird  with  the 
characteristic  phalaropc-nark  through  the  eye.  The  forchoad,  most  of  the  crown,  the 
sides  of  the  head,  the  throat  and  the  visible  under  parts  were  white.  The  other 
parts  of  the  bird  were  various  shades  of  grey.  It  was  easy  to  sec  the  heavy  bill  with 
the  little  yellow  at  the  base  which  distinguishes  this  species  from  the  Northern 
Phalarope  whose  bill  is  very  needle-like. 

As  the  Rod  Phalarope  s^am  about,  its  body  was  in  constant  jerky  motion  and  it 
rapidly  dabbed  its  bill  into  the  water,  apparently  feeding. 

This  was  a  rare  opportunity  in  western  New  York  as  the  species  is  said  to  be 
the  most  maritime  of  phalaropcs  and  is  very  rarely  seen  inshore  or  inland  from  the 
sea. 

K.  Praemassing 


COMMITTEE  CHAIRMEN  1951-1952 

Program  -  Kathryn  Praemassing  -  87  Linden  Avenue,  Buffalo  14,  N.Y.  (VI.  3289) 
Publicity  -  Mrs.  R.  Gardner  Griffin  -  35  Woodview  Avc.,  Hamburg,  N.Y.  (EM,  1680) 
Finance  -  Mary  Louise  Emerson  -  587  Ashland  Avenue,  Buffalo  13,  N.Y.  (LI.  0067 ) 
Conservation  -  Edward  C.  Ulrich  -  193  LaSalle  Avenue,  Buffalo  14,  N.Y.  (PA.  8896) 
Membership  -  Mrs.  Ray  McCann  -  799  Potomac  Avenue,  Buffalo  9,  N.Y,  (EL.  6169) 


I  MEETINGS 


Regular  meetings  are  on  the  second  and  fourth  Wednesdays  of  the  month  at 

8:00  P.M.  in  the  Humboldt  Room  of  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science. 

January  9  -  Report  of  the  Christmas  Census;  Leader:  Mary  Louise  Emerson.  Book 

Review  given  by  Cl'-rk  S.  Beardslcc  -  "An  Old  Man's  Memories"  by 
W.I.  Ininch • 

January  23  -  Old  Timer's  Night;  Dinner  in  the  Museum  Cafeteria  at  6:30;  Pictures 

by  Janes  Savage  at  8:00.  Make  reservations  for  dinner  (Price  $2.25) 
with  E,  Praemassing  (VI,  3289),  87  Linden  Avc.,  Buffalo  14,  N.Y.  by 
January  19th.  Come  to  the  meeting  even  if  you  can't  cone  to  dinner. 
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(Hoc tings  con!t>) 

February  13  -  Talk  on  Birding  Experiences  in  Iowa  by  Fred  Hall,  The  Audubon 

Society  has  been  invited  to  join  us. 


FIELD  TRIPS 

January  13  -  Niagara  Loop,  Niagara-on-thc-Lakc ;  Leaders:  Edward  P.  Cummiskoy 

(VI.  33B2)  and  William  Alnendinger  (l.'A.  5136),  Meet  at  Peace  Bridge 
at  8:00  A. II. 

January  27  -  Rochester,  Durand  Eastman  Park;  Leader:  Janes  Braunberns  (FR.  2751). 

Moot  at  University  Plaza,  Main  City  Line  at  7:30  A.M. 

February  3  -  Allegany  State  Park;  Leaders:  Dr.  and  Mrs,  Karl  Eschclnan  (UN,  5091) 

Meet  at  University  Plaza,  Main  City  Line  at  6:00  A.M. 

February  17  -  Wilson:  Shrikes:  Leader:  Bernard  Nathan  (GR.  0675 )„  Meet  at 

Delaware  and  Hortol  Avenues  at  7:00  A.M. 


February  22-24  -  Linborlost,  Ontario:  Loaders:  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Axel  Hoilborn,  8874 

Lind'borg  Avenue,  Niagara  Falls,  New  York,  Contact  the  leaders  now 
if  you  arc  going. 


Please  nail  your  records  not  later  than  January  3>  to  Mrs.  H.H.  Axtcll,  301  We st 
Utica  Street,  Buffalo  22,  New  York 

EDITOR:  Ray  McCann,  799  Potomac  Avenue,  Buffalo  9,  New  York  (EL.  6169) 

TREASURER  -  Elizabeth  Faul,  154  Woodward  Avenue,  Buffalo  14>  New  York  (PA.  9365) 
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Published  Nor thly  by  the  Buffal o  Ornithological  Society 

Buffalo,  New  York 


THE  MONTH 

In  the  first  seven  days  of  December,  mean  temperatures  averaged  17°  above  the 
normal  -  helped  along  by  record  breakers  on  the  3rd  and  7th,  A  high  of  61°  on  the 
3rd  accompanied  with  sunny  skies  made  for  brisk  Christmas  shopping  and  treated 
golfers  to  one  'ast  round.  Or  so  they  thought  -  for  on  the  7th  a  mild  66o  again 
broke  the  previous  all-time  high  of  59°  for  the  day  set  in  1946.  Cold,  stormy 
Treather  brought  back  memories  of  ’’the  good  old  days”  beginning  with  the  11th  and 
continuing  almost  without  break  through  the  26th,  There  were  many  periods  of  glazed 
highways  and  near  zero  visibilities.  Localized  lake  snowstorms  struck  first  north 
then  south  of  the  city  then  back  again.  South  Buffalo  had  up  to  two  feet  of  snow 
during  the  15th-17th  week  end.  A  windstorm  the  night  of  the  21st-22nd  caused  some 
damage,  YJ arm  moist  air  the  last  three  days  of  December  brought  unseasonable  high 
temperatures  and  melted  about  all  the  snow  causing  some  local  flooding. 

Robert  L.  Mansfield 
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Nov. 

1L 

1 

Beaver  Island  Pk, 

McCanns 

Snowy  Owl 

Dec. 

IF 

1 

Tifft  Street 

Mi  ioh  ell Nathan , 

26 

S chaff ner 

Tt 

1 

« 

A.S  :haffner,B.  Schaffner 

Flicker 

tt 

5 

1 

Buffalo 

Adams  rep,  Webster 

tt 

9 

1 

Grand  Island 

Andrle  et  al(E05  Trip) 

Red-headed  Wdpkr, 

it 

1 

1 

Buffalo 

Macdonalds  rep.  Webster 

Yellow-b,  Sapsucker 

tt 

5L 

1 

Lackawanna 

Brookner 

Brown-c.  Chickadee 

it 

2 

1 

Pi o  Coihorne,  Ont. 

Braunberns, Nathan  et  al 

tt 

15-31 

1 

Jamestown 

Jurkowski,  Bursewicz, 

R.H.  Sundell  et  al 

Red-br,  Nuthatch 

tt 

1 

1 

Eont  Aurora 

Hoyt  rep.  James 

all 

month 

1 

LaSalle 

Heilborn 

Dec 

.  3-31 

1 

Jamestown 

Jurkowski 

Winter  Wren 

tt 

1 

1 

Chaut.  Lake  Outlet 

Bursevricz,  Jurkowski 

t? 

22,23 

1,1 

tt 

Jurkowski 

Carolina  Wren 

tt 

2 

1 

Rose  Hill 

Fisk 

tt 

1-3,5, 

6,26  1 

Bemus  Point 

Taylor 

Cedar  Waxwing 

tt 

18 

; 

Frewsburg 

R.A.  Sundell 

Red-w,  Blackbird 

tt 

20-23 

2 

Frewsburg 

Sundells 

Grackle 

tt 

18L 

1 

u 

R.A.  Sundell 

Cowbird 

n 

1 

2 

Tifft  Street 

Nathan 

Evening  Grosbeak 

tt 

13 

6 

Holland 

Janes 

tt 

15 

18 

Jamestown 

Bursewicz,  Jurkowski 

tt 

21,22, 

23 

11,30,43 

tt 

Jurkowski 

tt 

25 

6 

Orchard  Park 

Miller  rep.  Axtell 

tt 

28 

10 

Andover 

McMurtry 

all 

month 

30 

Frewsburg 

Sundells 

Pine  Grosbeak 

Dec. 

1 

30 

Shadigee  to  Rochester  A.  Ulrich  et  al 

tt 

1 

1 

Chestnut  Ridge  Pk. 

Mitchell,  Nathan, 

Schaffner 

it 

2 

1 

Long  Beach  Woods 

Braunberns,  Nathan  etal 

early  Dec. 

2 

Andover 

Dr.  Watson  rep. 

McMurtry 

Dec. 

9 

1 

Young stown  Cen. 

Andrle  et  al  (BCS  Trip) 

tt 

15 

1 

Frewsburg 

Folker  rep.  R.A.  Sundell 

Common  Redpoll 

it 

IF 

10 

Shadigee  to  Rochester  A.  Ulrich  et  al 

Eastern  Towhee 

tt 

9 

2 

Bemus  Point 

Jones  rep.  Parker 

Swamp  Sparrow 

it 

5L 

1 

S.  end  E.  River  Rd. 

Gamble,  Andrle,  Gampp 

TOTAL  SPECIES  observed  during  1951  -  253. 


ERRATUM :  In  Nov,  Prothonotary  the  Tufted  Titmouse,  Oct.  7,  should  have  been  listed 
as  Barcelona,  K,  Praenassing  et  al  (BOS  Trip) 


ECUADOR 


Ecuador, 
of  birds. 


is  an  area  less  than  that  of  New  York  and  Pennsylvania,  and  subspecies 

from  ’’The  Distribution  of  Bird  Life  in 
Ecuador”  -  Frank  M.  Chapman  -  1926, 
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B.O.S.  TWENTY -THIRD  ANNUAL  CHRISTMAS  BIRD  COUNT 
_ DECEMBER  30,  1951 _ 

Territory  —  Grand  Island,  Niagara  River  from  Buffalo  harbor  to  the  Borge  below  the 
Falls,  adjoining  parts  of  New  York  State  and  Ontario,  Kenmore,  Tonawanda, 
North  Tonawanda,  part  of  Niagara  Falls  -  N.Y.,  part  of  Niagara  Falls  - 
Ontario,  and  nearby  parts  of  Ontario  parks  and  waterways .  Same  as  previous 
years  except  without  Navy  Island. 

Weather  -  Fog  covered  the  area  most  of  the  morning  and  made  the  visibility  poor.  The 
West  River  fog  cleared  earlier  than  the  East  River  fog.  Mostly  cloudy, 
mild,  high  tenoernture  40-45  degrees,  southwest  wind  0-10  m.p.h.,  scattered 
showers  at  noon.  7  inches  of  snow  covered  the  ground.  Small  streams  and 
Burntship  Creek  VTere  frozen.  Some  ice  was  flowing  dov/n  the  West  River. 
There  was  an  ice  bridge  at  the  Falls. 

Coverage  -  4&  observers  in  15  field  parties.  Total  hours  -  99  from  7  A.M,  to  6  P.M. 
Total  number  of  miles  -  499,  of  which  75  were  on  foot  and  424  by  car. 

Territories  and  Observers  - 

A.  -  Buffalo  harbor  to  Peace  Bridge,  Niagara  River  Canadian  shore  north  of 

Peace  Bridge  to,  and  including,  Niagara  Falls,  Ontario  -  James  Savage, 
Wn.  Almendinger,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Geo.  North  (Hamilton,  Ont.),  Eric  Bartin 
(Hamilton,  Ont.). 

B.  -  Canada:  inland  west  of  Queen  Elizabeth  Way,  south  of  Town  Line  Road  - 

Clark  S.  Beardslee. 

C.  -  Canada:  inland  west  of  Sodom  Road  between  Town  Line  Road  and  Portage 

Road,  Niagara  Gorge  -  Bernard  Nathan,  Janes  Braunberns,  Irwin  Woldnan. 

D.  -  American  shore  of  Niagara  River  north  of  Peace  Bridge  to  Tonawanda 

Creek,  west  of  Military  Road  -  Harold  D.  Mitchell,  Fred  Hall,  Robert 
Wagner. 

E.  -  Inland  Buffalo  and  Kennore,  east  of  Military  Road,  south  of  Sheridan 

Drive,  west  of  Niagara  Falls  Boulevard  and  Main  Street,  north  of 
Porter  and  North  Streets;  includes  Forest  Lawn,  Delaware  Park,  and 
Lincoln  Park  -  Marie  Wendling,  Gertrude  Webster. 

F.  -  Tonawanda  and  North  Tonawanda,  south  of  Erie  Avenue,  east  of  Military 

Road,  north  of  Sheridan  Drive,  west  of  Niagara  Falls  Boulevard; 
includes  Elnlawn  and  Whitechapel  Cemeteries,  Ellicott  Creek  Park, 
Tonawanda  Creek,  and  Tonawanda  Island  -  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Arthur  C.  Brettle. 

G.  -  American  shore  of  Niagara  River  from  Erie  Avenue  in  North  Tonawanda  to 

Grand  Island  Bridge  in  Niagara  Falls;  inland  territory  bound  by  Erie 
Avenue,  Shawnee  Road,  Lockport  Road,  Military  Rond,  and  64th  Street; 
includes  Cayuga  Island,  Niagara  Falls  and  Walmore  dumps,  and  Wurlitzer 
-  Harold  D.  Mitchell,  Fred  Hall,  Robert  Wagner. 

H.  -  Niagara  Falls  west  of  64th  Street,  south  of  Military  Road  and  Lockport 

Road;  includes  shore  from  Grand  Island  Bridge  to  Rainbow  Bridge,  Goat 
Island  and  Hyde  Park  -  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Edward  Ulrich,  Lena  Turner, 

Mrs.  Mercedeth  Lovelace. 

I.  -  Rogerson’s  feeding  station,  Niagara  Falls,  N.Y.  -  Wheeler  H.  Rogerson. 

J.  -  Grand  Island  south  of  Fix  Road  -  Dr.  8c  Mrs.  Harold  Axtell. 

K.  -  Grand  Island  north  of  Fix  Road,  south  of  Staley  Road,  southwest  of 

Boulevard  -  John  Filor,  Arthur  Schnffner. 

L.  -  Grand  Island  north  of  Staley  Road,  west  of  Baseline  Road,  south  of 

Bedell  Road  -  Heather  Thorpe,  Hart  Kivett, 

M.  -  Grand  Island  east  of  Baseline  Road,  south  of  Bedell  Road,  west  of 

Stony  Point  Road,  south  of  Whitehaven  Road,  north  of  Staley  Road, 
northeast  of  Boulevard  -  Mr.  &  Mrs.  William  C,  Vaughan,  Whitney 
Malian. 

N.  -  Grand  Island  north  of  Whitehaven  Road,  East  of  Stony  Point  Road,  .south 

of  Ransom  Road  -  Mr.  8c  Mrs.  Winston  Droeknot*. 
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*’  Grand  Island  east  of  Baseline  Road  and  Woods  Creek,  north  of  Bedell 
and  Ranson  Roads  -  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Walter  Klabunde,  Philip  Klabunde. 

P.  -  Grand  Island  north  of  Bedell  Road,  west  of  Baseline  Road  and  Woods 
Creek,  Buckhorn  Island  -  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Axel  Heilborn,  Julie  Heilborn, 
Karl  Heilborn,  Wn.  Horne. 

Observers  at  large  on  Grand  Island  —  Jo  Windsor,  Elizabeth  Faul,  Jennie  Grahan, 

Eleanor  Jones  (Scranton,  Pa.),  Richard  Byron,  Mary  Louise  Emerson. 

Birds  Recorded 


Number 

Species 

Territory 

Number 

Species 

Territorv 

3 

Common  Loon 

A 

106 

Ring-b .  Gull 

4 

Gr.  Blue  Heron 

DV 

10 

Bonaparte^  Bull 

JL 

8 

B.-cr.  Night  Heron 

E 

4 

Screech  Owl 

EJL 

219 

Mallard 

1 

Great  Horned  Owl 

C 

764 

Black  Duck 

4 

Long-eared  Owl 

GK 

1 

Gadwall 

H 

2 

Belted  Kingfisher 

AD 

27 

Pintail 

ACH 

1 

Flicker 

C 

10 

Redhead 

AGO 

5 

Red-headed  Wdpkr. 

9562 

Canvas-back 

IS 

Hairy  Woodpecker 

5341 

Greater  Scaup 

60 

Downy  Woodpecker 

35 

Lesser  Scaup 

102 

Blue  Jay 

2537 

Aner.  Golden-eye 

285 

Crow 

39 

Bufflehead 

AJP 

325 

Black-c.  Chickadee 

62 

Old-squaw 

2 

Brown-c.  Chickadee 

CG 

1 

Harlequin  Duck 

H 

60 

White-br.  Nuthatch 

5 

White-w.  Scoter 

ACJ 

4 

Red-br.  Nuthatch 

FGH 

3 

Hooded  Merganser 

CK 

20 

Brown  Creeper 

1065 

Aner.  Merganser 

2 

Winter  Wren 

OP 

no 

Red-br.  Merganser 

1 

Robin 

E 

3 

Coopers  Hawk 

FIM 

4 

Golden-cr.  Kinglet 

KLN 

25 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

1909 

Starling 

1 

Red-should.  Hawk 

C 

1621 

House  Sparrow 

5 

Rough-leg.  Hawk 

FMN 

29 

Cardinal 

1 

Bald  Engle 

J 

1 

Common  Redpoll 

P 

1 

Marsh  Hawk 

0 

6 

Pine  Siskin 

C 

45 

Sparrow  Hawk 

1 

Goldfinch 

L 

5 

Ruffed  Grouse 

AC 

3 

Eastern  Towhee 

NO 

364 

Pheasant 

20 

Slate-col,  Junco 

1 

Glaucous  Gull 

D 

197 

Tree  Sparrow 

1 

Iceland  Gull 

D 

1 

White-th.  Sparrow 

J 

66 

Gt,  Black-b.  Gull 

7 

Song  Sparrow 

2506 

Herring  Gull 

Comments  -  The  fog  in  the  norning  had  some  of  the  observers  wondering  if  a  duck 

would  be  seen  l  The  total  of  63  species  is  the  lowest  for  the  last  four  years. 
However  27,633  individuals  is  the  highest  recorded.  The  Brown-capped 
Chickadee  is  new  for  our  Christmas  Count;  Mr.  Mitchell  and  party  observed  one 
in  the  woods  near  the  Wurlitzer  Plant;  Mr.  Nathan,  and  party  found  one  in 
Dufferin  Park  at  Niagara  Falls,  Ontario.  The  Harlequin  Duck  appeared  for  the 
Count;  the  Ulrichs  and  p~rty  observed  him  in  the  usual  place  at  the  foot  of 
the  American  falls.  Our  only  other  Christmas  Count  record  for  this  duck  was 
in  1933  when  three  were  seen.  The  Red-shouldered  Hark  had  not  been  seen  on 
the  Christmas  Count  since  193S,  The  Towhee  has  been  seen  on  two  previous 
Christmas  Counts  -  1947  and  1950.  The  Canvas-back  arrived  earlier  than  it 
has  in  previous  years  to  make  the  highest  count  on  record  for  our  area. 

Numbers  of  White-breasted  Nuthatches  and  Red-breasted  Nuthatches  were  the 
highest  recorded  for  the  Christmas  Count;  the  number  of  Black-capped 
Chickadees  was  the  second  highest  recorded;  Cardinals,  Hairy  Woodpeckers, 
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Downy  Woodpeckers,  and  Rod-heeded  Woodpeckers  appeared  in  good  numbers. 
Where  were  the  Grebes,  Horned  Larks,  Meadowlarks,  Shrikes,  Red-wings, 
Cowbirds ,  Longspars ,  Buntings ,  and  Short-eared  Owls  which  have  been  seen 
intermittently  on  the  Christmas  Count  over  a  period  of  years?  Comparative¬ 
ly  few  Tree  Sparrows  end  a  small  number  of  Juncos  were  seen. 

Sixteen  members  enjoyed  the  hospitality  of  Mr,  &  Mrs.  Heilborn  and  family 
at  noon,  and  twenty-two  gathered  in  the  evening  at  the  Delqua  Restaurant  to  report 
on  the  events  of  the  day, 

Mary  Louise  Emerson 


SEVEN  WEEKS  AT  HAM  MQUNTAIN,»1951 

Conservation  should  mean  more  to  us  now  than  at  any  time  in  the  past.  For 
today  we  are  witnessing  the  thoughtless  progressive  destruction  of  wildlife  habitats 
in  every  quarter  1  As  those  habitats  rapidly  disappear,  so  too  will  the  life  that 
depends  on  them  for  survival. 

Hawk  Mountain  Sanctuary  in  southeastern  Pennsylvania  is  an  example  of  what  can 
be  done  and  is  being  done  to  curb  this  wantoness.  Unfortunately  it  is  one  of  the 
few  effective  inviolate  sanctuaries  to  be  found  anywhere.  Sign  bearing  pseudo  - 
conservationists  are  to  be  found  everywhere,  but  their  only  aims  are  game  propagation 
and  bigger  bag  limits  i  At  Hawk  Mountain  there  is  NO  predator  control,  yet  this 
fall  on  October  22  I  flushed  15  Ruffed  Grouse  along  the  six  mile  south  boundary  line 
alone.  Do  you  know  why? 

Many  of  you  have  read  ’’Hawks  Aloft”  by  Maurice  Broun,  the  curator  of  the 
Sanctuary,  It  is  the  interesting  and  forceful  story  of  the  Sanctuary  seventeen 
years  ago  and  of  the  ensuing  struggle. 

Others  of  you  have  been  fortunate  enough  to  go  there,  to  climb  its  rustic  trail, 
and  to  sit  breathless  on  the  rocky  crags  of  its  summit;  There  on  your  lofty  perch, 
with  the  beautiful  Pennsylvania  countryside  rolling  away  to  the  horizon,  and  with  a 
sharp  northwest  wind  cutting  your  cheek  you  watch  that  wondrous  sight  -  the  annual 
fall  hawk  migration  I  Ahead  of  you  to  the  northeast  the  Kittakinny  Ridge  of  the  Blue 
Mountain  winds  its  way  toward  New  Jersey.  To  the  south  and  west  the  ridge  continues 
on  its  way  in  the  opposite  direction.  The  Blue  Mountain  is  the  southeasterly  fringe 
of  the  higher  Appalachian  group,  paralleled  by  a  series  of  valleys  to  the  north,  and 
the  ’’Great  Valley”  to  the  southeast.  You  watch  anxiously,  talking  expectantly  with 
your  fellow  observers;  soon  you  see  specks  along  the  ridge  to  the  northeast. 

Gradually  the  snccks  take  on  more  distinct  forms  -  gliding,  wheeling,  soaring  hawks  l 
Beating  rapidly,  then  sailing,  they  float  effortlessly  past  and  disappear  to  the 
southwest,  searching  as  they  go  for  favorable  thermal  drafts  and  deflection  currents. 
Soon  they  will  be  hunting  in  their  wintering  areas  of  northern  South  America,  Central 
America,  Mexico,  and  the  southern  states. 

Each  weekend  that  I  have  visited  the  Sanctuary  in  years  past,  I  have  wanted  to 
spend  more  time  there.  This  year  my  wishes  were  realized;  I  was  neither  dis¬ 
appointed  nor  disillusioned  by  what  I  learned;  never  once  was  I  bored  by  the  multi- 
mooded  scene.  From  September  29  to  November  16  I  worked  for  the  Hawk  Mountain 
Sanctuary  Association.  On  weekends  I  was  at  the  entrance,  helping  the  able  and 
vivacious  Irma  Broun.  During  the  week  on  flying  days  (days  with  wind  and  with  no 
rain)  I  was  at  the  Lookout,  one  and  one-third  miles  from  Schaunboch’s  (the  head¬ 
quarters).  I  also  took  my  day  off  during  the  week  and  went  to  the  shooting  spots 
along  the  rest  of  the  ridge,  but  I  found  little  activity  there. 

The  largest  part  of  the  hawk  flight  had  occurred  before  my  arrival.  During 
September  the  Broud-wiuged  Hawk  flights  helped  total  over  12,500  hawks  for  the 
month.  The  birds  outnumbered  the  visitors  by  6  to  1.  There  were  Sundays  in  October 
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when  the  800  people  swamped  us  -  and  the  birds  l 

I  ras  at  the  Lookout  23  days  rnd  saw  2500  hawks,  averaging  5.9  species  of  hawks 
and  eagles  per  flying  day.  The  Sanctuary  average  for  October  was  6,9  and  for  the 
first  half  of  November  an  eye-opening  6,2.  During  the  47  days  from  October  1  to 
November  16  there  were  34  flying  days,  24  of  which  yielded  6  or  more  species.  My 
list  for  this  period  included  13  species:  Goshawk  5,  Sharp-shinned  Hawk  705, 

Cooper’s  Hav;k  87,  Red-tailed  Hawk  1318,  Red-shouldered  Hawk  210,  Broad-winged  Hawk 
64,  Golden  Eagle  12,  Bald  Eagle  3,  Harsh  Hawk  57,  Osprey  16,  Peregrine  4,  Pigeon 
Hawk  10,  Sparrow  Hawk  29,  unidentified  hawks  27. 

October  12  was  one  of  the  best  days  for  me  -  eleven  species,  including  four 
Golden  Eagles  and  a  tercel  Peregrine,  which  dove  at  one  of  the  eagles  directly  over 
our  heads.  Seven  Pigeon  Hawks’,  among  the  other  277  hawks  seen,  really  set  the  day 

off  right.  The  conditions  were  ideal-rain  all  day  on  the  11th,  a  clearing,  cool, 

high  pressure  front  on  tho  12th,  Steady  northwest  winds  prevailed  all  day.  Little 
wonder  I  promised  some  eagles  to  the  early  visitors  if  they  would  stay  until  late 
afternoon,  Ily  predictions  were  not  always  this  accurate;  on  October  7  I  had  just 

announced  tho  ’’official  noonday  lult”  when  within  seconds  a  beautiful  immature 

Golden  Eagle  appeared,  followed  quickly  by  a  Peregrine  and  a  Pigeon  Hawk  1 1  Indeed, 
enough  to  make  a  man  hang  onto  his  binoculars  for  life. 

On  November  6  I  finally  saw  my  first  Goshawk  after  their  many  weekend 
appearances.  The  same  day  yielded  the  first  Pine  Grosbeaks  for  the  Sanctuary  list 
rand  also  some  Pine  Siskins  and  Snow  Buntings  -  just  what  you  might  expect  about  700 
miles  farther  north.  Seven  species  in  21  individuals  occurred  on  November  9.  That’s 
going  some  l  These  included  my  second,  third,  fourth,  and  fifth  Goshawks. 

Casual  birding  '’bout  the  Sanctuary  yielded  83  species  other  than  hawks.  These 
included  such  species  as  Canada  Geese,  Vliistling  Swans,  Wild  Turkeys,  American 
Raven  (l),  and  Evening  Grosbeaks.  In  all  I  walked  about  70  miles  on  the  trails  to 
the  Lookout  and  20  miles  posting  -  90  miles  of  pleasure.  The  walking  and  Trna 
Broun’ s  cooking  (especially  her  apple  pies)  put  me  in  fine  shape  for  a  hard  winter, 
Tho  parade  of  fall  foliage,  the  inspiring  hawk  flights,  scenes  of  fog  filled  valleys, 
snow  covered  laurel  and  rhododendron  bordering  the  trails,  interesting  visitors, 
and  many  beautiful  mornings  at  Schaumboch’s  made  it  a  memorable  fall.  Added  to  this 
overflowing  cup,  the  fine  wit  and  wonderful  friendship  of  Maurice  and  Irma  Broun 
leave  one  nothing  to  ask. 

In  closing  I  hope  that  any  of  you  who  have  not  visited  the  Sanctuary  will  do  so 
in  1952,  Also,  that  those  of  you  who  can  will  take  out  memberships  in  the  Associa¬ 
tion  soon,  thereby  aiding  its  work.  As  members  you  not  only  help  materially,  but  you 
will  receive  reports,  such  ns  the  Newsletter  in  early  1952.  In  the  coming  Newsletter 
is  a  complete  report  for  the  past  year.  I  do  hope  you’ll  read  it. 

Donald  J.  Gamble 


SEEDS 


More  than  72,000  seeds  have  been  taken  from  a  single  duck  stomach. 

from  ’’The  Book  of  Birds”  -  National 

Geographic  Society 


FAST  LIVING 


Birds  have  a  higher  temperature  and  a  more  rapid  circulation  than  any  other 
group  of  vertebrates. 
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MEETINGS 


[lootings  are  in  the  Hunbolt  Room  of  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  at  8:00  P.M.  unless 
otherwise  stated. 


February  13  - 

February  27  - 
March  12  - 
March  22 


March  26 


"Birding  Experiences  in  lavra"  -  Fred  Hall*  The  Audubon  Society  has 
been  invited  to  join  us. 

Kodachrones  -  Clair  A.  Sonerside. 

"Predator  and  Prey  Relations"  -  Dr.  Harold  Axtell 
Special  Dinner  Meeting  -  Dr.  Richard  M,  Saunders  of  Toronto  will  be 
the  speaker  at  a  dinner  at  Kathryn  Lawrence’s  Tea  Room,  641  Delaware 
Avenue,  at  6:15  P.M.  -  expected  price  $2.25  including  tip. 

Plans  for  Spring  Duck  Census  -  Leader:  Harold  D.  Mitchell  (VI.  2587), 
378  Crescent  Avenue,  Buffalo  14,  New  York.  Open  Forun  on  Hawks  with 
Harold  D.  Mitchell,  leader. 


FIELD  TRIPS 


Sunday,  Feb.  3  -  Allegany  State  Park  -  Leaders:  Dr.  &  Mrs.  Karl  Eschelnan  (UN.  5091). 

Meet  at  University  Plaza,  Main  Street  at  City  Line  at  6:00  A.M. 

Sunday,  Feb.  17  -  Wilson  for  Shrikes  -  Leader:  Bernard  Nathan  (GR.  0675)*  Meet  at 

Delaware  and  Hertel  at  7:00  A.M. 

Friday, -Sunday,  February  22-24  -  Linberlost,  Ontario,  -  Leaders:  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Axel 

Heilborn,  8874  Lindberg  Avenue,  Niagara  Falls,  New  York. 

Sunday,  March  9  -  Canada  -  Guests  of  Hamilton  Birders.  Leave  Peace  Bridge  at 

7:30  A.M,  Meet  Hamilton  Nature  Club  at  Brocks  Monument.  Leader: 
Gertrude  Webster  (PA.  7768). 

Sunday,  March  23  -  Oak  Orchard  -  Dr.  Saunders  v/ill  be  our  guest.  Leader:  Winston 

Brockner  (EL.  6888).  Meet  at  University  Plaza,  Main  Street  at  City 
Line  at  7:30  A.M, 

Sunday,  March  30  -  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  and  nearby  sinks,  Toronto  and  Hamilton  birders 

will  be  our  guests.  Leaders:  Walter  Klabunde  and  Winston  Brockner 
(EL.  6888),  Meet  at  University  Plaza,  Main  St.  at  City  Line  at 
7:30  A.M. 


RECORDS 


Each  month's  issue  of  the  Prothonotary  contains  Noteworthy  Records  from  the 
previous  month.  Tabulating,  collating,  and  checking  these  records  is  an  enormous 
amount  of  work  for  the  Statisticians  and  the  Junior  Statistician.  The  Prothonotary 
has  frequently  been  delivered  to  you  several  weeks  after  the  end  of  the  month  of 
issue.  One  of  the  principal  reasons  for  this  late  delivery  is  that  records  have 
been  received  late  fron  observers.  At  the  January  9th  meeting  the  members  present 
passed  a  resolution  to  set  aside  records  which  are  received  late.  Exceptionally 
noteworthy  records  which  are  received  late  will  be  held  over  to  the  following  month. 
However,  recent  records  are  the  most  newsworthy.  Please  mail  your  records  for  each 
nonth  not  later  than  the  third  day  of  the  following  month  to  Mrs.  H.H.  Axtell, 

301  West  Utica  Street,  Buffalo  22,  New  York. 

EDITOR:  Ray  McCann,  799  Potomac  Avenue,  Buffalo  9,  New  York  (EL.  6169) 

TREASURER:  Elizabeth  Faul,  154  Loodward  Avenue,  Buffalo  14,  New  York  (PA.  9365) 
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Published  Monthly  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society 

Buffalo.  New  York 


THE  MONTH 


January  was  a  relatively  mild  nonth  -  for  all  those  who  weathered  New  Year’s 
eve  in  good  shape.  In  this  clime  of  uncertain  weather,  we  have  grown  accustomed  to 
almost  anything  -  but  the  weatherman  must  have  made  a  resolution  to  duplicate  the 
weather  of  a  year  ago.  Looking  in  the  record  book,  we  find  the  average  monthly 
temperature  for  January  1951  exactly  the  same  as  *  52  —  28. 5°.  Even  the  ups  and 
downs  were  about  the  same  -  1951  -  high  of  62°  on  the  20th,  low  of  1°  on  the  29th; 
1952  -  high  of  58°  on  the  15th,  low  of  5°  on  the  30th.  The  only  record  that  didn’t 
measure  up  to  this  pattern  was  the  bird  count,  77  species  this  January,  5  less  than 
last  year.  The  gulls  had  a  mid-season  opportunity  to  practice  up  on  their  ship 
tracking  -  the  Canadian  freighter  Inkster  sailed  on  the  24th  amid  an  assortment  of 
wild  screaming. 

Robert  L.  Mansfield 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 
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Other  species  report'd  during  January  are  Horned  Grebe,  B,-cr.  Night  Heron, 
Mallard,  Black  Duck^  Redhead,  Greater  Scaup,  Lesser  Scaup,  Aner,  Golden-eye,  Buffle- 
head,  Old  Squaw,  Red-br.  Merganser,  Cooper’s  Hawk,  Red-tailed  Hawk,  Marsh  Hawk, 
Ruffed  Grouse,  Pheasant,  Gr,  Black— b»  Gull,  Herring  Gull,  Ring-b#  Gull,  Rock  Dove, 
Screech  Owl,  Great  Horned  Owl,  Belted  Kingfisher,  Pilcated  Wdpkr,,  Hairy  Wdpkr., 
Downy  Wapkr . ,  Blue  Jay,  Crow,  Black-c.  Chickadee,  Whitc-br.  Nuthatch,  Brown  Creeper, 
Gslden-cr.  Kinglet,  Starling,  House  Sparrow,  Cardinal,  Goldfinch,  Slate-col.  Junco, 
Tree  Sparrow,  Song  Sparrow. 

Number  of  species  recorded  in  January  -  77 


REPORT  ON  5H0REBIRDS  IN  LANCASTER  TOWNSHIP 


This  Shorebird  spot  is  located  on  Cayuga  Creek  where  it  flows  under  Broadway  in 
Lancaster  Township,  The  attractive  conditions  for  shorebirds  were  created  by  the 
U.S.  Army  Engineers  project  of  flood  control.  The  creek  being  widened,  created  mud 
and  sand  flats  and  a  general  shallowness.  Most  of  the  creek  is  rocky  but  on  both 
sides  of  the  bridge  there  are  short  stretches  of  nud  and  grass  flats  where  a  majority 
of  the  shorebirds  were  found  feeding  and  resting. 

Living  in  Depew,  about  2  miles  from  this  spot,  I  had  the  opportunity  of  being 
an  observer  there  between  July  14,  and  August  16,  1951.  Out  of  a  possible  34  days, 
observations  were  made  on  24.  On  no  occasion  were  more  than  two  days  in  a  row 
missed ,  Observations  were  made  mostly  between  the  hours  of  7  and  9  P.M.  On  one  day 
visits  were  made  both  in  the  morning  and  evening.  Contrary  to  expectations  the  visit 
in  the  evening  proved  to  be  as  productive  if  not  better  than  that  in  the  morning. 

Most  of  the  observations  were  nade  in  good  weather.  However  a  few  visits'  to 
the  area  wore  nade  on  bod  days.  The  weather  did  not  appreciably  affect  the  numbers 
and  speeies  of  shorebirds. 

Due  to  the  large  breeding  population,  Killdeers  and  Spotted  Sandpiperrs  were  net 
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CHART  SHOWING  HUMBER  OF  SPECIES,  NUMBER  OF  INDIVIDUALS  OF 
EACH  SPECIES,  AND  TOTAL  NUMBER  OF  INDIVIDUALS  OF  SHORE  BIRDS 
SEEN  DAILY  AT  CAYUGA  CREEK  AND  BROADWAY  IN  LANCASTER 
TOWNSHIP,  ERIE  COUNTY,  NEW  YORK,  DURING  JULY  AND  AUGUST  1951. 
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GRAPH  OF  THE  NUMERICAL  VARIATION  OF  SKORSBIRDS 
DURxlTCf  PERIOD  OF  OBSERVATION  AT  CAYUGA  CHEEK  AND 
BROADWAY  IN  LANCASTER  TOUNSHIP,  ERIE  COUNTY,  NEW  YORK 
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counted.  On  July  14th,  the  first  day  of  observation,  a  total  of  46  individuals  of 
five  species  were  seen^  The  total  nunber  of  individuals  increased  to  97  by  the  23rd 
and  then  decreased  to  63  by  the  28th.  The  nonth  ended  with  an  upsurge  when  a  wave 
of  Senipalxiated  Sandpipers  caused  it  to  increase  sharply  to  179  on  the  31st,  The 
nunbers  then  climbed  to  a  peak  of  309  individuals  by  the  7th  of  August  and  then 
decreased  to  224  individuals  on  the  last  day  of  observation,  the  16th. 

A  total  of  11  species  were  represented  although  not  more  than  8  were  on  any 
one  day,  Dowitchers  were  first  seen  on  July  16th  when  two  individuals  were  observed. 
One  or  both  v/ere  present  through  to  July  21st.  One  individual  occurred  from 
August  13th  through  the  16th. 

One  Black-bellied  Plover  was  watched  on  the  14th  and  15th  of  August, 

One  Ringed  Plover  was  observed  on  the  22nd  of  July  and  a  total  of  12  during  the 
month  of  August.  No  more  than  two  were  present  on  any  one  day. 

Beginning  v;ith  one  individual  on  the  21st  of  July,  Pectoral  Sandpipers  were 
seen  until  the  16th  of  August,  with  8  being  the  highest  count  during  any  one  visit. 

Least  Sandpipers  were  present  throughout  both  months.  Fifteen  were  observed  on 
the  14th  of  July.  Their  number  reached  a  maximum  of  40  on  the  17th  of  July  and  then 
decreased  to  a  low  of  2  on  August  16th. 

Senipalnated  Sandpipers  vrere  found  on  every  day.  Two  individuals  were  seen  on 
the  14th  of  July.  Semi’s  steadily  increased  and  took  a  sudden  climb  on  the  31st  to 
130.  They  reached  their  maximum  on  the  4th  of  August,  when  285  were  counted,  then 
decreased  to  200  by  August  16th.  ,  * 
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One  Stilt  Sandpiper  presented  itself  on  July  21st  -  23rd,  Three  were  present 
on  the  24th,  two  on  the  25th  and  one  on  the  27th. 

One  Western  Sandpiper  was  seen  on  the  10th,  11th  and  13th  of  August. 

Greater  Yellowlegs  were  scattered  throughout  both  months  with  4  being  the 
greatest  number  of  individuals  seen  during  one  visit. 

Lesser  Yellowlegs  were  present  on  every  day  of  observation.  They  increased 
from  25  to  a  peak  of  55  individuals  on  the  23rd  of  July  and  then  began  to  decrease 
to  a  low  of  6  on  the  13th  of  August. 

The  prevalent  species  was  the  Lesser  Yellowlegs  during  the  earlier  part  of 
July  and  the  Senipalmated  Sandpipers  from  the  last  of  July  through  August. 

Hart  Kivett 


SPITE  OBSERVATIONS  ON  THE  WINTERING  GULLS  OF  THE  BUFFALO  WATERFRONT 

It  is  evident  that  the  Niagara  Frontier  area  bordering  Lakes  Erie  and  Ontqrio 
and  the  Niagara  River  supports  one  of  the  largest  concentrations  of  wintering  gulls 
in  the  eastern  Great  Lakes  region.  This  population,  fluctuating  every  winter,  is 
centered  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Falls  gorge  and  rapids  qnd  the  Buffalo  waterfront 
dumping  areas  with  lesser  numbers  scattered  along  the  river.  At  times,  during  a 
winter,  one  or  all  of  these  sections  may  be  almost  devoid  of  the  birds,  indicating 
that  a  general  exodus  or  scattering  has  occurred  due  to  weather,  lake  and  river  ice 
conditions,  or  some  other  factor.  My  observations  have  mainly  been  made  within  the 
Buffalo  city  limits,  particularly  at  the  dump  locations  along  the  harbor  and 
Niagara  River. 

During  the  past  year  or  so,  the  abandoning  of  two  dumps  on  Fuhmann  Blvd.  and 
Tifft  St.  at  the  harbor  and  the  opening  of  the  Tifft  Farm  dump  between  these  two 
has  resulted  in  a  shift  of  the  gull  flock  to  this  latter  point  while  the  Squaw 
Island  dump  on  the  Niagara  River  remains  a  focal  area.  Herring  Gulls  constitute 
the  vast  majority  of  the  birds  while  some  Great  Black-backeds,  a  few  Glaucous  and 
Iceland  Gulls  and  at  times  Ring-billed  add  to  the  species.  Many  of  the  gulls  roost 
on  the  harbor  ice  off  the  dumps  or  along  the  breakwater,  a  favorite  spot  being 
opposite  the  foot  of  Tifft  St.  out  from  old  Stony  Point  on  the  wall.  As  the  winter 
progresses  and  the  weather  usually  grows  more  severe,  the  birds  frequent  the  dumps 
much  more.  In  the  winter  of  1949-50,  for  example,  there  was  little  snow  or  pro¬ 
longed  severe  cold,  the  lake  and  harbor  had  been  mostly  free  of  ice,  and  the  gulls 
did  not  visit  the  dumps  in  numbers  until  the  third  week  in  January,  when  conditions 
became  more  severe. 

There  is  so  much  gull  movement  and  variation  in  numbers  from  day  to  day  during 
the  winter  in  this  area  that,  from  the  data  available,  it  does  not  yet  seem  possible 
to  formulate  any  set  rules  or  constants  that  would  explain  their  activities.  Ob¬ 
viously  the  dump  conditions  exert  an  influence 5  the  presence  or  absence  of  fresh 
garbage,  whether  it  is  covered  by  heavy  snowfall  or  ice,  if  it  is  being  bulldozed 
and  uncovered  or  is  half  burnt,  all  affect  the  gull  movements.  The  birds  will 
apparently  feed  at  any  tine  of  day  but  most  frequently  before  noon  and  only  excess¬ 
ive  human  activity  on  the  dump,  especially  vehicular,  will  cause  them  to  leave. 

The  weather  is  an  even  greater  influence?  as  was  mentioned,  prolonged  low  tempera¬ 
tures,  ’~ith  snow  and  icing  over  of  lake  and  harbor  will  bring  the  birds  to  the 
dumps  in  numbers  if  they  can  obtain  the  refuse.  Heavy  snow  or  rain  will  usually 
keep  them  away.  During  high  winds  and  cold  weather  the  gulls,  although  feeding  on 
the  dump  to  some  extent,  will  mostly  be  in  the  air  or  be  standing  or  crouched 
facing  the  wind  on  the  harbor  ice. 
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The  gull  flocks  at  the  dumps  vary  in  size  considerably  through  the  winter;  one 
day  there  nay  be  only  a  hundred  or  less  in  one  spot  and  in  a  day  or  two  a  thousand 
or  nore  nay  be  present.  As  the  thaws  cone  and  the  ice  starts  to  break  up,  the  birds 
begin  to  scatter  and  to  feed  in  the  open  \?ater  of  the  harbor  and  the  river.  Sone— 
tines  as  nany  as  700  nay  be  seen  above  the  Peace  Bridge  at  the  source  of  the 
Niagara,  My  estinates  of  the  total  nunber  of  birds  in  the  river  and  harbor  area  at 
different  tines  during  the  past  winters  have  ranged  fron  a  nininun  of  a  few  hundred 
to  over  7000. 

Robert  F.  Andrle 


JANUARY  23rd.  -  OLD  TIMERS1  MIGHT 

Dinner  in  the  Museum  Cafeteria  was  enjoyed  by  64  nenbers,  past  nenbers,  and 
guests.  Anong  then  were  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Ellsworth  Jaeger,  and  four  charter  nenbers, 
Janes  Savage,  Clark  S.  Beards lee,  Harold  D.  Mitchell,  and  Ray  Verrill.  The  pre¬ 
sence  of  nany  birders,  who  have  not  been  at  neetings  for  a  long  tine,  added  totiie 
pleasure  of  the  neeting.  Sone  of  then  were  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  Epos,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Ward  Klepfer,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  Kratzer,  Mr.  and  Mrs,  Clair  Sonerside,  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  Albert  Shadle,  Edith  Robson,  B.  Katrina  Schwengcr,  and  Dorothy  Duttwoiler.  It 
was  regretted  that  an  all  day  snow  stom  nnde  it  impossible  for  the  Wanders  and  the 
Selbys  to  get  through. 

After  the  regular  business  neeting,  Clark  Beardslee  gave  a  brief  sunrary  of 
the  history  of  the  organization.  Anong  other  things,  he  told  that  the  nane  of the 
Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  was  chosen  by  its  founders  to  remind  its  nenbers 
that  the  purpose  of  the  organization  is  the  scientific  study  of  birds. 

Janes  Savage  showed  sone  of  his  excellent  early  noviee  of  the  activities  of 
the  organization,  Sone  had  been  taken  on  field  trips  including  the  nenorable  day 
when  the  first  Prothonotary  Warbler  was  seen  at  Oak  Orchard  Swanp.  Others  were 
beautiful  close-ups  of  birds  of  this  area. 

It  was  the  enthusiasn  and  the  spirit  in  which  everyone  participated  that  made 
it  a  nenorable  neeting. 


Kathryn  Praenassing, 


NIAGARA  ON  THE  LAKE  AND  NIAGARA 
LOOP  FIELD  TRIP 
January  13.  1952 

During  the  trip  the  weather  was  fair  and  r.ild.  Eight  observers  saw  twenty- 
nine  species.  The  nost  notable  were  several  Pino  Grosbeaks  at  Dufferin  Island, 

Willian  Alnendinger  and  Ed  Cunniskey,  Leaders 


DURAND  EASTMAN  PARK  FIELD  TRIP 

January  27,  1952 

At  Durand  Eastman  Park  in  Rochester  the  18.  nenbers  of  the  party  visited  the 
area  where  27  Pine  Grosbeaks  were  feeding.  The  birds,  feeding  in  sone  low  trees, 
afforded  several  good  views.  Later  on  when  a  few  of  us  returned  to  the  area  we  were 
able  to  approach  within  throe  of  four  feet  of  a  young  nale  and  watch  his  actions 
quite  closely. 

The  early  afternoon  found  the  group  along  the  Ontario  shore  where  wintering 
ducks,  gulls,  and  two  Horned  Grebes  were  seen.  In  the  vicinity  of  Braddockls  Bay 
;>  A-  (14) 


; 7.x? r?‘ IT  ciS  Krurtn.-W  ’  id.  t  b:zr>ao  esIS  »:.t  ri-v  aqrnifb  *di  do  astooH  II  a*  orfT 
brtoejjpdd  n  owl  io  ^rb  r.  Hi  fettfl  Soys  MO  nl  88#I  10  bmbrryd  jj  ^Irto  ocf  .,'ioJ.t 
ebix^f  od.t  ,qx 

*  #  a  m  m  m  m  *  n*.  m  ^  ^  .  .  'j.  _  .  i  _  *„JL 


misvl  toStr?  noqo  odi  nl  baol  od  bnp  toSSooz  oS  nt*od 


to  ^otjc-j  ;>dd  Jr  ^H'r  ‘  os.  orft  jvodr  no  a  pd  ’£,o  r  00V  er  ^ton  en  eortli 
4  '  •T'oTp-  novimrf  ?\j5  7 ;vin  jf't  fil  ef^id  1c  Todritm  Irdod  odd  lo  sod  Tides  *$1  ,  r\i£r|/5l’4 
r  it*  -  ■j-'  n  ?  ;*.  ?o  on  ii.nl  r:  i  Toi‘t  *vrr:  *7  -v^r:  aiod-Tl*  d^oq  odd  ^rrimb  fio:td  dmollifc 

,000?  7CV3  oj 

od/ibnA  in  ,dc£ 


"  :  ‘  •  :.  CJ 


-  ,  bo 


£  $  Y, 


“  ?  !  r 

s*--  J 


ba"  t 

87  ocf  r- 

'I 

f  *> 

w  -  .  '-4 

. 

J'i-  7  'f 

r-  ,vo 

-  3  A  “ 

k  3Z  ■ 

d  •.  *. :  7 

4 

'  1  K  ^ 

I  H‘. f 

ZMo t  570 

,7.j:vo: 

I*  dS 

)  0 

Wll^ 

-  77 

, 

II 

i  770 

7  vo.fl  bn  r 

t  '.  4  <  t*.: 

*  y* 

7  XiTi 

.G 

.ij  O  T 

!-  obbr 

1 

:-lS  ' 

nrtol  to' 

' 

30n 

to 

tool 

, 

0+  >  V 

1  X 

eo 

q3  ?■ 

:  'f  -  ’  ( *  ’  0-  *  *  -  .  »• 

-r  ' 

* 

Y  •  ■*  ^ 

._  b\ir  . 

-  -  ,  .'• 

r  ••  - 

#  f 

.  t 

—  If 

..  '•■ 

t'l 

[  -<sdr.7>f 

,  t  -  •.  ,  »  »  -  "  — *•  <  •  ■ 

1  rrt  ■  dnrfd  bold  ' 

•  .  .  .  ‘  x  t  f  J 


1  ■;;■■  .  ■■  .  '  r  '  •••'■:..  •  .  ...  * ,  .  ,  ..  :  '  :  "•  ' «  .  ;  • 
'  '  •  • .  r  •  ?  ri  •  ,.  •  '  id  ' 


.  ' ••  .  ‘  '■  ■  , '  •  •  •  - '  ; 

•.  v  •  '  [ 


'  ■  . .  Qtft  Bm  tl 

i  . 

atytld  >o,a  »Id:  *T077rr  r  Si 


t  ■  ' :  zzr  ' .-.  ■"  i  'i  n  ’ r  ■■  . 


r  ■  ■..•  rr  . 

■  .  ...  ■  '  ”  • 

«s.  ~  _ _ _ 


.  ‘ 


8*1  obcoJ  yroilBl-  .■  b*  bnn  z  •- 


J' _  ....  ;  _ 


Q  ... 


■  i  .  ■  .  . 

.  .  :  once  ni  .  ■  ■ 

■  t  lid  dc  l  tl  -  tt  .  1  ■  . 

,  »•:“  ‘&O.T*.  -Slu 


■  !  '  .  • 

I  • 


r.uch  furor  was  aroused  by  the-  appearance  of  a  Marsh  Hank.  Tho  scarcity  this  winter 
of  this  usually  connon  hawk  undoubtedly  led  to  the  unusual  interest.  If  sone  of  our 
conron  birds  were  publicity  winded,  a  disappearing  act  now  and  then  night  be  a  good 
stunt  to  stimulate  attention. 

Shortly  afterward  a  flock  of  Redpolls,  including  one  Hoary  Redpoll  was  flushed. 
This  was  pleasing  to  the  party,  but  young  David  Griffin  was  the  nost  excited  of  all 
when  one  of  the  flock  perched  on  his  head. 


J.E.  Braunberns,  Leader 


ALLEGANY  STATE  FARK  FIELD  TRIP 
February  3 ,  1952 

The  oarty  explored  the  area  around  the  Adnini strati on  Building  and  then  walked 
around  Rod  House  Lake.  We  ate  our  lunch  at  noon,  out  of  doors,  in  the  picnic  area, 
as  the  temperature  was  around  50°,  quite  a  difference  fron  earlier  in  the  morning 
when  the  temperature  was  around  tho  30  nark.  After  lunch  we  went  into  the  Quaker 
Aron.  Cn  the  way  down  a  fine  r~in  began  to  fall.  After  looking  over  the  Quaker 
Area  we  went  back  to  Red  House  over  the  English  Stoddart  Road.  We  Scow  sixteen 
species  of  birds;  the  high  lights  were  a  Barred  Owl  and  four  Pine  Grosbeaks. 

The  Eschelnans,  Leaders 


NSW  METERS 


Mrs.  Agnes  Abrams,  AS  Berkshire  Avenue,  Buffalo  15,  Nov;  York. 
Allen  E.  Kennitzer,  ?6o  Five  Mile  Line  Road,  Webster,  New  York. 


MEETINGS 


Meetings  arc  in  the  Humboldt  Room  of  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Scienco  at  8:00  P.M. 

unless  otherwise  stated. 

March  12  -  ’’Predator  and  Prey  Relations”  -  Dr.  Harold  Axtell 

March  22  -  Special  Dinner  Meeting  -  Dr.  Richard  M,  Saunders  of  Toronto  will  be  the 

speaker  at  a  dinner  at  Kathryn  Lawrence’s  Tea  Room,  641  Delaware  Ave., 

at  6:15  P.M.  -  expected  price  *>2 .25  including  tip.  Telephone  your 
dinner  reservations  to  Eugenia  Praemassing  (VI.  3289)  by  Wed.,  March  19. 

March  26  -  Plans  for  Spring  Duck  Census  -  Loader:  Harold  D.  Mitchell  (VI.  2587), 

378  Crescent  Avo.,  Buffalo  14,  N.Y.  Open  forum  on  hawks  with  Harold  D. 
Mitchell,  leader.  Study  skins  will  be  exhibited  at  this  meeting. 

April  2  -  The  Buffalo  Audubon  Society  has  invited  us  to  hear  Fred  Hall  tell  about 

’’The  Museum  and  Its  Affiliated  Societies”  and  Elizabeth  Haas  tell  about 

her  trip  to  Audubon  Camp. 

April  9  —  Report  of  Spring  Duck  Census.  Leader:  Harold  D,  Mitchell.  Illustrated 
talk  on  weather  by  Harry  Larkin,  Jr. 

April  23  -  Plan  Spring  Census  -  Leader:  Winston  W.  Brockner  (EL.  6888)  63  Ax-dmore 
Place „  alo  15,  N ~V4  .Ta"l V  tyri  Riv<3  PhotogiNuphy  by  bi*.  C.B  „  White. 
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FIELD  TRIPS 


Sunday,  March  9  -  Canada  -  Guests  of  Hamilton  birders.  Leave  Peace  Bridge  at 

7:30  A.M.  Meet  Hamilton  Nature  Club  at  Brock's  Monunent.  Leader'. 
Gertrude  Webster  (PA.  7768 ) c 

Sunday,  March  23  -  Oak  Orchard  -  Dr.  Saunders  will  be  our  guest.  Leader:  Winston 

Brockner  (EL*  6388) „  Meet  at  University  Plaza,  Main  St.  at  City 
Line  at  7:30  A.M. 

Sunday,  March  30  -  •  'rk  Orchard  Sfwnnp  and  nearby  sinks.  Toronto  and  Hamilton  Birders 

will  be  our  guests.  Leaders:  Walter  Kiabunde  and  V?inston  Y/. 
Brockner  (EL.  6888).  Meet  at  University  Plaza,  Main  City  Line 
at  7:30  A.M. 


Gunday,  April  6  -  Duck  Census.  Leader:  Harold  D.  Mitchell  (VI.  2587)  378  Crescent 

Avenue,  Buffalo  14,  New  York 

Sunday,  April  20  -  Presque  Isle,  Lake  Erie  Shore.  Leader:  Janes  Braunberns  (FR.2751) 

Meet  at  Buffalo  City  Hall  at  7:00  A.M. 


FCOL  COOT 

w American  Coot  -  Fulica  amcricana”  says  the  book„  For  ’’Fulica”  spell  ’’Foolica”. 
One  norning  Rose  Facklan  and  I  drove  down  to  look  over  our  little  Buena  Vista 
Lagoon  Wildlife  Sanctuary,  We  found  the  recent  rains  had  made  the  desperately  dry 
place  better  for  the  Shovellers,  Pintails,  Ruddies,  Green-winged  Teal  and  Coots  - 
the  latter  by  the  hundreds.  It  is  possible  to  drive  around  three  sides  of  the 
lagoon,  the  fourth  side  being  along  Highway  101,  probably  the  nost  dangerous  road 
in  the  country  for  speeding  cars.  At  this  point  the  lagoon  lies  on  both  sides  of 
the  Highway,  As  we  turned  southward  we  of  course  were  on  the  west  or  ocean  side, 
where  nany  Coots  were  feeding  in  the  water  and  along  the  edges. 

One  Coot  had  ventured  to  the  side  of  the  road,  actually  on  the  road  itself. 

We  had  been  stopping  and  starting  in  traditional  birding  style,  and,  when  I  cane  to 
this  Coot,  I  stopped  just  inches  fron  hiri, thinking  the  car  would  frighten  hin  back. 
But  no  -  he  maintained  his  ground  and  I  tried  to  swerve  around  hin.  But  no  -  he 
swerved  out  with  ne.  After  several  such  trios  I  gave  up  the  contest  to  settle  back 
and  watch.  Slowly,  methodically,  placing  one  finppy-soled  foot  after  another  he 
waddled  into  the  highway.  Car  after  car  passed  in  all  four  lanes.  I  covered  ny 
eyes  in  horror  as  one  car  whooshed  by  within  one  inch,  so  that  the  air  percussion 
flung  hin  aside  and  rolled  hin  over.  Nothing  daunted  he  shook  hinself  and  drunkenly 
continued  on  his  way.  A  second  later  -  now  in  the  second  lane  of  traffic, a  car 
actually  ran  over  him,  but  with  the  luck  of  fools  ho  it s  between  the  wheels.  By 
this  tine  I  was  a  complete  nervous  wreck,  but  did  he  stop?  No  -  shaking  hinself 
again  he  plodded  on.  Such  persistence  SHOULD  be  rewarded,  so  with  cars  whizzing  by 
in  four  lanes,  ho  nade  his  goal  -  the  other  side  of  the  road.  What  happened  to  hin 
after  that  I  was  just  too  weak  to  ascertain. 


Mildred  E.  Baker 


Ploaso  mail  your  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  third  day  of  the 
following  month  to  Mrs.  H.H.  Axtell,  301  Y/ost  Utica  St.,  Buffalo  22,  N.Y. 

EDITOR:  Ray  McCann,  799  Potomac  Avonuc,  Buffalo  9,  New  York  (EL.  6169) 

TREASURER:  Elizabeth  Paul,  154  Woodward  Avenue,  Buffalo  14>  New  York  (PA.  9365) 
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Published  Monthly  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society 

Buffalo.  New  York 


THE  MONTH 

It's  going  to  bo  a  short  winter!  That*s  what  the  groundhog  reported  when  he 
didnft  see  his  shadow  at  noon  on  the  2nd.  And  this  prediction  was  also  made  by  our 
more  up-to-date  weather  instruments,  February  was  mild  and  cloudy,  averaging  29,1°-. 
almost  2°  warmer  than  last  year.  It  was  no  record  breaker,  however.  On  the  3rd 
there  was  a  reading  of  50°  -  a  new  high  for  that  day  although  Buffalo  has  had 
Fcbruarys  with  temperatures  in  the  601s.  There  was  less  snow,  too,  with  8.9  inches 
compared  with  the  February  average  of  17.1  inches.  Major  storms  appeared  to  miss 
this  area  consistently  although  the  first  half  of  the  month  was  a  trifle  dampish. 

The  string  of  days  with  precipitation  which  started  December  14,  1951  was  finally 
broken  when  Valentine* s  day  ended  up  dry  as  a  bone.  So  far  as  the  stork  is  con¬ 
cerned  -  it*s  good  February  29th  only  comes  along  once  in  four  years.  The  big 
white  bird  had  an  exhausting  day  delivering  33  Loap  Year  babies  -  a  record  which 
our  statisticians  failed  to  note. 

Robert  L.  Mansfield 
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SPECIES  PREVIOUSLY  RECORDED  IN  1952  - 

77 

net;  species  in  February 

TOTAL  TO  DATE 
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APRIL  RETURNS  TO  KENT  SNITCH 


After  they  sold  their  faro  in  Town  Lino  in  the  late  fall  of  1945,  ny  parents 
and  I  novcd  to  the  vil3.age  of  South  Dayton  in  the  spring  of  1946,  Here  I  found  a 
completely  unfamiliar  locale  for  naturalizing,  and  one  far  different  from  ny 
accustomed  haunts.  A3  can  be  expected,  it  took  me  some  tine  to  learn  the  roads  and 
by-paths  of  Cattaraugus  and  Chautauqua  Counties.  It  was  in  nid-August  that,  upon 
inquiry  where  an  egret  night  be  located  in  time  for  the  Buffalo  Audubon  Society’s 
scheduled  trip,  I  was  directed  to  try  Kent  Switch.  No  egret  there  rewarded  me  until 
194^,  but  that  exploratory  venture  to  the  Switch  was  the  first  of  the  many  which 
have  proved  most  rich  in  natural  history. 

Some  may  like  to  know  what  and  where  Kent  Switch  is.  Kent  Switch  is  three 
miles  south  of  South  Dayton.  From  Mrs,  Clayton  V/.  Perry,  a  native  of  South  Dayton, 

I  have  learned  that  Joseph  Kent  bought  a  tract  of  eight  hundred  acres  of  virgin 
land  of  which  my  newly-found  region  was  but  a  snail  part.  It  was  his  sawmill  which 
cut  into  logs  the  magnificent  white  pines  and  hemlocks,  some  of  whose  decayed  stumps 
still  testify  to  the  richness  of  that  primeval  forest.  In  1875  the  Erie  Railroad 
laid  one  of  its  lines  through  this  area  and,  a  few  years  later,  added  a  switch  to 
haul  to  market  the  timber  previously  carried  there  by  ox  team.  This  switch  was 
named  after  the  land-owner  for  whom  it  was  established.  In  1894  the  tract  was  sold 
to  Frqnk  S.  Peek  who  cleared  more  land,  turning  most  of  it  into  hay.  The  switch 
was  reactivated  by  the  transportation  of  this  new  product  to  market;  a  good  deal 
of  it  was  brought  to  Buffalo  as  fodder  for  the  horses  of  both  its  fire  department 
and  street  railway.  In  succeeding  years  lettuce  and  celery  were  planted  without  too 
much  commercial  success.  The  original  estate  has  now  been  broken  up  into  several 
farms. 


The  accessible  haunts  for  the  naturalist  adjoin  the  railroad  tracks,  the 
embankment  for  which  appears  like  a  causeway  through  the  poorly  drained  swampland. 
Hayfields,  cattails,  and  woods  provide  a  varied  cover  for  wildlife;  in  the  latter, 
liverworts,  mosses,  ferns,  wildflowers,  and  shrubs  abound  in  such  profusion  that  the 
zoologist  is  persuaded  to  turn  botanist  1 

My  own  observations  there  have  been  necessarily  restricted  to  weekend  and 
vacation  stays  with  my  parents,  and  not  always  has  it  then  been  possible  for  me  to 
be  in  the  field.  In  the  four  Aprils  that  I  have  thus  spent,-  1947,  1949,  1950,  and 
1951f-  I  have  counted  nearly  ninety  species  of  birds,  and  I  am  very  sure  that  a 
more  complete  coverage  of  the  areas  day  by  day  would  have  raised  considerably  my 
total.  To  me  whose  nearest  comparable  marsh  (though  on  a  smaller  scale)  was  Sinking 
Ponds,  fifteen  miles  distant  from  our  home  in  Town  Line,  the  three-mile  ride  to 
Kent  Switch  was  eagerly  anticipated  from  one  visit  to  the  next. 

Many  birds,  rarely,  and  sometimes  never,  seen  before,  now  became  almost 
regular  additions  to  my  day’s  fun,  Turkey  Vultures  had  always  been  confined  to 
trips  either  to  Oak  Orchard,  or  else  out  of  the  state;  now  I  find  them  riding  the 
air  currents  quite  commonly  throughout  the  Switch  swamp.  My  only  memorable  sight 
of  Wood  Ducks  had  been  enjoyed  one  frost-bitten  spring  morning  at  the  Pymatuning 
Reservoir.  Now  it  is  a  rare  day  that  their  ”oo-eek,  oo-eek”  isn’t  heard  from  a 
hidden  haunt  before  their  iridescence  illuminates  the  drab  stretches.  On  either 
side  of  the  tracks,  Mallards,  Blacks,  Bluewinged  Teals,  Baldpates,  and  Pintails, 
are  always  a  part  of  the  April  scene,  and  on  one  census  day,  a  Gadwall  showed  his 
white  wingpatch  to  Richard  Roscho  and  me.  On  another  never-to-be-forgotten  day  five 
Shoveller  drakes  dabbled  in  and  out  among  the  dead  rced3,  in  such  brilliant  display 
that  they  are  always  recalled  whenever  I  cover  the  same  trail.  As  if  their  presence 
were  not  enough  reward  for  one  day,  a  Canada  Goose  honked  his  lonesome  way  overhead, 
and  not  far  from  where  he  lighted,  three  Short-eared  Owls  took  flight  at  my  approach. 
Previously  I  had  always  depended  for  the  detection  of  the  notes  of  Rusty  Blackbirds 
on  somebody  else’s  observation;  no?;  ample  opportunity  is  given  me  to  compare  the 
difference  between  their  creaking  gate-hinges  and  those  of  their  red-winged  cousins. 
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All  the  swallows,  save  the  Cliff,  (and  I  am  sure  that  he  must  he  there  before  April 
slips  into  Hay),  have  flown  past  me,  and  their  skill  in  skimming  the  water’s  sur¬ 
face  without  stirring  it  is  a  marvel  of  grace* 

Cornfields  are  seldom  associated  with  diving  ducks,  but  Greater  Scaup,  Gold¬ 
eneye,  and  Bufflehead  have  appropriated  the  flooded  land  until  disappearing  water 
forces  them  northward,  to  be  replaced  by  Crows  and  Starlings.  Here,  also,  Whistling 
Swans  have  added  their  elegance;  Greater  Yellowlegs  have  probed  the  mud  for  hidden 
food.  It  was  the  Switch  which  gave  me  my  first  sight  of  the  American  Bittern’s 
writhing  contortions,  eventuating  in  his  part  of  the  swamp  chorus  in  April. 

The  trees,  too,  have* held  their  memorable  moments  in  my  walks  along  the  tracks. 
The  jaunty  melody  of  the  Purple  Finch  poured  forth  from  the  top  of  a  bare  maple 
occupies  a  special  niche  In  my  heart.  Others  of  his  tribe,  -  the  Pine  Siskin, 
Goldfinch,  Junco,  Towhee,  Vesper,  Tree  Chipping,  Field  Swamp,  and  Song  Sparrows 
gladden  the  countryside,  but  that  little  songster,  dipped  in  rasberry  dye,  stirs  it  \ 

Though  not  in  the  Switch  area,  an  event  occurred  which  should  be  mentioned  to  ; 
show  the  variety  of  birdlifo  in  our  new  £ome,  On  Good  Friday,  April  4,  1947,  upon 
entering  our  yard,  I  found  Mother,  bird  book  in  hand,  with  Dad  behind  her,  gesturing 
at  the  door  for  me  not  to  leave  the  car,  but  to  look  toward  the  apple  tree*  Follow¬ 
ing  their  directions,  I  saw  three  birds  which  I  had  earlier  told  them  to  look  for 
because  of  the  abundance  of  box  elder  seeds  in  our  neighborhood.  Sure  enough !  The 
Evening  Grosbeaks  had  come  L  Good  Friday  proved  a  good  day  indeed,  for  we  three  were 
able  to  enjoy  together  our  first  vieft  ever  of  those  regal  visitors J 

During  that  same  Easter  vacation  I  enjoyed  an  experience  which  is  always  re¬ 
called  with  thankfulness.  Having  covered  my  usual  path,  I  was  on  my  way  back  to 
the  car.  Dusk  was  beginning,  and  trees,  cattails,  and  water  were  very  much  in 
possession  of  the  birds,-  Song,  and  Swamp  Sparrows,  Bluebirds,  Robins,  Killdeers, 
Redwings,  Mourning  Doves,  Meadowlarks,  grebes,  and  of  course,  the  ducks*  Presently 
I  heard  a  call  new  to  me.  Seeming  to  come  from  the  water,  it  sounded  as  though 
some  small  animal  were  in  pain,  and  I  tried  to  discover  whether  one  were  being 
pursued.  Nov;  it  seemed  nearer,  and  I  looked,  first  to  the  low  shrubs  along  the  en- 
bankment,  next  to  the  beaver  lodge  before  me  for  clues  as  to  its  identity.  Nothing 
appeared,  and  for  all  the  world  I  felt  as  though  I  were  being  deliberately 
harassed  by  a  disembodied  spirit.  Such  an  eeriness  seemed  present  that  the  only 
sound  within  my  experience  comparable  to  it  camo  from  my  reading  of  Irish  folk-tales 
wherein  grief  for  the  departed  dead  is  expressed  by  ’’keening”.  The  ’’keening”  be¬ 
came  multiplied  from  other  quarters,  and  I  strove  most  agitatedly  to  learn  its 
source . 

At  last  I  found  it.  Dropping  down  from  the  far  depths  of  the  sky,  a  Wilson’s 
Snipe  winnowed  overhead,  and  I  knew  him  to  be  the  ’’disembodied  spirit”.  Almost  as 
soon  as  he  had  dripped  into  view,  he  lifted  himself  up,  only  to  fall  down  again, 
apparently  playing  with  the  wind  upon  his  pinions.  The  unearthly  music  was  now 
coming  from  all  above  the  watery  stretches,  and  I  could  discern  others  performing 
their  aerial  descants.  Completely  transfixed,  I  stood  still  and  watched  and 
listened. 

Gradually  the  song-birds’  buoyancy  lessened;  frogs  and  toads,  clearing  their 
throats,  began  to  tune  up  for  the  evening  symphony.  With  choked  throat  and  tear- 
filled  eyes  I  resumed  my  homeward  way .  Many  voices  there  are  that  tell  of  April’s 
return  to  the  fields,  woods,  and  waters  of  Kent  Switch,  but  the  one  voice  that  tells 
of  its  return  to  the  skies  is  that  of  the  Wilson’s  Snipe. 

Gertrude  Webster 
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REGULAR  MEETING:  February  13,  1952 


At  this  meeting  the  organization  took  action  endorsing  a  program  to  encourage 
the  preservation  of  the  wilderness  areas  in  Chestnut  Ridge  Park* 

Mr.  Fred  Hall  gave  a  very  interesting  talk  on  his  birding  experiences  in  Iowa. 
His  excellent  pictures  showed  the  great  variety  of  bird  and  other  animal  life  to  be 
found  there.  In  Davenport,  the  Bald  Eagles  frequent  even  the  parking  lots  at  the 
foot  of  the  dans  along  the  Mississippi  River. 

REGULAR  MEETING:  February  27,  1952 

At  this  meeting,  Ur.  Clair  Sonerside  took  us  on  a  Kodachrome  tour  of  many 
beautiful  birding  spots  throughout  eastern  United  States. 

LIBRARY  NEWS:  Mr.  and  Ifr*s.  Edward  C.  Ulrich  gave  a  copy  of  The  Awl-Birds  by 
J.X.  Stanford  to  the  Hazelton  Library 


WILSON  FIELD  TRIP 

February  17 

_ 

Highlights  of  the  thirty-two  species  observed  were  Harlequin  Duck,  Goshawk, 
Rough-legged  Hawk,  Marsh  Hawk,  Long-eared  Owl,  Short-eared  Owl,  Mourning  Dove,  and 
Meadowlark.  Well  over  a  thousand  Crows  were  observed  at  one  roost. 

Bernard  Nathan 


LIIEERLOST  FIELD  TRIP 
February  21-24.  1952 

Fifteen  strong,  in  four  cars,  we  took  a  chance  on  good  weather  and  good  roads 
—  and  won  out.  We  got  an  early  start  Thursday  afternoon,  February  21,  and  by  8  or 
9  of  clock  we  slowly  wound  our  vay  in  thru  the  last  miles  of  the  narrow,  slippery 
woodland  road  to  Linborlost  Lodge  and  invaded  a  couple  of  well-heated  log  cabins 
set  aside  for  our  use  at  a  very  reasonable  cost. 

Fifteen  Blue  Jays  greeted  us  lustily  as  we  opened  the  cabin  doors  the  following 
morning  and  a  juvenile  Canada  Jay  perched  on  the  feeding  tray.  Number ous  Black- 
capped  Chickadees,  some  Downy  Woodpeckers,  and  several  White-breasted  Nuthatches, 
six  in  a  tree  on  one  occasion,  kept  us  constant  company  around  the  cabins.  Mrs. 
Gordon  Hill,  our  delightful  proprietor,  had  put  out  crumbs,  scratch  feed  and  suet, 
and  had  nailed  up  bacon  rind  on  convenient  places  around  the  cabins.  Her  nature 
trails  had  also  numerous  feeding  places  nearby  and  we  could  there  sneak  up  quietly 
and  watch  the  birds  at  close  range,  and  even  take  some  pictures  of  the  large  white 
Snowshoe  Rabbits  towards  evening  with  some  good  luck  (bestowed  upon  Edna  McMurtry). 
When  sunset  approached,  half  a  dozen  Ruffed  Grouse  performed  for  us  in  birches 
around  the  cabins. 

The  weather  was  most  cooperative,  and  the  lakes,  countryside,  and  woods  were 
in  their  nest  gorgeous  winter  robe.  We  took  several  trips  on  foot,  snowshoes,  or 
skis  but  discovered  little  else.  A  Hairy  Woodpecker  and  a  Red-breasted  Nuthatch 
were  around,  and  we  studied  the  workings  of  the  Arctic  Three-toed  and  the  Pileated 
Woodpeckers  on  several  occasions.  We  also  observed  the  animal  tracks  and  located  a 
beaverhouse  by  the  breathing  hole  on  the  top  of  the  show  mound.  Alice  Dietrich 
patrolled  the  deep  woods  with  a  pair  of  huge  snoY/shoes  and  got  some  real  close  views 
of  the  Pileated  Woodpecker  at  work.  The  cone  eaters  were  conspicuously  absent  duo 
to  the  lack  of  cones,  and  so  were  the  other  smaller  winter  birds  that  usually 
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follow  along  and  pick  up  the  cone  crumbs. 

Wo  made  up  for  the  lack  of  interesting  birds  by  goodfellowship,  an  evening 
sleigh  ride  over  several  lakes,  husky  rides,  and  round  and  square  dances.  The 
beautiful  days  went  too  fast,  particularly  for  those  who  found  Limberlost  a  new 
experience.  For  it  has  a  character  and  a  charm  all  of  its  own.  Most  went  hone 
Sunday  morning  but  a  few  stayed  on  a  couple  of  extra  days. 

While  driving  to  and  from  Limberlost,  we  observed  several  Ruffed  Grouse  in  the 
trees  south  of  Huntsville,  Ue  also  identified  a  few  Prairie  Horned  Larks,  one  pair 
on  February  26th  northeast  of  Huntsville,  altho  the  snow  was  two  feet  deep  and  the 
temperature  the  previous  night  was  around  5  to  10°  F, 


Axel  Heilborn 


NEW  MEMBERS 


Philip  Greeno,  502  Claremont  Avenue,  Kennore  23,  New  York 

Mr.  &  Mrs,  Harold  L.  Rice,  16  West  Park  Road,  Grand  Island,  New  York 


MEETINGS 


Meetings  are  in  the  Humboldt  Room  of  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  at  8:00  P.M.  on 

Wednesday,  unless  otherwise  stated. 

April  2  «•  The  Buffalo  Audubon  Society  has  invited  us  to  hear  Fred  Hall  tell  about 
nThe  Museum  and  Its  Affiliated  Societies”  and  Elizabeth  Haas  tell  about 
her  trip  to  Audubon  Camp. 

April  6  -  Sunday,  6:00  P.M.  at  the  Museum.  The  Buffalo  Audubon  Society  has 

invited  us  to  the  Alexander  Sprunt  Dinner  after  the  Audubon  Screen  Tour, 
For  reservations  call  Mrs.  Ruth  Norton  (LI.  4895). 


April  9  -  Report  of  Spring  Duck  Census  -  Robert  Andrle.  Illustrated  talk  on 
weather  by  Harry  Larkin,  Jr. 

April  23  -  Plan  Spring  Census  -  Leader:  Winston  W.  Brockner  (EL,  6888),  63  Ardmore 
Place,  Buffalo  13,  N.Y.  Talk  on  Bird  Photography  by  Dr.  C.B.  White. 


May  14 


Panel  Discussion  on  Songs  of  Common  Warblers  by  Dr.  Harold  Axtell, 
Clark  S.  Beardslee,  Bernard  Nathan. 


May  28 


Report  of  Spring  Census.  Leader:  Winston  W.  B>rockner.  Symposium  on 
Spring  Observations  by  all  members. 


FIELD  TRIPS 


Saturday,  April  5  -  The  Buffalo  Audubon  Society  has  invited  us  to  join  in  the 

First  Annual  Breeding  Bird  Census  at  its  new  sanctuary  Beaver  Meadow 
Wildlife  Refuge.  This  Census  will  be  conducted  on  six  Saturdays: 

April  5,  May  17,  May  31,  June  7,  June  14,  and  June  28.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation  call  W.H.  Almendinger  (YJA.  5136). 
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Sunday,  April  6  -  Duck  Census.  Leader:  Harold  D.  Mitchell,  378  Crescent  Ave., 

Buffalo  14,  N.Y.  (VI.  2587). 

NOTSs  I  will  not  be  in  Buffalo  after  the  evening  of  the  Census 
on  April  6,  Therefore  unless  you  can  get  your  Census 
report  into  my  hands  at  the  Alexander  Sprunt  Dinner  that 
evening,  please  send  your  report  to  Robert  Andrle,  59 
Blantyre  Road,  Buffalo  16,  N.Y.  (PA,  1411)  as  soon  as 
possible.  He  hopes  to  be  able  to  give  a  complete  report 
at  the  Society*  s  meeting  on  Wednesday,  April  9. 

Harold  D.  Mitchell 

Sunday,  April  20  —  Presque  Isle,  Lake  Erie  Shore.  Leaders  Janes  Braunberns 
(FR.  2751).  Meet  at  Buffalo  City  Hall  at  7:00  A.M. 

Sunday,  April  27  -  Hawk  Count,  Leader:  Bernard  Nathan  (OR.  0675).  Meet  at 
University  Plaza  at  7:00  A.M.  -  D.S.T. 

Every  Saturday  in  April  and  May  -  Saturday  Morning  Bird  Walks  through  Delaware  Park 
and  Forest  Lawn  Cemetery,  Meet  at  Rumsey  Road  and  Delaware  Avenue  at 
7s 00  A.M,  or  at  Delaware  Avenue  entrance  to  Forest  Lawn  Cemetery  at 
8:00  A.M, 

Saturday  -  Sunday,  May  10-11  -  Pynntuning,  Leaders  Richard  Byron  (M0.  2969).  Meet 
at  City  Hall  at  7:00  A.M. 

Sunday,  May  11  -  Taylor  Hollow  and  vicinity.  Leader:  firs.  John  Bacon  (EM.  5184). 
Meet  at  City  Hall  at  7:00  A.M. 

Saturday,  May  17  -  Breakfast  in  Delaware  Park.  Chairman:  Mrs.  Winston  W.  Brockner 
(EL.  6888). 

Sunday,  May  18  -  Spring  Census,  Leader:  ’Winston  \r.  Brockner,  63  Ardmore  Place, 
Buffalo  13,  N.Y.  (EL.  6888). 

Saturday  -  Sunday,  May  24-25.  Meeting  of  the  Federation  of  New  York  State  Bird 
Clubs  in  Schenectady, 

Thursday-Sunduy,  May  29-June  1.  -  Huntington,  W.  Va.  Leaders:  Edward  Seeber  and 

Bernard  Nathan  (GR.  0675). 

Saturday-Sunday,  June  28-29.  -  Cook  Forest.  Joint  trip  with  the  Buffalo  Audubon 

Society.  Leader:  Harold  D.  Mitchell,  378  Crescent  Ave.,  Buffalo  14,  N.Y, 
(VI,  2587).  Make  reservations  with  the  leader  before  May  1. 

it  -  „  - _ 

Richard  Rosche  wrote  from  Ithaca  on  March  14,  that  Redwings,  Robins,  Bluebirds, 
and  Killdeer  were  migrating.  Several  hundred  Canada  Geese  had  just  arrived  at 
Aurora  on  Cayuga  Lake. 

& - & 

Please  nail  your  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  third  day  of  the 
following  month  to  Mrs,  H.H.  Axtell,  301  West  Utica  St.  ,  Buffalo  22,  N.Y. 

EDITOR:  Ray  McCann,  799  Potomac  Avenue,  Buffalo  9,  New  York  (EL.  6169) 

TREASURER:  Elizabeth  Faul,  154  WToodward  Avenue,  Buffalo  14 9  New  York  (PA.  9365) 
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Published  Monthly  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society 

Buffalo,  New  York 


THE  MONTH 

March  may  have  been  a  stormy,  blustery  month  in  some  places,  but  mot  in  Western 
New  York,  There  were  no  storms  and  the  average  temperature  was  33 • 5°,  2,2°  above 
the  normal  which  may  lend  weight  to  the  studies  of  a  top  weather  authority.  He 
states  our  climate  is  definitely  warming  up.  The  moan  annual  temperature  is  rising- 
growing  seasons  aro  longer  than  a  century  ago.  If  the  trend  lasts  for  another  40 
or  50  years,  you  can  throw  away  your  snow  shovel,  start  planting  cotton  and  say 
goodbye  to  our  winter  bird  visitors  from  the  North.  As  if  to  bear  this  out,  Spring 
came  in  on  a  balmy  day  with  a  high  of  51°  -  20°  higher  than  last  year.  And  on 
March  31  we  had  a  heat  wave  as  the  mercury  soared  to  68°  to  equal  the  all-time  high 
for  the  date.  This  brought  about  26  grass  fires  and  put  55  motorcycle  cops  on  the 
roads.  In  the  future  this  changing  climate  may  bring  more  Poctoral  Sandpipers  and 
Golden  Plovers  whose  early  appearance  this  year  was  reported  at  the  Riverside  Marsh, 
Of  course,  you  can*t  count  your  warblers  before  you  see  them  -  but  it  could  happen  l 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 

*  indicates  first  report  of  the  year 
F  n  n  n  n  n  season 
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East  Eden,  Orchard  Pk. 

Griffin  et  al 

It 

26 

40 

B  ond 1 s  Lake 

Heilborn 

it 

28 

1 

Outer  Harbor 

Brockner 

tt 

29 

2 

Chaut,  L,  Outlet 

Bursewicz 

Whistling  Swan 

it 

29 

67 

Stage  Rd.  Sink 

Axtells 

ti 

30 

216 

Sinks  &  Oak  Orchard 

Schaffner  et  al 

(BOS  Trip) 

n 

30 

6 

S.  Dayton 
(24) 
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Whistling  Swan 

March 

30 

32 

Riverside  Swamp 

Bursewicz 

it 

30 

5 

Wyoming 

McMurtry 

♦Canada  Goose 

w 

10,10 

50,47  Batavia,  Lewiston 

Buckland,  Klabunde 

ti 

23 

15 #000 (max)  Wolcottsville 

Brockner  et  al 

to  Scottsville 

(BOS  Trip) 

♦Blue  Goose 

n 

23 

1 

Wolcottsville 

Schaffner,  Mitchell 

et  al 

t! 

30 

1 

n 

Schaffner  et  al 

(BOS  Trip) 

Pintail 

II 

15F 

6 

Frewsburg 

Roger  Sundell 

II 

23 

3000 (max)  Sinks  to  Scottsville  Brockner  et  al 

(BOS  Trip) 

♦Green-w.  Teal 

It 

30 

14 

S.  Dayton 

Griffins 

♦Blue-w.  Teal 

n 

22,24 

3,6 

Riverside  Marsh 

Rog.  Sundell,  Ander¬ 

• 

son,  MacIntyre 

Hood  Duck 

it 

15F 

2 

Niagara  River 

Axtells 

Ring-necked  Duck 

n 

8F 

2 

Chaut.  L.  Outlet 

Parker 

n 

14 

15 

Frewsburg 

Rog,  Sundell 

Harlequin  Duck 

n 

2 

1 

Niagara  Gorge 

Axtells 

it 

8 

1 

tt  tt 

Bursewicz,  Schaffner 

Nathan 

it 

15 

1 

it  tt 

Axtells 

it 

15 

1 

tt  tt 

Klabunde 

it 

16 

1 

tt  ti 

Axtell  et  al  (Aud. 

Trip) 

♦Ruddy  Duck 

it 

5 

1 

Dunkirk 

Creighton,  Bacon, 

Griffins 

tt 

23 

3 

Wolcottsville  to 

Alabama 

Klabunde 

it 

29 

65 (max)  Bertus  Bay,  Chaut.L, 

Sundells  et  al 

*Kooded  Merganser 

it 

9 

1 

Niagara  River 

Webster  et  al 

(BOS  Trip) 

* Turkey  Vulture 

it 

22 

2 

Riverside  Marsh 

Rog.  Sundell, 

Anderson 

1! 

23 

2 

Oak  Orchard 

Brockner  et  al 

(BOS  Trip) 

Goshawk 

It 

2 

1 

Wainfleet,  Ont* 

Kivett,  Braunberns 

Nathan,  S chaff her 

II 

30 

2 

Stage  Road 

Schaffner  et  al 

(BOS  Trip) 

♦Sharp-sh.  Hawk 

tt 

30 

1 

Braddockfs  Bay 

Axtells 

♦Red-should.  Hawk 

It 

2 

3 

Allegany  St,  Park 

Griffins 

Rough-leg.  Hawk 

It 

15 

1 

Grand  Island 

Braunberns 

Bald  Eagle 

11 

2 

1 

Dunn vi lie,  Ont, 

Nathan,  Braunberns, 

It 

9 

1 

Niagara  River 

Kivett,  Schaffner 
Webster  et  al 

(BOS  Trip) 

It 

20 

1,1 

Mohawk  Pt.,0nt. 

Rockhouse  Pt,,  Ont. 

Andrle 

tt 

23 

2 

Scottsville 

Brockner  et  al 

(BOS  Trip) 

II 

26 

1 

Buckhorn  Is. 

Heilborn 

tt 

28,30 

2,2 

it  tt 

ii 

tt 

29 

1 

it  tt 

Klabunde 

♦Coot 

tt 

8 

1 

Chaut.  L.  Outlet 

Parker 

tt 

23 

1 

Wolcottsville  to  Alabama  Klabunde 

Killdeer 

ft 

IIP 

1 

Batavia 

Buckland 

♦Golden  Plover 

It 

29 

1 

Riverside  Marsh 

Sundells  et  a}. 

♦Woodcock 

It 

23 

1 

Protection 

Griffins 

Wilsons  Snipe 

II 

28F 

1 

Eden 

Griffin 

(25) 
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*Gre  ater-Ye 11 ow-legs  March 

22,29 

1,3 

Riverside  Marsh 

Rog.  Sundell,  Anderson 

et  al 

^Pectoral  Sandpiper 

it 

29 

2 

it  ti 

Bob  &  Rog;  Sundell  etal 

Glaucous  Gull 

n 

2 

2 

Niagara  River 

Ax  tells 

IT 

2 

1 

Peace  Bridge 

Kivett,  Schaffner 

ii 

9 

1 

Niagara  River 

Webster  et  al  (BOS  Trip) 

it 

16 

1 

*T  Falls 

Klabunde 

it 

27 

1 

Buffalo 

Brockner 

Iceland  Gull 

ti 

15 

1 

ti 

it 

n 

16 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

Klabunde 

it 

20 

1 

Peace  Bridge 

Andrle 

Gt.  Black-b«  Gull 

ii 

8 

58 (max)  Niagara  River 

Schaffner  et  al 

Bonaparte* s  Gull 

it 

22F,29 

2,1 

Chaut.  Lake 

Bursewicz,  Sundells  etal 

Mourning  Dove 

n 

2F 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

He  i  lb  or  n 

Long-eared  Owl 

n 

1 

5 

Wilson 

Wright  ,  Nathan,  Schaff¬ 

.% 

ner 

it 

2 

6,3 

Pt.  Colborne , Ont . , 

£ong  Beach,  Ont* 

Schaffner  et  al 

Short-eared  Owl 

it 

1 

1 

Ransom  Rd* 

Emersons 

n 

2 

2 

Pt.  Colborne,  Ont. 

Schaffner  et  al 

it 

29 

1 

Falconer 

Bob  Sundell 

#Red-bellied  Wdpkr. 

it 

23 

5 

Scottsville 

Brockner  et  al  (BOSTrip) 

Red-headed  Wdpkr. 

it 

23 

2 

n 

it  it  ti 

*Phoebe 

tt 

22,24 

1,2 

Ash vi lie,  Frewsburg 

Rog.  Sundell, Anders on 

n 

29 

1 

Forest  Lawn 

Schaffner , Nathan , 

Almendinger 

it 

29 

2 

Stafford* s  Pond 

Axtells 

it 

29 

1 

Castile 

Thompson 

*Tree  Swallow 

ii 

22 

1 

Riverside  Marsh 

Rog. Sundell, Anders on 

Drown-c,  Chickadee 

Jan.29-Fcb, 

29  1  (feeding  sta.)  Dunkirk  Stanley 

March 

9 

1 

Dufferin  Is., Ont. 

Webster  et  al  (BOS  Trip) 

Klabunde 

n 

16 

1 

it  n 

Axtell  et  al  (Aud.Trip) 

Carolina  Wren 

* 

31 

1 

Dopow 

Kivett 

Robin 

n 

9  F 

1 

Niagara  River 

Webster  et  al  (BOS  trip) 

^Bluebird 

ii 

20 

6 

Depew 

Kivett 

n 

20 

1 

Castile 

Mitchell 

»Pipit 

ii 

14F,15 

2 

Frewsburg 

Rog.  Sundell 

Gray  Shrike 

ii 

5 

1 

W.Mud  Lake,N.Y. 

Braunberns 

* Migrant  Shrike 

tt 

5 

1 

Balcom 

Braunberns 

ti 

29 

2 

Braddock*s  Bay 

Axtells 

ii 

30 

1,1 

n  ii 

, 

ii 

Shore  Acres 

n 

30 

1 

Eden 

Braunberns 

it 

30 

1,1 

Hillgrove,  Barker 

Schaffner  et  al  (BOS 

Trip) 

Meadowlark 

n 

2 

1 

Lawtons 

Griffins 

Red-^w.  Blackbird 

it 

8  F 

6 

Baseline  Rd. 

Schaffner  et  al 

*Rusty  Blackbird 

n 

23 

6 

Sinks  to  Scottsville  Brockner  et  al(B0S  Tr* 

n 

29 

3 

Burntship  Creek 

Klabunde 

*Grackle 

it 

11 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

Heilbum 

Cowbird 

ii 

23  F 

160 

Sinks  to  Scottsville  Brockner  et  al  (BOS  Tr) 

Evening  Grosbeak 

all 

month 

3-60 

Hamburg 

Griffins 

n 

ii 

2-30 

Water  Valley 

Avery 

March 

1 

22 

Chaut.  L.  Outlet 

Bursewicz 

n 

15,29 

11,10 

ii  n  n 

ii 

Pine  Grosbeak 

n 

9 

1 

W.  Mud  Lake,  N.Y. 

Braunberns 

it 

18 

1 

Humboldt  Park 

Axtell,  Thorpe,  Pratt 

it 

23 

9 

Staffords  Pond 

Brockner  etal  $5 OS  Trip) 

ii 

30 

3 

Oak  Orchard 

Schaffner  **  w  •* 

(26) 
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Common  Redpoll 

March  9 

1 

Fredonia 

Draunberns 

"  30 

8 

Wilson 

Schaffner  et  al  (BOSTrip) 

# Savannah  Sparrow 

"  29 

1 

Draddock’s  Bay 

Axtells 

* Vesper  Sparrow 

"  29 

1 

Stage  Road 

Axtells 

Tree  Sparrow 

"  29 

300 (max)  Chaut,  L.  Region 

Sundells  et  al 

Wh.-cr.  Sparrow 

all  month 

1 

Water  Valley 

Avery 

*Fox  Sparrow 

March  29 

1 

Delaware  Park 

Schaffner,  Nathan, 

Alnendinger 

Snow  Bunting 

"  18 

20 

Castile 

Thompson 

»  20 

12 

Pt,  Colborne,0nt. 

Andrle 

Species  Previously  Recorded  in  1952  86 
New  Species  for  March  28 
Total  to  date  114 


OUR  CARDINALS  -  1951 

You  are  already  familiar  with  our  pretty  pair  of  Cardinals  from  five  earlier 
stories  in  the  Prothonotary.  This  is  the  sixty  year  for  the  same  male  and  his 
wifefs  third  year.  They  are  even  tamer  now  and  they  seem  to  realize  from  where  the 
sunflower  seeds  come.  If  the  tray  outside  our  window  is  empty  they  sit  around  and 
chip  and  "scold”  until  we  bring  more  seeds  and  they  are  back  on  the  tray  before  we 
have  closed  the  door  behind  us. 

At  Tryon^  house  near  the  creek  they  have  learned  this  fall  to  come  to  a  tray 
on  the  vine^oovered  back  porch,  well  protected  in  a  corner  against  rain  and  snow. 

It  is  even  surrounded  by  tin  contraptions  in  an  attempt  to  keep  the  tame  and  clever 
squirrels  away  from  the  little  sanctuary,  but  so  far  the  squirrels  have  been  smart¬ 
er  than  the  Tryonfs,  So  we  still  see  our  red  friends  on  occasions  and  particularly 
for  their  first  breakfast  when  the  other  tray  is  in  too  dark  a  spot.  They  are 
often  the  first  birds  at  our  feeders,  quickly  followed  by  the  English  Sparrows;  for 
instance  on  the  cloudy  morning  of  February  17  the  male  had  his  breakfast  at  7  a.n, 
while  the  street  lights  were  still  burning. 

Their  nesting  adventures  started  in  the  early  wintry  morning  of  January  30 
when  Mrs.  Tryon  heard  exciting  chipping  and  found  the  male  inspecting  the  juniper 
by  the  window,  where  he  had  instigated  several  nests  in  previous  years.  He  was 
seen  there  again  a  week  later.  And  on  February  10.  even  tho  the  temperature  had 
been  down  to  0  and  /5°F  several  mornings,  the  female  also  did  some  thorough  inspect¬ 
ing.  Early  on  the  11th  the  singing  started  in  earnest:  seven  whistlings,  repeated 
four  times.  From  then  on  we  heard  him  some  mornings  and  evenings.  On  the  27th 
they  had  a  good  lunch  on  sunflower  seeds  just  before  a  snowstorm.  They  sat  side  by 
side  on  the  tray,  but  he  did  not  yet  feed  her  any  cracked  seeds.  She  cracked  and 
ate  about  fifteen  seeds  and  flew  up  in  the  apple  tree  and  waited  for  him  to  finish* 
He  ate  more  and  faster  and  stopped  first  after  between  45  and  50  kernels. 
Occasionally,  and  particularly  when  the  ground  cleared  from  snow,  both  birds  were 
not  seen  or  heard  for  two  or  three  days  at  a  time;  they  were  perhaps  taking  longer 
trips  away  from  hone.  When  they  showed  up  again  at  either  feeding  place  it  was  a 
great  relief  to  all  of  us. 

On  the  morning  of  March  19  both  birds  flew  in  and  out  of  the  juniper  bush  by 
the  window  and  a  few  pieces  of  nesting  material  were  deposited.  The  next  day  was 
snowy  and  cold  and  no  more  building  was  done*  However,  the  male  explored  the  bush 
extensively  and  called  a  lot  from  there;  the  female  also  showed  up.  With  warmer 
weather  on  the  27th  the  female  began  to  arrange  a  few  more  twigs.  The  next  two 
mornings  the  male  called  a  lot  from  the  bush  and  the  female  soon  came  and  worked, 
adding  a  little  more  material.  March  30:  "Female  now  worked  in  earnest  from  8  to 
10.  She  was  in  and  out  of  the  bush  at  frequent  intervals  and  sat  in  a  crotch 
shaming  the  material  around  her.  The  male  sat  and  watched  her  and  also  brought 
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some  material.  By  10  it  started  to  rain  heavily."  The  next  day  she  worked  some 
more  and  occasionally  chased  away  a  Song  Sparrow  from  the  bush  as  he  also  was  inter¬ 
ested  in  this  territory.  The  nest  location  was  slightly  different  from  that  started 
11  days  earlier. 

April  1:  male  sat  on  the  still  rudimentary  nest  and  again  called  for  her  to 
oono  to  work.  She  was  not  very  responsive.  On  the  2nd  she  worked  altogether dxrnt 
half  the  day,  mostly  in  the  morning,  adding  twigs,  leaves,  birchbark,  cellophane, 
and  paper  while  he  mostly  watched.  Ho  whistled  occasionally,  mostly  in  the  morning 
hours.  Nest  now  about  half  built;  both  birds  quite  tame.  April  3:  "She  built  a 
lot  more  and  nearly  finished  the  nest  in  spite  of  cold,  rainy  and  slightly  snowy 
weather;  male  looks  on  with  great  interest.  When  wife  is  not  present  he  sits  on  the 
nest  and  calls  for  her.  By  now  Song  Sparrow  stays  away  from  the  immediate  vicinity 
and  patroniz  es  some  nearby  shrubs  so  that  peace  has  returned  to  Try on*  s  front 
entrance."  The  nest  was  finished  that  day  or  early  next  morning;  fenalenot  seen 
around  on  the  4th,  but  on  at  least  two  occasions  the  mate  sat  on  the  nest  and 
whistled  a  lot  for  her.  The  nest  was  well  built  in  a  triple  crotch  and  deep  enough 
to  show  only  the  female's  tail  and  red  bill  when  she  tried  to  hide  from  passers-by 
during  the  incubation.  For  the  next  six  days  the  birds  were  quiet,  seldom  heard  or 
seen,  even  on  the  trays.  Occasionally  one  or  the  other  briefly  inspected  the  nest. 

A  little  more  activity  was  shown  on  the  next  four  or  five  days,  ofteh  curtailed  how¬ 
ever  by  rain  and  cold  weather.  First  egg  laid  on  the  15th  in  spite  of  poor  weather 
(v;ind,  rain,  hail).  Male  fed  female  several  cracked  seeds  this  noon  from  our  tray 
while  she  was  waiting  in  the  apple  tree.  More  rain  and  some  snow  the  next  day; 
female  no?;  incubating  two  eggs,  the  final  number. 

IT  should  be  noted  that  this  schedule  of  nest-building  and  egg-laying  does  not 
agree  with  Dr.  Alien's  discussion  in  The  National  Geographic  Magazine  of  June  1951. 
His  general  conclusion  is  that  the  nest-building  immediately  precedes  the  egg- 
laying  and  "from  this  fact  we  nay  infer  that  the  instinct  to  build  usually  starts 
with  the  formation  of  the  first  yellow  yolk  in  the  every"  from  which  "it  takes  about 
six  days  for  an  egg  to  be  formed  and  laid",  the  sane  time  as  it  takes  for  most 
birds  to  build  their  nests.  "However,  there  are  undoubtedly  many  exceptions  to 
this  rule"  he  also  concludes. 

From  now  on  the  birds  came  more  frequently  to  the  tray,  perhaps  half  the  time 
alone  whenever  one  or  the  other  was  hungry,  but  at  least  as  often  together.  Unfor¬ 
tunately,  he  was  too  interested  in  her  to  stay  and  watch  the  next  while  she  went 
eating.  She  was  always  in  a  hurry,  ate  rapidly  and  only  a  few  seeds;  he  often 
cracked  a  few  seeds  for  her  as  if  to  expedite  the  meal.  Occasionally  she  felt  in¬ 
spired  and  received  him  at  tho  tray  by  putting  a  cracked  seed  in  his  beak.  They 
were  a  very  cute  and  pretty  couple,  indeed.  'Then  the  Grackles  were  pestering  the 
sunflower  tray  10  feet  from  our  breakfast  nook  window,  the  redbirds  flew  up  in  the 
apple  tree  but  returned  the  second  we  chased  away  the  Grackles.  Sometimes  we 
managed  to  wave  off  a  Grackle  just  as  he  was  ready  to  settle  on  tho  tray  without  the 
Cardinals  leaving.  They  were  quite  tcamo  and  also  anxious  tc  eat  and  eat  fast.  He 
did  a  little  whistling  for  her  now  and  then.  We  never  saw  him  set  on  the  eggs. 
Female  showed  brooding  spot  on  chest. 

Arril  28:  "We  suspect  hatching  today  (or  yesterday?).  Male  seen  some  twelve 
to  fifteen  times  on  edge  of  nest  arranging  something  with  great  interest,  perhaps 
also  feeding  or  cleaning,"  Found  two  youngsters  the  next  day  (by  using  the  mirror 
as  the  nest  is  6J-  feet  from  ground),  both  about  one  day  old.  Both  parents  were 
busy  feeding  then,  even  tho  we  sometimes  were  only  10  feet  away .  Female  seen  eating 
their  droppings.  On  May  5th  tragedy  struck,  as  so  often  before  in  one  form  or 
another.  One  baby  had  disappeared  and  the  other  was  found  dead  (still  blind)  on  the 
ground,  bleeding  thru  a  couple  of  small  wounds  and  with  the  lower  mandible  torn  off. 
It  weighed  16  grams  (just  above  -J-  ounce).  The  nest  was  not  disturbed.  Just  before 
dark  the  female  came  back  cautiously  and  slowly  approached  the  empty  nest,  perching 
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on  the  edge  for  a  final  inspection. 

Thy  6  :  "Male  has  been  singing  and  calling  more  than  usual  today.  Both  birds 
are  seen  frequently.”  This  singing  program  kept  up  for  about  a  week.  The  birds 
gradually  calmed  down  and  they  stayed  together  most  of  the  time.  They  liked  the 
spray  and  the  bird  bath  on  hot  days.  After  about  the  13th  we  saw  less  of  then  and 
the  whistling  dropped  off.  May  22nd:  ”For  about  a  week  wo  have  suspected  a  nest 
across  th&  creek,  judging  from  their  flight  to  an^  from  the  meals;  as  usual  they 
frequently  come  together,  and  he  sometimes  helps  crack  seeds  for  her.  We  went  over 
and  found,  the  nest  today,  with  the  female  in  itc  h 

This  moves  the  nesting  scene  to  the  large  lot  where  he  raised  at  least  two 
families  in  1946,  and  had  the  second  nest  in  1949.  The  location  is  about  1000  ft. 
from  our  own  tray.  The  house  is  new  inhabited  by  a  family  with  several  young 
children  who  play  around  and  under  much  of  tho  shrubbery.  Hence  my  visits  to  the 
place  were  few,  short,  and  inconspicuous;  not  enough  to  make  pood  records.  However, 
it  is  again  interesting  to  notice  how  the  male  is  attached  to  a  certain  locality,  or 
even  a  certain  bush,  for  several  years  and  induces  the  female  to  build  whore  his 
earlier  broods  have  been  successfully  raised. 

The  nest  found  on  May  22nd  wo &  located  in  a  Beautibush  7  to  8  feet  from  the 
ground  close  to  the  front  corner  of  a  garage  where  people  walked  and  children 
played.  We  estimated  the  hatching  to  be  about  the  25th  because  of  our  general  ob¬ 
servations,  My  notes  for  May  27th  rea.d:  "Last  two  or  three  days  they  seldom  come 
together  to  the  tray.  Female  comes  usually  every  1  to  2  hours  for  a  very  short  stay 
and  is  getting  more  hurried  and  nervous  each  day.  She  eats  6  to  10  seeds  as  fast  as 
possible  and  hurries  right  back.”  On  June  2nd  we  visited  the  nest  and  found  it 
leaning  sideways  perhaps  from  last  night* s  heavy  wind  or  from  children  pulling  on 
the  bush.  One  baby  was  in  the  nest,  almost  grown  enough  to  leave.  We  supported 
the  nest.  On  the  5th  the  male  was  found  feeding  the  youngster  in  a  tall  bush  close 
to  the  house;  I  estimated  it  came  from  nest  a  day  or  two  before .  An  English 
Sparrow  baby  was  fed  by  its  parents  only  2  feet  away  on  another  branch,  while  the 
red  male  attacked  some  fighting  sparrows  on  the  ground  below.  The  youngster  began 
to  take  care  of  herself  by  the  25th  and  was  later  chased  out  into  the  world*.  On  the 
20th  male  seen  on  tho  edge  of  the  old  nest  in  the  juniper  bush  pecking  at  the  nest¬ 
ing  materials. 

The  birds1  behaviors  during  June  soon  suggested  another  nesting  but  by  July  1  — 

2  they  both  began  to  como  to  the  tray  more  often  and  for  longer  periods,  giving 

themselves  time  to  eat  slowly  and  loiter  around.  On  the  3rd  and  4th  he  sang  and 
whistled  frequently  (all  three  tunes).  On  the  3rd  we  went  to  look  for  a  nest  and 
found  it  —  empty  —  in  the  same  mock  orange  bush,  9  feet  from  the  ground  and  3 
feet  from  the  last  nest.  On  the  4th  we  noticed  several  times  how  the  parents 
carried  away  our  seeds  and  we  decided  to  go  exploring.  He  soon  found  a  single  baby 
in  Try on* s  shrubbery,  fed  by  both  parents,,  and  Mrs.  Tryon  had  noticed  "commotion”  in 
tho  yard  already  on  the  previous  day.  It  was  very  young  with  practically  no  tail  or 

tuft  yet  and  it  was  difficult  to  believe  that  it  could  have  flown  across  the  100 

feet  wide  creek.  I  estimated  that  it  left  the  nest  on  July  1  /  1  day,  making  a 
nesting  cycle  of  only  about  28  days,  as  against  36  to  38  days  in  our  1946  and  1947 
records. 

For  the  next  couple  of  weeks,  up  to  about  the  19th,  the  male  kept  up  his 
whistling  and  both  birds  usually  came  to  eat  together;  occasionally  he  cracked  a 
seed  or  two  for  her.  From  their  visits  thereafter  we  knew  another  nesting  was  in 
progress  across  tho  creek.  The  female’s  nervous  behavior  changed  approximately 
August  1st,  when  she  was  again  loitering  around,  taking  a  bath  and  enjoying  our 
spray  in  the  hot  weather,  fte  never  found  any  youngster,  but  discovered  the  empty 
nest  on  the  5th,  11  feet  from  ground  in  the  same  clump  of  bushes  as  tho  first  nest 
found,  in  1946.  It  remained  empty.  Another  whistling  and  courting  period  began  on 
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the  3rd  but  again  no  ycunrsters  developed,  The  5th  nest,  found  after  the  leaves 
were  rone,  was  built  13  feet  up  in  a  bush  next  to  the  No,  2  and  3  nests. 

The  July  and  August  notes  contain  a  number  of  observations,  among  which  those 
of  the  nc,  2  youngster  will  be  summarized  here,  July  22 i  It  was  by  now  a  practi¬ 
cally  full— grown  female,  with  the  tail  partly  reddish,  but  with  gray  head  and  beak. 
Father  kept  cracking  the  seeds  and  feeding  her  in  the  apple  tree.  She  also  came  to 
the  tray  for  the  first  time  to  take  a  look;  she  was  at  first  afraid  of  the  sparrows 
but  got  bolder.  The  next  day  seems  to  have  been  the  Last  for  her  to  follow  the 
father  and  to  rot  a  few  seeds  from  him;  he  left  her  several  times  and  showed  the 
first  indication  of  wanting  to  chase  her  away.  She  ate  a  lot  of  oatmeal  on  the 
tray  by  herself  but  was  unable  to  crack  the  sunflower  seeds.  She  was  now  bold 
enough  to  chase  away  the  sparrows  and  so-'n  got  much  more  pugnacious  than  the  parents. 
For  the  next  few  days  she  tried  to  learn  the  difference  between  broken  shells  and 
full  seeds;  she  was  quite  tame  and  very  sweet  in  her  slow  attempts  to  try  to  under¬ 
stand  Ttohat  was  edible  on  the  tray.  On  August  3,  after  trying  hard,  she  succeeded 
once  in  a  while  in  crackinr  a  few  seeds  between  trials  with  empty  half  shells,  and 
the  next  doy  she  spent  much  tine  on  the  tray,  perfecting  her  technique.  She  charged 
at  the  approaching  sparrows  when  they  were  still  10  to  15  feet  away  and  loitered 
around  the  tray  the  next  few  days.  Whenever  one  of  the  parents  found  her  they 
chased  her  from  tree  to  tree;  particularly  the  female  would  not  tolerate  the  young¬ 
ster  in  the  neighborhood,  9th:  her  wings  also  began  to  get  reddish  and  she  looked 
more  like  a  nature  female  altho  the  bill  was  still  gray,  11th:  we  noticed  a  slight 
pink  upper  mandible,  ’whenever  she  heard  the  parents  approaching  she  disappeared 
quickly.  16th:  the  whole  beak  began  to  be  reddish.  Youngster  not  seen  after  the 
19th. 


As  in  previous  years  the  male  started  molting  before  the  female;  he  started 
visibly  about  August  J7th  and  did  not  look  himself  a  week  later  but  he  kept  up  his 
occasional  whistling  until  middle  of  September  when  he  looked  real  miserable.  The 
first  trace  of  fresh  red  on  the  tuft  showed  up  September  13  and  on  the  28th  his 

breast  had  new  feathers.  Not  until  October  31  was  his  molt  really  completed  and  he 

looked  as  gorgeous  as  ever.  Female  started  her  molt  about  September  8;  she  never 
looked  as  poorly  as  he  and  completed  her  new  coat  about  November  5  as  far  as  we 
could  judge  from  the  short  distance  to  the  tray. 

During  the  last  three  months  of  the  year  they  still  usually  ate  together  on 
the  trays;  only  occasionally  did  the  female  wait  in  the  tree  or  on  the  ground  below 

until  her  mate  had  finished.  They  have  now  started  the  seventh  year  with  us  and  we 

arc  anxiously  looking  forward  to  their  coming  adventures. 

THE  KEILBQRNS  -  January  8,  1952. 

REGULAR  MEETING  MARCH  12.  1952  PREDATOR  AND  PREY  RELATIONS 

Dr.  Harold  Axtell,  in  his  talk  on  Predator  and  Prey  Relations,  made  a  fine 
presentation  of  facts  proving  conclusively  that  predators  have  their  place  and  that 
they  are  not  the  reason  for  the  decrease  in  game  populations. 

REGULAR  MEETING  MARCH  26.  1952  HAWKS 

The  open  forum  on  the  identification  of  Hawks  under  the  able  leadership  of 
Harold  D.  Mitchell  was  enjoyed  and  appreciated  by  all  those  present.  With  the  aid 
of  drawings,  skins,  and  mounted  birds  Bernard  Nathan,  Robert  Andrle,  and  Donald 
Gamble,  told  from  their  own  experiences  in  the  field  how  to  identify  Hawks. 

PINNER  MEETING  MARCH  22.  1952 

Dr.  Richard  M,  Saunders  gave  us  many  good  descriptions  of  birds  and  birders.  In 
relation  to  the  Art  of  Bird  Watching,  he  stressed  the  importance  of  IT tuning-in” , 
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patience,  awareness,  tricks  of  the  trade,  cooperation,  and  love# 

LIBRARY 

Mr#  and  Mrs,  Herbert  Hickman  gave  the  following  books  to  the  Hazelton  Library: 
The  Birds  of  America  edited  by  T,  Gilbert  Pearson 
Birds  of  America  by  John  James  Audubon 

Life  Histories  of  North  American  Birds.  Jays,  Crows .  Titmice  - 

Arthur  Cleveland  Bent 


NIAGARA  RIVER  FIELD  TRIP  -  MARCH  9.  1952 

Among  the  panaceas  suggested  to  stop  the  threat  of  world  war  let  here  be  added 
the  peaceful  pastime  of  ornithology.  At  the  site  of  the  monument  dedicated  to 
General  Brock,  commander-in-chief  of  British  forces  in  Canada  during  the  War  of 
1812,  was  gathered  an  assemblage  on  March  9,  1952  which  was  a  tribute  to  the  warming 
influence  of  the  ways  of  birds  on  the  hearts  of  men#  Led  by  Mr#  James  Baillie  of 
Toronto,  nine  cars  full  of  amateur  ornithologists  from  his  city  and  Hamilton  arrived 
at  the  appointed  rendezvous  whore  the  two  Buffalo  cars  were  awaiting  their  report  of 
early  spring  migrants  and  wintering  ducks  farther  downstream# 

After  lunching  outdoors  where  Cardinals  and  Blue jays  could  be  distantly  heard, 
the  cavalcade  proceeded  upstream  as  far  as  the  Peace  Bridge,  Greatly  enjoyed  were 
the  Goldeneyes1  courtship  antics,  Canvasbacks,  3uffleheads,  Redheads,  Scaups,  and 
Mergansers  dived  and  shone  in  the  pond-like  st5.11ness  of  the  River# 

Included  in  the  38  species  were  a  Hooded  merganser,  a  Robin,  a  Bald  Eagle,  a 
Homed  Grebe,  a  Kingfisher,  an  Iceland  Gull,  and  a  Glaucous  Gull#  Not  listed  among 
ornithological  species,  the  grandfather  of  all  woodchucks  emerged  briefly  from  his 
hillside  burrow  opposite  Dufferin  Island  where  but  a  few  minutes  previously  a 
Brown-capped  Chickadee  had  been  performing  his  acrobatics.  As  a  gesture  of  the 
day* s  warm  friendliness  between  hosts  and  guests,  a  Black-capped  Chickadee  alighted 
momentarily  on  the  brim  of  Bill  Alnendinger’ s  hat# 


Gertrude  G#  Webster,  Leader 


OAK  ORCHARD  FIELD  TRIP 

MARCH  23.  1952 

We  were  priviledged  to  have  Dr.  Richard  W.  Saunders,  of  Toronto,  as  our  wel¬ 
come  guest  on  this  trip#  Early  morning  weather  was  dull  and  overcast,  but  the  sun 
broke  out  in  the  afternoon.  Harold  Mitchell  assisted  on  the  trip.  We  first  visited 
the  Sinks,  where  we  found  the  usual  run  of  pond  ducks,  and  some  Swans.  From  the 
Wolcottsville  ponds  to  Staffords’  Fond  at  Oak  Orchard  Swamp,  we  found  thousands  of 
Canada  Geese,  fifteen  thousand  being  the  days  estimate#  A  Blue  Goose  and  an  albino 
Canada  Goose  were  at  the  VJolcottsville  ponds.  A  small  number  of  ducks,  Turkey 
Vultures  and  Pine  Grosbeaks  found  at  Oak  Orchard#  Later  in  the  afternoon,  on  the 
Genesee  River  between  Scottsville  and  Avon,  we  found  Bald  Eagles  and  their  nest, 
Red-bellied  Woodpeckers ,  and  more  Geese.  The  Reporter  and  Dr.  Saunders,  while 
waiting  quietly  for  the  Red-bellied  Woodpecker,  observed  and  studied  a  beautiful 
Red  Fox  along  the  west  bank  of  the  Genesee.  Reynard  was  totally  oblivious  to  our 
presence. 

Winston  Wn.  Brockner,  Leader 
OAK  ORCHARD  FIELD  TRIP.  MARCH  30.  1952 

Thousands  of  Canada  Geese  and  two  hundred  odd  Whistling  Swans  were  distributed 
over  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  and  the  nearby  sinks.  A  Blue  Goose,  three  Pine  Grosbeaks, 
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and  eight  Redpolls  were  the  rarities  of  the  trip* 


Bernard  Nathan,  Leader 


NEW  MEMBERS 

Hr*  &  Mrs.  Ray  Kirsch,  339  Crowley  Avenue,  Buffalo  7,  New  York 
Dr.  Janes  H.  Lewis,  186  Linwood  Avenue,  Buffalo  9,  New  York 


MEETINGS 


Meetings  are  in  the  Hunboldt  Room  of  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  at  8:00  P.M.  on 
Wednesday  unless  otherwise  stated. 


May  14  - 

May  28  - 

June  11  - 
June  25  - 


Panel  Discussion  on  Songs  of  Common  Warblers  by  Dr.  Harold  Axtell, 

Clark  S.  Beardslee,  Bernard  Nathan. 

Report  of  Spring  Census.  Leader:  Winston  W.  Brockner.  Symposium  on 
Spring  Observations  by  all  members* 

A.  J,  Wright  II  and  Robert  Andrle  will  tell  about  their  trip  to  Mexico, 
Picnic  meeting  at  Beaver  Island  State  Park. 


FIELD  TRIPS 


Every  Saturday  in  May  -  Saturday  Morning  Bird  Walks  through  Delaware  Park  and  Forest 

Lawn  Cemetery,  Meet  at  Runsey  Road  and  Delaware  Ave.  at  7:00  A*M.  or 
at  Delaware  Ave.  entrance  to  Forest  Lawn  Cemetery  at  8:00  A.M. 

Saturday  -  Sunday,  May  10-11  -  Pymatuning.  Leader:  Richard  Byron  (MO.  2969),  For 

reservations  write  to  Traveler’s  Inn,  Linesville,  Penna.  not  later 
than  May  1.  Program:  Leave  City  Hall  at  7:00  A.M.,  Saturday.  Lunch 
at  Priscilla’s  Cape  Cod  Kitchen  near  entrance  to  Presque  Isle  at 
1:30  P.M.  Meet  Saturday  evening  at  U.P.  Church,  Linesville;  Robert 
Hermes  will  show  pictures.  Early  morning  walk  and  after-breakfast 
hikes  on  Sunday. 

Sunday,  May  11  -  Taylor  Hollow  &  vicinity.  Leader:  Mrs.  John  Bacon  (EM.  5184).  Meet 

at  City  Hall  at  7:00  A.M. 

Saturday,  May  17  —  Breakfast  in  Delaware  Pk.  near  the  Rose  Garden  -  serving  from 

7:45  to  8:45  A.M.  -  $.75  -  proceeds  for  the  Sanctuary  Fund.  Make 
reservations  before  May  15  with  Chairman:  Mrs.  Winston  Brockner, 

Sunday,  May  18  -  Spring  Census.  Leader:  Winston  W.  Brockner,  63  Ardmore  Place, 

Buffalo  13,  N.Y.  (EL.  6888). 

S aturday-Sundo.y  ,  May  24-25  —  Meeting  of  the  Federation  of  N.Y.  State  Bird  Clubs  in 

Schenectady.  Make  your  reservations  directly  with  any  of  the  follow¬ 
ing  before  May  1: 

Van  Curler  Hotel,  Schenectady,  single  $4.25  to  $6.50  -  double 

$5.50  to  $8.50. 

Clemens  Motor  Court,  Albany,  single  $5.00  -  double  $7.00  to  $8.00 

Tompkins  Motel,  Albany  -  single  $4.00  -  double  $6.00 
The  Motor  Court  &  the  Motel  are  on  Route  5  between  Albany  & 
Schenectady  within  easy  driving  distance  of  Schenectady.  For  a 
tourist  home  reservation  write  before  May  1  to  Mss  Beatrice  Sullivan 
67  Snowden  Avq.,  Schenectady  4,  N.Y.;  in  your  letter  mention  the 
F.N.Y.S.D.C.  meeting. 

Thursday  -  Sunday,  May  29  to  June  1  -  Huntington,  West  Virginia,  Leaders:  Edward 

Seeber  and  Bernard  Nathan  (GR.  0675.)  For  reservations  call  Bernard 
Nathan  before  May  15. 

Saturday-Sunday,  June  28-29.  Cook  Forest.  Joint  trip  with  the  Buffalo  Audubon 

Society.  Leader:  Harold  D.  MitcfcLl,  378  Crescent  Ave.,  Buffalo  14> 
N.Y.  (VI.  2587).  Make  reservations  with  the  leader  before  May  1. 
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THE  MONTH 

April  was  very  close  to  our  82  year  average  for  all  elements  except  temperature 
which  averaged  4.4°  above  normal.  The  maximum  temperature  record  of  74°  was  equalled 
on  the  28th.  With  plenty  of  good  chirping  weather  for  Robins,  our  field  observers 
turned  out  in  force...  the  highlight  trip  being  the  Sprir^  Duck  Census,  Of  course, 
there  were  ups  and  downs  in  the  weather  -  with  the  downs  making  it  quite  cold  and 
miserable  on  the  opening  day  of  the  trout  season  (April  11th).  However,  inclement 
weather  did  not  dampen  the  spirits  of  about  20,000  youngsters  who  egg-hunted  in  the 
Zoo  on  Easter  Sunday.  The  Zoo  reminds  us  that  if  you  haven* t  seen  a  Roseate  Spoon¬ 
bill  lately  -  there  are  tro  such  in  the  bird  house  that  arrived  this  month  from 
Florida  -  along  with  some  Colombia  Jays,  Mexican  Jays  and  Crested  Jays.  The  month 
closed  out  with  brilliant  and  beautiful  auroral  displays  on  the  28th,  29th  and  30th, 

Robert  L.  Mansfield 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


^indicates  first  report  of  the  year 
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♦Rough-w,  Swallow 

April 

12 

3 

Riverside 

Rog.Sundoll,  Henna 

♦Barn  Swallow 

11 

5 

1 

Lyndonville 

Smiths 

H 

12 

8 

Riverside 

Rog,  Sundell,  Lenna 

♦Purple  Martin 

It 

13 

50 

Chaut,  L,  Outlet 

Jurkowski 

♦Tufted  Titmouse 

It 

26 

1 

Pt,  Abino,  Ont, 

Axtolls 

* House  Wren 

II 

26 

1 

Morgan* s  Pt,,0nt, 

Axtolls 

11 

28 

1 

LaSalle 

jjeilborn 

♦Long-b, Marsh  Wren 

II 

27 

1 

E,  Manitou  Rd, 

Kivett,  Schaffncr, 
Braunberns,  Woldman 

Carolina  Wren 

11 

20 

1 

Lords  ton 

Brockner 

11 

26 

1 

Pt,  Abino,  Ont, 

Axtells 

n 

27 

1 

Brock’s  Mte 

Brocknrr 

♦Brown  Thrasher 

n 

20 

1 

La  Salle 

Heilborn 

it 

24 

1 

Delaware  Pk, 

Schaffncr 

Hermit  Thrush 

ti 

10 

1 

Delaware  Park 

Schaffner 

♦Voery 

ti 

24 

1 

Forest  Lawn 

ii 

n 

27 

1 

Chaut,  L,  Outlet 

Jurkowskis 

♦Bl.-gr,  Gnatcatcher  M 

21,30 

1,2 

Riverside 

Rog,  Sundell,  Anderson 

n 

26 

1 

Sugarloaf  Pt.,0nt. 

Axtells 

♦Ruby-cr,  Kinglet 

n 

10 

1 

Delaware  Pk, 

Schaffner 

Pipit 

n 

27 

25  (max)  Sinks 

Nathan  et  al 

Migrant  Shrike 

n 

11 

1 

Wolcottsville 

Creighton,  Griffin 

ii 

26 

1 

Laona 

Bro  cltner 

♦Yellow  Warbler 

ti 

29 

4 

Frewsburg 

Rog.  Sundell 

n 

29 

1 

Genesee  R, 

McMurtry 

ii 

30 

1 

La  Salle 

Heilborn 

♦Myrtle  Warbler 

it 

12 

3 

Riverside 

Rog,  Sundell,  Lenna 

♦Pine  Warbler 

n 

20 

1 

Shongo 

McMurtry 

it 

25,26 

1,1 

Riverside 

Rog.  Sundell,  Anderson 

♦W,  Palm  Warbler 

ii 

27 

1 

E.  Manitou  Rd, 

Nathan  et  al 

♦Bobolink 

n 

30 

1 

Taylor  Hollow 

Melberg 

Evening  Grosbeak 

all  month 

up  to  12 

Frewsburg 

Rog.  Sundell 

April 

2 

16 

Hamburg 

Bacon,  Griffin 

ii 

13,27 

35 

Jamestown 

Jurkowski 

all  month 

6-40 

Hamburg 

Griffins 

ii 

it 

6-20 

n 

Avery 

♦Purple  Finch 

April  20 

1 

Gainesville 

Mrs.  E.  Smith 

ti 

24 

1 

Hamburg 

Griffins 

Eastern  Towhoe 

it 

7 

2 

Jamestown 

R.  Jurkowski,  rep, 
Jurkowski 

♦Grasshopper  Sp. 

tt 

28 

1 

Gainesville 

Mrs .  Smith 

♦Hens low*  s  Sparrow 

ii 

27 

2 

Sinks 

Thorpe,  Schaffner, 
Pratt,  Woldman 

Tree  Sparrow 

ii 

9L 

1 

Gainesville 

Mrs.  E.  Smith 

Chipping  Sparrow 

n 

19 

1 

n 

it 

ti 

20 

2 

Frewsburg 

Rog.  Sundell 

♦Field  Sparrow 

n 

2 

1 

Hamburg 

Bacon,  Griffin 

Swamp  Sparrow 

n 

13 

4 

Sinking  Ponds 

Brockner 

it 

20 

1 

Shongo 

McMurtry 

Wh.-cr.  Sparrow 

since  Jan, 
(feeding  st 

21  1 
-ation) 

Hamburg 

Avery 

Wh.-th,  Sparrow 

April 

8 

* 

Gainesville 

Mrs.  E.  Smith 

it 

14 

1  (feeding  sta.)  Hamburg 

Avery 

ii 

19 

1 

LaSalle 

Heilborn 

Fox  Sparrow 

n 

24  L 

1 

it 

ti 

ERRATA:  In  April  Prothonotary  the  Gray  Shrike  record  should  have  been  March  9* 
The  Migrant  Shrike  record  for  March  5  was  an  error. 
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Spccios  Previously  Recorded  in  1952.  ,  114 

New  Species  for  April,  47  (includes  Common  Loon,  Gadwall, 

Shoveller,  Osprey,  Lesser  Yellow- 
legs,  Little  Gull,  Common  Tern, 
Kingbird,  Hermit  Thrush,  Eastern 
Towhee,  Chipping  Sparrow,  Wh,-th. 
Sparrow,  Swamp  Sparrow  from  Spring 
Duck  Census) 

Total  to  date . .  .  .  ,  .  161 


SPRING  DUCK  CENSUS  -  April  6,  1952 


TERRITORIES: 

A  -  Canadian  Side  Niagara  River,  Fort  Erie  to  Niagara  Falls  -  Savage, 

Almcndinger 

-  B  -  Niagara  Falls,  Ont.  (Rainbow  Bridge)  to  Niagara-on-the-Lake  &  Port  Wilier  - 

Axtells 

C  -  Am,  Side  Niagara  River,  Ferry  St.  to  Niagara  Falls  -  Me  Canns 
D  -  Grand  Island,  north  of  Whitehaven  Rd.  -  Beardsleo 

E  -  n  n  south  n  n  n  _  Thorpe,  Emerson,  Faul,  Kivett 

F  -  Chautauqua  Co,  -  Fredonia,  Dunkirk,  Lake  Erie  Shore  to  Barcelona,  Bear  and 
Cassadaga  Lakes  -  Stanley,  Siegel,  Schober,  DeLong,  Meierhofer 
G  -  Chautauqua  Co,  -  Chautauqua  Lake,  Findley  Lake,  Glyner  area,  Riverside  marsh 

-  Roger  Sundell,  Bed ,  Anderson,  Jurkowslci,  Olson,  Berscwicz 
Parker,  Lockwood 

H  -  Leroy,  Horseshoe  Lake,  Nu  Lake,  Lake  LaGrange  -  Pixley,  Annabels,  Masons, 

Mahoney 

I  -  Olean  and  vicinity,  Van  Derlym  Marsh,  Cuba  Lake  -  Eaton,  Meyers,  Wenlein 
J  -  Randolph,  Allegany  State  Park  -  Eschelmans 

K  -  QaV  QrnVin-rd  Stwran,  Lockport,  ?Jollcottsville  -  Heilboms,  Horne 
L  -  Lr.ke  Ontario  Shore,  Genesee  River  to  Hamilton  State  Park  -  Kcmnitzer 
M  -  East  Aurora,  Sinking  Ponds,  Williamsville  -  Wendlings 

N  ~  Canadian  Shore  Lake  Erie,  Fort  Erie  to  Port  Colborne,  Mud  Lake  and  Inland  - 

Klabundes,  Rices 

0  -  Delaware  Park,  Forest  Lawn,  Tifft  St,,  South  Pafck  -  Webster,  Wendling 

P  -  Clarence  and  Nows toad  Sinks,  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  -  Ulrichs,  Abrams,  Gorham, 

"" - - -  Vanderbles,  Blowers,  Turner, 

Lovelace 


q  _  American  Shore  Lake  Erie,  Vanakah  to  Irving,  Kent  Switch,  Smith fs  Mills 
areas,  Mud  Lake  -  Wright,  Andrle 
R  —  Hamburg  and  vicinity  -  Griffins,  Creighton 

S  -  Lako  Ontario  Shore,  Fort  Niagara  to  north  of  Oak  Orchard  -  Brockncr,  Greene 
/T  -  Allegany  Co.,  Wells  villa,  Cuba  Lake  -  Mclviurtrys 
U  -  Java  Lake,  Lime  Lake,  Beaver  Lake  (Sardinia)  -  McShanes 
\  V  -  Canadian  Shore  Lake  Erie,  Port  Colborne  to  Dunnville,  Grand  River  -  Nathan 

Pratt,  Schaffner,  Woldman,  Pittell 

W  -  American  shore  of  Lake  Erie,  Buffalo  to  Dunkirk,  Smith1 s  Mills  to  East 
Mud  Lake  -  Braunberns 


SPECIES  RECORDED 

Common  Loon 

62 

Homed  Grebe 

167 

Pied-b,  Grebe 

66 

Gr,  31.  Heron 

66 

Bl.-er.  N.  Heron 

4 

An,  Bittern 

2 

Whistling  Swan 

162 

Canada  Goose 

7,086 

Blue  Goose 

2 

Mallard 

129 

Black  Duck 

330 

Gadwall 

1 

Pintail 

384 

Green-w.  Teal 

24 

Bluo-w,  Teal 

89 

Am,  Widgeon 

214 

(36) 


L,BC 

D 


ur 


,  X f:  \rf>: *0  t'  :U  :•*?. o0  f or.  1)  \\\ 
-v'-lXoY  r  .  ■:  i  .  T(Jjr,o  ,7  II  vorl£ 

.  .3 

rriu^ ^  t ft  !n ■  '•  ct icrr  jH  jy*  *  ,•;♦  •.  •  -  >$ 

■  •  t  ' 

Snip'S  ciottI  to-:  :q<:  cr.^v8  %woT:cq8 

■ 

'  Idl 


*  fi  'iooc.fl  viunbro-i  i  ecYoi, 

. . .  .IZ'iqii  tcoI  eoioocS  v. 


O'tyf  >t  J  X 


^  'v. 


-  ■ 

»•  j  •  .»-  .  ..  -  - _ _ _  ■  *'»• 


■*>«> 

i  '  4>“  v 


1./  3' ’  ’5  V  l":  <-•  '••IK  :  VyilH  o£i8 

'  t  m 

■ 

- 

'  '  '  '  .  -  ' 

•  •  - 

1  --  1  -  X  ‘  t  'Q^C'  T  ',r_  i  ■»/  r  f ,  ,  a  p  _  r  »  r 

j* *  ~  -  ^  .,?a*-t>CB«oO 

:  • 0  -  -  a 

\  *  v  *  , 

_ _  ,  .,r  ,  „  bco  tfopj  .ioqH /><? 

t  ■*■  •  j;  A-.0;»nrti,  •  Y olxl  T  «•  -  •••  ,’n  t  -»r->  t  ..»*•  r„  t  . 

.  *  | 


1 ; f".  ■  • 


•  ‘  -  ,  , 

[ 

*'••  •')  r  J.  -  _  .  -  ’ 


.  -  _  -  ?  -••  -  •  •  -  •  ;  '  '  i  • 

*’  yt  * r  ,  *A '  ■VlT>  m  .  i  ■  r  •  ’ 

\  •  "  « 

'  ‘  '  '. 

•  rriii  ..  -  .•»  .  . 


J 


.  -  -j  ^4'.T  T  rtfmr,  ;  o 

'  ...  . 

.  •  ■  •  » 

■  :• 

.  •  7  t  •'•  -* 

'  t  $.U*  O  •-  j  j  •  -  *  ■\T  r»A  i  »>  _  a 

.  - 

oo/jXovoJ 

_ 

*  c 

■  m  03 

one  .  ...  -  - 

^  ,  .  ~ 

•  •  * 

.....  ■  . 

■  ■  <  ■  ■  -  . 

j  .,  <  ;  ;•  "•  ••  i.  -  ■  .  -/..?. iO^  K$dr.Tl 

■  a'L;  -  a  Wic"  UlQ  ‘  &  Of  *lir-7  r,.--.Y'r  ,  ,r  «■  n  , 

^  ,•  ,r  rT  ;  v  , 

■  -  .  •  ..; 


U 

-  V 


-  IV 


a 


osx 


a  -  t 


L  Jl 


MS. 


-o  :.7lg 

x^::XX-.H 

•:'-b  ><  i-:xa: 

XX.r'.;f  j>0 


YoL 

d’J 

da 

A 


tao 


sax 

a--otv 


XT  Ou  £  ■  •/•o') 

'■  0--  a-i  ,  t~ 

: .  .'17-,.:, 

^  bUH  ,  u 
X  .  '  •'  -  1  f 

o<ic  0  :<•■<  0 


A 


Shoveler 

6 

Hairy  Wdpkr, 

15 

Wood  Duck 

41 

Downy  Wdpkr , 

60 

Redhead 

140 

Kingbird 

2 

Ring-ncckcd 

280 

Phoebe 

32 

Canvas back 

447 

Praire  Her,  Lark 

32 

Greater  &  Lessor  Scaup 

5,445 

Tree  Swallow 

242 

An.  Golden-eye 

535 

Blue  Jay 

60 

Bufflchcad 

211 

Crow 

1,297 

Old-squaw 

725 

Black-cap,  Chick. 

169 

Harlequin  Duck 

1 

- 

A 

Brown-cap.  Chick, 

1 

- 

White-w.  Scoter 

29 

White,br.  Nut. 

33 

Ruddy  Duck 

232 

Red-br.  Nut. 

1 

Hooded  Mcrg 

58 

Brown  Creeper 

36 

Am.  Merganser 

1,459 

Winter  Wren 

3 

Rcd-br.  Merganser 

1,528 

Carolina  Wren 

1 

- 

Turkey  Vulture 

1 

Robin 

3,338 

Sharp-sh .  Hawk 

2 

Hermit  Thrush 

1 

- 

Cooper1 s  Hawk 

4 

Bluebird 

42 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

10 

Golden-cr.  Kinglet 

158 

Red-shouldered  Hawk 

4 

Pipet 

30 

Rough-1.  Hawk 

2 

Cedar  Waxwing 

11 

Bald  Eagle 

2 

Migrant  Shrike 

1 

- 

Marsh  Hawk 

45 

Starling 

13,129 

Osprey 

1 

- 

Q 

House  Sp. 

1,302 

Sparrow  Hawk 

41 

Meadowlark 

249 

Ruffed  Grouso 

3 

Rod-wing.  Bib. 

7,486 

Pheasant 

133 

Rusty  Bib. 

111 

Coot 

736 

Grackle 

1,607 

Killdcer 

ju„  / 

Cewbird 

692 

Woodcock 

2 

Cardinal 

38 

Wilson1 s  Snipe 

34 

Evening  Grosbeak 

75 

Gtr .Yellow-legs 

7 

Purple  Finch 

1 

Lessor  Yellow-logs 

2 

Pine  Grosbeak 

4 

— 

Pectoral  Sandp, 

46 

- 

G,  K 

Goldfinch 

7 

Glaucous  Gull 

3 

- 

B,F,W 

E.  Towhce 

3 

(Sr.-bl.-b.  Gull 

2 

Sqvannah  Sp. 

9 

Herring  Gull 

2,403 

Vesper  Sp. 

19 

Ring-b.  Gull 

3,599 

Slate-col.  Junco 

1 , 019 

Bonaparte1 s  Gull 

4,113 

Tree  Sparrow 

310 

Little  Gull 

1 

- 

B 

Chipping  Sp. 

1 

— 

Common  Tern 

1 

mm 

B 

Field  Sparrow 

4 

Mourning  Dove 

64 

White-cr.  Sparrow 

1 

mm 

Great  Horned  Owl 

2 

White-thr.  Sparrow 

1 

mm 

Barred  Owl 

1 

- 

I 

Fox  Sparrow 

12 

Bolted  Kingfisher 

44 

Swamp  Sparrow 

2 

Flicker 

38 

Song  Sparrow 

1 , 115 
■■ 

Pileated  Udpkr. 

1 

Lapland  Longspur 

1 

mm 

Red-headed  I'dpkr .  1 
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112  Species 

Over  60,000  Individuals 


The  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  held  its  annual  Spring  Duck  Census  this  year 
under  adverse  conditions.  A  southwest  to  west  wind  of  20-45  niph.  accompanied  by 
rain  anr>  snow  squalls  reduced  visibility  and  made  observation  difficult.  The  ten- 
peraturo  ranged  from  30°  to  40°  F.  and  all  water  was  open.  Twenty-two  parties  Jid 
about  73  members  and  friends  participated,  recording  good  numbers  and  variety  of 
bi"ds  desoito  conditions.  The  Harlequin  Duck  remained  at  the  Falls  and  a  Common 
Torn  in  the  lower  Niagara  River  was  at  least  a  week  earlier  than  any  previous 
rccour’  The  Brown-capped  Chickadee  has  be^n  a  regular  visitant  at  a  feeding 
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station  in  Dunkirk,  A  Co.ro linn  Trcn  v;as  observed  near  the  Lewiston  Bridge,  Fewer 
Canada  Geese  were  neteo  at  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  this  year  and  the  numbers  of  sever  a], 
species  cu  surj.aco  feeding  and  div5.ng  ducks  were  lower  than  in  previous  years.  This 
was  in  part  duo  to  poor  weather  conditions  but  in  general ,  the  birds  were  just  net 
present  in  the  territory,  A  partial  albino  Canada  Goose  was  again  found  at  Oak 
Orchard  ST, ra. ip ,  The  Little  Gull  in  the  lower  Niagara  River  was  the  second  one  seen 
on  a  Spring  Census, 


Harold  D.  Mitchell 
(R,  F.  Andrle) 


MEXICO 

It  is  difficult  indeed  to  convoy  by  words  alono  a  satisfactory  picture  of  the 
amazing  diversity  in  natural  beauty  that  is  Mexico,  To  a  naturalist ,  and  to  anyone 
who  can  sincerely  appreciate  the  sound  values  which  the  outdoors  has  to  offer,  this 
land  south  of  the  border  presents  at  once  a  rich  field  for  study  and  a  delightful 
impression  that  will  ever  be  remembered.  My  brief  travels  through  the  eastern  part 
of  the  country  wore,  in  reality,  wonderful  adventures-  the  fascinating  panorama  that 
unfolds  with  the  miles  as  one  heads  southward,  the  dusty  little  towns  with  their 
dark-skinned  inhabitants  and  colorful  market  streets,  the  many  small  churches  and 
the  ornate  cathedrals,  the  breathtaking  contrast  of  natural  features,  the  strange 
now  birds  everywhere-  all  these  and  more  contribute  to  a  thrilling  experience, 

Mexico  supports  a  biota  of  a  richness  and  complexity  that  is  astounding  to  one 
accustomed  to  the  plant  and  animal  forms  of  the  United  States,  Below  the  Rio  Grande, 
in  the  state  of  Tanaulipas,  the  character  of  the  country,  though  interesting,  gives 
little  indication  of  v;hat  is  to  cone.  There  the  low,  flat,  or  gentle  sloping  land 
has  not  been  cleared  for  farming,  the  original  small  tree  semi-desert  of  thorny, 
deciduous  shrubs  and  small  trees  prevails,  in  places’  almost  impenetrable,  with 
nesquite,  catsclaw,  cac’-Di  and  scattered  bunch  grass  abounding.  Farther  south  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  more  moist  conditions  becomes  apparent  as  the  country  assumes  a  greener 
aspect,  lush  vegetation  and  palm  forest  replacing  the  chaparral,  especially  through 
the  river  valleys,  where  magnificent  cypresses  overhang  the  clear  streams,  clumps  of 
tall  cane  spring  up,  and  low,  thorny  wild  pine-apple  thickets  make  a  formidable 
barrier  to  the  inquisitive  naturalist.  The  lofty  and  mysterious,  dark  Sierra  Madre 
range  looms  to  the  westward,  enhancing  the  green  of  the  lo?;land.  Bird  life  is  much 
in  evidence-  the  soft,  twanging  call  of  the  little  Mexican  Crows  contrasting  with 
the  loud  cries  of  the  huge  Erown  Jays  as  they  fly  heavily  across  the  forest  openings. 
In  the  mornings,  as  the  first  light  strikes  through  the  dense  growth ,  the  harsh 
cacophony  of  the  Chachalacas  can  be  heard  on  all  sides  as  they  waken  from  thoir 
roosts  in  the  palms,  while  now  and  then  a  flock  of  raucous  parrots  sweeps  into  the 
top  of  a  nosshung  cypress.  Kingfishers,  trogons,  anis,  doves  and  many  others  add  to 
the  delight  (and  confusion)  of  the  ornithologist. 

The  ascent  from  the  lowlands  to  the  ’mesa  central^,  the  Mexican  plateau,  is  a 
journey  never  to  be  forgotten.  From  a  few  hundred  feet  above  sea  level  to  over  five 
thousand,  for  about  sixty  miles  one  travels  round  hairpin  curves  and  over  sharp 
switchbacks,  surrounded  by  magnificent  vistas  of  towering  mountains,  while  Turkey 
Vultures  sweep  over  deep  valleys  plunging  more  than  a  thousand  feet  off  the  road!s 
edge.  The  green,  semi-tropical  lowlands  give  way  to  drier  areas  as  more  open 
deciduous  woods  and,  higher  up,  pine  forests  clothe  the  steep  slopes  of  the  Oriental 
range.  Finally  the  drier  side  of  the  mountains  is  reached  and  rolling,  cactus 
studded  dosert  valleys  and  harsh  rocky  mountains  appear.  Here  thrashers,  Brown  Tow- 
hoes  and  Canyon  Wrens  are  at  home  and  the  gutteral  croaking  of  Ravens  carries  to  the 
ear  from  stunted  oaks  for  across  the  valley.  These  are  tho  scenes  as  one  crests 
over  the  mountains  at  eight  thousand  feet  and  descends  slightly  into  the  green  Valley 
of  Mexico*  In  the  mountains  of  the  state  of  Puebla,  east  of  Mexico  City,  in  the 
yellow  pine  forests  of  the  Transition  zone,  at  times  in  sight  of  the  majestic,  snow 
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covered  cone  of  the  Volcan  Popocatepetl,  one  can  hear  the  calls  of  Red  Crossbills 
and  Pino  Siskins  and  flashes  of  yellow  among  the  pines  materialize  into  Evening 
Grosbeaks,  Along  the  eastern  slopes  of  the  Sierra  Madres,  at  a  lower  altitude  in 
Veracruz,  the  road  winds  downward  through  montane  evergreen  forests,  often  wet  and 
dripping  from  low  hanging  clouds ,  where  tall  tree  ferns  are  conspicuous  among  the 
subordinate  trees,  and  epiphytes ,  terrestial  plants  and  twining  lianas  grow  luxur¬ 
iantly.  Here,  ailong  cool,  rushing  mountain  streams,  the  curious  little  Dipper  can 
be  found,  the  lovely  green  Toucanets  move  slowly  and  deliberately  about  the  upper 
branches  of  the  trees,  and  the  nostalgically  beautiful  song  of  the  Brown-backod 
Solitaire  is  heard  above  the  sound  of  rushing  water  in  the  fern  hung  ravines. 


Again  near  sea  level,  in  the  *tierra  calicnte1  of  the  Gulf  coast  in  Veracruz, 
banana  plantations  and  clumps  of  cocoanut  palms  stud  the  landscape  and  one  can  see 
still  lagoons  and  small  ponds,  some  carpeted  with  blue  hyacinths,  over  which 
beautiful  chestnut  and  black  Jacanas  step  adroitly,  pausing  occasionally  to  raise 
their  yellow-striped  wings.  Here  too.  Little  Blue  Herons  and  Limpkins  wade 
stealthily  through  the  shallows,  little,  pointed  billed  Mexican  Grebes  dive  in  the 
open  areas  end  spectacular  black  and  white  Forktailed  Flycatchers  dip  over  the  water 
catching  insects.  Strange  bird  calls  issue  from  the  heavy,  humid  tropical  forest, 
stretching  away  from  the  waters  edge,  as  a  lone  Caracara  perches  atop  a  fig  tree 
full  of  stolid  Black  Vultures  and  surveys  the  forest  beneath.  Then,  farther  south, 
one  gazes  out  over  a  huge  e::panse  of  grass  marsh,  interspersed  with  clumps  of  low 
trees  and  bushes,  where  numbers  of  Hook -billed  Kites  of  varies  brown,  black  and 
white  plumage  perch  quietly  or  flap  slowly  above  the  wet  areas,  searching  for  snails 
Above  them,  a  magnificent  Whi to-tailed  Kite,  with  wings  and  tail  outspread,  floats 
as  if  suspended  cn  invisible  strings,  the  sun  making  it  seen  a  transparent,  and 
ethereal  thing.  This  is  truly  one  of  the  nest  beautiful  sights  I  have  ever  seen. 

In  the  foothills  of  the  Tuxtlas,  a  small  range  of  tropical  mountains  culmina¬ 
ting  in  five  thousand  foot  Volcan  San  Martin,  above  the  deep  blue  Gulf,  one  enters 
a  climax  forest  of  huge,  towering  trees,  heavily  festooned  with  creepers  and  air 
plants  forming  a  canopy  so  dense  that  little  light  penetrates  below.  Huge  billed 
black  and  red  Toucans  peer  from  the  foliage,  Crimson-collared  Grosbeaks  perch 
quietly,  hummingbirds  and  indescribably  beautiful  turcuoise  blue  honey  creepers  flit 
through  the  lower  branches,  while  the  wierd  hooting  of  ‘orogens  echoes  from  the 
tropical  hillside  above,  A  pearl  gray  and  white  hawk  screams  incessantly  in  a  tall 
gun  tree  at  a  clearing  in  the  forest  and  as  the  setting  sun  outlines  the  dark 
sierra  with  a  red  glow,  the  hum  of  insects  slowly  dies  and  a  pauraque  begins  to  call 
from  the  low  growth  at  the  edge  of  the  forest.  'This  fascinating  region  creates  in 
cne  a  deep  and  lasting  impression,  and  with  it  in  mind  we  leave  Mexico,  Much  more 
could  be  written j  there  are  many  other  most  interesting  places  to  be  seen  but  these 
brief  glimpses  will  suffice  tc  show  what  this  land  apart  affords  in  the  realm  of 
nature . 

Robert  F.  Andrle 

February  9,  1952 


LAKE  ERIE  SHORE  TRIP  -  April  20,  1952 

The  group  followed  the  south  shore  of  Lake  Erie  to  Portland  and  returned  via 
the  inland  lakes.  The  highlight  of  the  trip  was  the  hawk  flight.  About  350  hawks 
were  seen  including  a  Golden  Eagle,  a  Peregrine  Falcon,  and  an  Osprey. 

H,  E,  Braunberns,  Leader 

REGULAR  MEETING  -  April  9,  1952  -  In  the  absence  of  Harold  D.  Mitchell,  Robert 

Andrle  gave  a  report  of  the  Spring  Duck  Census.  Because  of  the 
illness  'of  the  scheduled  speaker,  three  bird  films  from  the  Museum 
of  Science  film  library  were  shown. 
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REGULAR  MEETING  -  April  23,  1952  —  Plans  for  the  Spring  Census  were  made  by- 

Winston  17 .  Erockner  leader.  Dr.  Gordon  B.  White  of  Port  Colborne 
gave  a  very  interesting  talk  on  Bird  Photography. 


FIELD  TRIPS 


Sunday,  June  1 
Sunday,  June  8 
Sunday,  June  15 
Sunday,  June  22 


Canadian  Shore  of  Lake  Erie  -  Curlew  Trip.  Leader:  Mary  Louise 
Emerson  (LI,  0067).  Meet  at  the  Peace  Bridge  at  7:30  A.M. 

Erie  Cc-unty  Breeding  Bird  Count.  Leader:  Bernard  Nathan  (GR-0675 ) • 
Contact  leader  if  you  will  participate. 

Frewsburg  and  Riverside  Marsh,  Leaders:  Roger  Sundell  &  Elizabeth 
Faul  (PA-9365).  Meet  at  6s 00  A.M.  at  the  Buffalo  City  Hall* 

Gull  Island *  Loader:  Robert  C.  Heroes  (35-3834) c  Meet  at  the 
Peace  Bridge  at  7:30  A.M.  Joint  trip  with  the  Buffalo  Audubon 


Society. 

S a tur day-Sun day ,  June  28-29  -  Cook  Forest.  Joint  trip  with  the  Buffalo  Audubon 

Society,  Leader:  Harold  D/  Mitchell,  378  Crescent  Ave.,  Buffalo 
14,  N.Y.  (VI.2527),  Make  reservations  with  the  leader  before 
Juno  1. 


Ft i day-S atur day-Sunday ,  July  4,5,6  -  Algonquin  Park.  Make  arrangements  with  the 

leader,  Bernard  Nathan  (GR.0675),  224  Elmwood  Ave.,  Buffalo  9, NY 
by  June  3.1, 

Sunday,  July  13  -  Shore  Bird  Trip.  Best  in  the  Area.  Leader:  Elizabeth  Faul 

JPA,  936577  Meet  at  7:00  A.M.  on  Delaware  Ave,  at  North  St. 

Saturday,  July  19  -  Picnic  in  Chestnut  Ridge  Pork.  Chairmen:  Mr.  &  Mrs,  Edward 

P.  Cunniskey,  Bring  your  family  and  friends.  Meet  at  the  Casino 
for  a  hike  at  2:30  P.M.  and  picnic  at  5:30  P.M.  Make  reservation 
by  Ju3.y  17  with  Eugenia  Praenassing  (VI.  3289),  87  Linden  Ave., 
Buffalo  14,  N.Y,  $1.00  for  the  benefit  of  the  Sanctuary  Fund. 


MEETINGS 

Wednesday,  June  11  -  8:00  P.M.  -  Hunbolt  Room,  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science.  A.J, 

Wright  II  and  Robert  Andrle  will  tell  about  their  trip  to  Mexico* 
Wednesday,  June  25  -  6:30  P.M.  Picnic  meeting  at  Beaver  Island  State  Park 

NO  regular  meetings  in  July  end  August. 


Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  Library  &  Reading  Room  -  April  and  May  Additions  to  the 
Collection  of  Bird  Books 

Barclay  -  Smith,  Phyllis  -  A  Bod*  of  Ducks  -  Pcnquin 

Harrison,  John  Cyril  -  Bird  Portraits  -  Scribner *s  Hausnann,  Leon  A.  -  Beginners 

Guide  to  Attracting  Birds  -  Putnam 
Lemmon,  Robert  S.  -  The  Birds  Are  Yours  -  McMillan 
Sutton,  George  Miksch  -  Mexican  Birds  -  University  of  Oklahoma. 

Donald  Gamble  reports  from  the  Arkansas  National  Wildlife  Refuge,. May  10: 
Willets  have  been  nesting  locally.  Every  evening  60  to  140  pass  over  in  one  V, 
calling  as  they  migrate ,  What  an  experience  l  The  Roseate  Spoonbills  never  fail  to 
awe  me 'with  their  color  &  behavior.  These  &  numerous  other  sights  of  birds  &  animals 

make  each  day  a  new  adventure _ _ _ 

P lea's e"* nail  your  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  third  day  of  the 
following  month  to  Mrs,  H.H,  Axtcll,  301  West  Utica  St.,  Buffalo  22,  Nov  York 

EDITOR:  Ray  McCann,  799  Potomac  Ave.,  Buffalo  9,  N.Y.  (EL.  6l69) 

TREASURER:  Elizabeth  Faul,  154  Woodward  Ave.,  Buffalo  14,  N.Y.  (PA,  9365) 
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THE  MONTH 

Hay  was  a  p?.sasant  month,  A  long  dry  period  which  began  April  23rd  threatened 
agricultural  interests  until  May  10th  when  it  ^?as  broken  by  showers.  Even  though 
abnormally  dry  during  the  early  month  -  the  month  ended  with  a  total  of  3.91  inches 
of  rainfall,  ,81  inches  above  normal,  leaving  water  supplies  at  a  slightly  higher 
level  than  usual  for  the  time  of  year.  A  heavy  rain  and  windstorm  on  the  12th  and 
13th  caused  flood  damage  along  the  lake  and  river  fronts.  There  was  also  some 
damage  to  trees  and  power  lines.  And  of  all  things  -  in  the  hills  of  Chatauqua  & 
Cattaragus  Counties,  there  was  shot/  on  the  11th  and  12th,  There  was  nothing  in  the 
weather  except  the  early  dryness  to  account  for  the  late  migration  vjhich  sent 
through  heavy  waves  on  May  10th  and  11th  and  again  as  late  as  the  24th  and  25th, 

The  average  temperature  was  53*9°,  only  2°  below  normal.  However,  on  the  last  day 
of  the  month  quite  a  few  double-breasted  seersuckers  were  noticed  on  Main  Street  in 
Buffalo, 

Robert  L.  Mansfield 
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Pt.,  Ont. 

Schaffncr 

♦Virginia  Rail 

it 

9 

1 

Oak  Orchard 

Boardsloc 

♦Ringed  Plover 

n 

9 

16 

Dunnville,  Ont. 

Braunbcrns,  Nathan, 

it 

11 

2 

Hamlin  Beach 

Pratt,  Schaffncr 

Hall 

♦Black-boll .Plover 

n 

11 

1 

it  ti 

n 

it 

17 

13 

Can. shore  L.  Eric 

Andrlo,  Yates,  Nathan, 

Schaffncr  et  al 

Ruddy  Thrnstone 

it 

24,25 

10,4 

Can. shore  L.  Erie 

Axtclls 

it 

25 

12 

Rose  Hill,  Ont. 

Fisk 

Hudsonian  Curlew 

ti 

24,25 

15,1 

Rockhouse  Pt„,0nt. 

Axtclls 

Vi’, -rump.  Sandpiper 

it 

24,25 

2,1 

Dunnville , Ont . , 

ti 

Ft.  Erie 

ii 

25 

1 

Hud  Lako,  Ont. 

Thorpe,  Filor,  Kivett 

♦Least  Sandpiper 

ti 

9 

5 

Dunnville,  Ont. 

Braunbcrns,  Nathan, 

Pratt,  Schaffncr 

it 

11 

26 (max)  n  n 

n  «  ii  ti 

♦Rod-bkd .Sandpiper 

ti 

16 

1 

Belmont 

Me?  fur  try 

ti 

17 

8 

Can. shore  L.  Erie 

Axtells, Andrle,  Yates, 

Nathan,  ct  al 

♦E.  Dowitcher 

n 

11 

2 

Hamlin  Beach 

Hall 

♦Stilt  Sandpiper 

n 

11 

1 

ti  n 

ti 

♦Semipalm .Sandpiper 

it 

10 

1 

Wellsville 

McMurtry 

ti 

17 

1 

Can. shore  L.  Erie 

Axtells, Nathan  et  al 

Sanderling 

n 

24 

3 

Rockhouse  Pt„,0nt. 

Axtells 

it 

25 

1 

Ft .Erie,  Ont. 

Wright , Nathan , Schaffncr 

Gt .  Black-b .  Gull 

n 

4 

1 

Can. shore  L.  Erie 

Axtells,  Nathan, 

Schaffncr,  Kivett 

♦Caspian  Tern 

n 

4 

2 

Morgan* s  Pt.,0nt. 

Axtells,  Nathan, 
Schaffncr,  Kivett 

♦Black  Tom 

it 

4 

10 

n  n  ii 

11  IT  n  ti 

♦Yellow-b .Cuckoo 

it 

10 

1 

Wellsville 

McMurtry 

it 

14 

1 

Lewiston 

Klabundcs 

(42) 
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ox 
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f* 

#Black-b«  Cuckoo  ! 

■lay 

10 

3 

Frewsburg 

Rog.  Sundell 

#Bnm  Owl 

»! 

11 

3 

Taylor  Hollow 

Axtells,  Thorpe 

n 

21 

1 

Dcpew 

Kivett 

#Whip-poor-will 

tt 

4 

1 

Morgans  Pt.,Ont. 

Axtells,  Nathan, 

i? 

Schaffner,  Kivett 

4,5 

3,1 

Ashville 

Anderson 

#Nighthawk 

it 

8 

1 

Buffalo 

Verrill 

it 

11 

1 

Wainflect,  Ont. 

Axtells,  Thorpe 

Chimney  swift 

tt 

10 

300 (nax)S .shore  L.  Erie 

Axtells 

#Hunningbird 

tt 

8 

1 

Frcwsburg 

Rog.  Sundell 

tt 

10 

1 

Rose  Hill,  Ont. 

Fisk 

*Crcsted  Flycatcher 

tt 

4 

1 

Grand  Island 

Hall,  Greene 

tt 

6 

1 

Batavia 

Buckland 

*Yellow-b ,  Flycatcher” 

22 

2 

Buffalo 

Axtell 

tt 

24 

1 

Depew 

Kivett 

#  Acadian  Flycatcher 

tt 

25 

1 

Rockhouse  ?t . , Ont . 

Wright , Nathan , Schaffner 

*Least  Flycatcher 

tt 

2 

1 

Frcwsburg 

Rog.  Sundell 

tt 

25 

100(max)Can.Shoro  L.  Erie 

YJright,  Nathan,  Schaffner 

Wood  Pewee 

it 

23 

1 

Lewiston 

Klabundcs 

tt 

23 

1 

Niagara  Frontier 

Mitchell  et  al 

*0live-s,  Flycatcher 

tt 

14 

1 

Delaware  Pk, 

Nathan, 

tt 

25 

1 

Bergen  Swamp 

Buckland 

tt 

25 

2 

Can. shore  L.  Erie 

Thorpe,  Filer,  Kivett 

tt 

25 

*• 

i 

mjm 

Rockhouse  Pt.,Ont. 

Wright, Nathan,  Schaffner 

Barn  Swallow 

tt 

10 

2 5 00 (max )S. shore  L.  Erie 

Axtells 

#Cliff  Swallow 

tt 

4 

1 

Mud  Lake 

Axtells , Nathan , 

. 

Schaffner,  Kivett 

Purple  Martin 

it 

10 

1000(max)S.  shore  L.  Eric 

Axtells 

Blue  Jay 

tt 

10 

200 (max)  »»  »  "  « 

tt 

Carolina 

tt 

11 

2 

Niagara  Falls 

Hcilbom 

tt 

11 

1 

Ft,  Abino,  Ont. 

Axtells,  Thorpe 

tt 

25 

1 

Can.  shore  L.  Erie 

Thorpe,  Filor,  Kivett 

*Catbird 

tt 

1 

1 

Wcllsville 

McMurtry 

tt 

6 

1 

Tifft  St. 

Brockner 

tt 

6 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

Rogers on 

#Ncod  Thrush 

it 

6 

1,1 

Tifft  St., 

Brockner,  Schaffner 

*? 

Delaware  Pk. 

tt 

7 

2 

Rose  Hill,  Ont. 

Fisk 

#01ive-b.  Thrush 

tt 

10 

2 

S.  shore  L.  Erie 

Axtells,  Hickman 

Gray-ch.  Thrush 

tt 

22 

1 

Niagara  Frontier 

Mitchell 

tt 

24 

2 

Forest  Lawn 

Schaffner,  Witebsky 

Bl.-gr.  Gnatcatcher 

it 

4 

1 

Can. shore  L.  Erie 

Schaffner 

tt 

4,11 

2,2 

Frcwsburg , Rivers ide 

Rog.  Sundell 

tt 

10 

1 

S.  shore  L.  Erie 

Axtells 

tt 

11 

4 

various  places  in  area  Axtells,  Thorpe 

tt 

15 

1 

Hamburg 

Avery,  Griffin,  Bacon 

Melberg  et  al 

tt 

17 

1 

Taylor  Hollow 

Axtells 

tt 

22 

1 

Tifft  St. 

tt 

Migrant  Shrike 

tt 

1 

1 

Checktowaga 

R.  Axtell 

n 

11 

1 

Olcott 

Hall 

n 

23 

1 

Darien 

Brockners 

tt 

29 

2 

Westfield 

Thorpe,  Nathan  et  al 

#Ycllow-th.  Vireo 

tt 

4 

1 

Zoar  Valley 

Thorpe,  Pratt 

tt 

8 

1 

Frcwsburg 

Rog.  Sundell 

tt 

10 

1 

Derby 

Mitchell  et  al 

^Solitary  Vireo 

tt 

4 

1 

Morgans  Pt.,Ont. 

Axtells, Nathan, 
Schaffner,  Kivett 

n 

4 

1 

Lowiston 

Klabundes 

tt 

6 

1 

Tifft  St. 

(43) 

Brockner,  Hickman 

I.  f.*mr3  .  n:;'. 
-’.1'roriT  t 

jvIX 
t .  fla,bc;, 

Ilovl/i  :ic;r  ?  .  ;:’oc 

II  tn  r; 
x^iPT  ricr, 
*"  I  >:  x . 
IlO'-WZ  ,••:  \ 

'  tl-  ills!-: 
baclrfoiffl 


3'iT>cf3'.iwc;H 
”  IIi  H  'f.cf'y/r 

w.  c 

5*11,1  *xr.: 


f. 

€ 

I 

I 


ollivris;. 
-»I  'll  'S' 
.  -tnO  1 1  -xClrtlr.'s 


it-: 
i 
i 


•  :  .J  .  ;{x.' 


1 1  x+>: 


•:  t  *viX 


' re  ?. 

.J  '0  t  '■  '.£?;  >tof; 

'  ‘ 

.  ’ '  .*■  Z 

clr-Tix/S 

./•jq.’C 


-  h 

’  ’  •  ,  .  .  '  •’  H 

r  r*  t  .  k*  «> 


-i,  fiT2  -uf!>8  tn£,r.I;.It  t;.qi  ;- 

r-  ;Ir. 

‘ 

•::r-  jr  ',; 

^■rrl/birS 
<-x  IJft  t  kji  riT 

r.  1  .  jI, 

■  -V  ■  +2'"  v  •  Ll'ito, 
I  lor. 

slljvic. 

n 

:  •  •:  ■  :rIroK 


I 

I 

I 

I 

S 

I 

I 

I 


SiwcfgTOl? 

.J  .*L?0(xrui)00I 

•  i  >;  I 

't  '-ia  :  1  v  /.  I 

•  >*  .'ir.'.*.  XoS  I 

qnrswC  njjyuS  I 

oJ:n5  ,J  xtorfs.acO  £ 

.IrrO,.!  {  oar/o/i>b - ; ,  r 

x'l.S  .J  ov\ic.C:{x-o)JOcS 
o>bj  r>Lr;:  i 


. ■!  -  , r(xx  )0001 

f*  !f  tt  «  (x.ia)00S 

Ellrlv  -U.  xxW 
.inO  ,oaicf<i  ,af{ 


r* 

i 


WovDl  t*xoU*  toqporfl  .  ’  r 

_  j.  i  #  « • 


i  cdoctS 

X:  -TXX'H 
T?:?Vl *>3  ,7r 


xsj/5 

,  ir  .-tv 

a  fol/r'l 

pted.x?  •:  ,  ■cfl’iLZLiiiB 

*!-/'/ 1*1  Vr3 


Oil  'VS II:/, 

.  ..  ; 
Pl£tf{  rT 
« . IS  illiT 
•’  T  ot: >;r 
.JnO  t.C.xH  •.  ■& 
onii  #J  •T’-rfs  .3 
1.  :!■;  '  :  -  ;v  •..{*; 

x I  1  r.  n 


I 


I«I 


« 


S 


oi*x3  .J  07Gn's*rtnO 
•  qv'.;  ,8ir.;>^  r.o*i.c  al  boo/.Ig  Uj  :-f 


01  vsH 

IE  » 
IS  « 


5 

s 

II 

01 

8 

01 

a 

ss 

4\s 

s 

es 

cs 

es 

jj: 

?s 

?s 


5S 


01 


01 

Cl 

II 

II 

es 

I 


a 


s, 


•  t  'Ox. a  v  ...  ’  *•  -.j  ..•-•j-.  ■;■■ 

1-3  I-  ”  7..  <[  H 

Si  i  lx  . 
Tt 


r'KTd.idi 


? 

01 

ss 

AS 

A 

lit  A 
01 
II 


•\  r 


IIo^xA 


IlrH 

"■•  -  rrAo>  nil 
I"  d  ■  ondtcH  t.  tocfl 

Ir  !-•  IIxfioI  rH 

txx*irrta;  :  I*-,, 

20:  roidc-Dr 
•  nfe 


wol E..«H  v.Ivr^ 

■  ' 

■'  -.a  ...ID 

)&'■  ’•>  rr 

rtoJht  u 

'  .r  .•  j». 

.D”7  I 

*  '.  e-r  ; 

vcf*x '  •)  f 

•  ( .  II  c  ijtqvic:  • 


VI 

,s 


II 

IS 


I  ”0  rn  -1 


r»c 
\  ^ 


A 

3 

01 

A 


tt 

» 

n 

fi 

r» 

f! 


^.■;  nrrr/  '  • 


-DI-vs  Y^nUriJ 
OvId^nirtni'jH* 


w  ..  •  .  j 


Cl 


!'  •  .  ''~’y  !  £  y- 


Tf 


.  n  ■ 

■ 


A 


U.  sjCtOOrl'"  ..X-ID  C„ 

n  X  bcfx.oqr?  iai;(a 

n 


?* 

fi 


>  Jv;.jcy  bo’S 


tt 

tt 


IT 


Tt 


?f 


voILrsB  :rr^ 
*nII.:;/8  IDf.'D 


tt 


?t 


tt 


»r 


iilixfi5-!  olqrxT 
. 

.j’til  >o  q 


Tt 


r’S  MIxO 


ft 


n 


PCMi-lr:  I 


if 


if 


It 


v  *d-.  vIIO 
JWrfT 


ft  ^ 


Jr 

f» 


j  .olrod  viO  ,*  ....  r 


fi 


» 


Sf 


f! 


ff 


’t 


oc.7*:V  ,  7~  "•II  v 


f» 


r?  •  .;  ;; 


fj 

if 


*Red-eyed  Vireo 

May  11 

1 

Lewiston 

Klabundes 

Philadelphia  Vireo 

n 

14 

1 

Forest  Lawn 

Schaffner 

w 

20 

1 

Taylor  Hollow 

Axtell,  Bacon, 

Creighton  et  al 

Garbling  Vii*eo 

it 

25 

12(nax)Can.  shore  L.Erie 

Wright,  Nathan, Schaffner 

tt 

4 

1 

Can.  shore  L.Erie 

Axtells,  Nathan, 
Schaffner,  Kivett 

#Bl.  &  VJh.  Wcrbler 

tt 

4 

3 

Can, shore  L,  Erie 

Axtells,  Nathan, 
Schaffner,  Kivett 

tt 

4 

1 

Lewiston 

Klabundes 

*Prothon*y.  Warbler 

ti 

6 

1 

Tifft  St.  r 

Brockner 

n 

30 

3 

Ashville 

Rog .Sundell , Anderson 

*Golden-r;.  Warbler 

tt 

11 

3 

Riverside 

Rog.Sundell,  Lockwood 

tt 

17 

1 

Taylor  Hollow 

Axtells 

tt 

20 

1 

tt  tt 

Axtell,  Bacon  et  al 

tt 

27 

1 

Protection 

Bacon,  Griffin 

#Blue-w,  Warbler 

n 

10 

3 

Frewsburg 

Rog.  Sundell 

tt 

11 

2 

Taylor  Hollow 

Axtells,  Thorpe 

tt 

17,20 

1,1 

tt  tt 

Axtells,  et  al 

Brews  ter 1  s  Warbler 

tt 

27 

1 

Protection 

Bacon,  Griffin 

n 

31 

1 

Ashville 

Rog . Sundel 1 , Anderson 

frL^wrence^  Warbler 

tt 

22 

1 

Derby  (larkin) 

Mitchell 

#Tenesee  Warbler 

tt 

4 

2 

Grand  Island 

Hall,  Greene 

tt 

9 

1 

Frewsburg 

Rog.  Sundell 

*0ronge-cr .-Warbler 

tt 

15 

1 

Forest  Lawn 

Nathan 

tt 

25 

1 

Pt.  Colborne,0nt. 

Nathan,  Schaffner 

^Nashville  Warbler 

tt 

3 

1 

Oak  Orchard 

Brockner 

tt 

4 

2 

Buffalo 

tt 

*Parula  VJarbler 

tt 

6 

1,1 

Buffalo,  Del.  Pk. 

Hicknan,  Schaffner 

tt 

8 

2 

Janes town 

Bursewicz 

^Magnolia  VJarbler 

tt 

10 

1 

Tifft  St, 

Brockner 

tt 

10 

3 

S.  shore  L.  Erie 

Axtells 

#Cape  May  Warbler 

tt 

4 

1 

Sugarloaf  Pt.,Ont. 

Axtell,  Nathan  et  al 

tt 

10 

8 

S.  shore  L.  Erie 

Axtells 

tt 

10 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

Rogers on 

*Bl.-thr.  Blue  VJarbler 

May  4 

1 

Lewiston 

Klabundes 

tt 

6 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

Heilman 

tt 

6 

1 

Buffalo 

Hicknan,  Schaffner 

Myrtle  Warbler 

tt 

10 

400 (max )S.  shore  L.  Erie 

Axtells 

*Bl.-th.  Gr.  Warbler 

tt 

4 

12 

various  places  in 

area  -  many  observers 

*  Cerulean  VJarbler 

it 

10 

2 

S.  shore  L.  Erie 

Axtells 

tt 

14 

1 

Delaware  Park 

Schaffner 

#B  lackbum-Warble  r 

tt 

4 

6 

various  places  in 

area  -  many  observers 

#Che  s tnut-s .  W arbler 

tt 

4 

1 

Sugarloaf  Pt.,Ont. 

Axtells 

tt 

8 

1 

Buffalo 

Hicknan 

*Bay-br.  Warbler 

tt 

10 

1 

Depew 

Kivett 

tt 

12 

1 

Lewiston 

Klabundes 

tt 

22 

45  (m&x)  various  places  in 

area  Axtells 

#Black-poll  VJarbler 

tt 

10 

1 

S,  shore  L.  Erie 

Axtells 

tt 

25 

20(nax)Can.  shore  L.  Erie 

Wright ,  Nathan , Schaffner 

# Oven-bird 

tt 

4 

3 

tt  tt  tt  n 

Axtells 

tt 

6 

1 

Tifft  St. 

Brockner 

#Nor.  Waterthrush 

tt 

9 

3 

Oak  Orchard 

Beardslee 

#La.  Waterthrush 

tt 

4 

2 

Protection 

Griffins 

tt 

17 

2 

Chestnut  Ridge  Pk. 

Brockner 

*Conn.  VJarbler 

tt 

26 

1 

Buffalo 

Axtell 

Mourning  VJarbler 

tt 

22 

1 

tt 

tt 

tt 

25 

1 

Can. shore  L.  Erie 

tt 

*Co$.  Yellowthroat 

tt 

10 

5 

various  places  in 

area  -  nany  observers 

(44) 
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#Yellow-br.  Chat 

May  15 

1 

Tifft  St. 

Brockner 

tt 

25 

1 

Rockhouse  Pt.,Ont. 

Thorpe , Filor ,  Kivett 

#Hooded  Uarbler 

tt 

11,17 

1,1 

Taylor  Hollow 

Axtells,  Thorpe 

n 

17 

1 

Chestnut  Ridge  Pk» 

Brockner 

#B1. -capped  Uarbler 

it 

10,11 

1,1 

Frews burg,  Riverside  Reg.  Sundell, Lockwood 

n 

11 

1 

Rockhouse  Pt.,Ont. 

Axtells,  Thorpe 

^Canada  Uarbler 

n 

11 

1 

Niagara  Frontier 

Axtells,  Thorpe 

tt 

14 

1 

Ft.  Ab3.no,  Ont. 

Hickman 

^Redstart 

tt 

9 

1 

Oak  Orchard 

Beardslee 

^Orchard  Oriole 

tt 

17 

2 

Can. shore  L.  Erie 

Axtells 

tt 

25 

8 (max)  «  n  n  it 

Wright , Nathan , Schaf fner 

tt 

25 

2 

ft  It  IT  It 

Thorpe,  Filor,  Kivett 

^Baltimore  Oriole 

tt 

6 

4 

various  places  in  area  -  Hog.  Sundell, 

Br ockner , Avery, Hickman 

#Scarlet  Tanager 

it 

11 

3 

tt  it  tt  it 

Axtells,  Thorpe 

tt 

17 

2 

it  tt  tt  n 

Axtells,  Brockner 

*Rose-br.  Grosbdak 

tt 

10 

1 

Buffalo 

Hickman 

it 

10 

6 

Grand  Island 

Hall 

*Indigo  Bunting 

tt 

11 

1 

Taylor  Hollow 

Axtells,  Thorpe 

tt 

12 

1 

Frewsburg 

Rog.  Sundell 

Evening  Grosbeak 

tt 

1-19 

1-15 

Hamburg (feeding  sta 

. )  Griffins 

tt 

1-19 

2-6 

Ueilsville 

McMurtry 

tt 

3-15 

3-25 

Hamburg 

Avery 

tt 

4 

35 

Jamestown 

Bursewicz 

tt 

9-15 

1 

Rose  Hill,  Ont. 

Fisk 

tt 

9 

25 

East  Eden 

Bacon,  Griffin 

tt 

10 

10 

Depew 

Kivett 

tt 

10 

6 

S.  shore  L.  Erie 

Axtells 

tt 

10 

25-30  Hamburg 

Heilborn 

tt 

11 

3 

Can. shore  L.Erie 

Axtells, Thorpe 

it 

15 

15 

Hamburg 

Avery,  Bacon,  Melberg, 
Griffin 

tt 

16-26 

5-68 

Angelica 

Sullivan, Brown,  rep. 
McMurtry 

tt 

22y23 

6,1 

Hamburg 

Woolley 

Lincoln’s  Sparrow 

tt 

10 

1 

Tim  St. 

Hickman 

tt 

11 

2 

Can. shore  L.  Erie 

Axtells,  Thorpe 

tt 

11 

1 

Riverside 

Rog.  Sundell 

Species  Previously  Recorded  in  1952 
New  species  and  Hybrids  for  May 


Total  to  date 


161 

82  (includes  Ruddy  Turnstone,  Hudsonian 
Curlew,  white-runped  Sandpiper, 
Sanderling,  Forsters  Tern,  Scissor- 
'  tailed  Flycatcher,  Alder  Fly¬ 
catcher,  Wood  Pewee ,  Short— billed 
Marsh  Wren,  Gray-cheeked  Thrush, 
Philadelphia  Vireo,  Brewster’s 
Warbler  &  Mourning  Warbler  from 
Spring  Uarbler  Census) 


243 


NOTE 

NOTE 


In  the  early  days  of  the  B.O.S.  (organized 
a  Black-backed  Gull  in  the  Buffalo  area. 


in  1929)  it  was  a  rarity  to  see 
Clark  Beardslee 


The  Swan  family  consists  of  the  cob, 


the  pen,  and  the  cygnets? . 


(45) 
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SPRING  WARBLER  CENSUS  -  Hay  18,  1952 


TERRITORIES: 

A  -  Canadian  Side  Niagara  River,  Fort  Erie  to  Niagara  Falls  -  Mitchell, 

Osgood,  H.  Hi clanans,  Moore 

B  —  Niagara  Falls,  Ont.  (Rainbow  Bridge)  to  Niagara— on— tho— Lake  to  Welland 

Canal  and  inland  -  Tulinoffs 

C  -  Canadian  Shore,  Peace  Bridge  to  Port  Colborne  and  Mud  Lake  -  Axtolls, 

Pratt,  Fisks,  Boococks. 

D  -  Canadian  Shore,  Welland  Canal  to  Rockhouse  Point  -  Ulrichs,  White, 

Cunriskeys,  Lovelace 

E  -  Canadian  Shore,  Rockhouse  Foint,  Dunnvillc,  Feeder  Canal  -  Nathan, 

Braunbern,  Filor,  Schaffher,  Byron 

F  —  Grand  Island,  north  of  Whitehaven  Road  -  M.L.  Enerson,  Windsor,  Graham, 

Vaughans 

G  —  Grand  Island,  south  of  Whitehaven  Road  -  Praenas sings ,  Facklan 
H  -  Delaware  Park,  Forest  Lawn,  Sheridan  Dr.,  Lincoln  Park  -  Wendlings, 

Oggeson. 

I  «*  Genesee  R.  to  Shore  Acres  -  Meade,  Taylor,  Kemnitzers 
J  -  Oak  Orchard  Swamp,  Micron,  Tonawanda  Indian  Res.  -  Brockner. 

K  -  Batavia,  Stafford,  Leroy  &  vicinity  -  Pixley,  Annabels,  Masons,  Buhl 
L  -  Letchworth  Pk.  -  Klabundes  Sc  son  Philip,  Rices. 

M  -  Gainesville  &  vicinity  -  Smith 
N  -  Wells ville  &  vicinity  -  McMurtry, 

0  -  Bone  Run,  Riverside,  Chautauqua  L.,  Randolph  areas  -  Sundells,  Powers, 

Stockton,  Anderson,  Lockwood,  Jurkowski,  Olson,  Bursowicz,  Annis, 
Parker, 

P  -  L.  Erie,  *south  shore,  Tifft  St.  to  Dunkirk  -  Beardslee,  Verrill,  A. Wright 
Q  -  Dunkirk,  Frcdonia,  Cassadaga  L.,  Bear  L.,  W.  Mud  L.  areas  -  Stanleys, 

Schober,  Meierhofer,  Aries,  DeLong,  Joyner,  Snow,  Karadenas. 

R  -  Ko&t  Switch,  Markham  Corners,  W.  Perrysburg  -  Webster. 

S  -  Versailles,  Taylor  Hollow,  &  Shirley  Rd,  -  Thorpe,  Wolfling,  Alnendinger, 

Kivett . 

T  -  Hamburg  &  vicinity  -  Griffins  &  son  David,  Creighton,  Avorys,  Melberg, 

V'ooley 

U  -  E.  Aurora  &  vicinity  -  Knight 
V  -  Chestnut  Ridge  Sc  Orchard  Park  -  Knoxs,  Wild 
V/  -  Wales  Center,  Camp  Aloha  -  A.  Bacon 


SFECIE3  RECORDED 

Common  Loon 

19 

Horned  Grebe 

15 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

23 

Great  Blue  Heron 

112 

Green  Heron 

30 

Black-crowned  Night  Heron 

55 

American  Bittern 

28 

Least  Bittern 

9 

Whistling  Swan 

1  -  I 

Canada  Goose 

9  -  J 

Mallard 

86 

Black  Duck 

39 

Pintail 

1  -  D 

Blue-winged  Teal 

22 

American  Widgeon 

34 

Wood  Duck 

19 

Ring-necked  Duck 

1 

-  C 

Canvas— back 

3 

-  Q 

Greater  Scaup 

2 

-  K 

Lesser  Scaup 

73 

American  Goldon-cye 

26 

Buffle-head 

18 

Old-squaw 

18 

White-winged  Scoter 

66 

Ruddy  Duck 

2 

-  C 

American  Merganser 

2 

-  A 

Red-breasted  Merganser 

240 

Turkey  Vulture 

17 

Sharp-shinned  Hawk 

2 

Coopers  Hawk 

2 

Rod-tailed  Hawk 

19 

Rod-shouldered  Hawk 

13 

Broad-winged  Hawk 

5 

(46) 
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Bald  Eagle 

5 

Marsh  Hawk 

18 

Pigeon  Hawk 

-u 

■  E 

Sparrow  Hawk 

29 

Ruffed  Grouse 

26 

Pheasant 

136 

Virginia  Rail 

12 

Sora 

13 

Florida  Gallinule 

62 

Coot 

20 

Ringed  Plover 

48 

Killdeer 

271 

Black-bclliod  Plover 

5 

#Ruddy  Turnstone 

19 

YJoodcock 

7 

YJilson*s  Snipe 

13 

#Hudsonian  Curlew 

4 

Upland  Sandpiper 

15 

Spotted  Sandpiper 

162 

Solitary  Sandpiper 

9 

Greater  Yellow-legs 

4 

Lessor  Yellow-legs 

10 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

2 

-  Q 

# .  hite-rurpod  Sandpiper 

3 

Least  Sandpiper 

12 

Red-backed  Sandpiper 

45 

Eastern  Dowitcher 

17 

Semipalnated  Sandpiper 

2 

# Sander ling 

30 

-  D 

Herring  Gull 

251 

Ring-billed  Gull 

1284 

Bonaparte* s  Gull 

151 

# Forster* s  Torn 

1 

-  A 

Common  Tom 

1727 

Black  Tern 

181 

Rock  Dove 

332 

Mourning  Dove 

318 

Yellow-billed  Cuckoo 

6 

Black-billed  Cuckoo 

24 

Screech  Owl 

4 

-  E 

Great  Horned  Owl 

6 

Barred  Owl 

1 

-  S 

Long-oared  Owl 

1 

-  E 

Whip-poor-will 

7 

Nighthawk 

7 

Chimney  Swift 

191 

Hummingbird 

7 

Belted  Kingfisher 

52 

Flicker 

155 

Pileatod  Woodpecker 

5 

Red-bellied  YJoodpecker 

1 

-  I 

Red— headed  YJoodpecker 

23 

Y c llow-belliod  Sapsucker 

2 

Hairy  YJoodpecker 

12 

Downy  YJoodpecker 

66 

Kingbird 

108 

^Scissor— tailed  Flycatcher  J. 

-  I 

Crested  Flycatcher 

Phoebe 

122 

*Alder  Flycatcher  7 

Least  Flycatcher  105 

*YJood  Pewee  10 

Prairie  Horned  Lark  92 

Tree  Swallow  564 

Bank  Swallow  779 

Rough-winged  Swallow  249 

Barn  Swallow  548 

Cliff  Swallow  70 

Purple  liar  tin  639 

Blue  Jay  258 

Crow  456 

Black-capped  Chickadee  127 

White-breasted  Nuthatch  36 

Red-breasted  Nuthatch  10 

.  Brown  Creeper  3 

House  YJren  231 

Carolina  YJren  3 

Long-billed  Marsh  YJren  47 

^Short-billed  Marsh  YJren  16 
Catbird  553 

Brown  Thrasher  62 

Robin  2081 

Wood  Thrush  243 

Hermit  Thrush  4 

Olive-backed  Thrush  40 

^■Gray-cheeked  Thrush  1 

Veery  91 

Bluebird  69 

Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher  10 

Ruby-crowned  Kinglet  17 

Pipit  1 

Cedar  YJaxwing  24 

Migrant  Shrike  1 

Starling  1531 

Yellow-throated  Vireo  30 

Solitary  Vireo  30 

Red-eyed  Vireo  78 

^Philadelphia  Vireo  1 

warbling  Vireo  40 

Black  &  YThite  YJarbler  31 

Golden-winged  YJarbler  34 

Bl.ue-winged  YJarbler  46 

#Br ouster1  s  YJarbler  4 

Tennessee  YJarbler  204 

Orange-crowned  Warbler  2 

Nashville  YJarbler  62 

Parula  YJarbler  15 

Yellow  YJarbler  1781 

Magnolia  YJarbler  85 

Cape  May  YJarbler  23 

Black-throated  Blue  YJarbler  11 
Myrtle  YJarbler  154 

Black-throated  Green  YJarblcr71 
Cerulean  YJarbler  20 

Blackburnian  YJarbler  85 

Chestnut-sided  YJarbler  190 

Bay-breasted  YJarbler  14 

Blackpoll  Uarbler  1 
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Pine  Marble r 

2  -  L 

Cardinal 

S4 

Me  stern  Palm  Warbler 

22 

Rose-breasted  Grosbeak 

94 

Ovenbird 

133 

Indigo  Bunting 

74 

N  orthern-Wa ter- thrush 

30 

Evening  Grosbeak 

13 

Louisiana  Mater-thrush 

4 

Purple  Finch 

25 

^Mourning  Warbler 

10 

Pino  Siskin 

3 

Common  Yollowthroat 

IBS 

Goldfinch 

1618 

Hooded  Warbler 

35 

Eastern  Towhee 

104 

Black-cappod  V.arbler 

2 

Savannah  Sparrow 

165 

Canada  Warbler 

33 

Grasshopper  Sparrow 

24 

Redstart 

329 

Hons low :s  Sparrow 

43 

House  Sparrow 

646 

Vesper  Sparrow 

56 

Bobolink 

354 

Slate-colcred  Junco 

8 

Eastern  Meadowlark 

356 

Chipping  Sparrow 

394 

Red-winged  Blackbird 

2651 

Field  Sparrow 

150 

Orchard  Oriole 

8 

Yvhite-crowned  Sparrow 

248 

Baltimore  Oriole 

510 

White- throated  Sparrow 

122 

Rusty  Blackbird 

3 

Fox  Sparrow 

1 

Grackle 

1051 

Lincoln* s  Sparrow 

5 

Cowbird 

500 

Swamp  Sparrow 

74 

Scarlet  Tanager 

56 

Song  Sparrow 

1196 

192  Species  reported  to  dote 
1  Hybrid 
30,259  Individuals 

The  1952  Spring  YJarbler  Census  amassed  one  of  the  greatest  numbers  of  species 
ever  recorded  in  one  day  in  Western  Now  York  and  the  adjacent  Niagara  peninsula.  To 
date  the  Statisticians  have  accepted  records  of  192  species  and  one  hybrid.  In 
View  of  the  high  number  of  species,  surprisingly  few  parties  had  big  lists  or  out¬ 
standing  numbers'.  Nearly  every  party  contributed  something  different  to  the  census. 

The  weather  was  ideal  with  plenty  of  sunshine  and  little  wind.  The  morning  was 
comfortable  and  tho  temperature  rose  steadily  throughout  the  day. 

Twenty-nine  species  of  warblers  and  one  hybrid  (Brewsters)  were  checked  in 
during  the  day.  The  most  abundant  warbler  was  the  Yellow.  The  shorebird  movement 
was  good  and  added  healthily  to  tho  grand  total.  Rochester  observers  (west  cf  the 
Genesee  River )  reported  the  most  unusual  record,  a  Scissor-tailed  Flycatcher. 

Pins ton  Wn.  Brockner,  Leader 


A  V.’OOBED  PRESERVE 


Of  tho  mapy  places  where  I  have  observed  wildlife  the  one  that  stands  most 
vividly  in  my  mind  is  a  tract  of  land  that  extends  along  Lake  Superior  for  about 
throe  nile3  and  inland  from  the  lake  for  two  miles.  This  area  is  seven  miles 
northeast  of  Two  Harbors,  Minnesota,  It  is  privately  cwnod  by  an  association  of 
Twin  Cities  people  and  is  believed  to  be  the  last  tract  of  virgin  timber,  mostly 
pines  and  birch,  left  in  the  state.  I  have  never  been  there  in  winter,  but  many 
tines  from  April  through  October. 

Off  the  shore  in  Lake  Superior  Red-breasted  Mergansers  swim  in  early  summer 
with  their  broods.  Often  Loons  are  heard  sending  their  quavering  notes  across  the 
water.  Herring  Gulls  nest  along  the  rockier  parts  of  the  shore.  Spotted  Sandpipers 
and  often  Grows  are  seen  on  the  sandy  beach  near  the  mouth  of  the  river  that  flows 
through  tho  wooded  plot. 
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Proceeding  up  this  river  one  sees  Kingfishers  perched  on  pine  boughs  end  Greet 
Blue  Herons  stalking  the  pools  of  the  river  for  a  chance  at  one  of  the  suckers  or 
trout  that  abound  there.  Under  the  eaves  of  the  few  cabins  in  the  area  Phoebes  nest 
and  once  a  House  Wren  nested  in  a  coconut— houso  nailed  up  under  one  of  the  eaves. 

In  the  meadow  by  the  beaver  dan  on  another  stream  I  have  often  flushed  a  Ruffed 
Grouse  fanily.  Crested  Flycatchers,  ^‘ood  Pewecs ,  and  Cedar  Waxwings  are  seen 
dashing  out  from  the  dead  limbs  of  the  trees  standing  in  the  beaver  pond. 

However,  it  is  in  the  pine  woods  that  most  of  the  birds  are  found.  Myrtle, 
Black— throated  Green,  and  Black— burian  Warblers  ne&t.  Other  Warblers  such  as  the 
Black  and  White,  Chestnut— sided.  Northern  Yellow— throat ,  Oven-bird,  and  Redstart 
are  common  most  of  the  summer.  The  Chipping  and.  Seng  Sparrow  are  seen  with  young, 
and  a  Robin  was  on  her  nest  as  late  as  the  end  of  July.  A  Meadowlark  occurred  once. 
Commonly  during  the  summer  Pileated,  Downy,  and  Hairy  Woodpecker,  Flicker,  Raven, 
Block-capped  Chickadee,  Red-breasted  Nuthatch,  Blue  Jay,  Goldfinch,  Red-eyed  Vireo, 
and  White-throated  Sparrow  are  heard  or  seen.  Several  years  ago  Chucker  Partridge 
were  planted,  but  within  five  years  they  died  out. 

Deer  are  seen  quite  often,  and  bears  now  and  then.  Woodchucks  ha'ge  their  holes, 
and  Red  Squirrels  and  Porcupines  frequent  the  pine  trees. 

Probably  the  most  interesting  event  that  I  have  witnessed  in  the  region 
occurred  in  September  1947.  The  day  before  we  were  to  go  back  home  we  noticed  about 
twenty  hawks,  some  Red-tailed  and  Cooper's  but  mostly  Sparrow,  in  the  tree-tops. 

The  next  day  wo  had  no  more  than  driven  onto  the  Highway,  when  we  noticed  the 
electric  wires  were  covered  for  a  distance  of  several  hundred  yards  with  Sparrow 
Hawks ,  There  must  have  been  over  a  thousand  -  they  wore  perched  on  wires,  they  were 
flying  over  the  fields,  and  some  lay  dead  in  the  road.  These  hawks  migrate  down  the 
lake  shore  until  they  reach  the  Duluth  heights,  and  then  they  fly  east  across 
Wisconsin  finally  turning  southward. 

This  area  with  all  its  wildlife  shows  what  a  group  of  private  citizens  can  do 
to  preserve  America* s  natural  resources  and  beauty. 


John  T.  Pratt 


NEW  MEMBERS 


John  Edward  Bacon,  74  Taylor  Road,  Hamburg,  New  York 
Mrs.  Nathaniel  Gorham,  S.  Freeman  Road,  Orchard  Park,  New  York 
Dr.  &  Mrs.  David  Greene,  88  Ashland  Avenue,  Buffalo  22,  New  York 
Miss  Annette  A.  Moore,  314  Bedford  Avenue,  Buffalo  15,  Nov/  York 
Frederick  B.  Vanderbles,  362  N.  Harlem  Road,  Snyder  21,  New  York 


BOOKS 

William  Almendinger  presented  the  Fred.  Hazelton  library  with  a  set  of  Birds 
of  the  World  by  James  Lee  Feters, 

REGULAR  MEETING  -  May  14th. 

The  Panel  Discussion  on  Sengs  of  Common  Warblers,  led  by  Dr,  Harold  Axtcll  and 
Mr.  Bernard  Nathan  was  very  interesting,  informative,  and  enjoyable. 

REGULAR  MEETING  -  May  28th  -  President  Winston  V.  Brockner  reported  on  the  Spring 
Census.  Mrs.  Edward  C.  Ulrich  gave  an  excellent  report  of  the  meeting  of  the 
New  York  State  Federation  of  Bird  Clubs  at  Schnectady. 

May  17  -  Breakfast  in  Delaware  Park  was  enjoyed  by  many  and  netted  the  Sanctuary 
Fund  $25.00.  .  (49) 
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TAYLOR  HOLLO'.:  FIELD  TRIP  -  llkY  11,  1952 

Twelve  members  and  friends  made  the  trip  to  Taylor  Hollow.  Our  first  stops 
were  at  Hamburg  feeding  stations  so  that  some  observers  could  add  Evening  Grosbeaks 
to  their  life  lists.  One  of  the  birds  observed  had  a  red  band  above  an  aluminum 
band  on  the  left  leg  proving  that  he  had  visited  another  banding  station  during  his 
life. 


Mrs.  Mo lb erg1 s  knowledge  of  bird  songs  was  extremely  helpful  in  identifying 
many  species.  Among  twenty  species  of  warblers  observed  were  a  Parula  warbler  and 
a  Cerulean  Uarbler  -  both  very  close  and  both  singing  constantly.  Some  of  the  other 
interesting  sights  were  a  Ruffed  Grouse,  Blue-gray  Gnatcatchers  building  a  nest,  a 
red-orange  Scarlet  Tanager,  a  female  Bobolink  with  a  singing  male,  and  a  Black¬ 
billed  Cuckoo  at  such  close  range  that  we  saw  the  red  eye  ring. 

Mrs.  John  Bacon,  Leader 


FIELD  TRIPS 


Friday  -  Saturday  -  Sunday,  July  4-5-6  -  Algonquin  Park.  Leaders  Bernard  Nathan 

Sunday,  July  13th  -  Shore  Bird  Trip  -  Best  in  the  Area.  Leaders  Elizabeth  Faul 

(PA, 9365),  Meet  at  7:00  A.M,  on  Delaware  Ave,  at  North  St, 

Saturday.  July  19th  -  Picnic  in  Chestnut  Ridge  Park  -  Chairman s  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Edwqrd 

F.  Curmiskey.  Bring  your  family  and  friends *  Meet  at  the 
Casino  for  a  hike  at  2:30  P.M,  and  picnic  at  5:30  P.M.  Make 
reservations  by  July  17  with  Eugenia  Fraenassing  (VI.  3289) , 
87  Linden  Avenue,  Buffalo  14,  N.Y.  -  $1,00  for  the  benefit 
of  the  Sanctuary  Fund. 

Sunday,  July  27  -  Canadian  Shore  cf  Lake  Erie.  Leader:  Hart  Kivett  (RE.  2198). 

Meet  at  7:30  A.M.  at  the  Peace  Bridge, 

Sunday,  August  17  -  Shore  Acres.  Leader:  Jennie  Graham  (VI,  3520).  Meet  at 

7:00  A.M.  at  the  University  Plaza,  Main  Street  at  City  Line. 

Sunday.  August  24th  -  Shore  Bird  Count.  Leader:  Arthur  Schaffner  (EL.  9666). 

Contact  leader  if  you  will  participate 


PATRIOTIC  NOTE 

The  New  Yorker  calls  our  attention  to  the  identification  card  at  the  cage  of 
the  Bald  Eagle  in  the  Buffalo  Zoo.  It  says: 

BALD  EAGLE  -  Heliaectus  leucocophalus 
Range:  The  whole  of  North  America 

This  eagle  never  fishes  for  himself  as  long  as  he  can  rob  the  more  skillful  and 
industrious  fish  hawk.  The  Bald  Eagle  is  our  national  emglen. 


John  Jamea  Audubon  banded  a  y^ung  phoebe  with  a  silver  thread  to  learn  whether 
the  bird  would  come  back  another  spring  to  tho  caves  beside  the  Perkionen.  Two 

years  later  he  again  saw  the  bird  with  the  silver  thread.  Audubon  by 

Constance  Rourke, 


Please  mail  your  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  third  day  of  tho 
following  month  to  Mrs.  H.  H.  Axtell,  301  Rest  Utica  St.,  Buffalo  22,  N.Y. 

EDITOR:  Ray  McCann,  799  Fotomac  Avenue,  Buffalo  9,  New  York  (EL.  6169 
TREASURER:  Elizabeth  Faul,  154  woodward  Ave.,  Buffalo  14,  New  York  (oA.  93o5 ) 

(50) 
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Published  Monthly  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society 

Buffalo ,  New  York 


THE  MONTH 

June  poured  record-cracking  heat  on  the  country,  and  western  New  York  sizzled 
along  with  everyone  else.  In  fact,  the  first  2  weeks  were  the  driest  on  record 
and  local  water  shortages  developed  in  some  sections  on  the  loth  when  a  new  heat 
record  of  89°  was  established.  A  few  thunderstorms  occurred,  mostly  north  of 
Buffalo  -  but  no  measurable  rain  was  recorded  « . ,  the  first  time  since  records  have 
been  kept  that  there  has  been  no  measurable  rain  during  the  first  2  weeks  of  June. 
Locally  severe  thunderstorms  cooled  things  off  a  bit  on  June  26  and  June  29.  And 
Just  to  add  variety,  large  hailstones,  some  1-J-’'  in  diameter,  fell  in  a  7  minute 
period  on  the  27th  at  the  Buffalo  Airport,  All  in  all  temperatures,  tempers  and  the 
humidity  wore  abnormally  high  most  of  the  month. 

Robert  L.  Mansfield 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


F  -  indicates  first  report  of  the  season 
L  -  «  last  «  •  n  «  " 
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Ruddy  Duck 
Hooded  Merganser 

Broad-wing.  Hawk 
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Osprey 
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Least  Sandpiper 
Dead,  teller 
Herring  Gull 
Ring-b.  Gull 
Common  Tcm 
Barred  Owl 
Cliff  Swallow 


Short-b.  Marsh  Wren 
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2  Frcwsburg  Sundcll  et  al 

1  Kent  Switch  Mitchell  ot  al 
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Red-eyed  Viroo  Kay 

Prothonotary  Warbler  Juno 

it 

Golden-w,  Warbler  May 

Mourning  Warbler  " 

Parula  Warbler  June 

La.  Waterthrush  " 
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Taylor  Hollow 
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Oak  Orchard 
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Wyoming  Glon 

11 

1 

Alden 

15 

2 

Janes  town 

Bacon  ct  al  (HOS  Trip) 
Nathan,  Schaffner, 
Emerson 
Anderson  et  al 

Bacon  et  al  (BOS  Trip) 
rt  tt  n  it 

Mitchell  et  al  (Aud. 

Trip) 

Knight  et  al  (Aud. Trip) 
Wolf ling 
Jurkowski  et  al 


Species  Previously  Recorded  in  1952  .  243 

Not?  Species  for  June  - 

Total  to  date  243 


THE  AMERICAN  BRaNT  -  A  PROBLEM  IN  CONSERVATION 

The  American  Brant  (Branta  bernicla),  a  snail-sized  goose,  has  been  the  object 
of  much  concern  to  conservationists  and  sportsmen  in  the  past  years.  Familiar  to 
many  people  along  the  Atlantic  coast  from  Massachusetts  to  North  Carolina  are  the 
small  compact  flocks  which  spend  the  winter  there.  From  early  September  until 
early  May  they  may  be  found  feeding  and  wintering  in  the  brackish  water  bays. 

The  breeding  grounds  of  the  Brant  are  on  arctic  islands  approximately  north  of 
latitude  seventy- four  degrees,  and  on  the  west  coast  of  Greenland.  They  migrate 
principally  along  the  Atlantic  coast  and  according  to  Peterson  (1947)  are  only 
" casual  inland".  However,  their  occurrence  in  inland  areas  is  becoming  much  more 
common  than  formerly.  Only  this  past  autumn  several  flocks  of  over  a  hundred  birds 
were  seen  at  the  south  end  of  Seneca  Lake  and  at  Montezuma  National  Wildlife  Refuge. 

From  the  time  the  first  settlers  landed  on  American  soil  until  the  present  time, 
the  numbers  of  American  Brant  have  been  generally  decreasing,  Thero  have  been  tines 
when  they  seemed  to  be  holding  their  own,  but  most  everyone  will  agree  that  their 
abundance  today  is  nowhere  near  that  of  their  abundance  one-hundred  and  fifty  years 

ago.  The  reasons  for  this  sharp  decrease  are  known  and  conservationists  have  been 

•  trying  to  remedy  the  situation  for  many  years.  There  are  two  major  reasons  for  this 
decrease. „  One,  over-hunting,  which  has  been  going  on  for  over  a  hundred  years,  and 
the  other,  the  most  recent  cause,  is  the  mass  dissappearance  of  their  principle 
foodstuff,  eel-grass,  from  their  wintering  grounds  along  the  Atlantic  Coast. 

The  Brant  was  formerly  the  most  abundant  of  all  sea-fowl.  Early  writers  up 
until  about  1845  tell  of  how  *nyriads*  of  Brant  used  to  *  swarm1  along  the  coast  in 
every  little  bay  and  estuary.  They  are  mentioned  as  being  common  *  every-day*  sights 
and  very  abundant.  Beginning  with  Prime *s  History  of  Long  Island  (1845),  there  is 
evidence  that  the  numbers  of  American  Brant  were  beginning  to  decrease..  From  about 
that  time  on,  every  writer  mentions  the  sharp  decrease  in  Brant  populations. 

Fcrbush  (1916)  states  that  "in  1907  the  American  Brant  was  holding  its  own."  There¬ 

fore  to  our  knowledge,  there  was  a  sharp  decrease  in  Brant  from  about  1845  until 

1905 1 


rpv-,0  degree  to  which  Brant  were  hunted  is  responsible  ^or  this  oharp  decrease 
between  1845  and  1905.  Brant  were  a  table  delicacy,  in  fact  they  still  are.  As  a 
result  they  were  very  much  desired  and  hunters  used  to  kill  tacm  "en  masse* , 
Hunters  were  allowed  to  bag  then  during  both  spring  and  fill  and  sometimes  they 
returned  from  a  days  hunt  with  over  two— hundred  birds. 


Because  Brant  have  a  characteristic  way  of  flying 
sufficient  to  down  as  many  as  a  dezon  birds.  There  is 
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*  tight  flocks*  one  shot  is 
account  of  forty-four 
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birds  being  killed  by  cne  shot.  In  the  south  people  hunted  Brent  et  night  by  *  Jack- 
light*  reaping  in  hundreds  in  a  single  night.  However,  this  practice  was  nado 
illegal  by  the  early  1870* s,  Brant  have  a.  fondness  for  sand.  They  must  eat  large 
quantities  in  order  to  digest  their  food  properly.  Therefore,  they  offer  perfect 
targets  to  hunters  when  they  alight  on  the  sand  beaches  in  flocks.  Brant  are  also 
very  easily  attracted  to  decoys.  Thus,  one  can  readily  see  how  hunters  wore  able 
to  kill  such  large  numbers  of  birds. 

During  the  years  from  1905  until  around  1930  tho  American  Brant  continued  to 
hold  its  own  quite  well.  This  was  due  to  seme  federal  protection,  mainly  to  the 
fact  that  spring  shooting  was  prohibited.  Another  important  factor  was  that  the 
weather  conditions  on  the  breeding  grounds  were  generally  favorable  during  this 
period  and  a  good  percentage  of  the  young  reached  maturity.  Thus  the  annual 
hunting  take  was  well  within  the  normal  increase. 

In  1931  and  1932  tho  *big  blow*  to  all  existing  Brant  populations  came.  The 
sudden  dissappearance  of  ninety-nine  percent  of  all  existing  beds  of  eel-grass 
within  three  years  is  the  most  outstanding  biological  phenonona  of  modern  tines.  In 
places  whore  it  formerly  grew  in  abundance,  no  traces  of  it  could  be  found.  It  was 
gone  *  Was  tho  American  Brant  to  follow  tho  famous  Passengor  Pigeon  into  extinction? 

Brant  feed  by  moonlight  by  lowering  their  heads  into  the  water  and  tearing  up 
a  quantity  of  the  plant,  some  of  which  they  do  not  need  at  the  moment,  V/hen  the 
tide  takes  the  plants  out  of  reach,  the  Brant  feed  on  the  excess  which  is  floating 
at  the  surface.  Stomach  analyses  of  the  American  Brant  show  that  over  eighty  per¬ 
cent  of  its  diet  is  eel-grass.  This  is  one  of  the  few  cases  of  such  complete 
dependence  on  any  one  food  among  tho  vertebrate  fauna  of  the  world.  When  eel-grass, 
which  was  totally  wiped  out  by  1933,  disappeared,  great  numbers  of  Brant  died  from 
starvation.  It  has  been  estimated  that  during  1931  and  1932  eighty  per-cent  of 
the  total  population  of  American  Brant  had  been  wiped  out.  In  birds,  which  were 
dissected  by  the  Biological  Survey,  tho  stomach  muscles  were  thin,  stringy  strips  of 
flesh  instead  of  being  plump  and  heavy,  and  the  crops,  stomachs,  and  intestines  were 
completely  empty. 

The  purpose  of  this  paper  is  to  deal  with  tho  American  Brant,  but  it  should  be 
mentioned  here  briefly  that  eel-grass  disappeared  at  tho  sane  time  along  the  coasts 
of  France,  Denmark,  and  the  British  Isles.  The  Black  Brent  (Branta  bernicla 
nigricans)  populations  along  the  Pacific  coast  of  North  America  were  affected  only 
slightly  by  the  disappearance  of  ecl-grass.  The  decrease  in  Black  Brant  numbers 
was  not  serious  because  the  eel-grass  staged  an  immediate  comeback  on  the  West 
Coast.  Thus  tho  Black  Brant  populations  were  safe. 


Just  what  has  caused  this  sudden  disappearance  of  ecl-grass  is  something  which 
is  baffling  biologists  constantly.  A  variety  of  theories  have  been  attributed  to 
the  cause.  Theories  such  as  winter  killing  by  ice,  high  temperatures,  destruction 
by  waves  and  storr:3,  destruction  by  competing  plants,  excessive  commercial  harves¬ 
ting,  and  destruction  by  pollution  have  all  been  considered,  but  have  all  been 
disregarded  because  not  a  single  one  of  these  factors  can  account  for  the  disappear¬ 
ance  in  such  a  widespread  area.  At  present  their  are  two  factors  which  seem  l-o  be 
direct  causes.  It  has  been  suspected  that  the  growth  of  a  fungus,  Labrynthula,  has 
always  boon  present  on  the  leaves  and  that  a  deficiency  of  sunshine  in  1931  ana  1932 
checked  the  vigour  of  the  plants  and  as  a  result  the  parasite  got  hold  and  did  a 
lot  of  damage.  The  other  cause  may  be  a  change  in  the  substratum.  It  is  common 
sense  to  believe  that  plants  and  animals  cannot  live  in  sand  and  mud  that  is  being 
constantly  shifted  about  from  place  to  place.  Both  these  reasons  have  many  ’loop¬ 
holes*  in  them  and  much  more  research  must  be  done  in  order  to  prove  their  validity. 

In  trying  to  remedy  the  situation,  men  on  the  staff  of  tho  Biological  Survey 
and  of  the  more  recent  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service,  dumped  boatloads  of  eel— grass 
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overboar.,  an..  mar. e  holes  in  the  sand  for  it  to  £?row.  The  plants  thrived  for  a  while 
anc.  then  ie-  .  However,  at  the  present  tine  eel-grass  is  staging  a  comeback  I 
Nature  has  helped,  and  it  is  growing  luxuriantly  in  many  parts  of  its  former  range, 
xt  iias  nc  t  sprout-  to  some  places  yet,  but  it  is  felt  that  the  plant  will  regain  its 
place  in  the  ecology  of  the  Atlantic  coast  soon. 


Realizing  that  the  numbers  cf  American  Brant  were  at  an  all  tine  low  in  the 
c.-rj.y  a.930s  s,  the  federal  government  gave  the  bird  complete  protection  under  the 
Migratory  Birr.  Treaty  r^ct  regulations  for  1933  and  1934*  However,  in  1935,  a  short 
open  season  was  permitted  as  they  appeared  to  bo  gaining  their  normal  numerical 
status.  Again  in  1936  they  were  placed  back  on  the  protected  list  and  remained  as 
such  until  194^*  Proi.i  1942  until  194*7  goose  hunters  were  allowed  a  daily  bag  limit 
of  two  birds.  In  1948,  1949,  and  1950  American  Brant  were  again  olaced  on  the  pro¬ 
tected  list. 


Now,  in  1952,  we  are  not  sure  that  Brant  or  eel—  *rass  will  have  a  complete 
comeback.  Conditions  nay  arise  that  might  cause  eel-grass  to  die  out  and  Brant 
populations  to  decrease  drastically  once  more.  The  American  Brant  is  slowly 
learning  to  eat  other  fresh  and  salt-water  foods,  but  it  usually  goes  back  to  eel- 
grass  if  it  is  available.  Therefore,  the  American  Brant  should  be  given  complete 
protection  until  eel-grass  grows  profusely  in  many  areas  and  Brant  fully  adapt 
themselves  to  subsist  on  other  foods  also. 


From  a  paper  submitted  to  the  Department  rf  Conservation, 
Cornell  University. 


Richard  C.  Rosche 


DRAMATIC  GUATEMALA 
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My  hopes  had  been  high  in  planning  our  Guatemala  trip  of  seeing  the  Quetzal, 
that  supremely  beautiful  bird  which  furnishes  the  unit  of  exchange  and  which  is  the 
National  Bird  of  Freedom.  Since  it  would  not  live  in  captivity,  it  was  chosen  as 
the  Guatemalan  emblem.  The  nearest  we  got  to  seeing  it  was  a  splendidly  mounted 
specimen  in  a  large  symbol  of  the  National  Seal  in  the  Presidents  Palace.  Of 
brilliant  green  with  immensely  long  tail  feathers,  it  has  a  green  crest  and  under¬ 
parts  of  crimson.  Truly  a  royal  bird  1  We  included  in  our  itinerary  Quezaltenango 
(Place  of  The  Quetzal).  Although  we  enjoyed  that  quaint  village,  there  seemed  to 
be  no  possible  way  of  fin  ling  the  now  extremely  rare  bird  in  its  deep  forest  haunts. 

But  that  failure  did  not  deter  us  from  thoroughly  enjoying  our  sojourn.  For 
a  tine  I  was  deeply  disappointed  at  the  few  birds  I  saw  -  aside  from  the  Great- 
tailed  Grackle  and  Black  Vulture,  but  gradually  I  found  I  was  building  up  quite  a 
list.  We  spent  most  of  our  time  in  the  Highlands,  where  it  is  Eternal  Spring,  Our 
first  stop-ovor  after  leaving  Guatemala  City  was  Chichicastenango.  In  the  early 
morning  wo  took  a  walk  to  the  little  cemetery  which  wo  could  see  in  the  distance  on 
a  hill,  and  enroute  saw  an  Eastern  Bluebird,  fit  symbol  of  this  springtime. 

Collared  Seed-eaters  also  were  seen. 

It  wqs  at  Quezaltenango  that  I  heard  a  Whip-poor-will  sing  during  tho  night. 

A  visit  to  tho  hotel  roof  in  the  early  morning  brought  me  many  Collared  Seed- 
eaters,  StollerTs  Jays  and  Brown-throated  Wrens.  This  little  wren  is  tho  tropical 
equivalent  cf  our  House  Wren, 

From  there  we  had  driven  to  Lake  Atitlan,  one  of  tho  most  beautiful  lakes  in 
the  world,  surrounded  by  ton  to  twelve  thousand  foot  high  volcanoes.  Our  hotel 
ro  n  hung  right  over  the  water  and  for  some  time  I  was  exasperated  by  hearing  a  _ 
wren  singing  but  never  was  able  to  see  it.  Finally  I  located  it  in  a  shrub  sc  close 
to  our  window  that  I  could  not  see  it  l  Again  it  was  tho  Brown-throated  Wren.  In 
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the  shrubbery  near  the  hotel  were  many  Lark  Sparrows  and  several  Kiskadoe  or  Derby 
Flycatchers*  Frcn  the  hotel  window  I  could  see  a  few  water  birds,  one  of  which 
proved  to  bo  tie  Cabani*s  Ti ?er  Bittern,  a  snaky  looking  bird  which  perched  notion¬ 
less  for  long  intervals  on  a  stunp  in  the  water.  Buffleheads  and  Eared  Grebes  were 
seen  in  the  distance. 

In  the  afternoon  my  friend  and  I  took  a  delightful  walk.  The  Hotel  Tzanjuyu  is 
so  situated  that  one  can  not  walk  along  the  lake  shore  but  nust  clinb  the  hill 
behind  the  hotel  to  a  road  which  leads  down  to  the  lake.  Down  this  we  went  through 
coffee  fincas  or  plantations  to  the  shore  of  the  lake,  which  wc  followed  for  a  con¬ 
siderable  distance.  I  had  been  hearing  what  I  thought  should  be  a  Jose  Maria  bird, 
and  sure  enough,  I  located  it  -  the  Greater  Pewee,  Then  a  Wilson* s  Warbler  was 
identified,  as  well  as  a  Lawrence  Warbler.  Along  the  water* s  edge  Green  Kingfishers 
were  plentiful.  Black-Gapped  Swallows  skinned  the  waters,  A  Falcon  was  sighted, 
and  after  sene  chasing  it  was  identified  as  the  Aplonado. 

Half  a  day  was  speht  on  a  launch  trip  on  the  lake.  On  this  ride  rafts  of  Coots 
were  seen,  some  Eared  Grebes,  Mexican  Jays  and  several  unidentified  gulls  and  terns. 
About  noon  each  dajr  the  lake  kicks  up  quite  a  "sea"  and  it  was  for  that  reason  that 
I  could  not  focus  sufficiently  well  to  identify  the  gulls  and  terns. 

Our  pleasant  stay  at  the  lake  ended,  we  returned  to  the  capital  where  we  re¬ 
packed,  and  we  flew  north  to  Coban  for  a  four  day  jungle  experience.  Here  we  took 
quite  a  long  walk  outside  the  little  town  through  the  coffee  fincas,  looking 
primarily  for  birds,  but  interested  in  all  we  saw.  We  pondered  considerably  about 
an  extremely  bad  odor  but  finally  discovered  it  was  the  rotting  hulls  of  the  coffee 
beans  which  are  placed  beneath  the  coffee  trees  as  fertilizer.  On  this  walk  we  saw 
the  Olive-backed  Kingbird  and  Brown  Jay.  Later  we  located  the  Cathedral  of 
El  Calvario  and  climbed  the  124  steps  to  the  summit  of  its  hill.  Enroute  we  were 
halted  by  a  descending  procession  preceded  by  drum-beaters  and  flute-players. 
Purple-robed  priests  carried  a  litter  bearing  the  figure  of  Christ  carrying  the  Cross 
the  figure  being  cf  Indian  physiognomy  and  color.  After  visiting  the  church  we 
emerged  to  find  a  flock  of  the  wonderful  white-collared  or  Cloud  Swifts  circling 
about. 


Next  morning  we  were  in  front  of  our  Inn,  the  Monja  Blanca  cr  White  Orchid,  at 
5:30,  and  were  picked  up  by  a  native  bus  loaded  to  the  bursting  point.  On  this 
jungle  part  cf  the  trip  we  encountered  no  English-speaking  people  nor  had  we  a  guide, 
but  everyone  was  nice  to  us  and  we  enjoyed  the  experience.  The  route  lay  over  a 
narrow,  winding  mountain  road  which  finally  ended  at  Pancajche,  at  the  beginning 
(or  end?)  of  a  little,  narrow-gauge,  wood-burning  rail  line.  Seating  ourselves  on 
the  edge  of  the  station  platform,  dangling  our  feet  over  the  edge,  we  ate  our  lunch 
and  absorbed  atmosphere  (and  how  L ) •  A  snail  stream  flowed  beyond  the  tracks  and  in 
the  trees  bordering  the  stream,  strange  birds  flew  in  and  out.  The  Mexican 
Caciques,  big  black  and  gold  fellows,  and  Magpie  Jays  I  was  able  to  identify,  but 
there  were  many  individuals  of  another  kind  that  I  have  not  been  able  to  place.  A 
brownish-streaked  bird  with  a  central  band  of  chestnut  down  the  back,  a  chestnut 
tail,  and  a  yellow-streaked  breast  shouted  at  us  "Drink  your  beer  P*  -  the  only 
English  we  heard  spoken  on  the  trip  J 


Finally  the  little  train  ambled  up  and  we  boarded  it  for  a  long  afternoon  ride 
through  dense  jungle  to  Panzcs,  whore  we  were  to  be  acconmodc.tod  nt  the  railroad, 
guest  house .  Built  like  a  bare  barn,  it  had  a  screened  veranda  off  which  were  tiny 
cell-like  rooms.  Ours  proved  to  be  furnished  with  a  home-made  table  and  two  home¬ 
made  c  ts  -  simply  made  of  canvas  stretched  over  a  wooden  frame  covered  by  two 
sleazy  sheets  and  a  thin  little  pillow  (as  it  was  hot,  this  was  sufficient  bedoing). 
No  lights  no  mirror,  no  conveniences  of  any  kind  could  we  find.  Hefore  it  became 
too  dark  we  decided  to  walk  down  to  see  if  we  could  find  the  boat  which  we  were  to 
take  the  following  day.  In  doing  so  we  saw  Groove-Billed  Anis,  Masked  Tityras  and 

Arihin -as  brin-in~  t<  a  close  an  adventurous  two  days  in  the  jungles. 

Anhin^s,  Drin:jinlv  u  ~  Mildred  E.  Baker 
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REGULAR  MEETING 


JUNE  11,  1952 


I.ir,  Robert  Andrlo  gave  an  interesting  account  of  his  trip  to  Mexico  with 
Mr.  A.  J.  bright  II.  Mr.  Wright  shewed  colored  slides  of  the  birds  seen  on  the  trip 

CANADIAN  SHORE  OF  LAKE  ERIE  —  Curlew  Trip  —  JUNE  1 

The  Curlew  Trip  did  not  produce  any  Curlews.  The  water  was  very  high  all  along 
the  share.  The  day  was  cloudy  with  occasional  showers,  Josephine  Windsor,  Frank 
Witebsky  and  I  nade  up  the  party.  We  saw  fifty-six  species,  none  in  great  numbers. 

A  pair  of  Mourning  Warblers  were  seen  in  the  Abino  Hills  Road.  The  female  was 
following  the  male  about.  We  think  they  wore  looking  for  a  spot  for  their  nest.  On 
Point  Abino  at  the  end  of  the  road  wo  watched  a  female  Indigo  Bunting  build  the  nest 
while  the  male  sang. 

Mary  Louise  Emerson,  Leader 


FREVTSDERG  AND  RIVERSIDE  MARSH  -  JUNE  15 

(Dn  the  trip  to  Frcwsberg  and  vicinity,  June  15,  ten  Buffalo  members  of  the 
B.O.S,  joined  forces  with  the  Jamestown  members  and  thoir  guests.  Eighty- five 
species  were  observed,  including  Brewster1 s,  Blue-winged,  Golden-winged  and 
Prothonetary  Warblers. 

probably  the  most  unusual  experience  for  the  day  was  had  by  Arthur  Schaffner, 
who,  equipped  with  hip  boots,  waded  into  the  Riverside  Marsh  and  found  the  Protho- 
notary  Warbler1  s  nest  with  three  eggs.  The  nest  was  situated  in  a  hole  in  a  dead 

tree. 


The  strenuous  birding  was  made  very  enjoyable  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Sundellfs  serving 
breakfast  at  their  hone  in  Frowsberg,  and  again  when  a  picnic  lunch  was  enjoyed  on 
the  cool  lawn  at  Danny  Anderson1  s  home  overlooking  Lake  Chautauqua. 

Elizgbeth  H.  Faul 

#Note  -  This  is  the  second  definite  breeding  colony  of  the  Protgronotary  Warbler  in 
our  area,  -  Bernard  Nathan 


GULL  ISLAND  TRIP  -  June  22 

With  only  a  few  reservations  made,  thirty  people  turned  up  for  the  joint 
Buffalo  Audubon  Society  and  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  field  trip  to  Gull  Island 
As  usual  the  trip  was  made  with  Stanley  Franklin.  The  day  was  overcast  and  was  a 
great  disappointment  to  the  photographers ,  but  the  water  was  calm  and  the  wind  15 
to  13  mph.  This  year  the  high  water  has  reduced  the  size  of  the  island  considerably 
The  week  before  our  trip  the  high  water  had  cut  off  the  lighthouse. 

The  greatest  change  noted  was  in  the  tremendous  increase  in  the  number  of  Ring¬ 
billed  Gulls  and  the  very  small  number  of  Common  Terns  that  are  now  using  the  island 
as  a  nesting  site.  The  stony  ridge  in  front  of  the  lighthouse  which  used  to  be 
occupied  by  the  Terns  is  now  almost  entirely  taken  over  by  the  Ring-billed  Gulls. 
Estimates  for  Terns  ran  about  500  and  for  Ring— billed.  Gulls  about  2000  -  but  not  all 
nesting.  There  wore  still  very  few  Herring  Gulls  nesting j  estimates  were  about  20, 
No  shorebirds  were  seen.  Land  birds  included  Red— winged  Blackbirds,  Starlings , 

Song  Sparrows,  and  Bank  Swallows. 

After  returning  to  Port  Maitland  wo  sailed  up  the  Grand  River  to  Dunnville. 
Along  the  river  wc  saw  a  Ruddy  Duck,  Blue—1 winged  Teal,  a  Short— billed  Marsh  Wren, 

Black  'T’e^ns,  Great  Blue  Herons,  and  Green  Herons.  Robert  C.  Hermes  & 

9  (56)  Violet  E.  Hermes,  Leaders 
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COOK  FOREST  TRIP 


June  23,  29 


There  is  possibly  no  other  place  within  hundreds  of  miles  of  Buffalo  where  one 
can  see  such  a  virgin  white  pine  and  hemlock  forest  as  we  visited  this  memorable 
weekend .  Seventeen  Buffalo  "Birders"  wandered  through  the  forest  trails,  often 
stopping  to  observe  the  rich  bird  and  plant  life.  Songs  of  the  Wood  Thrush,  Olive  - 
backed  Thrush  and  Voery  were  heard,  as  well  as  Winter  Wren,  Red-breasted  Nuthatch, 
and  a  number  of  Warblers,  including  Canada,  Magnolia,  Black-throated  Blue,  Black- 
throated  Green,  Blackburnian,  and  Redstart,  and  a  family  of  Black  and  White 
Warblers  was  seen  near  the  Inn,  At  dusk,  and  again  at  daybreak,  the  Whip-poor-will 
wns  hoard. 

The  entire  Cook  Forest  Lodge  was  set  aside  for  the  usee  of  our  Buffalo  group, 
while  excellent  meals  were  served  at  the  Inn,  just  across  the  Clarion  River,  While 
a  Sunday  morning  thunderstorm  hold  us  indoors  temporarily,  we  listened  to  the  new 
Cornell  bird  song  records.  It  was  a  "rest"  year  for  the  Rhododendrons,  and  only  a 
few  blossoms  were  in  evidence.  Next  year,  however,  there  should  be  a  plethora  of 
blooms,  and  a  return  trip  to  this  Forest  Cathedral  at  that  tine  is  suggested. 

Ear old  D.  Mitchell,  Leader 


MEETINGS 

Regular  meetings  arc  in  the  Humboldt  Room  of  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  at  8:00 
P,M,  on  Wednesdays,  -  No  regular  meetings  in  August, 

September  10  -  Report  of  Breeding  Bird  Count  -  Leader:  Bernard  Nathan,  Report  of 

Shore  Bird  Count  -  Leader:  Arthur  Schaffner.  Open  Forum  on 
Sparrows  and  Finches  -  Leader;  Bernard  Nathan, 

September  24  -  plan  Fall  Duck  Census  -  Leaders:  Mr,  &  Mrs,  R,  Gardner  Griffin 

(ELI.  1630)  35  Noodviow  Ave.,  Hamburg,  N.Y.  Report  of  Summer 
Experiences  by  all  members. 

FIELD  TRIPS 

Sunday,  Aug.  17  -  Shore  Acres.  Loader:  Jennie  Graham  (VI.  3520).  Meet  at  7:00  A.M. 

at  the  University  Plaza,  Main  Street  at  City  Line, 

Sunday,  Aug.  24  -  Sixth  Annual  Shorebird  Count..  Leader:  Arthur  Schaffner,  170 

Laurel  St.,  Bflo.  3  (SL.9666).  We  need  all  the  help  possible  to  cover  on  foot 
the  shore  c-f  Lake  Erie  between  Ft.  Erie  &  Port  Maitland.  Territories  will  be 
from  4  to  7  mi.  long.  Contact  the  leader  if  you  can  -participate ,  For  those 
who  can  stay  out  all  day  we  will  visit  the  best  spots  such  as  Stromness  Marsh 
and  Mud  Lake.  Meet  at  6:30  A.M.  at  Vermont  and  Busti. 

Every  Saturday  in  September  &  October  -  Saturday  Morning  Bird  Walks  through  Delaware 
Park  &  Forest  Lara  Cemetery.  Meet  at  Rumsey  Rd.  &  Delaware  3£ve0  at  8:00  A.M. 
Sunday,  Sent,  7  -  Toronto  to  see  Buf f~bf oas ted  Sandpiper.  Guests  of  Toronto  Bird 
"club.  Leader  from  Buffalo:  Mrs.  Lloyd  Mansfield  (VI.3457).  Meet  at  6:30  A.M. 
at  the  Peace  Bridge 0 

S atur day-Sunday ,  Sept.  13-14  -  Pyna  tuning .  Leader:  Richard  Byron  (M0. 2969).  Comly 

Shoemaker  will  be  the  speaker  and  will  show  colored  movies.  For  hotel  reser¬ 
vations  write  to  Traveler's  Inn,  Linesville,  Pa,  not  later  than  Sept.  1. 

Leave  Buffalo  City  Hall  at  7:30  A.M.  cn  Saturday. 

Saturday,  Sept,  13*“  Corn  Roast  at  the  home  of  Mr,  &  Mrs.  John  Bacon,  74  Taylor  Rd,, 
Hamburg.  Frice  $1.00  for  the  benefit  of  the  Sanctuary  Fund.  Hike  at  2:30  P.M. 
to*  the' best  nearby  location.  Supper  at  5:30  P.M.  Bring  ycur  cup,  spoon,  fork, 
and  salt  shaker.  Make  reservations  by  Thursday,  Sept.  11  with  Mrs.  Bacon 
(EM. 5184)  or  E.  Praemassing  (VI. 3289).  For  transportation  call  E.Praemassing. 

Guests  arc  welcome.  . 

Sunday,  Sept.  21  -  Canadian  Share  of  Lake  Erie.  Leaders:  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Edward  Ulrich 

(PA.  8396).  Meet  at  7:30  A.M.  at  the  Peace  Bridge. 

(57) 
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Published  Monthly  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society 

Buffalo,  New  York 


THE  MONTH 

July  was  no  slouch  as  hot  weather  goes.  It  was  a  sizzler  with  six  days  over 
90  degrees  and  sunshine  71$  of  possible  -  great  for  the  beach,  picnics  and  sun 
bathing.  Heat  records  were  set  on  the  13th  with  93  degrees  and  on  the  17th  with  90 
degrees.  Just  for  comparison  -  only  three  Julys  out-sizzled  this  one  -  in  1921,  1916 
and  1887.  And  it  was  dry,  too.  A  measly  total  of  1.28  inches  of  rain  fell  -  1.75 
inches  below  normal.  As  a  result  water  shortages  developed  in  several  areas  in 
suburban  Buffalo,  notably  Cleveland  Kill,  Harris  Hill,  Snyder  and  Kenmore.  Laws  and 
bird  baths  went  dry  in  many  localities  as  water  restrictions  were  imposed  to  keep 
fire  fighting  units  supplied.  Luckily  nothing  more  than  barbecue  grills  were  ignited 
and  County  Fire  Commissioner  Becker  got  out  from  under  with  only  some  additional 
sweat  on  his  brow.  The  only  heavy  downpour  to  relieve  the  situation  was  a  thunder¬ 
storm  on  the  27th  confined  to  the  Lancastor-Hamburg  area.  The  month  irasntt  exactly 
a  drought  -  but  brewers  of  that  sudsy  stuff  broke  all  records  for  draught  sales. 

Robert  L.  Mansfield 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


*  -  indicates  first 

report  of  the  year. 
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Caspian  Tern 

July  27F 

1 

Rock  House  Pt,,0nt, 

B.O.S.  Trip 

"  28 

2 

Rushford  Lake 

Amadon 

Bank  Swallow 

"  27 

3 500 (max)  Can, Shore  of 

Lake  Erie 

B.O.S.  Trip 

Brown  Creeper 

"  15 

1 

Towpath  at  Oak 
Orchard 

Mitchell 

Bl.-th.  Blue  Vfarbler 

»»  9 

2 

Onovillc 

Frederick 

#Prairie  Warbler 

May  10 

1 

Hud  Loke,0nt, 

Rosche 

Ovenbird 

July  25F 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

Rogers on 

Lincoln* s  Sparrow 

May  10 

50 

Can.  Shore  of 

Lake  Erie 

Rosche 

Species  Previously  Recorded  in  1952  -  -  -  - 

-  243 

New  Species  ; 

Total  to  Date  24< 


LOUISIANA  WATERTHRUSH  NESTS  IN  OLE  AN  AREA 

The  Louisiana  Watorthrush,  Seiurus  notacilla.  is  a  common  breeding  bird  of  the 
Finger  Lakes  Region,  along  tributaries  of  the  Genesee  River  and  streams  draining 
into  Lake  Erie*  Saunders,  who  explored  the  Allegheny  River  Drainage  found  this 
species  occasional  but  never  breeding. 

The  joy  of  hearing  this  bird  singing  outside  our  bedroom  window  on  the  10th  of 
May  1951  was  hence  rather  unexpected.  We  live  on  a  snail  tributary  of  the  Allegheny 
River,  approximately  10  miles  west  of  Olean,  New  York,  at  an  elevation  of  1600  feet, 
The  little  stream  which  passes  our  house  is  called  10  Mile  Creek.  Hemlocks,  yellow 
birch,  beech  and  sugar  maple  are  the  dominant  trees  along  the  wooded  course  of  the 
stream.  The  stream  supports  a  fair  number  of  small  brook  trout;  Barred  Owls  hoot 
from  the  ridges  and  come  down  to  the  stream  to  feed  on  crayfish;  Blackburnian, 
Magnolia,  Canada,  Mourning  and  Hooded  Warblers  nest  around  our  house;  Redstarts, 
Ovenbirds,  Blue-Headed  Vireos  and  four  species  of  Hylocichlids  can  be  heard  singing 
from  our  back  porch.  Varying  hares,  porcupines,  black  bear,  foxes,  deer,  red- 
backed  mice,  grey  and  red  squirrels,  chipmunks  and  short- tailed  shrews  have  all  been 
recorded  from  our  11  acres.  Many  of  these  associates  are  not  usual  ones  for  the  La. 
Watorthrush. 

After  the  bird*s  arrival  on  10  May  he  sang  throughout  much  of  the  day  until 
23  May  when  he  became  relatively  silent.  I  suspected  he  had  picked  up  a  mate  and 
after  a  short  search  found  two  birds  feeding  together  along  the  stream.  That 
evening  I  saw  and  heard,  for  the  first  time,  a  true  flight  song  of  this  species. 

The  bird  started  chipping  along  the  stream  with  increasing  tempo  until  it  sprang 
from  the  stream  bed  and  flew  with  rapidly  beating  wings  to  tree-top  level  and  then 
flew  up-stream,  over  the  tops  of  the  trees  giving  forth  a  loud,  long,  vibrant  series 
of  songs.  I  have  watched  the  Northern  Waterthrush  do  this  many  tines  but  never 
before  the  La.  Waterthrush.  This  exhibition  was  similar  to  the  flight  song  of  the 
Northern  Waterthrush  but  on  a  grander  scale  -  befitting  the  larger  size  and  greater 
vigor  of  the  bird. 

On  24  May  the  nest  building  habit  of  this  pair  seemed  well  established  but  I 
did  not  find  the  nest  after  a  short  search.  On  the  27th  I  found  the  nest  under  an 
overhanging  bank  about  2  feet  above  the  stream.  The  body  of  the  nest  was  complete 
but  there  was  no  lining.  On  31  May  one  egg  was  laid.  Two  more  eggs  were  laid  on  1 
and  2  June,  but  on  3  June  I  found  the  nest  empty.  The  male  sang  more  frequently 
after  this  for  two  days  but  on  5  June  departed.  On  30  June  I  saw  one  La.  Water¬ 
thrush  in  a  stream  2  miles  west  of  the  area  (this  may  have  been  the  same  or  another 

individual). 
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It  would  appear  to  no  as  though  this  night  be  an  oxanple  of  general  Carolinian1 
invasion  into  tho  valley  areas  of  this  dissected  plateau  country*  Opposuns,  grey 
foxes,  Cardinals,  Blue  and  Golden-winged  Warblers  are  nov;  fairly  v:ell  established 
in  the  Allegheny  River  Valley  and  its  larger  tributaries* 

Stephen  W,  Eaton 

St.  Bonaventuro  University 

THE  GREAT  HORNED  OWL 

A  few  springs  ago  I  had  the  pleasure  of  looking  for  Great  Homed  Owl  nests  and 
found  it  a  very  enlightening  experience.  Up  to  that  tine  ny  encounters  with  these 
fierce  owls  of  the  deep  woods  had  been  few  and  very  infrequent*  Casual  observations 
during  many  field  trips  had  yielded  only  brief  glinpscs  of  their  shadowy  forms  gli¬ 
ding  silently  off  to  another  part  of  the  forest* 

Beginning  in  earnest  this  particular  spring  I  scoured  systematically  most  of 
the  woods  on  Grand  Island.  Although  those  woods  are  far  less  dense  than  they  were  in 
former  years,  they  nevertheless  cover  a  considerable  area,  I  believe  that  Navy 
Island  and  Grand  Island  could  support  approximately  twenty  pairs  of  these  owls  with 
the  present  cover.  The  actual  figure  is  probably  nearer  twelve  pairs* 

My  method  of  search  was  to  find  all  the  old  hawk  nests  and  occasional  cavities 
that  might  make  suitable  nesting  sites  -  rather  than  to  look  for  the  elusive  birds 
themselves,  Tho  season  being  mid-March  I  knew  that  these  early  nosters  should  have 
completed  their  two  or  throe  egg  clutches.  Later  I  learned  that  the  young  birds 
leave  tho  nests  in  late  April  and  early  May.  It  was  great  sport,  wallowing  for  hours 
through  the  ice  and  water  over  fallen  dead  limbs,  plodding  on  through  the  pin  oak 
swamps,  all  the  while  trying  to  watch  tho  tree  tops  | 

It  would  not  bo  long  before  I  would  be  rewarded;  ahead,  at  the  extreme  edge  of 
ny  range  of  visibility,  a  bird  would  drop  off  an  old  nest  and  shoot  away  low  in  the 
trees.  Quickly  a  group  of  nebbing  Crews  would  be  heard  chasing  this  ’’poor11  mother. 
Had  a  Crow  been  unfortunate  enough  to  catch  her,  the  Owl  surely  would  have  dis¬ 
patched  it  quickly  to  the  ground.  The  Crews  loved  this  game;  they  would  gleefully 
pursue  tho  Owl  until  it  had  returned  to  tho  nest  or  until  it  had  lost  then  amid  the 
meandering  corridors  of  drooping  oak  limbs, 

Tho  nests  were  originally  the  eyries  of  Red-tailed  Hawks,  a  common  resident  on 
the  island.  These  nests  were  forty  to  seventy-five  feet  above  the  ground  at  tho 
edge  of  the  woods;  they  commanded  a  view  of  the  surrounding  fields. 

While  climbing  one  nesting  tree  I  was  startled  about  half  way  up  tho  tree  by 

tho  owl,  which  flew  in  and  landed  on  a  stub,  not  thirty  feet  away!  There  with 

erect  ears  and  glowing  yellow  eyes  she  perched,  glowering  and  bending  forward  to 
click  her  beak  in  a  most  impressive  and  menacing  way.  Little  wonder  I  made  a  mental 
note  to  keep  an  eye  on  this  indignant  parent!  On  later  visits,  when  I  approached 
the  tree,  she  would  silently  disappear,  and,  if  I  was  alone,  she  would  hurry  back 
when  I  climbed  near  the  nest. 

I  stayed  only  a  short  tine  during  my  first  visits.  After  the  eggs  had  hatched, 

I  erne  oftoner  and  stayed  longer.  The  female  actually  reacted  quite  calmly  to  my 

presence  in  a  blind  in  the  nearest  tree,  but  her  attitude  was  hardly  more  friendly 
to  me  than  to  the  Crows  which  sometimes  perched  about  hor.  She  seemed  to  bear  us 
all  as  unnecessary  nuisances. 


Whenever  I  climbed  the  nesting  tree  to  photograph,  she  would  come  diving  at  me 
on  silent  wings.  My  only  way  of  realizing  her  presence  was  to  hear  the  click  of  her 
beak.  When  this  stopped,  she  was  usually  flying  -  most  likely  toward  mo  !  Once  sho 
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cone  completely  unannounced ,  and  only  a  branch  by  my  shoulder  guarded  me  from  her 
sharp  sweeping  talons*  Dead  house  rats,  fish,  and  water  fowl,  brought  in  ty  her 
and  her  mate,  were  mute  evidence  of  the  damage  those  talons  could  inflict*  These 
demonstrations  of  protective  instincts  in  action  were  witnessed  at  many  other  nests, 
and  they  always  left  me  with  a  real  respect  for  these  fearless  owls  * 

i 

The  young  birds  had  much  the  sane  outlook;  beaks  open,  talons  ready,  they  would 
rear  back  and  stare  aggressively  at  roe  when  I  peered  into  the  nest*  Sinewy  and 
rigorous,  they  were  tough  from  their  first  fledged  days,  I  would  watch  them  grow, 
one  larger  and  more  aggressive  than  the  other.  The  eggs,  laid  early  in  the  spring, 
aro  incubated  as  soon  as  they  are  laid*  Therefore  one  owlet  or  sometimes  a  pair 
has  the  advantage  of  a  few  days  development,  which  means  a  lot  when  the  food  arrives 

On  many  days,  whon  there  was  a  sharp  northerly  breeze,  I  had  trouble  reaching 
the  nest  before  ny  hands  became  numb*  But  once  there,  I  would  find  the  young 
huddled  snugly  in  the  bowl  of  the  nost,  enjoying  the  warn  spring  sun.  What  hardy 
birds  these  owls  i  Little  wonder  they  can  stand  our  long  cold  winter. 

; 

1  banded  several  broods  that  year,  but  I  have  never  had  a  recovery.  The  lack 
of  recoveries  is  probably  due  to  the  short  time  since  the  banding  and  to  the  small 
number  banded. 

i 

Accusations  of  the  Great  Homed  Owls1  wantonness  and  great  killing  of  other 
animals  are  thoughtless  and  untrue*  They  will  eat  any  readily  obtainable  food  - 
abundant  animals  or  sickly  animals.  Only  the  complete  destruction  of  their  habitat, 
I  believe,  could  vanquish  these  wonderful  hunters  of  the  night.  Let* s  hope  that 
never  happens,  for  we  would  lose  as  much  as  they,  if  but  in  a  spiritual  way.  They 
are  alert  at  all  times,  being  very  wary  of  man  for  they  know  well  and  respect  the 
dangers  of  association  with  him.  With  this  formula  they  will  probably  survive  a 
long  time.  I  will  always  remember  ny  adventures  with  the  Great  Horned  Owl  with 
pleasure  and  admiration. 

Donald  J.  Gamble 

I  would  like  to  acknowledge  assistance  by  Robert  F.  Andrle  in  locating  some  of 
the  nests  which  I  studied.  D.J.G. 


SHOREBIRD  TRIP  -  July  13,  1952 

Five  members  made  the  trip  slong  the  Canadian  shore  of  Lake  Eric  to  the  Dunn— 
ville  Marshas  and  Mud  Lake.  It  was  an  extremely  hot  windy  day.  Sixty-three  species 
were  seen,  including  eighteen  Lesser  Yellow-legs.  Thirty  Pintails  and  two  Blue¬ 
winged  Teal  were  on  Mud  Lake. 

Elizabeth  Faul,  Leader 


PICNIC  IN  CHESTNUT  RIDGE  PARK  -  July  19,  1952 

The  Picnic  raised  $38.00  for  the  Sanctuary  Fund.  Fifty-four  people  were  served 
Mr.  &  firs.  E.P.  Cunniskey  were  in  charge. 


MEETINGS 


Regular  meetings  are  in  the  Humboldt  Room  of  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  at  8;  00 
P.M.  on  Wednesday. 

September  10  -  Report  of  Breeding  Bird  Count  -  Leader:  Bernard  Nathan.  Report  of 

Shore  Bird  Count.  Leader:  Arthur  Schaffner,  Open  Forum  on  Sparrows 
and  Finches.  Ldader:  Bernard  Nathan, 
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September  24 


October  8 


October  22 


Plan  Fall  Duck  Census  -  Loaders :  Mr*  5  Mrs.  R.  Gardner  Griffin 
(Eli*  1680),  35  Woodview  Avenue,  Hamburg,  Net;  York.  Report  of 
Sumner  Experiences  by  all  Members . 

Annual  Meeting  anc!  Election  of  Officers. 

Book  Review  by  Marie  V/ondling. 

Report  of  Fall  Duck  Census  -  Leaders:  Mr.  and  Mrs.  R.  Gardner 
Griffin.  Symposium  on  Winter  Habits  and  Habitats  of  Permanent 
Resident  Species  -  Leader:  Harold  D.  Mitchell. 


FIELD  TRIPS 


Every  Saturday  in  September  and  October  -  Saturday  Morning  Bird  ’walks  through 

Delaware  Park  and  Forest  Lawn  Cemetery ,  Meet  at  Runsoy  Road  and  Delaware  Ave,  at 

8:00  A.M. 

Sunday,  September  7  -  Toronto  to  see  Buff-breasted  Sandpiper.  Guests  of  Toronto 

Bird  Club.  Loader  from  Buffalo:  Mrs.  Lloyd  Mansfield 
(VI.  3457).  Meet  at  6:30  A.M.  at  tho  Peace  Bridge. 

Saturday-Sundcy,  Sept.  13-14  -  Pyna tuning.  Leader:  Richard  Byron  (MO.  2969). 

Gcnly  Shoemaker  will  be  the  speaker  and  will  show  colored 
nevies.  For  hotel  reservations  writo  to  Traveler's  Inn, 
Linesville,  Pennsylvania  not  later  than  Sept.  1.  Leave 
Buffalo  City  Kail  at  7:30  A.M.  on  Saturday. 

Saturday,  September  13-  Corn  Roast  at  the  hone  of  Mr,  &  Mrs.  John  Bacon,  74  Taylor 

Read,  Hamburg.  Price  $1.00  for  tho  benefit  of  the 
Sanctuary  Fund,  Hike  at  2:30  P.M.  to  the  best  nearby 
location.  Supper  at  5:30  P.M.  Bring  your  cup,  spoon,  fork, 
and  salt  shaker.  Hake  reservations  by  Thursday,  Sept.  11 
with  firs.  Bacon  (EM.  5184)  or  E.  Praenassing  (VI.  3289). 

For  transportation  call  E.  Praenassing.  Guests  are  welcome, 

Sunday,  Sept.  21  -  Canadian  Shore  of  Lake  Erie,  Leaders:  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edward 

Ulrich  (PA.  8896).  Meet  at  7:30  A.M.  at  the  Peace  Bridge. 

Sunday,  October  12  -  Fall  Duck  Census  -  Leaders:  Mr.  and  Mrs .  R.  Gardner 

Griffin,  35  Woodview  Avenue,  Hamburg,  New  York  (EM.  1680) 

S a tur day— Sunday ,  October  18-19  -  Hawk  Mountain  Sanctuary.  Leaders  -  Mr,  &  Mrs. 

Edward  Ulrich,  193  LaSalle  Ave.,  Buffalo  14  (PA,  8896),  For 
hotel  reservations  write  or  call  Mr.  Ulrich  before  Sept.  15. 
For  camping  reservations  write  to  Mr.  Maurice  Broun,  Route 
#2,  Kemp ton,  Penna.  before  Sept,  15. 

Sunday  -  October  26  -  Toronto  to  see  Saw-whet  Owl.  Guests  of  Toronto  Bird  Club, 

Leader  from  Buffalo:  James  Braunberns  (FR,  2751).  Meet  at 
6:30  A.M.  at  the  Peace  Bridge. 


Please  mail  your  records  for  each  month  not  lator  than  the  third  day  of  the  follow¬ 
ing  month  to  Mrs.  H.  H,  Axtell,  301  West  Utica  St.,  Buffalo  2?, New  York.  Please 
send  this  season's  breeding  bird  records  to  Mrs.  Axtell  for  publication  in  The 
Prothonotary. 

EDITOR:  Ray  McCann,  799  Potomac  Ave.,  Buffalo  9,  New  York  (EL.  6169) 

TREASURER:  Elizabeth  Faul,  154  Woodward  Avo.,  Buffalo  14  >  N.Y.  (PA.  9365) 
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Published  Monthly  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society 

Buffalo,  Hew  York 


the  month 

Typical  August  weather  prevailed  with  frequent  showers  the  first  two  thirds  of 
the  month  ending  the  draught  conditions  wThich  prevailed  in  the  area  during  June  and 
July.  New  local  record  low  temperature  was  established  on  the  23rd  when  the  mercury 
drooped  to  a  chilly  46°.  Whether  this  had  anything  to  do  with  the  first  reported 
VJlllet  and  Knots  on  that  date  is  not  known.  All  was  forgiven,  however,  on  the  28th 
when  the  record  of  92°  was  equalled.  Lightning  on  the  5th  injured  one  person  and 
damaged  four  residences  in  Buffalo  and  a  barn  in  Springville.  Minor  lightning 
damage  to  some  residences  also  occurred  on  the  22nd  in  the  Tonavrandas, 

Robert  l.  Mansfield 
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it 

13F 

1 

Delaware  Fk. 

Emerson,  Witebsky 

Blue-w .  * .  arbler 

it 

19 

1 

Allegany  St.  Park 

axtoll 

Tennessee  Warbler 

I! 

23F 

1 

Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

Schaffner 

II 

23F 

1 

Delaware  Park 

Mitchell  et  al 

Parula  Warbler 

It 

23F 

1 

it  it 

n  it 

tl 

26 

1 

Can.  shore  of  L.  Erie 

Hickman 

Yellow  \ .’arbler 

II 

2QL 

1 

Buffalo 

Brockner 

Cape  Kay  Warbler 

It 

23  F 

2 

Forest  Lawn 

Mitchell  et  al 

Myrtle  Warbler 

II 

24F 

100 

Can. shore  of  L.  Erie 

Mitchell  et  al(E0S  Trip) 

Cerulean  Warbler 

II 

24L 

1 

Rose  Hill,  Ont. 

Nathan  et  al 

Bay-br.  Warbler 

TI 

13F 

2 

Delaware  Pk. 

Emerson,  Witebsky 

It 

23 

2 

Forest  Lawn 

Mitchell  et  al 

Mourning  W-  rblcr 

II 

3  OF 

2 

Delaware  Pk., Forest  Lawn  Brockner 

Bl. -capped  Warbler 

II 

24F 

1 

Pt.  Colborne,  Ont. 

Mitchell  et  al 

YJh.-th.  Sparrow 

II 

24F 

1 

Rockhouse  Pt.,0nt. 

Sccbcr,  Nathan 

Species  Previously  Recorded  in  1952 .  246 

New  Species  for  August . 2 

Total  to  Date  248 


The  Giant  Hummingbird,  P ATAGONAGIGAS ,  of  Ecuador  is  eight  and  one— half  inches  long# 
ARTHUR  SCHAFFNER  led  the  Shore  Bird  Count  on  August  24th. 
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HARLEQUIN  DUCK  IN  THE  WESTERN  NEE?  YORK  REGION 

Tho  Eastern  Harlequin,  Histrionicus  histrionicus  histrionicus,  breeds  in 
Labrador,  Greenland,  and  Iceland.  It  winters  along  the  New  England  coast  and  so 
far  south  as  the  end  of  Long  Island. 

The  known,  recorddd  occurrences  of  this  duck  for  the  Niagara  region  number 
about  ton  since  18b0.  Of  these,  four  came  from  the  Niagara  River,  The  drop  in 
water  level  from  Lake  Erie  at  573  feet,  over  the  Onondaga  and  Niagara  escarpments,  tt> 
Lake  Ontario  at  246  feet,  a  fall  of  327  foot,  provides  a  type  of  habitat  natural  to 
this  duck,  especially  in  the  rapids  above  and  in  the  water  among  tho  rocks  below  the 
falls. 


Tho  areas  mentioned,  being  most  promising,  are  always  looked  over  closely 
during  fall  and  winter  by  members  of  tho  local  bird  clubs.  On  such  a  trip  Alice 
Ulrich  and  I  and  her  Iluseun  bird  class  found  a  Harlequin  Duck  on  November  18,  1951. 

True  to  its  habits,  the  bird  actively  disported  itself  in  the  wild  water  at 
the  foot  of  the  Bridal  Veil  Falls.  Never  content,  very  long,  to  sit  on  the  rocks 
as  were  an  American  Golden-eye  and  a  Red-breasted  Merganser  close  by,  the  bird 
repeatedly'  swan  among  the  rocks  into  the  eddies  toward  the  white  water  at  the  base 
of  the  cataract,  v*here  it  dove  and  swam  under  the  surface,  with  tail  and  legs  spread 
and  wings  cut  sharply  back,  disappearing  where  the  water  was  most  turbulent.  Later 
he  would  emerge  into  view  and  repeat  the  performance  again  and  again. 

The  diagnostic  narks  of  sharply  pointed  stubby  tail,  the  spots  on  the  rounded 
head,  and  the  buoyant  bobbing  on  the  surface  of  the  water  were  observed  through  the 
shifting  mist.  Once  or  twice,  as  the  bird  swan  outward  into  the  river  where  the 
newly  formed  ice  bridge  crowded  the  shore  line,  the  bright  sunlight  showed  dark  blue 
around  the  shoulders  and  sides.  The  bird  was  seen  later  that  day  by  other  people. 
Since  then  it  has  been  recorded  many  times,  the  last  date  being  March  16,  1952. 

I  have  obtained  the  following  additional  records  from  Clark  Beardslce  and 
Marold  Mitchell: 

Two  old  records  from  Professor  Eaton* s  list 

Reported  by  Dr.  Bergtold  as  having  been  taken  near  Buffalo,  N.Y. 

Jan.  9,  1902,  Juvenile  male,  Niagara  River,  A.  Thomas,  H.  Grieb,  reported 

J.  Savage 

Dec.  18,  1910,  mentioned  in  the  Audubon  Society  of  Buffalo  field  records, 

without  any  comment. 

Dec.  23,  1933,  Niagara  Falls,  throe  immature  males  or  females,  among  the  rocks 

between  the  three  Sister  Islands  and  the  Canadian  Falls, 
identified  by  Peterson  and  Mitchell,  soen  Dec.  24,  1949,  by  Beal, 
Peterson  and  Savage. 

These  birds  were  first  scon  on  Dec.  3rd  by  A.D,  .Zander  and  E.G.  Ulrich,  but 
not  definitely  identified. 

Mar.  13,  1949,  immature  male  or  female,  Dunkirk  Harbor,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Elderkin, 
This  bird  was  soen  on  Mar,  19th  by  H.  Mitchell,  on  20th  by 
Heather  Thorpe,  on  Mar.  21st  by  H.  Thorpe  and  H.  Axtell. 

Mar.  15,  1949,  immature,  Canadian  side  of  Niagara  River  above  the  Falls. 
Lundom,  reported  by  Muna. 

Apr,  14,  1949,  immature  (probably  sane  individual)  found  dead  at  Maid  of 
Mist  landing,  Muna. 

Mar.  27,  1950,  Specimen  taken  in  Cattaragus  County,  near  Salamanca  by  Cangdon, 
mounted  and  now  in  the  museum  at  Allegany  Swate  Park. 
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Edward  C.  Ulrich 
March  22,  1952 
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SOUTH  FLORIDA  BIRD  TRIP 


wHoi7  do  you  do  it?”  asks  someone  incredulousy  when  I  tell  them  of  n  planned 
trip.  It's. not  really  so  prodigious,  but  rather  requires  three  special  attitudes. 
Initiative  is  the  first  of  these,  and  is  the  least  tangible.  Next,  one  must  avoid 
entangling  responsibilities  (unfortunately,  this  is  late  nows  for  those  who  have 
already  made  the  *  great  leap*).  Lastly,  knowing  how  to  stretch  the  'almighty 
dollar*  (v;hich  has  already  been  stretched  alnightily  fax*,)  ,  this  has  also  been  very 
aptly  called  'travelling  on  a  shoestring'  and  demands  great  self-denial. 

In  January  of  this  year  I  found  myself  with  a  little  over  a  hundred  dollars, 
unencumbered,  and  with  a  strong  desire  to  see  the  Sunshine  State  -  Florida.  Just 
the  planning  for  such  a  trip  can  be  most  enjoyable.  I  would  not  however,  advise 
overdoiiig  this  aspect,  as  it  can  kill  some  of  the  job  of  spontaneous  surprise.  Be¬ 
fore  leaving  I  referred  to:  'Naturalists  Guide  to  the  Americas'  for  a  fine  descrip¬ 
tion  and  review  of  the  biotic  zones.  'A  Field  Guide  to  the  Birds'  for  information 
on  the  birds  of  the  Florida  Keys  and  Floridian  sub-species,  and  finally  'A  Guide  to 
Bird  Finding' . 

Knowing  that  I  would  be  bicycling,  I  minimized  my  equipment  to:  a  wool  blanket, 
a  pair  of  pants,  tvro  shirts,  a  jacket,  a  bathing  suit,  binoculars,  telescope,  two 
books,  a  map  of  Florida,  a  notebook,  a  pen,  and  tools.  Although  I  went  swimming,  I 
could  have  left  the  bathing  suit  at  home.  The  equipment  in  my  pack  weighed  about 
twenty  pounds. 

The  bus  arrived  in  Miami  late  in  the  afternoon  of  February  6th  after  a  back¬ 
breaking  1500  mile  trip  over  two  nights.  From  the  bus  I  had  seen  Turkey  and  Black 
Vultures,  Bald  Eagle,  pelicans,  and  Laughing  Gulls,  which  sparked  my  hopes,  but 
these  seemed  distant  now,  I  received  little  encouragement  when  I  was  held  up  for 
$6.00  for  a  condemned  rat  apartment  J  The  following  day  I  bought  a  bicycle  with 
three  speed  gearing  for  $60.00.  Then  I  decided  to  leave  town  as  soon  as  possible 
after  seeing  some  friends. 

y 

Sleeping  on  the  palnettoed  floor  of  a  pine  woods  and  awakening  to  the  calls  of 
a  Florida  Jay  (a  new  bird  for  my  life  list)  made  me  begin  to  feel  like  a  Florida 
cracker  at  last.  It  was  February  9,  and  I  was  just  south  of  Miami  on  the  way  to 
the  Keys  on  U.S.  Route  1.  The  sun  shone  brightly,  and  there  was  a  summer  like 
feeling  in  the  air.  What  a  wonderful  change  I  thought.  It  wasn't  that  I  could  now 
live  vegetativoly,  but  rather  that  here  was  a  place  of  sunshine,  of  new  and  different 
life  and  scene!  The  Fish  Crows,  American  Egrets,  Little  and  Great  Blue  Herons,  Boat- 
tailed  Grackles ,  Ground  Doves,  Mockingbirds,  Royal  Terns,  Laughing  ffulla,  and  Brown  - 
Pelicans  entertained  and  impressed  mo  along  the  44  miles  to  Travernier  on  the  south 
end  of  Key  Largo.  Descriptions  and  pictures  faded  rapidly  from  my  memory,  as  I 
went  along  that  largest  key  and  formed  my  own  new  and  true  picture  of  the  area. 
Indeed,  it  seemed  hard  to  believe  that  the  weather  was  simultaneously  so  different 
in  the  north. 

The  following  day  I  took  the  Audubon  Tour  on  Florida  Bay  (which  crosses  a 
water  boundary  into  Everglades  Park)  at  a  cut  rate,  since  I  had  furnished  my  own 
transportation.  Me  had  wonderful  views  of  the  Roseat  Spoonbills  with  fledged  young 
about'  their  nesting  key.  Overhead,  Man  O'Mars  drifted  by  on  effortless  wings,  and 
soon  we  saw  then  on  their  nests.  Males,  females,  immatures,  all  plumages  were  about, 
and  occassionally  one  would  glide  or  dive  nearby,  displaying  powers  of  flight  that 
loft  me  breathless  *  Interesting  views  of  Great  White  Heron,  Reddish  Egret,  and 
Yellow-crowned  Night  Heron  concluded  a  wonderful  morning ! 

That  afternoon  I  wont  as  far  as  Ismalorado,  my  limit  on  the  Keys.  I  had 
planned  to  go  to  Fort  Jefferson,  but  I  found  out  that  it  was  too  early  for  the 
colonial  activities.  Also,  while  the  waterbirds  about  the  bay  were  nesting,  it  was 
still  too  early  to  see  the  unique  Key  land  birds.  For  dinner  that  may  I  splurgem 
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and  had  a  delicious  broiled  mackerel  with  all  the  trimmings.  That  evening,  as  I 
went  north  again  toward  Travemier,  I  watched  the  full  moon  rise  ever  the  Atlantic, 
while  the  sun  set  in  a  blaze  of  glory  on  the  Gulf  I  I  then  slept  for  a  second  night 
Gn  u  bot*t  m  Florida  Bay.  Oh,  how  I  slept J  Then  as  the  first  morning  breezes 
rippled  the  water,  I  awoke  to  see  the  sun  rise  as  the  moon  set.  By  coincidence,  I 
was  in  an  ideal  place,  at  an  ideal  tine. 

That  morning,  I  bicycled  20  miles  north  to  Jewfish  Creek  at  the  north  end  of 
Key  Largo.  Hero  I  ate  an  enormous  fish  breakfeast,  topped  off  with  a  piece  of  tasty 
Keyline  pie.  Little  wonder  I  rolled  off  over  85  miles  that  day  to  reach  the  hinder- 
most  roads  in  the  everglades  beyond  Flamingo.  During  these  first  20  miles  to  the 
crook,  I  used  a  secondary  road,  and  was  amazed  by  the  numbers  of  Kingfishers, 

Sparrow  Hawks,  Broad-winged  Hawks,  Red-bellied  Woodpeckers,  Cardinals,  Ground  Doves, 
Blue— gray  Gnatcatchers ,  and  Catbirds  everywhere.  Likewise,  it  was  surprising  to  see 
spoonbills  and  other  bay  birds  about  the  small  ponds,  feeding  with  the  herons  and 
ibises,  /.long  tho  waysides,  in  the  mangroves,  I  dould  hear  the  Prairie  Warblers 
singing  their  early  spring  songs,  and  my  thoughts  raced  north,  where  now  the  horned 
larks  would  be  returning  to  their  nesting  fields  with  pleasing  songs.  The  long 
straight  road  of  the  mainland  soon  began  to  fall  away  behind,  me.  Off  in  the  distance 
my  first  two  ’Wood  Ibises  appeared,  truly  impressive,  with  their  great  white  wings, 
bordered  by  black  primaries.  Here  too,  I  had  a  view  of  an  Anhinga  which  hinted  at 
its  extrord inary  powers  of  flight.  It  was  soaring  over  300  feet  high  with  several 
Turkey  Vultures,  a  Red-shouldered  Hawk ,  an  immature  Bald  Eagle,  and  a  Man  0fWar. 

Entering  the  Everglades  National  Park,  I  immediately  went  down  the  short  An¬ 
hinga  Trail  and  had  excellent  views  of  its  namesake,  Purple  Gallinules,  a  Ward*s 
Heron,  and  four  alligators.  It  was  the  best  nature  trail  I  have  seen  for  public 
restraint  and  for  wildlife  abundance.  Tho  high  pitched,  song  of  the  Pine  Warbler  soon 
caught  my  ear,  as  well  as  the  numerous  calls  of  Red-shouldered  Hawks  and  Red-bellied 
Woodpeckers.  As  I  rested  on  the  limestoned  floor  of  a  pine  woods,  a  Red-cockaded 
Woodpecker  came  and  looked  me  over.  The  moon  rose  yellow  and  warm  that  night,  as  I 
strolled  down  a  verdant  trail  and  listened  to  the  murmurs  and  splashes  of  that  vast 
swamp.  Almost  impenetrable,  the  hummocks  echoed  with  the  calls  of  the  Barred  Owls 
and  Screech  Owls.  The  usefulness  of  a  spotlight  occurred  to  me  again  and  again.  I 
would  have  liked  to  have  stayed  longer,  but  I  was  not  prepared  to  do  so.  The  many 
waterways  with  their  arched  corridors  could  provide  many  days  of  fascinating  ex¬ 
ploration.  We  can  all  be  thankful  that  the  Park  is  at  long  last  being  preserved, 
but  renewed  diligence  will  be  necessary  to  keep  it  so. 

Nourished  by  three  handpicked  grapefruits,  I  bicycled  80  miles  from  Homestead 
to  Everglades  (city)  across  most  of  the  Tamiani  Trail.  This  \?as  February  13 •  I 
never  before  saw  such  a  concentration  of  herons  and  ibises.  Adults,  immatures,  all 
over  the  grassy  marshes  and  c  anal  side  3  J  Here,  the  lack  of  development1,  but  more 
importantly  the  lack  of  water  pollution  is  an  obvious  factor  for  this  heathy  habitat 
condition  and  water  environment. 

My  first  Limpkin,  perched  on  a  bush  by  the  canal,  allowed  me  to  study  it  closely. 
Many  Black  Vultures,  Boat-tailed  Grackles,  and  Wood  Ibises  flew  about  as  I  rode 
along J  It  was  easy  to  seo  why  these  ibises  have  been  nicknamed  *old  f lintheads 1 , 
with  their  cold,  hard,  looking  black  heads. 

The  next  day  found  me  north,  on  the  road  to  the  last  of  the  sub— tropical  areas 
of  southern  Florida  -  Lake  Okeechobee  and  the  Kissimmee  Prairie.  In  this  area  of 
scattered  palm  groves  amid  vast  prairie  plains  I  heard  the  call  of  the  Burrowing 
Owl  for  the  first  time.  Bob-white  Glossyibis  and  Caracara  were  quickly  added  t&  my 

list  too. 

The  following  afternoon  I  was  north  of  Okeechobee,  and  hadn*t  seen  any  Sandhill 
Cranes  as  yet.  It  grew  darker  as  I  watched  the  many  herons  and  ibises  leaving  the 
Prairie  ponds  to  roost  in  the  swamp  woodlands  to  the  south.  Finally  it  was  complete- 
ly~dark,  and  as  I  pedaled  along  I  suddenl^^ard  many  frogs  calling  at  one  spot. 
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Gambling  on  the  moaning  of  the  presence,  I  slept  overnight  in  the  field.  The  next 
morning,  just  at  dawn,  three  Sandhill  Cranes  appeared,  the  only  ones  I  was  to  seo  I 

My  list  now  passed  the  hundred  mark,  which  was  fair,  since  I  had  seen  few  land 
birds  and  even  fewer  wintering  species.  Almost  all  the  birds  I  had  seen  were 
residents.  They  included  ten  species  of  herons,  three  of  ibises,  and  nine  of 
hawks  -  not  including  vultures.  Seven  of  the  species  were  new  for  my  life  list. 

Fine  Foods  Sparrows  and  Brown-headed  Nuthatches  were  seen  more  often  as  I 
approached  my  terminus  at  Tampa,  Fla,  j  the  songs  of  the  sparrows  were  to  bo  heard 
everywhere .  Large  numbers  of  wintering  crows,  Bluebirds,  and  Robins  were  soon  seen. 
My  coolest  opinions  of  Florida  were  voiced  my  last  night,  as  I  slept  all  night  in 
a  drenching  rain,  in  an  orange  grove.  But  upon  rising,  I  put  on  my  dry  clothes  and 
reached  overhead  for  several  oranges.  I  was  quickly  appoqsod. 

Florida  is  indeed  an  interesting  state,  provided  one  knows  where  to  look  and 
what  to  look  for.  Its  latitude  and  peninsular  isolation  nark  it  as  a  place  with 
unusual  and  individual  traits  mirrored  well  in  its  plants  and  animals.  The  Ever¬ 
glades  and  Keys  with  their  mangroves  and  hummocks  left  clear  impressions  in  my 
notebook  of  field  experiences  in  one  more  part  of  thi3  vast  and  varied  world  1 

Donald  J.  Gamble 


SHORE  ACRES  TRIP  -  SUNDAY  AUGUST  17 

The  treat  of  the  Shore  Acres  trip  was  found  at  the  Cedar  Street  Marsh  at  Akron • 
This  was  our  first  stop.  The  birds  had  not  been  disturbed.  An  immature  King  Rail 
was  feeding  in  the  water  near  the  road,  we  all  had  perfect  views  of  this  large 
rail.  The  Sora  and  Virginia  Rails  were  also  there,  so  wo  had  a  fine  opportunity  to 
compare  the  sizes  of  the  three  rails. 

On  German  Church  Road  near  Shore  Acres  a  Peregrine  Falcon  was  identified  by 
B.  Nathan  and  A.  Schaffncr.  Shore  Acres  and  Braddocks  Bay  had  very  high  water .  On 
the  homeward  trip  in  the  lovely  evening  light  an  Egret  stood  in  the  quiet  waters  of 
Oak  Orchard  Swamp,  YJe  saw  eighty  species  on  this  twelve-hour  day. 

Mary  Louise  Emerson 


MEETINGS 


Regular  meetings  are  in  the  Humboldt  Room  of  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  at  8:00 
P.M.  on  Wednesday. 

Oct.  8  -  Annual  Meeting  and  Election  of  Officers.  Book  Review  by  Marie  Wendling. 

Oct,  22  -  Report  of  Fall  Duck  Census,  Leaders:  Mr.  and  Mrs.  R,  Gardner  Griffin. 

Symposium  on  Pinter  Habits  and  Habitats  of  Fermanent  Resident  Species  - 

Leader:  Harold  D.  Mitchell.  # 

Nov.  12  —  Anniversary  Meeting.  Dinner  in  the  Museum  Cafeteria  at  6:30.  Moving 
Pictures  by  Robert  C.  Hermes.  Make  dinner  reservations  with 
E.  Praemassing  (VI.  3289)  87  Linden  Ave.,  Buffalo  14,  N.Y.  by  Nov.  10. 


FIELD  TRIPS 

Everv  Saturday  in  October  -  Saturday  Morning  Bird  Walk  through  Delaware  Park  and 
Every  -  pores t  Lawn  Cemetery.  Meet  at  Rumsey  Road  and  Delaware  Ave.  at  8:00  A.M. 

Sunday,  Oct.  12  -  Fall  Duck  Census  -  Leaders:  Mr.  &  Mrs.  R.  Gardner  Griffin,  35 
Woodview  Ave.,  Hamburg,  N.Y^SM.  1680) 
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Saturday  -  Sunday,  Oct,  18-19  -  Hawk  Mountain  Sanctuary,  Leaders  -  Mr,  &  Mrs, 
Edward  Ulrich,  193  LaSalle  Ave.,  Buffalo  14,  (PA.  8896).  For  hotel 
reservations  write  or  call  Mr.  Ulrich  before  Sept.  15.  For  camping 
reservations  write  to  Mr.  Maurice  Broun,  Route  2,  Kemp ton,  Penna, 
before  Sept.  15. 

Sunday,  Oct,  26  -  Toronto  to  see  Saw-whet  Owl.  Guests  of  Toronto  Bird  Club.  Leader 
from  Buffalo:  James  Braunbcrns  (FR.  2571).  Meet  at  6:30  A.M.  at  the 
Peace  Bridge, 

Sunday,  Nov,  2  -  Montezuma  Refuge.  Leaders:  Richard  Byron  (MO.  2969).  Meet  at 
7:00  A.M.  ot  University  Plaza  or  at  7:15  at  Socony  Gas  Station  at 
Ransom  Road  and  Main  Street  in  Clarence. 

Sunday,  Nov.  16  -  Leroy,  Scottsville  Area  to  look  for  Red-bellied  Woodpecker. 

Leader  to  be  announced.  Meet  at  University  Plaza  at  7:30  A.M. 

Sunday,  Nov.  23  -  Willoughby  Marsh.  Leader:  A.V.  Tulinoff,  1255  Wyoming  Ave,,. 

Niagara  Falls,  N.Y,  Meet  at  8:00  A.M.  at  the  Peace  Bridge. 


REDSTART 

On  the  June  1st  field  trip  we  watched  an  Indigo  Bunting  building  a  nest.  A 
week  later  my  sister  and  I  found  three  eggs  in  the  same  nest.  The  Buntings  did  not 
appear,  but  we  kept  noticing  movement  near  the  nest.  We  soon  discovered  what  was 
happening,  A  sly  little  female  Redstart  was  coning  to  the  nest  through  the  under¬ 
growth.  She  would  flutter  at  the  side  of  the  nest  like  a  Hummingbird,  steal 
material  from  the  outside  of  the  nest,  then  fly  off  with  it.  Three  times  we  saw 
the  Redstart  play  this  truck,  and  no  Indigo  Buntings  came  to  rescue  their  homestead. 

Mary  Louise  Emerson 


BUFFALO  MUSEUM  OF  SCIENCE  LIBRARY  &  READING  ROOM  -  June  and  July  additions  to  the 
collection  of  bird  books: 

Rord,  Richard  L.  —  EGGS  AND  NESTS  OF  BRITISH  BIRDS  -  - 

pub.  by  A  &  C.  Black 

Allen,  Arthur  A.  —  STALKING  BIRDS  WITH  COLOR  CAMERA 

National  Geographic  Society 

Teale,  Edwin  Way  —  NORTH  WITH  THE  SPRING  —  Dodd,  Mead 

Brandt,  Herbert  —  ARIZONA  AND  ITS  BIRD  LIFE  —  Bird 

Research  Foundation 

Thomas,  Ruth  H.  —  CRIP,  COME  HOME  —  Harper 

Hess,  Gertrud  —  THE  BIRD,  ITS  LIFE  AND  STRUCTURE  — 

H.  Jenkins 


Please  mail  vour  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  third  day  of  the 
following  month  to  Mrs.  H.  H,  Axtell,  301  West  Utica  St.,  Buffalo  22,  N.Y. 

EDITOR:  Ray  McCann,  799  Potomac  Ave.,  Buffalo,  9,  New  York  (EL.  6l69) 

TREASURER:  Elizabeth  Faul,  154  Woodward  Ave.,  Buffalo  14*  New  York  (PA.  9365) 
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gublished  Monthly  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society 

Buffalo.  New  York 


THE  MONTH 

September  was  unusually  pleasant  except  for  the  sharp  contrast  between  local¬ 
ized  light  frosts  on  the  morning  of  the  8th  and  the  heat  wave  that  followed.  The 
record  high  temperature  of  87°  was  equalled  on  the  11th  and  new  records  followed  on 
the  12th,  13th  and  14th  ...  91° ,  maximum  each  day  -  believe  it  or  not.  It  doesn’t 
pay  to  own  a  barn  these  days,  Along  with  the  arson  fad,  lightning  also  takes  its 
toll.  Thunderstorms  Sunday  night,  the  14th,  caused  an  estimated  $70,000  damage  in 
this  area  and  completely  knocked  out  barns  in  Orchard  Bark,  Marilla  and  Alden.  In 
terms  of  water  -  this  same  downpour  was  practically  a  phenomenon  -  }.,36  inches  of 
rain  that  represented  more  than  we  received  in  the  entire  month  of  June  or  July. 

The  noteworthy  records  that  follow  don’t  show  any  geese  -  but  the  weather  bureau 
reports  a  flock  of  geeso  headed  south  on  the  night  of  the  30th.  Who  slipped  up  on 
this  one? 

Robert  L.  Mansfield 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


*  indicates  first  report  of  the  year 

F 
L 


tt 


tt 

last 


n 

IT 


It 

It 


season 

it 


Common  Loon 
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Almendinger, Schaffner 

#D.-cr,  Cormorant 
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It 

28 
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Dunkirk  ~ 

Yfoldman,  Almendinger 
Rew,  Griffin 

Amor,  Egret 

TT 
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1 

Chaut.  L.  Outlet 

Parker 

It 
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1 

Mud  Lake,  Ont, 

Almendinger,  Axtells 
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21L 
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it  tt  it 

B.O.S.  Trip 

Green— w ,  Teal 

it 

7 

100 (max)  Oak  Orchard 

Seeber,  Schaffner 
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tt 

21 
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Beal,  Rog,  Sundell 

tt 

28 
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Burtis  Bay 
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Hooded  Merganser 

n 

tt 
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Erie  Beach, Ont, 
Beaver  Island 

Axtell 

Seeber,  Nathan, 
Almendinger , Schaffner 
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Amer.  Merganser 

Sept 

.  20 
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Rockhouse  Pt.,Ont. 

Almendinger,  Axtells 
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30 
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Erie  Beach,  Ont, 

Axtell 

Turkey  Vulture 
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13 

Chautauqua  L. 
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Osprey 
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Pavilion  Center 

Soeber,  Schaffner 
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South  Park 
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Zoar  Valley 
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27 
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Erie  Beach, Ont, 

Nathan,  Emerson, 

i 
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Delaware  Park 
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13 
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tt 
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200 (max)  Ransom  Rd,, Tifft  St. 

Thorpe,  Nathan, 
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Hamburg 
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Kingbird 
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Ridgeway, Ont. 

Axtells,  Nathan 

(71) 


'  ll  j.'cA  ,*i  n,.:.rbj*.o.C  . 

,-tnO«.4K  ''.cnori/o  •• 

n 

v. 

OS 

♦tqaC 

TGBHCX  .Oli  ■•.':•  A 

IXoJx.'. 

.vtfiO  tr’o  oC  vi;*i'7 

i 

oc 

« 

X><Circ:'TrfT, 

a 

V 

r*xsj$JuV  f.’irT 

1  1"  '  .  tO  >  V 

•  •  .  fQ  iM 

i 

r* 

« 

XQTC'tiQ 

•jor^ooifl 

: 

C  I 

.  8 

tt 

•  ^  . 

n 

V'lXsV  ido£ 

s 

♦  IS 

0  ' 

*  !oe^!  ‘:r^T 

•  "  . 

X 

••  v: 

tt 

•r  '  \-'o£  t^ecfoc?,i'.‘i 

« 

• 

.*rt6  ,JrXH  arr.h 

I 

os 

« 

.•tooXr-'C  7  ^Tn-'-i  fi 

qi-rT  ,8.0,8 

,inOt  '. 

IS 

n 

,XI  >dorl’. 

■  XT  ■  Of.  ;  1-Z 

X 

ox , 

»t 

^vrrsO  rto.j'$i3 

1  ’  >(i  .4 

y/’Z  ex^-nrS  ( 

>  »m)  OOC 

as 

tt 

tooO 

TDmioort! 

oXsYUrff  dX-I  dS 

tt 

p- 

TovoXq  nobioO 

L.V:fyj: 

fb  af  rf: 

I 

1,01 

tt  “ 

xr~:  CK'".-  T.>::ri 

•  1 

ft  ft 

a 

ex 

.  i'r.oi-' ,  •  r 

■  +V1 

tt 

-  i 

•  ♦ 

• 

.  tn0t.lO.‘  >?i  :i'l£ 

i 

cs 

n 

’ 

tflx:rttrll  foqTO.rif 

..-8  dOtr'T..XK  cioe/v-S  ( 

xrra) 00 S 

8S 

tt 

n.: -r  ,;c' '  ,t  ^albnoiuli-, 

• 

i  'rtl't.r  t 

owotE 

I 

X 

w 

cforOi 

JKe'./oxt'jT. 

t  o:  'O:\iO o" 

r 

tt 

rrablcO.  .* 

Jbno'i  rtarrrnoT 

I 

JO 

«  ’ 

'ton'll  '-do3 

-  .  « 

. 

;  ?  •* .  iT/ 1  Kef  -V4 1  'locf  308 

0$*XOO  0T.0Tt9j':U 

S  • 

X 

tt 

•i  qxqfvii*c  r.  ‘bilrd 

t"rri9oS 

,.J3  ihiT 

I 

M 

ft 

•t.  nrj3  :r’Oc#*r:-^.rfiriT  --L. 

#r  mtfoci  - 

ol  -TH*n 

r 

1 

1?S 

ft 

T  >qxqbn  3  .f-xd-OGH 

*  n jd^.Gl'1  cTdoc 

.  J  "■ 

e 

X 

n 

t  jdoil:  /oQ  .  : 

KfooS 

,oaIdA  (t aocaKys^S 

it  i 

X 

ft 

t 

i)  vO  a&d4:^ 

.tnO 

• 

li 

mt? 

s 

ox 

it 

,  •  AezY:  ,'t  i  8 

ft  w 

e 

AX 

tt 

* 

♦ 

,  % 

?X,VI 

t! 

•r )',  ■  •  -  . 

{»  ft  ' 

•  !>  |  ■: 

•  •  nO t  *t o a  ■  • .  •  •  •  trfo.  (Or  >h )  J 

IS 

tt 

t  . '  T.  ol-fXc.vi.  !# 

'  ii-iT  cOfii 

(iT  80S)  Ifl .  3~:  bt 

|  t*lS  00  ' 

x 

V 

tt 

XX:/0  8*niX^n 

lloiYu. 

,tfrrO,oXT3  tio'i 

x,x  ~  t 

r  >.  r 

IS 

tl 

•  r 

qinT  .8.0.  8 

..  , . ;  'Tt.:'  90  : : 

•  i 

If  • 

•XorTl/iribO 

'ravifl  :  •  :  .!:- 

s 

vs 

tt 

r&  ,el  *;;rn;'8  f :  00' 

vs 

I! 

UuO  3#  cfi. -qrifEoa 

Ir  cfo  r  .  ft'  1;\(d8  t  rtarii1  rH 

•  7.^0  4  do  oK  oX*i3 

f 

.Kr1’-:  ;' .r- sqai  a. 

' 

i 

■50 

t! 

nr.?  8,T0CfET0,l 

oil *1  El  v/ 

€  • 

vs 

tf 

Vfecfa.tiw 

• 

sll  KxA 

.  0,  ^orac  .iia  (xr  ". 

) 000,1 

a 

tt 

m  :>T  jfo-13 

iJbt?  BOH 

,tnO,fio  oR  oiiS 

I  . 

JIS 

!)' 

oo’JojjO  ,cf-jfo.  /t 

l  rr-rfod’JSi  ,/r  si  • ' 

. 

I 

JOS 

K 

U  '  N  l  .  - 

o.x. 

-  • 

l  . 

os 

f» 

o'  '  /  •  .  ' 

aoz  CO 

‘  icxfr'/XXXtc 

e 

as 

tt 

7.' 

•/  'Tl r.rfpB 

On-iEi  h‘iXG 

Oc> 

JVS 

tt 

'  ■ ’{sincfocfi  r 

.XnOtXXXH  90 oH 

i 

jes 

tf 

friWsali-jcTw?! 

•700.  S  ,\-i  ,vA 

X 

J?S 

ft 

nr,-  t  >*  .alio-fx,: 

.tnOtY-rt 

r 

JXS 

tf 

brtld? r.£X 

Yellow-b,  Flycatcher 


Alder  Flycatcher 
Least  Flycatcher 
Wood  Pewee 
Rcd-br .  Nuthatch 
Y/intor  Wren 
Carolina  Wren 

Hermit  Thrush 

Gray-ch .  Thrush 


Golden-cr.  Kinglet 
Ruby-cr,  Kinglet 
Bl.-gr.  Gnatcatcher 

Pipit 

Migrant  Shrike 
Solitary  Vireo 

Philadelphia  Vireo 


Prothon’y.  Warbler 

Golden-w.  Warbler 
Orange-cr.  Warbler 
Blackburn.  Warbler 

Pine  Warbler 


W.  Palm  Warbler 
Conn.  Warbler 

Mourning  Warbler 

Hooded  Y.rarbler 
Bl. -capped  Warbler 
Canada  Warbler 
Bobolink 

Rusty  Blackbird 
Indigo  Bunting 
Fine  Siskin 
Slate-col.  Junco 
#Clay-colored  Sparrow 

Wh.-cr.  Sparrow 
Fox  Sparrow 
Lincoln1 s  Sparrow 


Sept.  16,  17,  23 
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20 

1,1 
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,2  Erie  Beach, Ont, 
Delaware  Park 
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16l 
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Erie  Beach, Ont. 

11 

23L 
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it  ti  ti 

11 

30L 
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i»  it  it 

11 

IF 
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Niagara  Falls 

It 

2  IF 

1 

Erie  Beach, Ont. 

July  1  to 
Sept.  27 

1 

Dewittville 

ti 

2  OF 
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Morgan1 s  Pt.,0nt. 

ii 

21 
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Niagara  Falls 

ti 

6F 
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Erie  Beach,  Ont, 
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16,17,25 

-1,1 

,1  "  >»  » 
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21 
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Morgan 1 s  Point , Ont , 

it 

2  IF 
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Can. shore  L.  Erie 
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16F 
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Erie  Beach, Ont. 

ti 
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Memorial  Park 

ii 

23L 
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Erie  Beach, Ont. 

ii 

2  OF 

12 

Dunnville,Ont. 
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2QL 
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it  n 
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14F 
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Niagara  Falls 

ii 

17 
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Erie  Beach, Ont, 

ti 

6F 
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Erie  Beach, Ont. 
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15 
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Dewittville 
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17,23,25 

6,4,1  Erie  Beach, Ont. 

ti 

24 
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Tifft  St. 

1! 

6 
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Bemus  Point 

11 

7L 
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11  Creek 

It 

6L 
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Rose  Hill, Ont. 

II 

28F 
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Waverly  Beach, Ont. 

11 

28 

2 

Erie  Beach, Ont. 

II 

30 
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Batavia 

11 

13 

1 

Squaw  Island 

II 

27L 
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tt  it 

It 

10F 
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Tifft  St. 

11 

6f 
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Erie  Beach, Ont. 

11 

25L 
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It 
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Squaw  Island 
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Erie  Beach, Ont. 
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1  5 00 (max)  Gainesville 
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20L 
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Dunnville,Ont. 
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2  OF 
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it  « 

ti 

28L 
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Waverly  Beach, Ont, 
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10F 
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Tifft  St. 

ti 

16f 
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Erie  Beach, Ont, 

n 

27 

1 

Squaw  Island 

n 

27F 

5 

Beaver  Is.  State  Park 

ii 

3  OF 

1 

Erie  Beach, Ont. 

n 

2  OF 

2 

Dunnville , Ont , 

it 

23,30 

1,1 

Erie  Beach, Ont, 

Species  reported  in  September  Prothonotary 
Baird1 s  Sandpiper  -  August  24th 
New  species  for  September 
Total  species  for  1952 


Axtell 

Mitchell 

Axtell 

n 

n 

Rogers on 
Axtclls,  Nathan 

Rog.Sundell  et  al 
Axtell 
Rogerson 
Axtells 

tt 

Axtell,  Nathan 
B.O.S.  Trip 
Axtell 

Nathan,  Schaffner 
Axtell 

Almendinger,  Axtells 

f!  Tt 

Rogerson 

Axtell 

n 

Bob  Sundell 
Axtell 

ti 

Bob,  Rog.  Sundell 
Jurkowski,  Lenna 
Fisk 
Axtells 

it 

Pixley 

Schaffner, Nathan, Kane 
Schaffner , Nathan , 
Witebsky,  Y/oldman 
Axtell 
Axtells 
Axtell 

Schaffner,  Nathan, 
Witebsky 
Axtell 

it 

Mitchell 

Smith 

Ax  tell 
n 

ti 

Axtell 

n 

Nathan, Schaffner , 
Witebsky 

Axtell, Thorpe  et  al 
Axtell 

Axtells,  Almendinger 
Axtell 
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SHORE  BIFB  COUNT  -  August  24.  1952 

Canadian  Shore  of  Lake  Erie  -  Peace  Bridge  to  Port  Maitland 

t 

This  first  count  of  a  new  series,  an  important  part  of  our  research  program, 
showed  some  peculiar  trends.  It  might  be  stated  that  weathdr  conditions  prior  to  the 
24th  of  August  this  yoar  could  well  have  had  much  to  do  with  these  findings.  One 
of  these  peculiarities  was  the  complete  absence  of  Black-bellied  Plover,  definitely 
a  species  increasing  in  movement  at  this  time  of  the  year.  Also  of  note  was  the 
scarcity  of  Yellow-legs  of  both  species  -  perhaps  just  one  of  the  lulls  in  their 
extended  migration  period*  Rockhouse  Point  is  still  tops  -  with  twelve  of  the 
fourteen  species  recordod.  Strangely  enough  the  largest  concentration  of  "peeps” 
was  to  be  found  at  RockHouse  Point,  whereas  areas  1  and  2  which  are  more  favorable 
for  numbers  of  these  species,  produced  small  numbers.  Again  it  is  noted  that 
Sanderlings  showed  rather  poorly  quite  unlike  usual  years. 


Our  total  would  have  swelled  considerably  if  all  the  Killdeers  observed  on  the 
fields  had  had  occasion  to  take  a  stroll  along  the  beach.  Perhaps  the  most  note¬ 
worthy  observation  of  all,  was  the  fact  that  the  Uillet  seen  at  Erie  Beach  on  the 
23rd  left  only  his  footprints  behind, The  cold  v/ave  which  came  in  on  northerly 
winds  and  then  on  westerly  winds  may  well  account  for  the  absence  of  numbers  and 
species  which  evidently  moved  out  of  the  area  on  these  winds.  All  in  all  I  think  we 
all  did  well,  even  if  I  almost  did  perish  for  lack  of  food  I 

-  t>T?  *\  Q 

1.  Peace  Bridge  to  Rose  Hill 

2.  Rose  Hill  to  Yacht  Harbor 

3.  Yacht  Harbor  to  Point  Abino 

4.  Point  Abino  to  Silver  Bay 

5.  Silver  Bay  to  Point  Lorraine 

6.  Port  Colborne  to  Camelot  Beach 

7.  Camelot  Beach  to  Long  Beach 

8.  Long  Beach  to  Mohawk  Point 

9.  Mohawk  Point  to  Rockhouse  Point 
10,  Rockhouse  Point  to  Port  Maitland 


Number  of  Each  Species  in  Each  Area 


Species 


1 

2 

3 

4 

3 

Ringed  Plover 

~W 

6 

21 

2 

2 

Killdeer 

93 

32 

26 

65 

18 

R.  Turnstone 

, 

2 

Spotted  S. 

16 

14 

8 

23 

25 

Solitary  S, 

1 

1 

G.  Yellow-legs 

L  Yellow-legs 

5 

Knot 

6 

7 

Pectoral  S, 

1 

4 

Baird1 s  S. 

Least  S. 

2 

2 

3 

1 

2 

E.  Dowitcher 

Semipain.  S. 

17 

12 

3 

11 

Sn nderlin^ 

7 

9 

Areas  _ _  Totals 


6 

7 

8 

9 

104 

7 

2 

31 

60 

14 

3 

21  - 

28! 

300 

3 

5 

22 

26 

17 

47 

12 

210 

2 

3 

3 

1 

6 

1 

6 

20 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

12 

1 

5 

6 

5 

7 

1 

26 

82 

9 

11 
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Art  Schaffner,  Leader 
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BIRDING  IN  TIIE  BRITISH  VIRGIN  ISLANDS 
March  4-l6th 


Guano. Island  is  a  mile  and  a  half  volcanic  outcrop  set  in  a  blue  sea  at  the 
northern  tip  of  tho  Lessor  Antilles.  Its  hills  rise  sharply  from  white  crescent 
beaches,  and  from  p?eat  cliffs  where  the  Atlantic  foams:  and  the  Brown  Boobies  make 
their  nests.  The  highest  point  is  BOO  feet,  and  there  are  four  acres  of  flatland. 
The  ruins  of  Quaker  sugarhouses  of  1740  still  stand,  and  hundreds  of  migrating  teal 
and  other  duck  sheltered  in  a  mangrove  swamp  until  it  was  recently  drained.  The 
temperature  averages  80°  and  tho  constant  Trade  winds  make  the  hot  sun  tolerable. 

The  vegetation  is  desert  -  cactus,  sage,  many  small,  twisted  trees,  a  few  holding 
blossoms  on  the  end  of  their  leafless  boughs,  just  greening  with  spring.  Century 
plants  grow  at  the  water* s  edge  with  coconut  pains  and  sea— grape*  Century  plants 
lift  their  great  stalks  from  the  crests  of  the  highest  mountains.  The  bush  is  too 
thick  to  penetrate  without  a  machete,  and  a  bird  chirping  on  the  far  side  of  a  shrub 
by  the  path  is  maddeningly  hidden.  There  is  no  water  except  in  cisterns,  and  wide- 
open,  unscreened  windows  proclaim  a  presumable  lack  of  bugs.  Confused  by  newness, 
and  limited  by  ignorance,  I  probably  saw  only  the  most  obvious  of  the  native  birds 
still  able  to  support  themselves  at  the  end  of  an  exceptionally  arid  dry  season. 

But  there  were  thousands  cf  them.  They  called  from  every  tree,  flew  from  the 
paths,  scared  over  the  bays. 


I  was  surprised  at  the  scarcity  of  secabirds.  True,  we  were  there  during  what 
our  hosts  termed  *bad  weather*  -  i.e,  a  ground  swell  caused  by  storms  in  the  north 
roiled  the  water  and  dispersed  or  hid  the  schools  of  fry.  But  there  were  no  great 
congregations  such  as  we  have  here  with  our  gulls  and  shorebirds  and  wintering  duck. 
From  our  terrace  wc  could  see  Brown  Pelican,  magnificent  in  flight,  or  in  diving 
formation  above  the  bay.  They  soared  over  the  hills,  two  or  three  at  a  time,  on 
their  great  wings,  drifted  over  our  swimming  heads,  their  white  bellies  reflecting 
the  green  water.  They  were  comical  only  when  they  perched  their  great  weight  on 
the  shrubby  hillsides.  The  slender,  crook-winged  Frigate,  or  Hurricane  Birds 
circled  in  the  clear  air,  constantly,  but  never  in  numbers.  More  rarely  a  Tropic 
Bird  flew  out  from  a  distant  headland,  delicate-tailed  and  glistening  white  against 
the  sea.  And  a  day*s  cruise  among  the  islands  would  add  to  this  meager  list  only  a 
Groat  Blue  Heron  on  an  empty  reef,  an  occasional  Tern,  and  a  block  of  Brovm  Boobies, 
quick  and  graceful  as  they  skimmed  the  waves;  cr  dark  and  immobile  against  the 
guano-coated  cliffs  of  their  rookeries.  I  saw  once  a  pair  of  Oyster  catchers  and 
again  a  pair  of  Ruddy  Turnstones. 

For  shore  birds  on  the  Island  we  had  a  pair  of  Little  Blue  Herons  that  daily 
attended  my  pre-breakfast  swim  and  whose  matutinal  tracks  (I  think)  were  those  that 
stalked  from  hole  to  hole  of  the  spiritcrabs  on  the  wet  beach.  A  Belted  Kingfisher, 
and  a  Yellow-Crcwned  Night  Heron  led  me  deliberately  along  the  rocky  shore  one  after- 
noon.  Once,  at  a  tiny  beach,  a  sandpiper  flew  out  from  under  my  feet;  and  on  the 
flatland  I  found  a  pair  teetering  by  a  marshy  spot  as  self-consciously  as  they  might 

on  the  Lake  Erie  shore. 


Land  birds  were  a  different  story.  They  darted,  perched,  screamed,  clicked  on 
every  side.  The  confiding,  warblcr-like  Honey-creepers  built  their  nests  in  the 
boughs  that  overhung  terraces  and  beach  chairs,  drank  from  the  flowers  on  the  table, 
brightened  every  bush.  vTherever  a  tree  or  cactus  or  immortelle  flowered  the 
hummingbirds  were  thick  as  bees,  and  noisier  -  the  tiny  Antillean  Crested  with  its 
ruffled  opalescent  topknot  and  short  beak;  the  large  Enerald-thrcated  with  its 
spectacular  blue;  and  an  inbetween  size  now  pure  gold,  now  glinting  green  in  the  sun, 
to  which  I  could  put  no  label.  Oh  for  a  Peterson  guide,  instead  of  a  book  based  on 

skins  J 


From  tho  dust  of  the 
far  prettier  than  sparrows 


oaths  flew  flocks  of  diminutive  Grassquits,  common  but 
'  -  the  Black-faced  and  Blue-black,  with  their  hen-pecked 
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olive  wives.  These  came  boldly  to  a  feeding  station  I  set  up,  as  did  a  greedy 
Pearly-eyed  Thrasher,  These  Thrashers  are  so  bold  and  disagreeable  that’ the 
children  are  allowed  to  try  to  shoot  thorn,  but  they  pleased  me  by  their  antics  in 
trying  to  strip  the  wild  papayas  of  their  yellow  fruit,  and  by  the  way  they  ripped 
open  the  thin  beanpods  of  the  blackwithe  trees,  leaving  the  lovely,  rosy-red  linings 
cf  the  pods  exposed.  At  no  tino  did  I  see  a  bird  even  investigate  the  water  I  put 
out.  They  must  bo  conditioned  to  going  without  baths  in  a  dry  land. 

The  Kingbirds  wore  the  first  at  dawn,  and  the  last  at  night,  calling  their 
clear  PIPIR  from  a  tree  be3ide  my  bed  and.  waiting  for  the  soft  answer  from  the 
valley  below.  Their  silver  flashed  incessantly  on  the  hillsides.  They  perched  on 
the  bare,  bright  boughs  of  the  loblolly  trees,  as  many  as  six  or  eight  at  a  time; 
hurtling  off  for  food  and  shiilly  chasing  any  intruder.  There  were  two  species  - 
the  heavy-billed  Grey  Kingbird  rath  a  dark  notched  tail,  and  the  slightly  smaller 
Northern  whose  tail  wore  a  white  stripe  but  not  as  clear  or  pretty  a  ’’ruffled 
Petticoat”  as  our  Eastern, 

Next  in  order  numerically  were  probably  the  Doves  -  the  Zenaida  Aurita  much 
like  our  Mourning  Dove,  with  the  same  whistle  and  clap  of  wings  but  v/ith  a  clear 
white  edge  on  the  wings;  and  the  small,  rufous-winged  Ground  Dove,  On  the  mountain 
lived  a  large  blue  pigeon  which  I  saw  from  too  great  a  distance  to  identify.  The 
Doves  were  just  beginning  their  murmurous  Coo-ooo.  On  the  other  hand  the  mocker  had 
ceased  his  singing  the  week  before  we  arrived,  though  occasionally  one  would  try  a 
liquid  note. 

Like  the  land  the  cries  of  most  of  the  birds  were  harsh  and  dry.  Only  once, 
swelling  from  the  green  depths  of  a  small  tree  did  I  hear  a  real  outpouring  of 
melody,  and  it  night  have  come  from  the  lilac  branch  in  my  northern  garden,  where  an 
identical  Yellow  Warbler  sings  in  summer.  No  New  York  State  garden  is  host  to  the 
foolish  Ani  Birds  though  -  parrot-beaked,  floppy-tailed  creatures  that  trail  six  or 
eight  together  through  the  bush,  huddling  together,  always  complaining,  the  comics 
of  the  Island,  Nevertheless  their  blue-black  glistening  in  a  pink-blossomed  dec 
ander  bush  was  a  sight  to  remember. 

These  were  the  birds  in  abundant  numbers  that  we  lived  with.  The  Island 
supported  also  a  pair  of  Sparrow  Hawks  and  a  pair  of  Red-Tailed,  though  the  latter 
nay  have  come  over  from  some  adjacent  territory,  A  half  dozen  Carribean,  or  Purple 
Martin  -  both  names  were  used  -  were  less  frequently  seen.  There  must  be  many  other 
resident  species  on  the  Island  in  the  mountains,  which  I  hope  to  explore  another 
year;  and  many  other  species  at  the  times  of  year  when  water  is  available,  or  during 
migration. 


Erma  J.  Fisk 
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NEW  MEMBERS 


The  Society  welcomes  the  following  new  members: 

Janet  Meokins,  245  V;.  North  Street  -  Buffalo  1,  New  York 
Eleanor  Speer,  50  Argyle  Park  -  Buffalo  22,  New  York 


REGULAR  MEETING  -  September  10th:  Bernard  Nathan  gave  a  report  of  the  Breeding  Bird 

Count  and  Arthur  Schaffner  reported  on  the  Shore  Bird  Count,  An 
open  forum  on  Sparrows  and  Finches  was  led  by  Bernard  Nathan, 
REGULAR  MEETING  —  September  24th:  The  Fall  Duck  Census  was  planned  under  the  able 

leadership  of  R,  Gardner  Griffin,  and  many  members  reported  on 
their  summer  experiences  which  included  trips  to  California, 

Baker  Valley,  Bonaventure  Island,  and  the  South  West, 


TORONTO  TRIP  -  Sunday,  September  7th 

While  the  trip  to  Toronto  did  not  produce  the  much  desired  Buff-breasted 
Sandpiper,  this  disappointment  was  compensated  for,  at  least  in  part,  by  seeing  a 
Little  Gull  and  two  Franklin* s  Gulls,  one  of  which  was  at  the  Peace  Bridge,  A  wave 
of  Warblers  was  also  noteworthy, 

Louise  M.  Mansfield,  Leader 


CORN  ROAST  -  Saturday,  September  13th 

The  weather  was  perfect  for  a  picnic  -  hot  and  clear.  During  the  afternoon  at 
Eden  Pond  we  saw  many  Blue-winged  Teal,  Black  Duck,  and  Killdeer  and  small  numbers 
of  l.Tilson! s  Snipe,  Greater  Yellow-le&s,  Pectoral  Sandpiper,  Stilt  Sandpiper,  Black- 
crowned  Night  Heron,  and  Fiod-billed  Grebe.  At  the  corn  roast  Mr.  &  Mrs.  John 
Bacon  served  fifty-four  of  us  corn  (fresh  from  the  garden),  weiners,  and  all  the 
trimmings  -  all  we  could  eat.  After  sunset  we  sat  around  the  fire  and  sang  until 
the  Screech  Owl  joined  us.  Then  to  home. 

CANADIAN  SHORE  OF  LAKE  ERIE  TRIP  -  Sunday,  September  21st 

The  day  started  cold  and  cloudy.  Our  first  step  was  at  the  Fort  Erie  end  of 
the  Peace  Bridge.  Here  we  saw  the  Franklin* s  Gull  in  a  flock  of  Bonaparte* s  and 
Ring-bills , 

At  Erie  Beach  wc  walked  through  occasional  showers  to  see  a  Peregrine  Falcon, 
o.  Black-billed  Cuckoo,  several  Screech  Owls,  and  many  warblers.  Just  as^we  were 
leaving  we  saw  a  waterspout,  a  vertical  gray  column  of  water  and  air,  which 
extended  from  the  surface  of  the  lake  to  the  overhanging  clouds.  Ue  watched  the 
waterspout  move  slowly  eastward  for  several  minutes  before  it  dissipated  itself. 

At  Yacht  Harbor  we  found  a  dead  Farasitic  Jaeger  on  the  beach.  Although  it 
was  quite  high,  its  plumage  was  in  good  condition.  Ue  could  see  the  white  flash  in 
the  wings  and  evidence  of  the  extended  tail  feathers , 

By  the  time  we  reached  Morgan* s  Point  the  sky  was  partly  clear,  and  the  day 
was  bright,  cold,  dry,  and  windy.  Here  we  saw  many  warblers.  On  the  way  home  we 
failed  to  find  the  Yellow-crowned  Night  Heron,  but  we  did  see  an  American  Egret  at 

Mud  Lake. 

NOTE*  Please  notify  the  circulation  manager,  Mrs.  Edward  P.  Cumniskey,  1759  Hortel 
- ’  Avenue,  Buffalo  16,  New  York,  of  all  changes  of  address. 
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PROGRAM  -  MEETINGS 


Wednesday,  November  12th  -  Anniversary  Meeting.  Dinner  in  the  Museum  Cafeteria 
6:30  P.M,  Colored  moving  pictures  of  the  Galapagos  Islands  Dr* 
Eisamon,  Make  dinner  reservations  with  E.  Praemasslng  •' VZ  3269')" 
87  Linden  Avenue,  Buffalo  14,  N.Y.  by  November  10th,  (Dinner  $2  ,.25 
including  tip) 

Wednesday,  December  10th,  8:00  P.M.  in  the  Humboldt  Room  of  the  Museum  -  Plan 
Christmas  Census.  Leader:  Mrs.  James  Creighton  (EM.  4111)  191 
Highland  Avenue,  Hamburg,  N.Y. 


a- 

j 


FROC-RAWi  -  FIELD  TRIPS 


Sunday,  Nov. 


Sunday,  Nov* 

Sunday,  Nov. 
Sunday,  Dec. 
Sunday,  Dec. 


2  -  Montezuma  Refuge.  Leader:  Richard  Byron  (MO.  2969).  Meet  at  7:00 
A. M.  at  University  Plaza  or  at  7:15  at  Socony  Gas  Station  at 
Ransom  Road  and  Main  Street  in  Clarence, 

16  -  Leroy,  Sc ottsvillc  Area  to  look  for  Red-bellied  Woodpecker.  Meet 
at  University  Plaza  at  7:30  A*M.  For  further  information  call 
Kathryn  Praemassing  (VI,  3289) 

23  -  Willoughby  Marsh.  Meet  at  8:00  A.M.  at  the  Peace  Bridge.  For 
further  information  call  Harold  Mitchell  (VI.  2587) 

7  -  Grand  Island.  Leader:  Ellen  J.  Windsor  (AM.  3570).  Meet  at 
8:00  ArMc  at  Delaware  and  Hertel, 

2^  -  Chri s Unas  Census .  Leader:  Mrs.  James  Creighton  (EM.  4111) 


Winter  field  trips  may  be  cancelled  at  the  discretion  of  the  leader 
because  of  treacherous  driving  or  poor  visibility. 


NOTE:  The  new  treasurer,  Cyril  T,  Wolfling,  West  Wood  Road,  Box  87,  Alden,  N.Y. 
will  be  pleased  to  receive  Membership  Dues  ($1.50)  and  Payment  for  the 
Frothonotary  ($1.00). 


RESEARCH 

Samuel  Johnson,  an  opinionated  man  on  any  subject,  had  a  theory  that  swallows, 
like  frogs,  spent  the  winter  hibernating  in  the  mud  at  the  bottom  of  rivers  and 
lakes.  Unlike  many  of  his  pronouncements,  this  one  was  not  delivered  purely  off 
the  cuff;  the  irascible  doctor  actually  conducted  experiments.  He  captured  a  number 
of  swallows  and  cemented  bits  of  colored  cloth  to  their  tail  feathers.  He  later 
rec  vered  some  of  the  marked  feathers  at  the  waters  edge  and  triumphantly  produced 
then  as  proof  of  his  theory, 

Albert  G*  Ingalls 
Scientific  American 
May  -  1952. 


•  FALCONRY 

Gentle  -  the  female  Peregrine  Falcon. 

Haggard  -  A  hawk  caught  after  acquiring  adult  plumage. 

Tercel  -  (rhymes  with  rehearsal)  -  the  male  of  various  hawks,  especially  of  the 
Peregrine  Falcon  an'''1  the  Goshawk, 

Eyas  —  (rhymes  with  pious)  —  an  unfledged  bird  cr  a  hawk  taken  from  the  nest. 

PLEASE  MAIL  YCUR  RECORDS  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  third  day  of  the  following 
month  to  Mrs.  H.H,  Axtell,  301  West  Utica  St.,  Buffalo  22,  N.Y, 

EDITOR:  Roy  McCann,  799  Potomac  Ave.,  Buffalo  9,  N.Y.  (EL.  6169) 

TREASURER:  Cyril  T.  Wolfling,  Eest  Wood  Road,  Box  87,  Alden,  N.Y. 
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Published  Monthly  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithologicaal  Society 

Buffalo,  New  York 


THE  MONTH 

October  brought  a  touch  of  winter  vrith  snow,  wind  and  cold  temperature.  On  the 
19th  Buffalo  received  half  an  inch  of  snow,  but  outlying  communities  did  better  -  up 
to  4  and  5  inches,  some  sort  of  a  local  record,  \7hat!s  more,  the  mercury  fell  to  a 
low  of  25°  on  the  20th  to  smash  the  record  for  that  date.  All  told,  this  was  the 
seventh  coldest  October  on  the  books,  October  was  also  the  4th  driest  on  record  - 
with  only  ,68  inches  of  rain.  The  average  for  the  month  is  3,69  inches.  The  hazard 
of  fires  closed  many  favorite  birding  areas  as  all  five  county  parks  were  closed  late 
in  the  month,  •  In  the  Forest  Fire  Department  Grand  Island  was  the  main  trouble  spot. 
Hunters  were  generally  blamed  for  all  the  trouble.  As  the  month  closed  ouj^-the 
draught  posed  a  real  threat  to  the  winter  wheat  in  Western  New  York, 

Robert  L,  Mansfield 
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Duck  Count?  Turkey 
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nnmTr.  h  STARLING  SQUABBLE  crops  up  among  London  merchants  &  city  officials.  The 
~  l"tter  'have  b^n  experimenting  with  ultra-sonic  waves  &  electric  shock  wires 
tn  ch-se  awav  thousands  of  the  birds,  which  swarm  over  famed  Trafalgar  Square 
everv^ftemoon  These  efforts  irk  storekeepers  in  nearby  Picadilly  Circus, 
Who  elate  the  move  will  only  divert  the  noisy  starlings  to  their  doorways  & 
window  ledges*  (The  Tfc.ll  Street  Journal) 
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BINOCULARS 


Precision  techniques  and  excellent  materials  allow  today* s  optical  manufacturers 
to  offer  us  the  finest  instruments  yet  known  for  the  pursuit  of  ornithology.  Despite 
this  favorable  condition  the  choice  of  ** field”  glasses  remains  to  many  a  grim 
necessity.  Herein,  I  will  review  some  facts  drawn  from  many  observations.  I  hope 
these  facts  will  help  someone  ”see  clearly” . 


Excellence  of  quality  in  binoculars  is  a  very  difficult  thing  to  ascertain  and 
to  describe.  It  depends  largely  on  one  thing  -  clearness  of  the  optical  system. 
Most  prisms  are  clear  because  of  their  simple  duty  and  construction.  The  complex 
system  of  lenses  is  another  natter.  Clearness  is  a  very  definite  thing,  but,  since 
it  is  judged  by  an  individuals  eyes,  there  are  widely  varied  opinions  about  what  are 
the  ’’best”  glasses. 


What  must  binoculars  have  to  be  clear?  Brightness  is  an  important  factor  for 
one  needs  ample  light  to  see  clearly.  As  a  guide  to  the  brightness  of  an  optical 
instrument  manufacturers  use  the  brightness  figure  -  the  square  of  the  ratio  of  the 
objective  lens  diameter  to  the  magnification.  The  objective  lens  diameter  is 
expressed  in  millimeters.  Tho  magnification  is  the  ratio  of  the  apparent  size  of 
the  image  produced  by  the  binoculars  to  the  size  of  the  object  observed  without  the 
binoculars;  the  magnification  is  expressed  as  6X,  7X,  SX,  etc.  Thus  6X30,  7X35,  and 
8X40  binoculars  all  have  a  brightness  figure  of  5  squared,  or  25.  These  are  wonder¬ 
ful  ’’field”  sizes  both  for  magnification  and  brightness,  I  would  not  advise  going 
below  their  brightness  figure  for  general  use.  In  fact  I  have  found  that  7  X  50 
binoculars  with  their  brightness  figure  of  50  can  be  a  great  aid  to  ease  and  proper 
identification  -  particularly  at  dawn  and  twilight, 

Modern  Ions  coatings  aro  a  must  in  value.  Light  reflected  from  each  surface 
of  an  uncoated  lens  reduces  the  total  amount  of  light  which  reaches  the  observer’s 
eye  by  %  at  each  surface.  Much  of  this  reflected  light  is  again  reflected  by  the 
other  surfaces  in  the  optical  system,  and  some  of  this  light  gets  into  the  image  to 
cause  loss  of  detail;  Lens  coating  reduces  the  amount  of  reflected  light  to  at 
each  surface,  and  increases  the  brightness  of  tho  binoculars  approximately  5 Ofo,  All 
surfaces  should  be  coated. 


Magnification  (within  limits)  is  a  help  to  clearness.  Some  people  carry  high 
powered  binoculars  and  expect  a  cloaror  view.  Contrary  to  this  notion,  high  magni¬ 
fication  can  actually  spoil  any  chance  for  the  desired  clearness.  By  erecting  a 
large  image  one  can  see  the  object  bettor.  However,  ’’seeing”  and  "discerning”  are 
two  different  things.  If  you  know  what  you  are  looking  for,  all  right,  you  can  use 
a  high  magnification.  But,  if  you  are  starting  from  scratch  and  looking  at  some-  .. 
thing  with  little  idea  as  to  its  identity,  you  will  need  brightness  more  than  magni¬ 
fication.  ix s  mentioned  above  brightness  is  inversely  proportional  to  the  square 
of  the  magnification.  Experts  and  professionals  seem  to  graduate  to  higher  magnifi¬ 
cation  for  one  reason;  they  no  longer  need  the  accurate  detail  of  lines  and  colors 
for  identification,  but  depend  more  on  general  recognition  of  patterns  and  behavior. 
Thus  an  expert  with  binoculars  of  high  magnification  can  identify  birds  rapidly  and 
at  a  great  distance.  However,  he  will  not  see  a  clear  image  for  a  long  time  without 
eves train.  For  most  amateurs  6X  or  7X  is  probably  a  good  limit  of  magnificat^  n. 

8X,  9X,  and  10X  binoculars  require  an  expert  observer  or  one  who  wilx  be  looking  for 

short  periods. 

Tho  next  ingredient  for  clearness  is  steadiness.  This  factor  should  be  governed 
scnev’hat  bv  the  Personal  attributes  of  the  observer.  Any  muscular  tremors  in  the 
“  1  ‘a  ___s  are  reflected  in  tho  image  which  he  sees.  The  amount  of 

SrSf^t  on  of  s:  irngc  is  proportional  to  the  magnification  of  the  binoculars. 
For  steadiness  a  magnification  greater  than  8X  is  risky.  The  weight  cf  the  binocu¬ 
lars  may  help  or  hinder  one's  steadiness  depending  cn  his  nerves  and  muscle  tone. 
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The  type  cf  focusing  effects  both  the  steadiness  and  the  speed  of  use.  Indi¬ 
vidual  xc casing  types  arc  claimed  to  be  more  weatherproof?  central  focusing  tyoe-3 
are  claimed  to  have  a  tendency  to  jam.,  However,  due  to  improved  designs.,  neither  cf 
these  cons  ..derations  are  of  much  continued  consequence,,  At  groat  distances  one  can 
use  individual  focusing  with  very  'little  adjustment,  but  at  close  range  binoculars 
require  continual  adj us tnent.  Central  focusing  gets  ny  veto  for  steadiness  and 

spee*...  This  can  be  nest  important  when  precious  tine  is  involved  -  "as  a  Golden 
Eagle  dives  past  the  ridge  «« 

The  _icld  cf  an  optical  instrument  is  the  area  visible  through  the  instrument. 
Standard  fields  are  4 45  foot  at  1000  yards  for  6  x  30,  381  feet  at  1000  yards  for 
7tx  35,  381  feet  at  1000  yards  for  7  x  50,  and  330  feet  at  1000  yards  for  8  x  30 
binoculars.  Special  wide  field  binoculars  are  available,  but  they  are  more  expon- 
sive.  bide  fields  are  525  feet  at  1000  yards  for  7  x  35,  and  445  feet  at  1000  yards 
for  8  x  30„  A  field  rf  381  feet  at  1000  yards  is  good.  Smaller  fields  make 
scanning  difficult. 


Many  peoplo  choose  binoculars  by  the  reputation  of  the  manufacturer.  This 
reputation  usually  reflects  the  quality  of  the  product  although  some  high  pressure 
advertising  would  undo  this  principle.  As  the  lenses  go,  so  will  go  the  prisms, 
frame,  and  focusing  device. 


Sometimes  due  tc  financial  limits  we  are  forced  to  weigh  quality  against  price. 
Last  fall  I  bought  a  binocular  with  what  I  considered  9 0$  of  the  quality  of  the  best 
American  and  German  products,  •  filch  were  selling  for  twice  as  much.  However,  I  will 
buy  one  cf  those  Anorican  or  German  binoculars  as  soon  as  I  can  afford  it.  They  are 
in  my  opinion  the  tops  in  workmanship  [  For  quality  in  an^  product  you  must  pay  the 
price  -  usually  a  high  one.  Good  binoculars  will  repay  you  in  easy  use  and  in 
accurate  observations.  But  whether  you  use  "bottle  bottoms"  or  "diamond  crystals", 
hcre*s  to  good  birding. 

Donald  J.  Ganblo 


HOG  ISLAND.  MAINE 

This  summe  r  I  had  the  opportunity  of  spending  two  weeks  in  June  at  the  Audubon 
Gamp  on  Hog  Island.  Situated  in  Muscongus  Bay,  Hog  Island  is  one  of  the  few  islands 
on  the  Maine  coast  to  have  escaped  exploitation  by  lumber  or  lobster  interests.  It 
has  been  preserved  thru  the  efforts  of  Mrs,  Millicent  Todd  Bingham  and  the  National 
Audubon  Society 5  Mrs.  Bingham  owned  the  island  and  established  it  as  the  Todd  wild¬ 
life  Sanctuary,  after  selling  the  northeastern  point  to  the  Audubon  Society  for  its 
camp.  The  main  purpose  of  the  camp  is  the  education  of  youth  leaders  and  conser¬ 
vationists  in  the  need  for  the  appreciation  and  conservation  of  our  natural  heritage 
so  they  may  spread  the  teachings  to  the  public. 

In  cur  session  there  were  about  45  people  of  all  ages  —  college  students, 

Scout  leaders,  teachers,  conservationists,  camp  counselors,  and  representatives  from 
garden  clubs,  ornithological  and  Audubon  societies.  Everyday  was  full  of  activity 
from  6:30  A.M.  tintil  10; 00  P.M.,  and  everything  was  new,  exciting,  different.  It 
would  be  impossible  for  me  to  even  attempt  to  describe  everything  of  interest,  but 
1*11  try  to  hit  the  highlights. 

The  amount  and  variety  of  bird  life  in  Muscongus  Bay  is  tremendous — Herring 
Gulls,  Black-backed  Gulls,  Laughing  Gulls,  terns,  loons,  cormorants,  guillemots, 
.jnerican  Eiders,  IVhite-wir.ged  Soouers,  American  Scoters,  Ospreys,  Great-blue  Herons, 
Black  crowned  Night  Herons,  Leach's  Petrels,  and  even  an  occasional  Gannet  or  Ruffin. 
The  main  part  of  the  island  is  a  veritable  paradise  fer  nesting  birds  of  all  sorts — 
warblers,  thrushes,  Winter  Wrens,  woodpeckers,  and  a  pair  of  Ospreys.  A  few  obser¬ 
vations  stand  out  in  my  memory— a  Sora  Rail  followed  by  two  black  fuzzy  young 5  an 
adult  cormorant  feeding  its  young;  a  chickadee  nest,  with  eleven  babies ;  two  adult 
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Ospreys  diving  at  one  of  the  instructors  as  he  banded  the  young  in  the  nest;  a  herd 
of  seals,  including  two  pups,  sunning  on  a  rock  two  hundred  feet  away  and  sv/imming 
to  within  twenty  feet  of  our  boat  to  inspect  us;  and  a  rock  cave  carpeted  by  a  rare 
luminescent  moss  which  gave  am  eerie  greenish  glow  to  the  whole  cave. 

One  day  we  took  an  all  day  boat  trip  to  several  of  the  outer  nesting  islands  to 
observe  and  band  gulls,  guillemots,  cormorants  and  petrels.  On  Eastern  Egg  Rock,  a 
predominately  gull  colony,  we  found  two  petrel  nests.  Since  they  make  a  ncsrt  at  the 
end  of  a  two  or  three  foot  tunnel  underground,  petrels  can  be  more  easily  located  by 
the  very  distinctivly  unpleasant  odor  they  give  off.  In  one  burrow  we  found  two 
ad.ult  and  in  the  other,  one.  The  adults  stay  either  in  the  burrow  or  far  out  at  sea 
all  day,  entering  and  leaving  the  nest  under  cover  of  darkness  to  avoid  the  preying 
gulls.  In  holding  a  petrel  in  your  hand,  you  must  be  very  careful  which  way  the 
bird  is  pointed  since,  as  a  protective  measure,  it  can  very  forcefully  spit  out  a 
foul  smelling  oily  substance,  I  learned  this  the  hard  way. 

On  this  island  we  also  flushed  a  female  American  Eider  from  a  nest  containing 
two  eider  and  two  gull  eggs.  The  supposition  was  that  the  Eider  had  taken  over  an 
abandoned  gull  nest,  lined  it  with  down  and  laid  her  eggs  without  bothering  to  re¬ 
move  the  gull  eggs.  The  next  island  we  visited,  Wreck  Island,  had  a  large  heronry 
of  both  Great-blue  and  Black-crowned  Night  Herons.  We  also  discovered  an  Osprey 
nest  with  two  young  which  we  banded,  and  andther  American  Eider  nest.  This  latter 
nest  was  in  some  undergrowth  at  tho  edge  of  the  shore,  and  when  we  found  the  nest 
quite  by  accident,  the  mother  flushed  and  became  entangled  in  the  bushes  so  that  one 
of  the  men  was  able  to  capture  her.  In  the  nest  were  four  downy  young,  about  four 
hours  old,  just  dry  and  ready  to  leave  the  nest.  We  caught  them  all  before  they 
could  escape  to  the  ocean,  and  there  followed  five  minutes  of  delighted  exclamations 
and  furious  photography  before  wg  released  all  five  into  the  ocean.  The  mother 
immediately  dove  and  the  four  babies  headed  straight  out  to  sea,  riding  the  four 
foot  waves  with  the  ease  of  experts. 

There  are  three  courses  offered  at  Hog  Island— insects,  plants,  and  marine  life, 
I  chose  marine  life,  and  our  classes  varied  from  exploring  a  fresh  water  stream  and 
pond  to  dredging  the  ocean  floor  for  sand  dollars,  sea  cucumbers,  and  oceanic  worms, 
We  waded  in  the  tidal  area,  dug  and  steamed  clams  and  periwinkle . snails  (and  ate 
them  too),  and  in  general  studied  the  sea  from  plankton  to  the  giant  Kelp  beds. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  phases  of  the  two  weeks  course  was  the  lectures  and 
classes  on  how  to  present  nature  and  conservation  in  classrooms  and  camps — elementary 
demonstrations  of  soils  and  erosion,  weather  experiments  and  prediction,  ways  of  pre¬ 
serving  specimens  for  collections,  games  about  nature,  and  handicrafts  using  nature 
as  a  model.  The  field  work  was  geared  to  all  levels  and  both  the  beginner  and  the 
advanced  naturalist  could  gain  a  great  deal  from  the  course.  I  personally  gained  t  e 
most  from  the  emphasis  on  the  identification  of  birds  by  song  only.  It  was  a  two 
weeks  which  I  wladly  would  have  stretched  out  to  occupy  the  whole  summer,  and  which 

I  hope  to  repeat  next  year.  Julio 


REGULAR  MEETING  - 


REGULAR  MEETING  - 


October  8th:  Marie  Uendling  gave  very  interesting  reviews  of  the 

following  books:  „  ,  .  . 

Birds  of  Newfoundland  -  Peters  &  Burleigh 

Flamingo  Hunt  -  Zake 

North  to  the  Spring  -  Teal 

Mexican  Birds,  a  First  Impression  -  Sutton 

October  22nd:  A  report  of  the  Fall  Duck  Census  was  given  by  R. 
Gardner  Griffin.  A  very  interesting  symposium  on  Habits  and 
Habitats  of  ’..'inter  Birds  was  led  by  Harold  D.  Mitchell  assisted 
bv  t)r.  Harold  Axtell  and  Bernard  Nathan. 

(62) 
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KAiTK  MOUNTAIN  TRIP 

Saturday  to  Monday',  October  18th  to  20th 


The  fall  always  offers  an  opportunity  for  much  pleasure  to  those  people  who  are 
willing  to  chance  the  uncertainties  of  late  %*©ber  weather  in  the  Southern  tier  area 
of  New  York  and  adjoining  northern  Pennsylvania, 

This  was  proven  on  the  October  18  to  20  weekend  visit,  by  the  B.O.S.  to  Hawk 
Mountain,  a  trip  which  begun  in  a  drizzling  rain  on  Friday  evening  and  ended  in  a 
forty  mile  drive  through  snow  squalls  on  Sunday,  The  only  inclement  weather 
occurred  at  the  start  and  finish  of  the  trip, 

Maurice  Broun  was  at  the  entrance  to  the  mountain  when  we  arrived  at  noon,  en¬ 
grossed  in  the  details  of  caring  for  the  many  visitors.  Later  in  the  day  he  men¬ 
tioned  that  the  more  than  six  hundred  visitors  was  the  largest  number  on  any 
Saturday  weekend.  In  answer  to  our  question  about  the  flight,  he  stated  that  the 
birds  were  few  but  that  a  Golden  Eagle  had  passed  over  about  an  hour  ago. 

The  weather  was  perfect  for  everything  except  the  hawk  flight.  The  air  was 
clear,  the  skies  sunny,  and  the  crowd  congenial*  The  count  for  all  day  Saturday  just 
about  topped  one  hundred,  mostly  Sharp-shinned,  with  a  mixture  of  Red-shouldered, 
Red-tailed  and  Sparrow  Hawks,  A  Marsh  Hawk,  a  few  Coopers  Hawks,  some  Turkey 
Vultures,  and  two  Pigeon  Hawks  completed  the  list. 

The  conditions  on  Sunday  morning  matched  those  of  the  previous  day  except  that 
a  Duck  Hawk  was  added.  Most  of  the  hawks  flew  at  or  below  the  mountain  level  and 
away  to  the  south  we st  out  over  the  Little  Schuylkill  River  Valley. 

We  left  the  mountain  at  about  1:30  P.M.,  just  a  half  hour  too  soon,  as  we  later 
learned  from  Mrs.  McMurtry  who  stayed  over.  In  a  letter,  she  gave  the  news  that  a 
Golden  Eagle  passed  over  at  2:00  o’clock  giving  a  perfect  display  of  all  its  markings 


On  both’ 'days  we  had  Pine  Siskins  and  a  female  Black-throated  Blue  Warbler  that 
fed  on  Mountain  holley  berries  which  grew  just  below  us  amofag  the  rocks. 

On  our  way  home,  late  in  the  afternoon,  near  Blassburg,  Pennsylvania,  we  saw 
soveral  buteos,  soaring  southward,  and  a  flock  of  thirty-two  vultures  circling 
counter  clock— wise  over  a  hill  top  to  the  east  of  highway  number  fifteen. 

The  scarcity  of  hawks  did  not  mar  our  pleasure.  On  that  week-end,  we  exper¬ 
ienced  the  climax  of  autumn  coloring,  in  the  full,  fall  foliage  of  the  tree  covered 
mountains,  in  the  grayish  browns  of  the  fields  below,  in  the  yellows  of  the  brush 
bordering  the  streams,  and  on  the  farms,  the  contour  ploughed  fields,  green  with  the 
new  growth  of  fall  planted  grain  gave  evidence  of  the  start  of  a  new  cycle  in  the 

pageantry  of  the  seasons.  .  _  , 

F  °  J  E.  G.  Ulrich,  Leader 

THIS  ARTICLE  REPLACES  OTHER  ARTICLE  ON  THE  TORONTO  FIELD  TRIP  -  OCTOBER  26th  - 

The  B.O.S.  Trip  to  Toronto  on  October  26th  was  attended  by  eleven  members.  The 
trip  was  a#success  in  that  we  were  able  to  see  a  Snw-whet  Owl,  our  objective.  ^ Frank 
Smith,  a  Toronto  bander,  had  one  located  and  waiting  when  we  arrived ,  After  the 
bird  had  been  viewed  on  its  porch  by  the  members  of  the  party,  Mr.  Smith  snared  the 
owl  with  a  short  pole  and  loop.  The  bird,  while  rather  docile  m  hand,  gave  Dr. 
Dord.on  Uhite  some  trouble  when  he  tried  to  photograph  it,  even  escaping  momentarily, 
w-r  Tones  Baillie  our  leader  in  Toronto,  then  showed  how  easily  these  birds  can 

bewled^hen  he  recaptured/ it,  by  simply  picking  it  up  from  the  perch 
to  which  it  had  flotm.  The  little  fellow  seemed  toon  joy  being  Pett.d  on  head 
by  some  of  the  party,  ill  of  those  present  were  able  to  got  an  excellent 
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highly  colored  owl,  and  at  the  sane  tine  acquainted  themselves  with  its  habits 
^ •  Smith  and  Mr,  Baillie  explained  then.  The  balance  of  the  day  was  used  to 
visit  some  of  the  better  birding  spots  in  the  neighborhood. 

'  * 

Hanes  Braunbems 

•  . 

v 

PROGRAM-! 1SETINGS 

Regular  meetings  are  at  8:00  P.1.1,  on  Wednesday  in  the  Humboldt  Roon  of  the  Buffalo 
Museum  of  Science, 

'  December  10th  -  Plans  for  the  Christmas  Census.  Leader:  Mrs.  James  Creighton, 

(EM,  4H1),  191  Highland  Ave.,  Hamburg,  New  York. 

January  14th  -  .  Report  of  the  Christmas  Census  -  Leader:  Mrs.  Creighton.  High¬ 
lights  of  the  A.O.U,  Meeting  in  Louisiana  -  Uinston  and  Sylvia 
Brockner, 


PROGR;  iM-FIELD  TRIPS 

December  7th  -  Grand  Island.  Leader:  Ellen  J.  Windsor  (AM.  3570).  Meet  at 
8; 00  A.M,  at  Delaware  and  Hertel. 

December  21st  -  Christmas  Census.  Leader:  Mrs.  James  Creighton  (EM.  4111) 
191  Highland  Ave,,  Hamburg,  N.Y. 

January  4th  -  Niagara  Loop.  Leader:  Alice  Ulrich  (PA.  8896),  Meet  at 
8:00  A.M.  at  the  foot  of  Ferry  St, 

January  11th  -  Lake  Ontario  Shore  -  Shadigee  to  Point  Breeze.  Loader: 

Uinston  Brockner  (EL.  6888).  Meet  at  8:00  A.M.  at  University  Plaza, 
Main  St.  at  City  Line. 

January  18th  -  Casdade  Park  near  Springville  and  nearby  area  to  see  Pileated 
Woodpecker,  Snow  Buntings,  etc.  Leader  and  meeting  place  to  be 
announced, 

January  25th  -  Rochester  Area.  Leader  and  meeting  place  to  be  announced. 


Sunday, 

Sunday, 

Sunday, 

Sunday, 

Sunday, 

Sunday, 


MOON  MADNESS 


City  folks,  I  believe,  are  not  treated  to  the  Moon-Madness  of  some  birds  to  the 
extent  that  country  people  are  so  "privileged".  I  have  noted  every  night  of  bright 
moonlight  here  in  Southern  California  -  and  never  have  I  seen  brighter  moonlight  - 
as  bright  as  day  -  the  Killdeer  (Oxyechus  vociferus  vociferus)  "vociferates"  all 
during  the  period  of  brightness.  That  means  these  nights  when  the  moon  rises  early, 
they  fly  vigorously  and  sheut  even  more  vigorously  until  about  3  A.M,  I  cannot  say 
that  after  hours  of  wakefulness  I  particularly  like  it  I  Yet  there  is  a  singular 
wildness  about  it  that  is  not  so  evident  in  their  daytime  noisiness.  Whether  or  not 
the  Killdeer  awakens  other  birds  I  do  not  know,  but  about  2:45  this  morning 
(October  5th)  a  Mockingbird  sang  and  I  have  heard  from  time  to  time  other  birds 
sleepily  uttering  a  few  notes. 


Mildred  E.  Baker 


Please  mail  your  records  for  each  month  not  later  tha  n  the  third  day  of  the 
following  month  to  Mrs.  H.  H.  Axtell,  301  West  Utica  St.,  Buffalo  22,  N.Y. 

EDITOR:  Ray  McCann,  799  Potomac  Ave.,  Buffalo  9,  New  York  (EL,  6169) 

TREASURER:  Cyril  T*  Uolfling,  West  Wood  Road,  Box  87,  Alden,  Now  York. 
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Buffalo,  New  York 


THE  MONTH 

Zero  visibility  -  100^  humidity  -  smog  -  snow  -  rain  made  November  difficult 
for  bird  observations!  Public  lands  and  parks,  closed  because  of  the  October  drought, 
were  reopened  as  rain  and  snow  fell  over  the  area  on  the  2nd  -  accompanied  by  a 
blanket  of  forest  fire  smoke  from  as  far  south  as  Tennessee,  Near  zero  visibility 
hampered  airplane  flights  and  virtually  blotted  out  the  sun.  A  dense  fog  formed 
quickly  Sunday  evening,  the  16th,  and  disrupted  all  travel.  The  fog  brought  visibil¬ 
ity  to  zero  at  the  Buffalo  Airport  less  than  90  minutes  after  it  be^an  to  move  in. 
Weather  experts  st:tod  the  fcg  ras  the  result  of  a  saturated  air  condition  which 
caused  10G^  humidity.  It  remained  over  the  area  because  winds  were  not  strong 
enough  to  push  it  away.  A  Thanksgiving  Day  snow  storm  brought  from  6"  to  8n  of  snow 
to.  the  aity  area  and  continued  heavy  south  of  the  city  until  the  28th.  The  month 
averaged  4.4°  above  normal  -  about  as  much  above  normal  as  October  was  below. 


Robert  L.  Mansfield 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 
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Rew,  Gamble 
Fisk 

Ulrich  et  al 
Mitchell  et  al 
(BOS  Trip) 

Axtells 

Mitchell  et  al 
(BOS  Trip) 
Schaffner  et  al 
Mitchell  et  al 
Greene 
Axtells 
Greene 

Mitchell  et  al 
Schaffner 
Fisk,  Thorpe 
Schaffner,  Nathan 
Mitchell  et  al 
(BOS  Trip) 

Rew,  Gamble 
Schaffner,  Nathan, 
Wright 

Schaffner, Frederick 
Mitchell,  Schaffner, 
et  al  (BOS  Trip) 
Seeber,  Kivett  et  al 
Nathan,  Schaffner 
Nathan,  Emerson  et  al 
Brockner 
Axtells 

Rew  et  al  (Aud.  Trip^ 

Brockner  et  al 

(BOS  Trip) 
Ailing  rep.  Knight 
Rew,  Gamble 
Brockner  et  al 

(BOS  Trip) 
Brockner  et  al 

(BOS  Trip) 

tt  tt  tt 
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Carolina  Wren 

Nov 

.  15,16 

1,1 

Rose  Hill,  Ont 

Lcng-b.  Marsh  Wren 

♦t 

22 

1 

East  Aurora 

it 

9L 

1 

Grand  Island 

Brown  Thrasher 

it 

8L 

1 

Tifft  St. 

Bluebird  . 

it 

8 

1 

Eric  Beach, Ont 

n 

16L 

1 

Avon 

Ruby-cr.  Kinglet 

n 

1 

1 

Tifft  St. 

Pipit 

u 

8L 

1 

Erie  Beach, Ont 

it 

3 

Pt,  Abino,0nt, 

Shrike 

tt 

16L 

10 

Buffalo  to  Oak 
Orcha] 

Tt 

15F 

1 

Rose  Hill,  Ont, 

Yellow  Warbler 

It 

17 

1 

Hamburg 

W.  Palm  Warbler 

tt 

17L 

1 

Tifft  St. 

^Kentucky  Warbler 

tt 

2 

1 

Lewiston 

Rusty  Blackbird 

tt 

29L 

3 

Squaw  Island 

Bronzed  Grackle 

tt 

15L 

1 

Mud  Lake, Ont. 

Evening  Grosbeak 

tt 

15 

2 

Hamburg 

tt 

24 

10 

Wellsville 

Purple  Finch 

tt 

23L 

1 

Buffalo 

Common  Redpoll 

n 

3  OF 

1 

Beaver  Island 

Eastern  Towhee 

tt 

9 

1 

Youngstown 

t! 

11L 

1 

Grand  Island 

Chipping  Sparrow 

tt 

2L 

1 

Squaw  Island 

Field  Sparrow 

It 

16 

1 

Rose  Hill,  Ont. 

tt 

20L 

2 

tt  tt  it 

Wh.-ci,  Sparrow 

tt 

1L 

2 

Delaware  Park 

Fox  Sparrow 

tt 

8 

2 

Erie  Beach, Ont. 

It 

9 

1 (dead ) 

Niagara  Gorge 

tt 

16l 

1 

Squaw  Island 

Snow  Bunting 

tt 

16 

1 

Bumtship  Creek 

Fisk 

Wild 

Brockner 

tt 

Schaffner 
Brockner  et  al 
(BOS  Trip) 
Mitchell 
Schaffner 

Rew  et  al  (Aud.  Trip) 
Brockner  et  al 
(BOS  TUip) 

Fisk 

Bacons,  Klabundes, 
Avery,  Axtell 
Schaffner 

Klabunde,  Vaughan  etal 
Schaffner,  Nathan 
Rew  et  al  (Aud.  Trip) 

A  very 
McMurtry 
Nathan 
Greene 

Thorpe,  Nathan, 
Schaffner 
Knight,  Mansfield 
Nathan,  Schaffner 
Fisk 

Schaffner 

Mitchell 

Schaffner 

tt 

Axtells 

it 


Previously  reported  259 

Added  this  month  2 

1952  Total  to  date  2&1 


FALL  DUCK  CENSUS 


The  eighteenth  annual  f.-ll  duck  census  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society 
was  held  on  October  12,  1952.  Tv enty-feur  territories  were  covered  with  ninety- two 
observers  participating.  The  general  comment  from  participants  v/as  nn  beautiful 
day  in  October  to  spend  in  the  field”.  Many  territories  experienced  a  slight  fog  in 
the  early  morning,  but  generally  the  - day  was  bright  and  sunny 'with-- a  twenty-seven 
mile  per  hour  south-west  wind.  The  average  temperature  was  fifty-one  degrees,  one 
degree  less  than  normal. 


The  list  which  follows  indicates  over  SB, 000  individuals,  including  133  species. 
In  addition  to  these  birds,  nearly  88,000  unidentified  birds  were  reported.  Most  of 
the  unidentified  birds  were  in  flocks  of  ducks  far  cut  on  the  lakes  or  in  large 
flocks  of  blackbirds  passing  overhead. 


Nineteen  species  of  ducks  were  reported,  with  a  satisfactory  count  of  surface¬ 
feeding  ducks  but  a  low  count  of  the  diving  ducks.  The  506  Mallards  made  an  all 
tine  high  count  for  fall  censuses.  The  counts  of  Green-winged  Teal,  Blue-winged 
Teal,  American  Widgeon,  Ring-necked  Duck,  and  Wood  Duck  were  each  second  highest. 
The  Scaup  count  was  unusually  low. 
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806  Canada  Geese  made  the  third  highest  count  comparing  with  1033  in  1950  ohd  932  in 
1941*  Pied-billed  Grebes  numbered  369  which  is  way  above  the  previous  high  of  216 
in  1946#  Now  high  counts  for  regularly  recorded  fall  census  species  include  those 
for  the  Pied-billed  Grebe,  Mallard,  Sharp-shinned  Hawk,  Red-tailed  Hawk,  Marsh  Hawk, 
Sparrow  Hawk,  Mourning  Dove,  Downy  Woodpecker,  Belted  Kingfisher,  Tree  Swallow,  Blue 
Jay,  Robin,  Myrtle  Warbler  (8S8  compared  with  603  in  1937),  Cardinal,  Goldfinch, 
Eastern  Towhce,  and  White-throated  Sparrow. 


We  had  several  first  reports.  Bob  Andrle  saw  the  Raven  flying  near  the  gravel 
pit  at  Irving.  This  bird  has  been  reported  in  the  western  New  York  area  only  three 
or  four  tines  since  1875.  The  McCanns  added  4  Wild  Turkeys  from  Allegany  State  Park 
to  the  list  firstsNcteworthy  second  reports  are  the  four  V/histling  Swans  flying  over 
the  area  near  the  Starling  nroostM  in  Jamestown,  reported  by  Lenna,  and  the  Scarlet 
Tanagcr  by  Harold  Mitchell.  The  Golden  Plover  count  of  sixty-seven  was  a  high  oount 
Fifty-five  were  counted  on  Grand  Island  by  Mary  Louise  Emerson  and  her  party,  ten  7 
were  reported  by  Clark  Beardslee,  and  two  by  the  Ullrichs. 


List  of  Territories 

A.  Canadian  Shore  of  Lake  Erie,  Fort  Erie  to  Port  Colborne 
Braunberns 

B.  £ort  Colborne,  Ont.  to  Rockhouse  Pt.  to  Mud  Lake  via  canal  feeder 
Mitchell,  Wright,  Green 

C.  Rockhouse  Pt.  to  Dunnville  Marsh,  Grand  River  and  inland 
Nathan,  Thorpe,  Boeck 

D.  Canadian  side  of  Niagara  River,  Fort  Erie  to  Niagara  Falls  and  inland 
Almendingc-r.  Savage 

E.  Canadian  side  of  Niagara  River,  Niagara  Falls  to  Lake  Ontario,  west  to  Port 
Weller,  south  inland 

Beardslee 

F.  Grand  Island,  North  of  Whitehaven  Rd. 

Emerson ,  Faul,  Graham,  Rices 

G.  Grand  Island,  South  of  Whitehaven  Rd. 

Praemas sings.  Facklan  # 

H.  American  side  of  Niagara  River,  Bird  Island  to  Niagara  Falls,  including  inland 

areas  and  feeding  stations 

Heilborns,  Davis  ,  ,  . 

X,  American  side  of  Niagara  River,  Niagara  Falls  to  Lake  Ontario,  east  to  Wilson 

Klabundes 

J.  Lake  Ontario  Shore,  Wilson  to  Pt.  Breeze 

K.  South  Park,  Buffalo  Harbor,  Tifft  St.  to  Ferry  St. 

Webster,  Tillc-y 

KK.  Delaware  Park,  Forest  Lawn  Cemetery 
Mansfield.  Knight,  Meyer 

L.  Oak  Orchard 

Ulrichs ,  Cunniskeys,  Arricks,  Stains,  Boynton,  Lovelace 

M.  South  Shore  of  Lake  Erie  from  Tifft  St.  to  Dunkirk 
Andrle,  Yates 

N.  Dunkirk-Fredonia,  Berr  Lake  and  Cassadaga  Laxes 

Stanleys.  Schober,  Meiethcffer,  Clark  .  „ _ u 

O.  SouthDayton,  Kent  Sv.dtfli,  !Md  Lakes,  Forestville  to  Cherry  Creek 

Rew,  Norton  .  . 

P-  M  “orfoK6^:  custarson,  Ahrens, 

Lenna,  Lockwood,  Robinson 

Q,  Allegany  State  Park  and  East  Randolph  areas 

McCanns 

R.  East  Aurora,  Orchard  Park  and  Emery  Park 

SZIons  (g8) 
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S.  Hamburg,  East  Eden  and  area  South 
Bacons,  Brettles,  Avorys,  Griffins 

T.  Beaver  Meadow  Sanctuary,  Rushfcrd  Lake,  Crystal  Lake 
Turner «  Janes,  McShanos 

U.  Wellsville,  Cuba  Lake,  Shongo,  Boahga  Club 
McMurtry.  Schaffner,  Meyer 

V.  Silver  Lake,  Letchworth  Park,  Castile,  Silver  Springs 
Brockner 

,  W.  Rochester  area,  including  Braddock's  Bay,  Shore  Acres,  and  Hanlin  Beach  State 
Park 

X.  Batavia  vicinity,  including  Horseshoe  Lake,  LaGrange  Lake,  Nu  Lake,  Lake  LeRoy 
County  Hone  Forest 

Pixlcy,  Annabels,  Masons,  Sr.,  Masons,  Jr. 
y,  Gainesville  and  vicinity 
Snith 


Bird  List 


f  Species 

*- 

Total 

Territory 

Species 

Total 

Territory 

Conncn  Loon 

2 

B,I 

Sharp-sh.  Hawk 

8 

Homed  Grebe 

55 

Cooper1 s  Hawk 

6 

K,R,U 

Bied-billed  Grebe 

369 

1 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

17 

D .  -cr .  C  emigrant 

2 

H 

Red-should.  Hawk 

3 

L,T 

Great  Blue  Heron 

52 

Bald  Eagle 

2 

D,U 

Green  Heron 

4 

F,M,N 

marsh  Hawk 

29 

B.~cr.  Night  Heron 

19 

KK,N 

Osprey 

2 

C,L 

Ancr.  Bittern 

6 

Sparrow  Hawk 

36 

Whistling  Swan 

4 

P 

Ruffed  Grouse 

8 

N,U 

Canada  Goose 

806 

j 

Pheasant 

176 

Mallard 

506 

Turkey 

4 

Q 

Black  Duck 

587 

! 

Virginia  Rail 

1 

F 

Gadwall 

1 

V 

Sora 

2 

L,P 

Pintail 

80 

i 

Florida  Gallinule 

11 

C,F,L 

Groen-w.  Teal 

69 

Coot 

2761 

Blue-w.  Teal 

216 

Ringed  Plover 

4 

A,B,C 

American  Widgeon 

681 

Killdeer 

559 

Wood  Duck 

228 

Golden  Plover 

67 

F,H,L 

Redhead 

54 

N,P,X 

Black-bell.  Plover 

19 

C,L 

Ring-necked  Duck 

46 

I,P,X 

Woodcock 

3 

G 

Canvas-back 

30 

C,H,K,P 

Wilson's  Snipe 

43 

Greater  Scaup 

30 

B 

Spotted  Sandpiper 

1 

M 

Lesser  Scaup 

125 

E,N,P,X 

Greater  Yellow-legs 

16 

B,D,F,V 

Surf  Scoter 

2 

B 

Lesser  Yellow-legs 

4 

E,S,V 

Aner.  Scoter 

10 

A,B,D 

Pectcral  Sandpiper 

11 

Ruddy  Duck 

6 

N,P 

Least  Sandpiper 

1 

A 

Hooded  Merganser 

1 

I 

Red-bkd e  Sandpiper 

22 

A,b ,C ,F 

American  Merganser 

2 

D,P 

Sanderling 

12 

A,B  ,C 

Rod-br.  Merganser 

14 

C 

Gt.  Black-b,  Gull 

2 

B,I 

Turkey  Vulture 

7 

L,U,Q>X 

Herring  Gull 

952 

(89) 
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Total 

Territory 

Ring-b,  Gull 

1934 

Bonaparte Ts  Gull 

109 

Common  Torn 

46 

D,H 

Rock  Dove 

305 

Mourning  Dove 

137 

Screech  Owl 

1 

I 

Great  Horned  Owl 

1 

L 

Belted  Kingfisher 

49 

Flicker 

49 

Red-headed  woodpecker  1 

V 

Yell ow-b .  Sapsucker 

1 

Y 

Hairy  Woodpecker 

13 

Downy  woodpecker 

75 

Phoebe 

23 

Prairie  Horn.  Lark 

153 

Tree  Swallow 

29 

D 

Rough-w,  Swallow 

30 

B,D 

Blue  Jay 

197 

Raven 

1 

M 

Crow 

880 

Black-c,  Chickadee 

337 

Tufted  Titmouse 

2 

U 

White-br .  Nuthatch 

34 

Red-br.  Nuthatch 

10 

Brown  Creeper 

32 

House  Wren 

2 

B,E 

Winter  Wren 

12 

Long-b,  Marsh  Wren 

3 

G 

Brown  Thrasher 

1 

P 

Robin 

1853 

Hermit  Thrush 

42 

Bluebird 

146 

Gclden-cr,  Kinglet 

499 

Ruby-or.  Kinglet 

134 

Pipit 

234 

Cedar  Waxwing 

209 

Starling  50,813 

Species 

Total 

Territory 

Solitary  Vireo 

1 

I 

Red-eyed  Vireo 

2 

B,M 

Tennessee  Warbler 

2 

B,M 

Nashville  Warbler 

1 

P 

Magnolia  Warbler 

8 

A,I,T,Y 

Capcfo  May  Warbler 

3 

M,S,U 

Bl.-thr.  Gr.  Warbler 

1 

B 

Chestnut-s.  Warbler 

5 

C,I,M 

Black-poll  Warbler 

11 

W.  Palm  Warbler 

2 

A,  C 

0o  m.  Yellowthrcat 

2 

S 

Redstart 

3 

C,I,P 

House  Sparrow 

2966 

Meadowlark 

234 

Red-w,  Blackbird 

8353 

Rusty  Blackbird 

1641 

Bronzed  Grackle 

1824 

Cowbird 

1005 

Scarlet  Tanager 

1 

B 

Cardinal 

35 

Purple  Finch 

3 

Q 

Pine  Siskin 

10 

U 

Goldfinch 

907 

Eastern  Towhee 

27 

Savannah  Sparrow7 

24 

Vesper  Sparrow 

109 

Slate-col.  Junco 

1294 

Chipping  Sparrow 

53 

Field  Sparrow 

48 

Wh.-cr.  Sparrow 

63 

Wh.-thr.  Sparrow 

993 

Fox  Sparrow 

26 

Swamp  Sparrow 

58 

Song  Sparrow 

625 

# - #  insert  - 

Bl.-thr.  Blue  Wrarbler  1 

C 

Myrtle  Warbler 

888 

Gardner  and  Edwina  Griffin 


JUNGLE  RIVER 

we  had  already  spent  ten  days  in  Guatemala,  visiting  highland  villages  and 
lakes,  and  I  had  been  greatly  disappointed  in  the  scarcity  of  birds.  True,  the 
Great-tailed  Gracklos  were  common  and  the  Black  Vulture  sanitation  squads  were 
always  present,  but  other  birds  were  few  and  far  between.  It  was  a  very  rare 
occasion  when  a  bird  was  visible  from  the  road.  I  attribute  this  lack  of  birds  at 
least  partially  to  shooting.  On  many  occasions  I  saw  the  native  men  and  beys  shoot 
at  birds  which  could  not  possibly  be  eaten,  apparently  for  the  thrill  of  having  a 
living  target. 

We  had  spent  the  past  two  days  in  reaching  the  Rio  Polochii.  From  Guatemala 
City  we  had  flown  to  Cobdn,  There  we  took  a  native  bus,  crowded  to  the  point  of 
bursting,  to  Pancajche;  there  we  boarded  a  little,  narrow-gauge,  wood-burning  train 
to  Panzos,  where  we  srent  the  night  at  a  railroad  guest-house  with  exceedingly 

(90) 
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primitive  acconnodatiSns ,  All  that  night  we  heard  roaring,  which  I  attributed  to 
alligators  or  crocodiles,  but  we  were  assured  in  the  morning  that  monkeys  had  caused 
the  uproar. 

At  6  A.M,  we  boarded  a  small  launch  to  cruise  down  the  Rio  Polechic.  Two 
canvas  chairs  were  placed  in  front  of  the  pilot* s  cabin,  and  there  my  friend  and  I 
!  sat  in  state,  while  the  natives  were  only  permitted  on  the  lower  deck.  I  remarked 
I  that  I  felt  like  Cleopatra  on  her  barge  with  perfumed  sails  and  poop  of  beaten  gold. 

That,  I  admit,  was  stretching  it  a  bit.  Moreover,  I  decided  I  would  not  want 
1  to  be  Cleopatra,  for  I  qn  sure  she  could  net  concentrate  on  birds  if  she  had  to 
;  think  always  of  her  appearance.  Birders  are  notorious,  I  find,  in  advocating  con- 
fortable  clothing. 

The  early  hour,  still  almost  dark,  was  especially  propitious;  Chachalacas 
|  started  their  resounding  rhythms  -  one  group  here  would  be  answered  by  a  group  in 
the  distance.  Herons  flew  up  cr  down  stream.  In  the  course  of  the  day  I  identified 
the  huge  Chestnut-bellied  or  Agami  Heron,  Little  Blue,  Green  and  Louisiana  Herons 
and  American  and  Snowy  Egrets.  A  Limpkin  added  his  voice  to  the  clamor.  A  bird  of 
1  the  goatsucker  family  called,  but  I  could  not  identify  it;  the  nUhip,!  syllable  was 
;  much  prolonged,  followed  by  a  quite  normal  ’’Poor  Kill” .  It  was  some  time  before  I 
1  awoke  to  the  fact  that  the  big  kingfishers  I  was  seeing  were  not  merely  magnified  by 
;  the  early  morning  light  -  they  really  were  huge,  and  were  the  Ringed.  Handsome 
fellows  that  they  were,  they  had  as  fellows  the  Belted  and  the  Green  Kingfishers. 

From  the  undergrowth  along  the  shore  a  large  rail  emerged.  The  breast  looked 
almost  purplish,  but  actually  was  rufeus-buff,  Sutton’s  new  book  on  Mexican  Birds 
cane  in  handy  (it  was  my  Bible  throughout  the  trip),  and  I  was  able  to  identify  the 
Groy-necked  Uood-rail,  Soon  two  queer— looking  birds  appeared  along  the  water  *  s 
edge,  COULD  they  be  Burrowing  Owls  bobbing  gravely  at  us?  As  far  as  I  could  see, 
they  could  be  nothing  else,  but  what  a  weird  place  to  find  then! 


Chugging  aling  this  peaceful  river  with  the  jungle  closing  in  cn  both  sides, 
there  was  never  a  dull  moment .  Uc  passed  close  to  an  Alligator  or  crocodile  (I 
could  not  be  sure  which).  Ma$iy  monkeys  were  seen  high  in  the  trees.  They  we  saw  a 
huge  crested  bird  perched  in  a  tree.  Instantly  I  thought  of  Sutton’s  experience 
with  the  Faisan  Real  or  Great  Curassow,  but  was  the  locale  right?  Yes,  tropical 
forests.  I  had  been  confused  because  he  found  it  in  mountain  country.  About  three 
foot  long,  it  stood  upright  on  tho  limb,  looking  like  a  small  turkey. 

Birds  were  coming  thick  and  fast  now  and  ny  block  pressure  kept  mounting.  An 
extremely  odd  bird  caused  us  to  ask  the  pilot  what  it  was.  ’’Garsa”,  we  understood 
him  to  say.  Chocking  the  book  wo  found  it  to  be  the  Boat-billed  Heron.  No  respec¬ 
table  heron  should  have  such  a  beak  l 


A  flash  of  scarlet  attracted  my  eye  -  a  Crimson-collared  Grosbeak.  It  was 
hard  to  see  those  scalier  birds  in  the  dense  foliage.  Mangrove  Swallows  flitted 
over  the  water;  Mexican  Ccrnorants  flow  up  and  down  stream.  And  THEN  -a  HUGE  white 
bird  flow  over-head.  My  first  thought  was  of  a  ’..’hooping  Crane,  but  as  itcone  closer 
I  realized  it  was  not  and  made  careful  note  of  its  all-white  bo  .y,  naked  black  one 
and  nock,  and  red  banded  forehead.  That  was  what  Sutton  said  about  the  Jabiru  Stork, 
and  I  was  sure  I  had  seen  the  bird  before  in  zoos.  In  fact,  this  whole  trip  seemed 
like  o as sine  through  a  zoo,  with  the  sad  exception  that  hone  of  the  exhibits  bore 

labels  * 

-^  t  „„s  +  V.,  t  gtran.-e  reotilian-looking  creature?  As  it  flew  off  and  alighted 
in  a  fur ther-S tree,  fhada  ~ood  look  at  it,  -  a  Banded  Tiger  Bittern,  which  fixed 

us  AtTns  fishy’eyc.  Now'two  swallow-tailed  birds  I^never 

seen  any  Tropic  Birds  before,  I  knew  at  once  ey  were  onDtly  '  since  ny 

was  very  seldom  that  I  could  identify  a  strange  species  s ^promptly.  Since  ny 
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return  hone  I  have  spent  many  Ion  ;  hours  trying  to  identify  more  birds  on  which  I 
took  copious  notes.  Possibly  visits  to  museums  and  sc  os  will  be  of  assistance 
along  this  line.  This  after  all  was  my  first  truly  tropical  hireling  experience. 

There  seemed  to  bo  very  few  birds  along  the  water-line,  but  occasionally  one 
would  cone  out,  A  l.hite* •faced  Quail  Dove  appeared  from  the  undergrowth  now*  In 
the  course  of  the  day  a  few  members  of  the  hawk  family  were  seen  -  a  White-tailed 
Kite,  Harris  Hawk,  and  the  Mexican  Black  Hawk, 

It  was  late  afternoon  by  the  tine  we  entered  Lake  Izabal,  There  we  made  a 
stop  at  El  Ester,  where  many  years  ago  a  European  established  a  store  and  called  the 
spot  simply  The  Store,  The  name  was  adopted  by  the  natives  and  it  is  now  a  little 
settlement.  In  the  vicinity  were  many  Muscovy  Ducks,  many  with  little  family 
flotillas.  On  the  lake  were  Brown  Pelicans,  a  Western  Grebe,  Royal  ferns,  Laughing 
Gulls,  Coots  and  an  Osprey.  As  we  neared  the  shore  about  5; 30  peM,„  literally 
hundreds  of  Cormorants  passed  us,  flying  inland  from  their  fishing  along  the  coast. 
They  flew  in  groups  of  twenty  or  so.  Before  it  was  quite  dark  we  spotted  two 
unusual  birds  in  a  nearby  troo  -  yes ,  they  were  Toucans  l  They  were  the  Keel-billed 
or  Banana-billed  Toucans  -  birds  I  had  thought  existed  only  in  zoos \ 


The  lake,  a  large  one,  was  finally  negotiated,  and  we  entered  the  Rio  Dulce. 

This  too  would  have  been  fertile  birding  territory,  but  it  was  now  quite  dark  and 
all  life  had  quieted  down,  so  we  too  relaxed.  It  had  been  an  emotionally  strenuous 
day.  One  bird  which  had  been  quite  common  along  the  way  had  been  the  Mexican 
Cacique,  We  had  seen  probably  hundreds  of  their  huge  pendant  nests  in  the  trees  and 
had  noted  many  cf  the  birds  entering  and  leaving  the  nests. 

Darkness  really  descended  now.  At  Livingston  on  the  Caribbean  Sea,  we  trans¬ 
ferred  to  a  tiny  sea-going  tug,  which  took  us  to  Puerto  Barries.  The  next  day  we 
boarded  a  train  to  return  to  Guatemala  City,  Jungle  River  -  would  I  ever  be  able  to 
recapture  the  thrills  of  my  first  experience  in  birding  in  such  a  radically  different 
locale  ? 

Mildred  E.  Baker 


ANNIVERSARY  MEETING  AND  DINNER  -  November  12 

Dr.  J,  R.  Eisaman  showed  colored  moving  pictures  of  the  Galapagos  Islands  and 
described  the  people,  animals,  and  plants  cf  the  Islands.  Many  of  us  were  surprised 
to  see  the  lush  vegetation  at  the  higher  altitudes  of  those  volcanic  islands.  The 
pictures  reminded  us  that  the  Galapagos  Islands  were  the  location  of  Darwin^s  early 
work  on  the  theory  of  evolution.  Particularly  interesting  pictures .were  those  of 
the  Flightless  Cormorants,  Blue-footed  Boobies,  penguins,  pelicans,  Frigate  uircs, 
marine  iguanas,  Galapagos  tortoises,  sea  turtles,  and  a  bright  red— yellow— and  white 
crab  (Graspus  graspus  graspus ) , 


LFPOY  TRIP  -  Sunday „  November  16 

Seven  members  had  a  very  delightful  trip  on  November  16th  to  the  old  Hazelton 

Farm  at  Leroy,  thence  to  Avon  and  back  to  Buffalo  via  Oak  Orchard  Swamp, ^  The  day 

was  warn,  with  beautiful  weather  for  this  time  of  the  year.  In  the  morning,  we 

thoroughly  enjoyed  a  hike  over  the  favorite  trails  followed  by  our  beloved  late  Fred 

Hazelton.  be  missed  the  Rod-bellied  Woodpecker  hero  but  found  it  in  the  afternoon 

at  Avon,  as  we 11  as  a  handsome  adult  Bald  Eagle, 

* ’  Winston  Urn.  Brockner,  Leader 
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GRID  ISLAND  &  NIAGARA  Ft'XLS  TRTP_ //^Sunday. Jfovembcr  23 


On  November  23  cur  schedule  had  called  for  a  trip  to  Willoughby  Harsh.  How¬ 
ever,  inasmuch  as  Mr.  Tulinoff  could  not  lead  this  trip,  and  as  we  desired  that  as 
many  members  as  possible  night  visit  our  proposed  sanctuary  on  Grand  Island,  that 
was  made  our  objective,  and  1  agreed  to  be  the  leader,  as  I  mas  acquainted  with  the 
location  of  the  property. 


Several  cars  left  the  Peace  Bridge  meeting  place  and  Miss  Wendling  joined  us  at 
the  Grand  Island.  Bridge.  Arriving  at  Judge  Sullivan* s  home  cn  the  Best  River  Road, 
north  of  Fix  Road,  we  net  tho  Judge  and  spent  an  hour  or  more  walking  through  the 
forty-odd  acre  woods  and  fields  to  the  oast  and  north  of  his  house.  The  woods  are 
rather  dense  in  spots,  consisting  largely  of  white,  red,  and  pin  oaks  with  some 
teoch,  hop  hornbeam,  button  bush,  and  rod  maple;  a  nice  grove  of  sugar  maples  is 
situated  near  the  north  end.  There  is  equipment  available  for  making  maple  syrup; 
the  Judge  has  used  this  equipment  for  several  years.  Ther  e  is  an  outlet  to  Love 
Road  on  the  north,  and  a  few  acres  of  fields  north  of  the  woods,  where  plantings  can 
bo  made,  We  saw  Hairy  and  Downy  Woodpeckers,  Chickadees,  Nuthatch,  Kinglets,  Brown 
Creepers,  and  Blue  Jays  in  the  woods,  and  Song  Sparrows,  Tree  Sparrows,  Goldfinches, 
and  Siskins  along  the  edges.  There  is  a  small  pond  on  the  property,  dry  at  times, 
which  might  be  dammed  up  to  hold  water  all  yoar,  and  there  are  many  dead  trees 
scattered  thru  the  woods,  furnishing  ideal  nesting  sites  for  many  hole  nesting  birds. 


We  found  that  Bill  Almondinger  had  known  Judge  Sullivan  for  many  years  and  had 


testified  for  him  in  court.  They  could  recall  some  interesting  experiences,  and  it 
was  hard  to  break  away  from  the  good  Judge.  However,  we  were  anxious  to  get  on  to 
the  Falls  where  Harlequin  Ducks  had  been  reperte'1 ,  En  route  a  large  flock  of  many 
hundreds  c£  Canvasback  was  seen  cn  the  West  river,  and  a  number  of  dabbling  ducks  in 
Burntshir  &reek,  as  well  as  a  Coot  and  a  Florida  Gallinule.  At  Goat  Island  wc 
searched  in  vain  for  the  Harlequins  bolow  the  Bridal  Veil  Falls,  but  ochaffner  and 
Nathan  found  the  two,  apparently  a  female  and  an  immature  male,  in  the  gorge  near 
the  Horseshoe  Falls.  An  American  Scoter  was  with  them  part  of  the  time  before  they 
flewaround  the  gorge  to  the  Canadian  side  and  then  back  again.  We  also  observed  an 
adult  Kittiwake  in  the  gorfge;  its  small  size  and  buoyant  flight  made  it  easy  to  pick 
out  from  among  the  Herring  EFulls .  It  flew  about  the  gorge  for  an  hour  or  more 
affording  all  members  of  the  party  excellent  views  from  many  angles.  After  lunch  we 
observed  Loons,  White-winged  Scoters,  and  other  waterfowl  in  the  gorge  below  the 
American  Falls,  before  a  heavy  rain  started.  While  we  were  returning  via  Grand 
I 3 land,  Art  Schaffncr  called  my  attention  to  nine  birds  perched  somewhat  like  crows 
in  a  tree  off  Stony  Point  Road,  quite  far  back  from  the  river.  They  were  too  far 
away  to  identify,  so  Art  walked  across  the  field  to  flush  them.  They  proved  to  be 
Wood  Bucks  ]t  None  of  us  had  ever  seen  Wood  Ducks  in  such  an  unusual  location,  and 
it  uas  a  great  surprise  tc  us  all.  Ue  felt  noli  repaid  for  our  field  trip  on  this 


bleak  November  day. 


Harold  D.  Mitchell,  Leader 


COMMITTEE  CHAIRMEN 

President  Walter  Jtlobunde  has  appointed  the  follov/ing  committee  chairmen  for 

1953: 


Conservation 

Finance 

Membership 

Program 

Publicity 

Rose arch 


Winston  Brockner 
Mrs.  E.  P.  Cunmiskey 
Mrs.  J.  A.  Creighton 
Mrs.  J.  E.  Bacon 
Heather  Thorpe 
Bernard  Nathan 
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PROGRAM  -  MEETINGS 


Regular  meetings  are  at  SjOO  P.M,  on  Wednesday  in  tho  Humboldt  Room  of  the  Buffalo 
Museum  of  Science, 

January  14th  —  Report  of  the  Christmas  Census  —  Leader;  Mrs,  Creighton, 

Highlights  of  the  A„,Q.U.  Meeting  in  Louisiana  -  Winston  and  Sylvia 
Brockner , 


January  28th  -  Bird  Banding  Experiences  -  Cyril  Wolf ling, 
February  11th  -  The  Prothonotorv  Goes  to  Press  -  The  Staff 


PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 

m  I  II  m  »  -I  -Mil- Mil  .  ■! 


Winter  field  trips  nay  be  cancelled  due  to  treacherous  driving  conditions  or  poor 
visibility.  Check  with  the  leader  in  advance ,  Unless  otherwise  noted  trips  are  on 
Sundays . 

January  4th  -  Niagara  Loop,  Leaders;  Mr,  &  Mrs.  Cunniskey  (VI.  3382),  Meet  at 

8; 00  AeM.  at  tho  foot  of  Ferry  St. 

January  11th  -  Lake  Ontario  Shore  -  Shadigee  to  Foint  Breeze.  Leader;  Alice  Ulrich 

(PA,  8896).  Meet  at  8;00  A.M.  at  University  Plaza,  Main  St.  at 
City  Line. 

January  18th  -  Cascade  Park  near  Springville  and  nearby  area  to  see  Pileated  Wood¬ 
pecker,  Snow  Buntings,  etc.  Leaders;  Mr.  &  Mrs,  Brettle  (EM.  4406). 
Meet  at  8:00  A.M,  at  Hamburg  High  School  on  Pleasant  Ave. 


January  25th  -  Redpoll  and  Grosbeak  trip  -  Location  to  be  determined  by  local 

conditions  at  tho  time.  Leader;  Bernard  Nathan.  Meet  at  7;00  A.M. 
at  University  Plaza,  Main  St,  at  City  Line. 

February  1st  -  Allegany  State  Park.  Leaders;  Dr.  &  Mrs.  Eschelman  (UN,  5091). 

Meet  at  9:00  A.M.  at  the  Administration  Building  in  the  Park.  Call 
the  leaders  in  advance  if  you  need  a  ride, 

February  8th  -  Grand  Island.  Leader;  Art  Schaffner  (EL.  9666).  Meet  at  8;00  A.M. 

at  Delaware  Avo.  and  Hertel  Ave. 

February  15th  -  South  Shore  of  Lake  Erie.  Leader  and  meeting  place  will  be 

announced. 


February  22nd  -  This  trip  will  be  either  a  weekend  trip  to  Linberlost  near  Hunts¬ 
ville,  Ontario  or  n  Sunday  trip  from  Fort  Niagara  to  Olcott.  We 
will  decide  which  trip  at  the  January  14th  meeting, 

NOTE;  The  Federation  of  New  York  State  Bird  Clubs  will  hold  its  Sixth  Annual 
Meeting  on  May  23^d  and  24th  at  Bear  Mountain  Park,  Plan  to  attenc. . 


PP0O>30  ma.il  your  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  third  day  of  the 
following  month  to  Mrs.  H.  H.  Axtell,  301  West  Utica  St.,  Buffalo  22,  N.Y. 

EDITOR;  Ray  McCann,  799  Potomac  Ave.,  Buffalo  9,  N.Y.  (EL,  6169) 

TREASURER;  Cyril  T.  Wolfling,  West  Wood  Road,  Box  87,  Alden,  N.Y. 
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THE  MONTH 


December  was  a  relatively  mild  month  averaging  4.5°  above  the  normal.  Who 
would  expect  the  mercury  to  reach  into  the  60*  s  as  it  did  on  the  9th  to  tie  a  long 
standing  record?  Here  and  there  were  touches  of  winter  but  only  touches.  Even 
Winter1 s  official  debut  on  the  21st  brought  a  combination  of  wet  snow  and  rain. 
Perhaps  this  is  to  be  a  temperate  winter,  quite  unlike  those  of  old.  After  all, 
when  pussy  willows  bloom  and  the  lake  remains  ice-free  and  open  to  navigation  -  there 
are  the  usual  comments  !inot  like  the  good  old  days”.  But,  there  are  others  who 
remind  us  that  our  winters  ha’vo  a  habit  of  averaging  up  sooner  or  later.  At  any 
rate,  Redpolls  and  a  few  other  Northern  visitors  arrived  in  time  to  celebrate  the 
opening  of  Chestnut  Ridge  Park  for  Winter  Sports. 

Robert  L.  Mansfield 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


Eared  Grebe 

Dec. 

19 

1 

Squaw  Island 

Great  Blue  Heron 

it 

7 

6 

Grand  Island 

YJhistling  Swan 

ti 

28 

6 

Boavor  Island 

Green-w.  Teal 

n 

1 

2 

n  ii 

n 

2,7 

1,2 

n  it 

American  Widgeon 

it 

26 

2 

Niagara  Gorge 

Harlequin  Duck 

it 

13 

2 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont 

ii 

30 

2 

it  tt  tt 

Aner.  Scoter 

IT 

1 

1 

Niagara  Gorge 

Rough-leg.  Hawk 

ft 

28 

1 

Webster* s  Corners 

Marsh  Hawk 

It, 

28 

1 

Griffin* s  Mills 

Killdeer 

It 

2 

1 

Beaver  Island 

II 

21 

1 

Springville 

Wilson* s  Snipe 

If 

25 

2 

'Williams  ville 

Greater  Yellow-legs 

11 

1 

1 

Beaver  Island 

Glaucous  Gull 

tl 

28 

2 

Niagara  Falls 

Mitchell,  Axtell, 
Schaffner,  Beardslee, 
Wright 

Windsor  et  al(BOS  Trip) 
Hall,  Schaffner,  Nathan, 
Emersons,  Witebsky 
Fisk 
Greene 
Thorpe 

Mitchell,  et  al 
(Aud.  Trip) 

Sundells 

Schaffner,  Nathan 
Ulrichs  et  al 

(Aud.  Census) 

Andrle  (Aud.  Census) 
Greene 

Rochester ,  rep .Mitchell 
Gerwitz  rep.  Mitchell 
Fisk 

Schaffner,  Nathan, 
Emersons,  Witebsky 
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Iceland  Gull 

Dec 

.  30 

Bonaparte's  Gull 

n 

26 

Little  Gull 

ti 

28 

Common  Torn 

n 

7 

Prairie  Horn,  Lark 

it 

2 

it 

28 

Carolina  Wren 

it 

19,29 

n 

28 

Hermit  Thrush 

it 

1  c 

it 

29 

Red-w.  Blackbird 

if 

2 

it 

7 

ii 

28 

Grackle 

it 

5 

Purple  Finch 

ii 

26 

Common  Redpoll 

it 

28 

Pine  Siskin 

ii 

28 

Goldfinch 

n 

2 

Tree  Sparrow 

ti 

28 

Wh.-th,  Sparrow 

ti 

17 

it 

28 

it 

28 

Lapland  Longspur 

IT 

28 

Snow  Bunting 

IT 

28 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

1500 (max)  Squaw  Island 

1 

n  n 

1 

Beaver  Island 

1 

W  » 

13 

East  Aurora 

2,2 

Rose  Hill,  Ont, 

1,1 

W o  od.lawn ,  Hamburg 

1 

Hamburg 

1 

Jamestown 

2 

Pert  Colborne,  Ont 

1 

Grand  Island 

1 

East  Aurora 

1 

Jamestown 

1 

Ridgeviile.Ont. 

760 (max ) Che  s  tnut  Ridge  Pk. 

25 

ii  it  it 

12 

Beaver  Island 

832 (max ) 

Chestnut  Ridge  Pk, 

1 

Hamburg 

1 

Ridgeville,Ont. 

1 

Woodlawn 

8 

Orchard  Park 

443  (max ) 

Orchard  Park 

Sundells 

Schaffner 

n 

Hall 

Greene 

Mitchell,  Almondinger. 
ESchlemans  (Aud. Census) 
Fisk 

Wright,  Bannas 

(Aud. Census) 

Avery 

Parker 

Spencer,  rep.  Fisk 
Greene 

Audubaa  Census 

Parker 

Selby 

Audubon  Census 
Andrle,  Griffins, 
Braunberns , (Aud .Census ) 
Greene 

Audubon  Census 

Avery 

Selby 

Wright  (Aud.  Census) 
Mitchell  et  al 

(Aud,  Census) 
Mitchell  et  al 

(Aud.  Census) 


TOTAL  FOR  1952  -  26l  -  Species,  identifiable  subspecies 

and  named  hybrids. 


ADDENDA  to  Fall  Duck  Census:  Wood  Thrush  1,  Yellow  Warbler  1,  Blackburnian  Warbler 

1,  Canada  Warbler  1. 

Observed  by  Mrs.  Norma  S.  Annabel  in  Territory  X,  Mrs.  Pixley,  Leader. 

Revised  total  for  Census  -  137  species. 


B.Q.S.  Twenty-Fourth  ANNUAL  CHRISTMAS  BIRD  COUNT 

December  21,  1952 

The  nild  temperature  and  lack  of  wind  made  favorable  conditions  for  our  bird 
count.  The  open  water  should  have  made  duck  counting  comparatively  easy,  but 
because  of  the  extended  open  season  on  ducks,  the  birds  kept  far  out  in  the  river, 
making  identification  of  individuals  difficult.  More  Great  Blue  Herons  and  Black- 
crowned  Night  Herons  than  usual  stayed  over  for  the  Census,  two  Harlequins  were  seen 
at  Niagara  Falls,  and  six  American  Scotors  were  recorded  for  the  third  time.  An 
unusual  increase  in  Sparrow  Hawks  was  noted  and  Kunlein!s  Gulls  were  reported  for 
the  fourth  tine.  There  was  a  low  count  of  Herring  Gulls  but  an  increase  in  Ring¬ 
billed  Gulls.  Both  Hairy  and  Downy  ’Woodpeckers  and  the  Winter  Wrens  showed  an 
increase  and  there  were  more  English  Sparroi^s  than  ever  before.  Gackles  had  never 
appeared  on  our  Christmas  count  before.  An  unusual  number  of  Tree  Sparrows  wore 
seen  and  the  21  Swamp  Sparrows  reported  from  five  locations  made  an  all-time  high 
record. 

Some  of  our  old  standbys  were  missing  among  them  the  following:  Hooded 
Merganser,  Red— shouldered  Hawk,  Bald  Eagle,  Mourning  Dove,  Snowy  Owl,  Short-eared 
Owl,  RedCheaded  Woodpecker,  Red-breasted  Nuthatch,  Shrike,  Longspur,  and  Snow 
Bunting . 
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At  noon  some  of  our  members  enjoyed  the  warm  hospitality  extended  to  all  by  the 


Heilborns  and  at  supper  tine  a  large  group  met  at 
good  day's  birding. 


the  Delqua  Restaurant  to  end  a 


Territories  and  Observers 

A*  Buffalo  harbor  to  Peace  Bridge ,  Niagara  River  Canadian  shore  north  of  Peace 
Bridge  to,  and  including,  Niagara  Falls,  Ontario  -  James  Savage,  William  Almendinger. 
£.  Ontario  -  inland  west  of  Queen  Elizabeth  Ylay,  south  of  Town  Line  Road  -  Clark 
S.  Beardsleo. 

CA  Ontario,  inland  west  of  Sodom  Road  between  Town  Line  Road  and  Portage  Road, 
Niagara  Gorge  -  Bernard  Nathan,  Mary  Louise  Emerson,  Janes  Braunberns,  Karl 
Heilborn,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Richard  Myles. 

D«  American  shore  of  Niagara  River  north  of  Peace  Bridge  to  Tonawanda  Creek,  west 
of  Military  Road  -  Ray  McCann,  Arthur  Schaffner, 

E.  Buffalo  and  Kenmorc  -  east  of  Military  Road,  south  of  Sheridan  Drive, west  of 
Niagara  Falls,  Blvd.  and  Main  Street,  north  of  Porter  and  North  streets  -  includes 
Forest  Lawn,  Delaware  Park,  and  Lincoln  Park  -  Marie  Wendling,  Margaret  Wendling, 
Gertrude  Webstor. 


F.  Tonawanda  and  North  Tonawanda  -  south  of  Erie  Avenue,  east  of  Military  Road, 
north  of  Sheridan  Drive,  West  of  Niagara  Falls  Blvd.  -  includes  Elmlawn  and  White¬ 
chapel  cemeteries,  Ellicott  Creek  Park,  Tonawanda  Creek,  and  Tonawanda  Island  *» 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Arthur  Brottle,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Ray  Kirsch. 

G»  American  shore  of  Niagara  River  from  Erie  Avenue  in  North  Tonawanda  to  Grand 
Island  Bridge  in  Niagara  Falls  -  inland  territory  bound  by  Erie  Avenue,  Shawnee 
Road,  Lookpcrt  Road,  Military  Read,  and  64th  Street,  includes  Cayuga  Island,  Niagara 
Falls  dump,  Walmoro  dump,  and  Wurlitzer  -  Harold  D.  Mitchell,  David  Gerwitz,  Axel 
Heilborn,  Julie  Heilborn,  William  Horne. 

H.  Niagara  Falls  west  of  64th  Street,  south  of  Military  Road  and  Lockport  Road  - 
includes  shore  from  Grand  Island  Bridge  to  Rainbow  Bridge,  Goat  Island,  and  Hyde 
Park  -  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Walter  Klabunde,  Philip  Klabunde, 

I A  Rogerson's  feeding  station,  Niagara  Falls,  N.Y.  -  Wheeler  H.  Rogerson. 

J,  Grand  Island  south  of  Fix  Road  -  Dr,  &  Mrs,  Harold  Axtoll, 

K.  Grand  Island  north  of  Fix  Road,  south  of  Staley  Road,  southwest  of  Connecting 
Boulevard  -  Mr.  &  Mrs .  R.  Gardner  Griffin,  David  Griffin,  Helen  M.  Creighton. 

La  Grand  Island  north  of  Staley  Road,  west  of  Baseline  Road,  south  of  Bedell  Road  - 
Mr.  &  Mrs ,  Harold  Rico,  H.K,  Onskip. 

M.  Grand  Island  east  of  Baseline  Road,  south  of  Bedell  Road,  west  of  Stony  Point 
Road,  south  of  Whitehaven  Road,  north  of  Staley  Road,  northeast  of  Connecting  Blvd.  - 
Fred  T.  Hall,  Phil  Greene. 

N,  Grand  Island  north  of  Whitehaven  Road,  east  of  Stony  Point  Road,  south  of 
Ransom  Road  -  Heather  Thorpe. 

O,  Grand  Island  east  of  Baseline  Road  and  Woods  Creek,  north  cf  Bedell  and  Ransom 
reads  -  Edward  Secber,  Richard  Byron,  Hart  Kivett,.  Herbert  Evans. 

P.  Grand  Island  north  of  Bedell  Road,  west  of  Baseline  Road  and  Woods  Creek, 

Buckhorn  Island  -  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Edwafd  Ulrich,  Mrs.  Mercedes  Lovelace,  Mr.  S  Mrs, 

Edward  Cunmiskcy. 


Bird  List 

Soocies 

. . . 

Common  Loon 
Horned  Grebe 
Pied-billed  Grebe 
Great  Blue  Heron 
B.-cr.  Night  Heron 
Mallard 
Black  Duck 
Gadwall 
Pintail 
Grocn-w.  Teal 
American  Widgeon 


Number 

Territory 

8 

7 

CH 

2 

CF 

15 

JNOP 

12 

EG 

492 

1012 

2 

P 

29 

CHP 

3 

JO 

2 

HO 

(3) 

Species 

Redhead 

Ring-necked  Duck 
Canvas -back 
Greater  Scaup 
Lesser  Scaup 
Amer.  Golden-oye 
Buffle-head 
Old-squaw 
Harlequin  Duck 
White-w.  Scoter 
Aner.  Scoter 


Number 

Territory 

5 

AC 

3 

AM 

10,000 

1,546 

11 

CO 

1,436 

28 

ABCH 

76 

CHLP 

2 

AG 

3 

GH 

6 

CKM 
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Bird  List  (con*t.) 
Species 

Number 

Territory 

/liner,  Ilcrganser 

841 

Re  d-br ,  Morgans er 

631 

Sharp-sh,  Hawk 

1 

G 

Cooper* s  Hawk 

3 

AGN 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

14 

Rough-leg,  Hawk 

1 

B 

Marsh  Hawk 

2 

NOP 

Sparrow  Hawk 

106 

Ruffed  Grouse 

4 

C 

Pheasant 

211 

glaucous  Gull 

2 

AC 

Iceland  Gull 

1 

H 

Kunlien’s  Gull 

2 

CH 

GtJ51ack-b,  Gull 

18 

Herring  Gull 

2,009 

Ring-b ,  Gull 

463 

Bonaparte’s  Gull 

734 

Rock  Dove 

151 

Screech  Owl 

9 

GJO 

Great  Horned  Owl 

7 

Long-eared  Owl 

1 

0 

Belted  Kingfisher 

4 

ACDG 

Flicker 

2 

CH 

Hairy  Woodpecker 

19 

Species 

Number 

Terri 

Downy  Woodpecker 

83 

Prairie  Horned  Lark 

31 

CNO 

Blue  Jay 

76 

Grow 

195 

Black-c,  Chickadee 

265 

White-br.  Nuthatch 

26 

Brown  Creeper 

34 

Winter  Wren 

4 

JP 

Robin 

7 

Golden-cr,  Kinglet 

13 

GMNO 

Starling 

2,975 

House  Sparrow 

2,577 

Meadowlark 

2 

0 

Red-w,  Blackbird 

2 

D 

Gracklc 

4 

C 

Cardinal 

17 

Purple  Finch 

3 

0 

Common  Redpoll 

11 

P 

Pine  Siskin 

9 

0 

Goldfinch 

11 

BCO 

Slate-col,  Junco 

24 

Tree  Sparrow 

1,044 

Swamp  Sparrow 

21 

Song  Sparrow 

16 

Helen  M.  Creighton,  Leader 


JAMESTOWN  CENSUS  -  DECEMBER  28.  1952 


This  census  covered  the  area  around  Jamestown  -  north  to  Gerry,  east  to  Poland, 
south  to  Riverside,  and  west  to  Ashville,  The  day  was  cloudy,  a  light  wind  blew 
from  the  south,  the  temperature  varied  from  16°  to  25°,  two  inches  of  snow  had  fallen 
during  the  previous  night. 


The  highlights  of  the  day  were  a  Field  Sparrow  and  four  Swamp  Sparrows  observed 
by  D,  Anderson  and  R,  H.  Sundell  -  and  a  Northern  Homed  Lark  observed  by  R.E. 
Jurkowski,  R.C.  Jurkowski,  J.  Bursewicz,  and  P,  Robinson, 

Fourteen  observers  in  four  parties  covered  the  territory  -  C.  Beal,  R,H.  Sundell, 
R,A.  Sundell,  D,  Anderson,  R.E,  Jurkowski,  R.C.  Jurkowski,  P.  Robinson,  J.  Bursewicz, 
C.  Farkes,  G.  Bentley,  S.  Taylor,  I!.  Handago,  B.  Olson,  and  D.  Olson, 


Bird  List 

Species 

Ancr.  Golden-eye 
Sharp-sh.  Hawk 
Cooper* s  Hawk 
Sparrow  Hawk 
Ruffed  Grouse 
Pheasant 
Herring  Gull 
Ring-b #  Gull 
Screech  Owl 
Great  Horned  Owl 
Belted  Kingfisher 
Flicker 

Pileated  "woodpecker 


Number 

Species 

Number 

5 

Hairy  Woodpecker 

9 

(dead)  1 

Downy  Woodpecker 

22 

1 

N.  Horned  Lark 

1 

3 

Pr.  Horned  Lark 

2 

3 

Blue  Jay 

16 

12 

Crow 

1 

210 

Black-c.  Chickadee 

96 

3 

White-br .  Nuthatch 

21 

2 

Re d-br.  Nuthatch 

3 

2 

Brown  Creeper 

10 

1 

Robin  •. 

6 

2 

Golden-cr.  Kinglet 

4 

3 

Cedar  V/axwing 

21 
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Species 

Number 

Starling 

2195 

House  Sparrow 

440 

Rusty  Blackbird 

1 

Cardinal 

10 

Goldfinch 

8 

Slate-col.  Junco 

8 

Species  Number 

Tree  Sparrow  332 

Field  Sparrow  1 

Swamp  Sparrow  4 

Song  Sparrow  11 

Snow  Bunting  9 


R.E.  Jurkowski,  Compiler 

SOME  RECOLLECTIONS  OF  MY  TIJENTY-ONE  YEARS  RESIDENCE  IN  FORT  ERIE  (1914-1935) 


The  nest  pleasant  of*  these  recollections  concerns  a  certain  Song  Sparrow* 

” Jimmie  Chimp”,  who  with  his  mate  nested  in  a  small  barberry  bush  near  the  water- 
garden.  Cats  were  common  in  the  neighborhood  so  I  covered  the  bush  with  2  inch  mesh 
chicken  wire  as  a  protection.  In  a  year  or  two  the  bush  had  grown  through  and  con¬ 
cealed  the  wire.  Eventually  there  were  5  nests  in  that  bush,  2  of  then  being  used 
twice  in  the  7  years  ” Jimmie”  and  his  various  mates  used  it  as  a  shelter. 

” Jimmie”  was  sometimes  a  slight  nuisance-keeping  just  ahead  of  the  lawn  mower* 

In  the  last  2  years  of  our  friendship  he  would  frequently  meet  mo  a  block  and  a  half 
from  home,  flitting  ahead  from  tree  to  tree  and  singing  his  -greeting  the  while* 

One  warn  March  night  I  awoke  about  3  in  the  morning  certain  I  had  just  heard 

him  sing.  Sc  certain  I  wqs  that  I  got  up,  went  to  the  window,  and  through  the 

ventilators  in  the  storm  sash  called  ” Jimmie,  is  that  you?”  His  immediate  song  was 
the  answer.  He  had  just  arrived  for  the  year.  At  breakfast  my  mother  would  net 
believe  me  until  she  had  gone  out  into  the  garden  and  had  seen  ”Jimnie”  herself, 
that  finally  happened  to  the  little  fellow  I  rail  never  know,  but  I  certainly  missed 
his  friendly  ” chinping”  close  at  hand  while  I  worked  in  the  garden  or  while  I  rested* 

IDf  all  the  nesting  bird  neighbors  on  our  place,  Tree  Swallows,  Rbbins,  Blue¬ 
birds,  Chipping,  Vesper  and  Savannah  Sparrows,  House  Wrens ,  Horned  Larks,  Goldfinch, 
Flicker  and  Yellow  Warblers,  ” Jimmie”  had  the  most  endearing  personality. 

One  net  so  pleasant  recollection  is  of  a  very  cold  January  night.  I  was 
sleeping  in  an  upstairs  bedroom  with  the  casement  windows  wide  open.  I  was  awakened 
by  a  peculi-ar  scratching  sound,  and  after  listening  a  few  seconds  to  locate  the 
direction,  I  reached  for  the  cord  cf  a  2-arm  electric  fixture  just  over  my  bed.  On 

the  bookshelves  over  the  casement  windows  were  busts  of  Beethoven,  Wagner,,  etc,,  and 

on  the  top  of  Beethoven’s  hard,  smooth  dome,  trying  desperately  to  hang  on  was  a 
Screech  Owl.  neighbor-housekeeper  (after  mother’s  passing)  confirmed  my  story 
by  stating  ”she  saw  evidence  cf  bird  on  my  counterpane”.  Monsieur  Screech  Owl 
probably  used  the  arms  of  that  electric  fixture  to  contemplate  the  only  visible  part 
of  me,  my  nose. 

The  best  surprise  (birdwise)  happened  late  one  evening  in  a  hot  dry  summer  in 
the  latter  years.  Just  as  my  neighbor  drove  into  his  yard,  the  slow7  sweep  of  his 
headlight  beam  passed  through  the  spray  of  a  lawn  sprinkler  and  revealed  a  Woodcock 
digging  worms  in  the  softened  earth  —  the  only  Woodcock  I  ever  saw  in  Fort  Erie, 

I  could  fill  this  issue  and  others  with  my  recollections  of  that  21  years,  but 
enough  for  now. 

W,  H;  Almendinger 


MEETING  -  December  10,  1952 

~  jn  order  to  make  it  possible  for  the  Society  to  purchase  and  control  a  sanc¬ 
tuary,  amendments  to  the  Constitution  were  proposed,  discussed,  and  then  duly  tabled 
until  the  next  meeting.  Plans  for  the  Christmas  Census  wore  made  under  the  leader¬ 
ship  of  Mrs.  James  Creighton*  (5) 
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GRAND  ISLAND  TRIP 


Sunday,  December  7,  1952 


Beautiful  weather  but  few  birds  marked  this  trip.  The  many  hunters  probably 
accounted  for  the  scarcity  of  birds.  At  Burntship  Creek  we  saw  Mallards,  Blacks, 
a  single  Pintail,  and  a  Great  Black-backed  Gull,  As  we  walked  the  road  east  of 
Connecting  Boulevard,  we  flushed  a  pair  of  Cardinals;  a  flock  of  thirty  Crows  flew 
over  us;  six  Great  Blue  Herons  were  in  the  marsh  grass  beyond  Burntship  Creek;  wo 
saw  Tree  Sparrows  in  the  brush  along  the  road  and  heard  a  Chickadee,  a  Nuthatch,  and 
Bluo  Jays, 

Along  the  West  River  near  Whitehaven  Road  we  saw  a  raft  of  approximately  five 
hundred  ducks  -  too  far  out  to  identify,  A  plane  flying  south  over  the  river  put 
up  hundreds  of  ducks. 

We  stopped  at  the  proposed  sanctuary,  visited  with  Judge  Sullivan,  and  then 
drove  to  Goat  Island,  A  Great  Black-backed  Gull  was  the  highlight  there.  In  the 
Gorge  were  Loons,  Buffleheads,  American  Mergansers,  Redheads,  Golden-eyes,  a  Canvas 
back,  and  a  Horned  Grebe  no  great  numbers  but  a  total  of  twenty-five  species  for  the 
day. 

Ellen  J,  Windsor,  Leader 


PROGRAM  -  MEETINGS 

Regular  meetings  are  at  8:00  P,M.  on  Wednesday  in  the  Humboldt  Room  of  the  Buffalo 
Museum  of  Science. 


February  11  - 

February  25  - 


March  11 


March  25 


The  Prothc notary  Goes  to  Press  -  The  Staff 

Study  of  Spring  Sparrows  -  Dr.  Harold  Axtell  will  demonstrate  bird 
skins . 

"Gunning  the  Flyways"  -  A  colored  moving  picture  sponsored  by  the 
Remington  Arms  Co, 

Plans  for  the  Spring  Duck  Census  -  Leaders:  Mr,  &  Mrs,  Harold  L, 

Rice, 


PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 


Winter  field  trips  may  be  cancelled  due  tc  treacherous  driving  conditions  or  ppor 
visibility.  Check  with  the  loader  in  advance.  Unless  otherwise  noted  trips  are  on 

February  1  -  Allegany  St,  Park.  Leaders:  Dr.  &  Mrs.  Eschelman  (UN. 5091).  Meet  at 

9:00  A.M.  at  the  Administration  Bldg,  in  the  Park.  Call  the  leaders  in  advance 

if  you  need  a  ride.  d  ™  a  »* 

February  8  -  Grand  Island.  Leader:  Art  Schaffner  (EL.  9666).  Meet  at  8:00  A.M.  at 

Delaware  Ave.  and  Hertel  Ave,  >  .  , 

February  15  -  South  Shore  of  Lake  Erie.  Leader:  Heather  Thorpe  (HU. 5270).  Meet  at 

8:00  A.M.  at  Buffalo  City  Hall.  #  „  ,TT 

February  22  -  Ft.  Niagara  to  Olcott.  Leader:  Mary  Louise  Emerson  (LI. 0067).  Meet  at 

7:00  A.M.  at  Delaware  Ave.  &  Hertel  Ave. 

March  1  -  Presque  Isle  (Penna.)  and  Lake  Erie  Shore.  Leader:  James  Braunberns 

(GR.  2571).  Meet  at  7:00  A.M.  at  Buffalo  City  Hall. 

March  8  -  Canadian  side  of  Niagara  River.  Leader:  Marie  Wendling  (PL. 662 5)  Meet 

Karch^^Canadian1  Shore*  of °McTErie .  Leader:  Bernard  Nathan  (GR.  0675).  Meet  at 

March 5 21  -’sat^^afterooM^NOTstead  Sinks  &  Nearby  Area.  Leader:  Edward  Ulrich 
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Published  Monthly  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society,  Inc. 

Buffalo.  New  York 


THE  MONTH 


Getting  off  to  a  good  start  is  an  important  thing  each  January.  And,  we  did  it 
■  in  fine  style  this  year  with  an  average  temperature  of  31.3°,  -  5o8  big  degrees  above 
normal.  There  were  a  few  high  spots  to  bring  that  average  up,  A  new  record  high  of 
57°  was  set  on  the  16th  and  the  record  was  tied  onu  the  15th  with  an  almost  sweltering 
60°,  Perhaps  this  unseasonable  warmth  accounted  for  the  reports  of  Spring  flowers  in 
bloom.  Undoubtedly  it  turned  more  observers  out  in  the  field  more  often  during  the 
month  with  the  result  of  85  species,  8  more  than  the  same  month  a  year  ago.  Yes,  we 
had  some  snow  -  some  -  but  not  enough  to  cause  a  Snowy  Owl  to  bat  an  eye.  As  for  ice 
on  the  lake  -  ice  fishermen  haven^t  been  able  to  get  one  foot  off  shore.  There 

wasn’t  even  a  v/indstorm  strong  enough  to  ruffle  a  feather.  More  of  same  we  hope,  with 
all  expectations  for  an  early  Spring. 

Robert  L.  Mansfield 
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Other  species  rc-port4d  during  January  are  Horned  Grebe,  Mallard,  Black  Duck, 
Redhead,  Aner,  Golden-eye,  Buffle-head,  Old-squaw,  White-w.  Scoter,  Amer.  Merganser, 
Rcd.-tr.  Merganser,  Rod-tailed  Hawk,  Marsh  Hawk,  Sparrow  Hawk,  Ruffed,  Grouse, 
Pheasant,  Gt,  Bl'ck-b,  Gull,  Rock  Dove,  Screech  Owl,  Great  Horned  Owl,  Belted  King¬ 
fisher,  Hairy  Woodpecker,  Downy  Woodpecker,  Blue  Jay,  Grow,  Black-c.  Chickadee, 
White-br.  Nuthatch,  Brown  Creeper,  Golden-cr.  Kinglet,  Cedar  Waxwing,  Starling, 

House  Sparrow,  Cardinal,  Goldfinch,  Slate-col.  Junco,  Tree  Sparrow,  Song  Sparrow, 
Snow  Bunting. 


Number  of  species  &  subspecies  recorded  in  January  -  85 


NOTE;  The  Oregon  Junco  listed  above  was  the  first  observed  in  1952,  Therefore,  the 
1952  revised  total  of  species,  identifiable  subspecies,  and  named  hybrids  is  262, 


PULLS  ISLAND.  SOUTH  CAROLINA 

Our  first  greeting  at  Bulls  Island  came  from  the  Carolina  Wren.  That  was  as 
it  should  be  for  he  is  the  State  Bird  of  South  Carolina.  White-throated,  Sparrows, 
Cardinal  and  Towhee  followed  in  quick  succession.  We  were  glad  to  hear  the  Carolina 
Chickadee  for  he  is  not  a  resident  of  the  island.  Gold  finches  and  Pipits  wore 
numerous.  A  Kingfisher  sat  on  a  pile  and  occasionally  dived.  We  did  not  see 
whether  he  got  his  lunch,  for  Horned  Grebes  were  in  close  as  well  as  a  Yellow— legs 
and  a  Lesser  Scaup.  We  could  see  shore  birds  on  a  tiny  island,  too  far  out  for  iden¬ 
tification. 

Suddenly  there  were  loud  cries  and  right  over  our  heads  about  20  feet  up,  was 
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a  Pileated  Woodpecker,  He  was  so  disturbed*  he  didn*t  pay  any  attention  to  us. 
Right  back  Of  him  but  off'  to  one  side  was  a  Sharp-shinned  Hawk*  who  did  see  us  and 
was  gone  almost  immediately. 


Around  the  boat  as  we  came  toward  Bulls  Island*  there  were  Oyster-catchers  with 
their  big  red  bills  so  easy  to  see*  Blacx—beilied  Plovers*  an  occasional  Marbled 
Godwit  and  Willets  with  taco r  conspicuous  wing  pattern,  A  Red-breasted  Merganser 
and  a  pair  of  Bufflo-heads  ilew  ahead  of  U3, 


At  this  time  of  year,  the  weather  here  varies.  If  there  is  a  bad  storm  up 
North*  it  is  reflected  here  with  early  morning  temperature  as  low  as  32°  but  going 
into  the  forties  before  noon.  Snow  in  the  North  brings  rain  here.  Some  days  the 
temperature  has  been  70°  with  brilliant  sunshine,  but  the  nights  are  generally  cold. 

The  acorns  are  plentiful  this  year  so  the  Wild  Turkeys  do  not  come  to  feed 
under  the  big  live  oaks  in  front  of  the  house.  However  we  have  had  fine  views  of 
then  on  four  different  occasions. 

We  visited  the  Bald  Eagles  nest  and  saw  one  bird,  which  later  circled  several 
times  before  flying  away.  Almost  daily  do  we  sec  them  in  the  sky,  their  wings  held 
flat  as  they  soar. 

The  ducks  .are  wonderful.  We  are  so  close  to  them  and  they  are  here  in  such 
numbers.  The  other  day  xie  set  our  telescope  in  a  natural  blind  of  bushes  and  turned 
it  on  a  group  of  110  Green -winged  Teals,  all  facing  in  the  same  direction,  on  a 
small  narrow  island  just  a  few  feet  out  from  shore.  The  green  patches  on  their  red- 
brown  heads  and  in  their  wings  were  brilliant  in  the  sun.  Out  beyond  them  were  five 
male  Hooded  Mergansers  and  several  females.  Across  the  pond  wore  Shovellers,  they 
showed  us  their  w dark ,  light.,  dark ,  light,  darky  markings,  that  I  first  learned  in 
Clark  Beardsleeis  class. 

Then  there  were  Baldpates,  Ring-necked  Ducks  and  Gadwalls,  as  well  as  Buffle- 
heads  and  Ruddy  Ducks.  As  we  crossed  a  dyke*  we  found  a  large  group  of  Mallards, 
and  then:  farther  on  we  saw  a  concentration  of  Pintails.  We  watched  them  for  a  while, 
and  then,  when  we  had  to  continue  our  walking,  they  rose.  As  they  flew,  we  did  our 
best  to  count.  There  wer;  more  than  200, 

It  is  not  oossible  to  tell  you  of  all  the  89  species  we  have  seen  to  date  on 
the  Island,  Myrtle,  Pine,  Palm  and  Yellow- throated  warblers,  American  and  Snowy 
Egrets,  Great  and  Little  blue  herons,  Red-bellied  Woodpeckers,  Ground  Doves, 
sparrows,  rails,  hawks,  owls,  wrens,  and  others  we  have  seen, 

yje  haven* t  been  along  the  Atlantic  Ocean  beach  yet  and  there  are  fine  possibil¬ 
ities  there,  I  know  if  any  of  you  can  cone  to  Bulls  Island  from  Nov.  1st  to  March 
25th  you  will  find  it,  as  we  always  have,  a  wonderful  spot  to  further  your  interest 
and  delight  in  the  birds. 

Virginia  G.  Hickman 
January,  1953 


NESTING  RECORDS 


The  staff  will  welcome  your  1953  nesting  records  for  publication  in  the  July 
and  August  issues  of  The  Pr cth one tary.  The  minimum  information ^ desired  is*  name  of 
species ,  number  of  eggs  or  young  and  corresponding  date3y  location  of  nest,  name  of 
observer.  This  information  can  be  written  on  any  kind  of  list.  However,  the 
Statistical  Committee  has  mimeographed  cards,  which  provide  spaces  for  the  desired 
information,  It  will  facilitate  handling  if  these  cards  are  used;  they  are  avail¬ 
able  from  Bernard  Nathan. 
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Day  to  day  records  of  nesting  activity  make  interesting  reading  and  provide 
valuable  information  for  use  in  compiling  a  future  check  list.  Valuable  dates  are:  - 
the  dates  of  nest  building,  the  dates  of  egg  laying,  the  date  of  the  start  of 
incubation,  the  dates  of  hatching,  and  the  date  on  which  the  young  leave  the  nest. 

A  mirror  mounted  on  a  long  stick  is  very  helpful  in  determining  the  number  of  eggs 
or  young  in  a  nest.  Mirrors  and  sticks  are  available  from  Harold  Mitchell.  In  the 
case  of  hole-nesting  birds  the  date  of  egg  hatching  can  be  determined  by  observing 
the  date  on  which  the  parents  sfcart  to  carry  food  to  the  nest. 

Please  help  by  sending  your  records  (anything  from  a  single  observation  to  a 
complete  day  by  day  account)  to  Mrs.  Harold  Axtell,  301  West  Utica  St.,  Buffalo  13, 
New  York. 


NOTE:  —  Mr,  John  C,  Orth,  Park  Naturalist,  at  Bear  Mountain  Park  has  been  appointed 
Chairman  of  the  Program  Committee  for  the  Federation  of  New  York  State  Bird 
Clubs  Annual  Meeting.  The  meeting  will  be  held  on  May  23-24  at  Bear 
Mountain . 


Mr.  Orth  has  issued  a  call  for  papers.  As  in  the  past  the  papers  are 
limited  to  a  maximum  of  fifteen  minutes,  A  brief  or  synopsis  is  requested 
in  advance.  The  deadline  is  April  30.  All  those  interested,  please  let 
Mr.  Orth  know  as  soon  as  possible.  His  address  is: 

Mr.  John  C.  Orth 
Administration  Building 
Palisades  Interstate  Park  Commission 
Bear  Mountain,  New  York 


NEW  MEMBERS: 

The  following  associate  members  we re  welcomed  to  the  Society  in  January: 


Mrs.  E.  Douglas  Howard,  59  Berkley  Place,  Buffalo  9,  New  York 
Harold  Inskip,  24  Blackmon  Road,  Grand  Island,  Not/  York 
Frank  M.  Scherer,  40  Hodge  Avenue,  Buffalo  22,  New  York 

NEV«  BOOKS  in  the  Library  &  Reading  Room  of  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  -  July  1952 
to  February  1933 » 


Earle,  Olive  L.  -  Birds  and  Their  Nests  -  Morrow 

Harris,  Edward  -  Up  the  Missouri  with  Audubon  -  University  of  Oklahoma  Press 

Hosking,  Eric  J.  -  Art  of  Bird  Photography  -  Transatlantic  Arts 

Lemmon,  Robert  S.-  Our  Amazing  Birds  -  Doubleday 

Lincoln,  Frederick  C.  -  Migration  of  Birds  -  Loubleday 

Ripley,  Dillon  -  Search  for  the  Spiny  Babbler  -  Houghton  Mifflin 

Rogerson,  Sidney  —  Our  Bird  Book  -  Collins 

Saunders,  Aretas  A,  -  Guide  to  Bird  Songs  -  1951  Edition  -  Doubleday 
Snyder,  Lester  -  Ontario  Birds  -  Clarke  Irwin 
Tait,  William  H.  -  Birds  of  Portugal  -  Yiitherly 
Zahl,  Paul  A.  -  Flamingo  Hunt  -  Bobbs  Merrill 


REGULAR  MEETING  -  January  14,  1953 

At  this  meeting  three  amendments  to  the  Constitution  were  accepted:  Mrs.  James 
Creighton  gave  a  vcA  interesting  report  of  the  Christmas  Census;  and  Mrs.  Winston 
W.  Brockner  generously  shared  with  us  her  experiences  at  the  American  Ornithologists 
Onion  Convention  in  Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana. 

(ID 


3fcivo*rq  bfta  ^nlJaoTKtaX  oA-n  xilvtdon  ^.n^aon  lo  Bbioo.a  ^nb  o i  \rQ 

rfosdo  mMI  o  ^nllzinoo  rrx  oil/  to!  no  fcirmolnl  •IdxurxJj 
.  .  •  •  .  .■■■'■ 

■  boc  t$nidO&!d  lo  lolsl^  Old  ^noidrcft/ortlj 

:'  ‘  '  '  ’  ■  , 

■  I  "  '  .  '  •  „ 

fol  od  (too  *  ctl  fc  to  r  ?  '■■  drb  add  ebiid  ^nlSoon^oIod  '  : 

•daoa  odi'  at  bool  ^rzob-  oi  afaoirq  orlt  rioiar 

*  * 

tcfc  ;  .  •  -  fl  ■ 

-  •  ■  IxrH  t*$C  obJtdU  IsoW  ID  '  focA  bloioH  ♦  eiM  od  (dttuoooox^  •.: ; 

.  ,  -  »^ioY 


■  l  •  1  '■  od  dt  .  I  I  •  •  %$  ij 

jKoY 

XOH  oo  bXori  od  IIli/ 


tfis1!  tddiO  ,0  rtrioT,  .  tM  -  :  JJOJ 

3  • 

.  vr:  r »;.j  Losntn**  adirXO 


.  n  ‘  r  ■ .  ’  ‘ ' 


’ 

'  .  i  .  •  •  tx&a  ; 

*®I  emdolq  %bodosnodaJt  omM  llA  *0£  IX-iq/i  bl  ecXXbxsob  edT  .ooaavbo  ai 

i  p  l  M9«rhbo  8iH  ,  : 
t';  .  .0  r*  )T.  .7  ; 
t:.t7 f  :£>/* 

;r  :--iLir.i'^cO  &•:  \  i  <;»j\  :or  .dul  e-;  fv-.sij  T 
'  ;  '  /i'r.'Y  ••  '.>;•!  thl  dnuoll  i  .3 


::sr< .m 

*  i 

:  ni  ’ciiiior.*-:.  edd  od  bonoeXotf  otow  bt  --dmon  .tf;  hjoear  j'nXroIXol  odT 


•  .  •  ... 
fl  florolonia  %qUhnI  bXoix 

... .  .  *  . 

■ 

**-XQL  Y.’trmd^  od 

«  ,  ' 

•  ■ 

.  •■  .  •  '  h  i 

.  .  ■ .  i  • 

..  '  -  •*.:  .  -  •  ,  tn 

ojO  - 

- 

"  ■  ■  ’  -■  .  H  l 

.  , 


CC-r: l  %M  T-  •■Jfn.-3u  -  ‘ 

**••■*•  '  -  •'■  -  •  »  .*•  • 

•  '  udttJtrfJtfaiioO  add  od  odmobem  ■  *  . 

■  ■  ■  '  ■  : 

»i»±solorfjim0  tuiotieoA  utt  4c  •ooneiieqx*  lf>4  bu  iWif  berorfa  \V 

. 

.  tin.  ■■  •  •  ;:  .  .  1  ■ 


REGULAR  MEETING  -  January  28,  1953 


Clark  Beardslee  reviewed  the  sizes,  prices,  and  characteristics  of  the  various 
parcels  of  land  which  are  available  for  purchase  as  a  Grand  Island  sanctuary.  The 
Society  instructed  the  Sanctuary  Committee  to  send  each  neither  a  letter  soliciting 
funds  for  the  purchase  of  a  sanctuary, 

Cyril  Uol fling  gave  us  a  brief  history  of  bird  banding,  described  present  day 
bird  banding  associations  and  publications,  and  reviewed  many  of  his  personal 
banding  experiences.  His  reports  of  repeats,  returns,  and  recoveries  were  particu¬ 
larly  interesting.  One  gull  which  he  banded  at  Mohawk  Point  was  recovered  in  New 
Jersey  -  another  in  Florida.  The  only  instance  of  retribution,  which  Cy  has 
observed,  occurred  once  when  he  had  just  released  a  newly  banded  Cowbird;  before 
flying  away  the  Cowbird  turned  and  bit  0y!s  finger. 


NIAGARA  LOOP  TRIP  -  Sunday,  January  4>  1953 

There  were  eleven  members  on'  this  trip.  The  most  noteworthy  observations  were 
those  of  a  Harlequin  Duck  and  a  Coot  in  Niagara  Gorge  and  of  a  concentration  of 
1500  Ring-billed  Gulls  at  Queens ton.  A  variety  of  ducks  were  seen,  some  species  in 
great  numbers.  The  visibility  Y;as  poor  in  the  morning  and  clear  in  the  afternoon* 

Ed  &  Leila  Cummiskey 


FIELD  TRIPS  planned  for  January  11th  along  Lake  Ontario  Shore  to  Shadigee  and 
Point  Breeze,  and  January  ISth  to  Cascade  Park  and  Springville  Area  were  cancelled 
because  of  bad  weather. 


PROGRAM  -  MEETING'S 

Meetings  are  at  8; 00  P.M.  on  Wednesday  in  the  Humboldt  Room  of  the  Buffalo 

Museum  of  Science  unless  otherwise  stated. 

March  11  -  "Gunning  the  Flyways"  -  A  colored  moving  picture  sponsored  by  the 

Remington  Arms  Co. 

March  25  -  Plans  for  the  Spring  Duck  Census  -  Leaders:  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Harold  L.  Rice. 

A  Typical  Day  at  the  Audubon  Maine  Camp  -  Speaker:  Miss  Lena  Turner. 

April  8  -  Dr.  Willard  F.  Stanley  of  Frodonia,  guest  speaker. 

April  25,  Saturday  -  Dinner  Meeting.  Rochester  ornithologists,  Buffalo  Audubon 

Society  members,  and  other  friends  are  invited.  Dinner  at  6:30  P.M.  - 
place  to  be  announced.  Make  reservations  with  Mrs.  Charles  W.  Avery 
(EM.  5112)  by  April  22.  Meeting  in  the  Museum  Auditorium  -  Guest 
Speaker:  Dr.  William  Gunn,  Executive  Director  of  the  Federation  of 
Ontario  Naturalists  -  Topic:  Listening  to  Nature  -  Recordings, 
Kodochromes,  and  Motion  Pictures, 


PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 

Winter  Field  Trips  may  be  cancelled  due  to  treacherous  driving  conditions  or 
poor  visibility.  Check  with  the  leader  in  advance.  Unless  otherwise  noted  trips 

are  on  Sundays, 

March  1  -  Presque  Isle  (Penna.)  and'Lake  Erie  Shore.  Leaders  Janes  Braunberns 
(FR.  2571.)  Meet  at  7$00  4.M.  at  Buffalo  City  Hall. 
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March  8  -  Canadian  Side  of  Niagara  River.  Leader:  Marie  Wendling  (PL.  6625). 

Meet  at  7:30  A.M,  at  the  Peace  Bridge.  Naturalists  from  Toronto  and 
Hamilton  will  meet  us  at  10:30  A.M,  on  Niagara  River  Parkway  above  the 
Maid  of  the  Mist  landing  in  Niagara  Falls,  Ontario. 

March  15  -  Canadian  Shore  of  Lake  Erie.  Leader:  Bernard  Nathan  (GR.  0675).  Meet 

at  7:30  A.M,  at  the  Peace  Bridge. 

March  21  -  Saturday  afternoon  -  Newstead  Sinks  and  Nearby  Area.  Leader:  Edward 

Ulrich  (PA.  88 96).  Meet  at  1:00  P.M.  on  Main  St.  east  of  Bailey  Ave. 

March  29  —  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  and  Nearby  Sinks,  Ontario  birders  will  be  our  guests. 
Leader:  Winston  Brockner  (EL.  6888).  Meet  at  7:30  A.M.  at  the 
University  Plaza, 

April  12  -  Spring  Duck  Census.  Leaders:  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Harold  L.  Rice  (BR.  4551)  16 

West  Park  Rd.,  Grand  Island,  New  York. 

April  18  -  Saturday  and  each  succeeding  Saturday  until  June  6  -  Early  morning  walks 

in  Delaware  Park  and  Forest  Lav/n.  Meet  at  7:00  A.M.  at  Runsey  Road  and 
Windsor  Ave. 

April  19  -  Cassadaga  and  other  Southern  Lakes.  Loader:  Robert  Andrle  (PA.  1411). 
Meet  at  7:00  A.M.  at  Buffalo  City  Hall. 

April  26  -  Braddock’s  Bay  for  Hawk  Flight.  Leader:  Dr.  Harold  H.  Axtell  (GR.  4100 
days).  Guests  -  Dr.  &  Mrs.  William  Gunn  and  Rochester  ornithologists. 
Meet  at  7:30  A.M.  at  University  Plaza. 
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NOTE:  The  following  members  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  are  teaching 

classes  in  the  Museum  this  spring: 

Mrs .  Anna  MacBacon  -  Nature  Crafts 

Mrs.  Alice  Ulrich  -  Blrding  for  Beginners  and  Field  Bird  Study 
Miss  Heather  Thorpe  -  Weaving 

Miss  Mabel  H.  James  -  Outdoors  with  Your  Emily  and  Friends 

NOTE:  Mildred  Baker  has  donated  ’’The  Truth  about  the  Cuckoo”  by  Edgar  P.  Chance  to 
the  Fred  Hazelton  Library. 

NOTE:  Rose  Facklam  reports  -  No  Starlings  at  her  feeding  station  in  Phoenix,  Ariz.  I 

#  #  A  #  #  #  # 

Please  mail  your  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  third  day  of  the 
following  month  to  Mrs.  H.  H.  Axtell,  301  West  Utica  St,,  Buffalo  22,  N.Y. 

EDITOR*.  Ray  McCann,  799  Potomac  Ave.,  Buffalo  9,  N.Y,  (EL.  6169) 

TREASURER:  Cyril  T.  Wolfling,  West  Wood  Road,  Box  87,  Alden,  N.Y. 
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Published  Monthly  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society.  Inc, 

Buffalo,  New  York 

THE  MONTH 

February  brought  a  continuation  of  the  unusually  mild  weather  of  the  current 
winter,  with  the  average  temi:  erature  6°  above  normal  and  new  high  records  of  58°  and 
62°  on  the  20th  and  21st ,  On  the  latter  date  heavy  southwest  winds  with  gusts  up  to 
69  m.p.h.  caused  local  flooding  along  the  lake  shore  and  Niagara  River  as  well  as 
other  damage.  Precipitation  was  scarcely  more  than  half  normal  and  the  ground  was 
bare  most  of  the  month.  Lake  Erie  remained  open. 

It  seems  surprising  that  no  unssually  early  nigration  was  noted,  Longspurs  and 
two  races  of  Horned  Larks  passed  through  on  about  the  usual  dates.  Tho  five  species 
of  Icterids  reported  during  the  month,  the  3,000  Bonaparte* s  Gulls  on  the  lower 
Niagara  River,  the  14  Great  Blue  Herons  and  several  other  half-hardy  species  wero 
more  likoly  birds  that  had  spent  the  mild  vdnter  here  than  early  migrants. 

Of  leading  interest  to  local  field  observers  were  the  continuing  presence  of  the 
two  Harlequin  Ducks;  the  five  Swans ;  the  large  numbers  of  Redpolls;  the  several 
Glaucous,  Iceland,  and  Kumlien*s  Gulls;  the  appearance  of  a  Snowy  Owl  in  an  off-year; 
a  Carolina  Wren  singing  at  Woodlawn  Beach  on  the  15th  with  an  accompaniment  of  Song 
Sparrows :  and  the  question  whether  a  certain  Junco  frequenting  Dr.  Gordon  White *s 
feeding  station  in  Port  Colborne,  Ont.,  is  just  an  unusually  brown  immature  fenalo 
Slatc-colored,  or  is  perhaps  what  all  of  us  would  prefer  it  to  be, 

Harold  H,  Axtell 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


*  indicates  first  report  of  the  year 
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#Bine  Siskin 
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Lapland  Longspur 
Snow  Bunting 
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tt 
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1 

Feb, 
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tt 

45-60 

Port  Colborne,(Qnt 
Fort  Erie,Ont. 
Port  Colborne,Ont 
Port  Colborne,Ont 
Fort  Erie,Ont. 
Niagara  Falls 
Tonawanda 
various  places 
Alden 

Gainesville 

Lakewood 

Alden 

Stillwater 

Ridgeville,Ont. 

Wheatland 

New  Road,  Niagara 

various  places 


,  White 
Thorpe 
,  White 

tt 

I 

Thorpe 
Rogers on 
Knox: 

many  observers 
Wolfling 
Mrs.  E.  Smith 
Beal 

Wolfling 

Sundells 

Selby 

Mitchell 

Co.  Vaughan  et  al 
(BOS  Trip) 
several  observers 


Previously  reported  85 
Added  this  month  14 
1953  Total  to  Date  99 

On  Reb.  22,  near  Lockport,  John  Lehrer  saw  two  Redpolls  which,  judging  from  his 
description,  were  probably  Hoaries. 


SUGGESTED  RESEARCH  PROJECTS  FOR  1953 

The  Research  Committee  suggests  the  following  projects  for  this  year  for  the 
Society  and  hopes  that  all  members  will  take  active  part  in  as  many  projects  as 
possible.  It  is  the  many  contributions,  however  large  or  small,  that  will  make  it 
possible  to  carry  each  project  to  successful  conclusion.  Reports  on  the  projects 
may  be  sent  to  Mrs.  Harold  Axtell,  301  West  Utica  Street,  Buffalo  13;.  New  York  on 
separate  sheets  labeled  ’’research” ,  or  to  any  member  of  the  Research  Committee, 


1.  A  survey  of  Buckhorn  Island  State  Park  Bird  Refuge,  including  records  of 
breeding  birds#  and  all  other  birds  seen  in  the  area. 

2.  A  survey  of  B.O.S^s  Grand  Island  sanctuary  with  the  purpose  of  watching 
the  results  of  natural  evolution  and  man  made  changes.  It  will  include  a  botanical 
survey  as  well  as  a  bird  survey.  Under  the  leadership  of  Harold  L.  Rice,  the  land 
will  be  laid  out  in  plots  so  that  accurate  locations  of  breeding  birds#  and  plants 
can  be  made, 

3.  A  breeding  bird#  census  of  Niagara  County  on  June  7.  Leaders:  Bernard 
Nathan  (GR.  0675)  and  Walter  Klabunde. 

4.  A  survey  to  determine  the  exact  breeding  range  within  our  territory  of  the 
Brown  Thrasher  and  the  Towhee#.  Changes  in  an  area  bring  changes  in  bird  population. 
It  is  the  rurpose  of  this  survey  to  watch  such  changes.  Singing  birds  after  May  25 
should  be  reported  as  breeding. 

5.  Observations  to  determine  what  birds  are  breeding#  in  Hampton  Brook  Woods, 


Hamburg. 

6.  Observations  of  the  behavior  of  birds.  Reports  on  what  you  see  birds  doing 
make  interesting  reading  and  contribute  to  the  mass  of  information  about  birdw>. 

These  reports  will  be  published  in  THE  PRQTHONOTARY. 

7.  Continuation  of  the  reports  of  birds  seen  at  feeders  for  comparison  with 

reports  of  birds  seen  in  the  woods.  .  ,,  _  , 

8.  Continuation  of  the  Shore  Bird  Count,  August  23.  Leader:  Arthur  Schaffner 

(EL.  9666),  ,  ^ 

9.  Reports  of  Eagles*  nests  seen  in  the  territory. 
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10*  Observations  of  the  flight  direction  of  migrating  Geese  and  Loons  in  the 

area, 

11,  Cooperation  with  William  Almendinger  (WA,  5136)  on  a  bone  project  which 
he  is  starting, 

*  How  to  Count  Breeding  Birds.  After  the  last  migration  date  of  any  species 
every  bird  normally  seen  in  this  area  nay  be  assumed  to  be  a  breeding  bird,  Yfliile 
the  following  are  indications  of  breeding,  (l)  singing  males,  (2)  adult  carrying 
food,  and  (3)  adult  carrying  nesting  material,  the  only  positive  proof  of  breeding 
is  the  location  of  a  successful  nest,  A  successful  nest  is  one  which  contains  eggs 
or  young  and  has  not  been  deserted.  All  observations  of  indications  of  breeding  as 
well  as  the  actual  location  of  active  nests  should  be  peported. 

Breeding  observations  are  usually  made  on  foot,  but  they  may  be  made  from  a  car 
on  the  road  by  driving  over  an  area  and  stopping  at  regular  intervals  to  listen  for 
singing  birds.  The  count  of  these  indicates  the  number  and  kinds  of  birds  breeding 
in  that  area.  However,  the  nests  of  uncommon  birds  must  be  sought  out  to  establish 
a  record. 

Research  Committee 

Bernard  Nathan,  Chn*,  224  Elmwood  Ave, , Buffalo  9 
Kathryn  Praemassing,  Sec,,  87  Linden  Ave,, Buffalo 

14 

Mary  Louise  Emerson,  587  Ashland  Ave.,  Buffalo  22 
Arthur  Schaffncr,  170  Laurel  St.,  Buffalo  8,  N.Y, 
Harold  L.  Rice,  16  W.  Park  Road,  Grand  Island, NY 
Ellen  J.  Windsor,  144  Jewett  Pkwy.,  Buffalo  14, NY 


BIRD  BEHAVIOR 

The  Crows  in  my  neighborhood  raised  a  brood  of  three  and  brought  them  to  feed 
on  the  apartment  roof  across  the  street  where  one  of  the  people  placed  peanuts  for 
the  squirrels,  YJhen  no  food  was  present  the  birds  cawed  until  peanuts  appeared. 
These  birds  stayed  until  tjge  middle  of  September,  This  is  the  only  Crow  feeding 
station  I  know.  Do  our  readers  know  of  any  others? 


During  July  I  watched  the  Common  Terns  at  Bird  Island  hovering  over  the  tubs 
of  shiners "that  the  bate-people  net.  There  were  numbers  of  the  shiners  next  to  the 
tubs  on  the  ground,  but  the  Terns  showed  no  interest  in  them,  only  in  the  ones 
swimming  in  the  tubs.  Are  there  other  observations  showing  different  actions  of 


Common  Terns? 


Bernard  Nathan 


UNUSUAL  SPRING  "DUCKS" 

Although  the  Soring  Duck  Census  is  officially  a  duck  census,  attempts  are  made 
to  include  estimates  of "the  numbers  of  all  species  of  birds  observed.  Of  particular 
interest  to  all  of  us  who  take  part  in  this  field  ^TOrk  are  the  species  which  can  be 
considered  unusual  for  this  tine  of  year.  Many  of  these  species  are  reported  for  a 

whose  plight  is  similar  to  nine  to  recognize  the  unusual  species. 
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changed,  my  correlations  nay  not  bo  perfect.  Every  species  of  bird  from  the  Common 
Loon  to  the  Red-breasted  Merganser  on  our  Field  Check  List  has  been  reported  at 
least  once  during  this  period  except  the  Red- throated  Loon,  Double -Ores ted  Cormorant, 
American  Egret,  Least  Bittern,  American  Brant,  and  the  Surf  Scoter. 


Territories-*: 

A*  -  Canadian  Side  of  Niagara  River,  Fort  Erie,0nt.,  to  Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 
B  -  Niagara  Falls,  Ont.  to  Niagara-on-the-Lake  to  Port  Weller, Ont. 

C  -  American  Side  of  Niagara  River,  Ferry  St,  to  Niagara  Falls 
D  -  Grand  Island,  north  of  Whitehaven  Rd. 

E  -  Grand  Island,  south  of  Whitehaven  Rd. 

F  -  Lake  Erie  Shore,  Dunkirk  to  Barcelona,  Bear  Lake,  Cassadaga  Lakes 

G  -  Chautauqua  Lake,  Findley  Lake,  Clyner,  Riverside  Marsh 

J  -  Randolph,  Allegany  State  Park 

K  -  Oak  Orchard  Swamp,  Lockport,  VJolcottsville 

L  -  Lake  Ontario  Shore,  Genesee  River  to  Hamlin  State  Park 

M  -  East  Aurora,  Sinking  Ponds,  Williansville 

N  -  Lake  Erie  Shore,  Fort  Erie,  Ont.  to  Port  Colborne,Ont, ,  Mud  Lake 

0  -  Delaware  Park,  Forest  Lawn,  Tifft  St.,  South  Park 

P  -  Clarence  Sinks,  News tend  Sinks,  Oak  Orchard  Swamp 
R  -  Hamburg  and  vicinity 

S  -  Lake  Ontario  Shore,  Fort  Niagara  to  Oak  Orchard  Creek 
V  -  Lake  Erie  Shore,  Port  Colborne,  Ont.  to  Dunnville,Ont. ,  Grand  River 

W  -  Lake  Erie  Shore,  Buffalo  to  Dunkirk,  Smiths  Mills,  Mud  Lakes 


Species 

Red-necked  Grebe 


Green  Heron 
D.-cr.  Cormorant 
Mute  Swan 

Snow  Goose 

European  Widgeon 

Harlequin  Duck 
King  Eider 
tj:ierican  Scoter 


Broad-winged  Hawk 
Peregrine  Falcon 
Pigeon  Hawk 


European  Partridge 
Virginia  Rail 
Sora 

Upland  Sandpiper 


Lesser  Yellow-legs 
Kumlien*  s  Gull 
Little  Gull 

Barn  Owl 


Year  Territory  Species 


Year  Territory 
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F  Brown-c .  Chickadee 

F  Long-b.  Marsh  Y/ren 

W  Mockingbird 

Brown  Thrasher 
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K  Bl.-g.  Gnatcatchcr 

P  Gray  Shrike 
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Pine  Siskin 
Red  Crossbill 
YYhite-w .  Crossbill 
Hens low1 s  Sparrow 
Oregon  Junco 
Y;hf te-cr .  Sparrow 
Lapland  Longspur 
Snow  Bunting 
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Harold  L.  Rice 
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Associate  Members; 

Mr.  &  Mrs,  George  Dick  Smith,  20  E.  Morris  Ave.,  Buffalo  14,  New  York 

Joseph  Thill,  159  Colvin  Avenue,  Buffalo  16,  Now  York 

Ernest  Lee  Uitmer,  90  V. ,  T.'inspear  Avenue,  Buffalo  14,  Nev;  York 

Corresponding  Members: 

Miss  Corl  Belknap,  117  Allendale  Avenue,  Jamestown,  New  York 
t.illiam  Bigelow,  202  Beechview  Avenue,  Jamestown,  New  York 
Mrs.  Gilbert  Burgeson,  88  Fluvanna  Avenue,  Jamestown,  New  York 
Robert  A.  Carlson,  112  Dearing  Avenue,  Jamestown,  New  York 
George  Nelms,  523  Brushton,  Avenue,  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania 
David  Rein,  533  Stowe  Street,  Jamestown,  New  fork 
Dr.  Gordon  Sanctuary,  57  Hotchkiss  Street,  Jamestov/n,  New  York 
John  kahlberg,  102  Hotchkiss  Street,  Jamestown,  New  York 


REGULAR  MEETING  -  February  11,  1953 

Million  Almcndinger  discussed  the  unpleasant  competition  among  birders  over 
their  knowledge  of  birds.  He  pleaded  for  a  more  scientific  approach  to  bird  study 
by  all  members. 

The  Prothonotarv  staff  gave  an  excellent  report  of  the  process  of  publishing 
this  paper.  They  described  in  detail  all  operations  from  the  time  that  the  Junior 
Statistician  receives  the  records  to  the  time  that  the  Associate  Distribution 
Manager  mails  the  completed  paper. 


REGULAR  MEETING  -  February  25,  1953 

Dr.  Harold  Axtell  commented  on  Million  Alncndinger* s  discussion  at  the  previous 
meeting.  Dr.  Axtell  pointed  out  that  competition  is  basic  to  all  forms  of  lifo 
including  human  beings.  Although  excessive  competition  over  our  ability  to  identify 
birds  can  be  unpleasant,  a  reasonable  amount  of  competition  can  provide  an  incentive 
and  occasionally  a  positive  inspiration.  He  also  said  that  the  most  appropriate 
scientific  projects  for  members  of  the  B.O.S.  would  be  outdoor  projects  -  such  as  a 
study  of  the  nesting  activity  of  a  particular  pair  of  Bald  Eagles. 

In  the  "Study  of  Spring  Sparrows"  Dr.  Axtell  demonstrated  study  skins  and  told 
us  many  ways  to  distinguish  these  confusing  birds.  He  suggested  that  we  work  out 
our  own  systems  of  naming  colors,  particularly  grays,  browns,  and  mixtures  of  the 
t wo.  He  said  that,  when  we  try  to  identify  a  sparrow,  it  is  important  to  notice  all 
the  markings  -  their  location,  color,  extent,  and  shape.  He  described  some  sparrow 
groups  smaller  than  the  groups  in  Peterson* s  guide,  for  example:  the  sparrows  with  a 
central  breast  spot,  those  with  a  medium  crown  stripe,  those  with  brown  edged 
secondaries  and  tertiaries,  those  with  yellow  faces,  and  those  with  triangular 
facial  spots.  Also  he  warned  us  about  the  Blue  Grosbeak,  a  statisticians*  bugaboo, 
and  showed  us  how  each  of  its  marks  can  be  easily  confused  with  those  of  the  Indigo 
Bunting. 


.LEGMNY  STATE  PARK  FIELD  TRIP  -  February  1,  1953 


The  morning  was  clear  and  bright,  but  four  inches  of  snow  and  icy  roads  dis¬ 
couraged  all  but  Mrs.  Eschelman  and  me  from  making  the  trip.  In  the  Park  we  saw 
tocos,  Chickadees.,  a  Blue  Jay,  a  Ruffed  Grouse,  and  a  snail  hawk  On  the  way  hone 
we  saw  flocks  of  75  Prairie  Horned  Larks  at  the  Jennings  Road  at  Eden  and  40  Snow 

Buntings  between  Eden  and  Mater  Valley,  , 

b  (19)  Karl  F,  Eschelman,  Leader 
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SOUTH  SHORE  OF  LAKE  ERIE  FIELD  TRIP  -  February  15,  1953 


The  day  was  overcast  Y/ith  some  drizzling  rain,  which  changed  to  snow  by  mid- 
afternoon.  Bill  Alnendingcr,  Winston  Brockncr,  Martin  and  Alice  Dietrich,  Bernie 
Nathan,  Art  Schaffner,  and  I  made  up  the  party .  The  birding  started  out  well  but 
did  not  last  through  the  day.  A  Snovry  Owl  on  the  breakwall  near  the  Coast  Guard 
Station  kept  the  thousands  of  ducks,  mainly  Canvas-backs,  stirred  up* 

The  highlight  of  the  day  came  early  when  at  Uoodlawn  Beach  we  heard  four  singing 
birds  at  once ...three  Song  Sparrows  and  a  Carolina  Wren  with  several  Cardinals 
calling  nearby.  Near  Wanakah  Winston  Brockner  saw  a  Robin.  At  Larkin’s  there  was  a 
Horned  Grebe  on  the  lake  and  a  Red-breasted  Nuthatch  at  a  feeding  station. 

The  island  at  Irving  at  the  mouth  of  Cattaragus  Creek  was  ’’dead” . . . *no  Tufted 
Titmouse  or  Cardinal  being  seen  or  heard.  More  and  moro  shacks  are  in  evidence 
there,  and  they  may  be  the  reason.  However,  one  lone  Canada  Goose  flew  quite  low 
over  our  heads  toward  tho  lake.  From  Irving  we  headed  inland  to  Versailles  along 
the  Indian  Reservation  over  Buffalo  Road.  It  was  disappointing  not  to  find  any  Snow 
Buntings  or  winter  finches.  The  Gowanda  woods  across  from  the  hospital  grounds  were 
also  barren,  the  Barred  Owls  refusing  to  put  in  an  appearance.  There  was  much  more 
snow  on  the  ground  here  than  along  the  lake.  En  route  home  we  visited  Shirley  Road 
noar  Langford,  but  vc  did  not  see  the  Red-beaded  Woodpeckers,  which  wero  there  last 
winter.  Only  a  dozen  or  so  very  friendly  Chickadees  broke  the  silence  of  the  woods 
with  their  calls. 

Heather  G.  Thorpe,  Leader 


FORT  NLiGAR,,  TO  OLCOTT  TRIP  -  Sunday,  February  22,  1953 

By  Sunday  Saturday’s  gale  had  changed  to  a  strong,  bitter  cold  wind.  Nine  of 
us  left  Buffalo  by  way  of  the  Niagara  Falls  Blvd*  At  Lewiston,  in  the  Gorge,  we 
observed  great  numbers  of  gulls,  among  which  were  the  Iceland  and  the  Little  gulls. 

After  the  warm  hospitality  of  Locust  Grove  Farm,  where  Walter  and  Philip 
Kiabunde  joined  us,  we  started  out  with  our  leaders,  Bill  and  Eleanor  Vaughan,  and 
three  potential  ornithologists,  Ray,  Anne,  and  Peggy  Vaughan. 

White-winged  Scoters  were  enjoying  the  rough  water  of  Lake  Ontario.  The  Barn 
Owl,  in  the  Wilson  cemetery  was  not  seen.  Our  observations  led  us  to  believe  he  had 
recently  been  on  his  perch  in  the  lovely  old  pine  tree.  We  drove  through  excellent 
shrike  and  bunting  territory.  If  these  birds  were  there,  they  were  hiding  either 
fro  m  us  or  from  the  wind  i  On  New  Road  we  observed  at  close  range  Northern  Horned 
Larks  and  Lapland  Longspurs.  We  had  very  good  views  of  the  yellow  eye  stripes  of 
the  Northern  Horned  Larks. 

Mary  Louise  Emerson 


PROGRAM  -  MEETINGS 

Meetings  are  at  8;00  P,M.  on  Wednesday  in  the  Humboldt  Room  of  the  Buffalo 

Museum  of  Science  unless  otherwise  stated. 

April  8  -  Dr.  Willard  F.  Stanley  of  Fredonia,  guest  speaker. 

Aoril  25  -  Saturday  -  Dinner  Meeting.  Rochester  ornithologists,  Buffalo  Audubon 

Society  members,  and  other  friends  are  invited.  Dinner  at  6:30  P.M.  - 
place  to  be  announced.  Make  resrervations  with  Mrs.  Charles  W,  Avery 
(Eli.  5112)  by  April  22.  Meeting  in  the  Museum  Auditorium  -  Guest 
Speaker:  Dr.  William  Gunn,  Executive  Director  of  the  Federation  of 
Ontario  Naturalists  -  Topic:  Listening  to  Nature  -  Recordings,  Kodach- 
romes,  and  Motion  Pictures,  (20) 
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May  13  -  "Do  You  Know  ??**  -  Speaker:  Mr.  Clark  S.  Bcardslee.  Report  of  Spring 

Duck  Census  -  Leaders:  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Harold  L.  Rice.  Plans  for  Spring  Duck 
Census  -  Leader:  Mr,  Walter  Klabunde  (Lewiston  6-2424),  Creek  Road 
Extension,  R.D.  1,  LeYdston,  Ner/  York 

May  27  -  Highlights  of  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Federation  of  New  York  State  Bird 
Clubs  -  Movies  by  Mr.  Harold  D.  Mitchell. 


PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 


April  12  -  Sunday  -  Spring  Duck  Census.  Leaders:  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Harold  L.  Rice 

(BR,  4551)  16  West  Park  Rd.,  Grand  Island,  New  York 

April  IS  -  Saturday  and  each  succeeding  Saturday  until  June  6  -  Early  morning 

walks  in  Delaware  Park  and  Forest  Lawn.  Meet  at  7:00  A.M.  at  Rumsey 
Road  and  'Windsor  Avenue. 


April  19  -  Sunday  -  Cassadaga  and  other  Southern  Lakes.  Leader:  Robert  Andrle 
(PA.  1411)#  Meet  at  7:00  A.M.  at  Buffalo  City  Hall. 

April  26  -  Sunday  -  BraddockTs  Bay  for  Hawk  Flight.  Leader:  Dr.  Harold  H.  Axtell 

(GR.  4100  -  days).  Guests  -  Dr.  &  Mrs .  William  Gunn  and  Rochester 
ornithologists.  Meet  at  7:30  A.M,  at  University  Plaza. 

May  3  -  Sunday  -  Zoar  Valley,  Leaders:  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Arthur  C.  Brettle  (EM.  4406)  and 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Ray  Kirsch  (BE.  3333).  Meet  at  8:00  A.M.  at  Buffalo  City 
Hall  or  at  8:30  A.M.  at  Hamburg  Cemetery. 


May  9-10  -  Saturday.  Sunday  -  Pynatuning .  Meet  at  7:00  A.M.  Saturday  at  Buffalo 
City  Hill.  Bring  lunch.  Important  -  Please  make  your  own  hotel 
reservations  before  May  5:  write  to  Mrs ,  Myrtle  Biolo,  c/o  Travelers 
Hotel,  Linesville,  Penna.  For  any  other  information  call  the  leader, 
Winston  Brool  :nor  (nL.  6388),  63  Ardmore  Place,  Buffalo  13,  N.Y. 

May  17  -  Sunday  -  Spring  Census,  Leader:  Walter  Klabunde  (Lewiston  6-2424),  Creek 
Road  Extension,  R.D.  1,  Lewiston,  New  York 

May  23  -  Saturday  -  Oak  Orchard  Swamp,  Leader:  Clark  S.  Beardslee  (BE.  7707). 

Meet  at  6:00  A.M,  at  University  Plaza 0 

May  23-24  -  Saturday-Sunday  -  Meeting  of  the  New  York  State  Federation  of  Bird  Clubs 
at  Bear  Mountain. 

May  24  -  Sunday  -  Canadian  Shore  of  Lake  Erie.  Leader:  Bernard  Nathan  (GR.  0675). 
Meet  at  6:00  A.M.  at  the  Peace  Bridge. 

May  30  -  Saturday  -  Canadian  Shore  of  Lake  Erie.  Leader:  Harold  D.  Mitchell 

(VI.  2587),  Meet  at  6:00  A.M.  at  the  Peace  Bridge. 

May  31  -  Sunday  -  Taylor  Hollow,  Leaders:  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Gardner  Griffin  (EM.  1680). 

Meet  at  7:00  A.M.  at  Hamburg  Cemetery. 


Please  mail  your  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  third  day  of  the  following 
month  to  Mrs.  K.  H.  Axtell,  301  West  Utica  St.,  Buffalo  22,  N.Y. 

EDITOR:  Ray  McCann,  799  Potomac  Avenue,  Buffalo  9,  New  York  (EL.  6l69) 

TREASURER:  Cyril  T.  Wolfling,  West  Wood  Road,  Box  87,  Alden,  New  York 
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Published  Monthly  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society.  Inc.« 

Buffalo t  New  York 


THE  MONTH 


March ,  like  the  previous  several  months,  was  warmer  than  usual,  by  3.6  degrees. 
This  warmth  was  almost  entirely  concentrated  in  a  two-week  period  in  the  middle  of 
the  month,  starting  the  11th,  on  which  date  Winston  Brockner  saw  numbers  of  birds 
40  to  90  miles  southwest  of  Buffalo  migrating  in  our  direction.  That  night  and  the 
following  day,  the  12th,  with  an  average  temperature  21°  above  normal  and  a  moderate 
southeast  wind  in  its  second  day,  they  arrived  in  a  definite  "wave11.  Practically 
all  migrant  species  were  exceptionally  early,  several  having  been  recorded  at 
equally  early  dates  on  only  one  or  two  previous  occasions;  yet  no  records  were 
broken.  More  than  half  of  the  months  total  precipitation,  which  was  somewhat  above 
normal,  fciL  from  the  23rd  to  27th,  supplying  water  to  the  sinks  south  of  Main  St, 
that  had  previously  disappointed  us  by  being  practically  dry  and  without  waterfowl. 

The  thousands  of  geese  and  ducks  in  the  Oak  Orchard  —  Hamlin  Beach  area  have 
made  that  region  a  week-end  mecca  for  bird  students,  with  a  European  Widgeon  for 
added  spice.  The  two  Harlequin  Ducks,  which  have  graced  one  of  the  tiny  islets  in 
the  rapids  just  above  the  rim  of  Niagara  Falls  since  November,  seem  to  have  departed 
at  last.  Redpolls,  often  in  large  flocks  up  to  500,  remained  throughout  the  month, 
and  both  species  of  Crossbills  were  reported,  as  lingering  reminders  of  winter, 

Harold  H.  Axtell 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 
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ii 

12 

4 

Allegany  St.  Pk, 

Brockners 

ii 

15 

8 

n  ii  it 

Jurkowski 

Coot 

ii 

1 

1 

Niagara  River 

Braunberns,  Nathan. 
Schaffner  (BOS  Trip) 

^Woodcock 

ii 

22 

1 

Buffalo 

Axtell 

Iceland  Gull 

ii 

8 

1 

Niagara  River 

Brockner 

Kunlienfs  Gull 

ti 

8 

1 

it  tt 

it 

Bonaparte *s  Gull 

n 

22 

2000 

11  •.  M 

ti 

Barn  Owl 

n 

28 

1 

Wils  on 

Schaffner 

Short-eared  Owl 

tt 

22 

1 

Cheektowaga 

Knox 

fcphoebe 

ii 

21 

1 

Thorn  Thicket 

Nathan  et  al(B0S  Trip) 

tt 

22 

9 

various  places 

many  observers 

N.  Horned  Lark 

tt 

15 

1 

Nye  Rd.,Ont. 

Nathan  etal  (BOS  Trip) 

it 

20 

5 

Clarence 

Mitchell 

#Tree  Swallow 

H 

22 

1 

Buffalo 

Nathan 

11 

22 

1 

Oak  Orchard 

Axtells,  Byrons  et  al 

tt 

29 

1 

Jamestown 

Rein  rep.  Parker 

Red-br.  Nuthatch 

II 

12 

18 (max)  Allegany  St.  Pk. 

Brockner 

Wright  et  al(Aud.Trip) 

Carolina  Wren 

II 

7 

1 

Woodlawn 

all 

month 

2 

Rose  Hill, Ont, 

Fisk 

(23) 
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Rod-w.  Blackbird 

#Purple  Finch 
Common  Redpoll 
Red  Crossbill 
Whitc-w*  Crossbill 
♦Field  Sparrow 
Snow  Bunting 


March 

7 

18 

S.  Shore  L.  Erie 

Wright  et  al(Aud.Trip 

tt 

14 

1 

Protection 

Griffins 

tt 

22 

32(max)Rti  75  to  Emery  Pk* 

Thorpe,  Nathan, 

Almendingcr , Schaffner 

tt 

20 

28 

Sinks 

Mitchell 

ft 

19 

2 00 (max 

)  Derby 

Creighton,  Griffin 

tt 

22 

1 

Lakewood 

Parker 

ft 

22 

1 

Shore  Acres 

Axtells 

tt 

18  ; 

20, 000 (max)  Oak  Orchard,  Hamlin 

St.  Pk. 

Beardslee 

tt 

21 

1 

Jamestown 

Parker 

all 

month 

2-500 

many  places 

many  observers 

March 

28 

4 

Wilson 

Schaffner 

it 

12 

15 

Allegany  St.  Pk. 

Brockner 

tt 

29 

1 

Sugar loaf,  Ont. 

Schaffner 

ft 

15L 

1 

Beaver  Meadow  Refuge 

Axtells 

Previously 

reported  99 

Added  this 

month 

17 

1953  Total 

to  Date 

116 

OUR  CARDINALS  -  1952 

Our  little  friend,  papa  Cardinal,  has  now  kept  us  company  practically  every  day 
for  seven  consecutive  years,  and  this  is  our  seventh  adventure  story  printed  in  the 
Prothonotary.  His  pert  mate  has  been  here  equally  regularly  for  over  four  years. 

She  is  his  third  wife  since  he  started  as  a  member  of  our  family.  They  are  both 
quite  tame,  and,  if  they  find  no  sunflower  seeds  on  the  tray,  they  stick  around 
searching  and  chipping.  We  like  to  think  that  they  are  asking  for  their  handouts. 
When  we  hurry  out  v/ith  seeds,  they  fly  to  the  nearest  branch  and  watch  us  replenish 
the  supply  on  the  tray  by  our  back  door,  and  they  are  back  on  the  tray  before  we 
have  closed  the  door  behind  us*  Except  for  their  own  broods  no  other  Cardinals  have 
been  around  in  our  vicinity.  The  male  does  not  look  older  to  us  than  he  has  looked 
other  years.  His  right  leg  is  still  sprawling  slightly  outwards  free  his  accident 
in  1948. 

The  male’s  fondness  for  old  nesting  sites  has  been  mentioned  frequently  in  these 
notes*  Ho  has  had  a  particularly  weak  spot  in  his  heart  for  the  juniper  bush  at 
Tryon’ s  window,  close  to  their  front  entrance.  His  first  nest  in  this  bush  was  in 
1947  (with  his  first  wife)  and  each  succeeding  year  this  bush  seems  to  be  first  in 
his  mind  when  spring  aoproachesj  (A  deciduous  bush  would  not  do  in  early  Spring.) 
1950  was  his  second  year  to  nest  in  the  same  position,  and  1951  the  third.  January 
15th,  1952  was  warm  (about  50°F  in  the  morning  and  406  at  noon).  At  lunch  time 
Mrs.  Tryon  watched  thru  the  window,  the  male  thoroughly  inspecting  the  juniper  and 
finally  lying  down  in  the  old  nest,  poking  around  some  and  removing  an  old  leaf*  He 
lay  there  for  ten  minutes,  occasionally  yaWhing.  A  second  inspection  of  the  bush 
followed.  Three  days  later  the  female  also  inspected  the  bush  altho  the  weather  was 
quite  wintry.  Again  on  February  17  they  both  were  seen  inspecting  the  bush  and  the 
old  nest.  Mrs.  Tryon  regularly  eats  her  lunch  by  this  window,  but  not  until  March 
17th  did  she  again  find  the  male  on  and  in  the  nest  (altho  he  had  visited  and 
studied  the  bush  now  and  then  in  the  interim),  this  time  for  about  seven  minutes. 

He  was  poking  around  and  scratching  as  if  forming  it.  The  mate  came  to  the  bush  for 
about  three  minutes  and  watched  him  while  he  crouched  low  in  the  nest  as  if  to  show 
her  what  she  ought  to  be  doing.  He  loft  shortly  after  she  did,  March  29  ’’was  again 
one  of  his  inspired  days”,  altho  the  weather  was  not  particularly  spring-like.  He 
whistled  a  lot  during  the  afternoon,  and  at  least  twice  he  was  deep  in  the  old  nest 
while  softly  whistling  for  her  to  come.  On  at  least  one  of  these  occasions  she  was 
feeding  on  the  other  sido  of  the  house  and  did  not  show  up.  The  next  day  she 
visited  the  bush  at  least  twice  but  was  chased  off  by  Grackles  both  times.  They 
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finally  decided  not  to  build  boro,  perhaps  because  the  old  nost  was  in  their  way. 

The  male  was  hoard  whistling  for  the  first  time  on  February  21,  this  year,  and 
kept  it  up  very  sparingly  but  most  every  day  thereafter.  Not  until  the  first  week 
of  April  was  he  in  good  form,  however,  just  before  starting  the  first  nest  building. 
On  no  occasion  this  winter  or  early  spring  did  we  see  him  feed  his  pretty  wife 
cracked  kernels,  altho  we  oiben  watched  them  eat  on  our  tray,  "The  old  gentleman  is 
not  as  gallant  as  he  used  to  bc,n  The  first  occasion  was  on  April  7  when  the 
sparrows  were  swarming  on  the  tray,  Ho  tried  in  vain  to  chase  them  off  by  mildly 
going  for  them  with  a  faint  hiss.  She  was  irritable  and  nervous  and  left  fer  the 
nearest  tree,  to  which  ho  then  made  several  trips  with  cracked  kernels.  Ho  fed  her 
noru  frequently  thereafter  at  the  tray ,  particularly  during  the  nesting  periods  as 
if  to  hurry  up  her  visits  to  the  food  tray. 

She  finished  the  first  nest  on  April  14  after  four  to  five  days  of  work.  It  was 
well  hidden  five  feet  from  the  ground  in  a  very  dense  yew  hedge  at  the  edge  of 
Dr.  Templet  driveway  on  the  next  lot  (between  Tryon’s  house  and  our  house).  The 
first  egg  was  found  on  the  morning  of  the  20th,  possibly  laid  the  day  before  when  he 
whistled  more  than  usual.  The  second  egg  was  laid  between  noon  the  25th  and  after¬ 
noon  of  the  26th,  April  27:  one  egg  broken  on  the  ground;  April  28:  much  whistling 
and  another  egg;  April  29:  one  egg  found  broken  on  the  ground  with  at  least  three 
small  pricked  holes  in  it,  again  incriminating  the  House  Wren.  The  next  day  the 
parts  of  the  third  egg  were  found  in  the  branches  below  the  nest.  Sure  their 
tragedies  each  year  are  more  frequent  than  their  successes  *  On  May  6  we  found  still 
another  egg  but  smaller;  the  size  ?;as  0,84  x  0.66  inches  which  suggests  a  cowbird 
egg.  Most  of  the  spots,  however,  were  concentrated  around  the  big  end  of  theegg, 
making  a  large  dark  area  there.  (Wc  found  the  sane  kind  of  egg  in  the  first  nest  of 
1950,  then  also  laid  after  the  female  had  deserted  the  nest  under  similar  circum¬ 
stances;  size  was  0,80  x  0,62;  Prothonctary  February  1951.)  I  took  out  the  egg  on 
the  12th;  altho  the  wrens  were  around,  the  egg  was  still  intact. 

May  1  and  2  were  again  highly  musical  days  in  the  male's  life.  A  second  nest 
was  built  May  9  to  12,  touched  up  on  the  13th,  seven  feet  frem  the  ground  in  an 
unusually  open  barberry  bush  and  immediately  in  front  of  Temple’s  dining  room 
window,  Mr.  Temple  reported  that  the  female  did  the  work  while  the  male  sat  around 
whistling.  During  this  period  she  too^  on  prina  donna  manners  in  letting  him  feed 
her  most  of  the  seeds  even  when  she  was  on  the  edge  of  the  tray  by  our  kitchen 
window;  One  egg  on  the  evening  of  the  15th;  two  eggs  reported  the  next  day;  she  then 
started  incubating.  In  spite  of  the  facts  that  this  nest  was  quite  openly  built  and 
located  only  twenty-five  feet  from  an  occupied  wren  house  and  both  birds  often  flew 
away  to  feed  together  at  our  tray,  no  egg  was  molested  at  any  time.  On  May  30  we 
inspected  the  nest  with  the  mirror  and  found  a  newly  hatched  baby  and  three  eggs 
which  looked  like  normal  Cardinal  oggs ,  Finally  on  June  4  we  interrupted  the  incuba¬ 
tion  by  removing  the  three  eggs,  all  unfertile.  Their  dimensions  were:  0.96  x  0.73, 
0.96  x  0*75,  and  0.88  x  0.70,  the  latter  marked  like  a  normal  Cardinal  egg.  One  of 
the  large  eggs  had  numerous  brown  spots  concentrated  towards  the  big  end,  altho  not 
as  pronounced  as  the  last  (smaller)  egg  in  the  first  nest.  Do  these  observations 
suggest  that  the  small  eggs  observed  previously,  having  normal  shell  coloration  but 
with  the  spots  accumulated  towards  one  end,  were  still  laid  by  this  female? 

The  Cardinal  baby  was  out  of  the  nest  by  June  8  and  the  same  day  the  female  did 
some  thorough  inspecting  of  a  dense  pink  hawthron  tree  in  our  own  backyard.  A  new 
nest  was  already  half  built  at  noon  the  next  day,  was  almost  finished  in  the  evening, 
and  was  touched  up  on  the  10th.  The  nest  was  thirteen  feet  from  the  ground,  and, 
even  when  it  was  completed,  light  came  thru  the  thin  structure.  The  female  stayed 
on  the  nest  av/hile  at  noon  of  the  12th;  result  -  her  first  egg.  Still  only  one  egg 
on  the  next  evening  but  three  oggs  on  the  evening  of  the  14th,  (No  Cowbirds  seen  in 
the  vicinity  for  some  time.)  June  15:  "The  two  birds  now  and  then  vjhistle  back  and 
forth  to  each  other,  she  on  the  nest  and  he  feeding  the  youngster  near  the  old  nest.” 
June  16 •  "Three  (gr<s  tonight,  Male  nor/  caring  for  the  baby  in  our  yard.  He  still 
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whistles  quite  a  bit.”  The  whistling  tapered  off  hereafter.  .June  25 s  "Hatching 
going  on  today",  Two  youngsters  and  cne  egg  the  next  day*  The  egg  was  referred  on 
the  28th |  it  was  fertile  but  the  embryo  had  died  about  half-way  thru  the  incubation. 

The  exceptionally  short  period  between  nestings  put  papa  Cardinal  on  the  spot. 
He  was  still  feeding  the  previous  youngster  on  the  27th  and  had  had  no  tine  yet  to 
teach  her  how  to  care  for  herself.  The  now  brood  now  needed  his  attention.  On  the 
28th  the  youngster  was  loft  alone.  Altho  she  was  almost  fui'l  grown,  including  a 
long  tail,  she  still  had  no  conception  of  how  to  look  for  food.  She  sat  around 
calling  hungrily  all  afternoon,  and  when  papa  showed  up  she  approached  him  in  the 
usual  manner  but  was  frequently  chased  away  from  branch  to  branch.  She  did  not 
understand  the  situation  but  came  right  back  after  him.  It  was  a  pity  to  watch  her. 
In  the  evening  the  father1 s  heart  finally  softened  and  he  cracked  a  few  seeds  and 
fed  then  to  her  in  the  nearby  tree  together  with  a  green  caterpillar.  The  same  sit¬ 
uation  existed  the  next  two  days:  an  occasional  kernel  but  mostly  a  chase.  The 
youngster  then  moved  very  reluctantly,  and  often  only  when  he  came  so  c^ose  as  to 
appear  to  hit  her  with  his  beak.  She  was  miserably  hungry.  On  the  30th  "she  began 
to  look  around  a  little  but  mostly  sat  around  begging" .  Thereafter  we  never  saw  her 
and  we  feared  for  her  life.  The  youngsters  have  always  before  stayed  around  the 
vicinity  unti}  more  prepared  to  venture  out  alone. 


When  we  inspected  the  nest  on  the  30th,  two  big  open  mouths  appeared  in  the 
mirror.  One  baby  ventured  out  on  July  5  and  the  next  morning  found  thorn  both  in  a 
nearby  low  bush  entirely  unconcerned  at  our  close  presence.  One  was  about  a  day 
older  than  the  other.  They  both  stayed  close  to  the  ground  all  day  but  wore  never 
seen  thereafter.  (V/e  suspected  one  of  the  neighboring  cats.)  On  Juno  30  the  female 
made  close  inspection  of  some  yew  bushes  500  feet  away  at  our  new  residence.  The 
malo!s  whistling  started  up  to  a  now  height  on  July  4*  and  ho  kept  it  up  fairly  well 
for  over  three  weeks,  less  thereafter.  However,  we  never  found  the  nest  (partly 
owing  to  lack  of  time  on  our  part). 


We  moved  500  feet  during  the  first  week  of  July  and  took  the  tray,  which  we 
located  at  our  back  door  only  two  feet  from  the  porch,  well  visible  from  our  living 
room  window.  Altho  the  birds  were  around  in  the  general  vicinity  and  often  on  our 
lot,  and  many  sparrows  ate  the  sunflower  seeds  every  day,  none  of  the  Cardinals  re¬ 
cognized  or  found  the  tray  until  August  27  when  the  female  felt  quite  at  home  there¬ 
on.  She  often  came  back  thereafter,  but  the  male  did  net  find  the  tray  until 
September  10.  He  then  came  on  to  it  after  some  hesitation,  but  once  there  stayed 
and.  ate  for  a  long  while.  He  was  again  seen  back  on  the  14th,  and  from  then  on  more 
frequently.  He  was  very  busy,  however.  On  September  2  v/e  found  him  feeding  two 
youngsters  in  the  shrubbery  between  Try on’s  and  Temple’s  houses.  They  had  been  out 
of  the  nest  but  a  few  days  and  had  no  real  tails  as  yet.  Hence  they  were  likely  the 
result  of  a  fifth  nest.  He  alone  took  care  of  them  and  worked  hard.  He  stepped 
whistling  altogether  about  the  4th,  At  the  same  time  he  started  to  molt,  and  he 

soon  looked  miserable.  On  the  21st  both  youngsters  followed  him  to  our  tray.  (Fe¬ 

male  started  molting  about  this  date.)  On  the  23rd  he  fed  each  youngster  in  turn, 
about  twenty  kernels  on  the  tray  before  he  himsllf  ate.  A  beautiful  and  inquisitive 
male  Black-throated  Blue  Warbler  joined  the  trio  on  the  23rd  and  tried  to  find  where 
the  food  came  from,  but  he  soon  left.  On  the  29th  the  young  male  began  to  eat  alone 

on  the  tray,  altho  both  he  and  his  sister  had  been  picking  hit  and  miss  on. the 

ground  for  three  or  four  days.  They  also  enjoyed  the  bird  bath.  About  this  day  it 
^egan  to  bo  clear  that  one  youngster  was  a  male. 


The  pecking  order  was  complicated  as  shown  from  the  following  short  abstracts 
of  the  nctes :  September  27:  the  youngster  spend  half  the  time  chasing  away  the 
sparrows;  October  1:  the  mother  happened  to  come  for  a  meal  at  the  same  tine  and 
tried  to  chase  the  daughter,  who  did  not  get  the  point  and  only  moved  a  short  dis¬ 
tance  each  tine;  October  2;  youngsters  trying  hard  fto  learn  the  caff erence  between 
seeds,  and  empty  shells;  October  4:  they  are  now  practically  independent  but  pc.pa 
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still  f Gee's  daughter  rnce  or  trace  while  chasing  away  his  sen ;  October  5:  young  male 
chasos  away  his  sister  and  tolerates  no  sparrow  on  tray  (parents  end  daughter  do); 
October  6:  they  have  quit  bogging  end  following  the  father;  the  sister  has  tn  wait 
on  the  ground  for  her  cocky  brother  tc  finish  his  meal  —  but  how  quic/ly  lie  slipped 
away  when  his  mother  showed  up  l  October  17 1  ycung  female  gone  (for  good)  the  last 
two  days;  brother  begins  to  resemble  an  adult  altho  beak  is  still  gray;  November  3s 
home  from  two  weeks*  vacation,  we  soon  heard  some  chipping  in  a  bush  next  door.  We 
quickly  put  cut  the  seeds  and  whistled  for  the  Cardinals  (at  least  we  like  to  think 
so  altho  it  does  not  always  work ) .  Defer o  the  door  was  closed,  both  adults  were 
there,  he  on  the  tray  eating,  she  cn  the  wire  looking  on.  Their  molting  seemed  all 
ever  now.  She  then  looked  over  the  ground  an^  the  back  steps  for  spilled  seeds  and 
frequently  peeked  up  to  see  if  he  had  finished  yot.  Then  she  watched  him  from  the 
eave  above  but  did  not  alight  on  the  tray  until  he  was  thru.  In  all  the  seven  years 
this  was  the  most  extreme  case  of  the  female  not  daring  to  go  on  the  tray  while  the 
mate  was  there,  altho  we  have  never  seen  him  peck  or  chase  her.  The  young  male  came 
to  eat  later;  his  beak  is  still  gray.”  This  was  the  last  day  we  saw  him.  During 
November  and  Decdmber  both  birds  ate  together  on  the  tray  about  half  the  time,  and 
the  rest  of  the  time  shw  waited  fer  him  to  finish  his  meals.  She  often  gets  here 
first  for  breakfast,  perhows  tc  get  her  chance  first.  Now  in  January  she  seldom 
waits  to  eat  if  he  is  here  first. 


During  November  the  birds  evidently  roan  around  more,  and  we  do  not  see  them 
every  day.  November  26  (59°F)s  ”At  neon  Lb's.  Tryon  found  the  male  lying  in  the  old 
1951  nest  by  her  window.  He  poked  around  some  and  stuck  in  a  couple  of  dry  leaves, 
but  mostly  he  was  lazy.  He  stayed  there  at  least  ten  minutes  before  flying  away . 

He  loves  that  bush.” 

We  arc  now  looking  forward  to  his  eighth  year  with  us  and  her  fifth.  He  has 
already  started  his  cheerful  spring  whistling  on  the  cold  clear  wintry  morning  of 
January  26  (8CF)  at  7:20  A.M.  about  fifteen  minutes  before  sunrise.  Ten  minutes 
later  they  cane  tc  our  window  for  a  well-earned  breakfast  of  seeds  just  put  out  fer 
them.  Do  you  wonder  we  love  them  as  family  members? 


Axel  and  Betty  Heilborn 
January  28,  1953. 


RESEARCH  PROJECTS 


These  are  the  research  projects  which  are  now  ready  to  go  into  operation.  This 
is  the  time  (1)  to  notice  the  Brown  Thrasher  and.  the  Towhee  and  to  report  all  of 
them  with  indications  of  breeding;  (2)  tc  plan  to  take  part  in  the  breeding  bird 
census  of  Niagara  County  on  June  7,  leaders  -  Bernard  Nathan  (GR.  0675)  and  Walter 
Klabunde;  (3)  to  observe  what  birds  are  doing  and  report  their  behavior  to  THE 
PR0TH0N0TARY  staff;  (4)  to  look  for  Eagles*  nests  and  report  them;  and  (5)  to  watch 
for  migrating  Loons  and  Geese  and  report  their  flight  direction  to  the  Research 
Committee,  Reports  on  roaearch  projects  may  be  sent  with  the  monthly  records  or 
directly  to  the  Research  Committee. 

Bernard  Nathan,  Chairman 
Kathryn  Praemassing,  Sec. 


BUCKHQRN  ISLAND  STATE  PARK:  The  following  birds  were  observed  in  Buckhorn  Island 
State  Park  during  March:  Great  Blue  Heron,  Mallard,  Black  Duck,  Canvas-back,  Scaup, 
American  Golden-eye,  Buffle-head,  Old-squaw,  American  Merganser,  Great  Black-backed 
Gull,  Herring  Gull,  Ring-billed  Gull,  Bonapartc*s  Gull,  Pheasant,  Great  Horned  Owl, 
Blue  Jay,  Red— winged  Blackbird,  Rusty  Blackbird,  Grackle,  Junco,  Tree  Sparrow,  and 
Song  Sparrow, 
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NOTE:  When  reporting  birds  seen  at  Buckhorn  Island  State  Park  or  Buffalo  Ornitholo¬ 
gical  Society* s  sanctuary  on  Grand  Island,  please  specify  which  location  (not  just 
"Grand  Island"),  as  the  organization  is  particularly  interested  in  making  a  survey 
of  each  of  these  areas. 


NEW  MEMBERS 

The  Society  welcomes  the  following  new  Associate  Members: 
Edward  A twill,  7  Audley  End,  Eggertsville  21,  New  York 
Joseph  Davis,  166  Huntington  Avenue,  Buffalo  14,  New  York 
Paul  A.  Schoellkopf,  Jr.,  70  Niagara  Street,  Buffalo  2,  New  York 


REGULAR  MEETING  -  March  11,  1953 

"Gunning  the  Flyways"  had  beautiful  scenes  of  migrating  ducks  and  geese.  The 
principal  appeal  of  the  picture  was  to  the  hunter,  but  it  also  conveyed  the  thrill 
of  being  outdoors  on  Long  Island  Sound,  on  the  tundra  of  Hudson  Bay  country,  in  the 
swamps  of  Arkansas,  and  in  other  places  where  ducks  flock. 


REGULAR  MEETING  -  March  25,  1953 

Miss  Lena  Turner,  who  received  the  1952  scholarship  to  Audubon  Nature  Camp  in 
Maine,  told  about  a  day  at  camp.  The  days*  hikes  to  a  mud  flat  and  a  sand  flat 
provided  material  for  interesting  comparisons  and  the  opportunity  to  see  and  study 
many  birds. 

The  latter  part  of  the  meeting  was  a  forum.  Mr.  Benjamin  Winship,  a  member 
from  Fort  Lauderdale,  Florida,  told  about  watching  cattle  egrets  in  Florida  catching 
insects  as  they  moved  along  with  the  cattle.  Others  spoke  of  birds  seen  at  Hamlin 
Beach,  Braddock*s  Bay,  Oak  Orchard  Swamp,  and  other  nearby  places.  Among  the  birds 
mentioned  were  European  Widgeon,  Ruddy  Duck,  and  a  white  Robin. 


PROGRAM  -  MEETINGS 

Meetings  are  on  Wednesdays  at  8:00  P,M,  in  the  Humboldt  Room  of  the  Buffalo  Museum 

of  Science  unless  otherwise  noted. 

May  13  -  "Do  You  Know??"  -  Speaker:  Mr.  Clark  S.  Beardslee.  Report  of  Soring 

Duck  Census  -  Leaders:  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Harold  L.  Rice.  Plans  for  Spring 
Census  -  Leader:  Mr.  Walter  Klabunde  (Lewiston  6-2424),  Creek  Road 
Extension,  R.D.  1,  Lewiston,  New  York 

May  27  -  Highlights  of  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Federation  of  New  York  State 

Bird  Clubs  -  Movies  by  Harold  D.  Mitchell 

June  10  -  Report  of  Spring  Census  -  Leader:  Walter  Klabunde.  Interesting  field 

reports  by  members  present, 

June  24  -  Basket-picnic  meeting  at  Old  Fort  Erie  at  6:00  P.M, 

NOTE:  Rew  of  us  ever  stop  to  realize  the  utter  dependence  of  birds  on  plants. 

Their  food  is  restricted  either  to  the  fruit  of  plants,  seeds,  etc,  or  to 
the  insect  life  which  can  exist  only  because  of  plants,  for  no  matter  what 
insect  a  bird  eats  it  can  be  traced  back,  step  by  step,  to  plants,  living 
or  dead. 


(28) 


V/illiam  Almendinger 


...  »*> 


. 


.  r.iT 


.  •./  • 


•  !  •  »*■  *  ■'  . 

■"  .*  ‘  .  ....  a 


V  .  '  no.  * 


■  ' 

.ercyj  *, 


;  ■  I* 


.1  '  -  ' :  • 

•-  "  r-  >  ■.  M 


fi  •  err.. 

'  '/■  »V 


"■a  V  • 

IS  :■ 

- 

• 

■ 

’ .. .  /. 

■%.*  * 

.  ;  :  • 

I  ;i  ;  n  v  .. 

rjfii 

..... 

i 

■  - 

,  r 

.  .  v 

..  -■  *  S.  ..  ...... 


:  .  '  '  .  ' .  :  " . "  1 V  . 

#  ’  *  p  •#  i.  •it*'-  *.  * 

f  •  r  r  *  ■ 

j  ju  -aj’. '.’i.  _ 


u  ..;r  ~  n  it:,? 

.  ;•  '  .  •  :  C  '  V  •  / ..  ,  i  ‘  ' 

1  .  i  ’  Id  t  .  i  ,  .  "  %jnl 


\;"  ^;  .  r3  'an  q  s 


•  •  '  •. 


:v,  '  •  ,  ,  ’  ...  *<! :  ’  i  *  ■  ’  j.v  :t  ; 

*e;:?i<S '  xar  i 

. .  .  £  ■ 


•  •  •  ■  •  a  •  ;•  ’  a*.  1;  '  .  !  ,  .  i'  .  .  . 

3  .  ■ .  ....  .  ■  '  i 

;  ;  1  I!  .  ’  . 

*  ’  ' 


Ip;  /j.jj  ;  p/1 

■  ■  ■  ■  nJ  .  .  •  . 

.  ■  *•  -  iia.lrrf  i  -Ln:  ‘  nr;  Jor.  1, 


;  . 

. 

•  •  '  •  •  ' 

i  *  ,  •  C  :.I  tI  ..  * 


Cl  V5l\ 


■  }  ■  h  -I  :  .  J . 


•  i ..  .  i- 


■  -i  . 

■'  ’  •  v  V . 


t  “in 


s.t  .  .Urf’  JtH  -  VS  v  •/ 


>  1 4-  ■  i 


,■  ■  ■  .  . 

..  '.I  :  -  '  ;  -r;'  v. !  '  ,  n 

1 

.00 id  oiia  •  D  - 


o.pn  j 

.  .  '  .  •  .  .  . 

/  ■  ; :  c:- 


5  •  *.1  J 


n  i 

•  i 


■  -  • .  . . 


'  rer  i 


i 


PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 


f  4 

May  3  -  Sunday  -  Zoar  Valley.  Leaders:  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Arthur  C,  Brettle  (EM.  4406^ 

and  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Ray  Kirsch  (BE.  3833).  Meet  at  8:00  A.M.  at  Buffalo 
City  Hall  or  at  8:30  A.M.  at  Hamburg  Cemetery. 

May  9-10  -  Saturday-Sunday  -  Pyma tuning.  Meet  at  7:00  A.M.  Saturday  at  Buffalo  City 

Hall,  Bring  lunch.  Important  -  Please  make  your  own  hotel  reserva¬ 
tions  before  May  5:  write  to  Mrs.  Myrtle  Bielo,  c/o  Travelers  Hotel, 
Linesville,  Penna.  For  any  other  information  call  the  leader,  Win  ston 
Brockner  (EL.  6888),  63  Ardmore  Place,  Buffalo  13,  New  York 

May  17  -  Sunday  -  Spring  Census.  Leader:  Walter  Klabunde  (Lewiston  6-2424), 

Creek  Road  Extension,  R.D,  1,  Lewiston,  New  York 

May  23  -  Saturday  -  Oak  Orchard  Swamp,  Leader:  Clark  S.  Beardslee  (BE.  7707).  Meet 

at  6:00  A.M,  at  University  Plaza, 

May  23-24  -  Saturday-Sunday  -  Meeting  of  the  Federation  of  New  York  State  Bird  Clubs 

at  Bear  Mountain. 

May  24  -  Sunday  -  Canadian  Shore  of  Lake  Erie.  Leader:  Bernard  Nathan  (GR.  0675 ), 

Meet  at  6:00  A.M.  at  the  Peace  Bridge, 

May  30  -  Saturday  -  Canadian  Shore  of  Lake  Erie.  Leader:  Harold  D.  Mitchell  (VI. 2587 

Meet  at  6:00  A.M.  at  the  Peace  Bridge. 

May  31  -  Sunday  -  Taylor  Hollow,  Leaders:  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Gardner  Griffin  (EM.  1680). 

Meet  at  7:00  A.M.  at  Hamburg  Cemetery. 

June  7  -  Sunday  -  Nesting  Census  in  Niagara  County,  Leader:  Bernard  Nathan  (GR.0675 

224  Elmwood  Ave,,  Buffalo  9,  N.Y.  Contact  the  leader  if  you  will 
participate. 

June  14  -  Sunday  -  Frewsburg  and  Riverside  Marsh,  Leader:  Irwin  Woldman  (DE.  8390), 

Meet  at  6:30  A.M.  at  Buffalo  City  Hall. 

June  21  -  Sunday  -  Wyoming  Glen.  Leader:  Sarah  M.  Knight  (GR.  6635).  Meet  at  7:30 

A.M.  at  Buffalo  City  Hall. 

June  28  -  Sunday  -  Audubon  Nature  Sanctuary  at  Java,  Leader:  William  H.  Almendinger 

(WA.  5136).  Meet  at  8:00  A.M.  at  Buffalo  City  Hall, 


CROW  CHASER 


On  January  4,  1953,  on  the  B.O.S.  field  trip  Mr.  Cummiskey,  Mr.  Ulrich,  and  I 
observed  an  immature  Herring  Gull  dashing  irately  among  five  Crows.  This  chase 
occurred  within  the  limits  of  North  Tonawanda  along  the  Niagara  River.  It  was 
strange  in  that  no  territory  or  food  could  be  deemed  the  cause  of  such  behavior. 
Although  the  Crows  seemed  to  avoid  the  lunges  of  the  larger  Herring  Gull,  he  was 
doing  exceptionally  well  as  he  had  all  five  of  his  targets  going  in  every  direction. 
Without  question  his  belligerence  was  more  than  adequate  to  cope  with  the  large 
number  of  Crows,  and  he  soon  dispersed  them. 

Art  Schaf fner . 

PLEASE  MAIL  YOUR  RECORDS  for  each  month  not  lator  than  the  third  day  of  the  follow¬ 
ing  month  to  Mrs.  H.  H.  Axtoll,  301  West  Utica  St.,  Buffalo  22,  Now  York 
EDITOR:  Ray  McCann,  799  Potomac  Ave.,  Buffalo  9,  New  York  (EL.  6169) 

TREASURER:  Cyril  T.  Wolfling,  West  Wood.  Road,  Box  87,  Alden,  Now  York 
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Published  Monthly  By  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society.  Inc. 

Buffalo,  New  York 


THE  MONTH  , 

April  averaged  very  close  to  the  normals  in  temperature,  precipitation,  and 
other  climatic  factors.  The  first  part,  however,  was  warmer  than  normal,  the  latter 
part  mostly  colder.  The  unusually  warm  first  part  was  probably  the  cause  of  some 
birds  arriving  about  the  middle  of  the  month  instead  of  at  their  usual  time  nearer 
the  end;  the  cold  latter  part  from  the  13th  onward  apparently  delayed  the  northward 
departure  of  species  that  would  ordinarily  have  thinned  out  near  the  middle  of  the 
month.  Some  of  these  latter  species  even  seemed  to  dam  up  in  exceptionally  large 
numbers.  These  phenomena  produced  a  condition  during  about  ten  days  of  the  last  half 
of  April,  in  which  unseasonably  early  arrivals  such  as  swallows  and  warblers  were 
mingled  with  large  numbers  of  unseasonably  late  departures  such  as  Tree  and  Fox 
Sparrows  —  a  situation  not  often  duplicated.  Several  observers  noted  particularly 
the  remarkable  abundance  of  Fox  Sparrows,  Hermit  Thrushes,  and  both  Kinglets  during 
this  period. 

The  swan  flight  was  light,  the  goose  flight  heavy,  25,000  of  the  latter  being 
estimated  on  the  19th  by  the  Brockners.  A  Barnacle  Goose  was  seen  in  the  area  for 
the  first  time.  There  were  more  records  of  European  Widgeon  than  usual.  The  big 
Redpoll  visitation  of  the  past  winter  ended  during  the  first  week  in  April;  the 
Rochester  migration  watchers  noted  large  numbers  moving  out  of  the  territory  at  that 
time. 

Harold  H.  Axtell 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


*  indicates  first  report  of  the  year 
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Whistling  Swan 

April 

2  F 

1 

Steiner  Rd.  Sink 

Seeber 

it 

5 

3 

Wolcottsville  Sink 

Axtells,  Ehorpe, 
Nathan, Aimending er 
et  al 

#Aner.  Bittern 

tt 

9 

1 

Little  Valley 

Axtells 

tt 

19 

1 

Oak  Orchard 

Brockners 

Canada  Goose 

tt 

19 

25, 000 (max )  Oak  Orchard , 

Shore  Acres 

tt 

*Snow  Gooso 

n 

2-26 

1 

Sinks 

many  observers 

Bine  Goose 

ti 

6 

1 

Shore  Acres 

Axtells 

tt 

9 

1 

tt  tt 

tt 

it 

19 

1 

it  tt 

Brockners 

^Barnacle  Goose 

it 

6 

1 

tt  tt 

Axtells 

Gadwall 

it 

19  F 

1 

Cassadaga 

Braunberns 

tt 

26 

1 

Shore  Acres 

Mitchell,  Gunn, 
Baillie 

European  Widgeon 

tt 

5 

1 

Sinks 

Axtells,  Thorpe, 
Nathan, Kivett  et  al 

it 

19 

2 

Shore  Acres 

Brockners 

tt 

18 

1,1 

Dunnville , Ont . 

Rockhouse  Pt.,Ont, 

Axtells 

^Shoveller 

it 

9 

3 

Shore  Acres 

tt 

tt 

18 

7 

Dunnville, Ont. 

tt 

Ruddy  Duck 

tt 

5 

2 

Stafford1 s  Pond 

Axtells,  et  al 

tt 

18 

150 (max)  Dunnville, Ont. 

Axtells 

Cooper’s  Hawk 

tt 

28 

1 

Forest  Lawn 

Emerson 

*Broad-wing  Hawk 

tt 

25 

1 

Letchworth  Pk. 

Axtells 

it 

26 

235 

S. Shore  L.  Erie 

Braunberns 

tt 

30 

126 

Hamburg 

Griffin,  Wooley 

Rough-leg.  Hawk 

tt 

5 

1 

Somerset 

Brockners 

it 

5 

3 

Hamlin  to  Olcott 

Axtells,  Kivett, 
Nathan,  Thorpe  etal 

^Golden  Eagle 

tt 

25 

1 

Letchworth  Pk, 

Axtells,  Spofford, 
Minor 

Bald  Eagle 

tt 

19 

1 

Grand  Island 

Thorpe , Hall , Green 

Osprey 

tt 

19 

1 

S.  Shore  Lake  Erie 

Braunberns 

tt 

it 

25 

26 

1 

5 

Cassadaga  Lake 

Shore  Acres,  Hamlin 
Beach 

Stanley 

Axtells  et  al (BOS- 
GOS  Trip) 

tt 

26 

1 

S.  Shore  Lake  Erie 

Braunberns 

#Pigeon  Hawk 

tt 

26 

2 

Shore  Acres 

Axtells  et  al  (BOS- 
GOS  Trip) 

Virginia  Rail 

tt 

18  F 

2 

Dunnville,  Ont, 

Axtells 

IT 

25 

1 

Buckhorn  Is.  St.  Pk. 

Klabundes 

*Sora 

tt 

18 

1 

Dunnville,  Ont. 

Axtells 

* Florida  Gallinule 

tt 

18 

1 

Bond’s  Lake 

Klabundes 

If 

24 

1 

Tifft  St. 

Murphy 

*VJilson’s  Snipe 

tf 

5 

3 

South  Dayton 

Webster 

tt 

8 

2 

Tifft  St. 

Murphy 

^Pectoral  Sandpiper 

tt 

2 

4 

Wolcottsville 

Webster,  Wendling 

t! 

8 

1 

Dunkirk 

Webster 

#Red-bkd ,  Sandpiper 

t! 

26 

1 

Ling  Road  Swamp 

Axtells  et  al 
(B0S-G03  Trip) 

Glaucous  Gull 

tt 

25 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

Mitchell 

Iceland  Gull 

It 

23 

2 

it  it 

n 

tf 

25 

1 

tt  tt 

tt 

Gt.Black-b.  Gull 

tt 

19 

1 

S.  Shore  Lake  Erie 

Braunberns 

Bonaparte* s  Gull 

tt 

8 

75 

Dunkirk 

(31) 
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* Conn on  Torn 

April  18 

1 

Dunnville,Ont. 

Axtells 

w 

24 

4 

Tifft  St. 

Murphy 

♦Caspian  Tern 

it 

19 

1 

S.  Shore  Lake  Erie 

Braunberns 

it 

19 

1 

Shore  Acres 

Brockners 

♦Long-eared  Owl 

n 

26 

1 

Braddook’s  Bay 

Axtells  et  al 

(BOS-GOS  Trip) 

Short-eared  Owl 

It 

7,8,14 

1,1,1 

Tifft  St. 

Murphy 

♦Saw-whet  Owl 

»t 

11 

2 

Braddock’s  Bay 

GOS  members,  Axtells 

♦Whip-p  oor-will 

tt 

26 

1 

Braddock’s  Bay 

Axtells,  et  al 

(BOS-GOS  Trip) 

t! 

29 

1 

Tifft  St. 

Murphy 

♦Yellow-b.  Sapsucker  ” 

5 

1 

Lewiston 

Klabundes 

n 

7 

1 

LaSalle 

Heilbom 

♦Bank  Swallow 

I! 

26 

5 

Ling  Road  Swamp 

Axtells  et  al 

(BOS-GOS  Trip) 

♦Cliff  fallow 

1! 

26 

2 

Ling  Road  Swamp 

tt  tt  it 

♦Purple  Martin 

It 

11 

2 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Fisk 

Migrant  Shrike 

It 

2 

1 

Stage  Road 

Seeber 

ft 

5 

1 

Wolcottsville 

Axtells ,  Alnendingor , 

Thorpe  et  al 

It 

6 

1 

Brockport 

Axtells 

n 

8 

1 

Dunkirk 

Webster 

it 

9 

2 

Shore  Acres 

Axtells 

it 

26 

2 

Carlton 

Klabundes 

♦Bl.  &  Wh,  Warbler 

it 

26 

1 

Braddock’s  Bay 

Axtells  et  al 

• 

(BOS-GOS  Trip) 

♦Nashville  Warbler 

it 

26 

2 

tt  n 

tt  II  IT 

♦Yellow  Warbler 

n 

30 

1 

Aud.  Refuge 

James  et  al 

♦Bl.-thr.  Gr.  Warbler1’ 

25 

1 

Letchworth  Pk. 

Axtells 

w 

26 

1 

S.  Shore  Lake  Erie 

Braunberns 

♦Pine  Warbler 

tt 

18 

1 

Bond’s  Lake 

Klabundes 

it 

25 

2 

Letchworth  Pk. 

Axtells 

♦Nor.  Waterthrush 

it 

26 

1 

Rochester 

Axtells (BOS-GOS  Trip) 

♦La.  Waterthrush 

n 

25 

2 

Letchworth  Pk. 

Axtells 

Common  Redpoll 

it 

5  L 

200 

Hamlin  Beach  St.  Pk. 

Axtells,  Nathan, 

• 

Kivett,  Thorpe  etal 

Pine  Siskin 

tt 

25 

4 

Letchworth  Pk. 

Axtells 

Eastern  Towhee 

tt 

18  F 

3 

Rose  Hill 

Fisk 

it 

18  F 

3 

Gainesville 

Smith 

n 

19 

1 

S.  Shore  Lake  Erie 

Braunberns 

♦Savannah  Sparrow 

5 

1 

Clarence  Sinks 

Axtell  et  al 

ft 

8 

3 

Dunkirk 

Webster 

♦Vesper  Sparrow 

it 

5 

1 

Barker 

Brockners 

n 

6 

1 

Batavia 

Buckland 

♦Chipping  Sparrow 

it 

9 

2 

Gainesville 

Smith 

♦Field  Sparrow 

n 

9 

1 

South  Dayton 

Webster 

it 

9 

2 

Gainesville 

Smith 

♦Wh.-cr.  Sparrow 

tt 

30 

1 

Rushford  Lake 

James  et  al 

tt 

30 

1 

Castile 

Thompson 

♦Wh.-th.  Sparrow 

it 

16 

1 

Lewiston 

Klabundes 

it 

16 

1 

Dunkirk 

Stanley 

it 

23 

1 

LaSalle 

Heilborn 

n 

23 

25 

Gainesville 

Smith 

IT 

23 

1 

Buckhorn  Is.  St.  Pk. 

'Fisk 

♦Fox  Sparrow 

II 

8 

1 

Batavia 

Buckland 

It 

11 

1 

Braddock’s  Bay 

Axtells 

It 

11 

1 

Lewiston 

Klabundes 

(32) 
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Noteworthy  Records  (con1 t. ) 

Species  Previously  recorded  in  1953  -  116 

New  species  for  April  -  -  -  45  (includes  Osprey, 

*  Total  to  date  -  161  Greater  Yellow-legs, 

L&sser  Yellow -legs, 
Rouch~wa  Swallow,  Barn 


Swal  1 07/ ,  Ruby  -or. 

NOTE:  Kinglet,  W.  Pain  Warbler 

Regrettably,  the  reoords  in  several  observers1  lists  that  were  nailed  after  the 
April  3rd  deadline  could  not  be  included  in  the  Noteworthy  Records.  In  order  that 
records  nay  appear  in  The  Prothonotary,  it  is  necessary  that  they  be  in  by  the  third 
of  the  month,  Hov/ever,  all  reports  sent  in  are  kept  in  the  permanent  file  of  the 
Society. 


SPRING  DUCK  CENSUS  -  April  12.  1953 


TERRITORIES: 

A  -  Canadian  Side  Niagara  River,  Fort  Erie  to  Niagara  Falls  -  Savage,  Almendinger 
B  -  Niagara  Falls,  Ont.  (Rainbow  Bridge)  to  Niagara-on-the-Lake  and  Port  Weller  - 

Axtells 


C  -  An.  Side  Niagara  River,  Ferry  St.  to  Niagara  Falls  -  McCanns 
D  -  Grand  Island,  north  of  Whitehaven  Rd.  -  Windsor,  Faul,  Cunniskeys 
E  -  Grand  Island,  south  of  Whitehaven  Rd.  -  Thorpe,  Dietrichs 

F  -  Chautauqua  County  -  Fredonia,  Dunkirk,  Lake  Erio  •''Shore ,  Cassadaga  Lake  region  - 

Stanley,  Shober,  Goetz,  Meierhoffen 

G  -  Chautauqua  Lake,  Riverside,  Watts  Flats,  Janostown  area  -  Beal,  Lockwood, 

Bursewicz,  Annis,  Jurkowskis 
H  -  Leroy,  Horseshoe,  Nu,  Akron,  LaGrange  Lakes,  Bergen  Pond,  Hone  Forest  - 

Pixlcy,  Annabels,  Mason,  Mahoney 

I  -  Allegany  R.  fron  Vandalia  to  Weston  Mils,  Pleasant  Valley  Swamp,  North  Cuba 
Marsh,  Cuba  Lake  -  Eaton,  Moyers,  Werrlein 
J  -  Allegany  State  Park,  Stelson’s  Pond  -  Eschelmans 
K  -  Oak  Orchard,  Y/olcottsville  -  Klabunde,  Schaffner 
L  -  Shore  Acres  -  Brockners 
m  -  East  Aurora,  Sinking  Ponds  -  Wild,  Knox 

N  -  Mud  Lake  (Rost  of  territory  not  covered  -  Lake  Erie  Shore,  Fort  Erie  to  Port 

Colbome  and  inland)  Ulrich,  Gleed  ,  Blowers,  Decker,  Vanderbles, 

Lovelace,  Turner 

0  -  Delaware  Park,  Forest  Lawn  Cemetery,  Tift  Street,  South  Park  -  Wendlings, 

Webster 


P  -  Clarence  and  Newstead  Sinks,  Nice  Road  Sinks  -  Wolf ling 
R  -  Hamburg  and  Vicinity  -  Bacons 

S  -  Lake  Ontario  Shore,  Fort  Niagara  to  Shadigee  -  Brockners 
T  -  Allegany  County  -  McMurtry 

U  -  East  Concord,  Crystal,  Line,  Java,  Beaver  Lakes,  Beaver  Meado?/  Refuge  - 

Griffins,  Creighton 

V  -  Canadian  Shore  Lake  Erie,  Port  Colborne  to  Dunnville,  Grand  River  -  Nathan, 

Emerson,  Rices,  Woldnan,  Pittell,  Inskip 

W  -  American  Shore  Lake  Erie,  Woodlawn  to  Irving,  Smith’s  Mills,  East  Mud  Lake  — 

Braunberns 


SPECIES  RECORDED: 


Common  Loon 

117 

Canada  Goose 

19,046 

Horned  Grebe 

586 

Snow  Goose 

4  *,S 

Pied-billod  Grebe 

140 

Blue  Goose 

2  K,S 

Gr.  Blue  Heron 

79 

Mallard 

212 

B.-cr.  Night  Heron 

19 

Black  Duck 

140 

Aner,  Bittern 

8 

Pintail 

944 

Whistling  Swan 

12  F,  G,  V 

Green-w.  Teal 

34  G,K,U 

(33) 
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Species  Recorded  (con * t 
Blue-?/,  Teal 
European  Widgeon 
American  Widgeon 
Shoveller 
’Wood  Duck 
Redhead 

Ring-necked  Duck 
Canvas-back 
Greater  Scaup 
Lesser  Scaup 
Acer*  Golden-eye 
Euffle-head 
Old-squaw 
White-w.  Scoter 
Aner.  Scoter 
Ruddy  Duck 
Hooded  Merganser 
timer.  Merganser 
Red-br,  Merganser 
Turkey  Vulture 
Sharp-sh.  Hawk 
Cooper* s  Hawk 
Red-tailed  Hawk 
Red-should.  Hawk 
Rough-leg.  Hawk 
Bald  Eagle 
Marsh  Hawk 
Osprey 

Sparrow  Hawk 
Ruffed  Grouse 
Pheasant 
Virginia  Rail 
Coot 
Killdeer 
woodcock 
Wilson’s  Snipe 
Grdater  Yellow-legs 
Lesser  Yellow-legs 
Pectoral  Sandpiper 
Glaucous  Gull 
Iceland  Gull 
Gt.  Black-b.  Gull 
Herring  Gull 
Ring-b.  Gull 
Bonaparte’s  Gull 
Rock  Dove 
Mourning  Dove 
Great  Horned  Owl 
Belted  Kingfisher 
Chimney  Swift 


.) 


140 

Flicker 

146 

2  K,V 

Pileated  Vidpkr, 

1  H 

651 

Yell ow-b ,  Sap  sucker 

14 

1  K 

Hairy  Woodpecker 

14 

64 

Downy  Woodpecker 

81 

115 

Phoebe 

100 

353 

Prairie  Horn.  Lark 

53 

428 

Tree  Swallow 

536 

759 

R  ough-w ,  Swall ow 

3  F,G 

1061 

Barn  Swallow 

21 

273 

Purple  Martin 

130 

274 

Blue  Jay 

78 

401 

Crow 

689 

50 

Black-c.  Chickadee 

148 

1  A 

White-br.  Nuthatch 

18 

187 

Red-br.  Nuthatch 

4  H,I 

23 

Brown  Creeper 

62 

412 

W inter  Wren 

35 

3078 

Carolina  Wren 

3  T,W 

11  F,K,S 

Brown  Thrasher 

1  0 

5  S,U 

Robin 

3754 

1  K 

Hermit  Thrush 

8 

15 

Bluebird 

61 

9 

Golden-cr.  Kinglet 

377 

1  E 

Ruby-cr,  Kinglet 

7 

7 

Pipit 

2  H,V 

31 

Cedar  Waxwing 

113 

2  G,T 

Migrant  Shrike 

1  B 

46 

Starling 

8750 

2  J,W 

Myrtle  Warbler 

8 

184 

Pain  Warbler 

1  V 

1  F 

House  Sparrow 

2788 

440 

E.  Meadowlark 

363 

187 

Red-w.  Blackbird 

5612 

2  H 

Rusty  Blackbird 

242 

78 

Grackle 

1716 

32  I,K,V 

Cowbird 

597 

11  K,T,V 

Cardinal 

59 

1  K 

Purple  Finch 

14 

1  C 

Goldfinch 

15  F,G 

2  A,V 

Crossbill  Sp. 

2  V 

3  B,N,V 

Eastern  Towhee 

20 

3050 

Savannah  Sparrow 

38 

2527 

Vesper  Sparrow 

80 

3283 

Slate-col.  Junco 

1364 

117 

Tree  Sparrow 

88 

242 

Chipping  Sparrow 

7  D,K. 

1  B 

Field  Sparrow 

48 

68 

Fox  Sparrow 

12 

1  N 

Swamp  Sparrow 

44 

Song  Sparrow 

1617 

Duck  (unidentified  sp.)  500 
Blackbird  (unident,  sp.)  1000 


115  Species 

over  71,000  Individuals 
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Spring  Duck  Census  (con’t.) 

After  a  mild  winter  and  several  touches  of  spring  in  March,  cooler  weather  pre¬ 
dominated  during  the  two  weeks  preceeding  the  annual  Spring  Duck  Census.  This  was 
the  latest  date  for  the  census  and  corresponds  to  the  1942  date,  also  April  12. 

Being  a  late  date  more  specie??  were  to  be  expected  in  the  area.  The  report  of  115 
species  equals  the  1949  record  for  the  Spring  Duck  Census.  About  22  parties  and 
70  observers  were  in  the  field  on  a  day  that  started  somewhat  cloudy,  35°  -  40°,  and 
progressively  became  more  rainy.  Light  rain  began  at  noon  in  most  areas.  Among  the 
species  seen,  several  wore  unusuql.  Four  Snow  Geese  were  reported,  two  at  Oak 
Orchard  and  two  on  Lake  Ontario  north  of  Oak  Orchard.  Two  European  Widgeon  were 
seen,  one  at  Dunnville  Marsh,  the  other  at  Oak  Orchard.  The  third  report  of  an 
American  Scoter  on  a  census  was  received.  It  was  seen  near  the  Maid  of  the  Mist 
landing.  Chautauqua  County  reported  a  Virginia  Rail.  A  high  number  of  Lesser 
Yellow-legs  (11),  Rough-winged  Swallows  (3),  and  Barn  Swallows  (21)  was  reported. 
Three  Carolina  Y/rens,  a  Brown  Thrasher,  and  eight  Myrtle  Warblers  were  welcome 
sights  to  observers.  Ty/o  Carolina  Wrens  were  reported  as  first  observations  for 
Allegany  County  having  been  found  along  the  Genesee  River  near  Wellsville.  Tv/o 
species  never  before  reported  on  a  Spring  Duck  Census  were  the  Chimney  Swift  seen  at 
the  Hospital  at  Port  Colbome,  Ontario,  and  a  Palm  Y/arbler  seen  at  Rock  House  Point, 
Ontario, 

Harold  L.  Rice,  Leader 


BARNACLE  GOOSE  IN  WESTERN  NEW  YORK  AND  SOME  COMMENTS  ON  ITS  FIELD  MARKS 

On  a  field  trip  of  the  Genesee  Ornithological  Society  of  Rochester  on  April  4> 
1953,  at  Shore  Acres,  17  miles  northwest  of  Rochester,  the  group  was  examining  a 
flock  of  Canada  Geese  resting  several  hundred  feet  offshore  on  Lake  Ontario  when 
Robert  McKinney  pointed  out  a  goose  that  looked  different.  Harry  Van  Beurden 
quickly  recognized  it  as  a  Barnacle  Goose,  Branta  leucopsis  (Bechstein).  The  others 
present,  including  several  of  Rochesterfs  most  experienced  field  students,  soon 
concurred  in  the  identification.  The  follovdng  day,  ^pril  5,  a  number  of  other 
persons  from  Rochester  also  saw  the  bird  under  similar  conditions. 

On  April  6,  Mrs.  Axtell  and  I,  having  heard  about  this  European  wanderer,  spent 
most  of  the  day  looking  for  it.  At  about  four  o1 clock  Mrs,  Axtell  finally  found  it 
among  an  estimated  1200  Canada  Geese  in  a  field  of  winter  wheat  east  of  Shore  Acres 
pond.  For  nearly  an  hour  we  studied  it  and  Yzrote  descriptive  notes  as  it  stood, 
walked,  flew,  and  fed  in  the  wheat  field  and  an  adjacent  field  of  prostrate  corn 
stalks.  We  watched  it  with  7x35  and  8x30  Bausch  and  Lomb  binoculars,  and  37x  and 
6Qx  telescopes,  all  in  good  condition,  at  distances  between  400  and  600  feet. 

Our  detailed  descriptive  notes  hatfe  been  placed  on  file  in  the  April  1953  Pro- 
thonotary  Noteworthy  Records  reports  and  need  not  be  repeated  here,  A  few  comments 
may  be  helpful,  however,  to  those  field  students  who  have  occasion,  as  most  of  us  do, 
to  look  ever  flocks  of  hundreds  or  thousands  of  geese  in  hopes  of  finding  an  occas¬ 
ional  rarity  such  as  a  Barnacle  Goose. 

* 

This  individual  at  Shore  Acres  is  more  accurately  depicted  by  T.M,  Shortt’s 
illustration  in  F.N,  Kortright’s  Ducks .  Geese  and  Swans  of  North  America,  Plate  3, 
than  by  Peterson* s  Field  Guide,  Plate  5;  it  resembles  the  former  and  differs  from 
the  latter  in  the  much  wider  black  loreal  stripe,  more  contrastingly  cross— barred 
wings ,  and  less  pale  sides  and  flanks  tfhich  are  visibly  though  not  strikingly  barred. 


In  our  search  for  the  Barnacle  Goose  we  had  been  expecting  a  bird  noticeably 
smaller  than  the  Canada  Geese  and  were  therefore  surprised  that  we  could  not  pick  it 
out  from  among  the  latter  by  size  cither  in  flight  or  on  land.  To  us  the  body  size 
and  v/ingspread  did  not  appear  distinguishable  from  some  of  the  smallest  Canadas;  the 
neck,  however,  in  the  standing  bird  looked  slightly  shorter  and  very  noticeably 

thicker. 
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Barnacle  Goose  (ecn’t.) 

On  the  water  the  extensively  white  face  may  be  the  best  field  character  for 
which  to  look,  When  the  bird  is  resting,  walking,  or  feeding  on  land,  however,  this 
mark  takes  about  third  place  in  order  of  usefulness  for  finding  the  bird  and  often 
may  easily  be  overlooked  entirely.  By  much  practice  we  learned  that  we  could  find 
the  Barnacle  Goose  among  the  1200  Canadas  most  quickly  by  looking  for  either  one  or 
both  of  two  field  characters:  (1)  a  gray  goose,  or  (2)  a  black-chested  one.  We 
describe  the  general  color  effect  of  the  sides,  wings,  and  back  in  the  standing 
Barnacle  Goose  as  TTbetween  brownish  gray  and  gray,”  and  in  the  Canada  as  ’’between 
gray-brown  and  .grayish  brown.”  This  is  a  striking  difference  to  one  who  is 
observant  of  color  differences.  The  sharply  defined  black  chest  also  serves  as  an 
excellent  mark  for  finding  this  bird  quickly  among  Canadas  on  land  even  when  it  is 
facing  somewhat  more  than  90  degrees  away  from  the  observer. 

So  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  learn,  this  is  the  first  reported  instance  of 
Barnacle  Goose  in  New  York  State  away  from  Long  Island. 

Harold  H.  Axtell 


BUCKHORN  ISLAND  STATE  PARK 


The  following  birds  were  observed  in  Buckhom  Island  State  Park  during  April: 
Great  Blue  Heron,  American  Widgeon,  Wood  Duck,  American  Golden-eye,  Buffle-head, 
Red-breasted  Merganser,  Sparrow  Hawk,  Virginia  Rail,  Herring  Gull,  Ring-billed  Gull, 
Bonaparte’s  Gull,  Belted  Kingfisher,  Flicker,  Downy  Woodpecker,  Tree  Swallow,  Blue 
Jay,  Crow,  Black-capped  Chickadee,  Robin,  Starling,  Eastern  Meadowlark,  Red-winged 
Blackbird,  Rusty  Blackbird,  Crackle,  Coubird,  Slate-colored  Junco,  White-throated 
Sparrow,  and  Song  Sparrow, 


BIRD  BEHAVIOR 

On  either  side  of  our  bird  feeding  table  my  husband  put  a  nail,  on  which  we 
spear  yellow  cobs  of  corn.  Last  spring  we  noticed  an  American  Crow  flying  by  a 
number  of  times  over  the  lilac  bushes  which  grow  behind  the  feeding  tables  The 
Crow  seemed  too  shy  to  fly  down  to  the  table  for  the  corn,  but  was  obviously 
attracted  by  it. 

husband  decided  to  spear  a  cob  of  corn  on  top  of  a  post  above  our  lower 
field,  especially  for  the  Crow.  In  a  very  short  time  the  big  bird  came  flapping 
down,  balanced  himself  expertly  on  the  post  and  helped  himself  to  the  corn.  Even 
though  he  was  ’’just  a  crow”  he  gave  us  much  pleasure,  and  looked  handsome,  the  rich 
blue-black  of  hi3  plumage  contrasted  with  the  bright  yellow  of  the  corn  cob.  If  he 
gave  us  pleasure,  we  gave  him  some,  as  he  was  seen  daily  at  the  corn  cob  until 
nesting  responsibilities  took  him  into  the  woods. 

V.e  were  interested  to  sec  Bernard  Nathan’s  note  on  Crows  coming  for  peanuts. 
Well,  they  will  come  for  corn  too. 

Doris  Huestis  Speirs 
Pickering,  Ontario 


REGULAR  MEETING  -  April  8,  1953 

Dr.  Hillard  F.  Stanley  showed  us  his  collection  of  postage  stamps  with  birds 
on  them. 

MEETING  -  April  25,  1953 

After  having  had  dinner  at  Bethlehem  Evangelical  and  Reform  Church,  the  members 
and  their  friends  met  in  the  Museum  of  Science  where  Dr.  Vi Ilian  Gunn  of  Toronto 
gave  us  the  pleasure  of  hearing  the  excellent  tape  recordings  of  bird  songs  which 
he  had  made  in  the  field.  (36) 
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PJS C  0MHE1TDAT XCNS  FOR  THE  SANCTUARY 

The  Research  Committee  makes  the  following  recommendations 
for  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society1 s  sanctuary  on  Grand 
Island: 

1.  The  entire  area  shall  be  left  untouched  for  one  year, 
or  until  a  satisfactory  survey  of  the  sanctuary  can 
be  made . 

2.  A  detailed  history  of  the  sanctuary  shall  be  kept. 

3.  A  complete  botanical  inventory  shall  be  made, 

4.  A  complete  zoological  inventory  shall  be  made, 

5.  Plans  for  changes  in  the  sanctuary,  especially  area  C, 
shall  be  made.  (See  sketch  below.) 

These  recommendations  will  be  up  for  discussion  at  the 
regular  meeting  on  June  24th. 


Research  Committee-  B,  Nathan,  Chairman 

K.  Praemassing,  Sec. 


•iTJG’HZ'-JYcs  3!T  HO"  SIOI'rACIKZIDCC: 

-'  ’  '  ”’*85  i 

fcosiO. i .o  -'i.wrforic;.  e'-tfotooti  S.&ot-0oLoi:tl~tO  oUYiaC  a:.'*  «iot 

•  f'n  "*•  r  <’  X 

:  dosjotwj  JteX  ecf  XlJfcf*  •  rrl^nt  , 

•;~v’  .ij  lo  vovx/c  vrio.t.u^'iBiu xse  a  lito"  rio 

G  :  "*  - 

■'■••■  .  .  •  •  :  .  .  .  J  . 

*  t  .  :  ...  .  ■ 

a  XaoXsoXOOS  .  . 

f&ooAB  exit  rrJt  Be&u&ci  .  .  • 

C.  woX 

■  aXX>  *xol  q//  ecf  XX Xv  laoi 

0/£jL£l»  no  snXXoen:  using  on 


ruerrxXsriD  , n^xf+rTI  #<v 

*  •  k  ~4  *  ." 


«<'■-  4  *  G;.0 0  :  0'I/5Gr  *' 


BRnDDQCK’S  BAY  FIELD  TRIP 

April  26,  1953 


rtA  fog  sandwich  on  rain”  night  describe  this  day* s'  weather,  v/ith  several  hours 
of  rain  at  both  beginning  and  end,  and  a  rather  heavy  fog  in  between.  The  nine  cars 
of  the  Buffalo  contingent  carried  about  30  BOS  nenbers  and  Buffalo  Audubon  Society 
guests  together  with  our  two  guests  of  honor  from  Toronto,  William  Gunn  and  Janes 
Baillie.  At  Braddock’s  Baj'-  near  Rochester  we  were  net  by  about  ten  nenbers  of  the 
Genesee  Ornithological  Society  who  led  us  to  sono  of  their  best  birding  areas  in 
that  vicinity.  There  were  also  five  persons  from  Syracuse  under  the  leadership  of 
Walter  Spofford,  and  three  fron  the  Cornell  University  Laboratory  of  Ornithology. 

The  weather  conditions  prevented  most  hawks  fron  nigrating.  This  disappoint¬ 
ment  was  more  than  atoned  fan?,  however,  by  tho  variety  of  birds  and  the  unusual 
abundance  of  most  kinds.  Tho  numerous  Fox  Sparrows  were  singing  more  than  many  of 
us  had  ever  heard  before.  A  WTiip-poor-will  that  was  flushed  several  tines,  a  Long¬ 
eared  Owl  seen  very  well  both  at  rest  and  several  tines  in  flight,  an  early  Red- 
backed  Sandpiper,  a  Snow  Goose,  5  Ospreys,  and  2  Pigeon  Hawks  were  among  the  many 
peaks  of  the  day’s  birding,  during  which  more  than  90  species  were  observed  by  the 
group . 

Harold  H.  Axtell,  Leader 

PROGRAM  -  MEETINGS 

June  10  -  Wednesday  at  8:00  P.M*  in  the  Humboldt  Room  of  the  Buffalo  Museun  of 

Science  -  Report  of  Spring  Census  -  Leader:  Walter  Klabunde. 
Interesting  field  reports  by  nenbers  present. 

June  24  -  Wednesday  -  Basket  picnic  meeting  at  Old  Fort  Erie  at  6:00  P.M. 

NO  REGULAR  MEETINGS  IN  JULY  AND  AUGUST 

PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 


Field  trips  are  on  Sundays  unless  otherwise  noted. 

June  7  -  Nesting  Census  in  Niagara  County.  Leader:  Bernard  Nathan  (GR.  0675 )>  224 
Elmwood  Ave.,  Buffalo  9,  N.Y.  Contact  the  leader  if  you  will  participate. 

June  14  -  Frewsburg  and  Riverside  Marsh.  Leader:  Irwin  Woldman  (DE.  8390).  Meet  at 
6:30  A.M.  at  Buffalo  City  Hall. 

June  21  -  Wyoming  Glen.  Leader:  Sarah  M.  Knight  (GR.  6635).  Meet  at  7:30  A.M.  at 
Buffalo  City  Hall.  # 

June  28  -  Audubon  Nature  Sanctuary  at  Java.  Leader:  William  H.  Almendinger  (V/ A. 5136) 
Meet  at  8:00  A.M.  at  Buffalo  City  Hall. 

July  12  -  Shorebird  Trip.  Leader:  Mary  Louise  Emerson  (LI.  0067).  Meet  at  7:00  A.M. 
at  Peace  Bridge . 

Saturday,  July  18  -  Picnic  at  Till’s  Hills,  Back  Creek  Road,  Patchin  (Turn  west  off 
Route  219  at  Patchin).  Field  trip  at  2:00  P.M.  -  picnic  at  6:00  P.M.  The 
charge  for  the  picnic  will  be  $1.00.  For  reservations  call  Eugenia 
Praomassing  (VI#  3289)  or  Mrs.  Charles  Avery  (EM.  5112)  before  July  15th. 

July  26  -  Shorebird  Trip  -  Leader:  Kathryn  Praemassing  (VI.  3289).  Meet  at  7:00  A.M. 
at  Peace  Bridge. 


NOTE:  Robert  Hermes  reports  that  birding  in  Atlanta,  Georgia  is  delightful  -  there 
are  no  Starlings  or  House  Sparrows* 

Please  mail  your  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  third  day  of  the  following 
month  to  Mrs,  H,  H,  Axtell,  300.  West  Utica  St,,  Buffalo  22,  N.Y, 

EDITOR:  Ray  McCann,  799  P&tomac  Ave.,  Buffalo  9,  N.Y.  (EL.  6169) 

TREASURER:  Cyril  T.  Wolfling,  West  Wood  Road,  Box  87,  Alden,  New  York 

(38) 
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Published  Monthly  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithologies 1  Society,  Inc, 

Buffalo,  New  York 


THE  MONTH 

May  was  a  very  wet  month,  — -  the  fourth  wettest  on  record,  and  the  wettest  in 
fifty  years.  Total  precipitation  was  6.39  inches,  compared  with  a  normal  of  2, 4V 
inches,  Reports  were  in  agreement  that  the  migration  was  a  relatively  thin  one,  and 
certainly  many  of  the  date3  of  first  arrival  were  surprisingly  late.  Notable  in 
this  category  were  Upland  Sandpiper,  Spotted  Sandpiper,  Chimney  Swift,  the  marsh 
wrens,  the  vireos  (averaging  seven  days  late),  and  Grasshopper,  Henslow’o,  and 
Lincoln  Sparrows.  King  Rails  were  found  in  three  places  in  Ontario,  leading  us  to 
hope  that  this  fine  bird  is  increasing  ,iust  a  bit  in  numbers.  The  shore  bird  migra¬ 
tion  was  splendid,  though  almost  entirely  confined  to  the  Canadian  shore.  The 

Curler;  flight  was  far  beyond  anything  seen  in  recent  years ,  -  in  fact  there  is  no 

record  of  any  spring  migration  of  these  birds  from  the  early  days  up  to  1933,  when 
a  single  bird  appeared.  It  was  nice  to  have  the  brant  return  another  year  and  to 
find  a  Western  Meadowlark  on  the  spring  census.  If  the  month  lacked  any  pronounced 
"waves”,  it  seemed  as  though  our  spring  census  was  taken  on  a  "trough”  day,  so  hard 
was  it  to  dig  out  the  birds |  our  observers  deserve  credit  for  achieving  such  a  high 
count  under  unfavorable  conditions. 

Clark  S.  Beardslee 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 
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if 

23 

2 

Rockhouse  Pt,,Qnt, 

Andrle,  Yates 

Turkey 

it 

8 

1 

Allegany  St,  Pk. 

Heilborns 

11 

10 

2 

it  tt  n 

McCanns 

♦King  Rail 

it 

14-24 

1-2 

Dunnville  Area,  Low- 
Banks,  Ont. 

Axtells ;  Beardslee, 
Nathan,  et  al 

♦Ringed  Plover 

11 

10 

2 

Dunnville,  Ont. 

Axtells,  Braunberns, 
Nathan  et  al 

♦Black-bell.  Plover 

n 

14 

1 

Morgan T s  Pt.,0nt. 

Axtoll,  Beardslee 

11 

23 

3-55 

Can  * shore  L,  Erie 

many  observers 

♦Ruddy  Turnstone 

n 

16 

1 

Erie  Beach, Ont. 

Axtells 

♦Hudsonian  Curlew 

it 

21 

1 

Buckhorn  Is.St.Pk. 

Mitchell ,  A twill, 
Mathews,  et  al 

n 

23 

1 

Olean 

Eaton 

n 

23 

150 

Windmill  Pt.,Gr.t. 

I'h  •:  hlam ,  Pr aemass  ing 

w 

23 

144 

Can c shore  1,  Erie 

Andrle,  Yates 

tt 

23 

41 

Pt,  Abino,0nte 

Hickmans 

n 

24 

530 

Can, shore  L,  Erie 

Nathan  et  al(B0S  Trip) 

♦Upland  Sandpiper 

it 

2 

3 

Fnrnham 

Axtells 

♦Spotted  Sandpiper 

11 

2 

1 

Rose  Hill,  Ont. 

Fi  sk 

Knox; 

it 

24 

5 

Can .shore  L*  Erie 

Nathan  et  al(B0S  Trip) 

♦V/h ,  -rump .  Sandpiper 

11 

30 

2 

Morgan* s  Pt.pGat, 

Schaffner,  Mitchell, 
et  al  (BOS.  Trip) 

♦Least  Sandpiper 

it 

10 

2 

Dunnville,  Ont. 

Axtells ,  Braunberns , 
Schaffner,  et  al 

ti 

14 

2 

Rose  Hill,  Ont. 

Fisk 

E.  Dowitc-hcr 

n 

24 

1 

Can. shore  L.  Erio 

Nathan  et  al(B0S  Trip) 

♦Snnderling 

11 

24 

1 

Can. shore  L.  Erie 

11  11  ii  n 

Glaucous  Gull 

ti 

3 

1 

Niagara  Gorge 

Axtells,  Braunberns, 
Schaffner,  et  al 

Kumlien’s  Gull 

ti 

29L 

1 

Pt.  Abino,  Ont. 

Schaffner 

Gt.  Black-o.  Gull 

tt 

24L 

3 

Can.  shore  L.  Erie 

Nathan  et  al  (BOS  Trip) 

Little  Gull 

IT 

2 

1 

Old  Fort  Erie, Ont. 

Nathan,  Schaffner, 
Emersons 

Caspian  Tern 

11 

3 

2 

Fort  Erie, Ont. 

Axtells,  Nathan, 

Woldman  et  al 

11 

23 

2 

Windmill  Pt;,  Ont. 

Fncklum ,  Praemas  s ing 

♦Black  Tern 

II 

3 

6 

Fort  Erie, Ont. 

Axtells ,  Braunberns , 
Thorpe  et  al 

tl 

10 

2 

Bu  ckh or n  Is.St.Pk. 

Rices 

♦Yell or -b.  Cuckoo 

n 

10 

1 

Gainesville 

E.  Smith 

ti 

16 

2 

Oak  Or chard 

Tulin  offs 

♦Black-b.  Cuckoo 

it 

3 

3 

n  it 

n 

11 

10 

2 

Gainesville 

E.  Smith 

♦Barred  Owl 

11 

7 

1 

Allegany  St.  Pk. 

Heilborns 

11 

14 

1 

Reed  RC.,  Chili 

Brookner 

♦Nighthawk 

it 

16 

1 

Buffalo 

Axtells 

11 

17 

1 

Wells  ville 

(40) 
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^Chimney  Swift 

May  3 

12 

various  places 

Axtells , Nathan, 

S chaff nor,  et  nl 

n 

3 

1 

Zoar  Valley 

Br e  ttle s ,  ft i rs c hoc ; 
et  al  (BOS  Trip) 

^Hummingbird 

it 

5 

1 

LaSalle 

He  Hoorn 

n 

10 

1 

Castile 

Thomps on 

?t 

10 

1 

Gainesville 

Ea  Smith 

^Red-headed  Wdpkr. 

if 

1 

1 

Kennore 

Warren  rep.  Thorpe 

tt 

3 

3 

Zoar  Valley 

Brettles,  Kirsches  et  al 
(30S  Trip) 

^Kingbird 

tt 

2 

4 

Ferby 

Axtells 

it 

3 

; 

Wells vilie 

Me  Muir  try 

*Crested  Flycatcher 

tt 

2 

4 

Buffalo 

Axtells 

tt 

5 

i 

Forest  Lawn 

Witebsky,  Emerson 

#Least  Flycatcher 

tt 

5 

2 

Delaware  Pk, 

Axtell 

*Wood  Pewee 

tt 

10 

1 

Runsay  Ridge 

Rices 

tt 

11 

1 

Delaware  Pk. 

Hickmans 

*01ive-s.  Flycatcher 

tt 

26 

2 

Delaware  Pk.  &  Forest 

Lawn  Schaffner  &  Nathan 

Red,-br.  Nuthatch 

tt 

30 

1 

Rockhoust  Ft.,Ont. 

Mitchell  et  al(BGS  Trip) 

tt 

31L 

1 

Niagara  Frontier 

Brockner 

*House  Wren 

it 

2 

2 

Rose  Hill,  Ont. 

Fisk 

it 

2 

4 

Lake  Shore  Rd. 

Axtells 

Carolina  Wren 

all  month 

2 

Rose  Hill,  Ont. 

Fisk 

May 

20 

1 

Oakfield 

Phoney, rep.  Pixley 

tt 

31 

1 

Youngstown 

Brockner 

#Long-b.  Marsh  Wren 

tt 

7 

1 

Tifft  St. 

Axtell 

it 

9 

2 

Buckhorn  Is. St.  Pk. 

Rice,  Friedenberg 

#Catbird 

tt 

2 

1 

Derby 

Axtells 

tt 

3 

1 

Zoar  Valley 

Brettles,  Kirches,et  al 
(BOS  Trip) 

tt 

3 

1 

Forest  Lawn 

Brockner 

*Wood  Thrush 

tt 

2 

1 

Rose  Hill,  Ont. 

Fisk 

tt 

3 

1 

Batavia 

Buckland 

tt 

3 

1 

Zoar  Valley 

Brettles,  Kirsches  et  al 
(BOS  Trip) 

#01ive-b.  Thrush 

tt 

4 

1 

Forest  Lawn 

Emerson 

it 

6 

1 

LaSalle 

Heilborn 

Gray-ch.  Thrush 

it 

3QL 

1 

Erie  Beach, Ont. 

Mitchell  et  al  (BOS  Trip) 

#Veery 

tt 

2 

2 

Derby 

Axtell 

tt 

9 

1 

Beaver  Is .St,  Pk. 

Ward,  Inskip 

*Bl.-gr,  Gnatcatcher 

it 

2 

2 

Lake  Shore  Rd, 

Axtells 

tt 

3 

1 

Can. shore  L.  Erie 

Axtells , Nit han , Th  orpe 

etal 

tt 

3 

1 

Beaver  Is. St.  Pk. 

Witebsky,  Emersons 

Ruby-cr.  Kinglet 

tt 

24 

2 

Can. shore  L.  Erie 

Nathan  et  al(BOS  Trip) 

tt 

30L 

2 

it  tt  tt  tt 

Mitchell  et  al(BOS  Trip) 

Migrant  Shrike 

tt 

3 

2 

Virgil, Ont. 

Axtells ,Braunborns , 
Schaffner,  et  al 

*Yellow-th.  Vireo 

n 

15 

1 

Wellsville 

McMurtry 

tt 

24 

2 

Can. shore  L.  Erie 

Nathan  et  al (BOS. Trip) 

tt 

31 

1 

Taylor  Hollow 

Wendlings,D.  Griffin, 
Griffin 

# Solitary  Vireo 

tt 

11 

1 

Erie  Beach, Ont. 

Schaffner 

tt 

14 

1 

Rock  House  Pt.,Ont. 

Axtell,  Beardslee 

tt 

16 

1 

Oak  Orchard 

Tulinoffs 

#Red-eyod  Vireo 

tt 

10 

5 

Gainesville 

E.  Smith 

t» 

16 

2 

Can. shore  L.  Erie 

Axtells 

tt 

16 

2 

Buffalo 

Brockner 
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# Philadelphia  Vireo 

Way 

14 

1 

Rockhouse  Pt.,Ont. 

Axtell,  Beardslee 

tt 

3.3 

1 

Wellsville 

McMurtry 

it 

19 

1,1 

Buckhorn  Is.St.Pk. 

Delaware  Pk. 

Axtell 

Garbling  Vireo 

ti 

8 

2 

Delaware  Fk, 

Axtell,  Schaffncr 

aprothon’y*  Warbler 

n 

9 

1 

Buckhorn  Is  .St.,  Pk. 

Rice,  Friedenberg 

1! 

2 

1 

Ch  au  tauqua  L .  Outl  e t 

Parker,  Rein 

It 

16 

1 

Oak  Orchard 

Tulin off 

It 

22,31 

1,2 

1!  IT 

Brcckner 

#Golden-v,T.  Warbler 

It 

9 

1 

Buckhorn  Is.St.Pk. 

Rico , Friedenberg 

tt 

16 

1 

Rock a  ous e  P t . , Qnt . 

Axtells,  Andrle, Yates 

n 

24 

3 

Derby  to  Irving 

Braunberns 

#Blue-w.  Warbler 

it 

5 

3 

Taylor  Hollow 

McCann, Creighton, 

Griffin 

tt 

12 

1 

Wellsville 

McMurtry 

n 

16 

1 

Taylor  Hollow 

Axtells,  Thorpe 

^Tennessee  Warbler 

« 

13 

8 

Delaware  Pk. 

Eners  on 

it 

14 

2 

Canadian  Shnre  L.Erie  Axtell,  Beardslee 

tt 

31L 

3 

Taylor  H  oil  or; 

Rices,  Wards 

#Orange-cr,  Warbler 

ti 

9 

1 

Delaware  Pk, 

Witebsky,  Woldman, 

Emerson,  et  al 

#Parula  Warbler 

tt 

3 

1 

Horseshoe  Lake 

Masons  rep.  Pixley 

tt 

3 

1 

Erie  Beach, Ont. 

AxtdLls,  Nathan, 

Thorpe,  et  al 

it 

4 

1 

Delaware  Pk, 

Hickman 

n 

24L 

1 

Can. shore  L.  Erio 

Nathan  et  al(B03  Trip) 

^Magnolia  Warbler 

ti 

2 

1 

L.  Shore  Rd. 

Axtells 

it 

5 

2 

Taylor  Hollow 

McCann,  Creighton, 

Buckhorn  Is.^t.  Pk. 

Griffin 

#Capc  May  Warbler 

n 

10 

2 

Rices 

it 

12 

1 

Delaware  Pk. 

Ax tell,  Nathan  et  al 

tt 

31L 

4 

Niagara  Frontier 

Brockner 

*31 . -thr ,B1 .Warbler 

ti 

2 

1 

Irving 

Axtells 

it 

5 

2 

Taylor  Hollow 

McCann,  Creighton, 

Griffin 

^Cerulean  Warbler 

it 

5 

2 

ti  n 

ti  n  if 

n 

10 

2 

Albion 

Smith 

^Blackburnian  Warbler  n 

2 

1 

Rose  Hill, Ont. 

Fisk 

it 

3 

2 

Ft.  Erie, Ont. 

Braunbems 

#Chestnut-s .Warbler 

it 

5 

1 

Batavia 

Pixley 

it 

5 

4 

Taylor  Hollow 

McCann, Creighton , Griffin 

it 

7 

1 

Holland 

McCann,  James  et  al 

#Bay-br  .Warbler 

tt 

12 

4 

Delaware  Pk. 

Axtell, Nathan  et  al 

tt 

14 

1 

Reed  Rd.,  Chili 

Brockner 

ti 

14 

6 

CanadianShore  L.Erie 

Axtell,  Beardslee 

#3lack-poll  Warbler 

ti 

15 

1 

’Wellsville 

McMurtry 

tt 

20 

2 

Taylor  Hollow 

Axtell,  Bacon  et  al 

*Prairie  Warbler 

tt 

6,7,8 

1,1,1 

E.  Bethany 

Annabal  rep.  Pixley 

n 

9 

1 

Beaver  Island,St.Pk, 

Ward,  In skip 

ii 

14 

1 
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*Yellow-br.  Chat 

May  17 
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l.'ellsville 

Me  Mar  try 

u 

2j5 
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Taylcr  Hollow 

Axtelis 

^Hooded  Warbler 

tt 

5 
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it  it 

McCann ,  Creighton ,  G-rif  f  1 

ti 

16 

3 

tt  it 

Axtelis? 

*B1. -capped  Warbler 
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Gainesville 

E,  Smith 

tt 

14 
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Morgan 1 sPt „ , Ont , 

Ax toll ,  B eards lee 

^Canada  Warbler 
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31L 
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Taylcr  Hollow 

Wendlings , Griffin  et  al 
(3C3  Trip ) 

it 

12 
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Delaware  Pk. 

Axtell, Nathan  et  al 

^Redstart 

it 

24 

4 

Can. shore  L.  Erie 

Nathan  et  al(B03  Trip) 

11 

3 
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Rose  Hill,  Ont. 

Fisk 

it 
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Can. shore  L.  Erie 

Axtelis,  Nathan, 

Schai fner  et  al 

^Bobolink 
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Derby 
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V/cstr.rn  Meadowlark 
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Rathfon  Inn, Ont. 
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^Orchard  Oriole 

ti 

14 

1 

Mohawk  Pt.,0nt, 

Axtell,  Beardslee 

it 

24 

4 

Can, shore  L.Erie 
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Baltimore  Oriole 
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Allegany  St.Pk. 
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* Scarlet  Tanager 
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Forest  Lawn 

Emerson 
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LaSalle 
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Hamburg 

Creighton,  Griffin 

#Indigo  Bunting 
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Horse shore  Lake 

Masons,  rep.  Pixley 
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Delaware  Pk. 
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11 
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Rockhouse  Pt.,0nt. 

Axtell,  Beardslee 

Evening  Grosbeak 
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Wellsville 

He  Mar  try 

Pine  Siskin 

ii 
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200 (max)  Cascade  Pk* 

Brettlos.Kirschds  et  al 
(BOS  Trip) 

tt 
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Tonawanda  Indian  Res 

.  Emersons  et  al 

* Grass  hopper  Sparrow  n 

10 
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Gainesville 

E.  Smith 
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16 
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Fort  Erie, Ont. 

Axtell 
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Oak  Orchard 

Tulinoffs 

*Henslow’s  Sparrow 
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2 

Hamburg 

Melberg,  Griffin 
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Airport 

Brockner 

fth.-cr.  Sparrow 

tt 

241 
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Can, shore  L.  Erie 

Nathan  et  al(B0S  Trip) 

Wh.-th,  farrow 

tt 

23L 
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Rockhouse  Pt.,0nt. 

Axtelis 

^Lincoln’s  Sparrow 

it 

16 
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Can.shcre  L.  Erie 

Axtelis 

tt 

16 
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Forest  Lawn 

Brockner 

Species  previously  recorded  in  1953 
Nov;  species  and  hybrids  for  May 
Total  to  date 


159  * 
81  ** 
240 


*  The  Shoveller  and  Field  Sparrow  should  not  have  been  starred  in  the  May  issue; 
they  were  first  observed  in  March. 

##  This  number  includes  Aner.  Egret,  Solitary,  Sandpiper,  Knot,  E,  Dowitcher* 

Senipaln.,  Sandpiper,  Yellow-b.  Flycatcher,  nlder,  Flycatcher,  Gra^r-ch. 
Thrush,  Brewster’s  T’nrbler,  and  V,  Meadowlark  from  the  Spring  Census. 
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SPRING  CENSUS  -  HAY  17.  1953 


Territories 

A  -  Ft.  Erie  to  Niagara  Falls,  Ont.  Savage,  Almendinger,  Scherer 

D  -  Niagara  Falls, Ont.  to  Niagara-on- the- 

Lake  to  Port  7/eller  Beardslee,  Verrill 

C  -  Peace  Bridge  to  Pt,  Colbome,  Mud  Lake-Enerson,  Facklan,  Uoldnan,  Brown stein 

Nitebsky. 

D  -  Pt.  Colborno  to  Rock  House  Pt.  Mitchell,  Mansfield,  Moore,  Fisk, 

Stockton,  Hicknans 

E  -  Rockhouse  Pt.,  to  Port  Maitland  Nathan,  Schaffner,  Brounberns,  Byron, 

Osgood  (2  others  not  named) 

F  -  Grand  Island  (north  of  Whitehaven  Rd.)  Axtells 

G  -  Grand  Island  (south  of  VJhitehavenRd . )  Rices 

H  -  Delaware  Pk., Forest  Lawn, Lincoln  Pk, 

I  -  Niagara  Falls, N.Y.  to  Youngstown  to 

Nils on 

J  -  Niagara  Falls,  Ft.  Niagara,  Olcott 

K  -  Hamlin  Beach,  Rochester 

L  -  Oak  Orchard 

M  -  Batavia,  Bergen  Swamp 

N  -  Gainsville,  Letchworth  Pk. 


Nendlings,  Ward,  Schwenger 


0  -  Wellsville,  Belfast  &  South  to  Penna, 

P  -  Olean,  Cuba  Lake 
Q  -  Allegany  St.  Pk. 

R  -  Buffalo  to  Dunkirk 
S  -  Dunkirk  to  Fredonia,  Bear  Lake, 

Cassadaga 

T  -  S.  Dayton,  Cattaraugus,  Little  Valley  Beal,  Lockwood,  Webster 
U  -  Taylor  Hollow,  Gowanda,  Versailles  Thorpe,  Uolfling 

V  -  Zoar  Valley 

N.  -  Hamburg,  Holland, Co3„den, Chestnut 

Ridge  Pk, 


McCanns,  Tulinoffs 
Klabundes,  P.Klabunde,Rogerson 
No  Report 

Rices,  Klabundes,  P.Klabunde 
Pixley,  Masons,  Annabels 
Ulrichs,  Turner, Meach,  Stephan,  Gleed 
Blowers,  Decker 
McMurtry’ s,  Smiths 
Eaton,  Meyers 
Eschelmans 
Brockners 

Stanleys,  Goetz,  Coleman,  Schober, 
Meierhofer,  Clark 


X  -  Clarence  Sinks,  Attica 
Y  -  E.  Aurora,  Emery  Pk, 


Brettles,  Kirschos 
Avery,  Melberg,  Bacon,  Griffin, 
Creighton 
King,  Tilley 
Knox,  Wild,  Ellingson 


Species  Recorded 


Common  Loon 

42 

Canvas-back 

Horned  Grebe 

26 

Greater  Scaup 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

19 

Lesser  Scaup 

Gr.-Blue  Heron 

108 

Aner.  Golden-eye 

Aner.  Egret 

2 

F 

Bufflc-hoad 

Green  Heron 

44 

Old-squaw 

D.-cr.  Night  Heron 

44 

White-?/.  Scoter 

Aner.  Bittern 

41 

Ruddy  Duck 

Least  Bittern 

8 

Hooded  Merganser 

Canada  Goose 

27 

Amor.  Merganser 

Mallard 

104 

Red.-br.  Merganser 

Black  Duck 

43 

Turkey  Vulture 

Pintail 

5 

C  ,E,L 

Sharp-sh.  Hawk 

Greon-w.  Teal 

3 

Cooper’s  Hav/k 

Blue-w.  Teal 

65 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

American  Widgeon 

47 

Red-should.  Hawk 

Shoveller 

4 

L 

Brood-wing .  Hawk 

Wood  Duck 

34 

Bald  Eagle 

Redhead 

10 

Marsh  Hawk 

Ring-necked  Duck 

3 

C 

Osprey 

(44) 

8 

58 

187 

1 

40 

89 

2 
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12 
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Sparrow  Hawk 

22 

Rough-w.  Swallow 

296 

Ruffed  Grouse 

o 

* 

Barn  Swallow 

914 

Pheasant 

113 

Cliff  Swallow 

76 

Wild  Turkey- 

3 

Q 

Purple  Martin 

571 

King  Pwail 

1 

E 

Blue  Jay 

119 

Virginia  Rail 

5 

EF 

Crow 

420 

Sora 

17 

Black-c.  Chickadee 

105 

Florida  Gallinule 

46 

White-br.  Nuthatch 

20 

Coot 

62 

Red , -br « Nuthatch 

9 

Ringed  Plover 

27 

Brown  Creeper 

1 

H 

Kiildeer 

353 

House  Wren 

ISO 

Black-bell.  Plover 

5 

Winter  Brren 

3 

BDE 

Ruddy  Turnstone 

2 

D,E 

Carolina  Wrron 

3 

C,  J,  T 

Woodcock 

2 

EP 

Long-b,  Marsh  Wren 

154 

Wilson’s  Snipe 

6 

Catbird 

612 

Upland  Sandpiper 

8 

Brown  Thrasher 

31 

Spotted  Sandpiper 

187 

Robin 

2229 

Solitary  Sandpiper 

9 

Wood  Thrush 

232 

Greater  Yellow-legs 

4 

Hermit  Thrush 

3 

N,F,X 

Lesser  Yellow-legs 

7 

Olive-b,  Thrush 

94 

Knot 

4 

Gray-ch.  Thrush 

4 

D,  N,  F 

Least  Sandpiper 

9 

Veery 

129 

Red-bkd.  Sandpiper 

29 

Bluebird 

95 

E.  Dowitcher 

7 

Bl.-gr.  Gnatcatcher 

10 

Semipain.  Sandpiper 

33 

Ruby-cr.  Kinglet 

28 

Gt.  Black-b.  Gull 

3 

E 

Pipit 

22 

Herring  Gull 

104 

Cedar  Waxwing 

82 

Ring-b ,  Gull 

1050 

Migrant  Shrike 

2 

M,  S 

Bonaparte’s  Gull 

165 

Starling 

1730 

Comnon  Tern 

2260 

Yellow-th.  Vireo 

19 

Black  Tern 

192 

Solitary  Vireo 

7 

Mourni 

338 

Red-eyed  Vireo 

122 

Yellow-b.  Cuckoo 

7 

Philadelphia  Vireo 

2 

H,  N 

Black-b.  Cuckoo 

61 

Warbling  Vireo 

40 

Screech  Owl 

9 

Bl.  &  Wh.  Warbler 

19 

Great  Horned  Owl 

3 

E 

Prothon’h.  V/arbler 

4 

L 

Barred  Owl 

1 

P 

Golden-w.  Wrarbler 

12 

Long-eared  Owl 

1 

E 

Blue-w.  Warbler 

19 

Whip-poor-will 

2 

P,  U 

Brewster1 s  Warbler 

1 

U 

Nighthawk 

5 

Tennessee  Warbler 

772 

Chimney  Swift 

320 

Orange-cr,  Warbler 

3 

D,  H,  P 

Euncin  gbird 

25 

Nashville  Warbler 

52 

Belted  Kingfisher 

47 

Parula  Warbler 

12 

Flicker 

309 

Yellow  Warbler 

1262 

P  Heated  Wdpkr . 

5 

Magnolia  Warbler 

132 

Red-headed  Wdpkr. 

33 

Cape  May  Warbler 

49 

Yollow-b.  Sapsucker 

5 

Bl.-chr.  Bl.  Warbler 

41 

Hairy  Woodpecker 

13 

Myrtle  Warbler 

211 

Downy  Woodpecker 

55 

Bl • -thr . -Gr .  W arbler 

81 

Kingbird 

222 

Cerulean  Warbler 

19 

Crested  Flycatcher 

83 

Blackburn.  Warbler 

143 

1 hcebe 

88 

Chestnut-s.  Warbler 

212 

Y ell ow-b .  Flycatcher 

1 

L 

Bay-br.  Warbler 

125 

Alder  Flycatcher 

5 

B la ck-p  oil  WT arbler 

16 

Least  Flycatcher 

59 

Pine  Warbler 

2 

N 

Wood  pewee 

24 

Prairie  Warbler 

1 

H 

Olive-s .  Flycatcher 

1 

R 

W.  Palm  Warbler 

16 

Prairie  Horn.  Lark 

58 

Oven-bird 

135 

Tree  Swallow 

410 

Nor.  Waterthrush 

10 

Bank  Swallow 

1504 

La.  'Waterthrush 

2 

P,  S 

(45) 
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Mourning  Warbler 

IS 

Indigo  Bum  ting 

71 

Con.  Yellcwthroat 

102 

Purple  Finch 

26 

yellow-br.  Chat 

5 

Pine  Siskin 

463 

Hooded  Warbler 

34 

Goldfinch 

2  S6  7 

Bl, -capped  Warbler 

5 

Red  Crossbill 

Canada  Warbler 

33 

Eastern  Towhee 

3  22 

Redstart 

369 

Savanna^  Sparrow 

4 -7 

House  Sparrow 

1212 

Gras  shop  *  r  Sparrow 

46 

Bobolink 

442 

Hens 1 cw ' s  Sp an  ow 

.*.9 

g,  Meadowlark 

541 

Vesper  Sparrow 

It  >4 

Western  Meadowlark 

1 

D 

Slate-col,  Junco 

il 

Red-w.  Blackbird 

2749 

Chipping  Sparrow 

35  S 

Orchard  Oriole 

7 

Field  Sparrow 

2C9 

Baltimore  Oriole 

569 

Wh.-cr.  Sparrow 

1C  7 

Grackle 

897 

Wh.-th.  Sparrow 

161 

Cowbird 

713 

Lincoln* s  Sparrow 

3 

Scarlet  Tanager 

88 

Swamp  Sparrow 

71 

Cardinal 

111 

Song  Sparrow 

11C  4 

Rose-br,  Grosbeak 

85 

Comments 

The  total  of  197  species  and  one  hybrid  observed  in  the  1953  Spring  Census 
establish  a  new  high  record  in  the  history  of  thq  B.O.S.  The  32  :  pecies  of  warblers 
and  one  hybrid  establish  another  high  record,  Although  the  Yellow  Warbler  is  the 
most  abundant  warbler  (1262),  the  number  of  Tennessee  Warblers  (772)  is  outstanding. 
Four  Prothonotary  Warblers  at  Oak  Orchard  indicate  a  strong  comeback.  The  463  Pine 
Siskins  are  by  far  the  most  ever  recorded  this  late  in  the  season.  The  Western 
Meadowlark  near  Rathfcn  Inn  between  Sugar  Loaf  and  Morgan* s  Point,  two  American 
Egrets  at  Buckhorn  Island  State  Park,  and  three  Wild  Turkeys  at  Allegany  State  Park 
arc  probably  the  most  unusual  records.  The  total  individual  count  is  over  35,000. 

Ninety-two  observers  took  part  in  the  census.  The  sky  was  overcast  all  day, 
the  wind  was  low  or  absent,  and  the  temperature  was  between  55°  and  65°  F.  After 
3:00  P.M,  a  steady  rain  made  further  observation  impossible  in  most  areas:. 

Walter  Klabundc,  Leader. 


SOME  NOTES  ON  SPRING  CENSUSES  1935  -  1953 

A  compilation  of  the  records  on  Spring  Censuses  as  published  in  The  Prothono- 
tcary  reveals  that  241  species  and  three  hybrids  have  been  included  in  the  nineteen 
censuses.  The  list  includes  all  but  21  of  the  birds  on  the  BOS  Field  Check  List 
plus  ten  additional  birds  not  on  the  list.  These  are: 


Glossy  Ibis 

*47 

Bobwhite  *35  thru 

*39 

Hybrid  Ducks 

*51 

Scissor- tailed  Flycatcher 

Golden  Eagle 

*50 

Lawrence ' s  Warbler 

*50 

European  Partridge 

*38 

Yellow-headed  Blackbird 

*46 

Wild  Turkey 

*51  &  * 

53  Western  Meadowlark 

*53 

/mother  ten  species  have  been 

observed  only  once  in  the  nineteen  1 

counts 

Amor .  Brant 

*46 

Western  Sandpiper 

*48 

Surf  Scoter 

*42 

N.  Phalarope 

*42 

Goshawk 

*51 

Glaucous  Gull 

*50 

Knot 

*53 

Saw-whet  Owl 

*48 

laird's  Sandpiper* 

*39 

Lapland  Longspur 

*38 

The  number  of  observers  participating  in  the  spring  counts  have  increased  from 
about  50  in  the  pre-war  years  to  an  average  of  93  in  post  war  years.  Also  the  total 
number  of  individuals  recorded  on  each  census  is  nearly  proportional  to  the  number 
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of  observers.  The  normal  variation  has  been  less  than  65  on  either  side  of  37?  ind 
divid.ua Is  per  observer.  Although  Heather  conditions  and  state  of  foliage  will 
affect  the  number  of  birds  seen,  major  deviations  from  the  375  average  probably  can 
be  assailed  to  be  due  to  differences  in  actual  number  of  birds  in  the  area.  Thus 
the  afternoon  rain  which  terminated  observations  for  all  parties  on  this  yearns 
cansus  at  3:00  F.M.  lowered  our  average.  That  the  average  was  390  indicates  that 
the  bird  population  v;as  above  normal. 

Records  on  individual  species  to  be  compared  must  be  corrected  for  change  in 
the  number  of  observers,  Qi  this  basis  the  following  conclusions  were  arrived  at 
concerning  this  year's  census. 


Definitely  high  records 


26 

-  Horned  Grebe 

154 

-  Long-b,  Marsh  Wren 

44 

Green  Heron 

772 

Tennessee  Warbler 

47 

An or .  Widgeon 

5 

Yellow-br .  Chat 

10 

Ring-n.  Duck 

111 

Cardinal 

8 

Canvas -back 

463 

Pine  Siskin 

61 

Black-b.  Cuckoo 

2667 

Goldfinch 

3 

Carolina  Wren 

Definitely  Low  Records 

3 

Turkey  Vulture 

2 

Red-t.  Hawk 

1 

Sharp-sh.  Hawk 

0 

Shcrt-b.  Marsh  Wre: 

DIRI 

)  BEHAVIOR  -  DIVING  DABBLERS 

Most  of  us  refer  to  the  surface  -  feeding  ducks  (Anatinae)  as  tip-ups,  pond 
ducks,  or  dabblers.  A  number  cf  publications  have  reported  that  Mallards  and  Black 
Ducks  dive  for  food  in  a  pattern  similar  to  that  of  the  diving  ducks  (Aythyinae). 
Frequently  observers  in  our  area  have  noted  the  same  behavior  in  the  Pintail, 

Recently  many  of  us  studied  this  behavior  in  the  Gadwall.  On  January  4>  1953 
a  pair  of  Gadwalls  dived  continually  in  tho  rapid  water  between  Goat  Island  and  the 
largest  of  the  Sisters  Islands.  To  dive  they  extended  their  wings  half-open  and  in 
a  downward  position.  Then  with  a  thrusting  motion  of  their  bodies  they  dipped  their 
wings  into  the  water  and  swept  them  back  to  propel  themselves  downward.  A  short 
time  later  they  would  surface  with  plant  food  in  their  bills.  On  January  17,  1953 
we  saw  both  a  Gadwall  and  a  Pintail  diving  near  Beaver  Island. 

The  diving  nations  of  these  dabblers  are  much  less  fluid  than  those  of  the  div¬ 
ers  and  would  suggest  adaptation  by  the  dabblers.  As  all  four  of  these  dabblers 
winter  in  the  North,  the  question  arises,  have  they  learned  this  behavior  from 
association  with  the  more  numerous  diving  ducks  or  as  an  expedient  to  exist  on 
limited  feeding  grounds.  Perhaps  both  factors  are  involved.  It  might  be  well  to 
watch  the  American  Widgeon,  which  also  winters  here  frequently,  to  note  whether  it 
too  displays  this  behavior, 

Arthur  Schaffner 


BIRDS  OBSERVED  AT  DUCKHORN  ISLAND  STATE  PARK  IN  MAY 


Pied-bilied  Grebe 
Gr.-Blue  Heron 
Amer.  Egret 
Green  Heron 
B.-cr.  Night  Heron 
Amer.  Bittern 
Least  Bittern 
Mallard 


Black  Duck 
Blue-w.  Teal 
American  Widgeon 
Wood  Duck 
Lessrer  Scaup 
Amer.  Golden-eye 
Buffle-head 
Sparrow  Hawk 


\r 


eeol  f  cod  '  .  •  \ 

■  ■  :  1  aru  Sfl:>  l*  ;■ r  .  •/  •  •  •  ■.  ,  •.  • 

'■  Eto'ft  Boolti  iv/  ';••••'.  .  M  lo  1  inm  srit  d’crit 

•  iblM  lo  locT'tfjn  lawtofl  r  ‘  .’  •*  W 

.:;.t  eottro^  lie  *ol  8ftj botj  .  :  i  r:  ' ; . c':  .■  ct 

M  BoSuolhat  -  I  v  .  '  ,  '  •  .-afiJ 

,I/v;ion  ovocf/j  e&u  ct  fs^M  ... 


•  "'•  '  ’  •  o  >t  lolM  t  Jkt/fcififwl  oc  tbvooofl 

xti;  o*’-  cito.t-  .ijir»n",o  rtni'tf'  "X-  1  ©rid  ejtantf  Hxrid  ciJ  ,et  vnoa.fo  \  izicjiu  ori, 

. :? itn:<  -jo  e  * leoy  nirit  .  rtirr/  ox  •< 


e  •tV  ,cf-pa  J  - 

'leXJ'rr';  c-op.ga  rtoT  2?V 

tx-riO  .i{.)--.IIor 

lenXr  igO  r.CI 
n-btexo  oa.:rt 
riooilMoO 


xrruH  ♦  t-boH  2 

m>1  r-Blii:’  „  -j“T  rT.-  0 


oJoaO  bom  r’  - 

as 

.  .  ■  :. 

s ;  . 

Xof/Cf 

01 

xlo  'X-e.  vn:  0 

8 

oci?tni;0  ,J-Ao.:.lZ 

id 

mi.,  unll  u:D 

e 

•  '  •  :  .  '  X- ' 

aiL^XaV  yoi'TxT 

£ 

•  .  .  *-  *r 

i 

: ;..K.ur  F 


•  »  ■“  '••  ■'  '  Otjf  tj  \  ; 

",  "  ■  '  '  .  ■ 

•  bdit  tcXJtola  trt&te&c  c  ni'no  •-••  ' 

;  ctt  fiicvrbedc  yl  'v: 


■  ■.  • 

tewta  Xi  ;.'.t  orfj  itf  ytluftltt  & II  -Abe  la  ix;:,..  ; 

'  *  :  '  '  •  '  '  -•  ’  : 

.  •  . 

’ 

•  .  •"*  WKmat  lO  ,b!  dtlty  o  ;!am»  bla  v ysrid  i 

•  •  I  sarnb  IlatalS  a  bar.  Ilswbr  0  h*  rid 


-vib  orit  1.  •  sec  ad  aobd  lull  es  »I  rfoirn  oix  aioXcfcfxjb  oeorit  r..o  sn^it^r:  %alvib  ori? 

' 

nvo  j  ^olvuri.ofj-  silt  ^©rrtaol  ysrit  *'VXiri  ,aosfTC  noitaox/p  orfd  odd  ai  a  tfaXi 

-  •  •  •  • 

Jr  JX  .•  ;v  •  ■  ■  x  •  ,  ■,  X,  Pittboel  botinXj 

13” ot  txltaocfpoll.-i.rb»ri  BTofah;  oelr  rioXri-:  tnoo^bl.,  n-o^u  v,  >rft  ootr^ 
*^«toE  «IM  ,‘IOiV'  ri^  Ei  !i  e*cX"Elf’ 


v  f  ? 


I  .  -  x  .  .  .  ./  ;  v. 


aaair; 


do  jil  >roul8 
fz^V  ,  -.v—.a!.:; 
no.o^bx  :  rtsoia^iA 
■  JtOK:  boo  - 
{jjboc;  i9»eoJ 
o  v'-o-rro>.,; oD  .  '■  ruA 
n-ier-ollXi.r'i 

?{wbH  noa*iBqC 

(VA) 


©ar*xO  bofltcf-boXX 
flO’xeK  wlri-.'/.O 
.a?  x4 
i:ot©H  iT  0 

■ 

■rtstdiP.  .wjeA 

•n  «•;  1  :  •:  d'f:  .-9.J 

■■ 


Birds  Observed  At  Buckhorn 

Pheasant 

Virginia  Rail 

Sora 

Florida  Gallinule 
Killdeer 
Ruddy  Turnstone 
Wilson1 s  Snipe 
Hudsonian  Curlew 
Spotted  Sandpiper 
Greater  Yellow-legs 
Lesser  Yellow-legs 
Red-b.  Sandpiper 
Herring  Gull 
Ring-b,  Gull 
Bonaparte’s  Gull 
Common  Tern 
Black  Tern 
Mourning  Dove 
Black-b.  Cuckoo 
Night  hawk 
Belted  Kingfisher 
Flicker 

Red-headed  Wdpkr. 

Kingbird 

Crested  Flycatcher 
Phoebe 

Least  Flycatcher 


Is.  St.  Pk.  (con’t.) 


Wood  Peewee 

Bl.-thr.  Bl,  Y/arbler 

Tree  Swallow 

Myrtle  Y/arbler 

Bank  Swallow 

Bl.-thr.  Gr.  Warbler 

Rough-w.  Swallow 

Blackburn.  Y/arbler 

Bara  Swallow 

Chestnut-s,  Y/arbler 

Purple  Martin 

Bay-br.  Y/arbler 

Blue  Jay 

Prairie  Y/arbler 

Crow 

Y7.  Palm  Y/arbler 

House  Wren 

Oven-bird 

Long-b.  Marshwren 

Com.  Yellowthroat 

Catbird 

Redstart 

Brown  Thrasher 

B.  Meadowlark 

Robin 

Red-w.  Blackbird 

Wood  Thrush 

Baltimore  Oriole 

Hermit  Thrush 

Grackle 

Olive-b.  Thrush 

Cowbird 

Veer y 

Scarlet  Tanager 

Bluebird 

Cardinal 

Ruby-cr.  Kinglet 

Rose-br.  Grosbeak 

Red-eyed  Vireo 

Pine  Siskin 

Bl.  &  Wh,  Y/arbler 

Goldfinch 

Tennessee  Warbler 

Field  Sparrow 

Nashville  Warbler 

Y/h.-cr.  Sparrow 

Parula  Warbler 

Y/h.-th.  Sparrow 

Yellow  Warbler 

Swamp  Sparrow 

Magnolia  Warbler 

Cape  May  Y/arbler 

Song  Sparrow 

TAYLOR  HOLLOW  FIELD  TRIP  -  May  31.  1953 

Marie  and  Margaret  Y/endling,  David,  and  I  went  to  Taylor  Hollow  the  morning  of 
fey  31.  The  birds  behaved  in  true  Taylor  Hollow  stylo  with  a  beautiful  morning 
chorus  of  song.  We  had  thirteen  species  of  warblers  on  the  list,  including  one 
Brewster’s.  In  the  brush  near  the  old  apple  orchard  we  watched  a  Mourning  Warbler 
carrying  nesting  material.  We  failed  to  find  a  Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher.  As  far  as  I 
know,  they  are  not  nesting  in  the  hollow  this  year. 

Edwina  M.  Griffin 


NEW  MEMBERS 

The  Society  welcomes  the  following  new  members: 


Mr.  &  Mrs.  Carl  Forsberg  (Associates),  Ten  AcreB,  Woodland  Road,  Elma,  N.Y, 

Mrs.  Bryant  Glenny  (Associate),  BOO  W.  Ferry  St.,  Buffalo  22,  N.  Y. 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Maurice  L.  Ward  (Associates),  130  Ruskin  Road,  Eggertsville  21,  N.Y. 
Mrs.  Mary  B,  Cummins  (Corresponding),  The  Park  School,  115  N.  Harlem  Rd., 

Snyder  21,  NY 


PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 

Field  trips  are  on  Sundays  unless  otherwise  noted: 

July  12  -  Shorebird  Trip  -  Leader:  Mary  Louise  Emersion  (LI.  0067).  Meet  at  7:00  A.M. 

at  Peace  Bridge 

Saturday  -  July  18  -  Picnic  at  Till’s  Hills,  Back  Creek  Road,  Patchin  (turn  west  off 

route  219  at  Patchin).  Field  trip  at  2:00  P.M.  -  picnic  at  6:00  PM 
The  charge  for  the  picnic  will  be  $1,00.  For  reservations,  call 
Eugenia  Praemassing  (VI,  3289)  or  Mrs.  Charles  Avery  (EM.  5112) 
before  July  15th, 
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Program  -  Field  Trips  (con*t.  ) 

July  26  -  Shorebird  Trip  -  Leader:  Kathryn  Praemassing  (VI.  3239),  Meet  at  7:00  A.M, 

at  Peace  Bridge. 

August  9  -  Shorebird  Trip  -  Leader:  Elizabeth  Faul  (PA.  9365).  Meet  at  7:00  A.M.  at 

Peace  Bridge 

August  23  -  Shorebird  Count  -  Leader:  Arthur  Schaffner,  170  Laurel  St.,  Buffalo  3, 

N.Y.  (EL.  9666).  Contact  the  leader  if  you  vd.ll  participate. 

August  30,  -  Toronto  -  to  see  Buff— breasted  Sandpiper.  Details  will  be  announced 

later • 


NESTING  RECORDS 

Remember  to  send  your  1953  nesting  records  to  Mrs.  H.  H.  Axtell,  301  West  Utica 
Street,  Buffalo  22,  New  York  by  July  3  if  possible  and  by  August  3  rd  at  the  latest. 
The  minimum  information  desired  is:  name  of  species,  number  of  eggs  or  young  and 
corresponding  dates,  location  of  nest,  name  of  observer. 

STARLINGS 

Last  year,  I  cut  an  opening  in  the  outside  wall  of  my  house  to  provide 
ventilation  from  the  basement  through  the  front  porch  cornice.  I  neglected  to  screen 
the  outer  opening.  Several  weeks  ago,  coincidental  with  Starling  activities  in  the 
yard,  I  noticed  straws  end  weed  stalks  on  the  shelf  just  under  the  basement  opening. 

A  half  hour!s  work  with  a  flexible  long  handled  wire  brush  netted  nearly  a  full 
bushel  basket  of  grasses,  twigs,  and  weed  stalks  and  also  a  few  feathers.  Most  of 
this  debris  was  at  the  bottom  of  the  eight  foot  high  duct  wedged  crosswise  in  a 
space  three  and  one  half  inches  by  fourteen  and  one  half  inches. 

Undeterred  by  the  disturbance,  the  Starlings  again  started  to  carry  material 
and  in  two  days  they  took  in  about  one  hundred  thirty  pieces.  Then  I  screened  th6 
outside  opening.  The  largest  stalk  was  three-eighths  of  aji  inch  in  diameter  and 
twelve  inches  long;  another  of  slightly  smaller  diameter  was  seventeen  inches  long; 
grasses  twenty  inches  and  over  were  common.  The  weight  of  the  removed  material  was 
slightly  more  than  one  and  one  half  pounds.  Most  of  this  material  came  fron  the 
back  yards  of  the  neighborhood,  none  of  them  less  than  eighty  feet  away.  It  was  no 
mean  task  to  build  that  ne3t. 

We  frown  upon  the  Starling  and  in  some  cases  persecute  him,  but  we  must  respect 
his  indomitable  spirit,  which  enables  him  to  thrive  on  the  farms,  and  in  the  cities, 
and  even  in  the  hones  of  man.  No  other  bird,  except  possible  the  English  Sparrow, 
has  by  his  own  power  covered  temperate  North  America  so  quickly.  Since  1390  he  has 
established  himself  and  in  recent  years  has  even  crossed  the  Rockies  and  reached  the 
Pacific  Ocean. 


Edward  C.  Ulrich 


Please  mail  your  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  third  day  of  the 
following  month  to  Mrs.  H.  H.  Axtell,  301  West  Utica  Street,  Buffalo  22,  New  York, 

EDITOR:  Ray  McCann  -  799  Potomac  Ave.  -  Buffalo  9,  N.Y.  (EL.  6169) 

TREASURER:  Cyril  T.  Wolf ling,  -  West  Wood  Road  -  Box  87,  -  Alden,  New  York 
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Published  Monthly  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society,  Inc. 

Buffalo,  New  York 


THE  MONTH 

June  was  pleasant,  warm  and  dry,  with  the  average  temperature  two  degrees 
above  normal  and  only  one  inch  of  rainfall,  two-thirds  of  which  fell  in  one  24-hour 
period  on  the  4th-5th.  Those  who  looked  in  vain  for  Short-billed  Marsh  Wrens  during 
the  latter  part  of  May  with  its  retarded  migration  may  be  interested  to  know  that 
this  species  was  finally  reported  on  June  13th  and  14th  for  the  first  times  this 
year.  As  usual,  certain  migrants  lingered  on  into  June  before  passing  farther 
northward;  those  reported  this  month  include  Common  Loon,  Lesser  Scaup,  Red-  breasted 
Merganser,  three  species  of  shore-birds,  Yellow-bellied  Flycatcher,  and  Black-poll 
Warbler, 

We  are  glad  to  hear  that  the  Carolina  Wren  still  breeds  vdthin  a  few  miles  of 
Buffalo  on  the  Canadian  Shore  of  Lake  Erie  and  that  the  Prothonotary  Warbler  is 
again  at  Chautauqua  Lake  Outlet;  the  discovery  near  Jamestown  of  the  Goshawk  during 
its  breeding  season  is  exciting;  but  the  prize  find  of  the  month  was  a  pair  of 
Golden-crowned  Kinglets  at  Letchworth  State  Park  by  Richard  Rosche, 

Harold  H.  Axtell 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


* indicates  first  report  of  the  year 
L  n  last  rt  ”  ”  season 


Common  Loon 
Pintail 

American  Widgeon 
lessor  Scaup 
Red-br.  Merganser 
^Goshawk 

Turkey 

Cooper1 s  Hawk 


Coot 

W.-rump.  Sandpiper 


June 

16 

3 

Bemus  Point 

Taylor,  rep.  Parker 

« 

7 
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Rosche 
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Morgan’s  Pt.,  Ont, 
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Semipalm.  Sandpiper 

June 

8 

3 

Morgan fs  Pt.,0nt. 

Emerson,  Nathan, 

Sanderling 

Witebsky 

n 

19 

1 

Crescent  Pt.,Qnt. 

Schaffner 

Yellow-b.  Flycatcher 

IT 

2L 

1 

BOS  Sanctuary 

Rice 

Carolina  Wren 

all 

month 

7 (family)  Rose  Hill,  Ont. 

Fisk 

*Short-b .  Marsh  Wr* 
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EARLY  AMERICAN  ORNITHOLOGY 


Recently  while  visiting  friends,  I  was  idly  glancing  through  a  volume  written 
by  Jodidiah  Morse,  published  in  1789,  and  revised  and  enlarged  several  times  in  the 
following  years.  A  section  concerning  the  birds  of  the  American  states  caused  me 
to  wonder  what  progress  we  could  make  today  with  the  science  of  ornithology  if  we 
had  only  the  following  data  as  a  guide.  These  are  copied  verbatim: 


"Several  catalogues  of  birds  in  the  southern  and  middle  states,  have  been 
published  by  different  authors;  and  one,  of  those  in  New  Hampshire,  by 
Dr.  Belknap;  but  no  general  catalogue  of  the  birds  in  the  American  states 
has  yet  appeared.  The  following  catalogue,  which  claims  to  be  the  most 
full  and  complete  of  any  yet  published,  though  far  from  perfection,  has 
been  carefully  selected  from  BartramTs  travels;  Jeffersonfs  Notes  on 
Virginia,  Belknap rs  History  of  New  Hampshire,  and  a  Manuscript  furnished 
by  Dr.  Cutlor.  Bartramfs  catalogue,  as  far  as  it  extends,  appears  to  be 
the  most  accurate  and  complete,  and  his  mode  of  arrangement  the  most 
natural  and  intelligible:  I  hove  therefore  adopted  it,  and  inserted  his 
notes  and  references  ,,T 

POPULAR  NAMES  BARTRaMtS  DESIGNATION 


The  Owl 

Great  White  Owl 
Great  Horned  Owl 
Great  Horned  White  Owl 
Eorned  Owl 
Y’hooting  Owl 

Sharp  Pinged  or  Speckled  Owl 

Little  Screech  Owl 
Barn  Owl 

(51) 


Strix 

Strix  arcticus,  corpore  toto  niveo 
Strix  pythaules,  corpore  rufo. 

Strix  maxinus,  corpore  niveo. 

Strix  bubo?  Peck. 

Strix  acclamator,  corpore  grifeo. 
(Strix  pergrinator,  corpore  versicolore 
(Strix  aluco,  Cutler,  Belknap 
Strix  asio,  corpore  ferruginio. 

Strix  passeri.  Cutler,  Belknap 
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Early  American  Ornithology  (con* t , ) 


POPULAR  NAMES 

The  Vulture 
Turkey  Buzzard 
White  Tailed  Vulture 
Black  Vulture,  or  Carrion  Cr ow 

Eagle  &  Hawk 
Great  Grey  Eagle- 
Bald  Eagle 
?i3hing  Eagle 
Great  Eagle  Hawk 
Hen  Hawk 
Chicken  Hawk 
Pigeon  Hawk 
Black  Hawk 
Marsh  Hawk 

Sparrow  Hawk  or  Least  Hawk 

Brown  Eagle 

Large  Brown  Hawk 

Pigeon  Hawk 

Fish  Hawk 

Bird  Hawk 


BERTRAM'S  DESIGNATION 

Vultur 
Vultur  aura. 

Vultur  sacra. 

Vultur  atratus. 

Falco 

Falco  regalis, 

Falco  leucocephalus 
Falco  piscatorius. 

Falco  Aquilinus,  caudaferruginio. 
Falco  gillinarius, 

Falco  pularius, 

Falco  colunbarius, 

Falco  niger. 

Falco  ranivorous. 

Falco  sparvonius, 

Falco  fulvus.  Belknpp. 

Falco  hudsonius?  Belknap, 

Falco  subbuteo.  Peck 
Falco  haliaetus.  Peck. 

Lanius  canadensis.  Belk.  Cutl,n 


This  continued  for  page  after  page  with  few  birds  recognizable.  The  following 
examples  of  the  peculiar  common  names  will  illustrate:  Lessor  Purplo  Jackdaw,  Great 
Red  Crested  Black  Woodpecker,  Swallow  Woodpecker,  Little  Domestic  Flycatcher  or 
Green  Wren,  Sand  Hill  Red  Bird  of  Carolina,  Reed  Sparrow,  Red  Winged  Starkling  or 
Corn  Thief,  Water  Wagtail,  Grape  Bird,  Little  Bluish  Grey  Wren,  etc. 

The  descriptions  of  some  were  also  most  confusing,  for  instance: 

"The  Humming  Bird  (Trochilus  colubris)  is  the  smallest  of  all  the  feathered 
inhabitants  of  the  air.  Its  plumage  surpasses  description.  On  its  head  is  a 
small  tuft  of  jetty  black;  its  breast  is  red;  its  belly  white;  its  back,  wings 
and  tail  of  the  finest  palo  green;  small  specks  of  gold  are  scattered  over  it 
with  inexpressible  grace;  and  to  crown  the  whole,  an  almost  imperceptible  down 
softens  the  several  colors,  and  produces  the  most  pleasing  shades.  They  are 
of  two  kinds,  one  has  a  curved,  the  other  a  straight  bill." 


"The  Y/hctsaw  is  of  the  Cuckoo  kind,  being,  like  that,  a  solitary  bird  and 
scarcely  ever  seen.  In  the  summer  months  it  is  heard  in  the  groves,  where 
it  makes  a  noise,  like  the  filing  of  a  saw,  from  which  circumstance  it  has 
received  its  name.  Carver." 

How  thankful  we  can  be  for  our  excellent  present-day  bird  books  l 

Mildred  E.  Baker 


A  JUNE  RECORD  OF  THE  GOLDEN-CROv/NED  KINGLET  (REGULUS  SATRAPA) 

_ _ In  WESTERN  NEW  YORK  _ __ 

On  June  13,  1953  I  hoard  the  common  "see,  see,  see"  call  of  a  Golden-crowned 
Kinglot  in  Letchworth  Park  between  the  Administration  Building  and . Inspiration 
Point.  The  call  cane  from  a  Norway  and  white  spruce  grove,  which  is  designated  as 
Block  21  by  the  sign  along  the  road.  Upon  walking  into  the  grove  I  heard  a  song 
which  I  had  never  before  hoard  in  western  New  York,  This  song  was  composed  of 

(52) 
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A  June  Record  ( oon 1 tj 


several  notes  of  the  same  pitch  and  quality  as  the  "see,  see,  see”  call  of  the 
Golden-crowned  Kinglet.  The  song  ended  in  a  rapid  junfcle  of  notes  suggestive  of  a 
Chickadee's  chatter  as  Peterson  points  out.  I  an  somewhat  familiar  with  the  song 
of  the  Kinglet  as  I  heard  it  several  times  in  the  Rocky  Mountains.  Hence  I  believe 
the  song  I  heard  in  Letchworth  Park  to  be  that  of  a  Golden-crowned  Kinglet. 

I  "squeaked11 ,  and  two  kinglets  came  into  view.  When  I  studied  them  with  6  x  30 
binoculars,  I  found  one  to  be  a  female  with  a  yellowish  crown  patch.  At  no  tine  did 
I  notice  any  behavior  that  night  indicate  a  nest  in  the  vicinity.  These  birds  acted 
much  like  winter  kinglets. 

\ 

Since  these  birds  are  here  at  this  time  of  the  year  and  in  a  habitat  similar  to 
their  nesting  habitats  in  the  Adirondacks  and  the  Rockies,  it  is  reasonable  to  think 
that  this  pair  is  nesting  or  will  nest  in  June.  Possibly  this  is  a  new  breeding 
record  for  our  area, 

Richard  C,  Rosche 
June  15,  1953 


NEW  MEMBER 

The  Society  welcomes  Richard  Braunstein  (Associate),  274  North  Drive, 
Buffalo  16,  New  York 


"LIFE  HISTORIES  OF  NORTH  AMERICAN  WOOD  WARBLERS,  ORDER  PASSERIFORMES"  by  Arthur 
Cleveland  Bent  is  now  available.  The  bulletin  has  734  pages  including  S3  pages  of 
reproductions  of  photographs  of  the  birds  taken  in  their  natural  habitat.  The  price 
is  $4.50.  Order  (Catalog  No.  S13.3;203)  from  Supt.  of  Documents,  Govt.  Printing 
Office,  Washington  25,  D.C. 


REGULAR  IIEETING-JUNE  10.  1953 

Plans  for  the  development  of  the  B.O.S.  Sanctuary  on  Grand  Island  we re  intro¬ 
duced  at  this  nee ting.  President  Walter  Klabunde  gave  a  report  of  the  Spring  Cons us 
here  and  Richard  f|bsche  told  about  the  Census  at  Ithaca, 


PICNIC  MEETING  AT  OLD  FORT  ERIE  -  JUNE  24.  1953 

Tvjenty-three  members  and  friends  attended  this  meeting.  The  weather  was  bright 
and  cool  -  a  perfect  day  for  an  outdoor  meeting.  Harold  Mitchell  told  us  about 
recent  reports  of  Golden-crowned  Kinglets  and  other  uncommon  birds  in  our  area.  The 
meeting  was  adjourned  early,  and  the  group  walked  along  the  shore  but  had  no  great 
success  in  finding  birds.  Earlier  in  the  evening  the  Klabimdes  had  seen  a  Double- 
crested  Cormorant.  Later  in  the  evening  the  Heilborns  and  the  Eastmans  saw  an 
Orchard  Oriole  and  heard  it  sing. 


0N0VILLE  FIELD  TRIP  -  JUNE  14..  195J 

The  Sundells  led  the  trip  to  the  Qnoville  area,  a  habitat  new  to  most  of  us. 
The  area  is  a  deep  ravine— like  valley,  through  which  Pierce  Run  meanders;  altitudes 
range  from  1300  feet  to  2100  feet.  The  remoteness  and  almost  primitive  state  of 
this  hill  country  impressed  us  when  we  hoard  the  hooting  of  four  Barred  Owls.  Here 
we  also  found  a  singing  Nashville  Y/arbler  and  singing  Aider  Flycatchers,  Near 
Randolph  we  saw  an  adult  Goshawk. 

(53)  Art  Schaffnor 
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BIRD  BEHAVIOR  -  GULL  REACTION  TO  A  BALD  EAGLE 


On  April  12  at  Dimnville  Harsh  re  ratched  the  reaction  of  gulls  to  a  Bald  Eagle 
As  the  eagle  soared,  the  gulls  streamed  out  and  kept  some  distance  away.  When  the 
eagle  swooped  low  over  new  territory  and  scattered  the  ducks,  the  gulls  closed  ?n 
screaming.  The  eagle  landed  on  a  hummock,  but  the  gulls  kept  a  respectful  distance 
and  landod  on  a  nearby  mud  flat.  Have  other  observers  noted  differences  between 
birds*  reaction  to  an  eagle  perched  and  their  reaction  to  on  eagle  aloft? 

Harold  L.  Rice 


PROGRAM  -  !  NESTINGS 

Regular  meetings  are  in  the  Humboldt  Room  of  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  at 
8:00  P.M.  on  Wednesday: 

September  9  -  Study  of  Those  Confusing  Fall  Warblers.  Bernard  Nathan  will  demon¬ 
strate  study  skins.  Report  of  the  Shorebird  Count  -  Arthur 
Schaffner,  Leader. 

September  23  -  Plans  for  Fall  Duck  Census  -  Leaders:  Mary  Louise  Emerson  (LI. 006?) 

587  Ashland  Ave,,  Buffalo  22,  N.Y.  and  Ellen  J,  Windsor  (AM.3570) 
144  Jewett  Pkwy.,  Buffalo  14>  N.Y.  Interesting  summer  experiences 


PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 

Sunday,  August  9  -  Shorebird  Trip.  Leader:  Elizabeth  Faul  (PA.  9365).  Meet  at 

7:00  A.M.  at  Peace  Bridge. 

Sunday,  August  23  -  Shorebird  Count.  Leader:  Arthur  Schaffner,  170  Laurel  St., 

Buffalo  8,  N.Y.  (EL.  9666).  Contact  the  leader  if  you  will 
participate . 

Sunday,  August  30  -  Toronto  to  see  Buff-breasted  Sandpiper,  Leader:  Winston 

Brockner  (SU.  5896),  Meet  at  6:30  A.M.  at  the  Peace  Bridge. 

Saturday,  Sunday,  Monday  -  Sept,  5,  6,  7  -  Long  Point.  Leader:  Ed  Seeber.  Call 

Bernard  Nathan  (GR.  0675)  for  information  about  reservations, 
meeting  tine  and  place. 

Saturday,  September  26  -  Bird  Island,  Squaw  Island,  -and  Breakwall ,  Leader:  Edwa.rd 

C.  Ulrich  (PA.  8896).  Meet  at  3:00  P.M.  at  foot  of  Ferry  St. 
west  of  the  bridge. 

Sundav,  September  27  -  Canadian  Shore  of  Lake  Erie.  Leader:  Clark  S.  Beardslee 

(BE.  7707).  Meet  at  7:00  A.M.  E.S.T,  at  the  Peace  Bridge. 


Please  noil  your  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  third  day  of  the 
following  month  to  Mrs.  H.  H.  Axtoll,  301  West  Utica  St.,  Buffalo  22,  Hew  York. 

EDITOR:  Ray  IteCann,  799  Potomac  Avenue,  Buffalo  9,  N.Y.  (EL.  6169) 

TREASURER:  Cyril  T.  Wolfling,  West  Wood  Road,  Box  87,  Aldeh,  New  York 
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Published  Monthly  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society.  Inc. 


Buffalo,  New  York 


THE  MONTH 

July  temperatures  showed  an  average  of  one  degree  warmer  than  normal.  Rain¬ 
fall  was  3,60,  which  is  1,17  inches  above  normal,  2,28  inches  of  this  fell  on  the 
1st,  thereby  making  the  figures  for  the  rest  of  the  month  represent  notable  less 
than  normal  rainfall.  The  list  of  bird  records  shows  the  month  to  be  about  as 
usual,  with  the  southward  flight  of  shore-birds  getting  well  under  way.  Of  leading 
interest  are  the  Brant,  the  two  records  for  Willet,  and  the  Caspian  Terns, 

Harold  H,  Axtell 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


*  Indicates  first  report  of  the  year 
F  n  it  ii  it  «  season 


D.-cr,  Cormorant 

Amer.  Egret 
Amer,  Brant 
American  Widgeon 
Lesser  Scaup 


Ruddy  Duck 

Red , -br .  Merg  ans  er 


* Bob-white 
Black-bell.  Plover 
Ruddy  Turnstone 

Solitary  Sandpiper 

*Wlllet 


July  25 

1 

Can. shore  L.  Erie 

Griffin,  D.  Griffin, 
Gamble,  Rew 

tt 

12 

1 

Buckhom  Is*  St,  Pk. 

Faul,  Windsor 

n 

27 

1 

Windmill  Pt,,Gnt. 

Schaffner 

n 

12 

4 

Buckhorn  Is.St.Pk* 

Faul,  Windsor 

M 

4 

1 

Buffalo 

Brockners,  McCanns 

It 

4 

3 

Morgan* s  Pt.,0nt, 

Nathan 

tt 

27-31 

1 

Windmill  Pt.,0nt. 

Schaffner 

tt 

26 

4 

Mud  Lake,  Ont. 

Praemassing  etal 

(BOS  Trip) 

II 

4 

4 

Pt.  Abino,  Ont, 

Emer s on,Witebsky , 
Schaffner 

tl 

28  . 

7 

Windmill  Pt.,0nt, 

Pt.  Abino, Ont, 

Schaffner 

It 

30 

1 

Windmill  Pt.,0nt. 

« 

tl 

19 

1 

Holland 

D.  Green 

tl 

27F 

1 

Erie  Beach, Ont. 

Schaffner 

II 

27F 

2 

Cresent  Beach, Ont. 

n 

tl 

29 

1 

Rose  Hill,  Ont. 

Fisk 

II 

19F 

4 

Akron 

Brockner 

tl 

17 

1 

Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

Schaffner 

II 

22 

1 

Morgan's  Pt.,0nt. 

Nathan 
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Lessor  Yellow-Legs 
Pectoral  Sandpiper 
*Baird*s  Sandpiper 


Least  Sandpiper 


E.  Dowitcher 

#Stilt  Sandpiper 
Semipolm.  Sandpiper 

Sanderling 

Gt.  Black— 3 ,  ©ull 
Bonaparte* s  Gull 

Caspian  Tern 
Bank  Swallow 

Purple  Martin 

Carolina  Wren 


July  5F 

3 

Morgan *s  Pt.,0nt. 

ti 

13F 

1 

«  it  *  it 

n 

27 

1 

Waver ly  Beach,  Ont. 

?» 

29 

2 

Thiaider  Bay, Ont. 

»i 

31 

1 

Rose  Hill, Ont. 

11 

4F 

35 

Rockhouse  Pt.,0nt. 

« 

26 

150 (max)  Can.  shore  L.  Erie 

11 

18F 

2 

Rockhouse  Pt.,0nt, 

11 

25 

7 

Can. shore  L.  Erie 

ti 

12-31 

2 

«  tt  it  11 

it 

12F 

1 

Rockhouse  Pt.,0nt. 

11 

17F 

1 

Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

11 

18 

1 

Rockhouse  Pt.,0nt. 

n 

4-31 

1-2 

Can. shore  L.  Erie 

n 

4 

4 

Morgan* a:  Pt.,0nt. 

11 

29 

1 

Cresent  Beach, Ont. 

» 

5,8,23 

3,1,1 

Morgan* s  Pt,,0Qt. 

it 

31 

5000(max)  Ft,  Erie  to 

Cresent  Beach, Ont, 

tt 

26 

1500 (max)  Can, shore  L.  Erie 

tt 

28 

1 

Buffalo 

n 

28,30 

1,1 

Rose  Hill,  Ont. 

Nathan 

w 

Schaffner 

tt 

IT 

Thorpe,  Nathan, 
Schaffner,  Witebsky 
Traemassing  et  al 
(BOS  Trip) 
Gamble,  Row 
Griffin,  D.  Griffin, 
Gamble,  Rew 
several  observers 
Thorpe,  Nathan, 
Schaffner,  Witebsky 
Schaffner 
Gamble,  Rew 
several  observers 
Nathan 
Schaffner 
Nathan 

Schaffner 
Praemassing  et  al 
(BOS  Trip) 

Emersons 

Schaffner 


PREVIOUSLY  REPORTED  242 
Added  this  month  4 
1953  TOTAL  TO  DATE  246 


CITY  BIRDS 

At  the  north  end  of  Virgil  Avenue  there  is  a  wooded  lot  along  the  Mew  York 
Central  Railroad  tracks.  It  was  there  during  the  years  of  1939-1942  that  I  spent 
many  happy  hours  observing  birds  each  day  that  I  possibly  could. 

On  reading  over  my  notes  for  the  period,  I  find  that  I  have  a  list  of  62  species 
observed  there  though  I  have  the  feeling  that  many  were  missed.  I  have  since  that 
time  learned  more  about  birding  by  ear  and  now  realize  that  3ight  birding  does  not 
always  tell  the  whole  story.  My  list  includes  a  Woodcock  and  the  very  first  Gray- 
checked  Thrush  I  ever  saw  and  eighteen  species  of  warblers.  The  presence  of  a 
Short-eared  Owl  was  pretty  well  established  by  finding  the  wing  of  one  in  this 
wooded  lot,  I  am  also  sure  that  there  must  have  been  Long-billed  Marsh  Wrens  in  the 
cattails  across  the  track,  and  I  distinctly  remember  seeing  Bluebirds,  which  for 
some  reason  are  not  on  the  list.  Among  breeding  birds  I  found  nests  of  the  Killdeer, 
Pheasant,  Mourning  Dove,  Flicker,  Robin,  Starling,  Red-winged  Blackbird  and  Baltimore 
Oriole,  I  was  unfortunately  away  much  of  the  breeding  season  so,  no  doubt,  I  missed 
others , 


This  wooded  lot  is,  according  to  a  rough  sketch  made  at  the  time,  about  375 !  on 
Virgil  Avenue  and  270*  along  the  railway  tracks,  I  remember  that  I  paced  it  out,  so 
this  figure  is  only  approximate.  It  is  fairly  heavily  wooded  with  elm,  red  oak, 
swamp  white  oak,  basswood  saplings,  shagbark  hickory,  haw  and  chokecherry  so  that  in 
summer  it  is  impossible  to  see  into  the  woods  from  the  street.  The  center  of  the 
lot  is  more  or  less  open  and  filled  in  mid-summer  with  a  tangle  of  teasel,  golden 
rod,  sweet  yellow  clover,  burdock,  wild  aster,  chickory  and  grasses,  A  fairly  large 
pond  towards  the  center  rear  freezes  over  in  winter  and  might  possible  afford  room 
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for  tv;o  ice  skaters  .  In  spring  it  is  flooded  to  the  depth  of  about  a  foot,  but  it 
dries  up  completely  later  on.  Paths  run  in  all  directions  through  the  bushes  whore 
the  youngsters  delight  to  play  cowboys  and  Indians.  Why  they  don't  succumb  to  the 
poison  ivy  growing  rampant  everywhere  is  always  a  mystery  to"  me.  Across  tho  railroad 
tracks  there  is  a  growth  of  cattails,  and  at  the  time  the  number  9  street  car  went 
under  these  tracks  and  on  out  to  Kennore. 

Each  day,  especially  during  spring  and  fall  migrations,  I  would  cross  over  to 
tho  woods  early  in  tho  morning  before  leaving  for  the  Museum  and  again  just  as  soon 
as  I  could  get  back  after  five.  There  was  also  pleasure  to  be  derived  from  watching 
the  birds  at  my  feeding  tray  in  winter  or  in  my  garden. 

From  my  notes  I  have  chosen  a  few  to  show  the  type  of  birding  one  can  do  in 
such  a  place.  Foremost  in  my  mind  there  cones  the  tine  that  I  watched  a  Brown 
Thrasher  busy  with  an  acorn.  First  there  is  a  notation  about  his  call  note,  a  chuck 
much  like  a  blackbird's.  You  see  I  was  even  then  learning  that  birds  hotfe  calls  as 
well  as  songs;  I  had  never  heard  this  note  from  a  Brown  Thrasher  before.  Then  my 
notes  read:  Virgil  Woods,  Sept.  21,  1941*  Attracted  by  a  movement  in  the  underbrush 
I  noticed  a  Thrasher  going  through  a  queer  performance.  He  was  pecking  away  at  a 
large  acorn,  probably  of  the  swamp  white  oak,  and  when  first  seen  he  had  already 
exposed  part  of  the  white  nut.  Using  his  beak  like  an  aze,  he  would  swing  his  head 
back  as  far  as  he  could,  stretch  up  on  tiptoe,  and  cone  down  on  the  acorn  with 
terrific  force.  This  was  followed  by  two  or  three  less  forceful  pecks,  another 
stance,  another  powerful  blow,  and  glancing  blows  to  right  and  left  prying  the  nut 
apart.  Any  chips  that  flew  were  promptly  pounced  upon  and  eaten.  The  performance 
was  so  much  like  the  old  moving  picture  of  a  lumberjack  spitting  on  his  hands  then 
hacking  away  at  a  tree  trunk  with  his  axe  that  I  must  have  chuckled  aloud.  At  any 
rqte,  suddenly  with  no  warning  the  bird  flew  off  taking  the  acorn  with  him.  There 
was  left  behind  as  the  only  evidence  of  all  this  activity  only  an  acorn-sized  de¬ 
pression  in  the  earth  J 

Here  also  are  a  few  other  entried  which  I  think  are  typical  of  ny  experiences. 
They  are  for  the  year  1941-42. 

Sept.  18,  1941.  Two  Robins  were  eating  red  haws  and  awkwardly  straddling  the 
long  thorns.  An  Olive-backed  Thrush  was  in  the  sane  bush,  but  he  passed  up  the  haws 
each  time  for  the  nannyberrics ,  which  grew  in  the  same  clump. 


Sept.  25:  All  day  a  terrific  wind  blew  -  a  remnant  of  a  hurrioane  in  Florida. 
The  cattail  marsh  beyond  the  railroad  tracks  almost  completely  burned,  but  lortun— 
ately  for  the  woods  the  wind  was  from  the  other  direction  .  It  was  become  much 
colder.  I  saw  a  Song  Sparrow  cn  our  fence;  the  wind  blew  his  long  tail  down  between 
his  logs. 

Bet.  26:  There  were  four  Juncos  in  the  woods.  In  addition  to  their  tinkling 
song,  Juncos  have  an  alarm  call  which  can  be  imitated  by  clinking  two  pabbles^ 
together.  Also  I  saw  about  twelve  Chickadees  and  a  uThite-throated  Sparrow  which  had 
a  vjhite  throat,  yellow  lores,  unmarked  breast,  two  wing  bars,  and  buffy  crown  stripes 

Female? 


Jan.  10,  1942;  This  week  has  been  exceptionally  cold  after  a  very  mild 
December  and  a  green  Christmas.  For  the  past  week  it  has  been  four  below  most  ^f 
the  time  -with  blizzards  and  high  winds.  Highways  have  been  blocked  south  of  the 
city  and  all  schools  were  closed  yesterday.  I  feed  Pheasants  m  a  little  shelter  I 
have  made  in  the  Virgil  woods.  This  morning  I  trudged  through  snow  almost  to  my 
knees  dragging  some  one's  discarded  Christmas  tree  to  add  to  the  shelter.  I  saw  one 
male  Pheasant  and  many  tracks.  Under  the  Jhdlter  there  was  a  nice  oval  hole  m  the 
snow  where  a  warn  body  had  spent  the  night.  The  corn  cobs  are  _*re  0  corn 
left  some  more.  No  Chickadees  have  been  seen  for  some  weeks,  -hese  are  hard  day 

for  game  and  birds, 
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February  22 :  After  two  days  of  wintry  weather,  we  are  snowbound  and  many 
sparrows  visited  the  feeding  tray.  At  ten  minutes  before  noon  came  a  distinguished 
visitor. ..  .at  least  for  the  winter Otine. ..  .a  Song  Sparrow.  I  have  counted  nine 
Pheasants  in  the  woods  across  the  street,  and  ny  corn  cobs  there  are  always  eaten 
clean.  The  Song  Sparrow  returned  at  noon  and  again  at  ton  minutes  after. 

February  23:  The  Song  Sparrow  is  back  again.  I  have  noted  those  points  about 
his  behavior: 

1.  Spottie  (I  call  him  that)  is  much  less  jittery  than  the  House  Sparrow. 

They  scare  off  easily,  fly  away  twenty  or  soot  a  time  and  return  to  the 
tray  almost  immediately.  Spottie  stays  behind  all  by  himself.  IThen  he 
does  leave,  he  goes  straight  out  to  the  back  fence  and  disappears  in  the 
shrubbery  there.  He  never  sits  out  in  the  open. 

2.  Spottie  is  a  daintier  eater.  He  takes  tine  to  crack  each  seed  before 
eating  it.  The  House  Sparrows  gobble  everything  in  sight. 

3.  The  House  Sparrows  squat  very  low  on  the  feeding  tray.  Spottie *s  legs 
seem  longer  so  that  he  looks  stiff-legged  when  eating, 

4.  The  stroak3  along  Spottie^  flanks  are  very  noticeable  as  is  the  dark  spot 
in  the  center  of  the  breast. 

Today  was  the  first  tine  that  I  have  ever  seen  Starlings  eat  seeds.  Perhaps  hunger 
drotfo  them  to  it  but  three  were  at  the  feeding  tray  today  pecking  away  rather  awk¬ 
wardly. 

us 

February  24:  Spottie  was  at  the  tray  tonight  at  6  P.M.  (War  time)  when  I  got 
hone.  I  put  seeds  on  the  tray,  and  in  just  a  few  minutes  there  he  was.  At  6:30  I 
watched  him  again,  not  three  feet  away  through  the  window.  A  light  snow  covered 
some  of  the  seeds.  Instead  of  scratching  like  a  chicken,  he  jumped  forward  with 
both  feet  as  a  Fox  Sparrow  does. 

April  10:  This  has  been  a  hard  day  for  birds  and  other  wild  creatures  for  a 
heavy  wet  snow  cane  overnight  and  covered  all  sources  of  food.  All  morning  I  fed 
the  birds.  At  one  time  there  wore  fifty  House  Sparrows,  four  Starlings,  t?:o  male  and 
a  female  Red-winged  Blackbirds,  four  Grackles,  and  five  Robins  on  the  small  space 
cleared  of  snow  on  the  garage  walk.  One  Robin  provided  me  with  quite  a  show  for  he 
has  evidently  staked  off  this  house  for  his  territory.  Consquently,  when  the  other 
Robins  cane  (all  males,  I  think),  he  was  kept  busy  guarding  his  property,  so  much 
so  that  in  chasing  then  away  he  got  nothing  to  oat  himself.  It  was  most  amusing  to 
see  him  strike  an  nttitide,  cry  aloud  with  rings  drooping,  then  chase  the  intruder. 

He  chased  one  around  behind  the  garage  and  another  around  and  under  the  back  porch. 

To  the  other  species  of  birds  he  paid  not  the  slightest  attention. .. .only  to  Robins 
was  ho  aggressive.  The  blackbirds,  Starlings,  and  sparrows  seemed  to  get  along  all 
right  together,  though  the  sparrows  did  keep  a  healthy  distance  when  the  Starlings 
were  around.  They  all  preferred  bread,  but  all  ate  seeds  too.  One  Grackle  got  up 
on  the  feeding  tray,  and  it  was  fun  to  see  how  little  room  there  was  loft.  He  kept 
his  feet  braced  well  apart  and  his  back  to  the  wind,  which  blew  his  feathers  and 
long  tail  awry  until  he  looked  ragged  and  torn.  No  Song  Sparrows  appeared  today. 

It  was  of  interest  to  me  to  note  that  the  Red-winged  Blackbirds  sang  while  feeding 
on  the  ground. 

April  19:  Tie  have  had  a  week  of  phenomenal  weather.  It  was  about  eighty  in 
the  sun  today.  After  a  March  of  five  degrees  below  normal,  April  ushered  in  the 
spring  in  a  hurry.  Dogtooth  violet,  hepatica  and  bloodroot  are  in  bloom  in  the 
country  while  in  the  woods  here  on  Virgil  Avenue  the  May  apple  has  wide  open  leaves. 
The  interior  of  the  woods  is  still  full  of  water.  Today  I  waw  a  Hermit  Tlurush,  four 
male  Rod— winged  Blackbirds  (fighting),  three  Flickers,  Song  Sparrows  singing  every¬ 
where,  and  a  Field  Sparrow  on  the  cinders  alongside  the  railroad  tracks, 

April  25:  The  nights  have  been  very  cold  with  a  light  frost  all  week.  The 
forsythia  is  now  in  bloom,  but  the  leaves  on  the  trees  are  still  very  small.  It  i.? 
corn  planting  tine  according  to  the  Indians  for  the  loaves  on  the  osiers  are  as  big 
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a  squirrel’s  ear.  A  pair  of  Song  Sparrows  bathed  in  the  pool.  The  fer.alo  must  be 
the  one  much  less  distinctly  marked  on  head  and  chin.  Five  Robins  sat  in  one  tree 

and  then  started  to  chase  one  another  around  and  around  through  the  woods, 

|  / 

May  6:  When  will  I  ever  learn  the  song  of  the  Ruby-crowned  Kinglet  \  It  is  so 
lone  for  such  a  little  mite  that  it  fools  no  every  tine.  Also  I  heard  the  song  of 
the  Ovenbird,  and  the  Hermit  Thrush  is  still  here  or  another  Just  like  him.  I  think 
the  Starlings  have  at  last  succeeded  in  driving  away  the  Flickers  from  the  old  oak 
tree,  and  the  Mourning  Doves  are  also  missing  today.  garden  is  lovely  now.  The 
hardy  bleeding  heart  is  in  large  bud  and  I  have  planted  new  perennials. ,, .bluebell, 
naltese  cross,  coral  bell  and  camomile  (for  my  herb  garden). 


r Jty  notes  stop  about  here  for  unfortunately  I  found  it  necessary  to  move  away 
from  Virgil  Avenue.  The  lot  is  still  there  and  perhaps  some  one  else  would  like  to 
continue  where  I  left  off.  It  was  an  interesting  e:qperience  and  most  rewarding  even 
if  only  to  myself. 


Here  is  a  list  of  birds  which  I  have  seen  in  Virgil  Avenue  Woods.  The  B’s 
indicate  breeding  birds: 


Sparrow  Hawk 

Hermit  Thrush 

Bl. -capped  Warbler 

Pheasant 

B 

Olive-b.  Thrush 

Canada  Warbler 

Killdeer 

B 

Cray-ch,  Thrush 

Redstart 

Woodcock 

Golden-cr,  Kinglet 

House  Sparrow 

Mourning  Dove 

B 

Ruby-cr.  Kinglet 

Red-w,  Blackbird 

Short-eared  Owl 

Starling 

B  Baltimore  Oriole 

Flicker 

B 

Red-eyed  Vireo 

B  Rusty  Blackbird 

Red-headed  Wdpkr. 

Bl.  &  Wh.  Warbler 

Grackle 

Y ellow-b .  Sapsucker 

Nashville  Warbler 

Cowbird 

Downy  Woodpecker 

Parula  Warbler 

Starlet  Tanager 

Least  Flycatcher 

Yellow  Warbler 

Rose-br.  Grosbeak 

Wood  Pewee 

Magnolia  Warbler 

Purple  Finch 

Tree  Swallow 

Bl.-thr.  Bl.  Warbler 

Goldfinch 

Purple  Martin 

Myrtle  Warbler 

Eastern  Towhee 

Crovj 

Bl.-thr.  Gr.  Warbler 

Slate-col.  Junco 

Biack-c.  Chickadee 

Blackburn.  Warbler 

Tree  Sparrow 

Brown  Creeper 

Chestnut-s.  Warbler 

Chipping  Sparrow 

Catbird 

Black-poll  Warbler 

Field  Sparrow 

Brown  Thrasher 

Oven-bird 

Wh.-th.  Sparrow 

Robin 

Wood  Thrush 

B 

Nor.  Waterthrush 

Con.  Yellowthroat 

Song  Sparrow 

Heather  G.  Thorpe 


1953  NESTING  RECORDS 

Symbols:  N  -  nest;  E  -  egg;  Yn  -  young  in  nest;  Yo  -  young  out  of  nest; 

C  -  cowbird  egg;  N2E3Yn  -  nest  ;ri.th  two  eggs  and  three  young.  Ditto 
marks  in  the  species  column  indicate  the  history  of  a  single  nest.  Thus, 
the  records  below  indicate  four  separate  Mourning  Dove  nests  but  only  one 
Virginia  Rail  nest: 


Species 

Nest 

Date 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

2Yo 

May  24 

Least  Bittern 

N 

”  30 

Mallard 

N7E 

April  21 

Mallard 

N3E 

”  23 

Mallard 

5Yo 

May  11 

Location  Observer 

Mud  Lake,  Gnt.  Schaffher,  Emerson, Nathan 

Lowbanks,  Ont.  Schaffner 

Park  School  P&nd  Fisk 
Three  Sisters  Is.  ” 

Forest  Lawn 


(59) 
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Species 

3harp-sh.  Hawk 
Rod-should.  Hawk 

Ruffed  Grouse 

n  M 

ir  » 


Nest 

lYo 

3Yc 

N2E 

N5E 

NICE 


Date 
July  25 

ii  1/ 

May  10 

«»  16 
w  20 


It  tt 

N8E 

"  23 

tt  II 

N7E 

"  24 

II  II 

N 

July  21 

Ruffed  Grouse 

5Yo 

"  4 

Pheasant 

N  Yn 

June  7 

Turkey 

4  Yo 

"  13 

King  Rail 

1  Yo 

July  19 

Virginia  Rail 

N9E 

May  31 

it  n 

N  Yn 

June  5 

ti  n 

N 

»  6 

Coot 

3  Yo 

May  17 

Coot 

5  Yo 

"  24 

Killdeer 

N4E 

June  22 

ti 

N4Yn 

July  14 

Killdeor 

3  Yo 

June  22 

Spotted  Sandpiper 

N4  Yn 

"  13 

Spotted  Sandpiper 

N  4  E 

"  19 

Blacktern 

NE 

May  30 

Mourning  Dove 

N2E 

tt  3 

Mourning  Dove 

N2E 

,»  3 

Mourning  Dove 

N1E 

t.  3 

Mourning  Dove 

N2  Yn 

«  24 

Jfollow-b.  Cuckoo 

N2E 

June  10 

n  it  it 

N2  Yn 

"  21 

ti  «  it 

N 

"  24 

Black-b,  Cuckoo 

N1E 

May  31 

tt  it  tt 

N2E 

June  2 

ti  it  tt 

N1E 

"  21 

Black-b,  Cuckoo 

N 

»  14 

Great  Horned  Owl 

1  Yo 

May  17 

Red-headed  Wdpkr* 

N 

»»  23 

Red-headed  Wdpkr. 

1  Yo 

July  12 

Kingbird 

N2Yn 

June  14 

Crested  Flycatcher 

1  Yo 

July  22 

Phoebe 

N 

April  23 

Phoebe 

NE 

May  12 

Prairie  Horn. Lark 

2  Yo 

ti  3 

Tree  Swallow 

N 

»  10 

Tree  Swallow 

N 

»  24 

Cliff  Swallow 

12  N 

June  14 

Cliff  Swallow 

6n 

»  14 

Blue  Jay 

1  Yo 

July  16 

Crow 

1  Yo 

«  14 

Black-c . Chickadee 

N 

May  24 

tt  tt 

N  Yn 

June  16 

Black-c .Chickadee 

N 

tt  13 

Black-c .Chickadee 

1  Yo 

tt  20 

House  Wren 

N 

May  23 

Carolina  Wren 

N5  Yn 

tt  30 

Location 
Findley  Lake 
Allegany  St.Pk. 
Cook*s  Mills, Ont. 

»  »  n 

H  It  II 

«  «  it 

■June  6  n  «  tt 

w  it  it 

Zoar  Valley 
Sinking  Ponds 
Allegany  St.Pk. 
Akron 

Cookes  Mills, Ont. 

«  it  it 

tt  it  n 

Dunnville,Ont. 

Mud  Lake,  Ont. 

Rose  Hill,  Ont. 
it  n  n 

Roof  of  office 
bldg.  William  St, 
Buffalo 

Rose  Hill,  Ont, 

Old  Erie  Beach, Ont 
Mud  Lake, Ont. 
Sugarloaf,  Ont. 

it  it 

tt  it 

Dunnville,  Ont, 

Cookts  Mills, Ont. 
tt  it  ii 

tt  it  it 

Cookes  Miills,Ont. 

it  tt  tt 

tt  tt  tt 

Zoar  Valley 
Rockhousc  Pt.,0nt. 


S chaff  her 
Dietrich,  McCann 
White 

it 

it 

tt 

n 

n 

Brockners,  McCanns 

Brockners 

Brockners 

it 

White 

it 

tt 

Braunberns , Nathan, 
Schaffner 

Schaffner,  Emerson, 
Nathan 
Fisk 

it 


Mitchell 

Fisk 

.  Schaffner 
Browns tein  et  al 

Schaffner 

n 

it 

Schaffner , Ener  s  on , Nathan 
White 

tt 

it 

White 

tt 

it 


Yacht  Harbor^:  Ont. 
Buckhorn,Is.  St.Pk 
Pierce  Run  Road 
Rose  Hill,  Ont. 

tt  it  tt 

tt  tt  tt 

McNab,  Ont. 
Gainsville 
Lowbanks,  Ont. 
Pierce  Run  Road 

tt  tt  tt 

Allegany  St.Pk. 

ti  tt  tt 

Cook*s  Mills,  Ont. 

tt  tt  tt 

Rose  Hill,  Ont, 
Delaware  Park 
Rose  Hill,  Ont. 

ti  tt  » 


Brockner 

Braunberns , Nathan , 
Schaffner 
Praemas sings 
.  Faul  Windsor 
Sundells,  Nathan  et  al 
Fisk 

it 

ti 

Axtells, Nathan  et  al 
Mrs.  E.V.  Smith 
Schaffner 

Sundells,  Nathan  et  al 
n  it  it 

McCanns 

Dietrich,  McCann 
White 

it 

Fisk 

Schaffner , Nathan , Witebsky 
Praenassings 

FiSk  (60) 
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Species 
Carolina  Wren 
Brown  Thrasher 
Rot  in 
Robin 
Robin 

V.Tood  Thrush 
Vecry 

tt 
ii 
it 

Bluebird 
Bl.-gr.  Gnatcatcher 

Migrant  Shrike 
Starling 
Yellow  Warbler 
Yellow  Warbler 
Yellow  Warbler 
Canada  Warbler 
Red-w.  Blackbird 

j 

Red-w.  Blackbird 
Red-w,  Blackbird 
Red-w,  Blackbird 
Red-w ,  Blackbird 
Baltimore  Oriole 

Baltimore  Oriole 
Scarlet  T onager 
Cardinal 

Rosc-br.  Grosbeak 

ii  it  n 

II  II  » 

II  H  »* 

it  it  « 

Rose-br,  Grosbeak 
Eastern  Towheo 
Vesper  Sparrow 
Field  Sparrow 
Song  Sparrow 


ii 

Song 

Song 

Song 

Song 

Song 

Song 


n 

Sparrow 
Soar  r  oi7 
Sparrow 
.Sparrow 
Sparrow 
Sparrow 


Nest 

Date 

N 

June  22 

N  Yn 

May  29 

N2Yn 

June  27 

N3Yn 

July  7 

N2Yn 

"  7 

N2Yn 

June  27 

N2E 

May  24 

N3E 

«  27 

N3E 

«  31 

N3Yn 

June  1 

1  Yo 

July  14 

'  N 

May  31 

N 

it  3 

8  N 

»  23 

N 

"  11 

N3E 

»  27 

N4Yn 

June  13 

N3E2C 

May  31 

N1E 

"  17 

N4E 

«  30 

N3S 

i*  30 

N4Yn 

»i  30 

N4Yn 

«  30 

N 

»  17 

N 

»»  23 

N 

June  7 

2  Yo 

July  11 

N 

May  18 

N1E 

«  23 

N4S 

»  31 

N4Yn 

June  7 

N 

«*  21 

a  Yo 

July  14 

1  Yo 

"  9 

N2ElYn 

my  24 

N5E 

June  10 

N4E 

May  17 

N4E 

«  24 

B4E 

ii  30 

N5E 

June  19 

N2Yn 

i»  27 

N3Yn 

July  1 

N2E2Yn 

ii  2 

N4E 

ii  19 

Location 
Rose  Hill,Ont. 
Castile 

Rose  Hill,  Ont. 


ti  it 

II  TI 

ii  it 


n 

it 

ti 


Cook!s  Mills,  Ont, 
ti  n  ti 

it  ii  ii 

h  ii  n 

/illegany  St.Pk. 
Tonawonda  Ind.Res, 

Virgil,  Ont, 

Erie  Beach, Ont. 
Thunder  Bay, Ont. 
Cook*s  Mils, Ont. 
Rose  Hill,  Ont. 
Taylor  Hollow 
Stronness,  Ont. 

Lowbanks ,  Ont. 

ii  ti 

it  ti 


Obserber 

Fisk 

Thompson 

Fisk 

n 

tt 

it 

White 

it 

it 

n 

Dietrich,  McCann 
Schaffner,  Nathan, 
Emersons,  YJitebsky 
Axt ells, Nathan  et  al 
Praenas sings 
Schaffner 
White 
Fisk 

Rices,  Wards 
Schaffner,  Nathan, 
Braunberns 

Schaffner 

ii 

ii 

ii 


n  ii 

Morgan  Pt.,Ont.  Schaffner,  Nathan, 

Braunberns 

Rose  Hill,  Ont.  Praenassings 
Chestnut  Ridge  Pk.  Brockners 
Rose  Hill,  Ont.  Fisk 
C  ook T  s  Mills , Ont .  White 

it 


n 


it 

ti 

it 


»t 

ii 

n 


»i  if  « 

Allegany  St.  PH.  Dietrich,  McCann 
Rose  Hill,  Ont.  Fisk 
Cook's  Mills,  Ont.  White 

t|  II  «  X} 

Rock  House  Pt.,Ont.  Schaffner 
n  it  n 

tt  n 


it  ii 

tt  it  ii  ” 

Old  Erie  Beach, Ont 
Rose  Hill,  Ont. 

Cook* s  Mills, Ont, 

Rose  Hill,  Ont.  Fisk 

tt  ii  »  ” 


ii 


Fisk 

White 


TTT.TS'  HTT.LS  riCMIC  -  JD1V  18 1351 

All  who  attended  the  Picnic  at  Tills'  Hills,  Patchin  on  Saturday,  July  18, 
enjoyed  the  superb  sunnor  binding  in  a  cost  delightful  location. 
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S3I0REBIRD  TRIP  -  JULY  26,  1953 


In^  spite  of  the  strong  winds  sixty-three  species  of  birds  were  observed  on 
trip.  A  Solitary  Sandpiper  provided  an  opportunity  for  everyone  to  study  it 


this  trip.  A  Solitary 
carefully  in  detail. 


FAIL  .CLASSES  AT  THE  BUFFALO  MUSEUM  OF  SCIENCE 

Binding  for  Beginners:  Instructor  -  Mrs,  E.C.  Ulrich,  Tuesday  evenings  beginning 

September  29. 

.Sfoyty *  Instructor  -  Mrs,  E.C.  Ulrich.  In-door  meeting  for  organization 
on  Thursday,  September  17.  First  field  trip  Saturday,'  Sept.  19. 

Hikes  for  Everyone:  Leader  -  Mabel  Janes.  City  and  country  hikes  beginning 

Saturday,  September  19. 

For  further  details  about  above  classos  and  other  classes,  call  the  Buffalo 
Museum  of  Science  and  ask  for  a  catalogue. 


PROGRAM  -  MEETINGS 

Regular  meetings  are  in  the  Humboldt  Room  oFthe  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  at 
8:00  F.M.  on  Wednesday. 

Sept.  9  -  Study  of  Those  Confusing  Fall  warblers,  Bernard  Nathan  will  demonstrate 
study  skins.  Report  of  the  Shorebird  County  -  Arthur  Schaffncr,  Leader, 

Sept.  23  -  Plans  for  Fall  Duck  Census  -  Leaders:  Illary  Louise  Emerson  (LI,  0067), 

587  Ashland  Ave.,  Buffalo  22,  N.Y.  and  Ellen  J.  Windsor  (AM.  3570),  144  Jewitt 
Fkwy,,  Buffalo  14,  N.Y.  Interesting  summer  experiences, 

Oct.  14  -  Breeding  Bird  Habitats  -  Edward  C.  Ulrich.  Annual  Meeting  and  Election 
of  Officers. 

Oct.  28  -  Bird  Migration  -  Mrs,  Edward  C.  Ulrich. 

PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 

Saturday,Sunday,Monday$  Sept.  5,6,7  -  Long  Point.  Leader:  Ed  Seeber.  Call  Bernard 
Nathan  (GR.  0675)  for  information  about  reservations,  meeting  time  &  place, 
Saturday, Sunday;  Sept,  12,13  -  Pymatuning  Lake,  Leader:  Winston  Brockner  (SU.5896). 
Meet  at  7:00  A.M.  Saturday  at  the  City  Hall.  Presque  Isle  will  be  our  first 
stop,  Mr,  N.R,  Casillo,  naturalist  at  the  Fynatuning  Museum,  will  speak  at 
the  Saturday  night  program.  Sunday  morning  we  will  have  field  trips  in  the 
Pymatuning  area.  For  reservations  write  directly  to  Travelers  Inn,  Linesville, 
Penna.  c/o  firs.  Ify rtle  Bielo.  For  additional  information  call  Winston  Brockner, 
Saturday,  Sept.  26  -  Bird  Island,  Squaw  Island,  and  Breakwall,  Leader:  Edward  C. 

Ulrich  (PA.  8896).  Meet  at  3:00  P.M.  at  foot  of  Ferry  St.  west  of  the  bridge. 
Sunday,  Sept,  27  -  Canadian  Shore  of  Lake  Erie.  Leader:  Clark  S.  Beardslee  (BE  7707. 

Meet  at  7:00  A.M.  E.S.T.  at  the  Peace  Bridge, 

Sunday,  October  4  -  Bear  Swamp  Area.  Leaders:  Mrs.  Edward  0.  Ulrich  (PA.  8896). 

Meet  at  7:30  A.M.  at  the  University  Plaza, 

Saturday,  October  10  -  Grand  Island  for  Golden  Plover.  Leader:  Jennie  Graham 
(VI.  3520).  Meet  at  1:00  F.M.  at  Delaware  and  Hertel  avenues. 

Sunday,  October  18  -  Fall  Duck  Census,  Leaders:  Mary  Louise  Emerson  (LI.  0067), 

587  Ashland  Ave,,  Buffalo  22,  N.Y.  and  Ellen  J.  Windsor  (AM,  3570),  144  Jewitt 
Pkwy.,  Buffalo  14,  N.Y, 

Pleaso  mail  your  record3~for"* each  month  not  later  than  the  third  day  of  the  follow¬ 
ing  month  to  Mrs.  H.H.  Axtoll,  301  West  Utica  St.,  Buffalo  2^,  N.Y, 

EDITOR:  &ay  McCann,  799  Potomac  Ave.,  Buffalo  9,  N.Y.  (EL.  6169) 

TREASURER:  Cyril  T.  Wolf ling,  West  Wood  Road,  Box  87,  Aldon,  N.Y.  (62) 
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Published  Monthly  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society,  Inc. 

Buffalo,  New  York 


THE  MONTH 


August  was  fairly  typical,  A  heat  wave  the  last  several  days  brought  the 
average  temperature  for  the  month  up  to  1,6  degrees  above  normal.  More,  than  half 
of  the  rain  fell  on  the  9th  and  10th,  bringing  the  month* s  total  to  slightly  above 
the  usual  amount.  The  bird  world  likewise  was  nearly  normal,  with  two  striking 
exceptions.  One  of  these  was  the  first  record  of  nesting  Mockingbirds  for  our  area, 
for  which  we  owe  thanks  to  the  alertness  of  the  Pixleys  and  their  friends.  The 
other  was  the  unprecedentedly  early  occurrence  of  an  Erolia  alpina  (Red-backed 
Sandpiper  or  Dunlin);  some  observers  believe  this  bird  had  the  characteristics  of 
one  of  the  foreign  races  of  this  species, 

Harold  H,  Axtell 
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1  Prendergast 

672 (max)  Can. shore  L.  Erie 
3  Pt.  Abino,  Ont, 

1  Peace  Bridge 

2  Rockhouse  Pt.,Ont( 
2,  4  Windmill  Pt.,Ont. 

Rockhouse  Pt.,Ont( 

3  Can. shore  L.  Erie 
3 000 (max)  Ft.  Erie  to  Erie 

Beach, Ont, 
family  Buffalo 
7  Rose  Hill, Ont. 

9 

2  ad.  5  imm, 

(2  broods)  East  Bethany 
1  Clarence  Center 

1  Windmill  Pt.,0nt. 

2  Kensington  Quarry 

to  Oak  Orchard 
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1  It  If 
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Schaffner 
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Fisk 
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Axtell  et  al 
Brockner 

Ulrichs,  Mitchell  etal 
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Mitchell 

tt 
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it 

Fisk 
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Mitchell  et  al 
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Fisk 


Previously  reoorted 
Added  this  month 
1953  total  to  date 


246 

2  *  *  This  number  includes 

248  Western  Sandpiper  from  the 

Shore  Bird  Count. 


SURFACE-FEEDING  DUCKS  THAT  DIVE 

It  is  not  an  uncommon  sight  to  observe  young  ducklings  of  surface-feeding  ducks 
diving,  to  obtain  food  or  escape  danger.  To  observe  a  full-grown  duck  of  this  sub¬ 
family  do  this,  however,  is  for  most  of  us  a  rare  sight.  I  well  recall  the 
incredulousness  with  which  I  once  observed  seven  Green-winged  Teal  repeatedly  dive 
for  food  in  a  pond  about  four  feet  deep,  I  noted  that  at  the  instant  they  dis¬ 
appeared  beneath  the  water,  the  wings  were  spread  so  that  their  tips  were  several 
inches  from  the  body.  Apparently  the  wings  were  being  used  as  aids  in  diving. 

It  was  many  years  before  I  again  saw  full-gro?m  surface-feeding  ducks  dive.  On 
January  28,  1950,  when  Mrs,  Axtell  and  I  looked  at  the  ducks  in  the  eddy  near  an 
island  above  Goat  Island  in  the  Niagara  River,  we  discovered  a  drake  Mallard,  two 
Baldpates,  and  about  twenty  Black  Ducks  diving.  Like  the  Green-winged  Teal 
mentioned  above,  and  the  Gadwalls  noted  by  Schaffner  (Prothonotary,  June,  1953,  p.47) 
they  all  partly  spread  their  wings  at  the  instant  they  submerged. 
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Surface-Feeding  Ducks  (con’t.) 


Many  writers  have  mentioned  that  dabbling  ducks  dive,  Forbush  (Birds  of 
Massachusetts,  Vol.  1,  p.  201-202)  even  stating  that  all  species  of  waterfowl  have 
been  seen  to  dive.  Few  authors,  however,  have  mentioned  the  wing-spreading,  and  I 
have  read  no  attempt  to  conjecture  as  to  whether  surface-feeding  ducks  that  dive  use 
their  wings  as  well  as  feet  for  propulsion  under  water.  It  is  the  intent  of  this 
paper  to  present  some  reasoning  and  conjecturing  on  this  subject,  in  the  apparent 
absence  of  definite  knowledge. 


Most  of  the  diving  ducks  in  the  subfamily  Aythyinae  do  not  spread  their  wings 
at  the  instant  they  dive,  and  underwater  motion  pictures  also  show  that  these  same 
species  do  not  use  the  wings  while  beneath  the  surface.  Among  the  diving  ducks 
there  are,  however,  several  sea  ducks  that  do  spread  their  wings  as  they  submerge, 
and  all  of  these  same  species  are  also  said  to  use  their  wings  in  addition  to  their 
feet  while  swimming  under  water.  These  correlations  indicate  that  wing-spreading 
and  using  the  wings  for  underwater  propulsion  are  related.  (This  is  not  surprising, 
for  the  most  reasonable  explanation  of  the  spread  wings  is  that  they  are  the  intro-" 
ductory  movement  in  the  act  of  using  the  wings  during  underwater  pwimming.)  Surface 
feeders  that  spread  their  wings  in  this  same  characteristic  way  would,  therefore, 
in  keeping  with  this  correlation,  also  be  expected  to  use  their  wings  for  propulsion 
beneath  the  surface. 

Supporting  the  probability  of  all  the  surface-feeding  ducks  using  the  wings 
for  extra  power  or  control  or  both  while  swimming  under  water,  there  is  still 
another  line  of  reasoning,  as  follows: 


First,  as  is  well  know,  the  surface-feeders  have  a  great  handicap  to  overcome  in 
diving  because  of  structural  features  such  as  the  relatively  anterior  position 
of  their  legs. 

Second,  several  genera  of  the  Aythyinae  likewise  have  unusual  handicaps  to  overcome: 

the  Old-squaw  dives  to  great  depths,  the  Harlequin  must  overcome  the  hazards  of  the 
turbulent  waters  about  wave-washed  rocks,  the  Eiders  must  often  submerge  to 
groat  depths  and  dive  in  stormy  waters  beating  against  sea-coast  cliffs  and 
islets,  and  the  Scoters  commonly  dive  in  the  ocean  surf  where  currents  are  often 
strong  and  treacherously  variable. 

Third,  these  genera  of  Aythyinae  with  the  special  diving  problems  are  the  very  ones 
that  are  said  to  use  wings  as  well  as  feet  under  water .  These  different  kinds 
of  Sea  ducks  have  obviously  all  overcome  their  respective  diving  handicaps  by 
this  single  means. 

Fourth,  this  same  means  is  readily  available  to  the  surface-feeders  and  since  all  . 
ducks  are  in  the  same  family,  supposedly  descended  from  a  common  ancestor,  it  is 
to  be  presumed  probably  that  they  have  many  instinctive  tendencies  in  common, 
such  as  the  dabblers  applying  the  same  technique  as  the  sea  ducks  to  overcome 

special  diving  handicaps. 


Pending  scientific  proof,  we  may  conclude  that  on  the  basis  of  these  two  lines 
of  reasoning  it  appears  probably  that  most  or  all  species  of  the  surface-feeding 
ducks  use  wings  as  well  as  feet  to  help  them  swim  under  water. 


Harold  H.  Axtell 


NOTE:  Back  issues  of  The  Prothonotary  are  available  at  $.15  per  copy.  Mail  your 
request  and  remittance  to  the  Treasurer,  Cyril  Wolfling,  West  Wood  Road, 

Box  87,  Alden,  New  York. 
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SHORE  BIRD  COUNT  -  August  23.  1953 


The  second  yearls  study  in  Series  II  of  the  Society* s  long  range  program  on 
shore  bird  distribution  within  the  study  area  has  been  completed.  Some  trends  are 
beginning  to  crystalize  and  others  are  yet  vague.  The  weather  this  year  was  hot  but. 
pleasant,  not  like  the  cold  front  which  pushed  the  birds  through  prior  to  our  count 
in  1952.  In  some  instances  the  results  reflect  this  factor.  A  lower  water  level 
may  also  have  influenced  the  results. 

Concentrations  of  species  and  individuals  were  found  east  of  Port  Colbourne 
rather  than  wesrt.  This  distribution  should  be  expected  as  this  area,  particularly 
from  Fort  Erie  to  Point  Abino,  contains  greater  feeding  possibilities  as  well  as 
more  shelter.  Compared  to  the  previous  count,  this  year*s  count  showed  an  overall 
increase,  with  only  the  Killdeer  dropping  considerably  in  number.  Semi-^almated 
Sandpipers  increased  almost  three  times. 


The  species  list  rose  by  only  one,  making  it  a  total  of  fifteen  this  year. 
Greater  Yello?/-legs  and  Eastern  Dowitcher  were  not  reported,  but  they  were  well 
replaced  by  Black-bellied  Plover,  Red-backed  and  Western  sandpipers.  Again  the 
number  of  Lesser  Yellowlegs  was  low.  The  number  of  Sanderlings  increased  substan¬ 
tially,  and  the  number  of  Knots  was  comparable  to  that  of  last  year. 


Generally  the  larger  shore  birds  were  found  on  the  points  or  quieter  stretches 
of  the  shoreline.  Rockhouse  Point,  however,  was  rather  unproductive  of  all  species-- 
possibly  due  to  the  removal  of  sand  for  road  construction. 

Individuals  and  flocks  in  flight  moved  east  or  northeast.  It  is  important  to 
note  the  directions  of  flight  in  future  shore  Bird  Counts. 


Unfortunately  areas  4  and  5  were  not  covered. 


Areas  1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 
9. 

10. 


Fort  Erie  to  Rose  Hill 
Rose  Hill  to  Yacht  Harbor 
Yacht  Harbot  to  Point  Abino 
Point  Abino  to  Silver  Bay 
Silver  Bay  to  Port  Colbourne 
Port  Colbourne  to  Rathfon  Point 
Rathfon  Point  to  Long  Beach 
Long  Beach  to  Mohawk  Point 
Mohawk  Point  to  Rockhouse  Point 
Rockhouse  Point  to  Port  Maitland 


Number  of  Each  Species  in  Each  Area 


Species 


Ringed  Plover 
Killdeer 

Black-bellied  Plover 
Ruddy  Turnstone 
Spotted  Sandpiper 
Solitary  Sandpiper 
Lesser  Yellow-legs 
Knot 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 
Baird* s  Sandpiper 

Least  Sandpiper 
Red-backed  Sandpiper 
Senipalnated  Sandpiper 
Western  Sandpiper 
Sanderling 
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MOCKINGBIRD 


Here  is  the  record  of  the  nesting  activity  of  the  Mockingbirds  on  the  Paul  Legg 
farm  on  Oatka  Creok  near  Roanoke,  a  small  community  between  East  Bethany  and  LeRcy. 


Date 


Activity 


Observer 


July  9 
July  10 

July  11 
July  12 

July  16 
July  28 

August  5 

August  8 
August  9 


2  adults  -  male  bird  singing  -  2  nearly  full 
grown  young. 

2  adults  feeding  the  young  -  adult  males* 
song  coming  from  different  points  along 
the  creek  as  he  moved  about, 
nest  -  1  egg  -  male  singing 
nest  -  2  eggs  -  female  on  nest 


nest  -  3  eggs  -  male  singing  -  Male  feeds 
the  2  young  without  the  help  of  the  female, 
nest  -  3  young  in  velvet  down  about  2  days 
old  -  Male  does  not  sing  much;  he  guards 
the  nest  and  feeds  the  2  young  of  the 
virst  brood. 

nest  -  3  young  have  quill  wing  feathers  and 
are  well  formed.  Both  adults  are  vicious 
toward  me  as  I  approach  the  nest,  2  young 
of  first  brood  are  not  observed  around 
the  nesting  site, 

3  young  have  left  nest. 

3  young  are  banded. 


Pixley 

Mas  ons ,  Mahoney, 
Pixley 

Annabal,  Pixley 
Eschelmans, 
Almendinger,  Perry, 
Annabal,  Pixley 
Annabal,  Pixley. 


Annabal,  Pixley 


Pixley 


Legg 

Axtell,  Wolfling. 


Mrs.  0.  L.  Pixley 


AUDUBON  SCREEN  TOURS 


The  Buffalo  Audubon  Society  and  the  National  Audubon  Society  will  sponsor  the 
tenth  annual  series  of  Audubon  Screen  Tours,  Outstanding  natural  history  lecturers 
will  speak  on  wildlife  subjects.  All  lectures  will  be  illustrated  by  colored  motion 
pictures.  Each  of  the  Screen  Tours  will  be  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  at 
8 : 15  P.M.  on  a  Friday. 


"Panama  Venture"  -  October  9  -  Lorus  and  Margery  Milne  show  pictures  of  the 
tropical  jungle  of  Panama,  its  people,  and  its  animals. 


"Once  upon  an  Island"  -  November  20  -  Robert  C.  Hermes  shows  pictures  of  island 
birds  and  animals  -  eiders,  Puffins,  Arctic  and  Caspian  terns,  murres,  whirligig 
beetles,  seals,  and  whales. 


"Animals  at  Night  in  Color"  -  January  15  -  Howard  Cleaves’  pictures  show  the 
nocturnal  activities  of  forest  and  bayou  birds  and  animals  -  deer,  racoon,  muskrat, 
Osprey,  Great  Blue  Heron,  Chimney  Swift,  turtle,  frog,  and  cicada. 


"Southern  Exposures"  -  March  26  -  Laurel  Reynolds  shows  pictures  of  many  places 
from  Virginia  to  the  South  Pacific, 

"In  the  Hills  of  Gold"  -  April  30  -  Olin  Sewall  Pettingill’s  pictures  show  the 
flora  and  fauna  of  the  Black  Hills  of  South  Dakota  and  Wyoming. 

GET  YOUR  TICKETS  from  Mrs.  Karl  Eschelman,  8  North  Drive,  Buffalo  16,  N.Y,  or  from 
Mr.  Ellsworth  Jaeger  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science.  The  price  is  $2,00  (plus  20$ 
tax)  for  the  entire  series,  or  $.50  (plus  20$  tax)  for  a  single  Screen  Tour.  (67) 


l  jj  -  •  •  "  •  '  .  I  ’■ 

.  \  .  «  • 


ro 


:  i>j< 


:  ,  •  ■  . 

,  v  :  •  ,  r  • : :  * 


■  -  .  •  ■  .  I  .. 

. '  '  Y  t*  :  ,1'\ 

t  til  ■■  ■■  !  ' 

■  . 

’  >rvrj:<  • .  ~  i  - 

jo-re  ro  .*!  ^ -  do>fi 


C 

:  ■  01 


II  ri  a 

, 


•'  'A 

’ 

:  •  / 

-  h :  r’ 

-  ••  • 

'  • 

-  -  .  >  f  - 

J3  : 

0 

•  .1  -  :  /j  - 

'•,o  ;l-y.\ 

- :  *  *4 

*  A 

••  •  •;  S 

r-. 
t  • 

vrf; 

-  '  - 

a 

V.:  -  / 

.Y-cv  ?.  - 

dr.. 

■n 

liiflTil'i 

F 

,  i 

Jort 

T  « 

Me 

3fbt 

ric 

Hn>.ro  :  S 

Oil 

'  '  •  -Mi  •'  V 

,  : -4-  ■ 

;v 

Y 

'  - 

9*>  no'X.T 

'  !  '  ' 

'  *  f  -  *  •  , 

-n 

r. 

U/s  ■ 

■  • 

.  .!  •  • 

riJ 

on  * 

• 

-Y 

\>r:  •• 

w  ■<.  * 

•  • 

•••  n  ■  :'i  ' 

ric  • 

- 

fvt; 

V  f 

• 

•  > ;  --  ■ 

.  iC 

• 

,r :: •  ^ '  ■  ' 

.y'j 

• 

9 

•1  0 ;  t 

.r.:I  -  vor  • ,  -'vox 

e 

,b 

r  ,  •:  -  :  -  v 

c 

.  *  . * 

T 

» vi 

.0  ,  - 

T.  • 

S  %i  ■ 


S  jr.-C/V, 
£  *  OYiT, 


•  >  *  •  »  ■ 


.  .-0  h:  .. 


■  /  ■ 

i  ■  ■  .  '  .  trf  •  "  1  ■  "  - 

•  .  ■  £.1  '  •  .  '  -  • 

■ 

,  ’  •  :  .  :h  ,  .  C  i 


•  •  ‘  .  ■  '  •  :  •  •  ■  I  •  • 

.  .  1  . 


.. 

■  ■  '  '  u  * 

.  }.  :  y  .  X 


.  .  ifvxicf  uo\sd  bits  $ 8-y*io*i 

4  Bf  .  •  •  ,  ■  •  |  '  |  , 


rioiq  -  d  -  ’  •  ■ 

,  •  .•  ■  yy.; 


....  -i ...  .  ■ 

.’.T j  .  .  ■  .  .  ■  ■  •'  -  • r  :  :  • 

■  ■ 

tflq)  0?.|  *w  -tSfK.- 


-  august  3 °  2_J- 95 3_ 

If  you  wish  to  see  the  Buff- or eas ted  Sandpiper,  donH-  go  on  a  trip  to  Toronto 
wich  W.  V,  ^r^-knar  a  Tins  is  \;hc  second  yoar  in  a  row  that  I  have  attempted  to  coot 
this  rariuy f  and  each  tine  nas  net  witn  failure.  It  is  almost  as  bad  as  trying  to 
find  a  Worn-eating  Warbler • 


However,  six  nenbers  and  two  guests  had  a  delightful  trip  to  Toronto,  The  day 
was  periect,  One  guest,  Robert  Ea  Ball,  cane  nil  the  way  from  Canton-  Ohio,  to  join 
us  on  the  trip.  He  was  very  sai-isiied  to  net  seventeen  new  species  for  the  year. 

Bob  has  been  a  long-tine  subscriber  to  our  ’’Prothonotary .” 


With  few  stops  being  made,  little  was  found  on  the  trip  up.  The  best  was  right 
at  the  Canadian  side  of  the  Peace  Bridge,  where  Little  Gull  was  spotted. 


At  Toronto,  we  found  nine  Canadian  ornithologists  waiting  for  us.  Included 
were  Bill  Gunn  and  George  North  fron  Hamilton.  We  spent  quite  sone  profitable  tine 
at  the  Ashbridges  area.  Ail  of  us  had  perfectly  marvelous  views  of  Stilt  Sandpipers, 
Rowitchers,  and  other  shorebirds.  Needless  to  say,  we  left  the  area  without  finding 
the  object  of  our  search,  the  Buff-breasted  Sandpiper  £  Better  luck  next  year. 

y 

Next  we  visited  the  Humborstone  River  area,  which  was  not  as  good  as  last  year. 
From  here,  we  moved  on  to  the  Dunda3  Marsh  region  of  Hamilton.  This  spot  was  very 
good.  Golden  and  Black-bellied  plovers,  t?/o  Baird’s  Sandpipers,  other  shorebirds 
and  ducks  were  found  in  this  fascinating  area.  George  North  joined  us  again  at  this 
rendezvous.  A  Yellow-cr owned  Night  Heron  wqs  recently  found  here,  but  we  were  not 
favored  with  it’s  presence  this  day. 


This  is  always  an  interesting  trip,  and  it  will  bear  repetition  in  future  years. 

Winston  William  Brockner,  Leader 


PROGRAM  -  MEETINGS 


Regular  meetings  are  in  the  Humboldt  Room  of  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  at  8:00 
P.M.  on  Wednesday. 

October  14  -  Breeding  Bird  Habitats  -  Edward  C.  Ulrich.  Annual  Meeting  and  Election 
of  Officers. 

October  28  -  Bird  Migration  -  Mrs.  Edward  C.  Ulrich. 

November  11  -  ’’Gull  Banding  in  Eastern  Lake  Ontario”  -  slides  and  short  film  - 

Speaker;  Allan  Klonick  -  Genesee  Ornithological  Soc.  Report  of  Fall 
Duck  Census  -  Mary  Louise  Emerson  &  Ellen  J.  Windsor. 


PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 

Sunday,  Oct.  4  -  Bear  Swamp  Area.  Leaders:  Mrs .  Edward  C.  Ulrich  (PA.  8896).  Meet 
at  7:30  A.M.  at  the  University  Plaza. 

Saturday,  Oct.  10  -  Grand  Island  for  Golden  Plover.  Leader:  Jennie  Graham  (VI.  3520; 

Meet  at  1:00  P.M.  at  Delaware  and  Hertel  Avenues. 

Sunday,  Oct.  18  -  Fall  Duck  Census.  Leaders:  Mary  Louise  Emerson  (LI.  0067),  587 
Ashland  Ave.,  Buffalo  22,  N.Y.  and  Ellen  J.  ?/indsor  (AM,  3570),  144 

Jewett  Pkwy , ,  Buffalo  14,  N.Y.  .  ,  TT  _ 

Sunday,  Nov.  1  -  Orleans  County  and  Lake  Ontario  Shore.  Leader:  Frederick  Vanderbles 

(Cl.  0975).  Meet  at  7:45  A.M.  at  the  University  Plaza, 

Sunday,  Nov,  15  -  $cottsville  Area  to  see  Red-bellied  Woodpecker.  Leader:  Fred  Hall 
(WI.  0916).  Meet  at  7:30  A.M.  at  the  University  Plaza. 

Sunday,  Nov.  29  -  Niagara  Loop.  Leaders:  Mr.  &  Mrs.  John  E.  Bacon  (EM.  5184).  Meet 
at  8:30  A.M.  at  foot  of  Ferry  St. 

PLEASE  MAIL  YOUR  RECORDS  for  each  nonth  not  later  th'^£!’?0t||rdNdyy  °f  the  follon_ 
ing  nonth  to  Mrs.  H.  H.  Axtell,  301  West  Utica  St.,  Buffalo  jd.lt .  . 

EDITOR:  Ray  McCann,  799  Potomac  Ave.,  Buffalo  9,  N.Y.  (EL.  bio;; 

TREASURER:  0yril  T.  Wolfling,  West  Wood  Road,  Box  87,  Alden,  N.Y.  (  ; 
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THE  MONTH 


Septembers  weather  averaged  practically  normal,  the  excessively  hot  first 
four  days  being  balanced  by  the  slightly  subnormal  temperatures  of  most  of  the  rest 
of  the  month*  The  two  rarest  ornithological  finds  occurred  at  the  end  of  the  two 
chief  weather  disturbances.  The  Arctic  Terms  were  discovered  on  Sept.  13,  the 
second  of  two  successive  days  that  produced  the  highest  winds  (S  to  W3W)  of  the 
month;  and  the  Sabine* s  Gull  was  first  seen  on  the  20th,  likewise  the  second  of  two 
successive  days  of  exceptionally  ft  igh  (S  to  SW)  winds,  along  with  heavy  rainfall 
that  furnished  in  24  hours  more  than  half  (1.56  inches)  of  the  month’s  total 
precipitation. 

Apparently  the  joys  of  fall  birding  still  remain  to  be  discovered  by  manyp 
field  reports  for  September  were  turned  in  by  only  10%  of  our  members.  Considering 
this  10 %  whose  names  make  up  the  list  of  observers  of  this  month’s  Noteworthy 
Records,  three  names  appear  more  often  than  all  others  combined.  Although  various 
factors  make  these  disproportions  appear  a  good  deal  worse  in  these  figures  than 
they  actually  are,  it  is  still  obvious  that  relatively  few  of  us  have  yet  learned 
that  fall  birding  has  more  to  offer  the  initiated  in  several  ways  than  does  spring* . 
and  that  what  May  is  to  spring  September  is  to  autumn. 

Harold  H.  Axtell 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


*  indicates  first  report  of  the  year. 
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L  "  last  f1  "  M  M 
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D-cr.  Cormorant 
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Canada  Goose 
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Am.  Brant 

Sept 

it 

.  19F 

27 

2 

Crystal  Beach, Ont. 

Nathan,  Schaffner, 
Emersons , Witebsky, etai 

Gadwall 

2 

ti  it  it 

Beardslee* Axtell, 

Nathan > etal (.BOS  Trip) 

ti 

27F 

2 

Buckhorn, Island  S.P 

.  Brockners 

Am.  Widgeon 

ti 

2  OF 

18 

Delaware  Park 

Schaffner , Nathan , 

it 

21 

10 

Oak  Orchard 

Brockner 

7/ood  Duck 

it 

19 

60 

Buckhorn  Island  S.P 

.  Mitchell 

Am.  Golden-eye 

ii 

24 

75(max) 

tt  tt  ti 

Heilborns 
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Rockhouse  Pt.,0nt. 

Nathan*  Inskip,  Rices 
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Broad-wing.  Hawk 

Trip) 

it 

2  OF 
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Zoar  Valley 

Brockner 
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Erie  Beach, Ont. 

Axtell 
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24L 
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Peregrine  Falcon 
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26F 
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Buckhorn  Island  S.P 

.  Nathan, Ward, 

Schaffner 

Pigeon  Hawk 
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Frenchman* s  Creek, Ont. Nathan, Ward, 
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Seeber 
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Mather  Park, Ont. 

Nathan , Schaffner , 
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(B.O.S.  Trip) 

Baird* s  Sandpiper 
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1,2 

Crystal  Beach, Ont. 
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1 

ii  tt  tt 
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2 
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2, 2, 1,1 
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Schaffner,  Nathan, 
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Red-bkd.  Sandpiper 

ti 
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Brockner 

Dowitcher 

it 
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Tifft  St. 

Rew,  Gamble 

Stilt  Sandpiper 

tt 
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12 
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3 
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it  tt  ti 

Seeber, Nathan , Schaffner 
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Sanderling 

it 

12 
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Squaw  Island 
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Maid-of-Mist  Landing, 
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Crystal  Beach, Ont, 

Beardslee,  Axtell, 
Nathan  et  al(B0S  Trip) 

Ring-b.  Gull 

tt 

26 

1800 (max)  Canadian  Shore  of 
Lake  Erie 

Mitchell,  et  al 

(Aud.  Trip) 
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Little  Gull 

Sept. 

ti 

19 

21,22 

1 

1,2 

Squaw  Island 

Peace  Bridge 

Schaffner, Emerson, Nathan 
Axtell 

- 

1! 

26 

1 

Ft .Erie, Ont. 

Beards lee 

#Sabi*ieis  Gull 

11 

30 

1 

Bird  Island  Pier 

Schaffner 

ft 

20 

l(imms)  Squaw  Island 

Schaffner,  Nathan, 

»» 

22 

1  11 

Bird  Island 

Emerson,  Witebsky 

Axtell 

#Forsterfs  Tern 

II 

12 

3 

Squaw  Island 

Schaffner 

tl 

13 

15 

ii  it 

Schaffner , Nathan, Emerson. 
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13 

Sheridan  Dr.  Ext. 

Witebsky 

1 

DITTO  * 

It 

14 

1 

Bird  Island  Pier 

Axtell 

n 

19 

4 

Squaw  Island 

Schaffner, Ward , Nathan , 

it 

20 

Witebsky 

6 

n  n 

DITTO 

M 

21 

Bird  Island 

Axtell 

tt 

22 

4 

Ft.  Erie,0nt, 

n 

tt 

26 

5 

Squaw  Island 

Schaffner, Ward,  Nathan, 

26 

Witebsky 

II 

1 

Erie  Beach, Ont, 

Beardslee 

II 

27 

1 

ii  it  it 

Beardslee,etal(BOS  Trip) 

II 

30 

5 

Squaw  Island 

Axtell 

1! 

30 

6 

ii  ii 

Schaffner 

tt 

30 

10 

Bird  Island  Pier 

it 

tt 

30 

1 

Fort  Erie, Ont. 

it 

Common  Tern 

It 

13 

3 000 (max)  Squaw  Island 

Schaffner, Nathan, Emerson 

^Arctic  Tern 

Witebsky 

It 

13 

3 

Bird  Island  Pier 

DITTO 

Caspian  Tern 

It 

5 

1 

Rockhoust  Pt.,0nt. 

Seeber, Schaffner, Nathan 

II 

6 

1 

II  1!  II 

Rew,  Gamble 

It 

15 

1 

Bird  Island  Pier 

Seeber 

It 

20L 

1 

Delaware  Park 

Schaffner,  Nathan 

Black  Tern 

II 

19 

5000 (max )  Squaw  I s land 

Schaffner, Nathan,  et  al 

Yellow-fr.  Cuckoo 

It 

30L 

1 

Lewiston 

Klabundes 

It 

30L 

1 

Gainesville 

Mrs,  E.V.  Smith 

Chimney  Swift 

tl 

26l 

1 

Near  Black  Creek, Ont 

.  Schaffner 

Hummingbird 

It 

27L 

1 

Cresent  Beach, Ont. 

Beardslee,  et  al 

Yellow-b,  Sapsucker 

If 

2  OF 

1 

Lewiston 

Klabundes 

Kingbird 

II 

19L 

1 

Buckhorn  Island  S.P. 

Mitchell,  Heilborns 

Crested  Flycatcher 

II 

12L 

1 

Erie  Beach, Ont. 

Nathan,  Inskip,  Rices 

Yellow-b.  Flycatcher11 

SOL 

3 

Delaware  Park 

Schaffner,  Nathan 

Least  Flycatcher 

II 

23 

1 

Erie  Beach, Ont. 

Axtell 

Wood  Pewee 

11 

26 

2 

Morgan  Pt.,0nt. 

Mitchell, etal(Aud. Trip) 

II 

27 

3 

Canadian  Shore  of 

Lake  Erie 

Beardslee, etal (BOS  Trip) 

Bank  Swallow 

tt 

12L 

2 

Old  Ft.  Erie^Ont. 

Schaffner 

Barn  Swallow 

II 

15L 

1 

Gainesville 

Mrs.  E.V.  Smith 

Purple  Martin 

tt 

19L 

30 

Canadian  Shore  of 

Lake  Erie 

Nathan,  Emersons,  et  al 

Red-br.  Nuthatch 

It 

17F 

2 

Erie  Beach, Ont. 

Axtell 

Winter  Wren 

It 

15F 

1 

tt  it  n 

ii 

Carolina  Wren 

II 

2,30 

1,1 

Lewiston 

Klabundes 

Wood  Thrush 

II 

19L 

1 

B.O.S.  Refuge 

Mitchell 

Olive-b.  Thrush 

11 

IF 

1 

Lewiston 

Klabundes 

11 

20 

50fmax)  Delaware  Pk.  & 

Forest  Lawn  Cemetery 

Schaffner,  Nathan 

Hermit  Thrush 

It 

22F 

1 

Erie  Beach, Ont. 

Axtell 

Gray-ch.  Thrush 

It 

15F 

1 

Erie  Beach, Ont. 

it 

II 

20 

4 

Delaware  Park 

Schaffner,  Nathan 

II 

22,23 

2,2 

Erie  Beach, Ont. 

Axtell 
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Gray-ch. Thrush 

Sept 

.  22 

1 

Berkley  Pl.Bflo. 

(caught  in  banding  trap)  Fisk 

Veery 

tl 

27 

1 

Erie  Beach, Ont. 

Thorpe 

ft 

7 

1 

Waver ly  Beach, Ont. 

Axtell 

If 

13L 

1 

Delaware  Park 

Witebsky, Nathan, Schaffner 

B 1 . -gr .Gnat cat cher 

ft 

12L 

1 

11  ti 

Schaffner 

Golden-cr .Kinglet 

If 

2  OF 

1 

it  11 

Schaffner,  Nathan 

1! 

22 

6 

Erie  Beach, Ont. 

Axtell 

Ruby-cr.  Kinglet 

If 

11F 

1 

Lewiston 

Klabundes 

It 

17 

1 

Erie  Beach, Ont. 

Axtell 

Migrant  Shrike 

ft 

5 

1 

Rockhouse  Pt.,0nt. 

Seeber, Nathan, Schaffner 

Yellow- th.  Vireo 

If 

13 

1 

Delaware  Park 

Witebsky, Nathan , Schaffner 

I! 

20L 

1 

Lewiston 

Klabundes 

Philadelphia  Vireo 

ft 

17F 

3 

Erie  Beach, Ont. 

Axtell 

ft 

19 

1 

it  tt  ti 

tt 

tl 

20 

1 

Delaware  Park 

Nathan,  Schaffner 

ft 

22 

Z 

Erie  Beach, Ont, 

Axtell 

It 

26 

1 

Cresent  Beach, Ont. 

Nathan , Emer s  ons , Schaffner 

Golden-w.  Warbler 

ft 

20 

1 

Forest  Lawn  Cemetery  Nathan,  Schaffner 

It 

27L 

1 

Cresent  Beach, Ont. 

Beards lee,  Axtell, Nathan, 
et  al  (B.O.S.  Trip) 

Tenessee  Warbler 

tl 

5F 

1 

Rockhouse  pt,,0nt. 

Seeber,  Nathan, Schaffner 

Parula  Warbler 

ft 

11F 

1 

Lewiston 

Klabundes 

tt 

26 

1 

Morgan’s  Pt.,0nt. 

Mitchell , etal ( Aud  .Trip ) 

ft 

27 

1 

tt  tt  ii 

Beardslee, etal (BOS  Trip) 

ft 

30 

2 

Erie  Beach, Ont. 

Schaffner 

yellow  Warbler 

It 

12L 

1 

Old  Ft.  Erie, Ont. 

it 

Myrtle  Warbler 

If 

17F 

10 

Erie  Beach, Ont. 

Axtell 

Black-poll  Warbler 

tt 

12F 

Dunnville,  Ont. 

Nathan,  Inskip,  Rices 

W.  Palm  Warbler 

tl 

12F 

1 

Old  Ft.  Erie, Ont. 

Schaffner 

Hooded  Warbler 

If 

15L 

1 

Erie  Beach, Ont. 

Axtell 

Baltimore  Oriole 

II 

7 

1 

Waver ly  Beach, Ont. 

Axtells 

Rusty  Blackbird 

II 

22F 

1 

Erie  Beach, Ont. 

Axtell 

II 

30 

1 

tt  11  tt 

Schaffner 

Scarlet  Tanager 

II 

27L 

1 

Morgan’s  Pt.,0nt. 

Beards lee, etal (BOS  Trip) 

Rose-br.  Grosbeak 

It 

2QL 

1 

Lewiston 

Klabundes 

Indigo  Bunting 

It 

12L 

1 

Dunnville, Ont. 

Nathan,  Inskip,  Rices 

Slate-col.  Junco 

tt 

17 

2 

Erie  Beach, Ont. 

Axtell 

tt 

23 

1 

Rose  Hill,  Ont.  Fisk 

(caught  in  banding  trap) 

Wh.-cr.  Sparrow 

It 

25F 

2 

Water  Valle# 

Avery 

Wh.-th.  Sparrow 

tt 

15F 

1 

Erie  Beach, Ont. 

Axtell 

Lincoln’s  Sparrow 

tt 

26f 

1 

Cresent  Beach, Ont. 

Nathan,  Emer sons, Schaffner 

Previously  reported 
Additions 

Total  to  date 

for 

the 

year 

24 s 

5 

253 

OUR  CARDINALS  1953 

1953  turned  out  to  be  the  critical  year  in  Papa  Cardinal* s  life  after  he  had 
stayed  with  us  continuously  for  seven  and  a  half  years.  Thus,  this  is  the  last  of 
eight  yearly  installments  in  The  Prothonotary,  about  his  adventures  around  our  home# 
Some  of  this  year’s  rather  interesting  observations  are  novel;  others  confirm  pre¬ 
vious  years’#  We  only  wish  we  had  had  time  to  do  more  thorough  studies  of  his  life’s 
many "details 'and  his  family  behaviors  -  it  would  have  made  a  fascinating  record.  His 
.i tl  was  the  same  as  the  previous  four  years;  she  arrived  on  the  scene  in  the  fall  of 
1948.  Their  marital  adventures  of  this  year  began  late  in  January  and  here  are  our 

records.  (72) 
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On  January  26  he  whistled  for  the  first  time  this  ” spring”  at  7:20  A.M.  on  this 
clear,  cold  WqF),  white  and  beautiful  winter  morning,  before  his  breakfast  and 
about  15  minutes  before  sunrise.  He  was  heard  again  after  lunch.,  Mv  notes  also 
state  that  his  sight  appears  poorer  than  hers  and  loss  good  than  in  his  younger 
d§rys,  and  I  had  the  same  impressions  in  the  spring  and  early  summer  while  watching 
him  searching  for  insects  among  the  leaves  on  the  ground;  he  seemed  slow  and  less 
alert,  and  he  could  be  approached  quite  close,  altho  this  may  have  been  partly  his 
natural  tameness.  \7e  heard  him  whistle  again  the  next  morning  (8:30)  and  very 
softly  on  the  28th  but  not  thereafter  for  ten  days,  February  1  came  with  deep 
fresh  snow  and  a  clear  cold  sky  (15°F  at  noon)  when  Mrs..  Tryon  at  lunchtime  observ¬ 
ed  the  female  studying  all  the  possible  crotches  in  the  birds’  beloved  nesting 
juniper  by  her  window.  This  was  reposted  on  the  next  two  days,  and  on  February  6 
both  birds  studied  the  bush  carefully.  On  the  4th  I  wrote:  "The  two  birds  seem  to 
stick  more  together  lately,  particularly  at  evening  meals  and  when  looking  for  night 
quarters.”  On  February  7  the  female  for  several  minutes  inspected  the  yew  bushes 
at  our  front  door  while  the  mate  kept  her  company  on  top  of  the  bushes  with  apparent 
interest  following  her  doings.  From  now  on  he  was  often  heard  giving  an  occasional 
whistling,  both  around  12  to  2  p.m.  and  in  the  early  morning  even  before  the  street 
lights  were  out.  On  the  14th  they  were  again  busy  studying  the  shrubbery  for  nest¬ 
ing  sites.  On  March  1st  in  the  morning  (15°F)  she  performed  another  study  of  some 
small  dense  hemlocks  next  to  our  den  window  and  later  I  found  him  sweetly  whistling 
for  her  in  a  tall  juniper  where  they  had  a  nest  in  1949  and  he  and  his  first  wife 
nested  in  1947,  They  were  both  back  in  the  hemlocks  in  the  afternoon.  Naturally 
our  hopes  were  high  that  they  might  nest  close  to  our  house.  Both  the  hemlocks  and 
the  yews  were  on  the  east  side  of  our  house. 


My  notes  frequently  refer  to  their  behavior  on  our  feeding  tray  at  our  back 
porch.  If  empty,  one  or  the  other  would  linger  close,  chipping  loudly,  and  upon 
one  of  us  pouring  seeds  on  the  tray,  while  whistljng,  they  would  come  down  quickly 
when  we  would  be  only  a  few  feet  away  and  before  we  even  closed  the  door  behind  us. 
When  hungry  they  were  indeed  tame .  On  some  occasions  we  had  rather  distinct  im¬ 
pressions  that  our  whistling  called  their  attention  to  the  availability  of  food,  but 
at  other  times  they  did  not  respond  in  the  same  manner.  Many  times  they  saw  -  or 
heard  -  us  pour  on  the  seeds  and  came  down  as  fast  as  they  dared  to.  Even  thru 
February,  about  half  the  time  the  female  was  too  timid  to  eat  in  his  presence  but 
either  waited  on  the  ground  or  in  a  bush  for  him  to  finish,  or  she  flew  away  when 
he  came.  Just  what  determined  whether  they  would  eat  together  or  not  we  were  unable 
to  tell.  He  never  attempted  to  chase  her  away. 


I  mentioned  in  last  year’s  story  that  we  had  been  unable  to  find  at  least  one, 
possible  two,  nests  of  the  late  summer.  One  was  n ow  found  in  a  denuded,  very  dense 
and  thorny,  climbing  rose  bush  8  feet  up  against  the  east  side  of  a  building, 
was  still  in  fairly  good  shape  and  was  dated  1952  thru  a  piece  of  paper  woven  into 

it the  top  part  of  a  letter  to  the  owner  of  the  house.  The  location  was  about 

150  feet  east  of  our  feeding  tray  of  our  old  home,  from  which  we  moved  in  July  1952; 
the  only  nest  east  of  our  old  location.  Another  interrupted  nest  building  from  1952 
was  found  in  a  rose  arbor  at  our  new  home,  500  feet  northwest  from  the  old  house. 
Among  all  the  completed  and  uncompleted  nests  found  by  us  thru  these  8  years  -- 
altogether  26  —  and  belonging  to  this  male  (the  only  male  ever  around  this  particu¬ 
lar  territory)  15  were  located  close  to  building  walls  and  out  of  these  12  were  on 
the  east  side,  one  southeast,  and  two  to  the  west,  both  in  the  same  tall  juniper. 

All  nests  by  the  third  wife  were  well  built  and  contained  much  paper,  incontrast  to 

the  nest  of  1948  by  his  second  wife. 


Arvril  15  ”17  e  know  they  have  a  nest  quite  nearby  but  we  have  not  yet  found  it. 

This  SsTfromhis  singing  from  the  tree  tops  and  from  their  behavior  ^  the  tray. 
She  hurries  with  her  eating  and  he  follows  her  around  and  oooastodUy 
Thcv  do  not  linger  around  in  a  leisurely  manner.”  On  the  17th  I  set  out  to  fin 
by  aiming  for  the'  center  of  a  300  feet  diameter  circle  of  tall  trees  from  tte  tops 
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of  which  he  had  recently  been  singing.  After  much  searching  thru  every  possible 
evergreen  and  other  protected  place  (they  never  so  far  built  the  first  nevrb  of  the 
spring  in  a  deciduous  bush  without  leaves),  I  finally  found  it  8  feet  from  the 
ground  in  a  thorny,  climbing  rose  bush  without  any  protection  of  leaves  against  the 
east  side  of  a  neighbor’s  garage  wall.  The  location  was  only  some  100  feet  north 
of  our  new  home  in  a  district  they  never  built  in  before,  altho  it  was  still  in 
their  territory;  hence  we  were  pleased  how  they  had  followed  us  when  we  moved.  It 
appears  thruout  these  years  that  the  nest  building  territory  has  been  within  a  H.000 
feet  diameter  circle,  which  circle  also  included  the  two  feeding  trays.  Judging 
from  ours  and  neighbors’  sight  and  song  records,  their  general  feeding  territory  has 
been  about  1500  feet  wide  and  l/2  mile  long  along  Cayuga  Creek  with  its  relatively 
dense  vegetation. 


They  deserted  the  nest  on  the  18th  for  unknown  reasons  and  the  following  day 
I  measured  the  egg  — 0.96  x  0.72”.  At  noon  of  April  18th  they  started  hurriedly 
to  build  a  new  nest,  again  in  the  juniper  by  Tryon’s  front  door  (the  fourth  nest  in 
this  bush.)  We  watched  it  all  thru  the  window.  She  worked  hard  at  it  all  after¬ 
noon,  bringing  sticks  and  twigs  every  5  to  15  minutes  and  slowly  forming  the  large 
foundation  for  the  new  nest  by  evening.  The  mate’s  only  participating  was  to  be 
forever  present,  watching  and  whistling,  often  from  inside  the  bush.  Several  times 
he  was  in  her  way  when  she  arrived  with  sticks  and  she  had  to  elbow  herself  in  and 
gradually  push  him  away  until  he  moved  or  flew  out.  The  next  afternoon  she  con¬ 
tinued  her  work,  but  accomplished  nothing  or  very  little  during  the  morning  hours. 

He  fed  her  sunflower  seed  at  the  tray.  Some  building  continued  on  the  20th  and  the 
nest  looked  completed  on  the  morning  of  the  21st.  No  egg  yet  at  6  p.m.  of  the  24th 
but  2  eggs  at  4  p.m.  of  the  26th.  That  morning  at  6  o’clock  there  was  a  very  noisy 
battle  in  the  bush  between  the  female  and  two  Grackles,  and  Mr.  Tryon  hurriedly  got 
up  and  chased  away  the  intruders.  She  was  setting  all  that  day  and  the  next  day. 

The  nest  was  deserted  on  the  28th,  and  the  next  day  both  birds  were  feeding  on  the 
ground  around  the  house  enjoying  their  leisure.  The  nest  was  intact  and  the  eggs 
measured  0.99  x  0.71”  and  1.00  x  9*71”;  thus  they  were  not  Cowhird  eggs.  Either  the 
female  was  discouraged  by  prolonged  cold  and  rainy  weather  or  she  had  been  disturbed; 
probably  the  latter  was  the  case.  A  Robin  had  a  nest  in  a  vine  under  the  eaves  only 
about  12  feet  away,  and  three  days  later  this  Robin  was  seen  viciously  chasing  away 
a  female  Rose-breasted  Grosbeak,  who  happened  to  visit  the  juniper.  The  two  eggs 
were  given  to  the  museum;  one  had  smaller  spots  than  the  other  and  these  were  more 
concentraded  towards  the  thick  end  of  the  egg  but  not  enough  so  to  make  a  large 
dark  spot.  These  observations,  together  with  those  of  earlier  years,  show  how  the 
same  female  can  lay  quite  different  eggs  with  respect  to  size,  shape,  and  coloration. 


May  3.  "He  is  whistling  a  lot  again,  particularly  today."  On  May  6  they. care¬ 
fully  inspected  and  studied  many  of  the  bushes.  The  male  was  particularly  active  in 
this  way;  he  even  studied  the  recently  deserted  juniper  and  laid  down  in  the  empty 
nest  for  a  few  short  moments  as  observed  by  Mrs.  Tryon.  May  17.  "She  is  sitting  on 


eggs  lately  $nd  comes  and  goes  hurriedly  to  the  feeding  tray  where  he  helps  her 
crack  the  seeds.  His  whistling  has  dropped  off  considerably  lately/"  I  set  out  to 
find  the  nest  from  their  flight  pattern  and  gradually  narrowed  down  the  search  to 
near  the  locality  of  last  year’s  last  nest.  The  male  helped  me  by  his  very  soft, 
whistling  (of  comfort  or  of  danger?)  when  I  was  near;  nevertheless  I  had  a  h^.rd  job 
finding  it  altho  I  was  very  close  to  it  several  times,  including  inspections  of  the 
dense  rose  bush.  The  male  never  got  excited  at  my  close  presence,  I  finally 
discovered  the  female’s  tail  sticking  out  three  feet  from  my  head  from  atop  last 
year’s  nest,  used  as  foundation  for  the  new  nest.  This  was  most  unexpected  and 
explains  my  difficulty  in  finding  it.  The  mirror  showed  two  eggs  upon  inspection 
two  days  later.  She  was  on  the  nest  for  a  few  more  days,  and  about  the  25th  to  26th 
it  was  reported  that  the  parents  flew  in  and  out,  apparently  feeding  their  youngs¬ 
ters.  The  female  was  then  also  less  hurried  at  our  tray.  On  the  21st. my  notes 
state  that  the  male  recently  was  looking  for  night  quarters  and  sang  his  evening 
song  near  our  house,  some  600  feet  from  the  female  on  the  nest.  I  inspected  t  e 
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nest  on  June  1st  and  found  it  empty  with  no  trace  of  eggs  or  youngsters  cn  the 
ground.  Both  parents  were  around  the  next  week,  but  we  never  say  any  youngsters 

from  this  nesting. 

By  June  15  we  had  not  seen  the  male  for  at  least  a  week  altho  the  female  was 
around  for  her  handouts  regularly  a  few  times  a  day.  He  never  showed  up  again,  and 
we  suspected  that  one  of  the  many  cats  finally  gou  the  old  fellow.  With  constant 
” companionship”  for  7-g-  years  both  we  and  Try  on. 3  felt  the  loss  of  our  beautiful  half- 
tame  friend.  The  female  stayed  with  us,  occasionally  giving  her  soft  whistling  as 
if  calling  for  a  mate.  We  heard  a  strong  sharp  (male?)  whistling  early  in  the 
morning  of  June  27  (before  we  left  for  a  9  days*  vacation)  and  again  on  July  8  but 
not  thereafter,  Mrs.  Tryon  reported  the  same  experience  a  few  times  during  our 
absence,  and  on  July  3rd  she  clearly  saw  a  shy  male  with  raised  crest  pay  a  quick 
visit  to  their  seed  tray.  The  female  was  still  around  on  the  13th  but  disappeared 
soon  thereafter,  possibly  coaxed  away  by  the  new  male.  No  Cardinal  has  been  seen 
or  heard  the  following  two  months,  and  this  is  the  end  of  a  long,  fascinating  bird- 
friendship,  full  of  new  and  different  adventures  each  year, 

September  15,  1953  -  Axel  Heilborn 


PYMATUNING  FIELD  TRIP  -  SEPTEMBER  12-13,  1953 

Six  hardy  souls  left  Buffalo  early  on  the  rainy  and  forboding  Saturday  morning 
of  September  12th,  for  Pyma tuning.  The  rain  persisted  all  the  way  to  Dunkirk,  so 
no  stops  wdre  made  at  favorite  spots  until  we  reached  that  city.  After  the  regular 
coffee  stop,  we  forged  on  straight  through  to  Erie,  Pennsylvania.  Our  usual  stop 
in  back  of  the  Soldiers  Home  did  not  turn  up  any  rarities,  so  we  continued  on  out 
to  Presque  Isle. 


Our  first  stop  there  was  highlighted  by  the  sighting  of  a  beautiful  fall 
plumaged  Connecticut  Warbler,  There  too,  we  were  joined  by  other  birders,  including 
the  Sundells  and  a  guest.  We  left  this  spot  after  lunch  and  drove  on  further  on  the 
peninsula. 


As  we  were  cruising  along,  we  suddenly  noted  birds  fliting  across  the  highway. 
Naturally,  we  stopped.  It  was  wonderful*  We  ran  smack  into  a  remarkable  flight  of 
warblers.  All  of  us  were  enthralled  by  this  fascinating  migration.  Warblers 
virtually  dripped  from  the  &rees  I  Fourteen  species  of  warblers  came  through  our 
midst.  With  this  remarkable  flight,  a  family  of  Tufted  Titmice  followed  us  around. 
Finally  rain  returned  in  a  determined  fashion  and  fofced  us  to  $ove  on.  The  rain 
persisted  throughout  the  nest  of  the  day,  so  we  pushed  on.  By  now,  the  weather  was 
getting  ”rougher” .  High  waves  were  lapping  at  the  highway.  Reluctantly , ^ we  con¬ 
tinued  on,  off  Presque  Isle  and  straight  through  to  Pymatuning  and  Linesville. 


Personal  details  and  supper  disposed  of,  we  went  over  to  the  church  for  our 
regular  Saturday  night  program.  Before  leaving  Traveler&s  Inn,  I  received  a  long¬ 
distance  phone  call  from  the  Sundells  and  their  guest,  Miss  Kimball.  They  were 
marooned  on  Presque  Isle  for  the  night  J  Storm  waters  across  the  highway  blocked 
passageway,  so  they  had  to  stay  at  the  Coast  Guard  Station  for  the  night.  Our  group 
was  apparently  the  last  to  leave  the  peninsula. 


The  program  on  Saturday  night  was  a  talk  given  by  Mr.  N.R.  Casillo  of  New 
Castle,  Pennsylvania.  Mr.  Casillo,  is  the  naturalist-lecturer  at  the  Pymtuning 
Museum  Needless  to  say,  for  those  who  were  privileged  to  hear  his  wonderful  talk, 
we" really  hit  the  jack-pot.  Mr.  Casillo  delivered  what  many  of  us  considered  as  one 
of  the  finest  lectures  on  conservation  we  ever  heard.  Ke  are  truly  indebted  to 
Mr.  Casillo  for  his  excellent  lecture. 
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Early  Sunday  found  the  group  heading  for  the  railroad  tracks  after  first 
having  coffee  and  doughnuts.  It  was  raining  though,  almost  on  the  verge  of  being 
miserable,  be  trekked  along  the  ties,  till  we  arrived  where  the  first  railroad 
bridge  should  haVe  been.  It  has  been  removed.  So  we  doubled  back,  entered  ou£ 
cars  and  took  a  lane  east  of  town  that  led  us  down  to  the  tracks  again0  Nothing 
unusual  was  turned  up  on  this  jaunt,  so  we  returned  to  the  Traveler's  Inn  for  a 
welcome  breakfast. 


after  breakfast,  we  visited  the  Museum  first,  because  it  was  still  raining. 
Finishing  there,  we  drove  across  the  causeway  toward  Andover,  Ohio.  The  usual  run 
of  shorebirds  was  on  the  mud  flats  plus  an  American  Egret,  From  here  we  headed  to 
Blair’s  Bridge  and  Hartstown,  By  then  the  morning  was  consumed.  Reluctantly  we 
broke  up  and  headed  in  our  various  directions. 

The  Buffalo  delegation  returned  via  Erie  and  Presque  Isle.  The  water  was  still 
very  high,  and  we  were  not  allowed  to  go  out  onto  the  point. 

Almost  up  to  the  Pennsylvania  boundary,  a  beautiful  Bald  Eagle  was  spotted  with 
it’s  prey  dangling  from  it’s  talons.  The  victim  looked  very  much  like  a  snake. 

In  spite  of  the  inclement  weather,  and  even  though  we  did  not  find  any  unusual 
birds,  a  good  time  was  had  by  all.  The  Camaraderie  and  new  friends  and  old  friends 
more  than  repaid  us  for  our  efforts. 


The  spring  gathering  will  be  held  the  week-end  of  May  15-16 th,  1954.  See  you 
there  J 


Winston  William  Brockner 


CANADIAN  SHORE  OF  LAKE  ERIE  FIELD  TRIP  -  SEPTEMBER  27,  1953 

Of  all  the  times  and  places  for  a  field  trip,  one  of  my  favorites  has  been,  for 
many  years,  the  Canadian  shore  of  Lake  Erie  in  late  September.  I  have  never  been 
disappointed  by  the  fall  migration  of  warblers  and  shorebirds  on  these  trips,  and 
it  was  with  great  eagerness  that  I  looked  forward  to  our  September  27  trip  along  the 
shore.  Twenty-four  of  us,  including  three  congenial  guests  from  Thorold,  Ontario, 
started  westward  from  the  Peace  Bridge.  At  the  end  of  the  day  we  had  the  amazing 
total  of  ninety  species,  and  all  of  us  were  agreed  that  the  day  had  been  a  stand-out 
in  every  way,  —  the  company,  the  day,  and  the  birds.  We  fourid  twelve  species  of 
shorebirds,  most  of  them  on  old  reliable  Rockhouse  Point;  and  twenty  species  of 
warblers,  most  of  them  in  a  marvelous  concentration  at  Rose’s  Point.  The  two  most 
noteworthy  species  were  found  at  Crystal  Beach,  and  within  two  hundred  feet  of  each 
other,  —  a  Northern  Phalarope  and  two  American  Brant.  For  many  the  phalarope  was  a 
new  life  bird,  and  to  be  able  to  examine  it  at  fifteen  feet,  in  perfect  light,  for 
as  long  as  one  wished,  was  indeed  a  treat.  Other  good  records  included  Least 
Bittern,  Golden  Plover  (added  by  the  Cumniskeys  and  Thorpe),  Knot,  Forster’s  Tern 
.{clearly  seen  by  all  at  Erie  Beach),  Hummingbird  and  Golden-winged  Warbler. 

* 

C.  S.  Beardslee 


PROGRAM  -  Meetings 

. - 

Regular  meetings  are  in  the  Humboldt  Room  of  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  at  BjOO 
P.M.  on  Wednesday, 

November  11th  -  ’’Gull  Banding  in  Eastern  Lake  Ontario”  -  slides  and  short  film  - 

Speaker:  Allan  Klonick  -  Genesee  Ornithological  Society.  Report  of 
the  Fall  Duck  Census  -  Mary  Louise  Emerson  and  Ellen  J.  Windsor, 
December  9th  -  ’’Coloration  of  Bints”  -  Speaker:  Fred  T.  Hall.  Plans  for  Christmas 

Census  -  Leader:  Mrs.  Charles  U/  Avery  (EM. 5112),  South  Hill  Rd..  . 
R.D.  H,  Hamburg,  New  York.  u  } 
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PROGRAM  -  Field  Trips 


Sunday,  Nov, 
Sunday,  Nov, 
Sunday,  Nov, 
Sunday,  Dec, 
Friday,  Jan, 


1  -  Orleans  County  and  Lake  Ontario  Shore.  Leader:  Frederick 

Vanderbles  (Cl,  0975),  Meet  at  7:45  A.M,  at  the  University  Plaza, 
15  -  Scottsvill©  Area  to  see  Red-bellied  Y/oodpecker,  Leader:  Fred 
Hall  (WI,  0916).  Meet  at  7:30  A.M,  at  the  University  Plaza, 

28  -  Niagara  Loop.  Leaders:  Mr.  &  Mrs.  John  E.  Bacon  (EM,  5184).  Meet 
at  8:30  A,M,  at  foot  of  Ferry  St. 

13  -  Niagara  Falls  Gorge  to  Wilson.  Leader:  Gertrude  G.  Webster 
(PA„  7768),  Meet  at  9:00  A.M.  at  Delaware  and  Hertel. 

1  -  Christmas  Census.  Leader:  Mrs,  Charles  V/.  Avery  (EM.  5112),  South 
Hill  Rd,,  R.D.  #4,  Hamburg,  New  York, 


OFFICERS  AND  COUNCIL 


The  following  officers  were  elected  at  the  Society fs  October  14th  meeting: 
Honorary  President  James  Savage 

President  Walter  Klabunde 

Vice-President  Mrs.  E.C.  Ulrich 

Treasurer  Harold  Rice 

Recording  Secretary  Eugenia  Praemassing 

Corresponding  Secretary  Mary  Louise  Emerson 

Librarian  Marie  Yaendling 

Statisticians  Harold  Axtell  and  Bernard  Nathan 


The  members  of  the  Council  and  their  terms  of  office  are: 


1951  -  1954 
Clark  Beardslee 
Dr.  Karl  Eschelman 
Marie  Wendling 


1952  -  1955 
Harold  Axtell 
Windton  Brockner 
Mrs.  J.  A.  Creighton 


1953  -  1956 
Mrs.  J.E.  Bacon 
Kathryn  Praemassing 
Edward  Ulrich 


At  its  October  17th  meeting  the  Council  elected  Clark  Beardslee  Chairman  and 
Edward  Ulrich  Secretary  of  the  Council. 


JUNIOR  STATISTICIAN 

Art  Schaffner  has  been  appointed  Junior  Statistician.  Please  mail  your  records 
for  each  month  not  later  than  the  third  day  of  the  following  month  to  Art  Schaffner, 
170  Laurel  Streep,  Buffalo  8,  New  York 

EDITOR:  Ray  McCann,  799  Potomac  Avenue,  Buffalo  9,  New  York 
TREASURER:  Harold  Rice,  16  West  Park  Road,  Grand  Island,  New  York 


DISTRIBUTION  MANAGER 

Mrs.  W.  R.  McCann  has  been  appointed  Distribution  Manager  of  the  Prothonotary. 
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Published  Monthly  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society ♦Inc, 

Buffalo »  New  York 


THE  MONTH 

The  finest  of  autumn  weather  prevailed  this  month.  Only  one  October  on  record 
has  been  drier  than  the  present  one  with  its  0.32  of  an  inch  of  precipitation*  Its 
pleasant  warmth,  3,1  degrees  above  normal,  endouraged  birds  of  many  species  to  post¬ 
pone  their  southward  departure  beyond  their  usual  time,  and  a  few  birds  that  showed 
evidence  of  injuries  to  explain  their  late  stay  were  enabled  by  the  gentle  weather 
to  survive  to  later  dates  than  might  normally  have  been  possible.  In  view  of  these 
conditions  it  is  an  unexplained  anomaly  that  Gray  Shrikes,  Tree  Sparrows,  and  Snow 
Buntings  arrived  in  numbers  from  the  far  North  unusually  early  and  that  Arctic 
Woodpeckers  have  appeared  in  our  area  for  the  first  time  in  years.  The  early  Shrike 
flight  in  particular  is  unprecedented,  though  unfortunately  the  information  pub¬ 
lished  herewith  is  not  adequately  representative  of  the  number  of  known  observations. 
By  far  the  most  exciting  discoveries  were  the  Leccntefs  and  Sharp-tailed  Sparrows  at 
Dunnville  Marsh. 

Harold  H.  Axtell 


^indicates  first  report  of  year 
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Peregrine  Falcon  Oct.  17L 

1 

Erie  Beach, Ont. 

Virginia  Rail 

’’  20 

4- 

DunnVille  Marsh, Ont, 

"  25L 

2  . 

h  it  «» 

Coot 

*»  10F 

12 

Buckhorn  Is,  S.P, 

Ringed  Plover 

3 

3 

Shore  Acres 

**  6,7 

1,2 

Rose  Hill, Ont, 

**  10L 
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Squaw  Island 

Golden  Plover 

’’  10 

1 

Ransom  Rd, 

»»  24 

7 

ii  ti 

"  24 
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Grand  Island 

Black -be 11. PI over 

»»  22 

24 (max)  Jaeger  Rocks, Ont. 

Ruddy  Turnstone 
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Ft.  Erie, Ont. 
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Squaw  Island 
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Spotted  Sandpiper 
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# Franklin* s  Gull 
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Morgan  Pt,,0nt, 
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»  2 

16(inax)  •  Delaware  Park 

«  3L 

-  5 
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Red-headed  Wdpkr. 
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^Arctic  Woodpecker 
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1,1 

S.  Hill  Rd.,Hmbrg. 
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Long-b.  Marsh  Wren 

f*  20 

4 

Dunnville  Marsh, Ont, 

« 

«»  25L 
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Brown  Thrasher 

tt  10 
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Rockhouse  Pt.,0nt. 
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»f  7 

1 

Delaware  Park 
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'»  10L 

1  . 
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Dunnville  Marsh, Ont. 
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Solitary  Vireo 
Red-eyed  Vireo 
Warbling  Vireo 
©range-or. Warbler 
Magnolia  Warbler 
Cape  May  Warbler 
Bl.-thr.  Bl.  Warbler 


Oct.  5 
"  20L 

»  8 
"  12L 
"  25L 

n  8p 

»  17L 
3 

24L 
3 

"  11L 

•i  17 


1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 


Allegany  St.  Pk. 
Ft.  Erie, Ont. 
Lewiston 
Allegany  St.  Pk. 
Rockhouse  Pt.,0nt. 

Erie  Beach ,0nt. 

it  it  tr 

Allegany  St.  Pk. 
Waver ly  Beach, Ont. 
Allegany  St.  Pk. 

it  It  ft 


rpe 


Brockner 
Axtell 
Klabundes 
Thorpe 

Axtells , Nathan, Tho 
S  chaf  frier , Rices,  Maxwell , 
Axtell 
Axtells 

Tulinoffs,  McCanns 
Axtells 

Tulinoffs,  MDCanns 
Thorpe 
Fisk 


it 

19L 

3 

it  it  n 

tt 

Bl • -thr .Gr .Warbler 

it 

10L 

1 

Allegany  St.  Pk. 

Tulinoffs,  McCanns 

Black-poll .Warbler 

it 

10L 

1 

Bird  Island 

Mitchell 

W.  Palm  Warbler 

ii 

10 

1 

ii  it 

ii 

Redstart 

t» 

19L 

1 

Rose  Hill, Ont. 

Fisk 

Bobolink 

it 

20 

1 

Dunnville  Harsh, Ont 

.  Axtell 

Pine  Siskin 

ii 

25L 

1 

tt  tt  tt 

Ax  tells , Nathan, Rices , 
Maxwell, Thorpe 

"10-11F 

6,2 

Allegany  St.Pk. 

Tulinoffs,  McCanns 

Eastern  Towhee 

it 

25 

1 

Rockhouse  Pt.,0nt. 

Axtells , Nathan, 
Schaffner, Rices, 
Maxwell,  Thorpe 

it 

14-2% 

1 

Lewiston 

Klabundes 

tt 

29L 

1 

S.  Hill  Rd.,Hmbrg. 

Averys 

Savannah  Sparrow 

ii 

18 

4 

Gainesville 

Mrs.  E.V.  Smith 

it 

19,20 

2,2 

Rose  Hill, Ont. 

Fisk 

it 

23L 

1 

ii  n  tt 

tt 

*Leconte!s  Sparrow 

it 

20 

1 

Dunnville  Marsh, Ont. 

Axtell 

Sharp-tailed  Sparrow 

tl 

25 

1 

ti  it  it 

Axtells , Nathan, Rices , 
Schaffner , Maxwell , Thorpe 

Tree  Sparrow 

If 

18 

20 

Gainesville 

Mrs.  E.V.  Smith 

Chipping  Sparrow 

tf 

10 

75  (max 

) Allegany  St.  Pk, 

Tulinoffs , McCanns 

Wh.-cr.  Sparrow 

II 

25L 

1 

Wamnfleet,0nt. 

Axtells , Nathan, 

Thorpe  et  al 

Wh-th ,  Sparrow 

It 

5 

200-300  Rose  Hill, Ont. 

Fisk 

Fox  Sparrow 

tf 

2F 

1 

Delaware  Park 

Axtells 

It 

3 

1 

Allegany  St.  Pk, 

Tulinoffs,  McCanns 

Snow  Bunting 

tt 

2 

7 

Erie  Beach, Ont. 

Axtell 

II 

25 

60 

Wainfle&t, Morgan  Pt. 

,0nt.  Axtell  et  al 

Previously  reported  for  the  year  ------- 

Additions  (including  Sharp-tailed  Sparrow  from- 

Fall  Duck  Census) 


-253 

5 


Total  to  date 


258 


FALL  DUCK  CENSUS 


The  nineteenth  annual  Fall  Duck  Census  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society 
was  an  Sunday,  October  18,  1953.  Twenty-seven  territories  were  covered  by  a  hundred 
and  one  observers.  The  Rochester  observers  went  twelve  miles  out  on  Lake  Ontario 
and  covered  Braddock»s  Bay  and  Irondiquoit  Bay;  this  cruise  considerably  increased 

the  duck  count. 
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The  day  was  beautiful,  clear,  sunny,  and  hot.  Lake  Erie  and  Niagara  Rivdr  were 
like  “glass”.  There  was  a  maximum  temperature  cf  80  degrees,  a  minimum  of  49,  a 
mean  of  65,  while  the  normal  was  51.  The  vdnd  was  six  miles  per  hour. 

2  total  of  121  species  were  seen  representing  over  60,000  individual  birds, 

Over  10,000  birds  were  unidentified  making  a  grand  total  of  over  70,000.  These 
figures  are  low  in  comparison  with  the  figures  for  previous  fall  censuses.  The  low 
count  doubtless  was  due  to  the  warm  weather  in  October  before  the  18th  and  to  the 
hunting  season  which  opened  on  the  17th.  Twenty-three  species  of  ducks  were  seen. 
Lesser  Scaup  were  highest  in  number.  There  were  also  high  counts  for  Loon,  Horned 
Grebe,  Pectoral  Sandpiper,  Sanderling,  Ring-billed  Gull,  Screech  Owl,  Hairy  Wood¬ 
pecker,  Downy  Woodpecker,  Blue  Jay,  Chickadee,  White-breasted  Nuthatch,  Golden- 
crowned  Kinglet  (800  in  one  territory),  and  Pipit.  There  were  low  counts  for  Mallard, 
Black  Duck,  Blue-winged  Teal,  American  Widgeon,  American  Scoter,  American  Bittern, 
Hermit  Thrush,  Black-poll  Warbler,  and  Fox  Sparrow.  Bald  Eagle  and  Red-headed 
Woodpecker  were  not  reported. 

The  two  Brant  seen  by  the  Praemassings  and  party  at  Crystal  Beach  were  the  first 
ever  reported  for  a  B.O.S.  Fall  Duck  Census.  Other  first  records  were  a  Gray  Shrike 
seen  by  Schaffner  and  Smith  at  McNab,  Ont,  and  two  Sharp-tailed  Sparrows  seen  by 
Nathan  and  Braunberns.  The  Yellow-billed  Cuckoo  had  been  observed  only  once  before  - 
in  1950.  Franklin’s  Gull  had  been  reported  in  1943  and  1950.  Forster’s  Tern, 
Carolina  Y/ren,  and  Common  Yellowthroat  were  each  reported  for  the  fourth  time  in 
the  nineteen  censuses.  The  Golden  Plover  and  Cardinal  counts  for  the  last  two  Fall 
Duck  Censuses  have  been  higher  than  those  for  previous  Fall  Duck  Censuses. 


List  of  Territories 

A.  Canadian  Shore  of  Lake  Erie,  Fofct  Erie  to  Port  Colborne  -  Praemassings,  V. 

Hermes,  M.  Wendling,  Cumiskeys. 

B.  Port  Colborne,  Ont.  to  Rockhouse  Pt.  to  Mud  Lake  via  canal  feeder  -  Klabundes, 

M,  Ward 

C.  Rockhouse  Pt.  to  Dunnville  Marsh,  Grand  River  and  inland  -  Nathan, Braunberns . 

D  Canadian  side  of  Niagara  River,  Fort  Erie  to  Niagara  Falls  and  inland  -  Thorpe, 

Woldman,  Pittell,  Brownstein 

E.  Canadian  side  of  Niagara  River,  Niagara  Falls  to  Lake  Ontario,  west  to  Port 

Weller,  south  inland  —  Schaffner ,  Al.  Smith,  M.  Smith,  Lowe,  Salisbury. 

F.  Grand  Island,  North  of  Whitehaven  Rd.  -  Axtells. 

G.  Grand  Island,  South  of  Whitehaven  Rd.  -  Windsor,  Fawl,  Emerson. 

H.  American  side  of  Niagara  River,  Bird  Island  to  Niagara  Falls,  including  inland 

areas  and  feeding  stations  -  Mitchell,  Hickmans 

I.  American  side  of  Niagara  River,  Niagara  Falls  to  Lake  Ontario,  east  to  Wilson 

McCanns,  Tulinoffs 

J  Lake  Ontario  Shore,  Wilson  to  Pt.  Breeze  -  Vaughan,  R.  Vaughan 

k!  South  Park,  Buffalo  Harbor,  Tifft  St.  to  Ferry  St.  -  Wright 

*'kK  -  Delaware  Park,  Forest  La?/n  Cemetery  -  Beardslee,  M. Emerson 

L  Oak  Orchard  -  Ulrichs,  Lovelace,  Marg.  Wendling,  H.  Kreiger,  Bowen,  Stairs, 

Vanderblas,  McCormick,  Abrams,  Karlack,  Gros. 

M.  South  Shore  of  Lake  Erie  from  Tifft  St.  to  Dunkirk  -  Weight 

N.  Dunkirk-Fredonia,  Bear  Lake  and  Cassadaga  Lakes  -  Stanleys,  T.  Schoper, 

V.  Meierhoffer 

0  south  Dayton,  Kont  Switch,  Mud  Lakes,  Forestville  to  Cherry  Creek  -  Sew, Gamble 
P.  Chautauqua  Lake,  Riverside  Marsh,  Stillwater  Areas  -  Beal.Annes,  Sortwell, 

Parker,  Hiller,  Jacobson,  Jurkowski,  Elderkins, 

Bursewicz 

0  Allegany  State  Park  and  East  Randolph  areas  -  Eschelmans 
t/  Fast ° Aurora,  Orchard  Park  and  Emery  Park  -  Byron,  T.  Langford 

Hamburg  East  Eden  and  area  South  -  A.M.  Bacon,  R.  Avery,  H.  Brown,  J.E.  Bacon 
?!  Beaver^ Meadow  Sanctuary,  Rushford  LaktTC^l  Lake  -  Turner,  M.  James 

(81) 


U.  Wellsville ,  Cuba  Lake ,  Shongo.,  Boahga  Club  -  E.  Mur-try«.  Davis,  Mado.ren,  Baker, 

McClure,  Brandes,  Seaver 

V.  Silver  Lake,  Castile,  -  M.  Thompson,  Van  Arsdale 

W.  Rochester  area,  including  Bradaock’s  Bay,  Shore  Acres,  and  Hamlin  Beach  State 
Park  -  Barlow,  Listman,  Klonick,  Moons 

X.  -  Batavia  vicinity,  including  Horseshoe  Lake,  LaGrange  Lake,  Nu  Lake,  Lake  LeP.cy 

County  Home  Forest  -  Pixley -  Masons,  Amabels,  Mahan ey 

Y.  -  Gainesville  and  vicinity  -  Mrs.  EtV.  Smith 

Z.  -  Allegany  River,  Vandalia  to  Oleun,-  Eaton,  F.G.  Myers,  Werrlein, 

North  Cuba  Marsh, 


Bird  List 


Species 

Common  Loon 
Red-necked  Grebe 
Horned  Grebe 
Pied-billed  Grebe 
Great  Blue  Heron 
Green  Heron 
B.-cr.  Night  Heron 
American  Bittern 
Canada  Goose 
Amer.  Brant 
Mallard 
Black  Duck 
Pintail 
Green-w.  Teal 
Blue-w,  Tell 
American  Widgeon 
Wood  Duck 
Redhead 

Ring-necked  Duck 
Canvas-back 
Lesser  Scaup 
Amer, Golden-eye 
Buffle-head 
Old-squaw 
White-w.  Scoter 
Surf  Scoter 
Amer.  Scoter 
Ruddy  Duck 
Hooded  Merganser 
Amer.  Merganser 
Red-br.  Merganser 
Turkey  Vulture 
Goshawk 

Sharp-sh,  Hawk 
Cooper’s  Hawk 
Red -tailed  Hawk 
Red-should.  Hawk 
Rough-leg.  Hawk 
Marsh  Hawk 
Sparrow  Hawk 
Ruffed  Grouse 
Pheasant 
Turkey 
Sora 


Total  Territory 


Species 


Total  Territory 


16 

Florida  Gallinule 

2 

F 

2 

P 

Coot 

2156 

205 

Killdeer 

64S 

399 

Golden  Plover 

60 

46 

Black-bell .Plover 

46 

3 

L,N 

Wilson’s  Snipe 

50 

30 

KK,  N  T 

Greater  Yellow-legs 

19 

2 

Lesser  Yellow-legs 

4 

H  R 

902 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

73 

2 

A 

W.-rumped  Sandpiper 

5 

F  H 

334 

Red-bkd,  Sandpiper 

48 

395 

Sander! ing 

103 

A  B 

113 

Gt.Black-b.  Gull 

2 

C  J 

77 

F  R  T  W 

Herring  Gull 

1881 

86 

Ring-b,  Gull 

5542 

156 

Franklin’s  Gull 

2 

A  G 

175 

Bonaparte’s  Gull 

195 

38 

Forster’s  Tern 

5 

D  G 

8 

W,  X 

Common  Tern 

77 

6 

Black  Tern 

1 

A 

594S 

Mourning  Dove 

154 

5 

E 

Yellow-b.  Cuckoo 

1 

D 

1 

E 

Screech  Owl 

12 

351 

E  W 

Great  Horned  Owl 

3 

Q  U 

68 

B  E  W 

Belted  Kingfisher 

45 

3 

E  X 

Flicker 

58 

2 

E  W 

Pileated  Wdpk, 

1 

T 

18 

Hairy  Woodpecker 

24 

2 

J 

Downy  Woodpecker 

95 

7 

A  E 

Phoebe 

9 

66 

B  E  J  W 

prairie  Horn.  Lark 

100 

1 

X 

Blue  Jay 

270 

1 

X 

Crow 

835 

6 

C  J  P  X 

Black-c.  Chickadee 

456 

1 

X 

White-br.  Nuthatch 

70 

15 

Red-br.  Nuthatch 

12 

3 

J  L  Q 

Brown  Creeper 

20 

6 

E  X 

Winter  Wren 

14 

32 

Grolina  Wren 

3 

E 

40 

Long-b.  Marsh  Wren 

10 

7 

0  Q  U 

Catbird 

12 

149 

Robin 

1751 

1 

Q 

Hermit  Thrush 

20 

2 

F  N 

Bluebird 

228 
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Golden~cr.  Kinglet 

1113 

Ruby-cr.  Kinglet 

71 

Pipit 

480 

Cedar  Waxwing 

163 

Gray  Shrike 

1 

E 

Starling 

11,210 

Solitary  Vireo 

3 

N  Z 

Myrtle  Warbler 

205 

Black-poll  Warbler 

1 

K  K 

Com.  Ye 11 owt hr oat 

1 

F 

House  Sparrow 

2369 

E.  Meadowlark 

278 

Red-w,  Blackbird 

12,917 

Rusty  Blackbird 

1,044 

Gracklo 

1,395 

Cowbird 

641 

Cardinal 

32 

Purple  Finch 

23 

Goldfinch 

638 

Eastern  Towhee 

15 

Savannah  Sparrow 

20 

Sharp-tailed  Sparrow 

2 

C 

Vesper  Sparrow 

59 

Slate-col.  Junco 

1241 

Tree  Sparrow 

66 

Chipping  Sparrow 

16 

Field  Sparrow 

74 

Wh.-cr.  Sparrow 

47 

Wh.-th.  Sparrow 

294 

Fox  Sparrow 

1 

G 

Swamp  Sparrow 

67 

Song  Sparrow 

496 

Snow  Bunting 

1 

H 

Unidentified  Ducks 

34 

"  Teal 

1 

"  Hawks 

3 

"  Falcon 

1 

"  Blackbirds 

h-* 

O 

O 

O 

O 

Ellen  J.  Windsor 
Mary  Louise  Emerson 


(Several  reported  observations,  unaccompanied  by  verifying  descriptions,  of 
unusual  birds  or  exceptionally  late  or  early  occurrences  have  not  been  included 
in  this  report.  In  keeping  with  our  custom,  the  observers  have  been  asked  for 
details,  and,  after  we  receive  confirmatory  accounts  of  these  identifications, 
the  records  will  be  published  in  the  December  Prothonotary  —  The  Statisticians) 


NOTE: 

On  October  18,  the  day  of  the  B.O.S.  Fall  Duck  Census,  James  Barlow,  Art 
Taughe,  Reg  Hartwell,  and  Mr.  &  Mrs.  White  visited  Montezuma  Swamp  and  the 
northern  part  of  Cayuga  Lake.  They  report:  500  Canada  Geese,  50  Mallards, 

50  Black  Ducks,  5  Gadwalls,  100  Pintails,  30  Green-winged  Teals,  30  Elue- 
winged  Teals,  2000  American  Widgeons,  10  Shovellers,  100  Wood  Ducks,  15  Ring¬ 
necked  Ducks,  75  Canvas-backs,  and  30  Red-breasted  Mergansers. 


BIRDING  ON  A  GARBAGE  DUMP 


Several  authors,  in  the  past,  have  stated  that  one  of  the  best  hfcbitats  in 
which  to  find  birds  is  a  garbage  dump.  How  true  this  is  J  After  looking  at  birds 
in  this  wholesome  type  of  place  from  coast  to  coast,  I  am  thoroughly  convinced  of 
this  fact.  One  never  knows  what  to  expect  in  a  place  such  as  this.  But  there  is 
one  particular  dump  that  will  always  remain  in  my  thoughts.  This  is  the  famous 
Lasalle  Avenue  Quarry  in  Buffalo,  New  York.  It  was  here  that  I  first  began 
studying  birds  in  the  fall  of  1944. 

The  first  bird  I  remember  seeing  here  was  a  Solitary  Sandpiper.  He  was 'at 
rest'  (for  the  benefit  of  Miss  Webster)  on  a  floating  stick.  I'm  sure  I  could  find 
that  same  stick  tomorrow  if  I  tried  hard  enough  {  At  this  time,  over  fifty  per  cent 
of  the  surface  of  the  quarry  was  covered  with  water-  some  shallow  and  some  deeper 
sloughs.  The  water  attracted  many  kinds  of  birds  -  especially  ducks.  Mallards, 
Black  Ducks  and  Blue-winged  Teal  regularly  nested  on  the  rocky,  weed-grown  shores. 
In  migration  time  Common  Loons,  Horned  Grebes,  Lesser  Scaup,  Buffleheads  and 
American  Golden-eyes  frequently  visited  the  quarry. 
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Along  the  upper  edges  were  dense  hawthorn©  thickets  which  formerly  ’’ewarmedY 
with  birds  at  the  right  times  of  the  year ,  House  Wrens ;  Co-birds,  Robins,  Yellow 
Warblers,  Baltimore  Orioles,  Goldfinches  and  Chipping  Sparrows  nested  here  every 
year,  I  was  really  excited  no  May  afternoon  when  I  s-aw  eleven  speed es  cf  warblers 
in  the  thickets.  In  fact.,  so  excited,  that  I  returned  that  evening  to  find  three 
more  species,  making  a  total  of  fourteen  kinds  of  warblers  in  one  day. 


But  the  quarry  had  to  go  as  most  wild  areas  throughout  the  country  today  do. 

The  authorities  estimated  that  in  twenty  years  a  park  could  be  made  r/hore  the 
quarry  once  had  been.  So  ’’progress11  sew  in,  and  tons  and  tons  of  garbage  were 
brought  in  daily.  However,  during  this  period,  the  area  still  remained  a  good  spot 
for  birds.  The  winter  season  was  especially  good.  The  garbage  attracted  hundreds 
and  hundreds  of  gulls  -  Glaucous,  Iceland,  Great  Black-backed,  Herring  and  Ring¬ 
billed.  A  Snowy  Owl  remained  there  for  several  weeks  during  the  big  flight  year. 
Redpolls  fed  on  the  we;ed  seeds  another  winter. 

As  could  be  expected,  the  habitat  changed  and  the  bird  life  changed  with  it. 

But  the  big  change  came  during  the  fall  of  1948.  All  the  water  had  disappeared 
except  for  that  left  in  a  small  cattail  marsh  on  the  west  side  of  the  quarry.  Since 
it  was  fall,  the  water  level  in  this  small  area  was  low  and  ”a  beautiful  mud  flat” 
was  exposed.  Of  course,  in  came  the  shorebirds  1  A  Stilt  Sandpiper  remained  here 
well  into  October.  Bill  Almendinger  identified  a  Golden  Plover  here  one  Saturday 
morning  (I  had  seen  it  also,  but  had  called  it  a  Black -bellied  I) .  Wilson’s  Snipe, 
Greater  and  Lesser  yollovv-legs,  Baird’s,  Semipalmated  and  Least  sandpipers,  and 
Sanderlings  were  also  seen  here  that  fall,  A  wonderful  place  -  almost  in  one’s 
back  yard. 

The  years  moved  on . I  loft  Buffalo . but  still  more  and  more  garbage 

was  brought  in.  Today,  a  good  percentage  of  what  was  once  the  Lasalle  Avenu4 
Quarry  is  covered  over  completely.  There  is  only  a  remnant  of  this  famous  place, 

A  storm-catch  has  been  installed  to  catch  excess  rain  water.  Soon  the  park  will  be 
built.  My  thickets  are  all  gone.  Everytime  I  visit  the  area  a  new  home  stands 
where  I  once  could  see  many  kinds  of  birds.  However,  the  Pheasants  still  feed  in 
the  dump,  and  Killdeers,  Bank  Swallows  and  Red-wings  still  nest  here.  They  can’t 
forget  ifehat  an  excellent  area  this  one  was. 


Even  though  the  Lasalle  Avenue  Quarry  is  gone  forever,  there  are  many  more 
garbage  dumps  in  the  environs  of  Buffalo  at  which  birds  can  be  found.  Be  sure  to 
visit  these  places.  They  are  well  worth  the  time  spent. 


The  following  is  a  complete  list  of  the  birds  which  I  have  seen  in  the  Lasalle 
Quarry  area  since  September,  1944. 


Common  Loon 
Horned  Grebe 
Pied-billed  Grebe 
Great  Blue  Heron 
Green  Heron 
Black-cr.  Night  Heron 
Mallard 
Black  Duck 
Blue-winged  Teal 
American  Golden-eye 
Bufflehead 
Sharp-shinned  Hawk 
Osprey 

Sparrow  Hawk 
Ring-necked  pheasant 
Sora 


Killdeer 
Bolden  Plover 
Black-bellied  Plover 
Wilson’s  Snipe 
Spotted  Sandpiper 
Solitary  Sandpiper 
Greater  Yellow-legs 
Lesser  Yellow-legs 
Pectoral  Sandpiper 
Baird’s  Sandpiper 
Least  Sandpiper 
Stilt  Sandpiper 
Semipalmated  Sandpiper 
Glaucous  Gull 
Iceland  Gull 
Great  Black-backed  Gull 

(84) 


Herring  Gull 
Ring-billed  Gull 
Common  Tern 
Black  Tern 
Mourning  Dove 
Snov;y  Owl 
Night hawk 
Chimney  Swift 
Belted  Kingfisher 
Yellow-shafted  Flicker 
Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker 
Hairy  Woodpecker 
Downy  Woodpecker 
Eastern  Phoebe 
Least  Flycatcher 
Horned  Lark 
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Tree  Swallhw 
Bank  Sv/allow 
Rough-winged  Swallow 
Barn  Swallow 
Purple  Martin 
American  Cro w 
Black-(?apped  Chickadee 
R'hite-breasted  Nuthatch 
Brown  Creeper 
House  Wren 
VJinter  Wren 
Catbird 

Brown  Thrasher 
Robin 

Wood  Thrush 
Hermit  Thrush 
Olive-backed  Thrush 
Veery 

Eastern  Bluebird 
Golden-crowned  Kinglet 
Ruby-crowned  Kinglet 
American  Pipit 
Cedar  Waxwing 


Starling 

Red-eyed  Vireo 

Warbling  Vireo 

Black  and  White  Warbler 

Nashville  Warbler 

Parula  Warbler 

Yellow  Warbler 

Magnolia  Warbler 

Cape  May  Warbler 

Black-throated  Blue  Warbler 

Myrtle  Warbler 

Black-throated  Green  Warbler 
Blackburnian  Warbler 
Chesnut-sided  Warbler 
Western  Palm  Warbler 
Ovenbird 

Mourning  Warbler 
Yell ow- throat 
Black-capped  Warbler 
Canada  Warbler 
American  Redstart 
House  Sparrow 
Bobolink 


Eastern  Meadowlark 
Red-wing 
Baltimore  Oriole 
Bronzed  Grackle 
Brown-headed  Cov/bird 
Scarlet  Tanager 
Cardinal 

Rose-breasted  Grosbdak 
Purple  Finch 
Redpoll 

Eastern  Goldfinch 
Eastern  Towhee 
Savannah  Sparrow 
Vesper  Sparrow 
Slate-colored  Junco 
Tree  Sparrow 
Chipping  Sparrow 
Field  Sparrow 
White-crowned  Sparrow 
White-throated  Sparrow 
Fox  Sparrow 
Song  Sparrow 


Richard  C.  Rosche 
October  8,  1953 


71st  STATED  :?ETTNG  OF  TILE  A,  0.  U. 

Another  A.O.U,  Meeting  has  passed  into  history.  While  Rose  Facklam  and  I  did 
not  arrive  at  the  Los  Angeles,  Calif.,  meeting  until  Friday,  October  23rd,  the 
sessions  having  started  on  Wednesday,  J*ll  warrant  we  absorbed  as  many  of  the 
pacers  and  events  as  most  of  those  present,  for  we  spent  a  very  busy  and  wonderful 
three  days. 

After  completing  the  registration  and  purchase  of  tickets  for  the  various 
events,  it  was  time  to  join  the  group  at  luncheon  at  the  Town  and  Gown  Foyer  of  the 
University  of  Southern  California,  where  the  papers  were  presented.  The  afternoon 
was  filled  with  a  trip  to  Huntington  Library  and  Art  Gallery  at  San  Marino, 
followed  by  Open  House  at  the  Moore  Ornithological  Laboratory  on  the  campus  of 
Occidental  College.  Here  we  were  permitted  to  handle  the  skins  of  any  birds  we 
wished  and  it  was  a  rare  treat  to  be  able  to  examine  so  many  spectacular  tropical 
species,  including  a  magnificent  collection  of  the  Quetzal  Bird  of  Central  America, 
said  by  some  to  be  the  most  beautiful  bird  in  the  world. 

That  evening  was  left  open,  but  morning  found  us  back  at  Hancock  Auditorium  at 
9  A.M.  to  listen  to  a  paper  explaining  the  vagrancy  of  Cliff  Swallows,  some  banded 
individuals  having  been  trapped  at  three  different  nesting  sites.  During  the 
morning  we  took  time  out  to  visit  the  ornithological  collection  of  the  Los  Angeles 
County  Museum,  which  was  close  at  hand,  a  very  fine  exhibit,  which  invited  longer 
study.  Then  we  went  back  again  to  listen  to  more  papers,  which  covered  certain 
birds  of  southeastern  Arizona,  which  I  had  recently  visited,  and  northern  Sonora  in 
Mexico,  Afternoon  treated  us  to  some  particularly  fine  recordings  of  western  bird 
songs,  dissertations  on  the  Havasu  Lake,  Arizona,  and  Stillwater,  Nevada,  Wildlife 
Refuges,  and  a  splendid  moving  picture  of  a  recent  expedition  to  the  Galapagos 
Islands. 
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Tho  crowning  social  event  of  the  nesting  took  place  that  evening,  the  Annual 
Banquet,  in  the  Gold  Room  oi*  the  ambassador  Hotel,  with  about  365  present.,  The 
genial  mood  was  further  accentuated  by  the  presence  of  movie  star,  Red  Skelton,  rnd 
his  wife,  plus  a  very  fine  trained  parrot  act  put  on  by  an  unnamed  exhibitor. 


Sunday  found  t\7o  bus]  cads  of  people  up  early  to  participate  in  tho  field  trip-, 
on  which  the  first  step  was  at  Malibu  Creek  to  observe  shore  and  water  birds,  such 
as  Ring-billed,  H German’ s  and  Short-billed  gulls,  Royal  Tern,  Red-breasted 
Merganser,  Parallon  Cormorants,  Black  Turnstone,  Black -bellied  Plover,  Hudson! an 
Curlew,  Marbled  Godwit,  Y/estern  billet,  eoc.  Leaving  Ualibu  Creek  we  followed 
Malibu  Canyon  to  arrive  at  Taoia  Park  soon  after  eleven.  A  delicious  box  lunch 
proved  too  much  of  a  temptation,  so  that  birding  had  to  wait  until  we  had  eaten. 

Here  wore  California  V/oodpocker,  California  Jays,  V/ectern  Bluebird,  Western  Great- 
catcher,  Ruby-crowned  Kinglet,  Townsend  and  Audubon  warblers,  Swotted  Towhees, 
examples  of  oak  woodland  birds.  Then  we  drove  along  the  Angeles  Crest  Highway, 
ascending  the  chaparrcl-covered  foothills  to  coniferous  forests  in  the  San  Gabriel 
Mountains  at  5500  ft.  elevation.  V.e  arrived  at  Chilao  Flat  for  observation  of  pine 
forest  birds.  A  very  strong,  cold  wind  here  was  detrimental  to  bird- finding, 
although  we  did  see  White-breasted,  Pygmy,  and  Red-breasted  nuthatches,  Steller’s 
Jays,  and  for  me  a  new  life  record  the  Red-breasted  Sapsucker.  V.e  saw  a  White- 
headed  Woodpecker  and  had  a  very  brief  glimpse  of  the  Mountain  Quail,  so  brief  that 
I  felt,  to  my  regret,  unable  to  claim  it  a3  a  record.  Returning  about  6:30  to  the 
hotels,  we  agreed  it  had  been  a  truly  magnificent  day,  climaxing  a  splendid  session. 


Mildred  E.  Baker 


BIRDING  ON  3UCXH0RN  ISLAND 

It  has  been  a  source  of  great  pleasure  to  visit  Buckhorn  sanctuary  during  the 
hunting  season  this  year.  For  instance,  in  the  late  afternoon  of  November  2  we 
found  several  flocks  of  Mallards,  Black  Ducks,  American  ’Widgeons,  Wood  Ducks,  and 
Coots  with  a  sprinkling  of  other  -fater  birds.  Altogether  there  were  at  least  300 
duck3  in  the  sanctuary,  perhaps  400.  The  high  grass  made  it  difficult  to  know  hou 
many  were  in  hiding.  There  wore  fewer  Wood  Ducks  visible  than  earlier,  but  many 
settled  in  the  grassy  sections  as  the  water  was  very  high  this  day. 

Among  the  shore  birds  we  observed  one  Creator  Yellow-legs  and  two  Mil son’s 
Snipes,  and  at  least  two  Great  Blue  Herons  were  still  around.  There  was  a  note¬ 
worthy  migration  of  Mourning  Doves  flying  in  numerous  small  flocks  over  the  marsh 
in  a  southwesterly  direction.  Also  a  great  many  mixed  blackbird  flocks  moved  in 
the  sane  directi on$  these  flocks  included  Rusty  Blackbirds. 

At  an  early  visit  the  next  morning  I  found  many  of  the  ducks  fairly  close  to 
the  road  on  both  sides.  Five  Green-winged  Teals  made  a  fine  showing  in  the  sun. 
The  park  guard  was  on  duty  in  his  car  and  I  had  a  chat  with  him.  I  expressed  sat¬ 
isfaction  with  the  protection  of  the  large  bird  population.  He,  in  turn,  revealed 
his  interest  in  his  duties  by  telling  me  about  some  of  the  duck  species. 

The  first  snowstorm  of  the  season  did  not  reduce  the  number  of  ducks 
materially.  Even  some  Mood  Ducks  were  still  present  on  the  9th.  Many  ducks  were 
close  to  the  road,  including  fourteen  Green-winged  Teals  and  a  flock  of  twenty 

American  Vidgeons. 

Axel  Hcilborn 
November  9>  1953 
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GRAND  ISLAND  FIELD  TRIP  -  OCTOBER  10.  1953 


"Ransom  Road  always  pays  offs,",  and  it  did,  splendidly,  Saturday  afternoon, 
October  10,  one  of  the  most  beautiful  days  of  1953*3  beautiful  October* 


The  warm  bright  day  and  the  prospect  of  seeing  the  Golden  Plover  had  enticed 
a  carload  of  birders  from  Jamestown  to  join  the  Buffalo  group,  hath  some  trepida¬ 
tion  on  the  part  of  the  leader  for  fear  that  the  elusive  bird  might  not  be  found 
v/e  stopped  at  the  side  of  Ransom  Road.  The  plover  had  been  seen  there  previously, 
and  there  he  was  again  -  standing  on  a  hummock  in  all  his  fall  beauty,  close 
enough  to  be  seen  easily  through  binoculars.  Everyone  was  thrilled.  And  how  that 
plover  performed  for  us  -  preened  himself,  walked  across  a  furrow,  up  on  another 
hummock,  back  to  his  first  position,  back  and  forth,  giving  us  an  excellent 
opportunity  to  study  him.  It  was  hard  to  go  on,  but  after  watching  for  some  time 
v/e  went  a  short  distance,  and  there,  on  the  other  side  of  the  road,  were  a  number 
of  Prairie  Horned  Larksand  Pipits  -  some  close  to  the  ro«d,  others  a  short  distance 
away  -  all  clearly  visible  through  binoculars  and  many  of  them  singing  their 
tinkling  songs. 

Some  of  the  party  were  loth  to  leave  these  dainty  creatures,  but  time  was 
passing,  and  of  course  we  wanted  to  see  what  was  happening  at  Burntship  Creek. 

What  a  sight  greeted  us.  On  the  water  were  Wood  Ducks,  Mallards,  Black  Ducks, 
American  Widgeons,  tel,  Pied-billed  Grebes,  Coots.  Close  to  the  east  side  of  the 
bridge,  we  found  a  Kingfisher,  many  Redwing  Blackbirds,  a  few  Cowbirds,  Myrtle 
Warblers,  and,  most  interesting  of  all,  several  Rusty  Blackbirds  in  their  gorgeous 
fall  plumage.  A  number  of  the  party  had  never  before  seen  the  Rusties  in  this 
plumage.  Telescopes  as  well  as  binoculars  were  busy  as  wc  watched  this  varied 
stirring  life  of  the  flats.  Suddenly  a  Wilson's  Snipe  appeared,  then,  another  and 
another  and  another.  We  had  four  Snipes  in  the  telescope  range  at  one  time  -  truly 
a  thrilling  sight. 

It  was  even  more  difficult  to  get  the  group  to  move  from  Burntship  Creek,  but 
the  sun  was  travelling  fast,  and  a  couple  of  other  places  were  still  to  be  visited, 
pe  went  through  Ruckhorn  Is5.and  to  the  end  of  the  point  jutting  out  into  the 
Niagara  River,  and  there,  on  the  very  last  grain  of  earth,  stood  a  Pipit  -  one  lone 
Fipit,  the  only  one  we  saw  in  that  area.  Herring  and  Ring-Billed  gulls  were  around, 
also  a  Common  Tern  and  a  Killdeer. 

Next  we  went  to  Beaver  Island,  Although  the  closed  road  prevented  our  going 
far,  we  saw  Pectoral  Sandpipers,  a  Green  Heron,  and  a  Yellow-legs. 

The  count  for  the  trip  was  32  soecies,  including  the  GOLDEN  PLOVER.  Our 
Jamestown  guests  were  enthusiastic  -  two  of  them  had  added  to  tneir  life  lists. 


The  sun  set  -  the  trip  ended. 


JeHnie  S.  Graham,  Leader 


PROGRAM  -  MEETINGS 

Regular  meetings  are  in  the  Humboldt  Room  of  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  at 

8 ;00  P.M.  on  Wednesday:  . 

December  9  -  "Coloration  of  Birds"  -  Speaker:  Fred  T.  Hall.  Plans  for  Christmas 
Census  -  Leader:  Mrs.  Charles  Yu  Avery  (EH. 5112),  South  Hill  Rd., 

R.D.  4»  Hamburg,  H.Y. 

PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 

Sunday,  Dec.  13  -  Niagara  Falls  Gorge  to  Wilson.  Leader:  Gertrude  G.  Webster 
(PA.7768),  Ihet  at  9:00  A.M.  at  Delaware  &  Hertel. 

Friday,  Jan.  1  -  Christmas  Census.  Leader  :  Mrs.  Charles  ...  Avery  (Eli. 5112),  Soutn 
Hill  Rd . .  R.D.  At  Hamburg,  N.Y. _ _ _ -  -  -  —  - 
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THE  MONTH 


November  continued  mild,  with  about  half  the  normal  number  of  rainy  or  snowy 
days,  no  severe  windstorms,  and  average  temperature  4  degrees  above  normal  with 
record-breaking  high  temperatures  for  so  late  in  the  season  on  the  20th  and  22nd. 
The  exceptionally  long  list  of  noteworthy  records  is  primarily  the  result  of  the 
many  birds  that  remained  beyond  their  usual  departure  date.  Among  the  most  unusual 
of  these  were  the  Phoebe  and  Catbird  that  stayed  until  the  2nd  week,  and  the  Florida 
Gallinule  and  several  Myrtle  Warblers  that  are  known  to  have  remained  throughout  the 
month,  Buckhorn  Island  State  Park  Game  Refuge,  whose  waters  were  open  all  month, 
furnished  food  and  protection  to  several  hundred  ducks  of  at  least  17  kinds  during 
November,  along  with  many  other  waterfowl,  including  even  Swans. 

A  sudden  snowstorm  the  weekend  of  the  7th-8th  dropped  15  inches  of  snow  on 
Buffalo  and  as  much  as  24  inches  in  the  southern  part  of  our  territory.  It  seems 
surprising  that  the  bird  records  show  nothing  brought  in  and  nothing  driven  out  by 
this  storm.  By  Monday  most  of  the  show  had  melted. 

The  Gray  Shrike  irruption,  forecast  by  its  early  arrivals  last  month,  has  taken 
on  major  proportions.  Harlequin  Duoks  were  first  reported  a  few  days  before  Thanks¬ 
giving,  same  as  in  the  past  two  years.  We  all  envy  those  who  saw  the  two  Purple 
Sandpipers  on  the  25th.  Iceland  and  Kumlienfs  Gulls  have  appeared  much  earlier  than 
usual.  The  1450  Brant  in  about  20  flocks  flying  eastward  just  offshore  on  Lake 
Ontario  during  one  hour  on  the  1st  is  a  new  maximum.  —  All  this  and  an  adult 
European  Black-headed  gull  tool 

Harold  H.  Axtell 
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(Daily  reports 

and  notes  turned  in 

from  established 

feedin; 

g  areas  at  Rose  Hill 

,Ont.  A  Lewist cn,N.Y.) 

Catbird 

ft 

1,14 

1 

587  Ashland  Ave.,Bflo.  Emerson 

Hermit  Thrush 

tt 

3 

1 

Buckhorn  Is.St.Pk. 

Schaf fne r 

tt 

13 

1 

Hamburg 

Ave  ry 

tt 

15L 

2 

Brock’s  Monument , Ont .  Thorpe,  Nathan 

Bluebird 

tt 

15L 

1 

Scott sville 

Hall  et  al  (BOS  Trip) 

Ruby-cr.  Kinglet 

tt 

3 

1 

Buckhorn  Is.St.Pk. 

Schaffner 

Pipit 

ft 

7 

8 

Niagara  Gorge 

Sali sburys 

tt 

7 

6o(max) 

Rose  Hi 11, Ont. 

Fi  sk 

tt 

7 

7 

Squaw  Island 

Schaffner,  Nathan 

tt 

8 

6 

Rose  Hill, Ont . 

Fisk 

tt 

8 

36 

Canadian  Shore  of 

Lake  Erie 

Rew,  Gamble 

Gray  Shrike 

It 

1 

1 

Hamlin  Beach  St ,Pk* 

Axtells 

tt 

1 

1 

Lake  Ontario  Shore 

#anderbles,  Ulrichs, 

et  al  (BOS  Trip) 

ft 

13 

1 

Springville 

Gamble 

tt 

15 

1 

Cook’s  Mills, Ont . 

White 

tt 

15 

2 

Niagara  R.,  Lake 

Thorpe,  Nathan, 

Ontario  Shore 

Brockner  (90) 
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Gray  Shrike  (con’t 

•  )Novj 

1  21 

1 

Hamlin 

B  rockner 

it 

22 

1 

Buckhorn  Is.St.Pk. 

Axtells 

it 

2$ 

1 

Grand  Island 

Emerson,  Nathan 

n 

26 

2 

Long  Rd.,E. River  Rd 

•  Brownstein,  Nathan, 
Schaffner 

it 

27 

1 

Windmill  Pt.,Ont. 

Gamble 

n 

29 

1 

ti  it  ti 

Gamble,  Rew,  Byrons 

it 

29 

4(max) 

Canadian  Shore 

Braunbems,  Nathan 

it 

29 

1 

Rose  Hill,  Ont . 

Fisk 

tt 

29 

1 

Alden 

Wolf ling 

Myrtle  Warbler 

tt 

8 

1 

Alden 

ti 

tt 

8 

1 

Lewiston 

Klabundes 

it 

11,21 

1 

Port  Colbome,Ont. 

White 

tt 

21 

1 

La  Salle 

Heilboms 

it 

22 

2 

Dufferin  Is., Ont. 

Thorpe,  Nathan, 
Braunbems 

E.  Meadowlark 

it 

22 

15(roax) 

Buckhorn  Is.St.Pk. 

Axtells 

it 

29 

1 

Grand  Island 

Brownstein 

Red.-w.  Blackbird 

tt 

15 

203(max) 

Canadian  Shore 

Rew  et  al  (Aud.  Trip) 

it 

15 

3 

Akron 

Khox 

tt 

15 

3 

Scottsville 

Hall  et  al  (BOS  Trip) 

it 

25 

6 

Buc Idiom  Is.St.Pk. 

Nathan,  Emerson 

it 

26 

1 

Amherst 

Brockner 

Rusty  Blackbird 

it 

10 

2 

Delaware  Pk. 

Fi  sk 

tt 

15 

1 

Akron 

Khox 

tt 

15 

6o(max) 

Sherkston ,Ont . 

White 

it 

22 

2 

Buckhorn  Is.St.Pk. 

Axtells 

it 

28 

1 

Rose  Hill, Ont. 

Fi  sk 

Gruckle 

it 

15 

2 9 (max) 

Sherkston, Ont  . 

White 

n 

15 

1 

Scottsville 

Hall  et  al  (BOS  Trip) 

Cowbi rd 

♦i 

15 

7 

Akron 

Khox 

it 

29 

200 (max) 

Long  Beach, Ont. 

Braunbems,  Nathan 

Purple  Finch 

n 

15 

9 

Forest  Lawn 

Windsor,  Graham 

tt 

15 

2 

Point  Abino,0nt. 

Rew  et  al(Aud.  Trip) 

it 

28 

11 

Rose  Hill,  Ont. 

Fisk 

Pine  Siskin 

it 

1 

5 

Youngstown  to  Wilson  Axtells 

tt 

15 

several 

Youngstown 

Klabundes 

•i 

15 

2 

Buckhorn  Is.St.Pk. 

Axtells 

ti 

15 

1 

ti  ti  it  tt 

Brockner 

it 

15 

2 

Point  Abino,ont. 

Rew  et  al  (Aud,  Trip) 

Eastern  Towheo 

tt 

8 

1 

Hamburg 

B  aeons 

Field  Sparrow 

tt 

14 

1 

Rose  Hill,  Ont. 

Fisk 

it 

15 

3 

Buckhorn  Is.St.Pk. 

Axtells 

Wh.-th.  Sparrow 

tt 

15 

4 

Canadian  Shore 

Rew  et  al  (Aud.  Trip) 

tt 

25 

1 

Hamburg 

Averys 

tt 

27L 

2  (1  dead)  Rose  Hi 11, Ont, 

Fisk 

Fox  Sparrow 

tt 

1 

8  (max) 

Alden 

Wolfling 

it 

7 

1 

Pt .  Colbome,  Ont. 

White 

tt 

15L 

3 

Cook’s  Mill^,Ont, 

it 

it 

15L 

3 

Point  AbinOjCnt. 

Rew  et  al  (Aud.  Trip) 

Swamp  Sparrow 

ti 

15 

2 

Wilson 

Thorpe,  Nathan 

Lapland  Longspur 

it 

IF 

6 

Lake  Ontario  Shore 

Vanderbles,  Ulrichs, 
et  al  (BOS  Trip) 

it 

IF 

1 

Ransom  Rd . 

Axtells 

ii 

IF 

2 

Hamlin  Beach  St .Pk. 

ii 

♦i 

8 

Clarence  Center  Rd 

,  Wendling,  Webster 

ii 

15 

4 

Can  •  Sh ore  of  L  .Eri  e 

Rew  et  al  (Aud.  Trip) 

Snow  Bunting 

ii 

1 

500 

Lake  Ontario  Shore 

Vanderbles,  Ulrichs  etal 
(BOS  Trip) 

n 

3 

8 

Rose  Hi 11, Ont. 

Fisk 
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Snow  Bunting 

Nov. 15 

5 

Buckhom  Is.st.Pk. 

Axtells 

( conft .) 

"  18 

13 

Goat  Island 

Emerson 

"  22 

1 

Bird  Island  Pier 

Axtells 

"  26 

10 

Akron 

Webster 

Previously  Recorded 

Additions 

Total  to  date 


258 
5 _ 

265  ^ 


Errata:  -  Vol.  19,  No.  U,  Page  80  -  Snow  Bunting  -  Oct..  2-  7  Erie  Beach.Ont.  - 

Axtell  -  should  read  -  Oct*  24F  -  7  -  Erie  Beach, Ont.  -  Axtell 
Vol*  19,  No.  8,  I^.ge  59  -  The  B*s,  which  indicate  breeding  birds, 

should  be  placed  at  Starling  and  Red-eyed  Vireo  -  and  not  at 
Baltimore  Oriole  and  Rusty  Blackbird, 


BIRDING  ON  BUCKKORN  ISLAND 

Buckhom  Island  State  Fhrk  is  one  of  the  best  birding  areas  we  have  in  our 
territory.  From  the  viewpoint  of  number  of  species  that  may  be  recorded  over  a 
period  of  twelve  months,  I  believe  no  limited  area  could  surpass  this  sanctuary  in 
the  whole  of  Western  New  York.  There  is  good  birding  year  round,  and  the  variety 
of  birds  is  amazing,  considering  that  the  area  occupies  only  some  923  acres,  ex¬ 
clusive  of  the  adjacent  rivers.  Were  we  able  to  keep  a  day  by  day  check  from  this 
park,  the  number  of  species  in  a  year  would  be  upwards  of  175,  probably  around  200. 

The  reason  is  clear  when  we  consider  the  varied  habitat  within  this  small 
space.  We  have  marshy  and  swampy  areas,  intercepted  by  mud  flats  and  by  open  waters 
of  various  depths.  There  are  areas  of  high  reeds  and  dense  grass  and  areas  of  wet 
and  dry  fields.  Some  of  the  woods  are  quite  wet,  some  are  dry,  and  the  variety  of 
trees  and  shrubs  is  large.  Both  deciduous  and  evergreen  areas  are  available,  and 
some  trees  are  old  or  dead,  suitable  for  nesting  woodpeckers,  Wood  Ducks,  etc. 

Shrubs  and  young  trees  are  coming  back  after  a  period  of  clearing  some  twenty  years 
ago,  and  a  few  sections  are  now  dense  thickets.  The  bordering  farm  lands  add  to  the 
bird  population,  as  do  the  large  heron  rookeries  on  Grand  Island.  The  river  Fiores 
are  grassy,  sandy,  or  stony,  suitable  for  a  variety  of  birds,  including  some  ^iore 
birds.  Short  banks  house  Kingfishers  and  Bank  Swallows.  The  river  arms  on  both 
sides  have  enough  current  to  keep  the  water  open  throughout  the  winter  and  the  large 
flocks  of  ducks  testify  to  good  underwater  vegetation  and  filing.  The  absence  of 
hunting  on  both  the  Canadian  shore  (provincial  park)  and  the  American  shore  (within 
city  limits  of  Niagara  Falls  )  helps  to  keep  the  ducks  undisturbed.  The  location  of 
the  park,  between  Lakes  Erie  and  Ontario,  is  in  the  center  of  one  of  the  best  fly- 
ways  for  migratory  birds--large  as  well  as  small — in  Eastern  United  States. 

As  a  redult  of  birding  here  is  always  interesting  and  often  exciting,  and  many 
a  g)0d  record  has  been  collected  through  the  years.  A  thorough  inventory  of  the 
nesting  bifds  would  be  of  great  interest  and  probably  reveal  an  unexpectedly  large 
number  of  birds  and  species,  and  I  suggest  that  B.O.S.  undertake  such  a  survey  in  due 
time.  The  number  of  nesting  ducks  would  materially  increase  if  fishermen  and  boats 
could  be  eliminated  from  certain  pond  areas  during  the  spring  season. 

From  a  study  of  the  grothonotary  records  for  the  past  seven  years,  and  from  my 
own  experience,  I  give  here  a  brief  summary  of  the  more  interesting  records  from 
birding  on  Euckhorn. 

All  our  six  varieties  of  heions  and  bitterns  find  a  haven  here,  including  the 
American  Egret  for  short  periods.  Swans  and  geese  of  several  kinds  occasionally 
rest  on  the  river  during  migrations  and  the  west  pond  accommodated  six  to  eight 
Whistling  Swans  for  almost  a  week  in  the  spring  of  1952.  A  Black  Brant  from  the 
Pacific  showed  up  in  November  194-9 .  All  the  common  ducks  feed  in  the  rivers  and  in 

(92) 


the  ponds  — twenty-six  species  in  all,  including  Common  Loon,  Pied-billed  Grebe, 
Gadwall,  Green-winged  Teal,  European  Widgeon,  Shoveller,  Wood  Duck,  Ring-necked  Duck, 
Buf fie- head ,  Old-squaw,  White- winged  Scofrer,  Ruddy  Duck,  and  Hooded  Merganser.  Some 
of  the  winter  ducks  appear  in  flocks  of  several  hundred,  making  the  winter  birding 
still  more  delightful, 

Gallinules  and  Coots  are  common  and  Virginia  and  Sora  rails  have  been  recorded, 
as  well  as  Black-bellied  Plover,  Woodcock,  Wilson’s  Snipe,  Hudsonian  Curlew, 

Spotted,  Solitary,  Pectoral,  Least,  and  Red-backed  sandpipers,  and  both  species  of 
yellow- legs.  My  observations  include  Double- crested  Cormorants  and  a  phalarope 
(species?)  on  the  adjacent  East  River.  Eight  species  of  gulls  and  terns  have  been 
seen  from  the  shores,  including  Glaucus  Gull,  Caspian  Tern,  and  Black  Tern. 

Turkey  Vulture  and  all  our  listed  hawks  and  falcons  have  been  observed,  as 
have  at  least  three  species  of  owls  including  a  pair  of  nesting  Great-homed  owls. 
The  stately  Bald  Eagle  has  been  a  yearly  visitor  during  some  part  of  the  cold 
season,  and  occasionally  two  have  been  present  together. 

Among  the  many  smaller  birds  the  following  less  common  species  may  be  mentioned 
specifically;  Red-headed  Woodpecker  (nesting),  Horned  Lark,  Blue  Jay,  Brown 
Thrasher,  Gray-cheeked  Thrush,  Pipit,  Philadelphia  Vireo,  Golden-winged ,  Orange- 
crowned,  Prairie,  Palm,  and  Black-capped  warblers,  Orchard  Oriole,  Rusty  Blackbird, 
Cardinal,  Redpoll,  Lincoln’s  Sparrow,  and  Snow  Bunting. 

B.O.S.  and  its  individual  members  should  give  all  possible  cooperation  to  the 
Niagara  Frontier  State  3&rk  Commission  in  its  commendable  efforts  to  preserve  and 
improve  the  park  as  a  wild  life  sanctuary  in  the  midst  of  a  rapidly  growing 
industrialization  of  the  greater  Buf falo-Niagara  Falls  area.  We  have  the  proper 
talent  and  scientific  experience  available  to  respond  to  requests  for  advice  and 
help  in  making  the  sanctuary  still  better,  and  a  small  committee  is  at  present  doing 
some  preliminary  work  along  these  lines.  The  Commission  has  recently  turned  down  a 
strenuous  effort  by  the  City  of  Niagara  Falls  to  take  over  the  ’’useless”  east  pond 
for  a  garbage  dump  (Niagara  Falls  Gazette  October  1,  1953)*  This  incident  shows  the 
ever  present  danger  to  the  sanctuary  plans  and  should  be  a  challenge  to  all  of  us  to 
further  the  sanctuary  idea  with  all  efforts.  The  outcome  this  time  prompts  us  to 
take  our  hats  off  to  the  Commission  for  their  foresight  and  understanding. 

Axel  Heilbom 


SIGHT  RECORD  OF  GOSHAWK  IN  JUNE 


Normally  the  Goshawk  (Accipiter  gentilis  atricapillus)  breeds  in  the  Boreal 
zones  from  northwestern  Alaska,  northwestern  Mackenzie,  northern  Manitoba,  northern 
Quebec,  and  Newfoundland  south  to  interior  British  Columbia,  Michigan,  southeastern 
Ontario,  northern  New  York,  northern  New  England,  Massachusetts  (casually),  and  in 
the  mountains  to  Pennsylvania  and  Western  Maryland  ( ”Hawks  of  North  America”  -  John 
Bi chard  May).  In  western  New  York  the  Goshawk  is  considered  a  rare  winter  visitant. 

So  it  was  with  excitement  that  we  spotted  a  large  accipiter  just  north  of 
Randolph,  New  York  on  June  14,  1933*  The  bird’s  flight  was  quite  unlike  that  of  the 
usual  accipiters,  and  I  recognized  it  from  past  observations  as  peculiar  to  the 
Goshawk.  When  this  species  is  cruising,  its  wing  strokes  are  deep.  The  upward 
stroke  rises  so  far  above  the  horizontal  that  the  tips  of  the  primaries  seem  almost 
to  touch  each  other.  The  deliberateness  with  which  each  stroke  is  made  is  indicative 
of  this  species’  power  and  size. 

The  appearance  of  a  Cooper’s  Hawk  on  the  scene  almost  disrupted  our  observation 
but  later  served  to  confixm  our  identification.  Soon  the  Goshawk  flew  over  ohd, 
being  fully  one-third  larger,  dwarfed  the  Cooper’s  Hawk.  The  smaller  accipiter 
quickly  gained  altitude  over  its  larger  cousin.  Then  it  swooped  at  the  Goshawk,  (93) 


which  was  almost  directly  over  our  heads,  and  continued  this  performance  as  the 
other  made  its  way  over  the  valley. 

At  times  the  Goshawk  was  as  close  as  thirty  yards,  and  in  the  excellent  light 
we  were  able  to  see  well  its  whitish  underparts  which  were  finely  barred  with  gray. 
As  it  was  directly  over  us  or  moving  directly  away  from  us,  few  of  us  could  see  the 
broad  v/hite  superciliary  line.  The  upper  parts  were  a  gray-blue  rather  than  the 
dark  blue  of  the  two  smaller  accipiters.  We  also  waw  the  lighter  wing  linings 
devoid  of  the  heavier  barring  which  is  characteristic  in  the  Cooper* s  and  Sharp- 
shinned  hawks.  The  Goshawk  appeared  heavier  shouldered,  broader  winged,  and  longer 
tailed  than  the  other  accipiters. 

Last  year  on  the  15th  of  June  at  Onoville  Station  in  Cattaraugus  County  we  saw 
a  bird  which  was  not  positively  identified  as  a  Goshawk.  The  Goshawk  seen  this  year 
was  flying  toward  Onoville  Station.  Remember  that  there  was  an  incursion  of  this 
species  during  the  winter  of  I95I-I952,  and  any  remnant  would  augment  those  which 
breed  in  the  mountains  of  Pennsylvania.  The  southern  portions  of  Chautauqua  and 
Cattaraugus  counties  contain  good  habitat  for  this  species.  They  are  also  just 
north  of  the  Goshawk  breeding  area  in  Pennsylvania,  thus  offering  the  possibility 
that  the  surplus  has  moved  into  western  New  York.  Certainly  the  factors  involved 
give  us  reason  to  believe  the  Goshawk  may  be  breeding  here. 

Art  Schaffner 


LOBSTERMAN 

Here  is  an  extract  from  a  letter  which  the  late  James  Creighton  received  from 
his  sister  in  Maine.  The  story  shows  the  Maine  lobsterman’s  depth  of  feeling  and 
interest  in  nature. 

”Roy  Seavey  and  Dand  Herrick  were  lobstering  beyond  Burnt  Island  on  a  cold, 
rainy,  foggy  day  last  week  and,  as  they  were  pulling  their  traps,  heard  something  on 
the  stern  of  their  boat.  There  much  to  their  surprise  were  several  little  birds 
just  sitting  and  some  sleeping.  Roy  went  to  the  stern  and  one  flew  up  and  landed  on 
his  shoulder  and  seemed  to  be  trying  to  get  next  to  his  neck  for  warmth.  Another 
flew  on  Dana  Herrick’s  arm,  and  immediately  went  to  sleep.  They  stayed  so  for 
several  minutes  and  then  went  back  to  their  perch.  The  men  started  for  home,  and  as 
they  came  opposite  Teel’s  Island  one  bird  started  for  shore,  but  before  he  made  it 
he  fell  into  the  water.  What  I  think  is  wonderful  -  Seavey  said  ’I  can’t  let  the 
little  bird  drown’.  He  turned  back,  swung  into  shore,  and  finally  get  the  bird  back 
on  board  where  he  put  it  on  the  engine  house  and  gave  it  crumbs.  The  bird  stayed 
there  peacefully  sleeping  until  the  boat  reached  Plaasant  Point  Gut,  ''/hen  they  came 
to  Walt  Young’s  lobster  car  there  were  some  flies  flitting  about.  The  bird  came  to 
with  a  start  and  made  a  beeline  for  the  flies.  Then,  when  the  fishermen  went  ashore, 
they  went  to  Mrs .  Seavey’s,  who  has  a  bird  book.  In  it  they  found  their  birds  -  one 
was  a  Maryland  '  '  Warbler  and  another  a  Magnolia  -  and  isn’t  that  a  good  story”. 

(*)  The  Maryland  Warbler  was  undoubtedly  a  Yellowthroat .  -  Editor 

ORLEANS  COUNTY  AND  LAKE  ONTARIO  SHORE  FIELD  TRIP  -  NOVEMBER  1,  1953 

The  trip  was  preceded  by  a  terrific  downpour  of  rain.  This  did  not  discourage 
us  and  the  weather  improved  as  we,  a  group  of  thirteen,  proceeded  to  Lake  Ontario. 

At  Somerset  eighty  Goldfinches,  Chickadees,  Blue  Jays,  White-br.  Nuthatches,  and 
Red-Cr.  Nuthatches  flew  in  and  about  a  tall  cedar  wind-break.  North  of  Lyndcnville 
our  group  entered  the  Methodist  camp  where  Common  Loons,  White-w.  Scoters,  Surf 
Scoters  and  American  Scoters,  were  seen. 

The  highlight  of  the  day  presented  itself  to  us  in  a  pasture  near  Lakeside.  (94-) 
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Wo  saw  several  Black-bellied  Plovers  amongst  a  herd  of  cows  and  flock  of  pigeons. 
Close  by  four  hundred  Snow  Buntings  drifted  over  an  open  field,  holding  the 
attention  of  everyone. 

East  of  Lakeside  five  hundred  Brants  were  observed  flying  over  Dike  Ontario 
and  near  the  dioru,  a  raft  of  White  winged  Scoters,  American  Scoters  and  Canada 
Goose  swam  about. 

Fred  B.  Vanderbles,  Leader 

NIAGARA  LOOP  FIELD  TRIP  -  NOVEMBER  29.  1953 

My  reaction  to  a  Niagara  Loop  trip  on  a  stormy  day  during  duck  hunting  season  is 
that  we  should  plan  to  go  elsewhere.  (I  can  say  this  without  reflection  on  anyone 
else  because  I  was  chairman  of  the  committee  which  plannedthe  trip  on  that  date)* 
The  turnout  for  the  trip  reflected  what  the  members  thought  of  the  plan.  Those  who 
went  saw  dozens  of  decoys  at  every  good  duck  spot  until  we  arrived  at  Buckhom 
Island  State  Park.  Then  we  had  a  wonderful  time.  The  immature  Florida  Gallinule 
caused  us  considerable  study  and  all  the  other  species  we  observed  gave  us  great 
delight.  How  thankful  we  are  that  the  area  is  a  ref uge  1  When  we  drove  down  the 
dirt  road  to  the  point  where  the  bridge  is  out,  we  were  very  happy  to  see  the  fine 
area  for  dozens  of  bird  hous  s  including  so  many  fine  sites  for  Wood  Ducks  boxes. 


Anna  Mae  Bacon  -  Leader 


PROGRAM  -  MEETINGS 


Regular 
8:00  PM 
Jan.  13 

Jan.  27 
Feb.  10 


meetings  are  held  in  the  Humboldt  Room  of  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  at 
on  Wednesday: 

-  Report  of  Christmas  Census  by  Ruth  Avery  -  N.Y.  State  Check  List  - 

Bernard  Nathan,  Moderator 

-  Bird  Identifications  with  Skins  by  Clark  S.  Beardslee. 

-  Book  Review  by  Marie  Wendling  -  Grand  Island  Sanctuaries  by  the  Committees 

concerned. 


PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 

Winter  field  trips  may  be  cancelled  at  the  discretion  of  the  leader  because  of 
treacherous  driving  or  poor  visibility. 

Fri.,  Jan.  1  -  Christmas  Census;  Leader:  Mrs.  Charles  W •  Avery  (EM.  5112).  South 

Hill  Rd.,  R.D.  -fl 4,  Hamburg,  N.Y. 

Sun.,  Jan.  24  -  Niagara  Loop,  Brock’s  Monument,  and  north  to  the  lake.  Leader: 

Harold  Rice.  Meet  at  Peace  Bridge  at  7:30  A.M. 

Sat.,  Feb.  13  -  Grand  Island.  Leader:  K.  Praemassing.  Meet  at  1:00  P.M.  at 

Delaware  and  Hertel, 

Sun.,  Feb.  28  -  Ontario  Plain.  Plans  to  be  announced. 

NOTE:  According  to  The  Prothonotary  records  tho  Little  Gull  (Larus  minutus)  has 
been  reported  for  every  month  of  the  year  except  March  and  July.  Probably 

no  other  area  in  the  United  States  can  make  this  claim*  -  Art  Schaffner 

****** 

Please  mail  your  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  tho  third  day  of  the 
following  month  to  Art  Schaffner,  170  Laurel  St.,  Buffalo  8,  N.Y. 

EDITOR:  Ray  McCann,  799  Potomac  Ave.,  Buffalo  9,  N.Y. 

THE. -SURER:  Harold  Rice,  16  West  Park  Road  -  Grand  Island,  N.Y. 
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Published  Monthly  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society ,Inc . 

Buffalo,  New  York 


THE  MONTH 


December  was  mild,  the  seventh  warmest  on  record,  with  the  average  temperature 
5,6°  above  normal.  This  encouraged  many  birds  to  postpone  their  southward  departure. 
One  result  was  that  from  a  number  of  localities  came  reports  of  warblers,  mostly 
still  without  formal  verification.  Myrtles  were  most  common,  but  several  were 
unidentified  to  species,  though  definitely  not  Myrtles.  Many  of  the  kinds  of  birds 
that  depend  on  shallow  water  and  its  borders  stayed  north  with  us  much  beyond  their 
usual  time,  such  as  several  species  of  surface-feeding  ducks,  Coots,  a  Gallinule,  a 
Virginia  Rail,  Killdeer  and  Snipe.  Most  of  these  were  not  seen  after  a  brief  wintry 
period  in  the  middle  of  the  month  which  belatedly  froze  these  shallows  such  as  at 
Buckhorn  Island  State  Park  Refuge  where  the  heaviest  concentrations  of  such  birds 
were  staying. 

Snowy  Owl  and  Gray  Shrike  records  continued  to  indicate  that  it  is  a  flight 
year  for  these  species.  Interesting  to  us  because  of  their  uncommon  and  local 
occurrence  throughout  most  of  our  area,  are  the  Red-throated  Loon,  Harlequin  and 
Eider  Ducks,  It  is  good  to  have  some  Bald  Eagles  around  the  Niagara  River  again. 

Our  total  list  of  263  for  the  year  is  close  to  the  recent  average, 

Harold  H.  Axtell 
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tt  tt 

ft 

30 

1 

Horseshoe  Falls, Ont. 

tt 

3 

1 

Bird  Island  Pier 

tt 

25 

95 (max) 

3)t*  Weller  to  McNab, 
Ont. 

tt 

5 

4 

Beaver  &  Buckhorn  Is 
State  Park 

It 

6 

10(max) 

Buckhorn  Is.St.Pk. 

ft 

12 

2 

Niagara  River 

tt 


27L 


Schaffner,  Nathan, Rice 

Axtells 

Schaffner 

Schaffner , Nathan , Rice 

Axtells 

Schaffner 

Axtells 

Nathan,  Schaffner, Rice 
Schaffner 

Mitchell  etal(B0S  Trip) 
Schaffner , Nathan , Thorpe 
Axtells 

S  chaf fner , Nathan , Thorpe 
Axtells 

Schaffner,  Thorpe 
Schaffner 

Mitchell  etal  (BOS  Trip) 
Nathan , Schaffner , Thorpe 
Al.  Smith 
Salisburys,  Smiths 
Woldman,  Pittell 
Schaffner 

Al.  Smith  &  family 

Schaffner, Nathan, Rice 
Axtells 

Mitchell  etal (BOS  Trip) 
Averys 


1  Hamburg 

(caught  by  the  Averys  in  their  garage,  banded  by  Mrs .  Bacon, 
then  released  at  Chestnut  Ridge  Park  to  start  off  the 


tt 

Aud. 

20 

Soc. 

3 

Christmas  Census) 

Buckhorn  Is.  St.Pk, 

Gamble, Windsor, 

tt 

11 

1 

Lackawanna 

Dr.  Osgood  et  al 
Louis  W.  Stiles  rep. 

Fisk 

and  released 

at  Buckhorn  Is.St.Pk, 

Axtell 

tt 

1,6 

1 

on  Dec.  12) 
Buckhorn  Is.St.Pk, 

Axtells 

tt 

5 

10 

tt  tt  it  tt 

Schaffner , Nathan , Ric< 

tt 

6 

15 (max)  «  "  "  » 

Axtells 

tt 

1 

1 

Beaver  Is.St.Pk, 

tt 

tt 

6 

1 

Buckhorn  Is.St.Pk, 

tt 

it 

6 

10 

at  Warners  (on  Chautauqua 

tt 

6 

7 

Lake) 

McNab,  Ont. 

Taylor 

Al.  &  M.  Smith 

tt 

7L 

3 

Pt.  Abino,Ft.Erie, 

Ont,  Schaffner,  Thorpe 

n 

6l 

1 

Buckhorn  Is.St.Pk, 

Axtells 

tt 

24 

1 

Squaw  Island 

Mitchell 

tt 

28 

1 

Hamlin  Beach  St.Pk. 

Brockner 

tt 

31 

1 

Squaw  Island 

Mitchell 

tt 

24 

400 

Squaw  Island 

tt 

tt 

26 

500 (max)  Bird  Island  Pier 

Schaffner,  Nathan 

tt 

24 

1 

Squaw  Island 

Mitchell 

tt 

26 

1 

Bird  Island 

Schaffner 

tt 

11 

1 

Buckhorn  Is.St.Pk, 

tt 

tt 

13 

1 

LaSalle 

Heilborns 
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Snowy  Owl 

Dec 

.  17 

1 

Tonawanda 

Lindemann  rep,  Axtell 

n 

20 

1 

Cassadaga 

M.  &  S.  Ruttenbur 

tr 

30 

1 

Squaw  Island  Bay 

W oldman,  Pitt ell 

Long-eared  Owl 

ft 

6 

1 

Buckhorn  Is.  St.  Pk. 

Axtells 

tt 

12 

1 

tt  tt  it  it 

Gamble,  Thill 

tt 

20 

2 

Cook*s  Mi 11s, Ont. 

White 

Short-eared  Owl 

it 

31 

1 

Connecting  Blvd. 

Rice 

Belted  Kingfisher 

n 

7 

1 

McNab,  Ont. 

Al.  &  M.  Smith 

it 

12 

1 

Buckhorn  Is.St.Pk, 

Gamble,  Thill 

tt 

12 

1 

Lasalle 

Heilborns 

n 

12 

1 

Duffer in  Is lands, Ont. 

Mitchell  etal(BOS  Trip) 

it 

20 

1 

Thorn  Thicket 

Gamble,  Thill 

Flicker 

tt 

13 

2 

Stevensville,  Niagara 

Falls , Ont . 

Nathan , Thorpe , Schaffner 

(daily) 

1 

Penhurst  Pk.,Bflo. 

Blackburn  rep,  Eschelman 

(at  feeding  station) 

Red-headed  Wdpkr. 

»t 

6l 

1 

Beaver  Is.St.Pk. 

Axtells 

Carolina  Wren 

tt 

1-31 

1 

Pt.  Colborne,Ont. 

White 

Robin 

tt 

1 

4 

Beaver  Is.  St.  Pk. 

Axtells 

tt 

9 

1 

Lasalle 

Heilborns 

tt 

13 

3 

Beaver  Is.St.Pk. 

Woldman 

t» 

19 

3 

Forest  Lawn 

Mitchell 

tt 

27 

2 

Brock ’ 3  Monument , Ont . 

Salisbury,  Fluellon 

Cedar  Waxwing 

early  Dec.  42 (: 

max)  Forest  Lawn 

Mitchell 

Dec 

.  19 

2 

tt  if 

it 

Gray  Shrike 

ft 

7 

2 

Windmill  Pt . ,  Pt .  Abino , 

Ont.  . 

Schaffner,  Thorpe 

tt 

12 

2 

Buckhorn  Is.St.Pk., 

Love  Rd. 

Gamble,  Thill 

tt 

23 

1 

Rose  Hill,  Ont.  . 

Fisk 

it 

28 

1 

Bflo.  to  Hamlin 

Brockner 

Myrtle  Warbler 

ft 

13 

2 

Niagara  Gorge 

Nathan , Thorpe , Schaf f ner , 

Al  Smith 

Grackle 

it 

16, 

30  1 

Pt.  Colborne,Ont. 

White 

Cowbird 

tt 

7 

2 

Brookfield, Ont . 

Schaffner,  Thorpe 

it 

13 

7 

Morgan  Pt . , Ont , 

White 

Purple  Finch 

it 

9 

2 

Camelot  Beach, Ont. 

tt 

Goldfinch 

ft 

11 

10 

Duffer in  Is., Ont. 

Schaffner 

tt 

27 

15 

Br  ock ’ s  Monument , Ont . 

Salisbury,  Fluellon 

Snow  Bunting 

ti 

16 

60 

Jamestown 

Parker 

TOTAL  FOR  1953  -  - 

species, 

identifiable  subspecies 

and  named  hybrids. 

ADDENDA: 
Sanderling 
Mourning  Dove 
Ruby-cr.  Kinglet 
Chipping  Sparrow 


Nov.  8L 
"  29 

"  15 

"  22L 


1  Erie  Beach, Ont. 

82 (max)  Alden 
1  Pt.  Abino,Ont. 

1  Lewiston 


Rew,  Gamble 
Wolf ling 

Rew  et  al  (Aud.  Trip) 
Klabundes 


ERR AT  A : 

Vol,  19.  No.  9,  Page  64  -  Bl. -capped  Warbler  -  Aug.  29F  -  1  -  Delaware  Park  -Schaffner 

Should  read  Bl. -capped  Warbler  -  Aug.  29F  -  1  -  Delaware  Park  - 

Mitchell 

Vol.  19,  No.  12,  Page  91  -  Delete  from  the  records  -  Lapland  Long spur  -  Nov.  15-4- 
vox.  xv,  imo.  x  ,  *  Can.  Shore  of  Lake  Erie  -  Rew  et  al  (Aud. Trip) 
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B.O.S.  Twenty-Fifth  ANNUAL  CHRISTMAS  BIRD  COUNT 

January  1,  1954  ' 


The  day  was  mostly  cloudy;  the  temperature  19°-38°,  with  one  inch  of  snow  on 
the  ground  in  the  morning.  The  wind  was  SW  15-36  mile3  per  hour,  or  an  average  of 
22.3,  which  probably  accounted  for  the  small  numbers  of  land  birds  seen.  Fourteen 
territories  (plus  three  feeding  stations)  were  covered  by  fifty-one  observers. 

There  were  67  species  reported,  with  a  total  of  29,477  individual  birds.  This 
is  a  new  high  for  individuals,  but  four  below  the  high  for  number  of  species.  How¬ 
ever,  there  were  six  additional  species  observed  on  other  days  during  the  census 
period:  Harlequin  Duck,  Iceland  Gull,  Kumlien’s  Gull,  Snowy  Owl,  Short-eared  Owl, 
and  Belted  Kingfisher.  There  were  two  new  species  adided  this  year,-  a  Coot  seen  by 
Axtells  and  Thorpe,  and  three  White-winged  Crossbills,  reported  by  Rosche  and 
Eschelmans. 


This  is  the  second  year  for  Grackle  (seen  at  Mr.  Tulinoff’s  feeding  station); 
the  second  report  of  Cedar  laxwing;  the  third  year  for  Red-throated  Loon,  King 
Eider,  and  Myrtle  Warbler;  the  fourth  year  for  Little  Gull;  and  the  fifth  year  a 
Ruddy  Duck  was  reported  (seen  by  Bacon,  Creighton,  and  Melberg  in  Mr.  Savage’s 
territory,  as  were  the  Redheads).  There  were  high  counts  for  Great  Blue  Heron, 
Black-crowned  Night  Heron,  Ring-necked  Duck,  Herring  Gull,  Ring-billed  Gull  (almost 
three  times  the  previous  high),  Gray  Shrike  (which  is  back  after  a  three  years1 
absence,  and  which  was  observed  in  eight  territories),  Goldfinch  (more  than  the 
total  of  the  last  eight  years),  White-throated  Sparrow,  There  were  fewer  Mallard, 
Black  Duck,  Pintail,  Canva 3-back,  Lesser  Scaup,  American  Merganser,  Red-breasted 
Merganser,  Cooper’s  Hawk ,  Rough-legged  Hawk,  Pheasant,  and  Blue  Jay.  There  were 
low  counts  for  Great  Horned  Owl  and  Winter  Wren,  and  fewer  Chickadee  and  White¬ 
breasted  Nuthatch  than  for  the  past  ten  years,  fewer  Brown  Creeper  than  for  the  last 
seven  years,  fewer  House  Sparrow  than  for  the  last  five  years.  The  Bald  Eagle 
equalled  a  previous  high  in  1946  and  the  Mourning  Dove  has  returned  after  a  two 
years’  absence. 


At  the  end  of  the  day  thirty- two  of  the  group  met  at  the  Delqua  Restaurant  to 
relate  their  experiences. 


Ruth  B.  Avery,  Leader 


Territories  and  Observers 

A.  Buffalo  harbor  to  Peace  Bridge,  Niagara  River  Canadian  shore  north  of  Peace 
Bridge  to  and  including  Niagara  Falls,  Ontario  -  James  Savage,  William  H. 

Almendinger, 

B.  Ontario  -  inland  west  of  Queen  Elizabeth  Way,  south  of  Town  Line  Road  -  not 

covered. 

C.  Ontario  -  inland  west  of  Sodom  Road  between  Town  Line  Road  and  Portage  Road, 
Niagara  Gorge  -  Bernard  Nathan,  Mary  Louise  Emerson,  Alan  Smith,  Michael  Smith, 
Stephen  Smith,  Fred  Salisbury,  Gordon  Flucllon,  Arthur  Schaffner,  Irwin 
Woldman,  James  Braunbems,  Frank  Witebsky. 

D.  American  shore  of  Niagara  River  north  of  Peace  Bridge  to  Tonawanda  Creek,  west 
of  Military  Road  —  Harold  D.  Mitchell,  Fred  T.  Hall,  Philip  S,  Greene,  Mr,  & 

Mrs.  Winston  W.  Brockner.  ^  * 

E.  Buffalo  and  Kenmore  -  east  of  Military  Road,  south  of  Sheridan  Drive,  west  of 

Niagara  Falls  Blvd.  and  Main  Street,  north  of  Porter  and  North  Streets  - 
includes  Forest  Lawn,  Delaware  Park,  and  Lincoln  Park  -  M^rie  Wendling, 

Margaret  Wendling,  Gertrude  Webster.  , 

F.  Tonawanda  and  North  Tonawanda  -  south  of  Erie  Avenue,  east  of  Military  Road, 
north  of  Sheridan  Drive,  West  of  Niagara  Falls  Blvd.  -  includes  Elmlawn  and 
White  Chapel  Cemeteries,  Ellicott  Creek  Park,  Tonawanda  Creek,  and  Tonawanda 
Island  -  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Raymond  C.  Kirsch. 


(4) 


G,  American  shore  of  Niagara  River  from  Erie  Avenue  in  North  Tonawanda  to  Grand 
Island  Bridge  in  Niagara  Falls  -  inland  territory  bound  by  Erie  Avenue,  Shawnee 
Road,  Lockport  Road,  Military  Road,  and  64th  Street  -  includes  Cayuga  Island, 
Niagara  Falls  dump,  Walmore  dump,  and  Wurlitzer  -  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Walter  Klabunde, 
Philip  Klabunde,  Maurice  Ward.. 

H.  Niagara  Falls  west  of  64th  Street,  south  of  Military  Road  and  Lockport  Road  - 
includes  shore  from  Grand  Island  Bridge  to  Rainbow  Bridge,  Goat  Island,  and 
Hyde  Park  -  Mrs.  &  Mr.  Edward  C.  Ulrich,  Lena  Turner,  Mrs.  Mercedeth  Lovelace, 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Axel  Heilborn,  A.V.  Tulinoff. 

I.  Rogerson’s  feeding  station,  Niagara  Falls,  N.Y.  -  Wheeler  M.  Rogerson. 

J,  Grand  Island  south  of  Fix  Road  -  Dr.  &  Mrs,  Harold  H.  Axtell,  Heather  G*  Thorpe. 

K.  Grand  Island  north  of  Fix  Road,  south  of  Staley  Road,  southwest  of  Connecting 
Blvd.  -  Harold  D.  Mitchell,  Fred  T.  Hall,  Philip  S.  Greene  ,  Dohald  J.  Gamble, 
David  Kanski,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Winston  W.  Brockner. 

L,  Grand  Island  north  of  Staley  Road,  west  of  Baseline  Road,  south  of  Bedell  Road  - 
Mrs,  Helen  M.  Creighton,  Mrs.  John  E.  Bacon,  Mrs.  Leroy  C.  Melberg. 

M,  Grand  Island  east  of  Baseline  Road,  south  of  Bedell  Road,  west  of  Stony  Point 
Road,  south  of  Whitehaven  Road,  north  of  Staley  Road,  north-east  of  Connecting 
Blvd.  -  Cyril  T.  Wolf ling. 

N.  Grand  Island  north  of  Whitehaven  Road,  east  of  Stony  Point  Road,  south  of 
Ransom  Road  -  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Richard  Byron, 


0.  Grand  Island  east  of  Baseline  Road  and  Woods  Creek,  north  of  Bedell  and  Ransom 
Roads  -  H.  K.  Inskip. 


P.  Grand  Island  north 

of  Bedell 

Road,  west 

-  of  Baseline  Road  and  Woods  Creek, 

Buckhorn  Island  - 

Richard  C. 

Rosche,  Dr 

■.  &  Mrs.  Karl  F.  Eschelman. 

Bird  List 

Species 

Number 

Territory 

Species 

Number 

Territory 

Common  Loon 

3 

AC 

Ring-b.  Gull 

1,256 

Red-throated  Loon 

2 

C 

B  onapar te f  s  Gull 

2,400 

Horned  Grebe 

14 

ACJ 

Little  Gull 

1 

C 

Great  Blue  Heron 

20 

JP 

Mourning  Dove 

2 

CL 

B.-cr.  Night  Heron 

14 

E 

Screech  Owl 

7 

EGJ 

Mallard 

243 

Great  Horned  Owl 

1 

C 

Black  Duck 

799 

Flicker 

2 

JO 

Gadwall 

5 

P 

Hairy  Woodpecker 

8 

Pintail 

14 

H 

Downy  Woodpecker 

29 

Redhead 

15 

A 

Prairie  Horned  Lark 

7 

MN 

Ring-necked  Duck 

19 

A 

Blue  Jay 

31 

Canvas -back 

9,281 

Crow 

230 

Greater  Scaup 

1,880 

Black-c.  Chickadee 

45 

Lesser  Scaup 

2 

C 

White-br.  Nuthatch 

15 

Amer.  Golden-eye 

1,565 

Brown  Creeper 

17 

Buffi e-head 

101 

ACHJP 

Winter  Wren 

1 

C 

Old -squaw 

105 

ACHJ0P 

Robin 

2 

E 

King  Eider 

1 

A 

Golden-cr.  Kinglet 

29 

CDHJKP 

White-w .  Sc  oter 

6 

ACHJ 

Cedar  Waxwing 

2 

E 

Ruddy  Duck 

1 

A 

Gray  Shrike 

13 

CDGKLMNP 

Amer.  Merganser 

600 

Starling 

2,417 

Red-br.  Merganser 

322 

Myrtle  Warbler 

3 

C 

Cooper's  Hawk 

1 

G 

House  Sparrow 

1,112 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

20 

Red-w.  Blackbird 

4 

HJ 

Rough-leg.  Hawk 

1 

C 

Grackle 

1 

H 

Bald  Eagle 

4 

CP 

Cardinal 

18 

Marsh  Hawk 

6 

CLP 

Goldfinch 

70 

C 

Sparrow  Hawk 

45 

White-w.  Crossbill 

3 

P 

Ruffed  Grouse 

6 

C 

Slate-col.  Junco 

75 

Pheasant 

18  <9 

Tree  Sparrow 

358 

Coot 

1 

J 

White-th.  Sparrow 

5 

CD 

Glaucous  Gull 

1 

C 

Swamp  Sparrow 

7 

CP 

Gt.-black-b.  Gull 

38 

Song  Sparrow 

12 

CDG  (5) 

Herring  Gull 

5,970 

Bird  List  (con*t.) 

Thi3  report  has  not  been  procedsed  through  the  usual  formal  verifying  channels 
for  Noteworthy  Records,  However,  most  of  the  more  unusual  reports  have  had  some 
informal  verification.  -  Editor 


A  CONTRIBUTION  TO  THE  UNDERSTANDING  OF  PREDATORY  BIRDS 

A  frequently  expressed  misconception  about  hawks  is  that  any  one  of  the  pri¬ 
marily  bird-eating  species  "can  catch  a  bird  any  time  it  wants  to.n  An  abundance  of 
evidence  has  shown  this  idea  to  be  false,  however,  I  have  seen  dozens  of  apparently 
earnest  attempts  by  hawks  to  catch  birds,  of  which  fewer  than  ten  per-cent  were 
successful. 

A  recent  observation  furnished  a  good  example.  About  two  miles  west  of 
Ridgeway,  Ontario,  in  the  morning  of  October  8,  1953,  I  sraw  a  Sharp-shinned  Hawk 
just  as  it  dived  into  a  field  of  uncut  corn,  from  which  exploded  60  to  70  Starlings, 
Red-winged  Blackbirds,  and  House  Sparrows,  Unsuccessful  in  this  assult,  it  swooped 
upward  into  a  large  maple  from  which  it  sent  more  of  the  same  species  scurrypng.  The 
hawk  then  dived  rapidly  toward  a  roadside  choke-cherry  thicket  from  which  we,‘e 
issuing  the  sounds  of  a  chirping  chorus  of  House  Sparrows.  Through  this  thipket  the 
hawk  passed  so  fast  that  it  must  have  been  gone  again  almost  before  the  sparrows 
knew  it  had  come;  at  least  none  of  the  latter  flew  out  of  the  bush,  but  the  tone  of 
their  voices  changed  decidedly.  Gliding  upward  to  a  telephone  wire,  it  perched  for 
nearly  a  minute,  glaring  now  and  then  toward  the  thicket  where  the  sparrows  were 
still  excitedly  uttering  their  danger  calls.  Soon  it  dashed  away,  skimming  low 
above  the  corn  until  it  abruptly  shot  upward  in  close  pursuit  of  a  Goldfinch T 
Quickly  the  Accipitor  maneuvered  to  thrust  its  talons  upward,  but  the  Goldfinch 
evaded  its  clutch  by  inches.  Without  attempting  to  renew  the  pursuit,  the  ^harp- 
shin  circled  to  a  height  of  some  500  feet,  and  evidently  sighting  a  new  quarry, 
dropped  into  a  long  slanting  dive  that  terminated  below  ray  range  of  vision.  Within 
a  few  seconds,  however,  it  reappeared,  again  frustrated.  Continuing  westward,  it 
soon  passed  beyond  my  view. 

During  the  brief  observation  described  in  the  foregoing  account,  this  hawk  made 
five  onslaughts,  all  unsuccessful,  on  more  than  a  hundred  birds.  This  and  numerous 
similar  observations  suggest  that  most  birds  intended  as  prey  evade  the  attacks  of 
hawks.  This  means  of  course  that  for  every  bird  it  captures,  the  predator  piust 
match  its  speed,  agility,  and  alertness  against  many  prey  prospects,  as  related 
above.  From  this  it  follows  logically  that,  if  there  are  enough  hawks,  any  diseased 
and  incompetent  individuals  of  the  prey  species  will  very  likely  be  encountered 
sooner  or  later  and  destroyed  by  a  predator  trying  to  find  just  such  a  prey— one  it 
can  catch.  This  is  a  beneficial  process,  one  that  reduces  the  ever-present  threat 
of  contagious  disease  among  song  and  game  birds  and  one  that  eliminates  many  of  the 
hereditarily  unfit  among  them  so  that  the  unfitness  is  not  passed  on  to  future 
generations . 

It  is  believed  by  students  of  predator-prey  relationships  that  predators  help 
keep  their  prey  species  healthy  and  fit  — that  their  predators  are  good  for  them, 
perhaps  even  necessary.  Let’s  learn  this  message,  think  about  it,  and  pass  it  on 
whenever  and  wherever  it  may  be  needed. 

Harold  H.  Axtell 


THE  PROFANETARY 

On  November  13th,  the  B.O.S.  will  celebrate  its  twenty-fifth  anniversary. 

Please  send  your  contributions  for  publication  in  THE  PROFANETARY  to  the  Chairman  of 
the  Anniversary  Committee,  Winston  Brockner,  63  Ardmore  Place,  Buffalo  13,  N.Y, 
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MEMBERS 


The  Society  welcomes  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Nathan  C.  Eastman,  121  Sixtieth  St., 

Niagara  Falls,  N„Y. 

Mr.  &  Mrs,  Harold  Rice  have  been  made  active  members* 


PROGRAM  -  MEETINGS 

Regular  meetings  are  held  in  the  Humboldt  Room  of  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science 
at  8:00  P.M.  on  Wednesday, 

February  10  -  Book  Review  by  Marie  Wendling  -  Grand  Island  Sanctuaries  by  the 

Committees  concerned. 

February  24  -  Binding  in  Cuba  by  Steve  Eaton. 

March  10  -  Bird  Banding  at  Rose  Hill,  Ontario  by  Mrs.  Bradley  Fisk. 


PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 

hint or  field  trips  may  be  cancelled  at  the  discretion  of  the  leader  because  of 
treacherous  driving  or  poor  visibility. 

Saturday,  February  13  -  Grand  Island.  Leader:  K.  Praemassing  (VI.  3289).  Meet  at 

Delaware  and  Hertcl  at  1:00  P.M. 

Sunday,  February  28  -  Ontario  Plain.  Leader:  Uilliam  C.  Vaughan  (Lewiston  68-007), 

Meet  at  Delaware  and  Hertel  at  7:30  A.M. 

Sunday,  March  21  -  Sinks.  Leader:  Irwin  Woldnan  .  Meet  at  University  Plaza  at 

7:00  A.M. 


FLICKER 

T.hat  fun  it  is  to  do  the  dishes  when  our  back  yard  visitors  put  on  a  show  J  Our 
Flicker,  eats  the  suet  that  falls  to  the  ground  when  the  Downy  Woodpeckers  or 
Starlings  hammer  at  it.  Today,  the  flicker  after  eating  went  to  the  bird  bath.  He 
took  a  drink  of  the  water  on  top  of  the  layer  of  ice.  As  he  drank,  he  discovered 
that  there  was  enough  water  to  splash  his  face  if  he  flipped  his  bill.  Then  he 
found  the  ice  moved,  so  he  got  into  the  bath.  The  ice  went  to  the  bottom,  the 
Flicker  bathed  sliding  from  side  to  side,  and  the  ice  rounded  up  on  the  opposite 
side.  A  Starling  and  a  sparrow  perched  on  the  edge  of  the  bath  to  watch  the  perfor¬ 
mance,  and  to  get  a  little  of  the  splash.  The  Flicker  was  having  a  rollicking  time 
in  his  winter  bath.  He  stayed  in  so  long  I  began  to  wonder  if  it  was  too  slippery 
for  him  to  get  out.  After  a  while  he  flew  to  the  north  side  of  the  catalpa  tree 
where  he  often  rests,  much  to  our  joy, 

Mary  Louise  Emerson 


Please  mail  your  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  third  day  of  the 
following  month  to  Art  Schaffner,  170  Laurel  Street,  Buffalo  8,  New  York. 

EDITOR:  Ray  McCann,  799  Potomac  Avenue,  Buffalo  9,  New  York 

TREASURER:  Harold  Rice,  16  West  Park  Road,  Grand  Island,  New  York 
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Published  Monthly  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society , Inc. 

Buffalo,  New  York 


THE  MONTH 


January  wqs  the  first  month  with  the  average  temperature  below  normal  siince 
October,  1952.  The  temperatures  were  highly  variable,  but  no  records  were  broken. 
Precipitation  was  about  normal  and  well  distributed.  There  were  no  severe  wind¬ 
storms.  Though  the  weather  was  near  normal,  the  birding  was  exceptionally  good,  as 
is  attested  by  the  unusually  high  total  of  91  species  for  the  month,  and  the  long 
list  of  noteworthy  records.  Conspicuous  contributions  to  the  latter  are  the  Gray 
Shrike  and  Snowy  Owl,  but  most  importantly  the  large  number  of  records  of  half- 
hardy  species.  Studying  the  reports,  one  gets  the  impression  that  there  may  also 
have  been  more  than  the  usual  amount  of  January  field  activity  among  our  members. 
Deserving  of  special  mention  is  the  all-time  high  of  five  Harlequin  Ducks, 

Harold  H.  Axtell 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


indicates  first  report  of  the  year 
tt  n  »»  »»  »»  season 


Red-throated  Loon 

Jan 

.  3 

^Red-necked  Grebe 

H 

9 

^Pied-billed  Grebe 

n 

9 

ii 

23 

Gt.  Blue  Heron 

n 

17 

B.-cr.  Night  Heron 

it 

3 

»i 

10 

Gadwall 

i» 

11 

Pintail 

ii 

30 

Redhead 

ii 

3 

Canvas-back 

ti 

2/ 

1  near  Baker *s  Creek, Ont. 

1  Ft.  Erie, Ont. 

1  Niagara  Falls, N.Y. 

2  Frewsburg 


14(max)Buckhorn  Is.St.Pk. 

(reports  indicate  local  occurrence  only) 


Schaffner,Brownstein 
Nathan , Ward , Emerson 
Nathan,  tt  n 
Hiller, Aherns,  rep. 

Parker 

Heilborns 


l(dead)  Niagara  Gorge 
15-17  Forest  Lawn 

4  Three  Sister  Islands 

44 (max) Goat  Island 

40(max)Erie  County 


Schaffner,Brownstein 
Braunberns , Nathan , 
Thorpe,  et  al 
Schaffner 

Heilborns ,Klabundes 

etal 

Brockners 

Emersons,  Schaffner 


[seen  at  ausK  wnen  tney  were  ~  —  — * - 

was  witnessed  when  thousands  of  these  and  other  waterfowl  filled  t  e 
air,  having  been  disturbed  by  the  presence  of  an  iinm.  B^-ld, Eagle) 
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Lessor  Scaup 


Buffle-head 
* Harlequin  Duck 


J an .  2 
"  3 

**  30 

**  24 

«»  ^ 


5 

9 

5 

300 


Ferry  Village (Grand  Is )schaffnor, Emersons 


Erie  County 
Niagara  River 
Ft.  Eric, Ont. 


Jan,  4,19,24,28,30  1-3 


5 (max) Horseshoe  Falls, Ont. 

Niagara  Gorge, Youngstown 
Goat  Island  Klabundes 


Brockners 

Mitchell,  L.E.  Hicks 
Schaf f ner , Ric  e , Nathan , 
et  al  (BOS  Trip) 
Schaf fner,  Brownstein 


Jan *11 

5(max)Horseshoe  Falls, Ont. 

Schaffner 

Niagara  Gorge,  Three  Sister  Islands (one  male 

in  fair  plumage 

Rice, Nathan, etal (BOS  Tr) 

it 

24 

3 

Goat  Island 

tt 

30 

3 

it  it 

Mitchell, L.E.  Hicks, 
Nathan, Ward 

White-w,  Scoter 

it 

17 

12 

Youngstown 

Brockners 

it 

24 

5 

Niagara  Loop 

Rice, Nathan, etal (BOS  Tr) 

^Hooded  Merganser 

tt 

3 

1 

Erie  County 

Brockners 

Rod-br.  Merganser 

tt 

2 

400(max)Beaver  Is.St.Pk. 

Schaffner,  Emersons 

Cooper’s  Hawk 

ti 

8 

1 

Hamburg 

Averys 

it 

15 

1 

Tifft  St. 

Gamble 

tt 

19 

1 

Can. side  of  Nia. River 

Fisk 

tt 

23 

1 

Tifft  Street 

Nathan,  Schaffner 

it 

24 

1 

Modeltown 

Rice, Klabunde  s , e tal 

(BOS  Trip) 

Rough-leg.  Hawk 

tt 

3 

5 

New  Rd.,  Modeltown 

Schaffner,  Brownstein 

ti 

10 

8(max)Lockoort  &  vicinity 

Hall,  P.  Greene 

it 

24 

1 

York  Corners 

McMurtrys 

tt 

24 

5 

Modeltown,  Grand  Is. 

Rice, Nathan, etal  (BOS  Tr) 

it 

30 

2 

Derby 

Braunberns 

it 

30 

1 

Goat  Island 

Klabundes 

Bald  Eagle 

it 

2 

2 

Chautauqua  Lake 

Anders on, Roger  Sundell, 

it 

2 

1 

Beaver  Is.St.Pk, 

rep.  Parker 

Emersons,  Schaffner 

it 

3 

1 

near  Baker’s  Creek, Ont 

.  Schaffner,  Brownstein 

tt 

4 

1 

near  Chippawa,  Ont. 

Klabundes 

tt 

16 

2 

Grand  Island 

Eastmans 

^Peregrine  Falcon 
Coot 

Glaucous  Gull 


«  19 
*»  30 

"  10 
»  17 

it 

»! 


3 

4 

«  10 


1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 


Navy  Island, Ont. 

ii  ii  ii 

near  Lockport 
Niagara  River 
Horseshoe  Falls, Ont. 
It  1!  n 

ft.  of  Porter  Ave. 


^Iceland  Gull 


*Kumlien*s  Gull 
Ring-billed  Gull 
Bonaparte* s  Gull 


Mourning  Dove 


**  11 
«  11 

*»  28 
»  30 

«  30 

3 
2 
3 

11 
"  1-23 
«  10 
17 
»»  17 

**  27 


1  Horseshoe  Falls, Ont. 

2  Nia.  Gorge, Horseshoe 

Falls, Ont, 

1  Horseshoe  Falls, Ont. 

1  Goat  Island 

1  Niagara  Falls, Ont. 

500(max)Uiagara  Gorge 
300(  Squaw  Island 

500(max)Niagara  Gorge 
500  « 

Batavia 


Fisk 

Mitchell,  L.E.  Hicks 
Hall,  P.  Greene 
Savage,  rep.  Mitchell 
Schaf fner,  Brownstein 
Klabundes 
Braunberns , Nathan, 
Thorpe,  et  al 
Schaffner 


1 

2 

1 

5 

1 


n 

Klabundes 

ti 

Nathan,  Ward 
Schaffner,  Brownstein 
Nathan,  Schaffner 
Schaffner,  Brownstein 
Schaffner 
Buckland 

Wurlitzer  Plant, N.Ton.  Hall,  P.  Greene 
Batavia  Masons,  rep.  Pixley 

Albion  Brockners 

Cayuga  Island  Hinegardner,rep, 

Klabundes  ^ 


it 


Great  Horned  Owl 
# Snowy  Oul 


*Long-eared  Owl 
^Short-eared  Owl 


Jan.  30 

B  3 

tt  3 

”  4 

"  5 

"  10 

w  10 

"  10 

"  16 

u  17 

"  20 

"  24,39 

"  25 

"  30 

w  17 

1,2,5,7,10, 


1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 


ft,  of  Porter  Ave.  Emersons,  Witebsky 
ft.  of  Michigan  Ave*  Brockners 
Fuhrmann  Blvd,  D.  Greene 

Kenmore  Ave.  &  Military  Rd;  rep.  Hall 
Pt . Colborne , Ont ,  White 


Tifft  St * 

Fuhrmann  Blvd. 

Alma  Hill 
Tifft  Street 
Tifft  St. ,Bflo. Harbor 
(different  plumages  -  one 
Dewittville 
ft.  of  Porter  Ave. 
Cheektowaga 


Braunberns , Nathan , Thorpe , 
et  al 

Rev:,  Gamble 

McMurtrys 

Braunberns 

Thorpe , Nathan , Beck ,  Rice 
dark,  one  light) 

E. Smith, rep.  Parker 
Emersons,  Witebsky 
Mrs,  May  &  Mrs,  Hilkert, 


rep.  Hall 

1  South  Harbor  (Bflo.)  L.E.  Hicks, rep.  Mitchell 

1  Long  Beach, Ont.  Rew,  Gamble,  Thill 

17,19,29 


1-8 

Modeltown 

Klabundes 

tt 

2 

2 

Lasalle 

Brockners , McCanns 

tt 

3 

3 

Bedell  &  Ransom  Rds. 

Schaffner,  Brownstein 

(seen 

hunting  and  feeding  at  duck) 

tt 

10 

1 

Bedell  Rd, 

Braunberns , Nathan , 

Thorpe,  et  al 

tt 

10 

3 

Grand  Island 

Rew,  Gamble 

tt 

23 

1 

Whitehaven  Rd* 

Schaffner , Emersons , Nathan 

* Saw-whet  Owl 

tt 

1 

1 

Wilson 

Klabundes 

Flicker 

tt 

3 

1 

Wales  Center 

Brockners 

tt 

16 

1 

Modeltown 

Klabundes 

tt 

17 

1 

Rose  Hill, Ont. 

Fisk 

tt 

19 

1 

Can. side  of  Nia. River  M 

tt 

23 

1 

Stony  Pt.  &  Ransom  Rd.  Emersons, Nathan, 

Schaffner 

tt 

24 

1 

Modeltown 

Klabundes , Rice , Nathan , 

et  al  (BOS  Trip) 

it 

24 

1 

Batavia 

Mahaney,  rep.  Pixley 

tt 

28 

1 

Dufferin  Islands, Ont 

.Klabundes 

^Red-headed  Wdpkr. 

it 

24 

1 

Grand  Island 

Brockners 

Prairie  Horn.  Lark 

tt 

10F 

12 

Lockport 

Hall,  P.  Greene 

tt 

17 

9 

East  Aurora 

Thorpe, Nathan, Beck, Rice 

tt 

31 

60 

Brant 

Braunberns 

tt 

31 

75 (max) Ontario  Plain 

Nathan, Woldm an, Kivett 

#Tufted  Titmouse 

tt 

17 

3 

Derby 

Braunberns 

tt 

17 

3 

Lakewood 

Beadle,  rep.  Parker 

*Red-br.  Nuthatch 

it 

3 

2 

Wilson 

Schaffner,  Brownstein 

(at  feeding  station  on  west  side 

of  cemetery) 

tt 

17 

2 

Emery  Park 

Thorpe, Nathan, Beck, Rice 

tt 

17 

2 

Long  Beach, Ont. 

Rew,  Gamble,  Thill 

tt 

31 

1 

Wilson 

Nathan, Woldman,  Kivett 

Winter  Wren 

tt 

3 

1 

Dufferin  Islands, Ont. Schaffner,  Brownstein 

tt 

4 

2 

tt  tt  it 

Klabundes 

it 

11 

1 

tt  tt  n 

Schaffner 

tt 

17 

2 

Derby 

Braunberns 

^Carolina  Wren 

tt 

1-31 

1 

Pt.  Colborne, Ont. 

White 

tt 

6-31 

1-2 

Lewiston (at  feeder) 

Klabundes 

Robin 

tt 

3 

1 

Buckhorn  Is.St.Pk, 

Schaffner , Brownstein 

daily 

1 

Batavia 

Masons,  rep.  Pixley 

tt 

9 

1 

Grand  Island 

Gamble,  Thill 

(10) 
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Robin  (con1  .) 

Jan.  9 

1 

Grand  Island 

Nathan,  Ward,  Emerson 

« 

10 

6 (max )Wurlitzer  Plant, N. Ton.  Hall,  P.  Greene 

it 

30 

2 

Tifft  St.,  Grant  Island  Mitchell,  L.E,  Hicks 

Gray  Shrike 

tt 

1,2,5 

,19,24,29 

1-3 

Lewiston,  Modeltown 

Klabundes 

it 

2,9 

1 

Athol  Springs 

Schmall,  rep.  Axtell 

tt 

3 

2 

Y  oung  s  t  own , Lewi s t  on 

Schaffner,  Brownstein 

tt 

9 

1 

Grand  Island 

Thill,  Gamble 

tt 

10 

2 

Beaver  Is.St.Pk., 

Braunberns,  Nathan, 

Staley  Rd. 

Thorpe,  et  al 

tt 

10 

2 

Grand  Island 

Rew,  Gamble 

n 

17 

1 

Ridgeway,  N.Y. 

Brockners 

tt 

17 

2 

Ontario  Plain 

Thorpe, Nathan, Beck, Rice 

it 

23 

1 

Ransom  Rd, 

Schaf fner, Emersons , Nathan 

tt 

24 

3 

Niagara  Loop, Ont. Plain  Rice,  Nathan, 

Klabundes  etal(BOS  Tr) 

tt 

24 

1 

Mayville 

Parker 

tt 

31 

1 

Ontario  Plain 

Nathan,  Woldman,Kivett 

Myrtle  Warbler 

it 

3 

5(max)Niagara  Gorge,  Brock1 s 

Monument , Ont , 

Schaffner,  Brownstein 

6,14,16; 

,17,18, 

27  1 

Lewiston 

Klabundes 

tt 

11 

1 

Niagara  Gorge 

Schaffner 

*E.  Meadowlark 

tt 

2 

3 

Hickox  Rd, 

Bacon,  Creighton 

tt 

9 

2 

Batavia 

Mahaney,  rep.  Pixley 

tt 

10 

19 

Grand  Island 

Gamble 

tt 

16,17 

13-17 

Modeltown 

Klabundes 

tt 

24 

16 

n 

Klabundes  (BOS  Trip) 

tt 

24 

2 

Batavia 

Masons,  rep.  Pixley 

tt 

31 

3 

Ontario  Plain 

Nathan,  Woldman,Kivett 

Red-w.  Blackbird 

tt 

9 

7 

Grand  Island 

Thill,  Gamble 

tt 

10 

1 

Tifift  St, 

Woldman , Braunberns , Nathan 

etal 

tt 

11 

2 

Goat  Island 

Schaffner 

tt 

27,29 

1 

Pt.  Colborne,Ont. 

White 

#Rusty  Blackbird 

tt 

11 

3 

Dufferin  Is., Ont. 

Schaffner 

Grackle 

tt 

2 

1 

205  Pierce  Ave.,Pimbrg.  Mrs.  Doetsch,  rep. Bacon 

• 

(at  feeding  station) 

Purple  Finch 

tt 

14 

1 

Lewiston 

Klabundes 

Purple  Finch 

tt 

23,24,28  8,7,1 

Batavia 

Masons,  rep.  Pixley 

tt 

24 

15 

Chippawa , Ont . ,  Goat 

Is.  Rice, Nathan,  et  al 

(BOS  Trip) 

tt 

24 

2 

Goat  Island 

Eastmans 

tt 

30 

13 

tt  it 

Klabundes 

it 

30 

8 

tt  tt 

Nathan,  Ward 

#Pine  Siskin 

tt 

3 

2 

Brock 1 s Monument , Ont . 

Schaffner,  Brownstein 

tt 

16 

10 

Batavia 

Masons,  rep.  Pixley 

tt 

24 

1 

Chippewa, Ont, 

Rice, Nathan, etal (BOS  Trip) 

Goldfinch 

tt 

3 

50(max)Brock1 s  Monument^Ont 

.  Schaffner,  Brownstein 

it 

4 

7 

Dufferin  Is., Ont. 

Klabundes- 

tt 

5 

7 

Batavia 

Masons,  rep.  Pixley 

tt 

24 

30 

Dufferin  Islands, Ont 

.  Rice, Nathan, etal (BOS  Tr.) 

White-w.  Crossbill 

tt 

9 

1 

Youngstown 

Nathan, Ward,  Emerson 

it 

31 

1 

tt 

Nathan , Woldman ,Kivett 

Tree  Sparrow 

tt 

10 

150( 

Grand  Island 

Rices 

tt 

17 

240 (max 

)East  Aurora, Ontario 

Plain  Thorpe, Nathan, 

Beck,  Rice 

Wh.-th,  Sparrow 

tt 

9 

1 

Victoria  Park, Ont. 

Nathan,  Ward, Emerson 

tt 

21-31 

1 

Batavia 

Masons,  rep.  Pixley 

tt 

24 

1 

Victoria  Park, Ont. 

Rice, Nathan, etal  (BOS  Tr.) 

n  3iat  feed|ne  sWictSria  Park, Ont.  Klabundes  (11) 
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Notables  reported  on  Christmas  Census  (Jan,  1,  1954)  and  not  reported  subsequently  — 
Ring-necked  Duck,  Eider,  Ruddy  Duck,  Ruffed  Grouse,  Little  Gull,  Swamp  Sparrow. 

The  species  which  are  not  starred  in  the  list  above  were  first  reported  on  the 
Christmas  Census. 

Other  species  reported  in  Jan.  -  Common  Loon,  Horned  Grebe,  Mallard,  Black  Duck, 
Greater  Scaup,  Amer.  Golden-eye,  Old-squaw,  Amer.  Merganser,  Red-tailed  Hawk, 

Marsh  Hawk,  Sparrow  Hawk,  Pheasant,  Gt,  Black-b.  Gull,  Herring  Gull,  Rock  Dove, 
Screech  Owl,  Belted  Kingfisher,  Pileated,  Hairy,  &  Downy  Woodpeckers,  Blue  Jay, 
Crow,  Black-c,  Chickadee,  White-br.  Nuthatch,  Brown  Creeper,  Golden-cr.  Kinglet, 
Cedar-Waxwing,  Starling,  English  Sparrow,  Cardinal,  Slate-col.  Junco,  Song 
Sparrow. 

Species  &  Subspecies  reported  in  January  -----------91 


NOTES  FROM  THE  REPORTS 


On  January  8,  I  saw  a  Cooper’s  Hawk  ’’miss”  a  bird,  then  sit  for  about  five 
minutes  in  the  maple  tree  near  the  east  feeding  station,  waiting  for  another  to 
appear, - -  Mrs.  Ruth  B.  Avery 

Mrs,  McMurtry  reported  the  appearance  of  a  Pileated  Woodpecker  on  November 
10,  1953  near  the  feeding  station  in  their  yard  at  274  Scott  Avenue,  Wellsville. 
Although  this  large  woodpecker  is  considered  a  more  frequent  premanent  resident  than 
formerly,  its  appearance  near  a  feeding  station  deserves  mention.  This  species  is 
extremely  shy  of  civilization.  Mrs.  McMurtry  also  reported  that  on  January  3,  1954 
a  Pileated  Woodpecker  perched  on  a  tree  above  the  feeding  station  at  the  Follet’s 
home  on  Stevens  Street  in  Wellsville.  -  -  -  -  Art  Schaffner 


GRAY  SHRIKE 


On  February  5>  1954  I  observed  an  adult  Gray  Shrike  (Lanlus  excub it or  borealis) 
actually  strike  a  Crow  (Corvus  b.  brachyrhynchos )  squarely  upon  its  back  and  then 
vehemently  chase  it  across  the  fields  and  through  the  woods  bordering  the  north  side 
of  Burntship  Creek.  The  action  wr.*s  brief  but  certainly  interesting.  It  would  seem 
that  the  Kingbird  has  a  rival. 

On  February  13,  1954,  late  in  the  afternoon  Bernard  Nathan,  Mary  Louise  Emerson 
and  I  saw  a  shrike  on  top  of  a  small  tree  in  a  hedgerow  along  the  Cambria-Wilson 
Road.  Closer  inspection  showed  that  the  bird  was  an  immature  Gray  Shrike.  About 
this  time  a  small  flock  of  Starlings  (Sturnus  v,  vulgaris)  flew  overhead.  These 
attracted  the  Shrike’s  attention,  and  it  immediately  arose  into  the  air.  It  then 
surprisingly  stooped  at  the  Starlings  much  after  the  manner  of  a  raptor .  Having 
missed,  it  doubled  back  and  flew  out  of  sight.  Maybe  it  realized  that  the  Starlings 
were  much  too  large  for  it  to  handle. 

Art  Schaffner 
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OBSERVATION  OF  AN  ARCTIC  THREE-TOED  WOODPECKER 


Because  of  earlier  fall  records  of  the  Arctic  Three-toed  Woodpecker  in  Western 
New  York,  we  had  been  on  the  lookout  in  all  likely  woodlots,  especially  those  of  the 
older  forests  with  mixtures  of  evergreens. 

The  Buffalo  Audubon  Society  Christmas  census  on  December  27,  1953  in  the  lower 
levels  of  the  Allegheny  plateau  near  East  Aurora  covered  forest  areas  of  this  type. 
Here,  in  the  late  afternoon,  after  much  hunting  we  found  an  Arctic  Three-toed  Wood¬ 
pecker.  Its  blue-black  back  showed  clearly  against  the  dark  bole  of  the  hemlock,  to 
which  it  clung.  This  specimen  did  not  have  the  yellow  crown.  We  saw  the  white  face 
markings  behind  and  below  the  eye,  the  gray  sides  with  darker  lines  carried  towards 
the  white  breast,  the  white  outer  tail  feathers,  and  the  feet  without  the  fourth 
toes.  Once,  showing  the  flexibility  of  the  woodpecker  mouth  structure,  the  bird  ex¬ 
tended  its  hyoid  bone  mounted  tongue  beyond  the  tip  of  its  long  heavy  bill. 
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The  bird  fed  on  a  dead  hemlock,  girdled 
by  the  wires  of  a  line  fence,  and  confined 
its  activities  to  the  spaces  around  the 
old  wire.  It  would  alternately  pound  on 
opposite  sides  of  the  work  area,  flaking 
pieces  off  each  side,  ultimately  exposing 
a  4Mx5”  area  of  the  old  dead  chestnut 
colored  cambium  layer.  The  flexibility  of 
the  three-toed  feet  was  apparent  as  the 
bird  moved  from  side  to  side  to  better  get 
at  the  outer  bark.  The  flakes,  which  fell 
to  the  ground,  were  about  l/4”  thick  and 
from  1/2”  by  1"  to  1"  by  2^”  with  fragments 
of  intermediate  size  and  much  smaller 
detritus.  To  reach  the  larvae  the  bird 
pierced  the  -work  area  with  small  round 
holes. 

The  Woodpecker  was  larger  than  a  Hairy 
and  much  more  rounded,  almost  plump.  The 
rhythm  of  its  poundings  lacked  the  length 
and  the  rolling  quality  of  the  Hairy’s  or 
the  Downy’s.  Its  action  resolved  into  one 
long  tap,  two  shorts,  a  short  pause,  and 
a  repetition  every  few  seconds.  For  half 
an  hour  the  bird  dug  continuously  while  we 
watched  from  a  distance  of  35  feet. 

Seldom  do  we  add  a  bird  to  our  life  list, 
and  even  more  rarely  do  we  get  close 
enough  to  one  for  a  completely  detailed 
observation.  These  both  we  had  and  more. 
An  accipiter  hawk  flew  over  an  adjoining 
field.  The  Woodpecker  had  completely 
ignored  us,  but  the  approach  of  n  natural 
enemy  changed  everything.  The  response 
to  the  reflexes  of  heredity  was  instant¬ 
aneous.  The  bird  stopped  digging, 
immddiately  left  the  reddish  work  area, 
and  froze  to  the  dark  trunk  about  four 
.  feet  higher  on  the  tree.  Here  the  blue- 
*  black  back  hiding  the  white  breast  took 
on  the  form  of  a  natural  obtrusion  of  the 

tree •  .  . 

(13) 


•  I- 


•  i  .  ■  :  t  ■  r.  . 

.V  ‘ 


*  . 

•  •?  ■  i.  ••  ;  •  *4 


* 


'  ■  ••  v:  ...  •• 


•  . 

ror'4  tiA  i 


,  •  ; 


'  •  •  • 

:  ■  (  ‘  r-{ 

•r.  v. 
*%.  .» 

.-.o': 

:  "■  ■. 

: 

•  ■* 

*  -  •  T  , 

*  >  i  ’ 

-•  *•  -  •• 

'•  ...  ;  : 

■  :ii 

•  ’  -  .  .  •  v 

S’  * 

l 

‘  i»  1. 

•  .  .  '  ■  . 


.  •  r  r 


. 


‘C  t 

t't 

%  1 

rv  :  ■  : 


■  '%  -  <  ■  ■  • 


.  ■ 


..  •  . 

i*.  •  .  * 


' 

J  V  V* 


■  '  ’ 


t 


r.  .  ri  h-:  k  r 

'  •  ■ '  .  • ,  ■:  j. 


. . 
i  j 

r\  . 


.1  * 


'  ■  '  ■  •  . 

.  ...  . 


3  »  i  ?. 
\  \  .  .  *  * 


-  1 

to  •  • 


'  ■ 


c- 


,:v : ■  i*y.  j  j 

..  !  : . /  ..  •_ 

.7  ••  r*  >'  •  t vf  »[•  ' 

•  • r;  to 'i  /•  .v/ufir  ’  irM»f 

■t  '  •  kj  'J  xj  <L> 

.  •  •  •  k  .  •  ■ 

■  ••  .•  .  •  ■!. 


!  7V 


•  :"  0  j 


. 

-r  ■  r-  *  i 

f  •  ’  >T 

■ 

■ 

•  * 

•‘Tio 

r  ,-{  !  i- 

V  V  &  i  ■  ■  j  i  V 

•  ; 

'  ' 

r.  r  , *  4 

• 

"  ^  C.  ' 

j  .It  MV 

*/  n  i:o  :■  . 

j  I  '  .i  ‘ 

4 

•  .v  :  • 

-  •■*.  .  .-V 

••  -v  >• 

•  ■ 

J  *1  *• 

y 

T 

/  /  ! 

S  <  j  y 

'  »  ~  -•  • 

.0 

f 

. » 

I 

r 

♦  i 

1  /  '  • 

*  1  / 

i. 

.  •  •  /• 

/  i 

:  \  ; 

v  ^ 

* 

•  y . 

•  # 

X  *  ’ 

;  l 

1  A1  \ 

*  *  j 

i 

• 

(  \  t 

'■  1. 

t  X 


5 

I  • 


. 


» .  ■  r 


[  f.  • 

•  *  . 

-  * 


•~+  , 


-  •  •  • 


\ 


I 


•  u*. 

•  •  ,.V 

.  • 


U  /■  ,  . 

i  rX  . 

•n  » 


s 


f 

•  i.* 

•  -  -  >  ;  . 


.  •  V-  •• 

1  ‘  »  -  . 


•  *•  •  .  «  J 

.*'4  ■ 


f 


' 


* 

•.  » 


■  n  "  •  •'  ■'  ; 

i  <  ;  .  ;•  * .  -  • 


-  ; 

A.  /  .• 


1  ■«.  •»  ✓  > .  *  iV* 


■  ■ 


'  ,  '* 

■ 


i  .7 


■  *  N  >  '  .  *  .  j  - 

1  •  »  i  ' 


. 

•  ■ 

4  i 


■  .  '  :  .  •.  ‘  . 
’  •••••••' 

r  .  .  .  4  . 


..  .  V 

;  1 


.  -  i- 


*1/ 


. 


f  • 

*  .r  . 


...  .  •  , 

*  -  *r  **  ■ 

l  ‘k  l  '  /■  *  . 

-  :  -  ;•  •  k  • 

•»  .  -■•  ... 

V.  ...  ,  k  5,  „ 

m  .  s.  •;  /  V 

•  -  i  J  V  > 


•  ;  ; 


'  '  • ,  •  .■ 


■f  • 


(■•  0 


7.  '  '  •  V  >  '  "•  .  '  .  ; 

■  :  :■  :  ‘  *  ;  . . :  r  •  V  fA1 


Observation  (con»t.) 


The  only  sign  of  life  was  the  moving  nictitating  membrane  revealing  a  beady  eye,, 
This  immobility  lasted  fully  five  minutes  and  was  broken  only  after  a  Wbi to- 
breasted  Nuthatch  gave  his  musical  call  note  deeper  in  the  woods.  This  signaled  a 
return  to  activity  at  the  feeding  place.  After  sating  its  appetite,  the  Woodpecker 
inched  its  way  up  the  troe,  pecked  about  a  bit,  fluffed  its  feathers  much  as  a 
satisfied  old  barnyard  biddy  would  do,  and  left  for  taller  hemlocks  not  far  away. 

Edward  C.  Ulrich 


NIAGARA  LOOP  TRIP  -  JANUARY  24,  1954 

January  24  was  a  supny  day  with  a  light  southerly  wind;  the  temperature  was  35°. 
We  met  at  about  7:30  at  the  Peace  Bridge,  reshuffled  birders  into  four  cars^-  and 
crossed  into  Canada.  The  journey  north  along  the  river  gave  the  usual  winter  ducks 
including  a  few  Redheads  but  no  eiders.  The  most  notable  find  along  the  river  was 
a  flock  of  seven  Purple  Finches  and  one  Pine  Siskin  at  Chippawa.  The  party  had 
swelled  to  six  cars  upon  reaching  Dufferin  Islands’  Park.  A  few  Goldfinches  were 
found  here.  Turning  our  attention  to  the  river,  we  found  the  gulls  too  far  away  to 
distinguish  the  white-winged  species.  The  feeders  behind  the  Administration 
Building  in  Queen  Victoria  Park  yielded  a  White-throated  Sparrow,  and  two  White¬ 
breasted  Nuthatches  in  addition  to  some  more  common  species.  We  then  crossed  to  the 
American  side  where  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Three  Sister  Islands  three  Harlequin  Ducks 
were  sorted  out  from  among  tho  Black,  Mallard,  and  Pintail  ducks.  Pangs  of  hunger 
sent  us  scurrying  for  the  Lewiston  Dock  where  within  earshot  of  the  Old-squaws  we 
lunched.  Much  bird  life  was  in  evidence  at  this  location  and  the  outstanding  find 
was  a  few  Bonaparte’s  gulls.  After  lunch  a  visit  to  Klabunde's  feeder  produced  a 
Cardinal.  The  Short-eared  0v7l  area  near  Balmer  Road  was  devoid  of  owls.  Pellets  in 
the  Youngstown  cemetery  gave  some  hope  for  future  owl  finding  here.  The  party  began 
to  disperse  in  mid-afternoon  after  a  beautiful  sunny  day. 

Later  reports  from  the  homeward  bound  birders  included  a  flock  of  Meadowlarks, 
three  Gray  Shrikes,  and  several  Rough-legged  Hawks  on  the  Ontario  plain.  Three 
Rough-legged  Hawks  were  also  seen  on  Grand  Island,  Although  the  day  was  not  spec¬ 
tacular,  we  were  surprised  to  have  recorded  4&  species,  and  so  we  must  conclude  that 
it  was  successful  as  well  as  enjoyable, 

Harold  Rice  -  Leader 


PROGRAM  -  Meetings 

Regular  meetings  are  in  the  Humboldt  Room  of  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  at 
8:00  P.M,  on  Wednesday. 

March  10  -  Mrs.  Bradley  Fisk.  -  Bird  Banding  at  Rose  Hill.  Grand  Island  Sanctuaries 
by  the  committees  concerned. 

March  24  -  Discussion  of  the  New  York  State  Federation  Checklist.  Plans  for  April 
Bird  Count,  Helen  Creighton,  leader, 

April  14  -  Report  of  the  April  Bird  Count,  Helen  Creighton,  leader. 

May  1  -  Saturday  Dinner  Meeting  with  invited  ornithologists. 

Nov.  13  -  Twenty-fifth  Anniversary  Dinner. 

PROGRAM  -  Field  Trios  . 

Sun. 7  March  21  -  Clarence  Sinks.  Leader:  Irwin  Woldman  (DE.8390).  Meet  at  University 

Plaza  in  front  of  A.M.&  A.  at  7:00  A.M. 

Sun.,  April  4  -  April  Bird  Count.  Leader:  I, Its.  Helen  Creighton,  191  Highland  Ave., 
Hamburg,  N.Y.  (EM,  4111) 

Sun.,  April  11  -  Oak  Orchard.  Hamilton  birders  are  invited. 


*HHf  ******#*«#■# 


Please  mail  your  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  3rd  day  of  the  following 
month  to  Art  Schaffner.  170  Laurel  St.,  Buffalo  8,  N.Y. 

EDITOR:  Ray  McCann,  59  Anderson  PI.,  Buffalo  22,  N.Y.  ,  . 

TREASURER:  Harold  Rice,  16  West  Park  Road,  Grand  Island,  N.Y. 
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Published  Monthly  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society .Inc . 

Buffalo,  New  York 


THE  MONTH 

This  was  the  warmest  February  on  record,  8.4  degrees  above  normal.  Precipita¬ 
tion,  3.72  inches,  more  than  half  of  which  fell  as  rain  on  the  16th,  was  1.13  above 
normal.  There  were  windstorms  of  moderate  intensity  on  the  8th,  20th  and  21st. 

Snowy  Owls  and  Gray  Shrikes  remained  throughout  the  month.  Crossbills  and  an  Arctic 
Woodpecker  were  perhaps  the  most  noteworthy  northerners  otherwise.  More  than  the 
usual  number  of  half-hardys  have  apparently  survived  the  winter,  including  a  Wilson’s 
Snipe  at  Willinmsville,  several  Flickers,  Myrtle  Warblers,  numbers  of  Meadowlarks, 
a  White-throated  Sparrow,  and  others.  The  abundance  of  wintering  Ring-billed  Gulls 
has  been  remarkable.  It  is  not  easy  to  be  certain  whether  the  Pied-billed  Grebes, 
Coot,  Mourning  Doves,  Saw-whet  Owls,  Robins,  Cowbirds,  and  some  others  were  mostly 
wintering  individuals  or  exceptionally  early  spring  arrivals;  Almost  unquestionably 
in  this  latter  category,  however,  were  the  very  early  Red-shouldered  Hawks,  Woodcock, 
Grackles,  and  the  remarkable  numbers— for  February— of  Canada  Geese,  Killdeer,  and 
Red-winged  Blackbirds,  These  appeared  in  the  latter  half  of  the  month,  influenced  by 
the  most  unseasonably  warm  period  commencing  the  14th  and  lasting  8  days,  then  be¬ 
coming  somewhat  less  extreme,  though  still  seweral  degrees  above  normal  every  dqy  to 
the  end  of  the  month.  Schaffner  tells  me  that  the  Little  Gull  was  only  the  third 
record  of  the  first  year  plumage  for  the  area. 

To  those  of  us  who  call  ourselves  bird-lovers,  there  is  perhaps  no  happier  news 
than  this  winter's  many  records  of  Tufted  Titmice,  indicating  a  definite  movement  of 
this  charming  and  delightful  near-relative  of  the  Chickadee  into  the  southern  part 
of  our  area.  It  will  be  interesting  to  observe  the  future  developments  of  this 
influx , 

Harold  H.  Axtell 
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Nathan , Ward , Kivett , 
Schaffner 

it 

22 

60 

it  it 

Axtells 

tt 

27 

30 

Outlet, Chautauqua  L. 

Parker 

ti 

23 

10 

Clarence  Sinks 

Osgood 

it 

28 

80 

Niagara  River, Ont. 

Buckne 11, North, 
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Parker 

it 

15 

1 

Wellsville 

McMurtrys 

it 

19 

1 

Jamestown 

Beal 

it 

20 

1 

Athol  Springs 

Braunberns 

it 

22 

1 

Military  &  Skillen  Rds.  Beardslee 

it 

22 

3 

Long  &  Connecting  Rds 

,  Schaffner,  VanBeurden 

it 

23.24.28  1, 

2,1  Williamsville 

Gerwitz 

it 

28 

1 

Niagara  River, Ont. 

Bucknell, North, 
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previously  recorded 
Additions 

Total  to  date 

(January-corrected)  92 

10 
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ADDENDA: 

^Wilson’s  Snipe 

Jan, 

.  29 

2 

Vvilliamsville 

Gerwitz 

Myrtle  Warbler 

ii 

9 

1 

Niagara  Falls, Ont. 

Emerson, Nathan, Ward 

it 

24 

2 

Victoria  Park, Ont, 

Rice,etal(BOS  Trip) 

ERRATA: 

Froth onotary  -  Vol. 

IS, 

No. 

11,  Page  78  -  Western  Grebe  - 

Oct.  25  -  1  -  Squaw  Island 

Mitchell, Schaffner, Nathan,  Anderson,  E.  Ulrich.  Should 
read  —  Vies  tern  Grebe  -  Oct.  25  -  1  -  Squaw  Island  - 
Mitchell,  Schaffner,  Nathan,  M.L.  Emerson,  1.  Ulrich 


NOTICE  TO  ALL  FIELD  OBSERVERS:  By  action  of  thw  B.O.W.  Council  on  March  19,  1954, 
Harlequin  Duck,  Tufted  Titmouse,  Carolina  Wren,  Gray-Cheeked  Thrush,  and  Philadelphia 
Vireo,  for  the  past  three  years  in  small  print  on  the  B.O.S,  field  checklist,  will  be 
printed  in  normal-size  type  in  the  new  revision,  and,  starting  immediately, 
verifying  write-ups  will  no  longer  ordinarily  be  required  to  accompany  sight  records 
of  those  species .  For  the  past  three  years  they  have  been  included  among  the  species 
of  which  all  records  published  in  the  Protbonotary  have  been  accompanied  by  fully- 
verifying  descriptions.  All  other  species  in  fine  print  on  the  check-list  will 
continue  to  require  detailed  verification. 


BLUEBIRDS  IN  ALDEN 


Until  the  English  Sparrow  and  Starling  forced  our  colorful  and  gentle  Bluebird 
from  the  many  tree  cavities  of  our  countryside,  the  latter  was  a  welcome  harbinger 
of  Spring. 

The  possibilities  of  encouraging  these  birds  to  renest  locally  inspired  me  to 
erect  thirteen  boxes  on  a  cold  windy  day  in  early  March  1950. 

Soon  the  first  warble  was  heard  and  the  squabbles  for  boxes  began.  Then  a 
pair  of  Bluebirds  cordially  accepted  a  box  on  a  tree  in  our  side  yard.  Near  the  end 
of  Aryil ,  they  began  to  line  their  nest,  a  chore  shared  by  both  sexes.  On  May  7,1950 
the  first  egg  was  discovered  and  each  succeeding  day  revealed  an  extra  egg  until  the 
fifth  egg  concluded  the  clutch  on  May  11.  On  May  25,  fourteen  days  later,  two  naked 
young  and  three  eggs  were  noticed.  The  next  day  revealed  the  full  brood  of  five 
onon-mouthed  youngsters .  The  male  bird  now  shared  the  responsibility  of  feeding 
these  hungry  young.  On  June  10,  fifteen  days  after  hatching,  these  young  birds 
successfully  left  the  nest.  Annoyed  by  daily  observations  of  their  curious  investi¬ 
gators  during  the  first  brood,  the  side  yard  birds  took  residence  in  an  empty  box 
200  yard 3  across  the  road.  On  July  4  the  female  laid  her  first  of  four  eggs.  Throe 
of  these  hatched  and  one  remained  infertile,  (19) 
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Investigation  of  other  boxes  revealed  that  two  had  eggs  two  days  earlier  than 

our  side  yard  birds.  The  thirteen  boxes  7/ ere  Greeted  cr?  force  posts  or  trees  cn  on 
area  a  quarter  mile  wide  and  one  mile  long.,  Six  pairs  of  Bluebirds  occupied  the 
boxes  with  four  pairs  pr can:  ng  second  breeds,  £  total  of  42  eggs  were  laid,  aver¬ 
aging  4*2  eggs  per  c Tutor  Thi/ly-oigbt  eggs  or  90$  hatched.  Those  38  young  birds 

were  banded  and  successfully  left  the  nests,  the  latest  about  August  12th.  Six 
adult  female  birds  and  five  adult  maie  saris  were  also  banded. 


The  success  of  the  summer  of  1950  spirited  the  erecting  of  an  additional  forty 
boxes  in  1951.  This  proved  a  minor  chore  compared  with  the  perplexities  of  re¬ 
questing  permission  to  erect  these  boxes  on  private  land.  Conversations  revealed 
that  many  landowners  hadn’t  seen  Bluebirds  in  many  years.  Some  wanted  guarantees 
that  birds  would  really  nest.  Money  was  offered  for  my  efforts  and  cordially  re¬ 
jected,  Some  just  scratched  their  heads  in  bewilderment  but  gave  permission. 
Nevertheless,  the  project  was  completed  in  time  for  the  early  arrivals.  Unfortun¬ 
ately  this  expanded  project  limited  the  scrutiny  that  would  be  desired. 

Nesting  started  a  little  earlier  in  1951  with  the  first  egg  laid  on  April  28. 
Within  the  next  week  fifteen  other  boxes  had  eggs.  Thirty-two  of  the  53  boxes  pro¬ 
vided  homes  that  summer.  One  box  bad  three  sets  of  eggs,  each  being  deserted.  Each 
time  the  bottom  of  the  nest  was  covered  with  ants  and  ant  eggs.  Some  mystery  still 
surrounds  the  disarpearance  of  several  sets  of  eggs  without  disturbing  a  blade  of 
grass  in  the  nest.  This  mysterious  enemy  end  oats  are  the  greatest  problem.  One 
neighbor  thoughtfully  and  concernedly  motcied  two  miles  to  inform  me  that  her  ca.’t 
had  killed  a  mother  Bluebird  when  the  young  were  only  a  few  days  old.  The  male  bird 
dutifully  assumed  all  responsibility  for  these  five  youngsters.  Foraging  for  food 
consumed  hi3  every  effort.  Sanitation  was  completely  neglected  and  he  successfully 
fledged  four  of  these  motherless  birds,  though  it  took  him  nineteen  days.  With  half 
the  summer  ahead  of  him,  this  widower  lost  no  time  in  finding  another  lady  friend. 

A  few  weeks  later  he  had  another  brood  of  four  young  that  unfortunately  proved  a 
tasteful  morsel  to  the  sumo  troublesome  feline.  Fortunately  the  felino  met  a  timely 
death  the  next  winter  and  not  by  yours  truly. 

On  a  visit  to  one  box  the  clutch  of  five  e?gs  was  as  clear  as  a  frosted  light 
bulb.  The  familiar  blue  was  completely  absent.  This  weird  sight  prompted  visions 
of  albino  Bluebirds  dotting  the  Alden  countryside.  However,  the  youngsters 
developed  normally  and  to  date  none  have  returned  to  prove  this  characteristic 
hereditary.  Nor  have  the  parents  returned  for  further  study. 

Dr.  Musselman,  mentioned  in  Bent!s  "Life  Histories",  recorded  40  albinistic  eggs 
out  of  730  eggs  or  5,43$.  Some  hereditary  characteristic  was  evidenced  when  one 
female  hatched  from  an  albino  egg  returned  to  lay  six  albino  eggs.  Another  record 
by  Mrs.  Laskey  of  Nashville,  Tenn. ^reveals  a  female,  hatched  of  an  albino  egg,  re¬ 
turning  to  lay  normallyblue  eggs.  Records  are  also  available  in  Bent's  "Life 
Histories"  of  birds  known  to  have  been  hatched  from  blue  eggs  that  later  returned  to 
lay  albinistic  eggs. 


A  relocation  didnH  dismay  one  of  our  female  Bluebirds.  A  fence  post  with  a 
box  containing  three  eg~s  was  replaced  by  a  new  fence  post.  The  new  cost  couldn’t 
hold  the  box,  so  the  box  was  transferred  to  another  post  ten  feet  away.  Here, 
unperturbed  by  having  been  moved  ten  feet,  the  female  laid  two  more  eggs  and  con¬ 
tinued.  her  incubation. 

1951  produced  41  clutches  of  181  eggs,  averaging  4.4  eggs  per  clutch.  Of  these, 
167  hatched  and  147  nestlings  successfully  left  the  nests.  These  and  37  female  and 
27  adult  male  Bluebirds  were  banded.  One  ma}.e  returned  to  the  same  box  he  had  used 

the  previous  year. 
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The  1952  nesting  season  started  off  a  little  earlier  than  those  of  the  previous 
two  years.  Seventeen  boxes  had  their  full  clutches  by  >\pVn  27th.  Unfortunately, 
when  these  eggs  hatched ,  the  rains  fell  almost  continuously  for  three  wooks .  The 
parents  had  to  rely  almost  entirely  upon  angleworms  for  food  fad  the  young  birds. 
These  worms  were  gorged  with  Dad,  and  it  had  its  effect  on  those  '/camps tors The 
excreta  was  ejected  in  a  liquid  form  instead  of  the  usual  semi— solid  state.  The 
parents  couldn*t  remove  this  as  normally,  and  the  excreta  was  ejected  over  the 
other  birds.  The  inside  of  the  nests  were  lined  solid  with  mud.  The  young  birds 
eyes  were  glued  shut  and  the  mortality  was  estimated  at  between  30%  and  50%  for  the 
first  brood. 


One  pair  returned  to  the  same  box  they  had  used  the  previous  year.  For  the 
second  nesting,  they  moved  to  a  box  a  quarter  mile  west. 

One  faithful  male  returned  to  the  same  box  he  had  used  on  the  two  previous 
years.  One  other  male  and  two  female  Bluebirds  returned  to  the  same  boxes  used  the 
previous  year.  One  female  returned  a  quarter  mile  away  and  another  one  a  mile 
away  from  the  previous  years*  nesting  box.  A  nestling  from  two  years  previous 
returned  one  quarter  mile  from  where  she  was  hatched. 

One  box  had  its  top  blown  off  by  a  wind  and  a  Cowbird  availed  herself  of  the 
opportunity  and  deposited  an  egg  in  the  box.  It  was  dutifully  removed  by  yours 

truly. 


Of  229  eggs  recorded,  145  hatched  and  only  115  young  left  the  nest  successfully 
With  84  eggs  deserted  and  30  young  either  dying  in  the  nest  or  disappearing  from 
the  nest,  it  crovcd  a  poor  breeding  season.  There  wore  21  female  and  eleven  male 
adults  and  138  nestlings  banded. 

One  overly  anxious  female  started  the  1953  season  six  days  earlier  than  any 
previous  season.  On  April  16,  she  deposited  her  first  of  four  eggs  — all  of  the 
young  hatched  and  fledged  successfully.  It  was  hoped  she  would  fledge  three 
successful  broods  but  she  deserted  her  second  clutch  of  four  eggs.  Another  female 
started  her  clutch  of  six  eggs  a  day  later  on  April  17.  Only  three  of  these 
hatched — the  remainder  being  infertile.  A  second  clutch  of  five  eggs  by  this  female 
produced  only  two  young,  the  other  three  e^gs  remaining  unhatched. 

One  box  produced  a  clutch  of  five  Bluebirds  eggs  and  one  Sparrow  egg.  It  is 

not  known  whether  the  Sparrow  egg  was  laid  before  the  Bluebird  eggs  but  it  was  found 

when  only  four  Bluebird  eggs  were  in  the  box.  It  would  have  been  interesting  to 

observe  a  Sparrow  being  raised  by  a  Bluebird,  but  unfortunately  the  egg  didn*t  hatch 

Mrs.  John  Bacon  of  Hamburg,  N.Y.  also  found  a  box  with  three  Sparrow  eggs  and 
Bluebird  eggs.  The  eggs,  not  of  an  English  Sparrow,  didn*t  hatch  either. 

Other  activities  in  the  summer  prevented  more  detailed  observation.  However, 
126  nestlings  were  banded  as  were  26  new  female  and  twelve  male  Bluebirds. 

Fifteen  returns  for  1953  were  rather  interesting.  Two  pairs  returned  to  the 
same  mates  and  boxes  they  had  had  the  previous  year.  One  female  returned  to  the 
same  box  used  in  1952.  Another,  after  a  two  year  absence,  returned  to  the  same  box 
used  in  1950.  One  female,  banded  in  1951,  returned  one  mile  farther  east  in  1952 
and  returned  another  two  miles  farther  east  in  1953.  One  female  banded  in  1950, 
returned  a  quarter  mile  sway  in  1952  and  returned  to  her  original  box  in  1953.  One 
sad  note  wa s  recorded  when  our  faithful  male  returned  for  his  fourth  year  only  to 
meet  a  fatal  end  in  our  neighbors  yard  only  300  yards  from  where  he  nested  for  three 
previous  seasons .  Other  returns  were  to  boxes  about  a  half  mile  from  the  original 
boxes  —  some  after  a  year*s  absence. 

The  1954  season  will  soon  start  and  with  it  new  adventures  and  more  facts  about 
our  friendly  &  beautiful  Blue  Thrush.  -  Cy  Wolf ling  (21) 
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V,~HAT  IS  CROW  -  SNOWYgOWL 

James  Braunberns ,  William  Aj.meiidir.ger,  Art  Schat'fner  and  I  were  riding  or  East 
Lake  Shore  Road  wast  cf  the  Niagara- Orleans  County  Lino  Road  on  Sunday,  Mkrch  ?./4lh, 
1954  when  we  observed  a  Snowy  Orl  perched  on  a  telegraph  polo.  The  owl  did  not" 
allow  us  to  get  close  enough  for  a  picture  so  we  had  to  be  content  at  that  point  to 

watch  it  fly  off  and  land  in  a  field  on  the  north  side  of  the  road. 


As  the  Owl  glided  to  a  landing,  a  Crow  flew  over,  dropped  to  the  ground  about 
35  feet  to  the  right  of  the  Owl,  and  slowly  moved  toward  it.  Every  few  feet  the 
Crow  stopped  and  stretched  its  neck  forward.  The  Crow  did.  not  give  the  usual  owl- 
alarm  call,  even  though  ocher  Crows  wore  in  the  same  field  and  hundreds  more  were 
streaming  over  in  migration*  The  Owl  kept  looking  at  the  Crow.  Occasionally  the 
Owl  turned  its  head  in  other  directions,  but  primarily  it  stared  at  the  Owl,/  When 
the  Crow  was  within  twenty  feet  cf  the  Owl,  another  Grow  cane,  landed  about  the 
same  distance  on  the  opposite  side,  looked  at  the  Owl  about  one  minute  and  then 
flew  off.  The  Crow  approached  to  within  eight  feet  of  the  Owl  then  started  walking 
away  in  a  circle.  After  completing  three-quarters  of  a  semicircle  the  Crow  flew 
off  without  any  of  the  usual  Crow-Owl  fuss.  The  entire  action  lasted  about  ten 
minutes. 


This  incident  seems  worthy  of  note  partly  because  of  the  following  questions. 
Why  did  the  Crow  not  call  for  help?  What  is  the  attitude  of  the  Snowy  Owl  toward 
other  birds?  Was  the  Crow  a  new  arrival  from  the  South,  and,  never  having  seen  a 
Snowy  Owl  before,  was  it  unaware  of  the  possible  danger? 

Bernard  Nathan 


BUFFALO  AUDUBON  SOCIETY  -  CHRISTMAS  CENSUS 


The  Buffalo  Audubon  Society  took  its  annual  Christmas  Census  on  December  27, 

1953  within  a  7^  mile  radius  of  Chestnut  Ridge  Park.  Exceptional  records  included :1 
Sharp-shinned  Hawk,  3  CooperTs  Hawks,  1  Marsh  Hairk,  1  Mourning  Dove,  4  Flickers, 

1  Arctic  Three-toed  ’Woodpecker,  4  Prairie  Horned  Larks,  10  Red-breasted  Nuthatches, 

2  Carolina  Wrens,  2  Gray  Shrikes,  40  Eastern  Meadowlarks,  1  Red-winged  Blackbird, 

1  Grackle,  2  Cowbirds,  1  White-throated  Sparrow,  16  Song  Sparrows,  and  155  Snow 
Buntings. 

Ethel  M.  Melberg 

The  April  issue  of  the  Audubon  Outlook  has  a  complete  report  of  this  census. 


NEW  BIRD  BOOKS  IN  THE  LIBRARY  6  READING  ROOM 
BUFFALO  MUSEUM  OF  SCIENCE 
_ FEBRUARY  1953  to  MARCH  1954 _ 

Allen,  Robert  P,  -  The  Whooping  Crane  -  National  Audubon  Society 
Armstrong,  Edward  -  Bird  Life  -  L.  Drummond 

Cruikshank,  Allan  D.  —  Pocket  Guide  to  the  Birds  —  Eastern  and  Central  North 

America  -  Dodd,  Mead 

De lac our,  Jean  -  Pheasants  of  the  World  -  Scribner 
Earle,  Olive  L.  -  Robins  in  the  Garden  -  Morrow 
Ennion,  Eric  A.  -  The  Story  of  Migration  -  Harrap 
Fitter,  A.S.  -  British  Birds  in  Colour  -  Qdhams  Press 
Grange,  Wallace  B.  -  Those  of  the  Forest  -  Flambeay  Pub. 

Howard,  Len  -  Birds  as  Individuals  -  Collins 
Krutch,  Joseph  W.  -  The  Best  df  Two  Worlds  -  Sloane 
Lewellen ,  John  -  Birds  and  Planes,  How  They  Fly  -  Crowell 
Murphy,  Robert  C.  —  Land  Birds  of  America  —  McGraw-Hill 
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Pistorius,  Anna  -  What  Bird  Is  It?  -  Wilcox  &  Follett 

Rothschild, . Miriam  —  Fleas,  Flukes,  &  Cuckoos  -  Philosophical  Library 

Saunders,  nichard  —  Carolina  Quest  -  University  of  Toronto 

Scott,  Peter  —  Wild  Geese  and  Eskimos  —  Scribner 

Sears,  Paul  M.  -  Downy  Woodpecker  -  Holiday  House 

Smith,  S.B.  -  British  Waders  in  Their  Haunts  -  G.  Bell 

Teale,  Edwin  W.  -  Circle  of  the  Seasons  -  Dodd,  Mead 

Terres,  John  K.  -  Song  birds  in  Your  Garden  -  Crowell 

Tunnicliffe,  Charles  -  Shorelands  Summer  Diary  -  Collins 

Von  Michaelis ,  H.  -  Birds  of  the  Gauntlet  -  Hutchinson 


SHARP-TAILED  AND  LECONTE’S  SPARROWS 

Our  recent  finding  of  Sharp-tailed  and  Leconte’s  sparrows  in  the  grassy  section 
of  the  Grand  River  marshes  near  Stromness  makes  me  wonder  whether  concentrated  ob¬ 
servation  at  the  various  grass  marshes  of  our  area  might  not  give  us  a  better  idea 
of  the  migration  of  these  species.  Both  species  breed  north  of  us  and  the  scarcity 
of  records  in  our  area  seems  to  warrant  a  concentrated  investigation  by  our  members, 

I  would  suggest  spring  visits  to  the  marshes  from  April  25  to  June  5  and  fall 
visits  from  September  25  to  November  15.  Mild  seasons  would  make  the  later  dates 
possible* 

These  birds  keep  fairly  quiet  and  often  run  through  the  grass.  Persistence  will 
eventually  cause  them  to  fly  or  come  up  to  see  what  is  going  on.  Squeaking  some¬ 
times  attracts  them. 


Bernard  Nathan 


FIELD  TRIP  GRAND  ISLAND  FEBRUARY  13.  1954 

On  February  13,  twelve  members  took  part  in  a  field  trip  to  Grand  Island.  The 
day  was  cold,  15  to  18  degrees,  with  a  strong  piercing  wind.  There  was  much 
floating  ice  in  the  river;  all  the  bays  were  completely  frozen  over;  and  ice  ex¬ 
tended  from  Grand  Island  to  Motor  Island.  The  temperature  of  the  previous  day  had 
dropped  to  zero.  Observation  of  individual  dusks  was  extremely  good  since  large 
flocks  of  them  were  very  close  to  the  shore  probably  to  escape  the  biting  winds; 
However,  in  some  places  ice  piled  along  the  shore  may  have  made  it  impossible  to  see 
the  birds.  Land  birds  were  extremely  scarce  probably  due  to  the  wind.  Birds  ob¬ 
served  were  Black  Duck,  Canvas-back,  Greater  Scaup,  American  Golden-eye,  American 
Merganser,  Red-tailed  Hawk,  2  Bald  Eagle,  Sparrow  Hawk,  Pheasant,  Herring  Gull,  Crow, 
2  Robin,  Starling,  House  Sparrow,  12  Eastern  Meadowlark,  and  Cardinal. 

Kathryn  Praemassing 


NEW  MEMBER 

The  society  welcomes:  Harry  Van  Beurden,  24&  Tremont  Street,  Rochester,  N.Y, 

Corresponding  Member 


TWENTY-FIFTH  ANNIVERSARY  DINNER  -  November  13 

Committee:  Winston  Brockner  -  Chairman,  Clark  Beardslee,  Sylvia  Brockner, 
Philip  Greene,  Ray  &  Kay  McCann,  Eugenia  &  Kathryn  Praemassing, 
Edward  &  Alice  Ulrich,  William  &  Eleanor  Vaughan. 
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HAIRY  WOODPECKER 


In  the  howling  gale  that  swept  the  Canadian  shore  Thanksgiving  morning,  the 
only  visitor  to  my  feeders  was  a  fat,  female.  Hairy  Woodpecker.  She  clung  clumsily 
to  a  swaying  feeder  a  foot  from  the  wind owp one,  claws  above,  tail  at  a  sharp  angle 
bracing  her  below.  Careless  of  me,  just  inside  the  glass,  she  demolished  a  fair¬ 
sized  piece  of  suet.  Then,  obviously  well-acquainted  with  my  bounty,  she  hitched 
over  to  the  seed,  picked  out  a  sunflower  seed,  set  it  into  a  lump  of  suet  and 
hammered  at  it  until  she  had  extracted  the  kernel.  She  treated  eight  seeds  this 
way.  A  few  minutes  later  I  saw  her  standing  on  another  feeder  in  a  more  sheltered 
position,  again  pocking  at  seed.  As  there  was  no  suet  on  this  feeder  there  was  no 
question  but  that  she  was  relishing  the  sunflower  kernels.  To  top  off  her  Thanks¬ 
giving  Dinner  she  moved  to  the  third  side  of  the  house  where  there  was  peanut 
butter,  and  in  the  full  teeth  of  the  wind  clung  there  long  enough  to  get  a  few 
beakf uls . 

Mrs.  Bradley  Fisk 


PROGRAM  -  MEETINGS 

Regular  meetings  are  held  in  the  Humboldt  Room  of  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  at 

8:00  P.M.  on  Wednesday, 

April  14  -  Report  of  the  April  Bird  Count  -  Helen  Creighton,  Leader.  Grand  Island 
Sanctuaries  by  the  Committees  concerned.  Discussion  of  Dr.  Harold 
Axtoll’s  Article, 

Saturday,  May  1  -  Dinner  Meeting  at  Bethlehem  E.  &  R.  Church,  East  Parade  and 

Genesee  St.  at  6:00  P.M.  Speaker:  Marshall  Field  from  St.  Thomas, Ont.  - 
’’Hawks  on  the  North  Shore  of  the  Lake”  -  slides  -  Museum  auditorium  after 
dinner.  The  price  of  the  dinner  is  $2,00j  make  reservations  with 
E.  Praemassing,  87  Linden  Ave.,  Buffalo  14  (VI .  3289)  by  10:00  P.M. 
Sunday,  April  25* 

May  12  -  Plan  May  Bird  Count  -  Leader:  Walter  Klnbunde,  Creek  Road  Extension,  R.D.  1 
Lewiston,  N.Y.  (Lewiston  6-2424).  Study  Skin  Collection  -  Room  302  of 
the  Museum  -  Leader:  Dr.  Harold  Axtell. 


PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 


Sunday,  April  4  -  Bird  Count  -  Contact  Helen  Creighton,  78  Union  St.,  Hamburg,  N.Y. 

(EM.  4111)  if  y°u  will  take  part. 

Sunday,  April  11  -  Oak  Orchard  -  Leader:  Harold  D.  Mitchell.  The  Hamilton  group 

will  be  our  guests.  The  meeting  time  and  place  will  be 
announced  later. 

Saturday,  April  24  -  and  every  Saturday  during  May.  Bird  Walk  in  Delaware  Park  and 

Forest  Lawn  Cemetery.  Meet  at  6:00  A. M.  in  the  Park  at  the  stone 
arch  bridge  near  Rumsey  Road  and  Windsor  Avenue 

Sunday,  April  25  -  Braddock’s  Bay  -  Leader:  Art  Schaffner  (EL.  9666).  Meet  at 

University  Flaza  at  7:00  A.M. 


Please  mail  your  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  third  day  of  the 
following  month  to  Art  Schaffner,  170  Laurel  St.,  Buffalo  8,  New  York 


IPITORi  Ray  McCann,  59  Anderson  Place,  Buffalo  22,  New  York 
’REA3URER:  Harold  Rice,  16  West  Park  Road,  Grand  Island,  New  Yor 
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THE  MONTH 


March  temperature  was  normal,  and  winds  frequently  were  high.  Precipitation 
was  twice  the  normal  amount,  but  half  of  this  fell  as  snow  on  the  29th — 30th, 
giving  Buffalo  its  heaviest  snowfall  on  record  for  so  late  in  the  season.  Naviga¬ 
tion  on  Lake  Erie  opened  on  the  21st.  As  in  February,  most  birds  continued  to 
arrive  from  the  South  somewhat  earlier  than  usual.  This  movement  resulted  in  the 
first  March  records  of  Lesser  Yellow-legs  and  Pectoral  Sandpiper  for  the  Niagara 
Frontier  Area.  Geese  arrived  in  mimbers  early,  four  species  being  tfeported,  includ¬ 
ing  a  Barnacle  Goose,  the  second  record  for  western  New  York.  Three  partially 
albino  Canada  Geese  were  present  among  the  thousands  in  more  typical  plumage.  The 
flight  of  Swans  was  unusually  satisfying,  many  observers  reporting  them  from  widely 
scattered  localities  throughout  our  entire  area.  Most  wintering  species  of  far 
northern  birds  remained  throughout  the  month.  Both  kinds  of  Crossbills  were  ob¬ 
served  March  7;  in  general  the  northern  finches  and  grosbeaks  have  been  very  scarce 
this  winter. 

Harold  H.  Axtell 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


#  indicates 

first 

report  of  the 

year 

p  « 

n 

H 

n  tt 

season 

Horned  Grebe 

Mar. 

27F 

1 

Findley  Lake 

Elderkin 

it 

29 

6 

Bowangda  Club  Por'' 

&  vicinity 

McMurtry 

Pied-billed  < 

Irebe 

h 

10F 

1 

Black  Rock  Canal 

Schaffner 

it 

14 

1 

Somerset 

Braunberns , Schaffner 

et  al 

t! 

14 

1 

Forest  Lawn 

Mitchell 

It 

21 

1 

Oak  Orchard 

W oldman , Nathan , 

Binghamton  group 

!» 

23 

3 

Hamburg  -  Eden  area 

Creighton,  Bacon 

n 

24 

1 

Thor old,  Ont. 

Fluellon 

it 

26 

2 

Oak  Orchard 

Schaffner 

(by  Mar.  29th,  the  normal  arrival  date,  numbers  were  being 
reported  with  q  wide  distribution  by  many  members) 
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Gt.  Blue  Heron 

Mar.  IGF 

1 

Nice  Rd.  Sinks 

Schaf f ner , Er  owns tei  n 

tt 

19 

1 

Batavia 

Buckland 

it 

21 

1 

Bertie  Bay,Ont. 

Fisk 

tt 

21 

2 

Oak  Orchard 

Woldman , Binghamt  on 

group 

« 

28 

1 

Mayville 

Elderkin 

^Whistling  Swan 

tt 

6 

3 

Buckhorn  Is.St.Pk. 

Heilborns 

it 

7 

2 

ti  tt  ii  n 

W  oldman ,Pittell 

tt 

11-31 

3 

Stafford* s  Pond 

Doyle, many  observers 

tt 

19 

20 

Niagara  River 

Schaffner, Brownstein 

tt 

19 

1 

Windmill  Pt.,West 

Ont. 

Fisk 

t! 

20 

8 

Cuba  Lake 

McMurtry’ s 

ft 

20 

3 

Bemus  Pt. 

Parker 

ft 

26 

15 

Strawberry  Is. 

Mitchell 

tt 

27 

6 

Findley  Lake 

Elderkin 

tt 

28 

84 

Oak  Orchard (81 

flying  over) 

Axtells,  et  al 

It 

28 

26 

Silver  Lake 

Thompson 

tl 

28 

2 

Thompsons  Pond 

n 

tt 

28 

142 

Thorold,  Ont. 

Salisburys,  Lowes 

tl 

28 

32 

Bird  &  Hoyt  Sts. 

(flying  over) 

Scanandoahs,  Schaf fner 

It 

28 

60 

James tov/n  (flying 

west  to  east( 

Parker 

It 

29 

17 

Thorold,  Ont. 

Fluellon 

It 

29 

96 

Wellsville  &  vicinity  McMurtrys,  Baker 

(Mrs 

.  1 

McMurtry  reported  many  more  from  Allegany  Co.  east  of 

the 

Genesee  River) 

Canada  Goose 

It 

27,28 

10, 000 (max)  Oak  Orchard  to 

Schaf fner , Nathan , 

Wolcottsville 

Axtells  et  al 

^Barnacle  Goose 

tl 

26 

1 

Stafford’s  Pond 

Schaffner 

#Snow  Goose 

II 

16-26 

1 

ii  n 

Schaf fner , Brownstein , 

many  observers 

II 

27 

2 

it  tt 

Schaffner, Nathan  etal 

#Blue  Goose 

II 

27 

1 

it  ii 

Schaffner, Nathan  etal 

II 

28 

1 

Wolcottsville 

Axtells 

Pintail 

It 

18 

5, 000 (max)  ”  ,  sinks 

Schaffner ,  Br  ov/ns  t  ein 

*Green-w.  Teal 

tl 

19 

1 

Wolcottsville 

Mitchell  et  al 

It 

21 

2 

ii 

Woldman , Schaffner  etal 

H 

27 

4 

Findley  Lake 

Elderkin 

#Blue-w.  Teal 

II 

26 

2 

Wolcottsville 

Schaffner 

It 

27 

20 (max) Findley  Lake 

Elderkin 

^European  Widgeon 

11 

28 

1 

Oak  Orchard 

Axtells, Nathan, 

Mitchell  et  al 

#Amer.  Widgeon 

tt 

7 

1 

Ft. Erie, Ont. 

Rices,  Nathan  et  al 

It 

10 

2 

Ft.  of  Porter  Ave. 

Schaffner 

^Shoveller 

It 

26 

3 

Thorold, Ont . 

Fluellon 

tt 

28 

5 

Oak  Orchard 

Axtells, Nathan, 

Mitchell  et  al 

tt 

30 

1 

Roger’s  Marsh 

McClure, Maddren  rep 

McMurtry 

#Wood  Duck 

II 

28 

2 

Dykes  Creek 

McMurtry 

II 

28 

3 

Findley  Lake 

Elderkin 

Ring-necked  Duck 

tl 

7 

1 

Ft.  of  Porter  Ave. 

Beardsl&e 

tt 

19 

3 

Buckhorn  Is.St.Pk. 

Brownstein, Schaf fner 

II 

19 

3 

Newstead  Sinks 

Mitchell  et  al 

tt 

21 

6 

Nice  Rd.  Sinks 

Wendlings 

(26) 
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Gantfas-back  Mar  ,  29  200  Wellsvijble  &  McMurtry 

vicinity 

(Mrs.  McMurtry  reports  this  is  only  the  fourth  time  she  has  recorded 
this  species  in  Allegany  County.) 


Harlequin  Duck 

it 

6 

2 

Horsehoe  Falls, Ont. 

Nathan, Schaffner  et  al 

n 

7 

2 

it  it  it 

Nathan, Rices  et  al 

Hooded  Merganser 

t» 

14 

5 

Ft .  Erie , Ont . , 
Buckhorn  Is.St.Pk 

Woldman,Pitell 

• 

it 

17 

2 

Mather  Park, Ont, 

Schaffner 

♦Turkey  Vulture 

it 

22 

1 

Hamburg  -  Eden  area 

Creighton,  Bacon 

it 

24 

1 

Alabama 

Brockner 

tt 

26 

2 

Oak  Orchard 

Schaffner 

Sharp-sh.  Hawk 

tt 

24F 

1 

Oak  Orchard 

Brockner 

Cooper’s  Hawk 

it 

10F 

1 

Alabama 

Doyle,  rep.  Mitchell 

it 

14 

1 

Batavia 

Braunberns , Schaffner, 

et  al 

Red-should,  Hawk 

ii 

7 

1 

Allegany  St,Ph. 

Gambles 

ii 

17 

1 

Ellington 

Beardslee 

it 

22 

1 

Angola-on-the-Lake 

Schaffner, Brownstein 

n 

22,23 

1,1 

Hamburg-Eden  area 

Creighton,  Bacon 

tt 

24 

1 

Lawtons 

Schaffner,  Brownstein 

tt 

27 

1 

Panama 

Elderkin 

Rough-leg,  Hawk 

tt 

7 

4 

L.  Ontario  Plain 

Rices,  Nathan  et  al 

• 

tt 

14 

6 (max) 

it  tt  it 

Braunberns,  Schaffner 
et  al 

it 

21 

4 

Oak  Orchard 

Woldman , Schaffner , 
Binghamton  group 

Bald  Eagle 

it 

19 

3(imm. 

)  Navy  Is.,  Ont. 

Schaffner,  Brownstein 

Coot 

tt 

7 

1 

Grand  Island 

McCanns 

tt 

26F 

30(max)  Oak  Orchard 

Schaffner 

w 

29 

25 

Cuba  Lake 

McMurtry 

Woodcock 

it 

14 

1 

Batavia 

Mahaney  rep.  Pixley 

♦Lesser  Yellowlegs 

it 

28 

4 

Wole ottsvi lie 

Axtells, Windsor, 
Mitchell  et  al 

♦Pectoral  Sandpiper 

it 

28 

8 

it 

Ditto 

Glaucous  Gull 

it 

6 

1 

Ft.  Erie, Ont. 

Schaffner , Nathan , 
Brownstein 

it 

27 

1 

Niagara  River 

Salisburys,  Lowes 

Iceland  Gull 

ti 

28 

1 

Horseshoe  Falls, Ont 

.  Klabundes 

Bonaparte’s  Gull 

it 

18  F 

2 

Rose  Hill, Ont. 

Fisk 

Gt,  Horned  Owl 

tt 

18 

1 

587  Ashland  Ave.,Bflo.  Emersons 

Snowy  Owl 

tt 

6,9 

1 

Inner  &  Outer  Breakwall  Mitchell 

ii 

7,10,18 

1 

Ft.  of  Porter  Ave. 

Beardslee, Schaffner, 
Emersons 

tt 

7 

2 

Somerset 

Klabundes,  Wards 

ti 

14 

1 

Yates 

Schaffner , Braunberns , 
et  al 

tt 

24 

1 

Coast  Guard  Station 

Schaffner , Brownstein 

it 

24 

1  Thor old,  Ont. 

(he  reports  it  has  been  seen  < 

Fluellon 

daily) 

it 

27 

1 

Braddock’s  Bay 

Baker, rep.  McMurtry 

ti 

27 

1 

Thor old,  Ont. 

Salisburys,  Lowes 

it 

28 

1 

Java 

Turner,  Dick 

Short-eared  Owl 

it 

7 

4 

Grand  Island 

Brockner 

it 

14 

5 

Buckhorn  Is.St.Pk. 

Woldman, Pitt ell 

Belted  Kingfisher 

tt 

23F 

1 

Delaware  Pk. 

Fisk 

(27) 
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Flicker 


Pileated  Wdpkr. 
^Phoebe 


N.  Horned  Lark 


#Tree  Swallow 


Tufted  Titmouse 
Red-br.  Nuthatch 

Carolina  Wren 
Bluebird 


Cedar  Waxwing 
Gray  Shrike 


* Migrant  Shrike 


Myrtle  Warbler 


Mar 

.  14P 

1 

Grand  Is. 

Woldman,  Pittell 

tt 

•  • 

16 

2 

Stafford’s  Pond 

Schaffner,  Brownstein 

H 

Tt 

it 

22 

14 

2 

1 

flying  north  along 
south  shore 
South  of  Batavia 

ii  ti 

Mahney  rep.  Pixley 

it 

27 

1 

East  Bethany 

Annabals  rep  Pixley 

II 

27 

1 

Oak  Qnchard 

Schaff ner, Nathan, 

It 

28 

2 

tt  ii 

Brownstein 
Mitchell  et  al 

IT 

II 

6 

1 

Yates 

Ward,  Nathan  et  al 

14 

2 

it 

Braunberns , Schaffner , 

It 

21 

3 

Alabama 

et  al 

W  oldman , Schaffner , 

II 

26 

5 

Oak  Orchard 

Brownstein 

Schaffner 

tl 

27 

2 

it  tt 

Rices 

II 

28 

15 (max)  Oak  Orchard  &  Sinks 

Mitchell, Axtells  etal 

II 

5 

1 

Wellsville 

Me Mur try 

II 

23 

1 

Hamburg-Eden  area 

Creighton,  Bacon 

It 

24 

2 

Batavia 

Masons  rep  Pixley 

II 

28 

1 

Lewiston 

Klabundes 

II 

1-31 

4 

Lewiston 

Cole,KLabundes 

It 

4F 

1 

Castile 

Thompson 

II 

13 

1 

Batavia 

Mahan ey  rep  Pixley 

II 

16 

1 

it 

Buckland 

II 

22 

1 

Wellsville 

McMurtry 

11 

13 

25 

Hamburg 

Averys 

II 

7 

1 

Modeltown 

Klabundes 

It 

7 

1 

Creek  Rd. 

Rices,  Nathan  et  al 

II 

14 

2 

Yates,  Shore  Acres 

Br aunb  er n  s , S  c  haf f ne  r , 

tt 

18 

1 

N.  Millgrove  Rd. 

et  al 

Schaffner , Brownstein 

II 

19 

1 

Oak  Orchard 

Mitchell 

11 

21 

4(max)Harris  Hill, Oak 

W  oldman , Scha  f f ner , 

It 

22 

1 

Orchard,  Wolcottsville  Binghamton  group 
Hamburg-Eden  area  Creighton,  Bacon 

It 

24 

2 

Hamlin 

Brockner 

II 

27 

1 

Braddock's  Bay 

Baker  rep  McMurtry 

II 

27 

1 

Thorold,  Ont. 

Salisburys,  Lowes 

It 

27 

1 

Stafford’s  Pond 

Nathan , Schaffner , 

II 

22 

1 

Belmont 

Brownstein 

Baker,  rep  McMurtry 

II 

28 

1 

Oak  Orchard 

Mitchell, Nathan  et  al 

II 

19 

1 

East  Bethany 

Annabals,  rep  Pixley 

II 

24 

2 

Irving 

Brownstein, Schaffner 

The  Icterids  in  general  have  moved  into  the  area  since  mid-February, 
v/hich  is  exceptionally  early.  Numbers  had  already  arrived  by  March 
15th  of  Meadowlarks,  Redwings,  and  Grackles.  The  only  exception  to  the 
trend  surprisingly  was  the  Cov;bird  which  did  not  show  any  decided 
movement  until  the  end  of  this  month. 


Rusty  Blackbird 


Cowbird 


ti 


18  F 
21 

27 

7F 

28 
28 


2  Akron,  Oak  Orchard 

1  Lewiston  Rd. 

2 00 (max)  Ditch  Rd. 


1 

25 


(28) 


Bedell  Rd.  & 

Connecting  Blvd. 
Hamburg 
Oak  Orchard, 

Wolcottsville 


Schaffner,  Brownstein 
Woldman 

Schaff ner , Nathan , 
Brownstein 
Woldman,  Pittell 

Averys 

Axtells 
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Purple  Finch 

Mar , 

.  6 

32 (max)  Dufferin  Is.,0nt. 

Nathan,  Ward  et  al 

Pine  Siskin 

Tl 

7  (small  flock)  Carolltown 

Eatons 

#Red  Crossbill 

tl 

7 

50  plus 

it 

it 

II 

7 

1 

Wilson 

Rices,  Nathan  et  al 

White-w.  Crossbill  n 

7 

1 

ti 

it  it  n 

Fox  Sparrow 

II 

7,31 

1 

Alden 

Wolfling 

If 

21 

1 

Castile 

Thompson 

tl 

31 

Hamburg 

Averys 

It 

31 

1 

Lasalle 

Heilborns 

Lapland  Longspur 

It 

6 

56 

Yates 

Ward,  Nathan  et  al 

tl 

21 

9 

Wolcottsville, 

Oak  Orchard 

V/  oldman ,  S  chaff  ner , 

Binghamton  group 

Snow  Bunting 

It 

6 

150 

Yates 

Ward, Nat nan  et  al 

It 

7 

30 

New  Rd. 

Rices,  Nathan  et  al 

It 

28 

200 

Java 

Turner,  Duck 

Previously  Recorded  (February-corrected) 

-  104 

Additions 

17 

Total  to  Date 

121 

ADDENDA: 

^Bluebird 

Feb  4 

►  10 , 12 , 14  4 

Lewiston 

Cole,KLabundes 

(seen  daily  after  these  dates) 

#Fox  Sparrow 

u 

28 

1 

Alden 

Wolfling 

ERRATA : 

Prothonotary ,  Vol. 

20, 

No.  3,  Page  18 

Winter  Wren 

Feb. 

7,20,28 

1 

Brock T s  Monument , Ont . 

,  Salisburys 

1 

Dufferin  Is lands, Ont, 

various  parties 

should  read: 

Winter  Wren 

Feb. 

7,20,28 

1 

Dufferin  Islands, Ont. 

various  parties 

tt 

14 

1 

Brock’s  Monument, Ont. 

Salisburys 

X.  WHAT  CONSTITUTES  ADEQUATE  VERIFICATION? 

At  the  February  10,  1954,  meeting  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  there 
was  a  brief  group  discussion  of  what  should  be  the  minimum  to  be  observed  and  des¬ 
cribed  in  a  verifying  account  accompanying  any  unusual  avian  sight  record.  The 
discussion  ?;as  based  upon  a  letter  sent  in  by  one  of  our  members  as  verification  for 
an  actual  observation.  His  account  is  given  here  in  its  entirety  (his  permission  has 
been  generously  granted  to  publish  this  entire  discussion): 

nMy  only  noteworthy  record  for  July  was  a  bob-white  which  flew  acrods 
the  road  near  Holland,  N.Y.,  on  July  19.  The  fan-shaped  tail,  white 
at  throat,  and  lack  of  white  in  tail  were  all  clearly  observed  by 
both _ _____  and  me«” 

Besides  three  items  in  this  account  that  furnish  explicit  descriptive  informa¬ 
tion,  there  is  implicit  information  in  a  fourth  item;  namely,  the  mere  statement 
that  the  bird  was  a  Bob-white,  which  of  course  implies  that  the  observer  noted  the 
bird  to  have  about  the  size,  general  form,  and  manner  of  flight  that  he  associates 
with  the  Bob-white.  These  general  characters  must  have  been  readily  apparent  under 
the  circumstances.  This  total  combination  of  characters  can  refer  to  only  one  bird— 
the  Bob-white {other  than  the  extremely  unlikely  Chukar  Partridge).  Does  a  competent 
compiler  or  statistician  then  consider  this  account  adequate  for  establishing  the 
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reasonable  certainty  of  the  correctness  of  this  identification?  The  opinion  of  the 
great  majority  of  the  many  who  expressed  opinions  was  ”no.”  Yet  no  one  denied  that 
the  description  as  given  had  to  be  that  of  a  Bob-white  and  could  not  be  of  anything 
else.  Likewise,  no  one  suggested  (nor  even  thought,  I  am  sure)  that  the  observer’s 
vision  might  be  unusually  faulty  in1  some  way,  nor  that  he  might  have  some  mental 
defect,  nor  that  he  might  have  been  at  least  a  little  dishonest  in  his  reporting, 
nor  even  that  he  might  not  have  had  m$ch  previous  experience  with  this  species 
(actually  he  lived  five  years  where  he  saw  it  frequently  —  but  the  question  was 
not  raised).  The  fact  that  he  himself  mentioned  the  noteworthiness  of  the  observa¬ 
tion  and  especially  that  he  voluntarily  accompanied  his  original  report  with  des¬ 
criptive  particulars  would  seem  to  indicate  that  he  was  well  aware  of  the  bird’s 
rarity  in  our  area  and  was  not  therefore  making  a  casual  report  based  on  a  careless 
observation  that  he  expected  to  be  accepted  uncritically. 

Then  what  possible  basis  can  there  be  for  anyone—  let  alone  the  great  majority 
of  those  who  spoke  in  the  meeting — not  granting  full  credence  to  such  a  report? 

(Full  reasonable  credence  is,  of  course,  the  minimum  for  scientific  acceptability). 
To  bird  observers  who  have  expressed  opposition  to  a  policy  that  asks  for  descrip¬ 
tions  of  ’’all  pertinent  details”  regarding  unusual  reports,  this  is  a  legitimate 
question. 

In  understanding  the  request  of  the  statisticians  for  ’’all  pertinent  details” 
concerning  an  important  sight  record,  three  general  points  are  of  greatest  impor¬ 
tance.  Firstly,  it  is  necessary  to  understand  that  one  of  our  most  important 
purposes  in  compiling,  critically  calling,  and  publishing  our  reports  is  that 
our  records  may  be  considered  reliable  enough  to  be  used  by  future  scientists. 
Secondly,  we  must  have  an  idea  of  what  are  likely  to  be  the  minimum  requirements  for 
a  sight  record  to  be  acceptable  to  those  future  scientists.  At  least  we  must  know 
that  science  considers  personal  ’’authority”  an  inadequate  source  of  reliable 
knowledge  and  places  greater  value  on  knowledge  arrived  at  by  a  consensus  of  judg¬ 
ments  of  experts  who  have  examined  and  tested  the  evidence  and  reasoning  on  which 
the  observer  based  his  conclusions.  For  a  scientific  sight  record  of  a  bird,  an 
adequate  descrintion  of  the  evidence  must  be  substituted  for  the  direct  evidence 
itself,  of  course.  Thirdly,  yet  really  most  basic  in  importance,  and  most  difficult 
for  persons  without  scientific  training  to  comprehend — or  even  to  believe — is  the 
understanding  of  how  easily  and  frequently  everyone,  including  oneself,  unknowingly 
makes  mistakes  in  his  simplest  sense  impressions,  also  in  his  interpretations  of  his 
impressions,  in  the  reasoning  leading  to  his  conclusions  or  identifications,  in  the 
thoroughness  with  which  he  calls  to  mind  all  possible  alternative  conclusions,  and 
in  the  procedures  by  which  he  attempts — or,  more  usually,  neglects  to  attempt — to 
verify  his  conclusions.  That  anyone  at  anytime  may  make  a  mistake  unbeknown  to 
himself  is  a  fundamental  principle  accepted  by  science. 

A  person  uninformed  in  basic  scientific  principles  normally  goes  through  life 
unaware  of  all  but  a  few  of  the  scores,  or  perhaps  hundreds  or  thousands  of  mistakes 
in  the  above  categories  that  he  commits  every  day — and  as  for  the  few  boners  that 
he  may  notice,  if  they  are  his  own,  his  subconscious  mind  usually  bids  him  forget 
them  as  soon  as  possible.  Most  of  these  mistakes  are  of  little  or  no  apparent 
consequence  to  their  perpetrator.  This  in  part  explains  how  so  many  go  unnoticed. 

But  in  the  complex  series  of  usually  imperfect  observations  and  thought  processes 
that  lead  to  the  field  identification  of  a  bird,  a  number  of  such  errors  nearly 
always  occur,  and  though  they  do  not  necessarily  result  in  a  misidentification,  some¬ 
times  they  do.  A  very  important  point  for  our  present  discussion  is  that,  whether 
or  not  a  particular  identification  is  correct,  the  existence  of  a  number  of  important 
mistakes  in  the  written  account  that  is  intended  to  substantiate  the  report  puts  the 
entire  report  in  a  bad  light.  The  effect,  of  course,  is  that  even  a  correct  iden¬ 
tification  may  thereby  be  made  to  appear  as  if  based  on  errors  and,  in  such  a  case, 
must  therefore  be  considered  as  of  dubious  reliability. 
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Host  of  these  are  errors  of  omission:  failure  to  note  (or  at  least  to  mention 
noting)  important  details,  failure  to  be  clear  or  exact,  failure  to  specify  that 
certain  characteristics  of  similar  species  were  particularly  noted  to  be  absent, 
failure  to  distinguish  from  all  similarly  describable  species, — to  mention  but  a 
few. 


Errors  of  commission— committed  during  the  process  of  identifying — are  usually 
not  recognizable  as  such  in  the  verifying  description,  but  the  reasonable  possibil¬ 
ity  of  their  having  occurred  may  nullify  the  validity  of  the  record.  For  example, 
there  could  have  been  such  errors  in  this  Dob-white  identification,  but  we  have  no 
way  of  knowing  whether  there  were  or  not.  In  such  an  account,  the  ’’white  at  throat” 
could  have  been  bright  sunlight  reflected  in  an  unexpected  way.  This  effect  can 
even  make  a  Grow  look  white.  Also,  many  persons  habitually  call  light  gray  ’’white” 
(young  Pheasants  have  light  gray  at  throat).  Likewise,  many  persons  call  any  light 
color  ’’white,”  especially  when  it  is  a  great  deal  paler  than  some  nearby  areas,  as 
is  the  light  buffy  throat  of  a  young  Grouse.  Furthermore,  in  some  lights  pale  buff 
may  actually  look  about  the  same  as  white  does  under  the  same  conditions.  Any  of 
these  possible  errors  could  have  been  committed,  as  also  could  others,  so  far  as  the 
description  indicates.  Every  observant,  analytically-minded  bird  student  who  has 
had  much  experience  checking  sight  records  knows  that  such  errors  are  committed 
very, very  commonly,  and  frequently  even  by  the  better  field  observers.  In  fact 
they  are  so  common  that  in  an  instance  such  as  this  Bob-white  write-up,  in  which 
the  identification  depends  on  every  one  of  the  described  characters  being  exactly 
as  cited,  and  unless  good  reasons  are  given  for  believing  that  the  observer  could 
not  reasonably  have  been  mistaken  in  his  impression  or  interpretation  of  any  one  of 
them,  such  a  report  is  to  be  considered  officially  as  not  containing  adequate  veri¬ 
fication  for  it  to  be  rated  ’’true  beyond  reasonable  doubt.”  Hence,  since  reasonable 
doubt  must  remain  in  the  mind  of  a  critical  reader  of  the  description,  the  report 
does  not  meet  the  minimum  standards  of  scientific  reliability. 

Statisticians  for  an  organization  whose  aims  are  to  serve  the  cause  of  science 
must  consider  it  their  duty  to  find,  in  a  verifying  account  of  an  important  obser¬ 
vation,  any  error  of  omission  —  plus  any  possibilities  of  errors  of  commission— 
that  might  reasonably  permit  the  description  to  refer  to  another  species  than  the 
one  named.  To  give  an  example  from  the  Bob-white  report:  through  one  of  the 
several  above-mentionod  possible  misinterpretations  of  the  color  that  was  reported 
as  ’’white  at  throat,”  the  bird  could  have  been  a  young  Pheasant  or  Grouse,  so  far  as 
the  description  indicates.  This  ambiguity  results  from  the  error  of  omission  of 
further  explanatory  details  that  would  have  eliminated  the  possibility  of  these  two 
species. 


Maybe  a  Bob-white  was  seen  near  Holland;  we  don’t  know,  and  unfortunately  we 
probably  never  will  know.  We  would  like  to  know,  as  we  would  like  to  know  about 
many  other  important  reports  that  are  similarly  doubtful,  owing  to  lack  of  sufficient 
pertinent  details.  Being  a  ’’sight  record  ornithologist”  requires  more  than  merely 
the  ability  to  identify  live  wild  birds  with  a  high  degree  of  accuracy;  it  requires 
also  the  ability  to  anticipate  the  questions  that  will  occur  to  the  skeptics,  and 
to  answer  them  before  they  are  asked. 


By  our  own  choice  we  are  not  just  a  ’’bird  club;”  we  have  chosen  to  be  an 
’’Ornithological  Society;”  ornithological  is  defined  as  scientific;  a  fundamental 
principle  in  being  scientific  is  that  scientific  data  require  full  verification,^ 
otherwise  date  are  not  scientific.  Whether  particular  date  have  ’’full  verification’ 
depends  on  ’’universal  agreement”  among  scientists.  If  even  one  competent  scientist 
or  his  equivalent  records  his  reasons  for  believing  that  full  verification  is 
lacking,  then  also  from  the  standpoint  of  science  itself  full  verification  is 
lacking .  Acceptance  by  our  statisticians,  then,  does  not  guarantee  the  ultimate 
acceptance  of  one  of  our  sight  records  by  science,  since  anyone  more  competent  than 
our  statisticians  in  discovering  defects  in  verification  can  destroy  the  validity 
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of  any  of  our  records,  if  defects  are  present  in  the  verification,  waiting  to  be 
discovered.  It  is  desirable  for  a  number  of  reasons  them  incompletely  verified 
records  be  recognized  as  such  as  soon  as  possible.  The  most  adequate  statisticians, 
then,  are  those  who  can  find  the  greatest  number  of  the  verification  defects  that 
could  be  found  by  any  other  critics.  Likewise  the  most  adequate  verification  is  the 
one  that  most  fully  anticipates  and  answers  in  advance  all  the  doubts  and  questions 
that  the  most  skeptical  and  imaginative  critics  might  raise • 


Harold  H.  Axtell 


APRIL  BIRD  COUNT  -  APRIL  4.  1954 

The  weather  for  the  April  Count  made  the  participants  feel  as  though  they  were 
taking  part  in  a  Christmas  Census.  The  thermometer  ranged  from  8°  to  40°>  and  the 
ground  was  covered  with  2  to  18  inches  of  snow.  The  wind  was  strong  to  gentle, 
and  most  areas  had  clear  skies.  The  small  ponds  and  sinks  were  frozen  in  the 
morning,  but  some  of  them  thawed  in  the  afternoon. 

118  observers,  including  those  at  feeding  stations,  recorded  110  species  and 
131,000  individuals.  These  included  284  grebes,  225  swans,  over  19,000  geese,  and 
nearly  41 >000  ducks. 

Numbers  of  the  following  species  were  higher  than  they  have  been  for  the  last 
ten  years:  Canada  Goose,  Mallard,  Black  Duck,  European  'widgeon,  American  Widgeon, 
Redhead,  Ring-necked  Duck,  Buffle-head,  White-winged  Scoter,  Hooded  Merganser,  Red¬ 
breasted  Merganser,  Cooper^  Hawk,  Sparrow  Hawk,  Woodcock,  Glaucous  Gull,  Iceland 
Gull,  Herring  Gull,  Short-eared  Owl,  Hairy  Woodpecker,  Downy  Woodpecker,  Northern 
Horned  Lark,  Prairie  Horned  Lark,  Crow,  Black-capped  Chickadee,  Tufted  Titmouse, 
White-breasted  Nuthatch,  Red-breasted  Nuthatch,  Gray  Shrike,  Starling,  House 
Sparrow,  Cardinal,  and  Tree  Sparrow. 

The  European  Widgeon,  Snowy  Owl,  and  Snow  Bunting  have  appeared  previously  on 
only  three  of  our  April  Bird  Counts;  the  Snow  Goose,  Gray  Shrike,  and  Red  Crossbill 
on  only  two;  the  Harlequin  Duck,  Northern  Horned  Lark,  Pine  Siskin,  and  Lapland 
L^ngspur  on  one;  the  Turkey,  and  Saw-v/het  Owl  appear  for  the  first  time  on  this 
Count. 

Territories 

A  -  Rockhouse  Pt.  to  Dunnville  Marsh,  Grand  R.,  and  inland  to  Welland  R.  -  B. Nathan, 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  H.  Rice,  R.  Pittell 

B  -  Port  Cclborne  Ont.  to  Rockhouse  Pt.  to  Mud  Lake  via  Canal  feeder  -  H.D. Mitchell, 

H.  Kivett 

C  -  Canadian  shore  of  Lako  Erie,  Fort  Erie  to  Welland  Canal  and  inland  -  M.L. Emerson, 

H.  Thorpe,  E.J.  Windsor 

D  -  Delaware  Park,  Forest  Lawn  Cemetery,  Lincoln  Park,  University  Grounds  &  Sinks  - 

M.  &  M.  Wendling,  G.  Webster 

E  -  Canadian  side  Niagara  R.,  Fort  Erie  to  Niagara  Falls  and  Ft.  of  Porter  Ave.  U.S. 

J.  Savage,  W.  Almendinger 

F  -  Grand  Glaud,  north  of  Whitehaven  Rd.  -  Mr.  &  Mrs.  E.  Cummiskey,  L.  Mansfield 
FF  -  Grand  Glaud,  south  of  Whitehaven  Rd.  -  A.  Dietrich 

G  -  U.S.  side  of  Niagara  r/.  Bird  Glaud  to  N.  Falls  and  inland  areas  -  Mr.  &  Mrs.  ; 

R.  Kirsch,  D.  Brettle 

GG  -  Back  roads  of  Niagara  County,  Pekin,  Cambria,  Pendleton,  etc.  -  C.  Beardslee 
H  -  Canadian  side  of  Niagara  R.  from  Niagara  Falls  to  Lake  Ontario  to  Port  Weller  and 

South  inland  (not  inc.  N.  Falls)  -  Mr.  &  Mrs.  R.  McCann,  Mr.  &  Mrs. 

A.  Tulinoff 

I  -  U  S  side  of  Niagara  R.,  Niagara  Falls  to  Lake  Ontario,  east  to  Wilson  - 

(32)  Dr,  &  Mrs.  H.  Axtell,  A.  Schaffner 
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j  -  Lake  Ontnrio  Shore,  Wilson  to  Point  Breeze  -  Mr.  &  Mrs.  W*  Klabunde,  Mr.  &  Mrs. 

M.  Ward 

K  -  Rochester  area,  west  Lake shore  in  Monroe  County  from  Genesee  River  west  to 
Monroe  County  line  -  H.  Van  Beurden,  W.  Listman,  et  al 

L  -  Oak  Orchard  &  Wolcottsville  -  Mr.  &  Mrs.  E.  Ulrich,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  H.  Gros,  F.  &  A. 

Vanderbles,  L.  Turner,  A.  Bowen,  F.  Rathburn, 
J.  McCormick 

M  -  The  "Sinks” ,  Clarence,  Newstead,  Rice  Rd.,  etc.  -  W.  Brockner  -  M. .  &  M. 

Wendling,  A.  Webster 

N  -  Batavia,  Horsehoe  L.,  LnGauge  L.,  Lake  LeRoy  -  Firs.  0.  Pixley,  R.  &  N.  Annabel, 

M.  &  J.  Mason,  A.  Mahaney 

0  -  Silver  Lake,  Castile,  Letchworth  Park  -  W.G.  Farnsdale 
00  -  Gainesville  &  vicinity  -  Mrs,  E.V.  Smith 

P  -  Sandusky,  Crystal  Lake,  Rushford  L.,  Lime  L.  (Cuba  L.)  -  Mrs.  &  Mr.  W,  McShane 
Q  -  Colden,  Holland,  Beaver  Meadow  Sanctuary,  Java  Lake  -  M.  James  &  T.  Gunning, 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  J,  Kilburn,  Beckers  (2),  Bushs  (2), 
Pratts  (2) 

R  -  East  Aurora,  Emery  Park,  Orchard  Park,  Chestnut  Ridge,  O.P.  Reservoir  - 

R.  Byron,  J.  Gregory 

S  -  South  Shore  Lake  Erie,  Buffalo  Harbor,  Tifft  St.,  Angola  -  A.J.  Wright 
T  -  Hamburg,  Eden,  areas  south  -  Mr .  &  Mrs.  J.  Bacon,  J.  Bacon,  R.  Munch,  D.  Tills, 

M.  Line,  E.  Munch  -  Mr.  &  Mrs.  C.  Avery  and 
feeder  watchers 

TT  -  Cattaraugus,  Otto,  Gowanda,  Taylor  Hollow,  Versailles  -  J.  Braunberns 
U  -  South  Dayton,  Kent  Switch,  Mud  Lakes,  Fores tville  to  Cherry  Creek  -  F.  Rew, 

D.  Kanski 

V  -  Dunkirk,  Fredonia,  Bear  L.,  Cassadaga  Lake  -  T.  Schober,  F.  Schober, 

Miss  Meierhoffer 

W  -  Chautauqua  Lake,  Riverside  Marsh,  Stillwater  areas,  Jamestown  -  C,  Beal, 

A.  Hiller,  J,  Bloomquist,  P.  Robinson, 

J,  Bursewicz,  C.  Parker,  R.  Jurkowski,  R. 
Sundell,  Roger  Sundell,  Mr.  $  M6s.  Burgeson, 
Mr,  &  Mrs.  Elderkin,  H.  Kind. 

X  -  Allegany  State  Park,  East  Randolph  -  E.  Melberg,  H.  Creighton 

Y  -  Allegheny  River,  Vandalia  to  Portville  (Cuba  Lake  and  North  Cuba  Marsh  )  - 

S.  Eaton,  G.  Coleman,  F.  Meyers 

Z  -  Wellsville,  Alma  Pond,  Cuba  Lake  and  Marsh,  Bowangda  Club  pond  -  E.  McMurtry, 

D  Baker,  P.  Daire,  F.  Maddren,  V/.  McMurtry 


Bird  List 

Species 
Common  Loon 
Horned  Grebe 
Pied-billed  Grebe 
Gr.  Blue  Heron 
B.-cr.  Night  Heron 
Whistling  Swan 
Canada  Goose 
Snow  Goose 
Blue  Goose 
Mallard 
Black  Duck 
Gadwall 
Pintail 
Green-w.  Teal 
Blue-w.  Teal 
European  Widgeon 
American  Widgeon 
Shoveller 


Number 

Terr. 

Species 

Number 

Terr. 

6 

Wood  Duck 

40 

176 

Redhead 

993 

108 

Ring-necked  Duck 

602 

66 

DV 

Canvas-back 

1,263 

15 

Greater  Scaup 

1,935 

225 

Lesser  Scaup 

965 

19,191 

Amer.  Golden-eye 

1,201 

1 

L 

Buffle-head 

1,025 

1 

L 

Old-squaw 

340 

481 

Harlequin  Duck 

1 

B 

2,451 

White-w, .  Scoter 

91 

EIJK 

10 

AD  MW 

Ruddy  Duck 

62 

2,818 

Hooded  Merganser 

150 

28 

Amer.  Merganser 

1,161 

61 

Red-br.  Merganser 

3,924 

2 

AFL 

Turkey  Vulture 

22 

KLU 

1,270 

Sharp-sh,  Hawk 

8 

24 

Cooper's  Hawk 

9 

(33) 
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Species 

Number 

Terri 

Species 

Number 

Terr. 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

40 

Crow 

2,011 

Red-should.  Hawk 

18 

Black-c,  Chickadee 

286 

Rough  leg.  Hawk 

4 

AFKN 

Tufted  Titmouse 

12 

Bald  Eagle 

3 

OV 

White-br.  Nuthatch 

54 

Marsh  Hawk 

74 

Red-br.  Nuthatch 

9 

Sparrow  Hawk 

127 

Brown  Creeper 

28 

Ruffed  Grouse 

3 

TTYZ 

Winter  Wren 

4 

RY 

Pheasant 

227 

Carolina  Wren 

3 

CUW 

Turkey 

2 

Y 

Robin 

2,591 

Coot 

322 

Bluebird 

71 

Killdeer 

338 

Golden-cr.  Kinglet 

76 

Woodcock 

17 

KWX 

Cedar  Waxwing 

10 

NO 

Wilson*s  Snipe 

7 

KWX 

Gray  Shrike 

4 

GIKN 

Glaucous  Gull 

5 

El 

Migrant  Shrike 

4 

AIUV 

Iceland  Gull 

4 

EHK 

Starling 

14,615 

Gt.  Black-b,  Gull 

12 

House  Sparrow 

3,703 

Herring  Gull 

13,322 

E.  Meadowlark 

659 

Ring-b.  Gull 

16,823 

Red-w,  Blackbird 

7,582 

Bonaparte’s  Gull 

549 

Rusty  Blackbird 

118 

Rock  Dove 

212 

Grackle 

1,289 

Mourning  Dove 

141 

Cowbird 

692 

Screech  Owl 

2 

K 

Cardinal 

93 

Great  Horned  Owl 

5 

BIKN 

Purple  Finch 

52 

Snowy  Owl 

1 

K 

Pine  Siskin 

11 

OOX 

Barred  Owl 

1 

Y 

Goldfinch 

137 

Short-eared  Owl 

10 

AKTTT 

Red  Crossbill 

25 

Y 

Saw-whet  Owl 

1 

K 

Savannah  Sparrow 

20 

Belted  Kingfisher 

33 

Vesper  Sparrow 

17 

Flicker 

14 

Slate-col.  Junco 

654 

Pileated  Wdpkr . 

1 

P 

Tree  Sparrow 

915 

Hairy  Wdpkr, 

30 

Field  Sparrow 

1 

K 

Downy  Wdpkr . 

101 

Wh.-th.  Sparrow 

1 

Phoebe 

18 

Fox  Sparrow 

11 

N.  Horned  Lark 

435 

Swamp  Sparrow 

4 

AkL 

Prairie  Horned  Lark 

799 

Song  Sparrow 

2,284 

Tree  Swallow 

14 

KLWX 

Lapland  Longspur 

35 

IJW 

Blue  Jay 

84 

Snow  Bunting 

89 

JMW 

Unidentified  birds:  801  scaups,  1200  ducks,  1  buteo,  400  gulls,  1  owl,  2  wood 
peckers,  60  horned  larks, 

Helen  Creighton,  Leader 


PROPOSED  AMENDMENT  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION 

Anend  Article  XII,  Section  I  to  read:  .  .  , 

The  Territory  within  which  the  Society* s  most  intensive  work  shrill  be  made, 

--nd  to  which  the  Permanent  Records  shall  be  confined,  shall  include  all  that 
portion  of  the  Sta^e  of  New  York  which  lies  west  of  Route  98  south  to  Batavia  west 
of  Prute  63  to  Pavilion,  west  of  Route  19  to  the  Allegany  County  Line  and  all  of 

K  -$-*  r™  »:.rr;s  t  ssk  srasm. 

Hoad  through^Smithvill^and'  northeast  to  Seville  then  North  to  Lake  Ontario. 
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PROGRAM  -  MEETINGS 


Meetings  are  in  the  Humboldt  Room  of  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  at  8:00  P.M,  on 
Wednesday  unless  otherwise  stated. 

May  12  —  Study  Skin  Collection  —  Room  302  of  the  Museum  -  Leader:  Dr,  Harold  Axtell 
Plan  May  Bird  Count  -  Leader:  Walter  Klabunde,  Creek  Road  Extension, 
R.D.  1,  Lewiston,  N.Y.  (Lewiston  6-2424). 

May  26  —  Study  of  Singing  &  Breeding  Habits  of  the  Connecticut  Warbler  -  Speaker: 
Dr.  Harold  Axtell.  Highlights  of  the  May  Bird  Count  -  Walter 
Klabunde,  Leader. 

June  9  -  Supper  Meeting.  Meet  at  Old  Fort  Erie  Picnic  Grounds  at  6:00  P.M.  Bring 
a  basket  lunch. 

June  23  -  Supper  Meeting.  Meet  at  Como  Park  at  6:00  P.M.  Bring  a  basket  lunch. 

If  you  can  provide  transportation,  or  if  you  need  transportation,  call 
Lena  Turner  (MA.  4300). 


PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 

Sunday,  May  2  -  South  Shore  of  Lake  Erie,  Meet  at  Court  St.  side  of  City  Hall 
at  8:00  A.M.  Leader:  Winston  Brockner  (SU.  5896). 

Saturday  -  Sunday,  May  15-16  -  Pymatuning.  Meet  at  7:00  A.M, ,  Saturday  at  Court 
St.  side  of  City  Hall.  Bring  lunch.  Important  -  Please  make  your 
own  hotel  reservations  before  May  11;  write  to  Mrs.  Myrtle  Bielo, 
c/o  Travelers  Hotel,  Linesville,  Penna,  For  any  further  information 
call  the  leader:  Winston  Brockner  (SU,  5896). 

Saturday,  May  22  -  Breakfast  in  Delaware  Park.  7:30  to  8:30  A.M.  in  the  picnic 

area  near  Rumsey  Road  and  Lincoln  Pkwy.  Benefit  of  the  Sanctuary  Fund, 
Chairman  Sylvia  Brockner  (SU,  5896).  For  reservations  call 
E.  Praemassing  (VI,  3289).  Friends  are  invited. 

Sunday,  May  23  -  May  Bird  Count.  Leader:  Walter  Klabunde,  Creek  Road,  Extension, 
R.D,  1,  Lewiston,  N.Y.  (Lewiston  6-2424)*  Please  contact  the  leader 
if  you  will  take  part. 

Saturday,  July  10  -  Field  Trip  and  Picnic  Supper  at  Tills*  Hills.  Benefit  of  the 
Sanctuary  Fund, 


BREEDING  RECORDS: 

Sparrow  Hawk  Mar.  19 

Crow  Mar.  22 


A  pair  observed  in  copulation 

at  Beaver  Is.  St.  Pk.  Schaffner,Brownstein 

2  seen  carrying  nesting 

material  into  grove  of  trees 

at  Windmill  Pt.,  West,  Ont.  Fisk 


Please  mail  your  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  third  day  of  the 
following  month  to  Art  Schaffner,  170  Laurel  St.,  Buffalo  8,  N.Y, 

EDITOR:  Ray  McCann,  59  Anderson  Place,  Buffalo  22,  N.Y. 

TREASURER:  Harold  Rice,  16  West  Park  Road,  Grand  Island,  N.Y, 
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Published  Monthly  by  the  Buffalo.  Ornithol.o/d.ca:!  Soci  fit vf.Tnc.». 

Buffalo,  New  York 


THE  MONTH 

April* s  weather  was  characteristically  changeable.  The  snow  from  the  storm  in 
late  March  remained  through  the  unusually  cold  first  five  days.  The  average  temper¬ 
ature  was  J»,5°  above  normal,  the  most  notable  period  of  excessive  heat  being  from 
the  19th  to  the  24th.  Precipitation  was  1.4  inches  above  normal.  Of  the  northern 
visitors,  Harlequin  Duck  and  Snowy  Owl  stayed  until  mid-April.  Swans  continued  to 
be  reported  much  more  frequently  than  in  most  years.  Unexpected  birds,  new  to  ob¬ 
servers  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Niagara  Frontier,  were  two  male  European  Teal  at 
Shore  Acres  and  a  Green— tailed  Towhee  in  Welland,  Ontario,  Especially  interesting 
is  the  discovery  of  hundreds  of  Red- throated  Loons  migrating  westward  low  over  the 
water  just  within  sight  of  the  south  shore  of  Lake  Ontario,  outnumbering  the  Common 
Loons  by  several  hundred  per  cent.  The  numbers  of  Golden  Plover  and  Pectoral  Sand¬ 
piper  wer^  unusually  high  for  the  spring  season.  Notable  hawk  flights  wore  reported 
on  the  18th,  20th,  21st,  and  22nd.  These  migrations  were  not  correlated  with  either 
wind  velocity  or  direction,  the  official  report  of  the  wind  direction  for  the  four 
days  being  SW,  HE,  NE,  and  SSW.  They  were,  however,  correlated  with  unseasonably 
warm  weather  on  those  days.  Except  in  the  first  few  days  of  the  month,  most  mig¬ 
rants  arrived  very  unusually  early;  among  the  more  extremely  early  or  otherwise 
unusual  records  of  small  migrant  land  birds  were  the  White- eyed  Vireo  and  Worm¬ 
eating,  Orange- crowned,  Cerulean  and  Palm  Warblers.  It  was  indeed  a  ”big  month.” 

Harold  H.  Axtell 
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Schaf fner, Li stman, etal 
Schaf fner, Brown stein 
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Buckhom  Is.St.Pk. 

ii 

11 
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*Ruby-cr«  Kinglet 

Apr, 

.  8 

4 

Delaware  Kirk 

Schaffner 

»t 

9 

1 

Bast  Aurora 

James,  Diet  rich,  K.McCann 
et  al 

Pipit 

it 

11 

2 

Wolcott sville 

Nathan,  Ward 

it 

18 

25 

Holland 

Moore 

Migrant  Shrike 

tt 

7 

1 

Tonawanda  Ind.  Res. 

Schaffner,  KLvett 

tt 

18 

2 

L.  Ontario  shore 

Nathan*  Axtells  et  al 

ti 

20 

1 

Derby 

Axtells 

tt 

29 

2 

Johnson  Creek 

Brockner 

*  White- eyed  Vireo 

n 

29 

1 

Delaware  Park 

Schaffner,Fisk,Axfc&ll, 
et  al 

*  Solitary  Vireo 

ti 

16 

1 

11  n 

R.  Axtell 

»t 

29 

1 

Strykersville 

Cre  i  ght  on ,  J  ame  s , 

K.  McCann  et  al 

*Black  &  White  Warbler 

h  22 

1 

Long  Beach, Ont. 

Schaffner 

ti 

25 

3 

Delaware  Park 

Osgood 

ii 

29 

1 

Tifft  Street 

D.  Greene 

ii 

27 

1 

Well sville 

McMurtry 

ti 

27,28 

3,1 

Til  or  old ,  Qnt • 

Flue 11 on 

it 

29 

1 

E.  Morris  St.,Bflo* 

George  Smiths,  Jr. 

ti 

29 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

Roger son 

* Worm- eating  ’Warbler  « 

22 

1 

Morgan  Pt . , Ont , 

Schaffner 

*  Orange- cr.  Warbler  M 

22 

1 

11  n  11 

11 

^Nashville  Warbler 

it 

25 

2 

Delaware  park 

Osgood 

ti 

25 

1 

Tifft  Street 

D.  Greene 

♦i 

26 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

Roger son 

ii 

27 

1 

11  11 

Koch 

it 

27 

1 

Thorold,Ont . 

Flue lion 

n 

28 

1 

Jamestown 

Beal 

ii 

29 

1 

Morgan  Pt.,Qnt. 

Osgood 

*Yellow  Warbler 

n 

25 

1 

East  Bethany 

Anna ba Is  rep.  Pixley 

ii 

25 

1 

Jamestown 

Beal 

ti 

25 

1 

Delaware  park 

Osgood 

♦i 

27 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

Koch 

Myrtle  Warble r 

« 

15F 

1 

Forest  Lawn 

R.  Axtell 

tt 

15F 

1 

Tonawanda  Ind .Re  s • 

Schaffner 

ii 

18 

1 

lakeside  Park 

Nathan,  Axtells,  et  al 

h 

20 

9 

Forest  lawn 

Nathan 

« 

20 

3 

Rose  Hi 11, Ont. 

Fisk 

*Bl.-thr#  Green 

ii 

27 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

Rogerson 

Warbler 

M  27,28 

1,1 

Thorold,0nt . 

Flue lion 

11 

29 

1 

Jamestown 

Elderkin 

11 

29 

1 

Strykersville 

Cr e i gh to n , Jame s , 

K.  McCann  et  al 

* Cerulean  Warbler 

11 

24 

1 

Morgan  Pt . , Ont . 

Axtells 

*W.  Palm  Warbler 

11 

9 

2 

East  Aurora, 

James ,Di etri ch ,  K.McCann 
et  al 

11 

25 

1 

Tifft  St. 

D.  Greene 

n 

25 

3 

East  Manitou  Rd. 

Schaffner,Listman  et  al 

*Nor.  Wat ort brush 

M 

25 

1 

Forest  Lawn 

Brockners 

♦1 

27 

1 

11  ii 

SChaffner,  Nathan 

*  Bobolink 

II 

50 

1 

Batavia  Township 

Buckland 

*  Baltimore  Oriole 

II 

30 

1 

Well sville 

McMurtry 

It 

30 

3: 

Niagara  Falls 

Rogerson 

II 

30 

1 

Gainesville 

Mrs.  E.  V.  Smith 

Pine  Siskin 

♦1 

12 

1 

Allegany  St .Pk. 

Brockner 

II 

16 

1 

Gainesville 

Mrs.  E.V .  Smith 

II 

19,20 

1 

Well sville 

McMurtry 

It 

22 

2 

Protection 

Crei ght  on , Jame  s , 
K.McCann  et  al 

II 

24 

2 

Morgan  Pt.,Pt  .Co lbo me, Ont ,  Nathan  (40) 
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Red  Crossbill 

Apr 

.  24L 

12(plus)Pt.  ColbornOjQnt. 

Wa  rd , Na  tha  n , Scha  f f n  er 

White-w •  Crossbill 

« 

22 

2 

Protection 

Crei ghton , Jame  s , 

K.MeCann  et  al 

m 

24L 

1 

Morgan  Pt . , Ont . 

Axtells 

24L 

3 

University  of  Bflo .Campus  Hemink  rep. 

Webster 

(one  killed 

and  now 

a  specimen  in  the  B3NS  collection) 

*  Eastern  Towhee 

ii 

9 

1 

Rose  Hi 11, Ont. 

Fisk 

it 

10 

1 

Grand  Island 

Axtells, Nathan, Schaffner 

ii 

10 

2 

Buc khorn  I s , St . Pk . 

Koch 

♦Greon-tailed  Towhee  *» 

8 

1 

Welland , Ont • 

Young,  Selbys 

M 

12 

1 

ii  it 

Axtell,  Nthan 

• 

(seen  up 

i  to  the 

18th  by  various  observe rs) 

Savannah  Sparrow 

11 

2,3 

1,1 

Ransom  Rd. 

Schaf f ner , Brownstein , 
Nathan 

♦1 

4 

1 

Batavia 

Masons  rep.  Pixley 

*  Grasshopper  Sparrow  " 

24 

1 

Rockhouse  Pt . , Ont . 

Axtells 

♦Eenslow’s  Sparrow 

11 

22 

1 

Morgan  Pt . , Ont • 

Schaffner 

♦Vesper  Sparrow 

II 

2 

2 

Baseline  <fc  Love  Rds. 

Schaffner,  Brownstein 

It 

4 

1 

East  Bethany 

i-mnabals  rep,  Pixley 

Tree  Sparrow 

It 

1 

400(max)Bf lo.  to  Rochester 

Brockne  r 

It 

21 

1  Hamburg 

(caught  in  banding  trap) 

Bacon 

II 

25L 

1 

Hamburg 

Averys 

♦Chipping  Sparrow 

II 

17 

1 

Gainesville 

Mrs.  E,  V. Smith 

II 

17 

1 

Grand  Island 

Axtells 

11 

19 

1 

Jamest  own 

Elderkin 

Field  Sparrow 

II 

8 

1 

Seven  Springs 

Masons  rep.  Pixley 

II 

10 

2 

Hamburg 

Woolley,  Chilton 

♦White- cr*  Sparrow 

11 

29 

1 

Jamestown 

Elderkin 

11 

29 

1 

Hamburg 

Bacon 

It 

30 

2 

Ca  st  i  le 

Thompson 

White-thr.  Sparrow 

II 

6 

1 

Hamburg 

Woolley 

II 

10 

1 

Castile 

Thompson 

11 

13 

4 

Allegany  St .Pk. 

Brockner 

It 

16 

1 

Hamburg 

Averys 

Fox  Sparrow 

II 

23 

1 

East  Manitou  Rd, 

Thorpe,Axtells  et  al 

It 

27L 

2 

Forest  Lawn 

Schaffner, Nathan 

Lapland  Longspur 

II 

24 

173 

Rockhouse  Pt.,0nt. 

Axtglls 

Snow  Bunting 

II 

2 

22 

N.  Millgrove  Rd. 

D.  Greene 

11 

3 

19 

H  II  H 

Schaffner ,Nathan, 
Brownstein 

II 

3 

2 

Hamburg  area 

Bacons, Munch, St onitsch 

II 

6L 

1 

East  Bethany 

■**nnabals  rep.  Pixley 

Previously  recorded 
Additions 

125  (March- corrected) 

53  (includes  Pipit  &  Turkey  from  April  Bird 

Count ) 

Total  to  date 

178 

ADDENDA : 

Bluo-w.  Teal 

Mar. 

18 

♦G  oshawk 

ii 

17 

♦Golden  Eagle 

it 

14 

Wilson’s  Snipe 

♦i 

19 

♦Savannah  Sparrow 

ii 

28 

♦Field  Sparrow 

ii 

27 

ADD  TO  APRIL  BIRD 

COUNT 

*  Pi  pit  Apr.  3 

(SEE  NOTE  NEXT  PAGE) 


1  Oak  Orchard 

1  Mather  Pk;,Ont. 

1  Hamlin  Beach,St.Pk. 

2  Stafford’s  Pond 

1  Oak  Orchard 

1  Wolcottsville 

4 


Schaffner 

n 

Schaffner, Braunberns,etal 
Mitchell 
Rew 
Rices 


Wolcott sville 


F.M.  Rew 


(41) 
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GREEN-TAILED  TORIES 

When  I  arrived  homo  from  the  South  where  I  spent  the  winter,  a  Green-tailed 
Towhce  was  reported  to  me,  it  had  been  coming  to  the  garden  feeding-area  of 
Mr,  John  Young  in  Welland ,0nt  •  This  morning  I  went  to  Mr.  Young’s  garden,  and  in 
excellent  li^it  I  viewed  the  bird  from  a  distance  of  about  20  feet  with  9  x  35 
Bauscli  A  Lomb  binoculars. 

This  bird  is  about  the  size  of  an  Eastern  Towhee,  bill  smaller,  crown  rufous, 
primaries  and  tail  feathers  yellowish  olive-green.  There  is  a  white  mark  on  each 
side  of  the  head  where  the  yellow  is  seen  on  a  male  White-throated  Sparrow,  Another 
narrow  white  streak  extends  from  the  base  of  the  bill  b  ackward  for  about  1/2  inch* 
The  bird  has  a  very  definitely  marked  white  throat  patch.  The  rest  of  the  body 
feathers  are  dull  gray,  the  breast  slightly  lighter.  When  feeding  —  scratching  in 
the  leaves  —  the  bird  constantly  flicks  its  tail  and  raises  its  crown  feathers, 

Gertrudo  Selby  (Mrs.  James  A.) 

April  8 


EUROPEAN  WIDGEON 

Some  of  our  members,  after  noting  an  apparent  increase  in  the  occurrence  of 
the  European  Widgeon  in  our  area,  have  speculated  about  the  presence  of  a  breeding 
colony  somewhere  in  North  America,  They  may  find  the  following  of  interest: 

Un  Tuesday,  May  4,  1954,  I  observed  a  male  European  Widgeon  in  a  flock  of  6  or 
7  American  Widgeon  in  the  mouth  of  Old  Woman  Creek,  at  the  shore  of  Lake  Erie, 
just  East  of  Huron,  0.,  off  Route  2. 

Viewed  in  profile,  the  European  Widgeon’s  red  head  appeared  faded  in  the  center 
almost  to  a  buffy  shade,  but  was  fully  rufous  around  the  periphery,  while 
through  tho  eyes,  extending  all  the  way  to  the  back  of  the  head,  was  a  rather 
definite,  broad  streak  of  dusky  that  was  strongly  reminiscent  of  the  green  in 
the  American  Widgeon,  In  addition,  this  bird,  like  several  American  males, 
aggressively  pursued  a  female  American,  swimming  around  her,  extending  his  head 
and  neck  toward  her  and  calling  frequently* 

These  plumage  peculiarities  and  the  courting  behavior  might  be  considered  as 
evidence  that  the  European  species  not  only  breeds  here  but  interbreeds, 

Philip  S*  Greene 


,  MARSH  HAWK 

References  cited  by  May  in  Hawks  of  North  America  (pp,  89,  90)  indicate  strongly 
that  the  Marsh  Hawk  (Circus  cyaneus  hudsonius)  is  a  powerful  hunter  during  its 
months  as  an  immature  bird.  On  November  3#  1953>  I  made  an  observation  which  concurs 
with  May’s  information.  While  studying  the  waterfowl  at  Buckhom  Island  State  lark 
-  Game  Rofuge  at  a  reasonable  distance,  I  was  annoyed  at  their  continual  agitation. 

Upon  sweeping  the  area,  my  binoculars  focused  on  the  apparent  reason,  a  low-coursing 
Marsh  Hawk.  The  rather  striking  cinnamon-brown  underparts  evidenced  that  it  was  an 
immature  of  this  species.  Seeing  that  the  ducks  seemed  unduly  alarmed  at  the  presence 
of  this  raptor,  I  carefully  watched  it.  The  action  that  followed  certainly  was 
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unexpected.  This  bird  made  a  strike  at  an  apparently  healthy  Black  Duck  (Anas 
rubripes)  and  actually  secured  it  as  prey*  Most  interesting  was  the  method  of  des¬ 
troying  the  prey.  This  method  was  to  drown  the  victim.  Whenever  the  Black  Duck 
struggled  violently  for  freedom,  the  Marsh  Hawk  spread  its  wings  downward,  stiffened 
it  3  tarsi,  anddepressed  its  tail.  In  this  way  the  hawk  stabilized  itself  and  held 
the;  duck  below  the  water.  This  action  was  repeated  a  number  of  times  in  the  course 
of  destroying  the  prey.  Then,  of  course,  the  Marsh  Hawk  fed.  Surprisingly 
enough,  its  hunger  was  not  appeased.  At  least  twice  more,  I  watched  it  barely 
miss  striking  prey  again,  both  targets  being  Black  Ducks,  Spmetimes  the  hawk 
attempted  to  strike  from  a  perch  on  the  top  of  a  small  dead  tree  —  other  times,  by 
deception  in  its  flight  pattern.  Shortly  afterwards,  the  waterfowl  eluded  all 
ruses  and  thus  stopped  further  observation  of  this  behavior. 

Art  Schaffner 


STARLING  FEEDING  ON  MAYFLIES 

During  the  third  week  of  July,  1952,  Lackawanna  and  portions  of  west  and  south 
Buffalo  were  invaded  by  hordes  of  Mayflies  (Hoxagenia  bilineata  -  Morgan),  Every 
morning  I  studied  the  thousands  that  had  alighted  on  our  show  windows.  On  the 
morning  of  July  17th,  I  was  standing  inside  the  showroom  and  studying  the  patterns 
of  the  insects,  when  a  European  Starling  lit  on  the  ledge  outside  and  commenced  to 
quickly  pick  up  and  swallow  the  adjacent  Mayflies.  After  walking  a  short  distance 
along  the  ledge,  the  Starling  would  hover  in  mid-air  and  avidly  pick  the  mayflies 
off  the  glass* 

This  interesting  performance  was  repeated  for  three  days  by  just  one  Starling, 
Whether  or  not  it  waia  the  same  individual,  I  never  was  able  to  determine. 

i 

Winston  William  Brockner, 


HUFFED  GROUSE 


On  March  21  we  were  at  Huber  Watson’s  at  Andover,  Their  house  is  on  a  hill, 
carefully  planted  to  attract  birds*  At  the  beck  door  there  is  a  terrace  of  twenty 
feet,  then  a  wall*  and  a  sharp  rise  to  a  pine  grove  some  distance  above.  The 
previous  week  Huber  end  Ruth  had  been  eating  breakfast  and  watching  a  Ruffed  Grouse, 
They  had  also  noted  that  a  chipmonk  was  playing  on  the  wall  for  the  first  time  this 
year.  Suddenly  the  chipmonk  made  a  dash  for  the  grouse  and  grabbed  it  just  below 
the  eye.  The  bird  recovered  from  tho  surprise  attack,  grabbed  the  chipmonk  by  the 
neck,  and  then  jumped  a  foot  off  the  ground  seveial  times.  On  each  jump  tho  gtouse 
cuffed  the  chipmonk  several  times  with  both  feet.  Then  the  grouse  put  the  chipmonk 
down,  and  it  retired  to  safety  under  a  low  bush.  After  the  little  skirmish  the 
grouse  went  on  feeding  as  usual.  Several  times  since,  the  chipmonk  has  been  eating 
when  the  grouse  comes;  the  chipmonk  retires  quickly  to  the  wall,  no  longer  anxious 
to  contest  the  feeding  ground,  -  -  -  Edna  McMurtry,  Wellsville 

The  past  three  days  we  have  enjoyed  watching  a  grouse  drum  from  our  front 
lawn.  He  has  even  chased  my  hunting  dog  into  the  house  on  two  occasions. 

-  -  Steve  Eaton,  St.  Bonavonture, 

April  29,  1954 


GREAT  HORNED  OWL 

This  morning,  about  8:15  o’clock  the  Crows  made  such  a  racket  I  looked  out  my 
second  floor  south  window  to  investigate  the  cause.  Crows  and  pigeons  were  flying 
about  in  groat  excitement.  Tho  Crows  flew  low,  swooping  down  toward  the  south-east 


f 


r  •  i  j 


w; 


"  •  ^  ^  *  *  • 

1  r  .  • .  . 

'  If  t  1 

r* 

i- 

t,  ,.v  .J. 

• 

♦ 

*  g 

it 

J'O 

■  .  .  , . 

(  .  dr 

t  ,  ; 

'  i  f  'IV  ■ 

i4  ct 

‘  •  :  .m 

* 

•'"cl  tv 

■  . 

• 

• 

j  :  i 

'v  -  <,y-  r>;v  ; 

t  t  'l:  .  .!  .  ,f. 

’  :■  ■  ■■  j-. 

t  yo  ; 

j1  . 

3'rw  .;-\t  .vo  J  t 

rf  ^Oi;!> 

J  * 1  < 

•VW  ‘ni:t  hnli 

M  T  .'-  r 

'  r 

d.  fijqnf 

■  '  tc»*\!;ud  -j:f 

« 

:  •  t  *  >  j  j 

V  ‘>  0  *; 'i  t 

! i: i  .  t;> 

.  ••  -o'f  n  / 

rf'  \ 

i? 

v'1 oi 

i»  .  v1'.  !?: 

.  ■  •  : 

.  n 

i  - 

'  :  ■  •;  •  i  - 

■■  i.q.  :  . . 

■  -3  V  .  ' '  . 


ir 


■  f  ’r>  ,  -V  • 

;  ..  -»y 

*  .  i 


I  Id 


jn 


.  I 

/ 


il 


"...  • 

.  •  -  ■  ')■•  •;  Vfc  : ' 

■  \ '  • 


rt  .  ■ 

*■  ■  '•'*  '4  -  >  V, .  J 

•  <■  •'  '  •  (  *  (• 

''.’Vj  I  i  -J  0  ,  il  J 

4  fr >  * 


f  i  ;  1  v.  ;  i 


v  '  * 


rirtl  »ju  it-r:.  :* 
'  >  r  •  f  *  -f- 

*  *  ..  U.  —  v-i 


i; 


:o  : 


-I 


Z  * 

Xu 


,*  *  -f  .  . .  ,■  r. 

k  7  -  •  >.» 


•  '  \J  v  •  ■  •  '  A  i  •'  .  ■.?  '  j  .;r  . 


■  •  .  -  ’« 
.  .  J 


ir  ‘ 

.A  * 

.  V 

ui  .  t\ 

ni  rrtu 

•  ,  •  •  V 

'  '. 

i :  1'3  :  i 

3ni.;-.ro. 

•vx  i  t  ,:.ir  i 

V 

hr,  lo 

.  o^hnc 

'T*.  J,  •  * 

,■•-0  -1/T 

l  •:.?  'r 

.  i  i  . 

.fla  Ml 

'  Itiolv 

-  •  •  . 

1 

^  j  • 

:t  .  J- 

• 

•  :.a  .J 

flit  :r 

"  » 

-  il  .  .:  . 

jk  “ 

■  -t.i  k.  .4 

*1 

li,." 

.  -*  j 


.Li 


■'t  r  \ 


:  ■/  Z 

J  vr  T  -  :?«  ? 


* 

' 

.  /O'rt-  J  •  ,  .  .  * 

■  ■  '  -  •  •  -  .  i  . 


i 

.  !  ■  ;  ■  •  4 

A  fi  ,  t  .f  Jl.  ■  4  r  r 

... 


SO'-?- 

•  n 

•  '  \i  ••  ;  •  •  - 

.  r.,  C’V.  v  v>.: 

'  JbTtLj*T  03  *0j f  moil  .j 


;  ?  :.-.  ti  q* 

.  •  ' 

■T  • :  ;  r: 

1  '  V 

voso*!  br  id  Oil. 

t 


.  i  <• 


' 

•*■■■  •  i.>  |T  < 

*  •  .  'f  ; 

f 

«  •  «.'••.  • 

'  •  ■  ■  •  ■  r  '  •  •  I  ; 

■>  . 


i 


*•  rt  f  ^ 


h‘  < 


■ 


<■ 


•uro  i-Vil  •  i 

'If to  1313000  OWp 

' 


' 

X  k  -  f  >  ..  J  L-J. 


-  1 '  .  ;‘:.j 

•  :  yj  . 
rj  t£JQ  8 


.i  .or  T 


■  'o  c 


•* 


4  4  -  -J 

-ii  |  •  >'o  j 


:  >  .t  ■,  f.'  ^  i  .r 


*  ■»  •*  •  ^ 

;  :  r  .  .c  •  ;  i  ; 


r  T*\ 

X  -  J. 

.  .  )  tfV  X-.  4 

O  j  X  j. 


r  -f 


(Great  Horned  owl  (con’t.) 


comer  of  our  house,  I  rushed  to  tho  west  window  and  there  sitting  in  the  top  of 
the  tree,  right  outside  the  window,  was  the  cause#  Two  Crows  were  swooping  down  on 
a  Great  Homed  Owl.  One  Crow  came  down  from  behind  the  owl  and  pecked  the  owl’s 
back.  As  the  Crow  went  upwards  in  front  of  the  owl,  the  owl  made  an  attempt  to 
peck  the  Crow#  The  owl  remained  in  a  sitting  position  but  extended  its  head  out 
toward  the  Crow#  Another  Crow  sat  in  a  tree  across  the  street#  The  pigeons  just 
flew  about  staying  higher  up  and  farther  away#  Finally  the  owl  flow  south  over  the 
city. 


Wo  observed  this  show  briefly  for  about  four  or  fife  minutes.  Why  didn’t  I 
investigate  one  hour  earlier  when  I  hoard  the  Sparrow  Hawk  calling  five  or  six 
times  I?  The  hawk  was  seen  by  a  member  of  my  family  flying  toward  that  same  comer 
of  our  house.  Was  the  hawk  able  to  spot  the  owl  quicker  than  the  Crows?  Did  the 
owl  have  to  fly  to  another  perch  before  the  Crows  were  aware  of  its  presence? 
Whatever  the  answers,  in  all  probability  I  lost  an  opportunity  of  finding  them  and 
xaissod  a  one  hour  show! 

Mary  Louise  Emerson- 3/18/54 


BRaDDOCK’S  B/.Y  FIELD  TRTP 

iipril  25,  1954 

Two  features  of  the  trip  were  its  date  and  its  mood.  The  weather  for  last 
year’s  Braddock’s  Bay  trip  was  not  conducive  to  raptorial  movement,  but  previous 
weather  factors  had  combined  to  give  us  a  new  birding  experience.  Again  such  a 
situation  occurred. 

Perhaps  tho  most  impressive  experience  was  the  tremendous  east  to  west  movement 
of  tho  Red-throated  Loon#  Listman  and  Van  Beurden  of  Rochester,  co-leaders,  had 
recorded  them  as  migrating  since  6:30  A.M.,  and  we  were  still  recording  their  move¬ 
ment  at  4:30  P.M.  off  Hamlin  Seach  State  Park.  Listman  estimated  the  flow  at  eight 
per  minute  or  nearly  five  hundred  per  hour!  Of  course  this  was  not  a  consistent 
flow  throughout  the  day,  but  it  gives  an  inkling  of  what  western  New  York  offer®  to 
the  field  student  of  birds.  I  later  found  that  the  Brockners  also  observed  this 
species  along  the  southern  shore  of  Lake  Ontario  between  Barker  and  Youngstown  on 
this  date.  This  movement  was  the  singular  experience  of  the  day,  almost  eclipsing 
the  wonderful  movement  of  other  waterfowl  throughout  the  day  and  the  pair  of  King 
Eiders  at  Hamlin  Beach  State  Park.  The  latter  had  been  found  the  previous  week  by 
Listman  and  VanBeurden# 

Just  north  of  Hamlin  Road  near  Shore  Acres  wo  found  about  fifty  Green-winged 
Teal  in  smell  puddles.  In  one  of  these  puddles  Listman  first  sighted  the 
European  Teal.  To  all  of  us  the  principal  impression  was  the  prominence  and  width 
of  the  horizontal  white  wing  stripe.  This,  in  c  onjunction  with  the  absence  of  the 
white  crescent  Which  would  be  located  on  the  side  of  the  Green-winged  Teal  in  front 
of  the  wing,  was  adequate  for  identification.  Just  the  same,  Dr.  Axtell  used  his 
37X  telescope  at  a  range  of  approximately  two  hundred  yards  to  ascertain  the  white 
margin  which  separates  the  green  eye  patch  from  the  cinnamon  head.  This  bird  was 
slightly  larger  than  either  of  the  Green-winged  Teals  with  which  it  remained  dining 
tho  twenty  minutes  we  observed  them#  The  gray  barring  of  the  sides  of  the 
European  Teal  was  darker  and  coarser  than  that  of  the  similar  species.  With  close 
scrutiny  the  white  wing  stripe  could  be  seen  while  the  bird  was  in  flight. 

Land  birds  were  quite  in  evidence  as  well.  We  found  Whip-poor-wills,  Western 
palm  Warblers,  and  a  Fox  Sparrow  at  the  woods  on  East  Manitou  Road*  It  is  impor¬ 
tant  to  note  the  early  arrival  dates  of  certain  species  in  this  area.  Again,  as  an 
example  the  Long-billed  Marsh  Wren  was  seen  and  heard.  The  general  spring  arrival 
*  (441)) 
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(Bmddock’s  Bay  Field  Trip  con’t.) 

date  for  this  species  as  stated  in  The  Checklist  of  the  Niagara  Frontier,  (unpublish¬ 
ed  -  Boardslee  and  Mitchell)  is  May  1*  Obviously  a  great  portion  of  the  flight 
passes  over  our  a  rea  along  the  shore  and  perhaps  overland  via  the  Genesee  River 
valley,  I  believe  that  upon  arrival  at  Braddock’s  Bay  the  birds  are  faced  with  a 
water  barrier  surrounded  by  an  adequate  feeding  area  and  that  consequently  they 
drop  in  for  food  and  rest  -  thus  providing  such  early  dates. 

Art  Schaffner,  Leader 


DINTiER  MEETING  -  May  1,  1954 

Tom  Barry  from  Rochester  showed  his  colored  motion  pictures  of  the  Snow  Goose 
nesting  territory  at  the  north  ond  of  Hudson  Ray  and  about  ei^it  hundred  miles 
north  of  the  timber  line.  The  Snow  Goose  lays  its  eggs  as  soon  as  it  arrives  in 
the  nesting  territory.  The  pictures  showed  the  geese  building  their  nests  around 
the  eggs,  disputing  territories,  and  defending  nests  against  Herring  Gulls  and 
l  photographers*  We  also  saw  th<i  young  birds  break  out  of  their  eggs,  dry  their 
feathers,  and  run*  Several  pictures  showed  mixed  Snow  Goose  -  Blue  Goose  families, 
and  Mr*  Barry  raised  the  question  of  whether  these  birds  might  be  a  single  species* 
Other  excellent  shots  showed  the  Red  Phalarope,  Red-throated  Loon,  Arctic  Tem ,  a 
i  small  Canada  Goose  (probably  Hutchins* s) ,  Parasitic  Jaeger,  and  Sabine’s  Gull. 

These  last  two  species  reminded  us  of  the  Killdeer  in  their  attempts  to  dec  oy 
enemies  away  from  their  nests* 

PROGRAM  -  MEETINGS 

June  9  -  Supper  Meeting#  Me  =t  at  Old  Fort  Erie  Picnic  Grounds  at  6:00  P.M.  Bring 
a  basket  lunch* 

June  25  -  Supper  Meeting.  Meet  at  Como  Park  at  6:00  P.M.  Bring  a  basket  •  lunch. 

If  you  can  provide  transportation,  or  if  you  need  transportation,  call 
Lena  Turner  (MA ,  4500). 

There  will  be  no  regular  meetings  during  July  and  August. 

PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 


Breeding  Bird  Survey  -  All  mqnbers  are  requested  to  report  nests,  numbers  of  eggs, 
and  numbers  of  young  in  addition  to  their  regular  reports  of  species  observed, 
numbers,  dates,  ^nd  locations.  Also  members  are  urged  to  make  at  least  one  trip 
through  Niagara  County  during  June  to  observe  nesting  activity. 

Saturday,  July  10  -  Field  Trip  and  Picnic  Supper  at  Tills’  Hills.  Benefit  of  the 
Sanctuary  Fund, 

Sunday,  July  18  -  Shorebird  Trip  -  Canadian  Shore  of  lake  Erie.  Leader:  Hart 
KLvett.  Meet  at  Raace  Bridge  at  7:00  A.M. 


Please  mail  your  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  third  day  of  the 
following  month,  to  Art  Schaffner,  170  Laurel  Street,  B  uffalo  8,  New  York. 

EDITOR  -  Ray  McCann,  59  Anderson  Place ,  Buffalo  22,  New  York 

TREASURER  -  Harold  Rice,  16  West  Bark  Road,  Grand  Island,  New  York 
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Buffalo,  New  York 

TKS  MOUTH 

The  first  two  days  of  May  continued  the  unusual  warmth  of  late  April.  A 
decided  change  occurred  on  the  third,  the  temperature  dropping  precipitously  from 
the  month’s  high  of  84-  degrees  on  the  2nd  to  the  month’s  low  of  35  degrees  on  the 
4th.  Thereafter  May  ms  a  cool  month  until  the  28th,  when  it  was  too  late  to 
affect  the  migrati  a'  very  much.  It  is  important  to  romember  this  pattern  as  its 
effect  on  arrival  dates  was  marked.  Birds  which  arrived  before  May  3  were  apt  to 
be  very  early,  while  those  which  did  not  reach  our  area  by  that  date  were  usually 
very  late.  Careful  study  of  the  Noteworthy  Rec  ords  for  April  end  May  will  show 
that  many  species  wdro  a  'weak  early  and  many  a  week  late,  the  key  date  of  May  3 
separating  them.  The  Yellow- crowned  Night  Heron  record  by  Braunbems  was  perhaps 
the  outstanding  record  of  the  month,  but  the  entire  list  will  be  seen  to  be  punctua¬ 
ted  with  reports  of  other  southern  species.  Gnatcatcher  and  chat  records,  in 
particular,  were  numerous. 

C.  S.  Beardslee 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 

*  -  indicates  first  report  of  the  year 
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Axtells 

* Sands rling 

51 

29 

25 

11  11  ti 

Schaf fner ,Na than ,Thorpe 

Caspian  Tern 

II 

1 

4 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Stanley 

*  Black  Tam 

II 

7 

4 

Grand  Ri  ve  r ,  Ont . 

Nathan ,Braunborns, etal 

II 

8 

6 

Mud  Luke, Ont. 

Rices,  Coker 

*Yellow-b.  Cuckoo 

II 

19 

1 

E.  Bethany 

Annabel  rep.  Pixley 

II 

19 

1 

Hamburg 

Axt e 11 , Beard  slee 

II 

20 

1 

Wellsvilla 

McMurtrys 

*Black-b.  Cuckoo 

II 

11 

1 

E.  Bethany 

Annabal  rep.  Pixley 

II 

19 

1 

Town  of  Batavia 

Buckland 

Bam  Owl 

II 

18 

l(imnu)  Dunkirk 

Stanley 

(picked  up  injured) 

Snowy  0-1 

It 

5L 

1 

Route  77 

Pause  rep.  Schaffner 

*Ni ghthawk 

II 

21 

1 

Buffalo 

M#  Brown stein 

It 

22 

1 

Jamestown 

Elderkin 

^Hummingbird 

It 

10 

1 

E.  Bethany 

Annabal  Rep.  Pixley 

Red-hd.  T7dpkr. 

If 

16 

20(max) Can .shore  of  L.  Erie 

to  Taylor  Hollow 

Axtells,  Brownstein 

Yellow-bell.  Sap sucker” 

25 

1 

Erie  Beach, Ont. 

Axtell 

*  Kingbird 

It 

1 

3 

Lake vi ew 

Axtells 

II 

1 

3 

Manitou  Rd. 

Schaffner,  Thorpe 

It 

2 

1 

Onoville 

Elderkin 

II 

2 

2 

McNab , Ont . 

Axt ells, Nathan  et  al 

*  Crested  Flycatcher 

It 

1 

1 

Manitou  Rd. 

Schaf fner, Thorpe 

II 

2 

1 

McNab ,  Ont . 

Axtells,  Nathan 

tl 

5 

2 

Delaware  Pk. 

Nathan 

* Yellow-bell .Flycat cher 

”15 

1 

Youngstown  Cemetery 

Tulinoff s 

If 

22 

1 

Rockhouoe  Ft., Ont# 

Axtells 

*Alder  Flycatcher 

51 

16 

1 

Oak  Orchard 

McCanns,  Tulinoff s 

It 

19 

1 

Batavia 

M&hane y  rep.  Pixley 

&Least  Flycatcher 

It 

1 

2 

Manitou  Rd. 

Schaffner,  Thorpe 

tl 

1 

1 

Buffalo 

Nathan  et  al 

II 

2 

1 

Jame  st  own 

Elderkin 

*".ood  Pewo e 

It 

15 

1 

Delaware  Pk. 

Rices 

i 

II 

16 

1 

Oak  Orchard 

McCanns,  Tulin offs 

*01ive-s.  Flycatcher 

tl 

29-28 

1 

Delaware  Park 

many  observers 

*  Cliff  Swallow 

It 

8 

2 

Mud  Lake, Ont. 

lices,  Coker 

II 

9 

5 

Canadian  shore  of 

L.  Erie 

Osgood,  Leeming 

Blue  Jay 

It 

1 

784 (max)  Lake view 

Axtells 

*Short-b.  Marsh  Hren 

ti 

13,  U 

2,2 

Olean 

Eaton 

;i 

30 

2 

Nolcott sville 

Rices,  Nathan  et  al 

* Cat bird 

it 

1 

1 

Lakeview 

Axtells 

II 

2 

1-3 

throughout  area 

many  observers 

*01iva-bkd.  Thrush 

it 

3 

1 

Delaware  park 

Nathan 

if 

6 

1 

Jamestown 

Elderkin 

*Gray-ch.  Thrush 

It 

16 

1 

Taylor  Hollow 

Handlings 

11 

29 

4 

Rockhouso  Pt.,0nt. 

S  cha  f fn  er ,Na  t ha  n , Thorpe 

*Veery 

it 

1 

1 

Buffalo 

Nathan  ot  al 

11 

2 

1 

Forest  Lawn 

Osgood 

Blue -gray  Gnat  cat cher  ” 

1 

1 

Lakeview 

Axtells 

11 

2 

2 

Mo  rgan  Pfc . , Sri e  Boa  ch , 

Ont,  Axt  ells, Nathan  etal 

11 

5-18 

1 

Delaware  Park 

many  observers 

11 

8 

1 

Pt,  Colbome,0nt. 

Salisbury,  Lowe 

11 

9 

1 

Chestnut  Ridge  Pk. 

Beard sloe 

it 

9 

3 

Erie  Beach, Ont, 

Windsor, Faul , Graham 

11 

19 

l 

Old  Lake  Shore  Rd, 

Axtell,  Beardslee 

tt 

22 

1 

P  t .  Abino,  Ont • 

Axtells 

n 

30 

1 

Let chworth  Pk, 

McCanns,  Tulinoffs 

Golden-cr*  Kinglet 

11 

19 

1 

Hamburg 
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Ru.by-cr,  Kinglet 

May 

25L 

1 

Delaware  Pk. 

Schaffner, Nathan , 

Axtell'et  al 

Pipit 

tt 

1 

K 

g 

o 

o 

u~\ 

1  Shore  Ac  res 

Schaffner,  Thorpe 

h 

22L 

2 

Town  of  Batavia 

Buck land 

Cedar  T"axwing 

« 

IF 

2 

Lake view 

Axtells 

tt 

9 

15 

Oak  Orchard 

Brockners 

it 

26 

8 

Rockhouso  Pt.,Ont, 

Art  ell 

it 

29 

80 

Rockhouse  Pt.f  Morgan 

Pt . ,  Ont . 

Schaffner , Nathan, Thorpe 

Migrant  Shrike 

n 

15 

1 

Ft  *  Eri e , Ont . 

Axtells 

M 

19 

1 

Hamburg- on-the-La  ke 

Brown  st ein ,  Schaffner 

VJhite-eved  Vireo 

tt 

1 

1 

Delaware  Pk, 

Nathan,  Rices,  et  al 

*  Yel low-thr.  Virco 

tt 

1 

1 

Lakevi  ew 

Axtells 

It 

2 

1 

Canadian  shore  of  L*  Erie  Axtells,Nathan,etal 

11 

26L 

1 

Rockhouse  Pt .  ,Ont . 

Art  ell 

Solitary  Vireo 

It 

25L 

2 

Delaware  Pk. .Forest  Lawn  Nathan, Schaffner 

tt 

25L 

1 

Erie  Beach, Ont. 

Art  ell 

*  Red- eyed  Viroo 

tt 

5 

1 

Delaware  Pk. 

N  athan,  Schaffner 

11 

14 

1 

it  it 

"  «  etal 

tt 

14 

1 

Erie  Beach, Ont. 

Axtoll 

*  Philadelphia  Vireo 

tt 

8,9 

1 

LaSalle 

Hei lborns 

tt 

22 

1 

Dunnv  i lie, Ont, 

Axtells  ‘ 

It 

24 

2 

Delaware  Pk. 

Witebsky,M.L.  Emerson, 

Schaffner 

;t 

25 

4 

Erie  Reach, Ont* 

Ax  tell 

tt 

28 

1 

Lasalle 

Hei lborns 

tl 

28 

1 

Delaware  Pk. 

Axt  ell ,  Schaffner 

’’‘Warbling  Vireo 

tt 

1 

5 

B  uffalo 

Nathan  et  al 

tl 

2 

1 

Fred  on i a 

Stanley 

tt 

2 

2 

Ft.  Erie, Ont, 

Axt  ells, Nathan  et  al 

*Prothonotary  Warbler  w 

9 

1 

Oak  Orchard 

Bro ckners 

tt 

16 

1 

it  ii 

McCanns,  Tulinoffs 

Worm-eating  Warbler  " 

1 

1 

Lakevi  ew 

^xtells 

tt 

14 

1 

Delaware  Pk. 

Nathan , Schaffner , 

M.L.  Emerson 

*  Golden- v; .  Warbler 

ti 

1 

1 

ii  it 

Rices 

It 

1 

1 

E.  Bethany 

Annabal  rep,  Pixley 

tt 

2 

1 

Onoville 

Elderkin 

ft 

2 

1 

Nature  Society  Sanctuary  Brocknors 

*Blue-w .  Warb ler 

tt 

1 

1 

Lakevi ew 

Axt  oil s 

it 

2 

1 

Celeron 

Parker 

tt 

2 

1 

Nature  Society  Sanctuary  Brockners 

tt 

2 

5 

Onoville 

Elderkin 

(t 

8 

1 

Morgan  Pt.,Ont. 

Rices,  Coker , Salisbury, 

Lowe 

’’‘Brewster’s  Warbler 

II 

16 

2 

Taylor  Hollow 

Nathan  ,Thorpe, 

Worldlings  et  al 

It 

25 

1 

Onoville 

Elderkin 

tt 

50 

1 

Taylor  Hollow 

Axtells 

^Tennessee  Warbler 

tt 

4 

4 

Jamestown 

Elderkin 

It 

4 

1 

Batavia 

Mahaney  rep.  Pixley 

it 

29 

5 

Delaware  Pk. 

Mitchell 

It 

29 

4 

ii  tt 

B  rockners 

ft 

50L 

2 

Letch  worth  Pk. 

McCanns,  Tulinoffs 

Orange-cr.  Warbler 

11 

15 

1 

Delaware  Park 

Brown  st  c  in ,  Web  st  e  r 

St 

14 

1 

it  si 

Nathan, Schaffner  et  al 

tl 

20 

1 

tt  it 

Nathan 

It 

22 

2 

Morgen  Pt Rockhouse 

Pt .  ,  Ont .  Axt  oil  s 

*Barula  Warbler 

tt 

2 

1 

Queens ton  Heights, Ont 

,  Axt ells, Nathan  et  al 

ft 

2 

1 

Delaware  Pk. 

Brockners 
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May  2 
M  3 
"  3 


*  Cape  May  Warbler 

n 

1 

n 

1 

it 

3 

* Black- thr.  Bl.Warbl 

er 

h  2 

it 

3 

Myrtle  Warbler 

it 

1 

n 

28 

Cerulean  Warbler 

it 

1 

n 

13 

*  31a  c  kburn .Warbl e  r 

n 

2 

n 

2 

it 

2 

*Chostnut-s,  Warbler 

ii 

1 

it 

1 

it 

1 

ii 

2 

ti 

3 

*  Bay-b  r •  Warb ler 

ti 

9 

ti 

14 

it 

29L 

* Bla c kpoll  Warbler 

it 

16 

^Prairie  Warbler 

ti 

2- 

n 

s  _ 

"  8 


1  Queen st on,  Ont. 

1  Delaware  Pk. 

1  Jame  st  own 

1  Bayview 

1  Batavia 

4  Do  lawa r o  Pk  ,  F o  re  st 

1  Erie  Beach, Ont. 

1  Delaware  Pk. 

500(max)  Lakeview 

2  Delaware  Pk. 

1  Fredonia 

1  Delaware  Pk. 

2  Queen  st  an,  Ont . 

2  Jamestown 


Ax  tells, Nathan  et  al 

Nathan 

Elder kin 

Axt  ells 

Mahan ey  rep.  Pixleys 
Lawn  Nathan 
Axt ells, Nathan  et  al 
Nathan 
Axtells 
Schaf  fner 
Stanley 
Rices 

Axt  ells , Nathan  et  al 
Elderkin 


1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

3 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 


Canadian  shore  of  L.Erie  Osgood 
Batavia  Mahaney  rep.  Pixley 

Bayview  Axtells 


Buff  alo 

Canadian  shore  of 
Delaware  Pk, 

Ora  nd  Ri  ver ,  Ont  • 
Delaware  Pk. 

I!  ■  If 

Dunnville,Ont . 
Morgan  Pt.,Ont. 
Delaware  Pk. 
Morgan  Pt.,0nt, 


Nathan,  Rices,  et  al 
L.Erie  Osgood 
Nathan 

Osgood ,  Leeming 

Axt  ells, Nathan  et  al 

Mitchell 

A  xt  e  11  s ,  Brown  st  ei  n 
Axt  ells,  Nathan  et  al 
Nathan,  Schaf fner 
Rices,  Coker , Salisbury, 
Lowe 


W.  Palm  Warbler 

it 

22 

4 

Can.  shore  of  L.Erie, 
Go wanda 

Axtells ' 

*0ven-b  ird 

it 

2 

1 

Queen  st  on  Ii e  i ght  s ,  Ont 

.  Axt  ells, Nathan  et  al 

» 

n 

c 

1 

Olio  vi  lie 

Elderkin 

ii 

3 

1 

Wellsville 

McMurt rys 

n 

3 

1 

Delaware  Pk. 

Nathan 

Nor.  Wat ert brush 

it 

24L 

1 

ti  n 

Brockner 

*  La  .  Wa  t  e  r  t  h  r  u  sh 

•i 

16 

1 

Findley  Lake 

Nathan, Thorpe  et  al 

it 

17 

2 

Taylor  Hollow 

Axt  ells 

*  C  onn . -Wa r b 1 e  r 

it 

16 

1 

Lasalle 

Keilboms 

*Moumin3  Warbler 

ti 

13 

1 

Delaware  Pk. 

Nathan, Sch af fne  r, eta 1 

ii 

16 

1 

Lasalle 

Heilborns 

it 

16 

1 

Youngstown  Cemetery 

Tulinoff s 

*Yellowthroat 

it 

1 

1 

La  kevi  ew 

Axtells 

it 

1 

1 

E.  Manitou  Rd. 

Schaf  fner, Thorpe 

it 

1 

1 

Jamestown 

Elderkin 

*Yellow-br,  Chat 

it 

16 

1 

Taylor  Hollow 

Thorpe,  Nathan  et  al 

it 

16 

1 

Bunnville ,  Ont • 

Axt  ell  s,  Browns te in 

it 

19 

2 

Old  Lake  Shore  Rd. 

Axt  ell,  Beard  sleo 

it 

22 

1 

Rockhouse  Pt.  ,0nt. 

A  xt  el  1  s 

it 

30 

1 

Taylor  Hollow 

Axtells' 

it 

30 

1 

Letchworth  Pk. 

McCanns,  Tulinoff s 

it 

31 

3 

Irving,  Taylor  Hollow 

Na  t  ha  n ,  S  cha  f  f n  e  r , 
Brown  st  e  in 

ii 

31 

1 

Jame  st  own 

Parker  • 

*Hocded  Warbler 

ii 

16 

1 

Oak  Orchard 

Me  Cam  s ;  Tuli  nof  f  s 

ti 

16 

1 

Gowanda 

Tho  rpe , Nathan  et  al 

ii 

1.6 

3 

Taylor  Hollow 

Axtells,  Brownstein 

n 

23 

1 

Erie  Beach, Ont. 

Axt  ell 

*  B1 .  -  ca  pp  e  d  Wa  r b  1  er 

n 

16 

1 

La sail© 

Eei lbo  m s 

*  Ca nada  Warb ler 

it 

1 

1 

Bayvi ew 

Axtells 

*  Red  start 

ii 

1 

1 

Jamestown 

Elderkin 

(50) 
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*  7e  st  •  Mea  d  ow  la  r k 

Ma, 

y  2 

1 

McNab,  Ont. 

Axtells, N  athan,  et  al 

*0rchard  Oriole 

tt 

8 

2 

South  shore  of  L.Erie 

Windsor,  Paul, Graham 

t< 

15 

2 

Thor old,  Ont. 

Flue lion 

it 

20 

2 

Town  of  B  at avia 

Buc Aland 

if 

22 

1 

Low bank s, Ont . 

Axtells 

Baltimore  Oriol  e 

it 

31 

1 

Casa da ga 

Stanley  et  al 

n 

1 

8 

Lakeview 

Axt  ells 

Scarlet  Tange r 

ii 

5 

1 

Buffalo 

Rodgers  rep.  B  eardslei 

u 

4 

1 

Jame st own 

Elderkin 

*Rose-br.  Grosbeak 

11 

1 

1 

La koview 

Axtells 

11 

1 

\ 

Buffalo 

Nathan  et  al 

* Indigo  Bun  ting 

it 

1 

1 

Batavia 

Mahaney  rep.  Pixley 

11 

2 

1 

Onovillo 

Elderkih 

ti 

5 

1 

Delaware  Pi;. 

Nathan ,  Schaf fner 

Pine  Siskin 

it 

9 

2 

Erie  Beach, Ont. 

Windsor.Faul.  Graham 

11 

22 

1 

Canadian  shore  of  L.Erie  A.xtells 

it 

26 

2 

Rockhouse  Pt .  ,0nt . 

Axtell 

Red  Crossbill 

it 

16 

30 

Hamburg 

Wendlings 

it 

18 

5 

n 

Mrs.  Brown  rep.B  aeon 

tt 

31 

20 

n 

Nathan , Schaf fner , 

Brown  stein 

tr 

51 

18 

Wilson 

Wend  lings 

11 

51 

40 

Oloan 

Eaton 

7/hit e-w .  Crossbill 

it 

17L 

9 

Zoar  Valley 

Axtells  et  al 

Slate-col.  Junco 

11 

22L 

1 

Morgan  Pt.,0nt. 

Axt  ells 

Whi te~cr.  Sparrow 

It 

24L 

1 

E.  Bethany' 

Annab  al  rep.  Pixley 

White-thr,  Sparrow 

11 

25 

3 

Eric  Beach, Ont. 

Axtell' 

It 

28 

3 

Delaware  Pk. 

Axtell,  Schaf  fner 

II 

29 

1 

11  11 

Brockner 

^Lincoln’s  Sparrow 

It 

1 

1 

n  11 

Nathan,  Rices,  et  a  1 

II 

13 

1 

11  ti 

Nathan, Schaf fner  et  al 

Lapland  Longspur 

>1 

1 

500(max) 

1  Shore  .acres 

Schaf fner,  Thorpe 

Previously  Recorded  180  as  amended 
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Tott 

0 

+» 

1 — 1 

date 

ro 

-P* 

-a 

Addenda 

Wl.  s  on v  s  -''Snipe 

1 

Mar. 

21 

2 

Stage  Rd, 

Wendlings 

^'Lessor  Yellow-legs 

Apr  4 

4 

1 

Shore  Acres  * 

Van3eurden,Li stman 

*  Caspian  Tern 

it 

17 

2 

Jaeger  Rocks, Ont. 

McCanns 

Pipit 

it 

4 

1 

Batavia 

Annabal 

11 

4 

100 

Bethany 

Mahaney 

Gray  Shrike 

ii 

4 

l,dead  *’ 

tt 

*Pine  Warble  r 

tt 

14 

1 

Thorold,0nt • 

Sali sburys 

* Scarlet  Tana go r 

it 

30 

1 

Gainesville 

Smith 

Note;  All  reports  of  observations  and  all  verifying  reports  are  permanently  filed 
in  the  3.O.S.  filing  cabinet  in  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science. 


TWENT Y-FIFTH  ANNIVERSARY  BANQUET 

The  B.O.S.  will  celebrate  its  anniversary  -  twenty-five  years  to  the  day  -  on 
Saturday,  Novemb  er  13,  1954* 

Dr,  George  Miksch  Sutton  from  Norman,  Oklahoma  will  be  our  guest  speaker. 

The  b  anquet  will  be  served  by  a  caterer  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science.  More 
details  will  be  announced  later.  Be  sure  to  hold  the  date  open  -  November  13th. 
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MAY  BIRD  COUNT 
May  23,  1934 


Territories 

A  -  Ft.  Erie  to  Niagara  Falls,  Ont.  -  Osgoods ,  Leeming 

B  -  Peace  Bridge  to  Pt.  Colbome,  Ont.  -  Art  ells,  Boocock 

Cl  -  Pt.  Colbome  to  Rockhouse  Pt.,0nt.  Mitchell,  Hickmans,  Moore,  Glenny 

C2  -  Rockhouse  Pt.  to  Dunnville  ,Ont .  and  inland  -  Nathan ,  Braunbems,  Rice,  Rosche, 

Seober 

B  -  Niagara  Falls  to  Port  Dalhousie,  Ont.  and  inland  -  Beards  lee,  Verrill 
F  -  Grqnd  Island  -  ^ummlckc vs ,  Facklam,  Windsor,  Emerson,  Graham,  Praemassings, 

Mansfield 

G  -  Niagara  Falls  to  Olcott  and  inland  -  Tulinof f s,  McCanns,  Lehrer,  Eastmans, 

Vaughans,  Koch,  Roger son 

E  -  Olcott  to  Pt .  Breeze  and  inland  to  canal  -  Ulri chs,  Lovelace,  Vanderbles,  Moore 

I  -  Gnk  Orchard  and  Tonawanda  Indian  Reservation  -  IQabundes,  Wards 

J  -  Braddocks  Bay,  Shore  Acres,  Scott sville  -  Van  Beurden,  Listman,  Meade 

K  -  Buffalo  and  environs  -  Wendlings , 'Webster 

M  -  Batavia  (south  and  west )'  -  Pixley,  Masons,  Annabal,  Mahaney 

N  -  Gainesville  -  Smith 

0  -  East  Aurora,  Varysburg,  Arcade,  Springville  -  King,  Tilley,  Langford,  James, 

Gunning  * 

P  -  Orchard  Park,  Hamburg,  Springville  and  environs  -  Creinhton.  Klttenger, 

Stonitsch,  Bradley,  Avery,  Plenz,  Dye,  Krakauer 
Q,  -  Taylor  Hollow,  Gowanda,  Versailles  -  Wolf liny .  Schaffner,  Meyer 
S  -  Friendship  to  Alfred  Station  and  south  to  state  line  -  McMurt r y s ,  Brandes,  Davie, 

McClure 

V  -  Allegany  St.  Pk.  and  environs  (north  and  eqst )  -  Eschelmans,  Eaton 
W  -  Zoar  Valley  -  Pretties,  Heilboms 

X  -  Silver  Creek  to  Barcelona  and  inland  -  Stanleys ,  Clark,  Bray,  Siegel,  Schober, 

Musacchio,  Meierhoffer,  Shumway,  Quet chenbach 


Species  Recorded 


Common  Loon 

9 

Ruddy  Duck 

2 

Red- throated  Loon 

1 

Amer.  Merganser 

3 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

17 

Rcd-br.  Merganser 

93 

D.-cr.  Cormorant 

1 

Turkey  Vulture 

23 

Gr,-blue  Heron 

118 

Sharp- sh.  Hawk 

3 

Green  Heron 

38 

Cooper's  Hawk 

1 

B.-cr.  Night  Heron 

30 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

13 

Amer,  Bittern 

26 

Red- should.  Hawk 

14 

Least  Bittern 

2 

Broad-wing.  Hawk 

8 

Mute  Swan 

10 

Marsh  Hawk 

23 

Canada  Goose 

2 

Osprey 

1 

Amer.  Brant 

30 

Peregrine  Falcon 

2 

Mallard 

91 

Sparrow  Hawk 

30 

Black  Duck 

63 

Ruffed  Grouse 

5 

Pintail 

6 

Pheasant 

128 

Greon-w.  Teal 

2 

Hungarian  Partridge 

2 

Blue-w.  Teal 

30 

Virginia  Rail 

10 

American  Widgeon 

18 

Sora 

2 

Wood  Duck 

13 

Florida  Gallinule 

44 

Redhead 

3 

Coot 

23 

Ring-necked  Duck 

2 

Rin  god  Plover 

39 

Canvas- back 

9 

Killdeer 

283 

Lesser  Scaup 

111 

Golden  Plover 

12 

Amer.  Golden- eye 

3  . 

Black-bell.  Plover 

6 

Buffle-head 

1 

Ruddy  Turnstone 

37 

Old  -squaw 

4 

Woodcock 

4 

VJhite-w,  Scoter 

8 

Wilson's  Snipe 

4 

(52) 
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Hudsonian  Curlow 

113 

Catbird 

330 

Up  la  nd  San  dpi  per 

3 

Brown  Thrasher 

44 

Spotted  Sandpiper 

165 

Robin 

1800 

So  11 1  a  r  y  San  d  pi  p  e  r 

9 

Wood  Thrush 

230 

Groat  or  Yel low- logs 

2 

Hermit  Thrush 

7 

Lessor  Yellow-legs 

7 

Olive- b.  Thrush 

73 

Knot 

1 

Voery 

140 

Least  Sandpiper 

18 

B  luebird 

72 

Rod-  b  led .  Sand  pi  pe  r 

90 

Bl.-gr.  Gnat  catcher 

3 

E.  Dowitcher 

1 

Ruby-cr.  Kinglet 

17 

Semi  palm .  Sandpi per 

10 

Cedar  Waxwing 

48 

Glaucous  Gull 

1 

Migrant  Shrike 

6 

Gt.  Black-b,  Gull 

6 

Starling 

2400 

Herring  Gull 

730 

Yellow-th.  Vireo 

21 

Ring-o.  Gull 

2700 

Solitary  Vireo 

6 

Bonaparte’s  Gull 

113 

Red- eyed  Vireo 

225 

Common  Tern 

6373 

Philadelphia  Vireo 

2 

Caspian  Tern 

3 

Warbling  Vireo 

70 

B  lack  Tern 

160 

B1.-&  ,Th.  Warbler 

37 

Mourning  Dove 

325 

Prothon’y.  Via r bier 

6 

Yollow-b.  Cuckoo 

3 

Golden -w.  Warbler 

17 

Bla c  k- b .  Cu  cko  o 

11 

Blue-w.  Warbler 

8 

Screech  Owl 

3 

Brew  st  e  r  ’  s  Via  rb  1  c  r 

1 

Great  Horned  Owl 

1 

Tennessee  Warbler 

140 

Bar  rod  Owl 

3 

Orange- cr.  'Warbler 

2 

Whip-poor-will 

6 

Nashville  Warbler 

20 

Night  hawk 

3 

Barula  Warbler 

7 

Chimney  Swift 

290 

Ye  11  oxv  Wa  r bl  0  r 

1330 

Emnmingbi  rd 

31 

Ma gnolia  ’War bl  e r 

250 

Bolted  Kingfi shor 

37 

Cape  May  Warbler 

9 

Flicker 

2J>C 

Bl.-thr*  Bl.  Warbler 

30 

Pi  loat  ed  Wdpkr , 

2 

Myrtle  Warbler 

43 

Red-bo  Hi  ed  Wd  pkr  • 

1 

Bl.-thr.  Gr.  Warbler 

95 

Red-hoe ded  Wdpkr* 

14 

Cerulean  Warbler 

42 

Yollow-b*  Sepsuckor 

3 

Blackburn.  Warbler 

110 

E  a  i  ry  W oo  dpe  c  ker 

27 

Chestnut- s.  Warbler 

295 

Downy  Woodpecker 

69 

Bay-br,  Tar  bier 

41 

I'ingbi  rd 

193 

Black-poll  Warbler 

10 

Cre  st  ed  El  yea t char 

86 

IT, -Palm.  Warbler 

3 

Fhoebo 

125 

Oven-bird 

150 

Yollow-b.  Flycatcher 

1 

Nor.  Wat erth rush 

9 

Aid  c  r  FI  yea  t  ch  s r 

16 

La .  Wa  t  e  rt  h  ru  sh 

7 

Loast  Flycatcher 

145 

Mourning  Warbler 

13 

Wood  Pew co 

22 

Com.  Yellowthroat 

165 

Prairie  Korn.  lark 

41 

Yellow-br.  Ghat 

2 

Tree  Swallow 

150 

Hooded  Warbler 

12 

Bank  Swallow 

1100 

Bl .  -  c  appod  Via  rb  ler 

7 

Ro 1 1 gh -w .  Swell ow 

145 

Canada  Via  rb  ler 

85 

B  arn  Swallow 

390 

Redstart 

470 

Cliff  Swallow 

33 

House  Sparrow 

1900 

Purple  Martin 

450 

Bobolink 

500 

B  luo  Jay- 

225 

E.  Meadowlark 

370 

Crow 

400 

Red.-w.  Blackbird 

2800 

Black-c •  Qhi ckadeo 

113 

Orchard  Oriole 

7 

Tufted  Titmouse 

3 

Baltimore  Oriole 

625 

Vilii  t  e-  br «  Nut  ha  t  ch 

30 

Crackle 

850 

Rod- hr.  Nuthatch 

2 

Cowbi  rd 

750 

House  Wren 

230 

Scarlet  Tanager 

100 

/inter  Wren 

1 

Cardinal 

90 

Long-b*  Marsh  Wren 

80 

Roso-br.  Grosbeak 

120 

(53) 


. 

-  • 

ii.  it'.  " 

• 

ww  ' .0 .bn  "i  :  j  f r,rT 

o  ; 

ccU 

•t.  •:  X  v ' .  ).  J 3 

*■  ’  ♦  > 1 

1  .  *  •  T 

jrt  .  j: 

■  -  .  ... 

■  f  *  .j...  ‘ ; !  •  .  I 

0>X 

•  '*  *  » 

.  >tr  H 

.  r 

■  .  ■'  ’ 

r  1  '  -i 

*  •  » 

0? 

’ 

?± 

. 

•  .4  ft  *  «. 

■  . 

Cf 

^  Vo  X  ft  A...VV 

n  i 

■ 

:  .  •  ,  --  .)  ••  .  ifO 

o?s 

‘  l  •  . 

c 

■;  *:  •  v . 

o«-.rs 

•  .  -  i;: 

V  '**  •  - 

. 

s 

. 

rvic  r  i^GJinoO 

C^Ti  I  id' i. 

r-  "  ..  -  o 

’ 

' 

a  J. 

in^T  '  X  T 

■  J  ''  *  . 

vc  1  '  tx.  r,  M 

:  .  r. .: 

og>’o.  0  .  '  -  o  i.l  t 

t  .  '-r. 

oc:!s>t0  •  1  »:'.$>  IfI 

0  -  :  •  : 

f. 

•  .c:- 

O'  c 

X 

i  V?  '  •:  o  ’  it  i  lv 

•  .  •  n 

.  ■  £()  .  •  -J  iv:fe, 

c> 

j  1 1  -*i  >oc  —rr  1 

■ r 

a  ’ 

V 

O^S. 

*  ■ 

•  f 

... 

£?*:  W  X 

’ 

;  .  V 

0£S 

1  •.."  D  -r ^  I 

- 

?A‘ 

X 

’ 

* 

*•  f  , 

.  ■>  ■ 

- 

.  ■  \ 

» 

\y 

V  "  - 

* 

e  •- 

- 

-  &  %  -  m  p  * 

*i-  r  ;  j  aO 

r  •'  f 

•  -  '■ 

<  f:  oi^I 

.  ' 

X 

lit  / 

-  4.  ‘  '  '  .•  ’ 

u 

• 

l 

' 

►c;-  f;  ..y/ 

S 

•  ' !  ■  s. ;  .i  J  J  i 

'f 

• 

wo  IX  X  -  >/iT 

V 

; :  L&'  ■■  ■  ]  •  - , . 

. 

v  :  •  •  ...  X 

s  * 

“T  0  ?.  .  "  i rO 

• 

or* 

OKI 

'i  :  '*  i..  [ 

00? 

' 

it 

•J.I  wrv  ritio 

Oct 

'y  ,  7  ■  • : 

X-..  v.  ’o  X 

c  i 

> 

.  e 

V  Z  :u. 

C  08-  _  „ 

•  CCfi 

•  yiO 

'  j'o  inO  •  ■  , 

•  .  :«•••-  •’ .  Id 

?sd 

•  j . • 

■ 

...•:  tin.-  •;  }•■ 

0^3 

■  v  j  ;  .n  -  : ..  ; 

ots 

■  t  ■  In  c  i  v;  :.0 

■  '  s 

1  . 

00  i 

oes 

.  .  ..  •  . 

0? 

•• 

■ 

OS  I 

.  .  -  •• 

03 

■  :  -  *:  ,  ...  ;._,J 

Indigo  Bunting 
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Purple  Finch 

14 

Goldfinch 

1400 

Ea  s t  e rn  T owho 0 

80 

Sr  vannah  Spa.  r  row 

145 

Grn  ssh  0  p  0  r  Spa  r row 

5 

Henslow ’ s  Sparrow 

17 
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85 

Slate- col.  Junco 

11 

Chipping  Sparrow 
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Field  Sparrow 

160 

Uh.-cr,  Sparrow 

110 

Wh . -th .  Sparrow 

250 

Lincoln’s  Sparrow 

3 

Swamp  Sparrow 

65 

Song  Sparrow 

780 
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The  99  observers  enjoyed  a.  warm  (temperatures  up  to  75)  and  sunny  spring 
census.  Unfortunately  only  those  covering  the  Canadian  areas  found  the  birds  as 
cooperative  as  the  weather  to  .make  the  day  a  complete  success.  Tho  nineteen 
observers  on  the  Niagara  Peninsula  averaged  660  birds  per  observer  which  was  over 
tw0  and  a  half  times  the  average  of  the  others.  Unfortunately  no  similar  analysis 
is  available  for  past  spring  censuses  for  comparison.  However,  general  comments  of 
other  area  leaders  indicated  that  birds  wore  sc  arce  especially  in  the  southern 
counties. 


ihe  Hungarian  partridge  and  Tree  Sparrows  are  new  additions  to  the  Spring 
Census  lists.  Other  outstanding  records  wore  the  Hudsonian  Curlews  and  the  American 
B  rants.  Forty  Bed  Crossbills  near  Olean  and  a  Carolina  Wren  at  Lewiston  seen  both 
before  and  after  the  census  were  missod.  The  Bald  Eagle  was  also  among  tho  missing. 

Thirty-one  specios  of  warblers  recorded  is  normal  and  thanks  to  the  waves  of 
warblers  seen  in  the  Canadian  areas  a  total  of  3700  observed  is  about  average. 


Ualtor  Klabunde,  Leader. 


ROTES  ON  A  GOSKAWK 

This  particular  observation  took  place  on  March  17,  1954  at  Mather  Park, 

Ontario.  The  wind  had  been  blowing  from  the  southwest  in  the  morning  at  a  rate 
between  five  and  ten  miles  per  hour.  So  I  had  decided  to  seo  if  I  could  stumble  on 
a  possible  early  movement  of  some  raptors.  Unfortunately,  by  the  time  I  reached 
father  Park,  the  wind  had  shifted  to  almost  directly  west.  Yet  to  my  surprise  I  was 
alerted  by  the  ’’hawk  alarm”  call  of  some  Crows  and  further  by  its  abrupt  cessation. 
The  appearance  of  a  strikingly  large  accipiter  wheeling  ovor  my  head  seemed  the 
obvious  reason.  Subsequent  study  revealed  several  points  of  interest,  the  plumage 
and  flight  direction  being  most  notable. 

Plumage  -  As  tho  Goshawk  wheeled,  I  was  at  first  rather  confused  by  what  I  saw.  The 
general  coloration  of  the  upper  parts  was  a  medium  brown  with  two  exceptions.  Across 
the  shoulders  and  upper  back,  evidences  of  the  adult  plumage  wore  appearing.  Yet 
the  tail  surfaces  had  tho  complete  blue-gray  color  of  the  adult  plumage.  The  under 
wing  linings  were  quite  light  with  only  minor  barring  evident.  In  fact,  the  whole 
underparts  were  light,  devoid  of  streaking  whi ch  one  would  expec  t  in  an  accipiter 
with  upperparts  colored  as  described.  Gray  barring  could  bo  discerned  on  tho  upper 
part  of  the  breast  as  tho  bixd  continued  to  wheel  over  me  at  a  distance  between 
seventy  and  a  hundred  foot.  In  the  bright  sunlight  the  broad  superciliary  line 
stood  out  in  relief  against  tho  dark  head.  Like  a  flash  of  light  it  extended  from 
the  bill  to  the  nape,  widening  noticeably  at  the  nape. 

Flight  Direction  -  Tha  Goshawk  circled  for  quite  some  time  over  the  park,  and  I 

waited  to  see  in  just  what  direction  it  would  move.  All  of  a  sudden  it  set  its 

wings  gp.d  then  flew  directly  across  the  river.  The  fact  that  I  was  able  to  pick  it 

out  with  the  naked  eye  from  where  I  stood  indicates  its  sizo.  As  it  wheeled  and 

ascended  seeking  a  thermal,  it  afforded  me  a  study  of  its  flight  pattern.  Sometime 

l^tor  it  spread  its  wings  and  swiftly  disappeared  to  the  north  along  the  Niagara  Biv, 
^  (94 }  Art  Schaffner 
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SOUTF  SHORE  OF  LAKE  ERIE  FIELD  TRIP  -  MAY  2.  19  54 


The  May  2nd  field  trip  south  of  Buffalo  was  taken  on  a  beautiful  and  delightful 
day.  Warbler  migration  was  very  good.  In  Zoar  Valley,  both  the  Golden-winged  and 
the  Blue-wmged  warblers  were  much  in  evidence* 

Winston  William  Brockner 


FYMATUNING  WEEK-HID  -  MAY  15-16,  1934 

One  of  the  most  enjoyable  Pymatuning  week-ends  in  sometime,  was  spent  this 
spring  during  the  week-end  of  May  13-l6th.  This  was  borne  out  by  the  fact  that  the 
largest  attendance  in  recent  years  was  gathered  at  Linesville,  Pa* 

Nothing  remarkable  was  spotted  on  the  trip  down,  although  migration  was  in  full 
swing.  Presque  Isle,  as  usual,  was  "alive"  with  birds. 

Mr.  Lyle  D.  Miller,  of  Youngstown,  Ohio,  presented  the  program  on  Saturday 
night.  Eis  talk  was  illustrated  with  koda chrome  movies  taken  on  the  Lower  Souris 
Refuge,  by  Fish  and  Wildlife  photographers. 

On  Sunday,  favorite  spots  were  again  visited,  A  beautiful  Yellow-breasted  Chat 
was  found  singing  lustily,  along  the  old  railroad  trac  ks.  Later  on,  near  Hartstown 
a  pair  of  Prothonotary  Warblers  were  found,  building  a  nest.  Nearby,  a  pair  of  Blue 
gray  G-nat cat chers  were  also  setting  up  nesting  activities. 

For  the  first  time  in  years,  no  outstanding  bird  or  birds  were  discovered. 

Winston  William  Brockner 


PRO GRIM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 

* 

Saturday,  July  10  -  Field  Trip  and  Picnic  Supper  at  Tills*  Hills.  Benefit  of  the 

Sanctuary  Fund. 

Sunday,  July  18  -  Shorebird  Trip  -  Canadian  Shore  of  Lake  Erie.  Leader:  Hart 

Kivett,  Meet  at  Peace  Bridge  at  7: 00  A.M. 

Saturday,  August  14  -Picnic  at  Tills*  Hills,  B  ack  Creek  Road,  Patchin  (turn  west 

off  Route  219  at  Patchin).  Field  trip  at  2:00  P.M.  -  picnic 
at  6:00  P.M.  -  &1.23  for  the  benefit  of  the  Sanctuary  Fund. 

For  reservations  call  Eugenia  Praemassing  (VI.  3289)  before 
August  11.  This  picnic  has  been  postponed  from  July  10  to 
August  14. 

Sunday,  August  15  -  Shorebird  Trip  -  Canadian  Shore  of  Lake  Erie.  Leader:  Harold 

Mitchell.  Meet  at  Peace  Bridge  at  7:00  A.M. 

Sunday,  August  22  -  Shorebird  Count  -  Leader:  Arthur  Schaffner,  170  Laurel  Street 

Buffalo  8,  17. Y.  (EL.  9666).  Contact  the  leader  if  you  will 
parti cipate. 

PLEASE  MAIL  YOUR  RECORDS  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  third  day  of  the 

following  month  to  Art  Schaffner,  170  Laurel  Street,  Buffalo  8,  N  ew  York 

EDITOR:  Ray  McCann,  59  Anderson  Place,  B  uffalo  22,  New  York 

TREASURER:  Harold  Rice,  16  West  Park  Road,  Grand  Island,  L.Y. 
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Published  Monthly  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society,  Inc. 

Buffalo,  New  York 


THE  MONTH 

June  temperature  was  2.7  degrees  above  normal;  precipitation  was  nearly  normal, 
but  some  of  it  came  during  destructive  thunder squalls  accompanied  a  few  times  by 
large  hailstones.  The  Noteworthy  Records  contain  more  than  the  usual  number  of 
surprises  for  June  and  will  repay  an  item  by  item  scrutiny  by  interested  students 
of  our  local  avifauna.  The  shorebird  migration  was  notable  throughout  the  first 
week  of  the  month,  the  high  spot  being  the  remarkably  late  Purple  Stmdpiper  in 
colors  seldom  seen  in  our  area — different  from  fall  and  winter.  The  presence  at  this 
season  of  Short-eared  Owl  at  Ransom  Road,  Brown  Creeper  near  Clarence,  and  Golden- 
crowned  Kinglet  in  the  Hamburg  cemetery  suggests  the  possibility  of  rare  nesting 
occurrences  of  these  species  here.  This  month’s  reports  indicate  that  there  must 
indeed  be  much  of  interest  for  us  yet  to  discover  about  our  June  bird  life. 

Harold  H*  Axtell 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 
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Braunbem  s, Nathan ,  etal 

Honslow’s  Sparrow 

tt 

13 

26 

Fries  St  Sweet  Home  Rd 

i  Beardslee 

White-thr.  Sparrow 

It 

12-14 

1 

Colonial  Circle, Bflo. 

Brockner 

Previously  Recorded.  .  .  .250  (includes  Knot,  E.  Dowitcher,  Rod-b.  Wdpkr .  from  May 

Bird  Count) 

Additions.  *  .  ......  _ 2 

Total  to  date . 252 

ERRATA:  Volume  20  -  No.  6 

Lessor  Yellow-logs  Apr.  4  1  Shore  Acres  VanBeurdon,  Listman  -  should  read 

Lessor  Yellow-legs  Apr,  4  1  Breddock’s  Bay  VanBeurdon,  Listman 


OCEANIC  BIRDS  OF  THE  SOUTHERN  HEMISPHERE 


It  is  not  the  privilege  of  many  of  us  to  venture  into  the  waters  of  the 
Southern  Hemisphere;  it  is  with  that  in  mind  that  I  am  compiling  this  data  concerning 
the  bird  life  encountered  while  voyaging  from  Los  Angeles,  Calif.,  through  the 
Panama  Canal,  the  Caribbean  Sea,  around  the  big  bulge  of  Brazil  and  down  the 
east  coast  of  South  America,  through  the  Straits  of  Magellan  and  up  the  West  Coast. 
This  journey  covered  17,500  miles  and  took  from  April  22nd  to  July  1st,  1954,  which 
is  winter-time  in  that  region. 

Birds  of  only  a  few  groups  are  found  on  the  high  seas,  and,  at  times,  day  would 
follow  day  with  no  sight  of  living  thing  except  perhaps  a  few  flying  fish,  porpoises, 
etc.  Members  of  the  albatross  and  petrel  families  stand  first  in  importance  and  are 
found  in  all  salt  waters  to  6he  uttermost  shores  of  the  south  polar  continent.  Many 
of  these  come  ashore  only  for  nesting,  as  those  of  us  who  have  been  privileged  to 
attend  the  Audubon  Camp  in  Maine  learned  vividly  from  the  petrels  there. 

However,  before  we  go  into  the  matter  of  Oceanic  birds,  I  was  greatly  interested 
in  observing  on  the  morning  of  our  departure  from  San  Pedro  Harbor  that  we  had 
numerous  hitch-hikers  aboard  our  freighter,  the  Moremacrey.  Seven  species  of 
Warblers  -  Pileolated,  0 range- crowned,  MacGillivray’s,  Yellow,  Black- throated  Gray, 
Audubon’s  and  Hermit  were  perceived.  Seven  Mourning  Doves  were  aboard  for  two  days 
as  well  as  a  pair  of  lazuli  Buntings,  three  Rufous  Hummingbirds,  and  three  species 
of  Sparrows  -  Chipping,  Gambol’s  and  Lark.  Despite  our  rapid  progress  southward 
and  off  their  spring  migration  route,  most  of  these  were  with  us  all  of  the  first 
day,  with  some  remaining  the  second  day  as  well,  but  by  morning  of  the  third  all  had 
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disappeared.  It  upset  mo  considerably  to  see  these  small  land  birds  carried  so  many 
hundreds  of  miles  off  their  course,  and  I  wondered  too  how  they  would  find  their  way 
back  to  land,  as  we  wore  far  out  on  the  open  sea.  Frequently  they  would  take  off  on 
exploratory  flights,  only  to  return  soon  to  the  ship. 

That  second  day  began  the  identification  of  Oceanic  birds  with  the  Black-footed 
Albatross  and  a  flock:  of  Xantus  Murrelets.  Off  the  tip  of  Lower  California  we  saw 
Least  Petrel,  Western  Gulls  and  White -be Hied  Storm  Petrel.  Flocks  of  Brown  Boobies 
were  beheld  at  dusk,  headed  landward.  In  the  Gulf  of  Tehuantepec  a  Peruvian  Booby, 
which  I  thought  a  bit  off  course,  was  seen  standing  on  a  piece  of  floating  driftwood. 
Blue-faced  and  Red-footed  Boobies  were  also  sighted  in  this  vicinity,  as  well  as  a 
small  flock  of  common  Noddy  Terns.  As  we  were  off  the  Nicaraguan  Coast  an  Eastern 
Kingbird  flew  aboard  for  a  brief  visit. 

Approaching  the  Panama  Canal^  flocks  of  Brown  Pelicans,  Laughing  Gulls  and  many 
Magnificent  Frigate  Birds  were  observed.  Our  first  port  was  Balboa  and  here  Great- 
Tailed  Grackles  and  Black  Vultures  were  very  numerous.  One  Grackle  had  a  private 
feud  with  a  Vulture  and  chased  it  for  a  long  time.  Many  Mangrove  Swallows  were 
flying  about  and  a  Couches  Kingbird  was  recognized. 

Next  day  the  Turkey  Vulture,  American  Egret  and  white-phase  of  Reddish  Egret 
were  present  as  wo  slowly  traversed  the  Canal,  My  old  friend  of  Central  America,  the 
ICiskadoe  Flycatcher  was  re-encountered  and  I  might  say  most  everywhere  that  we 
landed  this  bird  was  in  evidence.  A  Gray-headed  Kite,  Lazuli  Buntings,  Zenaida  Dove 
and  Bigua  Cormorants  wore  likewise  noted. 

At  Cartagena,  Colombia,  flocks  of  Great- tailed  Grackles  were  as  ubiquitous  as 
Starlings  going  to  roost.  Hero  too  the  Great  White  Heron  and  Little  Blue  Heron  were 
viewed,  and  in  the  harbor  Laughing  Gulls  were  abundant. 

In  Caracas,  which  we  visited  from  tho  Port  of  LaGuaira,  Venezuela,  Cave  Swallows 
were  flying  everywhere. 

From  Puerto  Cabello,  Venezuela,  we  took  a  native  bus  up  into  the  mountains  to 
Valencia,  and  enroute  saw  one  gorgeous  hummingbird,  the  Common  Wood-Nymph,  Thalurania 
furcata  ridgwayi ,  brilliant  irridescent  greenish  throat  and  bluish  back.  Gray  King¬ 
bird,  Fork-tailed  Flycatcher  and  Gray-breasted  Martin  were  added  to  the  list. 

The  tiny  Dutch  island  of  Aruba  supplied  us  with  Magnificent  Frigate  Birds, 

Brown  Pelicans  and  Laughing  Gulls.  Due  to  the  aridity  of  the  land,  there  being  no 
rainfall  here,  landbirds  were  absent.  All  water  is  distilled  sea  water  and  very 
expensive,  so  little  is  used  for  gardens  and  vegetation.  Jaunting  across  agpin  to 
Maracaibo,  Venezuela,  we  discerned  Double- crested  Cormorants,  Laughing  Gulls, 
Magnificent  Frigate  Birds,  Large -billed  Toms,  Turkey- Vultures  and  Black  Vultures, 
Here  we  took  a  trip  inland  to  visit  the  big  oil  fields,  and  at  a  marshy  place  I  had 
my  first  view  of  Jacanas,  with  also  Florida  and  Purple  Gallinules,  Great  White  Heron, 
Snowy  Egrot,  Black-necked  Stilts,  Gray  Kingbird,  Vermilion  Flycatcher,  White- 
fronted  Dove,  Mockingbirds,  as  well  as  Smooth-billed  Anis.  A  couple  of  days  later 
in  riding  around  the  island  of  Curacao  a  Ground  Dove,  Green  Heron,  Great  Tailed 
Grackles,  Yellow-backed  orioles,  Mockingbirds,  Kiskadoe  Flycatchers  and  Gray-breasted 
Jays  were  identified. 

Now  we  traveled  around  tho  big  bulge  of  Brazil,  down  the  east  coast  of  South 
Amorica,  M&iny  Pintado  Petrels  or  Cape  Pigeons  were  noted.  This  is  one  of  tho 
Commonest  Petrels  of  the  southern  hemisphere.  One  Black-capped  Petrel  was  seen, 
seemingly  unmistakable.  This  is  a  close -relative  of  the  Cahow  of  Bermuda,  about 
which  Mr.  Fred  Hall  of  the  Buffalo  Museum  spoke  to  you#  (59) 
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In  Guana  bn  ra  Bay  at  Rio  de  Janeiro  the  Great  Frigate  Bird  were  first  checked  and 
no w  came  numerous  Southern  Black- backed  Gulls,  which  were  also  viewed  for  many  weeks 
afterward.  A  Brown  Booby  appeared  on  the  scene  too.  In  the  frenzied  sight-seeing 
at  Rio,  little  bird  life  was  seen,  but  Smooth-billed  Anis,  Kiskadee  Flycatchers  wore 
present  and  the  Tico  Tico,  Zonotrichia  capensis  matutina,  a  little  sparrow-like  bird, 
was  very  abundant  about  Rio  and  Santos. 

Santos,  port  for  Sao  Paulo,  provided  a  new  vulture  which  I  cannot  name,  as  I 
have  found  no  book  which  will  aid  in  identification  of  these  South  American  birds, 
but  it  had  a  yellow  bill  and  white  at  the  end  of  its  wings. 

Our  last  stop  in  Brazil  at  Riranagua  gave  us  the  Little  Blue  Heron,  Southern 
Black-backed  Gulls,  Southern  Skua  and  Schlegel’s  Petrel.  As  we  proceeded  southward, 
Kergculon  and  White- chinned  Petrels  were  recognized. 

Approaching  the  Straits  of  Magellan,  where  it  is  always  cold  and  stormy,  we 
bundled  up  in  everything  we  had  with  us  and  remained  on  deck  as  much  as  possible  to 
see  this  most  magnificent  scenery  in  the  world.  We  were  disappointed  in  not  seeing 
any  penguins,  although  the  ship’s  officers  said  they  often  do,  but  the  Black-browed 
Albatross  was  very  common,  as  well  as  tho  Southern  Skua.  Entering  the  Straits  we 
saw  many  Wandering  and  Light-mantled  Sooty  Albatross  and  the  Greater  Shearwater, 
whose  only  known  breeding  grounds  are  in  the  extremely  isolated  Tristan  de  Cunha 
Islands  in  the  middle  of  the  South  Atlantic.  Out  in  the  open  ocean  again,  this  time 
the  southern  Pacific,  several  da5rs  later,  Silver-gray  Petrels  were  observed,  as  well 
as  Cinnamon  Skua,  Sooty  and  Yellow-nosed  Albatross  and  a  flock  of  the  beautiful 
Fairy  Prion,  small  petrels  pale  gray  above  and  white  beneath.  Wandering  Albatross, 
Southern  Black-backed  Gulls,  Pintado  and  Sooty  Storm  Petrels  followed  us  next  day. 
Farther  north  we  encountered  Peruvian  and  Brown  Boobies,  $lack-bellied  and  Galapagos 
Storm  Petrels  (we  were  within  about  30  miles  of  the  Galapagos  Islands  at  one  time) 
and  Yellow-Nosed  Albatross.  Off  the  Peruvian  Coast  a  couplo  of  days  later  I  was 
thrilled  to  soe  flocks  of  Chilean  Pelicans  and  Guanay  Cormorants;  in  fact  around 
3  P*M.  there  were  almost  literally  millions  of  birds  concentrated  in  rafts,  and  the 
progress  of  our  ship  would  disturb  these  with  resulting  huge  clouds  of  birds  milling 
around  us.  This  continued,  until  after  dark,  when  they  had  finished  their  landward 
flight.  Here  we  saw  the  famous  guano  islands  off-shore,  and  it  wqs  for  those  that 
the  majority  of  birds  were  headed.  Here  too  we  beheld  the  Gray  Gull. 

At  Callao,  port  of  Lima,  Peru,  the  following  day  we  saw  Hornby’s  Storm  Petrel 
I  and  as  we  crossed  the  Equator  on  June  25th  Red-billed  Tropic  Birds  were  plentiful  and 
a  Cook’s  Petrel  identified.  The  last  bird  noted  was  on  June  26th  in  squally  weather 
when  the  White- bellied  Storm  Petrel  was  sighted. 

In  all,  six  species  of  albatross  and  eleven  species  of  petrel  in  a  total  of  86 
species  of  birds  were  identified.  This  doos  not  take  into  account  the  many,  many 
birds  which  were  seen  but  were  too  far  away  or  for  some  other  reason  were  not 
identified,  There  was  always  difficulty  in  identification,  what  with  the  motion  of 
the  ship,  the  rapid  and  mostly  very  distant  flight  of  the  birds,  and  their  almost 
constant  disappearance  from  sight  against  the  waves  of  the  sea. 

What  a  wonderful  thing  to  have  a  hobby  such  as  Ornithology  on  a  long  voyage  of 
this  kind,  for  it  affords  constant  absorption  in  a  topic  of  outstanding  interest. 

t  >  . ,  _  *  •  i 

Mildred  Baker  Williamson 
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19?4  NESTING  RECORDS 


Symbols:  N  -  nest;  E  -  egg;  Yn  -  young  in  nost ;  Yo-  young  out  of  nest;  II  -  contents 
unknown.  Ditto  marks  in  the  species  column  indicate  the  history  of  a 
single  nest  or  group  of  nests.  Thus,  the  records  below  indicate  two 


separate 

Catbird  nosts  but  only  one  Mourning  Dove  nest. 

Species 

Date 

Nest 

Lo  cation 

Observer 

Least  Bittern 

May  15 

N  (probable) 

Buckhorn  Is.St.Pk. 

McCanns 

Muto  Swan 

'»  16 

N  (female  sitting)  Findley  Lake 

Nathan, Thorpe , 

Maxwe li 5  Schaf f ne r 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

Apr, 14 

NU 

Bradey  Rd., Niagara 

Axtells , 

County 

Schaf fner 

Black  Duck 

May  22 

12  Yo 

Mud  Lake,  Ont. 

Brockners, 

McCanns 

Virginia  Rail 

o 

CM 

S 

N7E 

Beaver  Meadow 

Bacon 

Wildlife  Sanctuary 

Killdeer 

»  29 

1  Yo 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Schaf  fne  r, 

Thorpe,  Nathan 

Killdeor 

"  30 

N  4  E 

Wolcott svillo 

Rices,  Nathan 

Mourning  Dove 

Apr, 22 

N  2  E 

Morgan  Point, Ont, 

Schaf fner 

tt  It 

ti  24 

N 

it  tt  tt 

tt 

Barn  Owl 

«  22 

N5Yn 

Angola 

Wilken,  rep. 

Webster 

Screech  Owl 

May  29 

1  Yo 

Wellsville 

McMurtrys 

Gt ,  Homed  Owl 

Apr. 14 

NU 

Balrner  Rd,(Nia,  Co. 

)  Axtells,  Schaf  fner 

Gt .  Homed  Owl 

"  25 

N  2  Yn 

Bert ie  Twnsp . , Ont , 

Kemnit  zer 

Night hawk 

Juno  16 

N  2  Yn 

Essox  St.,  Buffalo 

Geo.  Greenberger 

Kingbird 

May  29 

N 

Beaver  Meadow 

Bacon 

Wildlife  Sane. 

Wood  Poweo 

May  30 

N 

IPonawanda  Indian 

Rices,  Nathan, 

Re  so  rvat  i  on 

et  al 

Prairie  Horn,  Lark 

May  29 

N  1  Y 

Audubon  Golf  Club 

Beard alee 

Course 

Tree  Swallow 

May  13 

N( begun) 

Love  Rd* 

Rices 

it  it 

"  16 

N(f ini shed) 

tt  tt 

tt 

Troe  Swallow 

M  29 

4N  (5~6Yn) 

Beaver  Meadow 

Wildlife  Sane. 

Bacon 

Treo  Swallow 

«  29 

5  NE 

Beaver  Meadow 

Wildlife  Sane. 

Bacon 

Rank  Swallow 

tt  15 

Colony  of  350  pr 

,  Falconer 

Parker 

Rmk  Swallow 

"  23 

.t  tt  50 

Pr* 

New  Oregon  Rd. 

Schaffner 

Bank  Swallow 

«  30 

tt  «  y 

pr. 

Oak  Orchard 

Rices,  Nathan, 

et  al 

Rough-w.  Swallow 

•'  22 

N 

Fort  Erie, Ont. 

Bro  c  kne  rs ,  Me  Ca  nn  s 

Rough-w.  Swallow 

"  30 

Colony  of  2  pr. 

Oak  Orchard 

Rices, Nathan  etal 

Cliff  Swallow 

"  23 

«t  tt  12 

Pr. 

Rando  Iph 

Parker 

Cliff  Swallow 

tt  23 

6  pr,  (building 

nosts) 

Shirley  Rd. 

Schaffner, 

Wolfling 

Purple  Martin 

"  26 

(carrying  nesting 

3 

material) 

Hamburg 

Averys 

Black- c.  Chickadee 

♦»  2 

N  (digging) 

Brocknors 

Wh.-br.  Nuthatch 

Apr , 14 

N 

Wellsville 

McMurt ry 

House  Viren 

May  8 

N 

Rose  Hill, Ont. 

Rices,  Coker 
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House  Wren 

May 

30 

N5E 

Hamburg 

Bacon 

House  Wren 

» 

30 

N8E 

it 

?i 

Co.  third 

14 

N 

Hamburg 

n 

Catbird 

it 

18 

N 

ii 

it 

Robin 

it 

10 

N 

Fork  School  Refuge 

Fisk 

Robin 

ti 

10 

Yh 

i&rk  School  Refuge- 

it 

Bluobi  rd 

Apr. 20 

2N 

Hamburg 

Bacon 

n 

May  5 

13N 

ti 

» 

t» 

May  15 

11N  (1-5E) 

it 

«i 

Bluebird 

Apr. 29 

N2E 

n 

n 

n 

May 

•  2 

N4E 

ii 

ii 

it 

ti 

5 

N5E 

ii 

n 

Bluebird 

n 

15 

N5Yn 

Boston  Hills 

ii 

Bluebird 

it 

29 

NYn 

Beaver  Meadow 

Wildlife  Sane. 

ti 

Bluebird 

ti 

29 

N 

Beaver  Meadow 

Wildlife ' Sane . 

ii 

Bl.-gr.  Gnat  cat cher 

it 

22 

N 

Point  Abino,0nt. 

Art  ells 

Prot  ho  not  ary  Warbler 

it 

30 

N 

Oak  Orchard 

Rj.  ce  3, Nathan, 

et  al 

Red-w,  Blackbird 

ii 

9 

N 

Bear  Swamp 

Brockners 

Rcd-w.  Blackbird 

it 

22 

4Yo 

Mud  Lake ,  Ont , 

Brockners, 

McCanns 

Red-w,  Blackbird 

n 

29 

N1E 

Lowbanks,Ont . 

Schaf  frier, Thorpe , 

Nathan 

Red-w,  Blackbird 

w 

29 

9N  (3-4E) 

Beaver  Meadow 

Wildlife  Sane. 

Bacon 

Baltimore  Oriole 

ii 

24 

N 

Hamburg 

H 

Crackle 

n 

29 

NYn 

Beaver  Meadow 

Wildlife  Sane, 

II 

Eastern  Towheo 

it 

29 

N4E 

Beaver  Meadow 

Wildlife  Sane. 

n 

Swamp  Sparrow 

it 

29 

NYn 

Beaver  Meadow 

Wildlife  Sane, 

ii 

Song  Sparrow 

n 

29 

N5E 

Beaver  Meadow 

Wildlife  Sane, 

it 

Song  Sparrow 

June  2 

Yo 

Hamburg 

it 

A.O.U. 

MEETING 

The  seventy- second  Stated  Meeting  of 

the  American  Ornithologist 

s»  Union  will 

be  held  September  8-12,  1954  at  the  University  of  Wisconsin,  Madison,  Wis.  Public 
sessions  will  begin  at  10:00  A.M.  on  Thursday,  Sept.  9  and  continue  through  Friday 
and  Saturday  ijomings  and  afternoons.  The  Annual  Banquet  will  be  held  Saturday 
evening.  Receptions,  get-togethers,  and  visits  to  the  Rare  Books  Room  and  specimen 
displays  will  be  the  program  for  Thursday  and  Friday  evenings.  On  Sunday,  Sept.  12 
there  will  be  a  field  trip  to  the  Horicon  Marsh  region. 

Detailed  information  and  reservation  blanks  can  be  obtained  by  addressing 
A.O.TT.  Local  Committee  on  Arrangements,  c/o  Dept,  of  Wildlife  Management,  University 
of  Wisconsin,  424  University  Farm  Place,  Madison  5,  Wisconsin. 
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PROGRAM  -  MEETINGS 


Regular  meetings  are  in  the  Humboldt  Room  of  the  B  uffalo  Museum  of  Science  at 
8:00  P.M.  on  Wednesdays. 

Sept.  8  -  Analysis  of  May  Bird  Count  by  Walter  KLabunde.  Analysis  of  the  Shore 

Bird  Count  by  Art  Schaffner,  Bird  studies  in  the  skin  room  by 
Dr,  Harold  Axtoll* 

|  Sept,  22  -  Plan  October  Bird  Count*  Loaders:  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Edward  P.  Cummiskey. 

Summer  experiences  by  all  the  members. 


PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 

Sunday,  Aug,  8  -  Shorebird  Trip  -  Canadian  Shore  of  Lake  Erie,  Harold  D.  Mitchell, 

leader  (VI.  2587)*  Meet  at  the  Peace  Bridge  at  7:00  A.M. 

Saturday,  Aug,  14  -  Picnic  at  Tills*  Hills,  Back  Creek  Road,  Batchin  (turn  wost  off 

Route  219  at  Fbtchin).  Field  trip  at  2:00  P.M.  -  picnic  at 
6:00  P.M.  -  $1.25  for  the  benefit  of  the  Sanctuary  Fund.  For 
reservations  call  Eugenia  Praemassing  (VI.  5289)  before  August  11. 

Sunday,  Aug,  22  -  Sliorobird  Count.  Leader  Art  Schaffner,  Meet  at  the  Peace  Bridge 

at  6:30  A.M*  Contact  leader  (EL.  9666)  if  you  will  participate. 

Friday,  Aug.  27  -  Meeting  of  State  Bird  Book  Committee  in  Femow  Hall,  Cornell 

University,  Ithaca.  This  meeting  is  open  to  anyone  interested  in 
statistics  and  records.  For  additional  information,  cull 
H.D.  Mitchell  (VI.  2587). 

Saturday,  Sunday  -  August  28,29  -  Meeting  of  the  Federation  of  Now  York  State  Bird 

Clubs  at  Ithaca,  For  further  information  call  Mrs.  E.  Ulrich 
(PA.  8896). 

Wednesday- Sunday,  Sept.  8-12  -  A.O.U.  Meeting  -  Madison,  Wisconsin. 

Sunday,  Sept,  19  -  Shorebird  trip  to  the  best  territory.  Meet  at  Delavan  Ave,  and 

Main  Street  at  7:00  A.M.  Leader  to  be  announced, 

Sunday,  Sept.  26  -  Warbler  trip  on  the  Canadian  shore  of  Lake  Erie.  Leader  -  Clark 

S.  Beardsloe,  (BE.  7707).  Moot  at  7:00  A.M.  at  Peace  Bridge. 

Saturday- Sun  day,  Oct.  2-3  -  Pymutuning  Trip.  Leader  Winston  W.  Brockner  (SU.  5896). 

Meet  at  7:00  A.M.  at  the  City  Hall.  Make  room  reservations 
directly  with  Mrs.  Myrtle  Bielo,  care  of  Travelers  Inn,  Linesville, 
Pennsylvania. 


Please  mail  your  recores  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  third  day  of  the  following 
month  to  Art  Schaffner,  170  Laurel  Street,  Buffalo  8,  New  York. 

EDITOR:  Roy  McCann  59  Anderson  Place,  Buffalo  22,  New  York 
TREASURER:  Harold  nice,  16  West  Par£  Road,  Grand  Island,  New  York 
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Published  Monthly  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Societvr  Tnc. 

Buffalo,  New  York 


THE  MONTH 


,  Typical  weather  prevailed  during  July,  except  for  drought  conditi  ons  in  many 
parts  of  our  area.  Normal  water  levels  on  the  Great  Lakes  produced  a  normal  shore- 
bird  flight  with  no  rarities  as  yet.  Only  one  American  Egret  was  reported.  Of 
special  interest  is  the  presence  of  several  species  of  birds  that  normally  spend 
their  nesting  season  in  more  northern  climates.  The  Sapsuckers  and  Brown  Creeper  in 
Allegany  State  Park  may  be  thought  of  as  in  this  category.  The  appearance  of  two 
young  American  Mergansers  at  Erie  Beach  is  wholly  unexpected.  Most  memorable, 
perhaps,  are  the  Red-breasted  Nuthatches  ~nd  the  nesting  Golden-crowned  Kinglets,  at 
both  Letchworth  Park  and  the  Hamburg  Cemetery  with  its  dense  grove  of  large  spruce 
trees  as  the  obvious  attraction.  The  discovery  of  the  Short-eared  Owl  at  Ransom 
Road  in  summer  gives  a  warm  glow  of  pleasure  to  those  of  us  who  ere  especially  con¬ 
cerned  with  the  birds  of  prey. 

Harold  H.  Axtell 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


*  -  indicates  first  report  for  the  year 
F  -  51  ”  ”  "  ”  migration 


Common  Lo  on 

July  4,9,10 

1 

Allegany  St.  Pk. 

McCanns 

25 

1 

ii  ti  it 

Parker 

D.-cr.  Cormorant 

ti 

29 

1 

Rockhouse  Pt.,0nt. 

Sch  af f ne  r , Brown  st  e in 

Am.  Egret 

11 

23 

1 

Kent  Switch 

Wobster 

Green -w .  ?eal 

11 

27F 

1 

Crescent  Beach, Ont. 

'Schaffner, Brownstein 

Canvas- back 

n 

22 

1 

Mud  Lake, Ont. 

!1  II 

Scaup 

n 

9 

1 

Allegany  st .  Pk. 

McCanns 

Hooded  Merganser 

it 

25 

1 

Eden  Pond 

Schaffner , Thorpe , 
Brownstein 

Am.  Merganser 

n 

18 

4(2 

yo.)  Erie  Beach, Ont. 

Kivett , Nathan  et  al 

Co  operas  Hawk 

ti 

18 

1 

Can. shore  of  L.  Erie 

ii  ii  it 

Broad-w.  Hawk 

it 

4 

2 

Allegany  St.  Pk. 

McCanns 

Bald  Eagle 

it 

3 

1 

Oak  Orchard 

Nathan,  M.L;  Emerson, 
et  al 

Wild  Turkey 

it 

10 

4 

Allegany  St.  Pk, 

McCanns 

Ringed  Plover 

it 

17F 

2 

Rose  Hill,  Ont. 

Fi  sk 

(64) 
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Black-boll,  Plover 

July  24F 

3 

Rockhouse  Pt.,0nt. 

Schaf fner , Nathan , 

Tho  rpe , Brown  st  ei  n 

♦? 

24 

4 

it  it  *t 

Graham, Fa ul  etal 

27*28 

(Aud.  Trip) 

11 

1 

Erie  Beach, Ont. 

Schaf fner, Brown stein 

Ruddy  Turnstone 

it 

27F 

2,2 

Crescent  B  each, 
Windmill  Pt. ,0nt# 

it  tt 

Solitary  Sandp, 

it 

22F 

2 

Stromnes3,0nt , 

it  ii 

ii 

24 

4 

Can, shore  of  L.  Erie 

Graham, Fa ul,  et  al, 

(Aud,  Trip) 

Croat  or  Yol low-logs 

if 

22F 

1 

Rockhouse  Pt.,  Ont, 

Schaffnor,B  r  own  stein 

ii 

23 

1 

Kent  Switch 

Webster 

it 

24 

6 

Can, shore  of  L.Erie 

Graham,  Faul  et  al 

(Aud,  Trip) 

Lesser  Yellow- legs 

♦i 

4F 

3 

Rockhouse  Pt,,0nt« 

Schaf fner, Nathan , 

Thorpe,  Aimendinger 

Pector&l  Sandp. 

it 

24F 

1 

11  H  II 

Graham, Faul  et  al 

(Aud,  Trip) 

Least  Sandp, 

ii 

4F 

1 

tt  It  It 

S  ch  af  f n  er , Na than, 
Thorpe,  Aimendinger 

E,  Dowitcher 

if 

17F 

1 

Camelot  Beach, Ont. 

McCanns 

it 

29 

1 

Rockhouse  Pfc.,0nt. 

Schaf  fner, Brownstein 

*  Stilt  Sandp, 

M 

27F 

1 

Yacht  Harbor, Ont, 

Schaf fner, Brownstein 

San  dor  ling 

11 

22F 

4 

Can.3hore  of  L.Erie 

tt  it 

Gt*  Black-b.  Gull 

II 

4 

1 

Morgan  Pt.,0nt. 

Schaf fner, Nathan , 

Thorpe ,Almendi nger 

It 

22 

3 

Pt .  A bi no, Ont . 

Schaf fner,  Brownstein 

II 

27,29 

2 

Crescent  Beach, 

Windmi 11  Pt . , Ont , 

n  « 

Bonaparte  *  s  Gull 

It 

4 

1 

Rockhouse  Pt.,0nt. 

Sch  af  f  ner ,  Nat  ha  n , 
Thorpe,  Aimendinger 

If 

29 

1 

u  it  it 

Schaf  fner,  Brownstein 

Caspian  Tern 

ft 

4 

1 

it  tt  tt 

Schaf  fn  er ,  Na  than , 

Thorpe 

Black  Tem 

W 

4F 

150 

Jaeger  Rocks, Opt, 

Schaf fner , Nat han  , 
Thorpe , Aimendinger 

Short -eared  Owl 

tf 

3 

1 

Ransom  Rd, 

Seeber  rep, Schaf fner 

(heard  calling  and  acting  as  if  defending  territory) 

Yellow-b.  Sapsucker 

II 

4-10 

1-4 

Allegany  St.  Pk, 

McCanns 

It 

11 

1 

Findley  lake 

Sohaffner 

Red-br,  Nuthatch 

ff 

5 

2 

Letdhworth  St.  Pk. 

Schaf fner, Nathan  , 
Almendi nger 

H 

10 

4(2  Yo)  Hamburg  Cemetery 

Schaf fner, Nathan , 

Bacon 

Brown  Creeper 

It 

16 

1 

Allegany  St .  Pk. 

Thorpo 

Short -b ,  Marsh  Wren 

II 

3 

5 

Wolcott sville 

M.L.  Emerson, Nat han, 

et  al 

11 

10 

1 

Allegany  St .  Pk. 

McCanns 

It 

22 

2 

neap?  Stillwater 

Parker 

Golden -cr«  Kinglet 

It 

9-31 

2 

Hamburg  Cemetery 

Nathan, many  observers 

If 

3 

6(4Yo)  Letchworth  St.Pk. 

Schaffner,Nathan, 

Almend inger 

Migrant  Shrike 

II 

17 

l(imm, )  Grand  Island 

Brownstein 

Prothonotary  Warbler 

II 

11 

1 

Findley  Lake 

Schaf fner 

Pino  Warbler 

II 

5 

2  ( 1  Yo ) 

Letchworth  St.  Pk. 

Aimendinger, Nathan , 

(63) 

Schaf fner 

tt 
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N  or.  Wa terth rush  July  29F 


Yellow-br.  Chat 


1,1  Pt.Mait  land, 

Morgan  Pt.,0nt. 
1  Clarence 


Previously  Recorded 
Add  itj  ons 
Total  to  date 


251  (corrected) 
1 

2^2 


ADDENDA : 

*Rnby-thr.  Hummingbird  May  7  1  Ridgeville, Ont . 


ERRATA :  D el  et  e  f  ro m  records 

V01.  20,  Ho.  6  -  Mute  Swan  May  16  2  Findley  Lake 

Vol*  20,  No.  7  -  ”  "  "  16  N  «  »' 


S cha  f  f n  er , Brown  st  e in 
Nathan,M.L.  Emerson, 
etal 


Selbys 


Thorpe , Nathan  ,  etal 

11  11  n 


Note:  Information  collected  by  C.  Parker  of  Jamestown  confirms  that  these  Mute 
Swan  were  introduced  by  the  Findley  Lake  Association. 


A  BORROWED  BED  or  NOTE  ON  BIRD  BEHAVIOUR 


On  July  1st  and  2nd  the  brood  of  wrens,  that  had  been  sizzling  in  their  neat 
brown  house  outside  my  kitchen  door,  flow  off.  Not  far,  for  we  heard  them  in  the 
bushes,  chittering  at  their  hard-working  parents,  and  saw  them  trying  their  wings 
about  the  tree  trunks  for  several  days.  There  were  always  one  or  two  about  the 
woodpiles,  but  I  never  saw  them  all  together  to  determine  the  size  of  the  brood. 

At  dusk  on  July  4-th,  as  I  was  checking  my  bird  traps,  I  noticed  a  Yellow 
warbler’s  nest  at  eye  level  in  a  thorn  tree  a  few  foot  away.  It  was  curiously 
agitated  and  swollen.  As  I  came  up  to  it  to  see  what  was  geing  on,  four  young  wrens 
took  off  from  its  edge  one  after  the  other  with  Ma  scolding  vigorously  at  me  from 
above  (as  any  mother  might  on  4th  of  July  when  at  last  the  children  were  tucked  in). 
I  came  back  half  an  hour  later  to  see  if  this  was  happenstance  or  if  actually  she 
wgs  bedding  down  her  brood  in  the  thorn  tree.  Sure  enough,  there  they  were,  neatly 
tucked  in  again  and  too  sleepy  to  resent  me.  Later  I  returned  with  a  flashlight. 
This  time,  not  four  but  six  birds  overflowed  the  nest,  baby  bills  pointed  up, 
maternal  wings  spread  wide  from  the  mother’s  precarious  perch  partly  on  the  nest, 
partly  on  a  branch.  I  oxpect  my  scientific  interest  should  have  led  mo  to  pick  up 
the  sixth  bird  to  see  if  it  was  the  other  parent,  that  I  had  banded  the  week  before, 
or  to  band  the  T;hole  lot  of  thorn.  But  they  wore  so  snug  and  cosy  in  their  borrowed 
bed,  their  eyes  so  beseeching,  that  I  gave  them  my  blessing,  and  took  my  intrusive 
light  away. 

Mrs.  Bradley  Fisk 


ADDITIONAL  1954  NESTING  RECORDS 


Synbols:  N  -  nest 

;  E  - 

egg; 

C  -  cowbird  egg;  Yh  - 

n  est . 

Ditto 

marks  in  the 

specios  column 

nest , 

Species 

Pied-b.  Grebe 

Date  Nest 

July  22  8'"Yo 

Location 

Mud  Lake, Ont. 

Fied-b.  Grebe 

n 

25 

3  Yo 

Eden  Pond 

Mallard 

tt 

3 

6  Yo 

Stafford  Pond 

Black  Duck 

it 

3 

3  Yo 

11  ii 

Blue-w,  Teal 

it 

22 

4  Yo 

Mud  Lake, Ont. 

Blue-w,  Teal 

11 

25 

3  Yo 

Eden  Pond 

(66) 


Observer 

Schaffner,  Brown stein 

"  ”  , Thorpe 

Emerson, Nathan, Thorpe , 
Schaffner 

Emerson, Nathan, Thorpe , 
Schaffner 

Schaffner,  Brownstein 

"  w  , Thorpe 
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Wood  Duck 

June 

7 

Am.  Merganser 

July 

27 

Red-s£.  Hawk 

11 

3 

Rod- sh .  Hawk 

n 

10 

Sparrow  Hawk 

Juno 

27 

Ruffed  Grouse 

ti 

27 

Pheasant 

11 

18 

Pheasant 

11 

20 

Pheasant 

11 

20 

Pheasant 

July 

4 

Pheasant 

n 

29 

Wild  Turkey  1st  wk. 

Tune 

Fla,  Gallinule 

July 

22 

Fla.  Gallinule 

it 

23 

Fla.  Gallinule 

H 

23 

Fla  •  Gallinule 

It 

23 

Fla,  Gallinule 

II 

23 

Fla,  Gallinule 

11 

26 

Fla,  Gallinule 

June 

3 

Killduer 

11 

13 

Killdcdr 

ti 

27 

Killdeer 

11 

30 

Kilidoer 

July 

3 

Killdeer 

11 

22 

Upland  Sandp 

late  May 

Upland  Sandp, 

July  10 

Spotted  Sandp, 

June 

14 

Spotted  Sandp, 

it 

14 

Spotted  Sandp, 

July  2? 

Herring  Gull 

June 

20 

Ring-b.  Gull 

ii 

20 

Common  Tern 

11 

20 

Mourning  Dove 

11 

14 

Hummingbird 

n 

19 

Flicker 

July 

21 

Pi lea ted  Wdpkr, 

Juno 

20 

Yo  1 .  -b ,  Sa  psu eke  r 

July  5 

Hairy  Wdpkr. 

Juno  6 

Phoebe 

Juno  6 

1 

Pho  ebe 

«  6 

) 

Phoebe 

July 

3-7 

11 

11 

8 

Wood  Pew do 

Juno 

27 

Wood  Pew eo 

July 

22 

Rough-w.  Swallow 

it 

10 

Bam  Swallow 

it 

3 

Cliff  Swallow 

n 

6 

Black-c.  Cliickadco 

June 

3 

Red-br.  Nuthatch 

July 

10 

Brown  Thrasher 

Juno 

11, 

Hermit  Thrush 

July 

3 

Vcory 

ti 

20 

Bluabi  rd 

June 

6 

Bluebird 

July 

10 

13  Yo 

Buckhorn  Is.St;P 

1  Yo 

Cro scent  Beach, 0: 

N5Yn 

Letchworth  Pk. 

XYo 

Allegany  St .  Pk, 

N4Y  n 

Col den 

2Yo 

Zoar  Valley 

10  Yo 

Beaver  Meadow 

4  Yo 

Bergen 

3  Yo 

it 

7  Yo 

Wainfloet ,0nt , 

20  Yo 

Stromness,Ont. 

6  Yo 

Wellsville 

3  Yo 

Mud  Lake, Ont, 

2  Yo 

Celeron 

3  Yo 

Eden  Pond 

].  Yo 

ti  it 

4  Yo 

n  11 

2  Yo 

Celeron 

3  Yo 

Tifft  St, 

2  Yo 

Forestvillo 

2  Yo 

Rose  Hi 11, Ont. 

4  Yo 

Buf  falo 

2  Yo 

Clarence 

1  Yo 

Rose  Hill,0nt. 

N  Lancaster 

2  Yo 

Hamburg 

N3S 

Rose  Hill, Ont, 

N4E 

11  11  » 

3  Yo 

11  11  it 

33N ( e  st )  Mohawk  Is., Ont , 

120QN(e 

st )  »  "  " 

360N 

It  H  It 

2  Yo 

Rose  Hi 11, Ont, 

NE 

tt  ti  n 

1  Yo 

ii  11  ii 

N  Belmont 

2  Yo 

Allegany  St.  Pk, 

Yo 

Charlotte 

N3E 

Charlotte 

N3Yn 

it 

N3Yn 

Allegany  St  •  Pk, 

3Yo 

h  it  it 

N 

Zoar  Valley 

4  Yo 

Rose  Hi 11, Ont, 

Yo 

Allegany  St .Pk, 

3  Yo 

Kuckvi lie 

N 

Charlotte 

N  Yn 

Morgan  Pt.,0nt, 

2  Yo 

Hamburg  Cemetery 

13  1  Yo 

Hamburg 

Yo 

Allegany  St.Pk, 

Yo 

Bergen 

N 

Charlotte 

Yo 

Allegany  St.Pk, 

(67) 

Board sloe 

Schaffner ,  Brown stein 
Schaffner , Nathan 
McCanns 
Brockners 

Thorpe ,Rico  ,Nathan 
Na than ,  A  lmon  d i nger 
McMurtrys 

ti 

Thorpe, Schaffner 
Brown st  0 in , Schaf f ne r 

Hunt  rep*  McMurtry 
Schaffner ,Brownst  ei n 
Phrker,  Werner 
Schaf fner, Thorpe , Brown at ei n 

I!  II  tl 

II  II  II 

Parker,  Ian  din 
Osgood 

Braunbems  et  al 
Fisk 

Mitchell  etal 
Emerson  etal 
Fisk 

Hochmuth  rep,  Mitchell 
Schaffner, Nathan 

Fisk 

n 

it 

Mitchell,  etal 

t«  ti 

11  ti 

Fi  sk 

11 

ti 

palmer  rep.  McMurtry 
McCanns 
Mitchell  etal 
Mitchell  etal 

11  H 

McCanns 

it 

Rice 

Fisk 

McCanns 

Thorpe  et  al 

Mi t chol 1  etal 

Schaffner  etal 

Schaffner, Nathan 

Ave£ys,  Taylors 

McCanns 

McMurtrys 

Mitchell 

McCanns 
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Golden-cr.  Kinglet 

July 

3 

4 

Yo 

Lotchworth  Pk. 

Schaf fner .Nathan 

Goldcn-cr,  Kinglet 

ti 

10 

N 

Hamburg  Cemetery 

ti  it 

Clo  1  don -w .  Warbler 

(female  Go  .1  den -v, 

i.  and 

male  Blue-w. ) 

June 

0 

N4E 

Bone  Run. 

Rosche 

Pino  Warbler 

July  3 

.1 

Yo 

Lotchworth  Pk, 

Nathan 

Ovonbird 

June 

6 

ME 

Cha  riot  t  e 

Mitchell  etal 

0 von bird 

July  5 

Yo 

Allegany  St .Pk, 

McCanns 

Ovonbird 

it 

5 

Yo 

n  n  it 

it 

La.  Waterthrusli 

it 

LO 

2 

Yo 

Chestnut  Ridge 

Schaf fner 

Redstart 

ti 

5 

Yo 

Allegany  St .Pk, 

McCanns 

Vosper  Sparrow 

June 

6 

N4 

Yn 

Charlotte 

Mitchell  etal 

NESTING  RECORDS  FROM  THE  MAY  BIRD  COUNT  -  MAY  2  3,  1954 

Specie s 

Ne  st 

Lo  cat i on 

Observer 

13  lack  Duck 

26  Yo 

Tifft  St. 

Wendlings ,  Web  st  er 

(total  of  3  broods) 

Broad -w .  Hawk 

NE 

Vandalia 

Eaton 

Pheasant 

N 

Rockhouse  Pt.,0nt. 

Mitchell  etal 

Nil Ids or 

Yo 

Port  Dalhousie,Ont . 

Beardslee,  Verrill 

Common  Tem 

N 

Sugarloaf  Pt,  ,0nt , 

Mitchell  etal 

Mourning  Dove 

1  Yo 

Lockport 

Lehrer 

Mourning  Dove 

2  N 

Dunkirk 

Stanleys  etal 

Mourning  Dove 

N2E 

Ro  ckhouse  Pt  .Ont . 

Mitchell  etal 

Flicker 

N 

Dunkirk 

Stanleys  etal 

Flicker 

N 

Po  rt  Da  lh  ou  si  e ,  On  t . 

Beardslee,  Verrill 

Red-#  •  Wdpkr. 

N 

Dunki rk 

Stanleys  etal 

Iled-h.  Wdpkr. 

N 

Port  Dalhousie,Ont . 

Beardslee,  Verrill 

Hairy  Wdpkr, 

M 

Dunki rk 

Stanleys  etal 

Downy  Wdpkr, 

N 

ii 

ii 

Kingbi  rd 

N 

Port  Dalhousie,Ont . 

Beardslee, Verrill 

Phoebe 

N  Yn 

Hamburg 

Creighton 

Bank  Swallow 

N 

Po  rt  Da Ihou  si e , Ont . 

Beardslee,  Verrill 

Purple  Martin 

N 

Dunkirk 

Stanleys  etal 

Purple  Martin 

N 

.Port  Dalhousie,Ont . 

Beardslee,  Verrill 

Black- c .  Chi ckadoe 

N  Yn 

Hamburg 

Creight on 

B1  a c k- c ,  Chic ka. dee 

N 

Port  DalhoU3ie,0nt 

.Beardslee,  Verrill 

Robin 

N3  Yn 

Tifft  St, 

Wendlings,  Webster 

Robin 

N2E 

Rockhouse  Pt,,0nt. 

Mitchell  etal 

Robin 

N  Yn 

ii  ii  it 

ti 

Robin 

1  Yo 

it  ii  it 

it 

Wood  Thrush 

N 

Dunki  rk 

Stanleys  etal 

Wood  Thrush 

N 

Po  rt  Dal  bo  u  si  e ,  On  t , 

Beardslee,  Verrill 

Migrant  Shrike 

N4  Yh 

n  ti  ii 

it  ii 

Starling 

N 

ii  ii  it 

it  ii 

Yellow  Warbler 

N3S1C 

Hamburg 

Creighton- 

Yellow  Warbler 

N2E 

Go wanda 

~Wolf  ling,  Schaf  fner, 

Meyer 

Yellow  Warbler 

N 

n 

ii  ii  it 

House  Sparrow 

N 

Port  Dalhousie,Ont . 

Beardslee,  Verrill 

B  ultimo  re  Oriole 

N 

Hamburg 

Croighton 

Song  Sparrow 

N4Yn 

« 

Ift 

Song  Sparrow 

N2E 

Go wanda 

Wol  fling ,  Schaf  fner  ,Me  ye 

Song  S  'arrow 

3N 

Dunki rk 

Stanleys  et  al 
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WILD  TURKEY  IN  ALLEGANY  COUNTY 


For  several  years  previous  to  the  fall  of  1953,  there  have  been  a  few 
scattered  flocks  of  Wild  Turkeys  in  Allegany  County.  I  have  known  of  three,  and 
there  wero  reports  of  more  in  the  Alma  Hill  region.  That  vast  wooded  territory  is 
seldom  traveled  except  by  oil  workers  and  a  few  wanderers  like  ourselves,  and  it 
would  be  ideal  for  turkeys. 

On  November  28,  1952  a  flock  flew  in  front  of  our  car  on  the  road  to  Alma* 

A  flock  of  five  turkeys  was  often  seen  near  Shongo  on  the  farm  of  James  House  when 
they  came  to  feed  in  the  ppen  fields  while  snow  was  still  in  the  woods.  The  other 
flock  was  in  a  wooded  area  east  of  York  Corners.  These  last  two  flocks  seem  to 
have  moved,  as  is  their  custom. 

In  November  1953  several  new  locations  were  noted,  and  quite  some  distance 
from  the  first  ones.  A  flock  of  four  hens  and  one  gobbler  is  at  present  on  the 
back  of  the  Weldonian  Dairy  fa&m,  which  is  about  two  miles  from  Wellsville  an  the 
Bolivar  road.  The  end  of  the  farm  extends  into  a  hilly,  well  wooded  area  where 
these  turkeys  were  seen  several  times  between  November  20  and  27,  1953  by  several 
observers.  This  flock  was  seen  in  the  same  area  in  February  19 54  by  Mr.  John 
Weidner.  On  Thanksgiving  Day  1953  one  lone  turkey  was  seen  in  Whitesville, 

Another  was  seen  often  all  fall  on  the  farm  of  Mr.  Harold  Dornow  of  Niles  Hill;  it 
was  not  seen  Later  and  Mr.  Dornow  was  afraid  it  might  have  been  shot. 

Noting  in  the  Decomber-January,  1954  CONSERVATIONIST  that  several  releases  had 
been  made  in  Allegany  County,  I  wrote  to  Mr,  Richard  E.  Hyde,  District  Game 
Manager,  Olean,  N,Y.  to  see  if  any  of  our  new  repprts  might  bo  due  to  released 
birds,  I  quote  from  his  letter  of  March  12,  1954: 

m - I  doubt  if  any  of  your  observation^  were  of  birds  released  by 

this  department.  They  are  undoubtedly  birds  slowly  moving  to  New  York 

from  Pennsylvania. - The  releases  we  made  in  March  1953  were  in 

Cattaraugus  County  around  the  edges  of  the  (Allegany  State)  park,  with 
the  exception  of  three  groups  of  ten  each  liberated  in  Allegany  County. 
One  was  in  the  town  of  Clarksville  and  the  other  two  were  in  New 
Hudson. - 

"Your  Whitesvi  lie  report  may  be  a  bird  moving  out  of  a  flock 
(about  l8  at  last  report)  located  just  over  the  line  in  Steuben  County 
in  the  vicinity  of  Irish  Hill. 

»» - 250  turkeys  will  be  liberated  in  the  last  of  March,  and, 

although  the  release  sites  have  not  been  selected  yet,  a  good  percen¬ 
tage  of  these  birds  will  be  in  southern  Allegany  Count y,H 

I  believe  this  wi  ll  answer  many  questions  concerning  Wild  Turkeys  in  our 
county,  I  suppose  by  now  the  quota  for  this  year  has  been  released,  I  hope  acme 
of  these  will  become  adjusted  to  our  locality.  The  only  report  on  last  year’s 
releases  was  of  a  brood  of  thirteen  at  Rushford. 


Edna  H.  McMurtry 
Wellsville,  April  1,  1954 
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MISSED  OPPORTUNITY 


Every  enthusiastic  birder  will  appreciate  the  combination  of  emotions  exper¬ 
ienced  by  the  schoolteacher  in  the  following  true  account.  He  lived  in  a  wiM 
wooded  part  of  Elbert  a  where  Goshawks  were  common  and  Gyrfalcons  very  rare-  He 
was  not  only  a  schoolteacher,  but  was  also  the  local  "bird-man-5  and  an  able  taxi-’ 
dermist.  I  was  calling  on  him  at  his  school  during  the  lunch  period,  and  he  was 
showing  me  his  many  mounted  game  birds  and  birds  of  prey.  Finally  as  he  diowed  mo 
a  particularly  well-mounted  Black  Gyrfalcon  he  said,  ”I<m  especially  proud  of  this 
mount  of  an  immature  Goshawk.”  When  I  corrected  him,  he  stared  at  it  a  moment  and 
exclaimed  excitedly,  ”Yes,  of  course  it»s  a  Gyrfalconl  I  diould  have  known  it. 
Well,  what  do  you  know  about  that  I  All  my  life  l*vo  been  looking  forward  to 
seeing  a  Gyrfalconl  And  hero  I  walked  up  to  within  sixty  feet  of  one,  shot  it, 
mounted  it,  and  for  the  past  six  years  have  been  looking  at  it  on  my  wall  and 
tolling  my  pupils  it  was  an  immature  Goshawk,  never  knowing  it  was  what  I»ve  always 
hoped  I  would  see  someday |" 

Harold  H.  Axtell 
PROGRAM  -  MEETINGS 

Regular  meetings  are  in  the  Humboldt  Room  of  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  at  8:00 
P.M.  on  Wednesdays. 

Sept.  8  -  Analysis  of  May  Bird  Count  by  Walter  Klabunde.  Analysis  of  the  Shore 

Bird  Count  by  Art  Schaffner .  Bird  studies  in  the  skinioom  by  Dr. 

Harold  Axtell. 

Sept .  22  -  Plan  October  Bird  Count.  Leaders:  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Edward  P.  Cummiskey. 

Summer  Experiences  by  all  the  members. 

Oct.  Ij5  -  Annual  Meeting  and  Election  of  Officers.  "Feathers”  -  Speaker: 

Heather  Thorpe. 


PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 


Wednesday- Sun  day.  Sept*  8-12  -  A.O.U.  Meeting  -  Madison,  Wisconsin, 

Sunday,  Sept,  1?  -  Shorebird  trip  to  the  best  territory.  Meet  at  Delavan  Ave* 

and  Main  Street  at  7:00  A.M.  Loader  to  be  announced, 

Sunday,  Sept.  26  -  Warbler  trip  on  the  Canadian  shore  of  Lake  Erie.  Leader  - 

Clark  S.  Beardslee,  BE.  7707.  Meet  at  7**00  A.M.  at  Peace  Bridge, 

Saturday,  Sunday  -  Oct.  2-3  -  Pymatuning  Trip,  Leader,  Winston  W.  Brockner 

(SU.  3876).  Meet  at  7:00  A.M.  at  the  City  Hall.  Make  room 
reservations  directly  with  Mrs.  Myrtle  Bielo,  care  of  Travelers 
Inn,  Linesville,  Pennsylvania. 

Sunday,  Oct.  10  -  Fall  Bird  Count.  Leaders:  Mr.  &  Mrs.  E.P.  Cummiskey,  1757 

Hert el  Avenue,  Buffalo  16,  N.Y.  (VI.  3582} 


PI op  sc  mail  your  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  third  day  of  the 
following  month  to  Art  Schaffner,  170  Laurel  St.,  Buffalo  8,  N.Y. 

EDITOR:  Ray  McCann,  39  Anderson  Place,  Buffalo  22,  N.Y. 

TREASURER:  I-Iarold  Rice,  16  West  Bark  Road,  Grand  Island,  N.Y. 
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Published  Monthly  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society,  Inc. 


Buffalo,  New  York 


THE  MONTH 


August  was  cool,  2  degrees  below  normal,  and  seemed  showery  although  TJ.S. 
Weather  Bureau  records  show  that  the  rainfall  was  not  above  normal*  There  were  few 
outstanding  bird  records.  The  presence  of  King  Rail  at  Oak  Orchard  is  interesting 
to  those  who  wish  to  know  where  they  may  become  better  acquainted  with  this  species. 
More  than  the  usual  number  of  Western  Sandpipers  were  identified; most  and  perhaps 
all  showed  the  reddish  brown  dorsal,  coloring  of  young  of  the  year.  The  albino 
Ringed  Plover  at  Waverly  Beach  resembled  a  Piping  Plover  so  closely  that  it  was  a 
puzzler  to  the  several  observers  who  saw  it  before  it  was  collected.  Although  paler 
throughout,  it  was  rather  dark  in  tho  same  places  that  a  Piping  Plover  is  dark, 
including  the  eye. 

Harold  H*  Axtell 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


Shoveller  Aug.  14  1  Mud  Lake,  Ont  •  Schaffner 

A  small  number  of  American  and  Red-br*  Mergansers  were  present  along 
thd  Canadian  shore  all  summer  long* 

Cooper’s  Hawlc  "  21  1  West  Clarksville  McMurtrys 

Ruffed  Grouse  M  29  1  (dead)Winger ,  Out.  Braunberns,  Nathan, 

etal 


Wild  Turkey  middle  of  Aug.  1  hen 

12-15  yofing  Wellsville  McMurtrys 

*King  Rail  «  15  2  Oak  Orchard  Nathan,  Schaffner 

Ringed  Plover (albino ) ”  28  1  Waverly  Beach, Ont,  Knight  rep,  Nathan 

(collected  on  31st,  now  in  BSN  S  collection) 
w  2  IE  1  Came  lot  Beach,  Ont.  K.  McCann 

H  6  Wainf leet ,  Ont. 


Golden  Plover 


Solitary  Sandp, 
W . -rump •  Sandp , 


it 

it 

it 


29 

8 

29F 

31 


16 

5 


N.  Cuba  Marsh 
Jaeger  Rocks,  Ont. 


4(3  collected) 
(7D 


Braunberns , Nathan , 
etal 

Eaton,  McMurtrys 
Braunberns, Nathan , 
etal 

A  xt  e  11  s  ,Mi  t  c.h  el  1 , 
Bob  Sundell 


I 


•  5 


'  v  •  • 


f',y, 


>>£'•  r< 


)  -  v  >»•' 


.*■  i 
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* Baird’s  Sandp. 

Aug 

.  29 

1( collected) 

Art  ell  s ,  Mi  t  chel  1 , 

E.  Do witch er 

it 

24 

1 

Jaeger  Rooks,  Out. 
Rockhouse  Pt .  ,0nt . 

Bob  Sundell 

Art ells,  Gamble 

u 

29 

4 

Canadian  shore  of  L 

•Erie  Braunberns,  Nathan 

*  .To  stern  Sandp, 

it 

10F 

5 

Came lot  Beach,0nt. 

et  al 

K. McCann,  Dietrich 

it 

24 

7 

Ro c khou se  Pt., Out . 

Art  ells,  Gamble 

it 

29 

1 

Yacht  Harbor,0nt. 

Braunberns,  Nathan, 

Gt.  Black-b.  Gull 

it 

8 

1 

Windmill  Pt.,0nt. 

etal 

Mitchell,  Salisburys 

Bank  Swallow 

it 

14  i 

6200 

Can. shore  of  L.Erie 

etal 

Schaf  fnor  ,Brownstein 

Red - b  r .  Nut ha t  ch 

it 

6 

2 

Lotcli worth  Pk. 

McCanns 

it 

14F 

1 

Mcbhawk  Pt.,0nt. 

Schaf fne  r ,  Brown st e in 

Carolina  T.7ron 

ti 

29 

1 

Rockhouse  Pt . ,0nt . 

Braunberns,  Nathan, 

Migrant  Shrike 

it 

8 

1 

Brunck  Rd. 

etal 

McCanns 

ti 

22L 

2 

Rockhouse  Pt.,0nt. 

Filor,  Kivott, 

Black  Vvh.  Warbler 

n 

14,22F 

1 

Delaware  Park 

Schaf fner 
Brockner 

11 

21 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

Rogerson 

Magnolia  Warbler 

tl 

14 ,22F 

1 

Delaware  1%. 

Brockner 

If 

18,25 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

Rogerson 

Cape  May  Warbler 

M 

51 

6 

Wellsville 

McMurtrys 

B 1  a  c  kb  u  rn .  Wa  r  b  1  e  r 

if 

2  2 , 2  7F 

1 

Delaware  Pk. 

Brockner 

ti 

25 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

Rogerson 

Cho st nut - s . Wa rb 1 e  r 

it 

2  5F 

1 

it  ti 

it 

ti 

27 

1 

Delaware  Park 

Brockner 

B1  •  -  ca  pp  ed  Wa  rb  1  er 

ii 

29F 

1 

Rockhouse  Pb.,0nt. 

Schaf fner 

Canada  Warbler 

M 

14 , 17F 

1 

Delaware  Pk, 

Brockner 

Orchard  Oriole 

tr 

8 

1 

Morgan  Pt.,0nt. 

Mitchell, Sali sburys , 

ii 

9L 

1 

Windrni  11  Pt ,  ,  Ont . 

etal 

C.  Moore 

Ro se-br .  Gro  cbea k 

# 

51 

5 

Niagara  Falls 

Rogerson 

Pro vi  cm  sly  recorded  252 

Additions  5 

Total  to  dato  255 


ANNIVERSARY  BANQUET 

The  B.0.3.  will  celebrate  its  twenty-fifth  anniversary  on  Saturday,  November 
13th,  1954. 

Dr.  George  Miksch  Sutton  of  Norman,  Oklahoma  will  be  our  guest  speaker.  He  will 
show  Koda chrome  pictures  of  h'o  trip  to  Baffin  Land. 

The  banquet  will  be  at  6:50  P.M.  in  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science.  The  charge 
for  the  dinner  end  the  program  is  -it>5*00.  Call  Eugenia  Praemassing  (VI.  5289)  for 
reservations  before  November  1st. 

DonH  forgot  —  November  15th  at  6:50  P.M.  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Scionco. 

Como  early  to  visit  with  old  friends  and  to  see  the  exhibit  of  B.O.S.  memorabilia. 


(72) 


* 

' 

. 

. 

’ 

, 

> 

. 

,  i  ■ 

•  . 

I 

• 

:  ■■  :  ' 

•  .  ■  ■' 

■ 

> 

->  ■  '  ■  ■  ■  r  .0 

• 

1  . 

• 

; 

• 

- 

'  •'  :  " .  .  .  «0.'*v 


.  £■  ’  .  .  x  . 


.  . 

>.  n  r:3<  *  l  •  •  *i  *£  -  U  *i<iU  *<:•  ’ 


■ 


OUR  SAW-WHET  OWL 


The  Saw-whet  Owl  is  seldom  soon  oven  by  that  group  of  people  who  call  themselves 
’’birders"  and  spend  their  leisure  time  searching  the  countryside  for  feathered 
animals. 


Our  little  owl  was  captured  in  migration  on  a  tiny  island  in  the  Bay  of 
Furidy,  and,  while  he  was  with  us,  this  small  bird  was  a  never-ending  source  of 
amusement.  His  ability  to  solve  difficult  situations  and  his  comical  gestures  won 
his  way  into  our  hearts.  He  even  repaid  us  with  interest  for  the  $20  in  mice  he 
ate,  for  one  of  his  pictures  alone  earned  more  than  $700  in  fees  and  prizes. 

We  kept  him  in  a  cage  about  two  feet  square  with  a  large  branch  wedged  inside 
for  a  perch.  Wo  always  provided  a  bowl  of  fresh  water  for  his  use,  but  I  never  saw 
him  drink.  I  suspect  he  used  it  as  a  bathtub  as  it  was  often  filled  with  dirt  and  * 
feathers.  Wo  think  the  Saw-whot  was  too  smart  to  boat  his  wings  against  his  prison, 
but,  if  anyone  approached,  he  jumped  to  a  position  on  his  perch  where  he  could  take 
advantage  of  any  opening  in  the  door*  The  smallest  slit  would  allow  his  escape  and 
give  him  temporary  freedom. 

The  Saw-whet  Owl  occurs  in  two  color  phases,  dark  and  light*  and  ours  was  the 
latter.  His  back  was  rich  brown  flecked  with  white,  end  his  breast  tan  with  darker 
streaks.  His  ears  were  very  large  but  well  covered,  and  not  even  horns  marked  their 
location.  His  huge  eyes  h*  d  feathered  lids  to  protect  them,  and,  when  he  flew,  the 
bars  on  his  wings  and  tail  could  be  easily  seep.  Not  more  than  eight  inches  long, 
he  looked  larger  than  he  was  because  of  his  fluf fed-out  plumage. 

Saw-whet  owls  arc  so  tame  that  often  they  are  captured  by  hand,  as  ours  was, 
but  in  captivity  ho  turned  quite  wild.  After  several  hours  of  freedom  every  day  we 
had  to  catch  him  in  a  butterfly  not  and  return  him  to  his  cage.  I  do  not  believe  I 
could  have  devised  more  ways  to  escape  that  not  than  he  did.  At  first  he  flow  when 
I  was  some  distance  from  him,  but,  as  ho  passed,  I  snared  him  with  the  net.  Next  he 
tried  crowding  against  the  wall  on  top  of  a  windowledge  only  to  be  rudely  scraped 
off.  His  b  ost  escape  wss  in  deceptive  flight,  and,  when  it  worked  best,  he  stuck 
to  it.  Looking  and  starting  to  fly  in  one  direction  he  suddenly  would  take  a 
different  course.  So  skilled  did  he  become  that  many  times  his  freedom  was  extended 
by  half  an  hour. 

I  have  never  discovered  how  to  housebreak  an  owl.  Ljke  other  animals  they 
aro  creatures  of  habit.  A  few  newspapers  placed  at  strategic  spots  solved  most  of 
our  problems.  The  worst  accidents  were  inflicted  on  admirers  who  insistod  upon 
holding  him  in  their  hands. 

Our  owl  sang  three  songs-if  the  noises  and  whistles  he  emitted  could  be  called 
that.  One  was  a  rasping  cry  of  alarm  that  gives  him  his  name.  He  also  produced  the 
short  repeated  whistles,  many  times  described.  These  low-pitched  notes  were  always 
accompanied  by  furious  activity.  Jumping  rapidly  about  on  the  valance-board  above 
our  window  in  what  seemed  to  bo  a  primitive  dance  he  contrasted  his  erratic  prancing 
to  the  mechanical  spacing  of  the  notes.  Wo  hoe rd  the  third  song  several  mornings 
before  wo  discovered  its  source.  At  the  same  time  every  day  between  seven  and  eight 
o’clock  wo  would  hear  a  long  low  whistle,  always  rising  at  the  end.  When  we 
approached  the  cage,  he  was  always  silent,  but  a  long  wait  around  a  corner  one 
morning  solved  the  mystery.  Our  owl  was  producing  the  whistle. 

Most  people  would  bo  horrified  at  the  thought  of  releasing  a  mouse  in  their 
living  room,  but  we  did  just  that.  Allowing  the  owl  to  hunt  his  food,  wo  think,  made 
his  captivity  much  more  pleasant.  Birds,  like  other  hunters,  get  pleasure  from  the 
chase.  Unless  our  owl  was  very  hungry,  he  would  purposely  miss  the  mouse.  Perhaps 
it  made  the  fun  last  longer.  Flying  from  perch  to  porch  he  followed  it  about  the 
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ir com ;  bobbing  his  head  and  swaying  his  body  as  he  watched  the  prey.  Often,  when  the 
rodent  hid  too  long  under  the  couch,  the  owl  would  land  and  placing  his  head  on  tne 
floor  peer  under  the  slipcovers 0  Sometimes  in  the  excitement  ho  would  ignore  our 
presence  and  land  on  a  chair  a  yard  away. 


Like  a  good  sportsman  the  Saw-whet  preferred  a  difficult  capture  to  an  easy 
one.  He  would  ignore  a  mouse  placed  helplessly  on  a  post  to  hunt  another  under 
cover,  often  landing  beside  it  to  peer  intently  at  some  paper  under  which  the  other 
was  hiding.  Occasionally  the so  hunts  continued  too  long,  exhausting  our  patience, 
so  that  we  would  catch  the  mouse  and  put  it  away.  When  this  happened,  our  friend 
boldly  joined  us  in  the  venture  sometimes  snatching  the  mouse  from  our  fingers.  If 
the  Saw-whet  was  hungry  or  tired  of  the  fun,  he  could  end  the  game  very  abruptly. 
Usually  the  mouse  was  captured  with  one  foot  and  the  other  used  to  land  on.  Then 
spreading  his  wings  in  a  possessive  -attitude  over  his  prey  he  would  wait  for  death 
to  come. 


Our  owl  had  a  memory  and  a  very  good  one.  He  could  return  to  the  place  where 
he  had  hidden  a  body  throe  and  even  four  days  after  a  kill.  After  capturing  a  mouse 
he  always  ate  its  head.  I  like  to  think  he  hid  discovered  that  a  mouse  without  one 
cannot  escape,  for  this  part  of  his  meal  was  never  delayed.  However,  he  often  hid 
the  rest  of  the  animal.  Then,  not  being  able  to  find  it,  I  assured  it  had  been 
eaten,  until  rudely  disillusioned  by  a  very  unpleasant  smell.  One  day  after  a 
futile  search  for  the  remains  of  a  long-left  mouse  I  released  the  hungry  owl  who 
retrieved  it  at  once.  Later  he  repeated  the  same  feat  many  times. 

Owls  have  very  large  ears,  and  the  Saw-whet,  I  am.  sure,  heard  sounds  far 
beyond  my  ability.  Certainly  ho  was  instantly  ©ware  of  any  mouse  brought  into  our 
home.  Placing  a.  rodent  in  a  jar  on  a  nost  of  shavings  in  the  cellar  would  promptly 
bring  him  to  a  perch  beside  tho  cellar  door. 

His  eyes  were  sharp  beyond  belief.  I  have  watched  him  closely  as  he  entered  a 
room  containing  a  mouse,  and,  although  the  mouse  twitched  only  his  nose,  it  took  no 
more  than  a  second  or  two  for  tho  owl  to  discover  its  presence.  I  am  certain  that 
he  could  distinguish  a  mouse  from  the  Wad  of  cotton  I  animated  with  a  thread. 
Although  it  always  drew  his  interest  if  I  pulled  it  across  the  floor,  ho  never 
attempted  to  catch  it  unless  he  had  been  without  food  for  several  days.  Then  he 
would  null  it  apart  into  tiny  bits.  It  was  not  lack  of  hunger  that  caused  him  to 
ignore  the  lure,  for  if  a  live  mouse  was  substituted  his  attack  was  swift  and 
certain.  I  thought  hunger  warped  his  judgement  for  on  one  occasion  after  a  pro¬ 
longed  fast  he  picked  up  a  set  of  green  earmuffs  from  the  post  on  which  we  fed  him 
and  flew  into  kitchen  with  them.  Some  of  our  cotton  mice  were  made  quite  life¬ 
like  without  changing  our  results.  Even  rewards  of  meat  placed  inside  the  cotton 
did  not  tempt  him.  He  would  take  this  food  if  there  was  nothing  else  to  eat, 

I  made  my  first  photographs  of  the  owl  to  discover  how  he  caught  a  mouse.  I 
knew  the  strobe  flash  could  record  actions  too  rapid  for  my  eyes  to  see.  To  focus 
the  camera  sharply  I  had  to  know  just  where  my  mouse  would  be,  so  I  placed  him  on  a 
post  a  foot  o.r  so  above  tho  table  where  I  took  the  pictures. 

After  testing  my  equipment  I  released  the  owl,  who  flew  to  his  favorite  perch 
about  twenty  feet  from  tho  mouse,  and  then  our  game  began.  The  owl  tried  to  take 
the  mouse  and  I  tried  to  expose  as  many  films  per  mouse  as  ppssible.  My  presence 
made  his  job  more  difficult  because  he  tried  to  watch  us  both.  A  head  so  loosely 
jointed  it  6'an  turn  until  it  seems  on  backwards  helped  him  in  this  task.  We  both 
had  our  problems.  Whether  the  flash  startled  or  temporarily  blinded  him  I  do  not 
know,  but,  if  I  released  it  at  the  proper  time,  it  often  made  him  miss  his  catch. 

In  this  way  I  usually  snapped  several  pictures  before  he  snatched  the  bait. 
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My  hardest  job  was  timing.  On  my  first  try  I  flashed  tlio  lights  too  early 
just  as  the  owl  loft  its  perch.  As  I  acquired  practice  and  knowledge,  I  improved,, 
r  he  owl,  i  discovered,  attacked  only  when  the  mouse  had  turned  its  back.  Also  bi  o 
owl  gave  warning  by  bobbing  its  head.  A  covering  of  soft  little  feathers  on  the 
front  surface  of  his  wings  made  his  swoop  silent,  so  I  had  to  keep  a  constant 
•watch.  These  vigils  lasting  for  several  hours  could  be  very  tiring,  often  his 


strike  and  my  lights  flashed  together  to  photograph  him  with  wings  fully  spread,  his 
talons  in  the  mouse.  At  this  instant  his  eyes  were  always  closed  to  take  the  drama 
from  the  picture. 


It  was  just  the  instant  before  he  touched  the  mouse,  his  talons  fully  spread 
■rid  eyes  wide  open,  that  my  best  shots  were  made,  and  I  timed  it  just  right  twice. 

I  used  a  Dormitzer  Synctron  with  power  pocks  ana  two  lights,  which  allowed  apertures 
as  small  as  fi6  and  F22  with  Panatomic  X  film.  All  flashes  were  released  by  remote 
control  so  that  I  would  bother  the  owl  as  little  as  possible. 

The  comic  antics  of  an  owl  hunting  a  mouse  can  bo  very  amusing,  and  I  decided 
to  try  for  a  shot  of  this  kind.  A  setting  of  pine  branches  was  decided  upon  end 
placed  on  my  table.  After  that  I  had  the  problem  of  getting  the  owl  to  land  in  my 
setting  on  the  proper  spot*  This  was  solved  by  using  a  cage  containing  mice  and 
covering  it  all  but  a  tiny  window  through  which  the  owl  could  see  inside.  In  this 
way  I  obtained  several  pictures  but,  as  sometimes  happens,  a  double  exposure  ruined 
the  best. 


One  day  our  Saw-whet  acquired  a  roommate.  He  was  a  bedraggled  little  Screech 
Owl.  Vic  had  accepted  him  in  pity  from  his  former  master.  His  tail  was  gone  and 
his  talons  blunted  from  the  cement  floor  of  his  cage.  We  will  never  know  how  it 
happened  but  one  morning  we  found  the  Saw-whet  dead  and  the  larger  owl  eating  his 
rom:  ins.  Whether  the  death  was  a  natural  one  or  not  vj©  do  not  know,  but  it  was 
unexpected  for  they  had  been  together  for  several  weeks.  Although  wo  will  always 
miss  our  Saw-whet »s  comic  antics  and  his  rasping  calls,  he  is  still  with  us  in 
spirit  and  his  largo  dark  eyes  stare  at  us  from  his  pictures  on  the  wall. 


Robert  0.  Fermes 


ADDITIONAL  1954  NESTING-  RECORDS 


Symbols:  N~  nest ; 

E-  egg;  Yn-  young 

in  nest ;  Yo-  young 

out  of  nest . 

Ditto  marks 

in  the  species  column  indie 

ate  the  history  of 

a  single  nest 

• 

Species 

Dat  e 

West 

Location 

Observer 

Killdoer 

Aug . 10 

4Yo 

Erie  Beach,0nt. 

K.  McCann, 

^iet rich 

Huinmingbi  rd 

June? 8 

N  E 

E.  Aurora 

Scarl  rep. 

Mitchell 

i» 

July  4 

N2E 

tt 

tt  tt 

tt 

it 

July  12 

NIElYn 

tt 

tt  tt 

tt 

11 

July  13 

N2Yn 

tt 

tt  tt 

tt 

tt 

July  29 

N'2Yn 

it 

tt  n 

n 

it 

July  yi 

Ill  Yu 

tt 

tt  tt 

tt 

Red-hd.  Wdpkr. 

June  19 

N ( di ggin g) Boa ve r  Meadow 

Bacon 

n  tt 

July  10  N  Yn 

Wildlife  Refuge 

n 

Kingbi rd 

«  18 

N3E 

Beaver  Meadow  W.R 

it 

• 

G  r  0  st  ed  FI  yea  1 0I1  e  r 

"  10 

N( at tempted)  Hamburg 

tt 

G ro st od  FI ycat  ch er 

«'  11 

N4E 

Hamburg 

tt 

11  it 

it  19 

N4Yn 

tt 

tt 
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Crested  Flycatcher 

II  II 

Crested  Flycatcher 

Phoebe 

Phoebe 

Wood  Powee 

Purple  Martin 

Purple  Martin 

Crow 

Wh.-br.  Nuthatch 
Brown  Thrash  or 
Canada  Warbler 
Redstart 
English  Sparrow 
English  Sparrow 

i»  i» 

u  ii 

n  ii 

Rose-br.  Grosbeak 
Purple  Finch 


(con*t . ) 
July  26 
»  18 

ii  23 

Aug  *  1 

„  3 
July  22 
"  22 
Apr.  18 
Aug.  8 
May  20 
Aug.  4 
"  14 

July  2 
”  16 
h  29 

Aug.  4 
" '  13 

»  12 
July  3 


N4Yn( almost  ready  to  fly) 
NYn  Beaver  Meadow  W.R. 

N3Yn  Sinclairville 

NYn  Letchworth  Park 

NYn  "  " 

7NYn( banded)  Orchard  Pk. 
9NYo  *’  » 

N  Letchworth  Park 

lYo  Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

N4Yh(just  hatched)  Hamburg 
3Yo  Lfetchworth  park 
2Yo  Pb.  Abino,  Ont. 

NiYn  Linden  Ave.,  Bflo. 

N3E  w  "  « 

(ad  ults  getting  food) 

N2Yn 

N  -  destroyed 

2Yo( banded)  Well svi lie 

lYo  Hamburg 


Bacon 

ii 

Bacon,  Rew 

McCanns 

ii 

Bacon 

it 

Praemas sings 
Brockners 
Bacon 
McCanns 

Schaffner, Brown stein 

Praemassings 

ii 

ii 

n 

n 

McMurtry 

Bacon 


CANADIAN  SHORN  OF  LAKE  ERIE  FIELD  TRIP 
July  18, "1934 

Only  six  species  of  shorebirds  were  identified  by  the  eight  observers  who 
combed  the  Canadian  shore  of  Lake  Erie  on  July  18th  the  first  shorebird  trip  of  the 
season . 

Noticeably  missing  were  Pectoral  end  Solitary  Sandpipers.  The  date  was  also 
not  too  early  for  Stilt  Sandpiper  dt  Dowitcher. 

The  shore  was  covered  from  Erie  beach  to  Rockhouse  Point.  The  trip  then  went 
inland  along  the  feeder  canal  and  thento  Mud  Lake. 

Of  the  sixty-eight  species  seen,  the  most  interesting  were:  four  American 
Mergansers  at  Erie  Beach,  two  adults  and  two  immature,  probably  a  family  group.  It 
would  be  interesting  to  know  where  their  breeding  place  was  located.  Orchard 
Orioles  were  seen  at  Morgan* s  and  Rockhouse  Points.  Also  interesting  were  the 
large  number  of  Coots  of  all  ages  and  plumages  which  were  observed  at  Mud  Lake. 

Hart  Kivett 


ANNUAL  MEETING  OF  THE  FEDERATION 

of 

NEW  YORK  STATE  BIRD  CLUBS 


The  Laboratory  of  Ornithology  of  Cornell  University,  The  Cayuga  Bird  Club,  and 
the  Cornell  Field  Ornithology  Club  were  hosts  to  the  Federation  of  New  York  State 
Bird  Clubs  for  its  7th  Annual  Meeting  August  27-29,  1954  with  meetings  in  Fernow 
Hall  of  Cornell  University.  The  registration  of  members  and  guests  totaled  230. 

The  standing  committees  met  on  Friday  evening.  The  Conservation  Committee 
allocated  twenty-five  dollars  to  the  Nature  Conservancy  toward  the  requisition  of 
Dome  Island  in  Lake  George,  N.Y.  The  Finance  Committee  proposed  that  the  member¬ 
ship  be  increased  in  order  to  meet  the  demands  for  publication  of  the  New  York 
State  check  list.  This  matter  was  tabled  until  the  next  meeting  ae  is  required  by 
the  constitution.  At  the  Meeting  of  delegates  on  Saturday  morning  fhe  chairmen  of 

the  various  committees  presented  the  decisions  of  their  committees  on  the  previous 
evening.  (76) 


•  * 

■ ;  •  . 

)  a'  * 

«  » 

,  t 

...  . 

*• 

a 

• 

rJ  '  -  .  1 

’ 

■  " 

f 

c<  *  tt  i  i 

; 

»  M.  i  t* 

. 

•r  •  :i  .  *■  I 

. 

• 

. 

,  . 

t  <l>:;  w  r. 

..  . 

• 

- 

n 

’  '  ,f'T 

n 

..*•  ■» 

1 

. 

•  u 

• 

. 

,  f* 

»t  .1* 

: 

. 

..  . 

• 

_ 


, '  ■ 


. 


. 

•  ■  ’  :  • 


■ 

.  J  ..  .  •  •  '  .  ..  ;f  ft 


.  .  r  .  ■. .  :  i.  ■■■■.-  ••  s  :  c 

.  .  .  •  I  ...  -1 


. 

V 


' 


,,  *  f 

.  ■  ■  f 

{  .  I 


’  ■  •  '  .  - ; 


. 


0  t  ■  B  '  f 


m  .*• 

' 

' 

. 

. 

■  uc  v  ■  . 0  ix.  >d 


. 

*  -  ,  •  ’■  r  :  \ 

•  f! 

■ 


At  the  afternoon  session  in  Fernow  Hall  the  following  eight  papers  were  given: 
3.6  MR,  HAROLD  T).  MITCHELL,  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society.  An  Unusual  Killdeer 
Nesting.  Motion  pictures,  15  min, 

2,  DR.  STEPHEN  W.  EATON ,  Biology  Dept , ,  St,  B  onaventure  University.  The  Birds  of 
tho  High  Plateaus  of  Southwestern  Now  York.  Lantern  slides.  15  min. 

3*  MRS.  EDWARD  0.  ULRICH  -  Tho  Arctic  Woodpecker  Invasion  of  Western  New  York  During 
the  Past  Winter.  Motion  pictures.  15  min. 

4.  MR.  EDWARD  L.  SEEBER ,  Cornell  University,  Ithaca,  A  Recent  Extension  of  the 

Ranges  of  the  Blue-winged  and  Golden*- winged  Warblers  into  the  Ithaca  Areas. 

10  min. 

5.  MRS.  SOUTHGATE  Y;  EOIT,  Cornell  University,  Ithaca,  Bewick* s  Wren  in  New  York 

State  with  a  short  16  mm  motion  picture  by  Mr.  Davis  Daboll  of  Auburn,  N.Y. 

•  10  min. 

6.  DR.  ALLEN  H.  BENTON,  Biology  Dept . ,  N.Y.  State  College  for  Teachers,  Albany. 

Birds  and  Utility  Lines,  Slides,  (read  by  title) 

7.  MR.  STANLEY  OLIVER  GRIERSON,  Chairman,  Conservation  Committee  of  tho  Federation. 

A  Report  on  Conservation.  10  min. 

8.  MR.  LAWRENCE  S.  SMITH,  Refuge  Manager,  Montezuma  National  Wildlife  Refuge.  The 

Montezuma  National  Wildlife  Refugo.  Lantern  slides.  15  min. 

Dr.  Allen  conduc  ted  those  people  who  did  not  attend  the  delegates  meeting 
Saturday  morning  to  Sapsuckor  Woods,  a  recently  acquired  woodlot  and  adjoining  fields 
which  are  being  developed  into  various  habitat  areas.  The  features  of  the  woodlot 
will  be  retained,  but  in  an  open  marshy  area  ponds  are  being  formed. 


The  large  attendance  at  the  dinner  overtaxed  the  capacity  of  the  Cornell  Heights 
Residential  Club  with  a  result  that  .12  or  .15  had  their  dinner  at  the  St  a  tier  Union. 
These,  later  joined  the  bigger  group  to  enjoy  a  pleasant  evening  prepared  by  the 
Program  Committee.  Here  Dr.  Paul  Kellogg  introduced  an  innovation  in  bird  photography- 
bird  call  recordings  to  lure  the  bird  within  close  camera  range.  The  effectiveness 
of  this  method  was  proven  by  the  very  excellent  pictures  which  Dr.  A./-.  Allen 
obtained  this  summer  on  his  trip  to  Ft.  Churchill.  These  pictures  included  Blue¬ 
birds  and  Dickci ssels  in  Ohio,  Red-necked  Grebes  in  northern  Canada.  The  Willow 
Ptarmigan,  a  bird  difficult  to  photograph,  came  flying  toward  the  recorded  sound  of 
his  own  voice  and  the  camera  and  alighted  on  a  prepared  setting  in  front  of  a  ver¬ 
tically  placed  mirror.  Tho  distraught  bird  looked  for  his  rival  in  front,  behind 
and  over  the  top  of  the  mirror  but  all  that  he  had  for  his  efforts  was  his  own 
reflected  image  in  the  glass. 

On  Sunday  morning  after  a  very  substantial  breakfast  by  the  Allens  at  their 
home  tho  group  wont  to  the  Montezuma  Wildlife  Refuge.  The  morning  rain  did  not 
stop* the  driving  of  automobiles  out  on  the  dykes,.  There  was  a  good. showing  of 
American  Egrets,  a  few  sborebirds  and  few  ducks.  The  well  rounded  list  of  land 
birds  included  4  Pileatcd  Woodpeckers,  2  Rod-bellied  Woodpeckers  and  nest,  and  an 

eagle  (nest). 

The  Chemung  Audubon  Society  of  Elmira  will  bo  host  to  the  Federation  for  the 

8th  annual  meeting  in  1955.  . 

Mr.  E.  C.  Ulrich 


PROGRAM  -  MEETINGS 

Regular  meetings  are  in  the  Humboldt  Room  of  tho  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  at 

nct  27  -  ’’Featiiers”  -  Speaker:  Heather  Thorpe .  Report  of  Fall  Bird  Count 

Leaders:  Mr.  &  Mrs.  E.P.  Cummiskey.  Report  of  the  Federation  of  New  York 

State  Bird  Clubs  seventh  Annual  Meeting. 
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(Mootings  (con*t9) 

Saturday,  Nov,  13th  -  Twenty-fifth  Anniversary  Banquet, 

Dec,  8  -  Plan  Christmas  Census. 

FROG-RAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 
The  following  field  trips  are  on  Sundays: 

0 vt ,  24  -  Dunnville  Mhrsh  for  Sharp-tailed  Sparrows,  Leader  -  Bernard  Nathan 
(GR.  0673)*  Meet  at  Peace  Bridge  at  7:30  A.M, 

Nov.  .14  -  Niagara  County.  Leader:  Mrs.  H.  EL  Axtell.  Moot  at  University  Plaza  at 
7:3 0  A.M. 

Dec.  12  -  Niagara  Loop,  Loader:  Mary  Louise  Emerson  (LI.  OO67).  Meet  at  Peace 
Bridge  at  7:30  A.M. 

Dec,  19  -  Ferry  St.  and  Grand  Island, 

Doc.  26  -  Christmas  Census, 

^  ^  fc  ^  ^ 


NOTE:  In  the  last  two  winters  I  have  banded  131  Starlings  in  my  yard  at  20  Berkley 
Place.  I  very  rarely  see  a  banded  Starling  in  my  yard;  they  evidently  give  my 
premises  a  wide  berth  after  their  handling,  although  several  have  been  picked  up 
dead  in  the  neighborhood •  Only  five  have  ever  returned  to  my  traps.  Of  these 
five,  two  had  been  used  for  demonstration  purposes  at  Cirl  Scout  meetings.  One,  on 
which  I  put  a  yellow  band  as  well  as  the  government  band,  to  distinguish  it,  was 
released  in  Lilliamsvillo  some  10  miles  north  of  my  home  on  January  26,  1933.  It 
was  in  my  trap  again  January  30th.  The  other,  red-banded,  was  released  at  the 
Khogebein  School,  some  10  miles  on  another  side  of  my  yard  at  3:00  P.M.  April  12th, 
1934,  and  was  in  my  trap  at  7:13  A.M.  on  April  14th. 


I  can’t  wait  to  be  asked  to  another  meeting! 
groups  I  have  been  to. 


These  arc  the  only  two  Scout 
Mrs.  Bradley  Fisk 


NOTE:  Faieogeographers  prove  by  a  roundabout  method  that  South  America  and  Africa 
wore  once  connected  by  land.  The  Rhea  is  unique  to  South  America;  the  Ostrich  is 
unique  to  Africa;  both  of  these  flightless  birds  are  parasitized  by  the  same  kind 
of  feather  lice,  distinct  from  those  of  any  other  bird.  This  parasite  must  have 
evolved  on  the  common  ancestor  of  these  two  birds  at  a  time  when  the  two  continents 
were  connected  by  land. 

from  "The  Lungfish  and  the  Unicorn”  - 

Willy  Ley 


^  .L  ^  |X/  iyL  'I. 

^  ^  ^  ^  ^  ^ 

Please  mail  your  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  third  day  of  the 

following  month  to  Art  Schaffner,  170  Laurel  St.,  Buffalo  8,  N.Y. 

EDITOR:  Ray  McCann,  59  Anderson  Place,  Buffalo  22,  New  York 

Ti:  A.  SURER:  Harold  Rice,  16  West  Park  Road,  Grand  Island,  New  York 
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Published  Ho nthly  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society,  Inc. 

Buffalo,  New  York: 


THE  MONTH 


Although  September  temperature  was  practically  normal  and  precipitation  only 
0.8l  inches  below  normal,  the  birding  was  above  average,  with  very  few  poor  days. 

B  est  of  all,  the  two  biggest  migration  waves  came  on  week-ends.  Both  were  very 
exciting  with  their  large  flocks  of  warblers  and  other  small  migratory  land  birds 
along  the  Canadian  Shore  of  Lake  Erie,  The  first  of  these  days,  on  the  12th, 
coincided  with  the  first  gfeat  temperature  drop,  to  a  44  degree  minimum  and  an 
average  of  11  degrees  below  normal  for  that  date.  The  other,  on  the  25th,  followed 
another  period  of  three  days  of  unusually  low  temperatures,  40°  on  the  24th  being  the 
lowest  of  the  month*  The  22nd *  in  this  same  cold  period,  was  so  windy  that  prospects 
for  birding  seemed  discouraging;  actually,  however*  it  turned  out  to  be  an  exception¬ 
ally  good  day:  migratory  birds  were  abundant,  and  aboreal  species,  seeking  escape 
from  the  high  winds  through  the  trees,  were  swarming  low  in  the  shrubbery  where  it 
was  easier  to  find  and  observe  them.  Another  week-end  day,  the  4th,  brought  a  sur¬ 
prisingly  good  early  influx  of  migrants.  A  feature  of  the  month,  coinciding  with 
reports  elsewhere  in  the  Northeast,  was  the  unusual  number  of  Red-breasted  Nuthatches 
passing  through.  The  outstanding  non-passerine  bird  was  of  course  the  Buff- 
breasted  Sandpiper  whose  visit  happily  coincided  with  the  three-day  Lahor  Day  week¬ 
end,  giving  nearly  all  who  were  interested  an  opportunity  to  observe  it.  This  rarity 
was  eclipsed,  however,  by  the  two  Harris’s  Sparrows,  both  of  which  were  likewise  seen 
by  a  number  of  observers.  Many  species,  especially  of  flycatchers,  swallows,  vireos, 
and  warblers,  stayed  with  us  considerably  later  than  theair  usual  last  departure 
dates,  with  promise  of  still  more  extensive  record-breaking  in  October. 

Harold  H.  Axtell 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


*  -  indicates  first 

report  for  the  year 

R  -  •»  *» 

M  "  M  migration 

L  -  "  last 

tt  I!  »»  M 

Common 

Loon 

Sept . 

18F 

1 

Rockhouse  Pt.,0nt, 

Nathan, Schaffner, etal 

»» 

19 

1 

Can.  shore  L.  Erie 

Smiths,  Salisbury 

Horned 

Grebe 

it 

24F 

2 

Erie  Beach  ,0nt. 

Axtell 

M 

25 

3 

Niagara  Gorge 

Axtells 

II 

29 

1 

Erie  Beacfr,Ont. 

Axtell 
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Amor  3  Egret 

S6pt 17 

,19 

1 

Wellsville 

McMurt rys 

n 

26L 

1 

Mortons  Corners 

Brockner 

Canada  Goose 

II 

18F 

12 

Onovil.l.e 

Parker 

Cadwall 

11 

2SF 

2 

Buckhorn  Is.St.Pk. 

Rosche 

Shoveller 

11 

18 

2 

Mud  Lake , On t. 

ti 

bedhead 

11 

19F 

2 

Can. shore  L.  Erie 

Smiths,  Salisbury 

Buffi  e-hoad. 

II 

19F 

1 

it  ii  ii 

ii  ii 

Ruddy  Duck 

II 

2  2F 

1 

Java  Lake 

Rosche 

Turkey  Vulture 

II 

19 

30 

Fulmer  Valley 

Horns  rep.  McMurt ry 

Cooper* s  Hawk 

II 

11 

1 

Can.  shore  L.Erie 

Rice,  Co gge shall 

II 

11 

1 

E.  Eden 

Ro  sche 

II 

29 

1 

Java 

ii 

II 

30 

1 

Gainesville 

E.  V.  Smith 

Broad-w*  Hawk 

II 

4F 

1 

Thunder  Bay,0nt. 

Nathan , Schaffner , 

Emersons 

11 

2  7L 

2 

Erie  Beach,0nt. 

Axtell 

Bald  Eagle 

It 

11 

1 

Rockhouse  Pt.,0nt. 

Axt  ell  ,W  oldman, 

•  Schaffner 

Osprey 

11 

3F 

2 

Morgan  pt.,0nt. 

Axt ells, Nathan, Kivett , 

Schaffner 

11 

11 

1 

Can. shore  L.  Erie 

Rice,  Cogge shall 

n 

11,12 

1 

Yates  Pond (Orchard 

park)  Rosche 

n 

12 

1 

Pt .  Dalhousie,  Ont, 

Al .  Smith 

n 

18 

1 

Onoville 

Parker 

ii 

13 

1 

Pt.  Abino,0nt. 

Rosche 

ii 

19 

2 

Pt .  Dalhousie,  Can* 

shore  L.Erie 

Smiths,  Salisbury 

it 

22 

1 

Protection 

Ro  sche 

ii 

28 

1 

Orchard  Park 

Axtell 

ii 

29 

1 

Buckhorn  Is.St.Pk. 

Cogge shells 

Peregrine  Falcon 

it 

4F 

1 

Rockhouse  Pt.,0nt. 

Nathan,  Emersons, 

Schaffner  et  al 

n 

7 

1 

Oak  Orchard 

Cogge shall 

ii 

19 

1 

Mud  Lake, Ont. 

Rosche 

Pigeon  Hawk 

ii 

3F 

1 

Sherkst on, Ont . 

Axt ells, Nathan, Kivett, 

Schaffner 

it 

12 

1 

Yacht  Harbor, Ont. 

Axt  ells,  Woldman 

Golden  Plover 

ii 

3 

6 

Sherkst on ,0nt . 

A  xtells, Nathan,  Kivett, 

Schaffner 

« 

11 

33 

Can. shore  L.  Erie 

Rice,  Co gge shall 

n 

13 

4 

Erie  Beach, Ont. 

Axtell 

it 

18 

73 

Winger,  Ont • 

Scha  f  f ne  r , Na t  han , 

Cogge  shall , Brown st ei n 

it 

19 

10 

M  H 

Filor,  Schaffner, Nathan 

ii 

23 

130 

Ransom  Rd, 

Rosche 

ti 

26 

33 

it  ti 

ii 

it 

26 

36o(plus)  "  " 

Schaffner, Filor, Nathan 

(Th 

e  disparity  noted  in  numbers  on  the  26th  is  probably  due 

to  ' 

the  fact 

that  the  latter  party  walked  the  fields.) 

Hudsonian  Curlew 

n 

4L 

2 

Rockhouse  Pt.,0nt, 

Emerson  s , Nathan , 

Schaffner 

(noted  attacking  Blue-w,  Teal 

which  they  eclipsed 

in  size) 

Spotted  Sandp , 

ti 

26 

1 

Sugar  Loaf  Pt.,0nt. 

Mitchell,  et  al 

ii 

26 

1 

Allegany  St .Pk. 

Rices 

Solitary  Sandp, 

it 

28 

1 

Orchard  Park 

Axtell 

Knot 

ii 

4 

,3 

3 

Jaeger  Rocks, Ont, 

Axt ell s,Ro sche ' et  al 

it 

4 

6 

Erie  Beach, Ont. 

Axt  el  Is,  Nathan, 

Schaffner,  Kivett 


(80) 


* » 


i 


s  ' 


d- 


A 


ELiot  (  con’t . )  Sept 

.  15 

4 

Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

Axtell 

WL-rump*  Sandp* 

25 

1 

Morgan  Pt.,Ont. 

Schaf fner , Nathan , Axt ell 

it 

15 

1 

Erie  Beach, Ont. 

Axtell 

it 

19 

1 

Roekhouse  Pt.,Onb. 

Ro  sche 

Baird’s  Sandp, 

ti 

3 

1 

Bird  Is* 

Mitchell 

n 

4 

4 

Jaeger  Rocks,  Pt , 

Emersons , Nathan, 

Colborne , • Rocki ouse 

Pt.,0nt.  Schaf fner 

Least  Sandp, 

it 

23 

1 

Eric  Beach, Out. 

Axtell,  Coggeshalls 

it 

25 

1 

Jaeger  Rocks, Ont  . 

Nathan,  Axt ells, 

26 

■ Schaf fner 

it 

2 

it  11  n 

Schaf fner, Nathan, Fi lor 

Red-bkd,  Sandp* 

ii 

27 

2 

Erie  Beach,Ont. 

Axtell 

it 

18F 

1 

Jaeger  Rocks, Ont  . 

Schaf fner, Nathan  et  al 

E.  Do Witcher 

it 

4 

1 

Roekhouse  Pt.,Ont  . 

Emersons, Schaf fner, 

Nathan  et  al 

w 

1.1 

12 

E.  Eden  Pond 

Rosche 

it 

11 

1 

Can,  shore  L.  Er:.f 

Rice,  Cogge shall 

it 

13L 

1 

n  11  11  n 

Axtell 

Stilt  Sandp, 

n 

25L 

1 

Jordan  Valley 

Al*  Smith 

Western  Sandp, 

it 

5 

1 

Jaeger  Rocks, Ont* 

Rew ,  Rat hbun  ,W eb  st  er 

*Buff-br.  Sandp* 

it 

18 

2 

11  it  it 

Schaf fner ,N  athan  etal 

ti 

4 

1 

Roekhouse  Pt.,Ont* 

Axt  el  Is 

*N  o  it  .he  rn  B ha  la  rope 

ii 

5,4, 

1 

tt  tt  ti 

man|y  observers 

it 

25 

1 

Niagara  Gorge 

Axtells 

*Franklin*s  Gull 

it 

26 

1 

n  n 

Mitchell  et  al 

it 

a  s 

18 

1 

Ft.  Erie, Ont. 

Rosche  et  al 

-  2  ,  30L 

1 

ti  ii  n 

Axtell 

Little  Gull 

ti 

11 

1 

Ft .  Erie, Ont . 

Axtells 

ti 

19 

1 

n  n  tt 

Schaf fner,  Nathan 

tt 

20 

1 

n  11  11 

Axtell 

ti 

25 

1 

Bird  Is* 

Schaf fner,  Nathan 

Elack-b.  Cuckoo 

tt 

2?L 

1 

Java 

Rosche 

Chimney  Swift 

n 

24L 

1 

Erie  Beach, Ont. 

Axtell,  Cogge shall 

Hummingbird 

ii 

26 

1 

Thorn  Thicket 

Rosche 

it 

29 

1 

Wellsville 

McMurtrys 

Red-hd.  Wdpkr* 

tt 

18L 

1 

Pt .  Abino,Ont. 

Rosche 

Yellow-b,  Sapsucker 

tt 

18F 

1 

Erie  Beach, Ont. 

•Schaf  fner,  Nathan, 

Rosche  et  al 

Fingbird 

ti 

18 

4 

Long  Beach, Ont. 

Schaf fne  r , Nathan , 

Cogge shall, Brown stein 

tt 

19L 

1 

Can. shore  L.  Erie 

Smiths,  Salisbury 

Crested  Flycatcher 

H 

4F 

1 

Can. shore  L.Erie 

Axtells 

tt 

4F 

1 

Mo  rgan  Pt . , Ont . 

Erne r  son  s , Nat  han , 

Schaf fner 

tl 

5 

1 

11  it  11 

Axt ells, Nathan ,Ki  vet t , 

Schaf fner 

It 

18 

1 

Roekhouse  Pt.,Ont. 

Nathan , Co  gge  shal 1 , 

Schaf fner,  Brownstein 

tt 

24 

1 

Erie  Beach, Ont. 

Axtell,  Co  gge  shall 

It 

25 

1 

Waverly  Beach, Ont. 

Axtells 

Ycllow-b.  Flycatcher 

II 

4F 

1 

Can. shore  Lake  Erie 

Axtells 

tt 

4F 

1 

Morgan  Pt.^Ont. 

Schaffner 

tt 

5 

1 

n  11  it 

Axt  ells, Nat han, 

Schaf fn or,  Kivett 

tt 

12 

3 

Can, shore  L.  Erie 

Axtells,  Woldman 

tt 

15 

5 

Erie  Beach, Ont. 

Axtell 

tt 

17 

1 

Wellsville 

McMurtrys 

It 

22 

2 

Erie  Beach, Ont. 

Axtell 

tt 

24 

2 

it  11  it 

Axtell,  Coggeshall 

It 

29,30 

1 

tt  ti  tt 
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Least  Flycatcher  (?) 

Sept 

.  25L 

2 

Erie  Beach, Ont. 

Schaffner, Nathan  ,Axtell 

Vi  3  od  Pew  GO 

t» 

25 

1 

Allegany  St .  Pk. 

Rices 

Cxive-s.  Flycatcher 

i» 

4L 

2 

Erie  Beach,  Morgan 
Pfc . , Ont . 

Nathan, Emersons, 
Schaffner 

Bank  Swallow 

ii 

11 

1 

Can.  Shore  L.  Erie 

Rice,  Coggeshall 

n 

12 

1 

ii  ti  ii  ii 

Axtells,  Woldman 

n 

2  5L 

1 

Ft  .Erie, Ont . 

Axt  ells 

n 

25L 

5 

Buckhorn  Is.St.Pk. 

Rew 

Barn  Swallow 

n 

22L 

2 

Erie  Beach, Ont, 

Axt ell 

Cliff  Swallow 

ti 

24L 

1 

Ft.  Erie,  Ont. 

ii 

purple  Martin 

ii 

18 

600 

Ft .  Eri e , Ont . 

Rosche  et  al 

ii 

19 

100 

Jamestown 

Parker 

n 

22 

100 

Jaeger  Rocks, Ont. 

Fi  sk 

ii 

24 

100 

Erie  Beach, Ont. 

Axt ell,  Coggeshall 

it 

25 

200 

Ft .Erie,  Erie  Beach, 

Ont.  Schaffner, Nathan 

it 

26 

100 

Ft.  Erie, Ont. 

Mitchell,  et  al 

Brown  Creeper 

n 

12F 

1 

Can.  shore  L.Erie 

Axt ells,  Woldman 

ii 

14 

2 

Emery  Pk. 

Rosche 

WintQr  Wren 

n 

18F 

2 

Erie  Beach, Ont. 

Nathan , Schaffner , 

Brown stein 

ii 

20 

1 

Rose  Hi 11, Ont. 

Fi  sk 

it 

20  • 

1 

Delaware  Pk. 

Brockner 

•i 

20 

1 

Erie  Beach, Ont . 

Axt  ell 

Carolina  Wren 

it 

4 

1 

Can. shore  L.  Erie 

Axtells 

it 

5 

1 

Cre  sent  Boa  ch , Ont . 

A xt  e 11 s , Nat han , KL  vet  t , 
Schaffner 

it 

12 

1 

Pt.  Dalhousie,Ont . 

Al.  Smith 

throughout  month 

1-4 

Lewi ston 

KLabundes 

it 

12 

1 

Waverly  Beach, Ont. 

Axtells,  Woldman 

2 

15 

4 

Erie  Beach, Ont. 

Coggeshall 

it 

15 

2 

ii  n  ii 

Axt  ell 

it 

18 

1 

ii  it  ii 

Bchaffner,N  at han  et  al 

ii 

20  5  22 

1 

ii  it  ii 

Axt  oil 

it 

29 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

Roger son 

Axt  ell 

n 

29,50 

2 

Erie  Beach, Ont. 

Wood  Th.ru eh 

ii 

8 

1 

Rose  Hi 11, Ont. 

Fi  sk 

it 

14 

2 

Emery  Pk„ 

Rosche 

ii 

26L 

1 

T^rorn  Thicket 

ii 

Hermit  Thrush 

ii 

2  OF 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

Roger  son. 

Cray-ch.  Thrush 

n 

4F 

1 

Delaware  Pk. 

Mitchell 

it 

12 

2 

Can,  shore  L.  Erie 

Axtells,  Woldman 

ii 

15 

1 

Erie  Beach, Ont. 

•‘•'•xt  ell 

ii 

19,21 

1 

20  Berkley  Pl.,Bflo. 

Fi  sk 

ii 

20 

5 

Erie  Beach, Ont. 

Axt  ell 

ii 

25 

1 

ii  ii  it 

Axt ell,  Co gge shall s 

ii 

24 

5 

ii  ii  •  ii 

Axt ell 

it 

24 

1 

Rose  Hill, Ont , 

Fisk 

(Stunned  flying 

into  window — released  in  Delaware  Pk.  on  25th — 

Fi  sk) 

n 

25 

1 

Delaware  Pk. 

Schaffner,  Nathan 

ii 

27 

5 

Erie  Beach, Ont. 

Axt  ell 

n 

29 

1 

Hamburg 

Avery 

n 

29 

1 

Buckhorn  Is.St.Pk, 

Coggeshalls 

♦i 

50 

1 

Erie  Beach, Ont. 

Axt ell 

Veory 

n 

4 

5 

Erie  Beach, Morgan  Pt 

.,  Ont.  Emersons, 

Nathan , Schaffner 

it 

6 

1 

Buffalo 

(82) 

Mitchell 

•t 


•/ 


4 


Bl.-gr*  Gnat cat cher 

Sept 

.  5 

1 

Morgan  Pt.,0nt. 

Axtells,Nathan,Kivet t , 

'  Schaffner 

u 

11L 

4 

Can. shore  L.  Erie 

Rice,  Co gge shall 

Golden-cr.  Kinglet 

It 

18F 

3 

Erie  Beach, Ont, 

Schaf fner , Nathan , 

Brown stein 

Ruby-er.  Kinglet 

II 

12F 

2 

Can. shore  L.  Erie 

Axt  ell s , Woldman , 

Schaffner 

II 

14 

3 

Emery  Pk0 

Rosche 

Pipit 

II 

2$F 

3 

Ransom  Rd. 

n 

Migrant  Shrike 

II 

13L 

1 

Rockhouse  Pt.,0nt. 

Axtell 

Yellow-thr.  Vireo 

II 

21 

1 

Lewi st  on 

Klabundes 

11 

2  3L 

1 

Delaware  Pk, 

Brockner 

Philadelphia  Vireo 

II 

4F 

1 

Forest  Lawn 

Mitchell 

II 

5 

1 

Erie  Beach, Ont. 

Rew ,  Ra  t  hb  un ,  Web  st  e  r 

11 

12 

1 

Can. shore  L.  Erie 

Axt ells,  Woldman 

11 

15 

2 

Erie  Beach, Ont. 

axtell 

II 

17 

9 

Well sville 

McMurt  rys 

II 

18 

3 

Erie  Beach, 

Rockhouse  Pt .  ,0nt . 

Schaffner, Nathan, 

Cogge shall, B  rown stein 

11 

19 

1 

Mud  Lake, Ont. 

Rosche 

11 

24 

1 

Erie  Beach, Ont. 

Ax  tell,  Cogge shall 

II 

2  9 , 30L 

1 

ti  ii  it 

Axtell 

Warbling  Vireo 

II 

18 

1 

Lowbanks,Ont . 

Co gge shall , Nathan, 

Schaf f no r , Brown  st  ei n 

ft 

25L 

1 

Wave rly  Boa ch , Ont . 

Axt ells 

Tennessee  Warbler 

11 

IF 

1 

Lewi  ston 

Klabundes 

0  ran  ge  -  c  r  •  Wa  rb  1  e  r 

11 

22F 

1 

Erie  Beach, Ont  . 

Axtell  • 

It 

25 

3 

n  it  ti 

Axt ell s, Na t han , Schaf fner 

II 

26 

3' 

Cresent  Beach , Ont . 

Schaf fner, Nathan, Filor 

It 

27,29 

1,2 

Erie  Beach, Ont. 

Axtell 

• 

II 

28 

3 

Wave rly  Beach, Ont, 

Co gge shells 

II 

30 

1 

Erie  Beach, Ont. 

Axtell  • 

Na sh vi 1 1 e  Warb lor 

11 

25 

120 (est.)  Can. shore  L.  Erie 

Axt el Is, Nat han , 

Schaffner 

Parula  Warbler 

II 

4F 

1 

Forest  Lawn 

Mitchell 

11 

27 

1 

Erie  Beach, Ont. 

Axtell 

It 

30 

1 

Gaine sville 

E.V.  Smith 

Yellow  Warbler 

11 

11 

1 

Ft.  Erie, Ont. 

Axt  ells 

11 

l8L 

1 

Pt.  Colborne,Ont . 

Co  gge  shall , Nat  han, 

• 

Schaffner, Brownstein 

Cape  May  Warbler 

II 

4 

20,5 

Morgan  Pt . ,  other 

Emersons,  Nathan, 

points  Can. shore  L. 

Erie  Schaffner 

Bla  c  kbuiTL  *  Wa  rb  le  r 

11 

29 

1( collected)  Erie  Beach,0nt.  Axtell 

II 

30 

1 

Erie  Beach, Ont. 

n 

Black-poll  Warbler 

II 

4F 

1 

Can. shore  L.Erie 

Axtell 

II 

4F 

2 

Morgan  Pt . ,  Rockhouse  Emersons,  Nathan, 

Pt . , Ont . 

Schaffner,  et  al 

11 

4F 

2 

D  e lawa re  Pk . , F  or  e  s t 

Lawn  Mitchell 

Prairie  Warbler 

II 

12L 

1 

Morgan  Pt.,0nt. 

Axt  ell s, Woldman , 

Schaffner 

W.  Palm  Warbler 

II 

9F 

1 

Protection 

Rosche 

Oven-bird 

II 

30 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

Roger son 

II 

30 

1 

Hamburg 

Avery 

Conn,  Warbler 

II 

29L 

2(1 

collected ) 

Erie  Beach, Ont. 

Axtell 

11 

29 

1 

Buckhom  Is.St.Pk. 

Cogge shalls 

Mourning  Warbler 

II 

5F 

1 

Cresent  Beach, Ont. 

Axt ells, Nat han,  KL  vett , 

Schaffner 
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Vo urni ng  Na rb lo r  (caiU.) 


(This  is  inserted  as  vje  seldom  receive  early  Sept-  dates 
on  this  species  from  areas  other  than  the  known  breed¬ 
ing  areas  and  it  gives  us  a  definite  fall  movement  date. 
This  is  often  true  of  many  of  our  breeding  species,) 


Block-cap,  Warbler 

Sept ,  JO 

1 

Erie  Beach, Ont, 

Axtell 

Con.  ada  Wa  rb  le  r 

21,22  23 

1 

Lewi ston 

Klabundes 

11 

23 

4 

Delaware  Fk, 

Brocknor 

tt 

24 

1 

Erie  Beach, Ont, 

Art  ell ?  Coggc shall 

11 

26L 

1 

11  n  it 

Schaffner, Nathan  ,Filor 

Bobolink 

If 

9L 

2 

Protection 

Rocche 

Baltimore  Oriole 

It 

6 

1 

Rose  Hi  11, Out. 

Fisk 

II 

6 

1 

Buffalo 

Mitchell 

Grackle 

tt 

12  17,000 

Winger,  Ont . 

Axt ells, Schaffner 

(Counted  flying 

,  westward  towards  the  ftromness  Marsh  which 

is 

a  tremendous  roosting  are 

a  for  the  Icterids  and 

Swa 

Hows 

in  Fall,) 

Scarlet  Tanagor 

II 

28 

1 

Waverly  Beach, Ont, 

Coggeshalls 

II 

29 

1 

Buckhorn  Is0St*Pk. 

ii 

tt 

29 

1 

Rose  Hill, Ont. 

Fisk 

It 

30L 

1 

Lewist  on 

Klabundes 

Rose-br.  Grosbeak 

tt 

25 

1 

Jordan  Valley, Ont. 

A1  ;<Smith 

Indigo  Bunting 

It 

23 

1 

Nye  Rd*,Ont, 

Coggeshalls 

tt 

23 

2 

Erie  Beach, Ont, 

Schaffner, Nathan 

tt 

26 

2,1 

n  ti  11 

Niagara  Gorge 

Schaffner, Nat han , Fi 1 0 r 

tt 

30L 

1 

Erie  Beach' 

Axtell  • 

Slate-col,  Junco 

11 

23 

1 

Erie  Beach, Ont. 

Axt ells,  Coggeshalls 

It 

24 

1 

11  it  11 

Axtell,  Cogge shall 

tt 

23 

1 

Morgan  Pt.,Ont. 

Axt el Is, Nat han, 

Schaffner 

*Harri  s 1  s  Sparrow 

tt 

CO 

C\i 

1 

Forest  Lawn 

Nathan,  et  al 

tt 

29,30 

1 

82  Wood crest  Dr e (Kenmore)  Rn  thbun,  M.L. 

Emerson  et  al 

(These  constitute  our  2nd  and  3rd 

records  of  this  western 

species) 

Wh,-cr.  Sparrow 

tt 

24-30F 

2 

Niagara  Falls 

Roger son 

tt 

29 

1 

Erie  Beach, Ont, 

Axtell 

tt 

29 

1 

Buckhorn  Is.St.Pk, 

Coggeshalls 

Wh.-thr.  Sparrow 

tt 

12F 

3 

Can,  shore  L.  Erie 

Axt  ell s ,  W 0 1 dman 

tt 

13 

1 

Rookhouse  Pt . ,0nt . 

Axtell 

It 

13 

1 

Rose  Hill, Ont, 

Fi  sk 

Li  n co In  *  s  Spa  rrow 

tt 

12 

1 

Erie  Beach, Ont, 

Woldman  rep,  Axtell 

It 

21 

1 

Well svi lie 

McMurtrys 

Previously  recorded 

233 

Additions 

4 

Total  to  date 

259 

NOTES  ON  THE  RECORDS 

Many  of  the  date 

s  listed  above  are 

a  brio  rmal ,  C  ompar  e 

them  with  the  normal  dates 

of  arrival  and  departure 

of  birds 

in  the  Niagara  Frontier. 

The  following  normal 

dates  are  taken  from 

the 

list  prepared 

in  the  late  1940’s  1 

by  Beardslee  and  Mitchell 

for  the  use  of  the  St 

atisticians. 

Species 

Normal  Fall  Arrival  Date  1934  Fall  Arrival 

Common  Loon 

Oo  t.  8 

Sept,  18  Date 

Horned  Grebe 

..  9 

"  24 

Red-bkd.  Sandp. 
Yellow-b,  Flycatcher 
Gray-ch.  Thrush 

Sept.  23 

Atlg.  16 

Sept.  0 

"  18 

»'  4 

tt  4 

l 
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Specie s  Normal  Fall  1954  Fall  * 

Departure  Date  Departure  Date 


Least  Sandpiper 

»» 

20 

»»  27 

or 

later 

E.  Dowitcher 

Aug. 

25 

'»  13 

ICingbi  rd 

Sept 

.  14 

»  19 

Crested  Flycatcher 

11 

10 

»»  25 

or 

later 

Yellow-b „  Flycat che  r 

n 

16 

”  30 

it 

it 

Bank  Shallow 

n 

7 

»  25 

Cliff  Swallow 

11 

5 

"  24 

Purple  Martin 

n 

17 

»'  26 

or 

later 

Philadelphia  Vireo 

11 

23 

"  30 

Warbling  Vireo 

11 

15 

«  25 

Yellow  Warbler 

•1 

6 

”  18 

Blackburn.  Warbler 

11 

26 

"  30 

or 

later 

Bl.- capped  Warbler 

n 

24 

"  30 

11 

n 

Canada  Warbler 

it 

21 

**  26 

Indigo  Bunting 

11 

22 

H  30 

The  KLngbird  is  one  of  those  peculiar  species  which  arrives  and  departs  on 
certain  dates,  each  migration,  so  punctually  that  even  a  day  either  way  has  bearing 
on  its  migratory  status. 

Although  the  statisticians’  list  states  that  the  normal  fall  departure  date  of 
the  Crested  Flycatcher  is  Sept.  10,  The  Prothonotnry  seldom  lists  it  later  than 
Sept.  6.  The  late  dates  above,  which  are  supported  by  written  verification,  are 
unparalleled  for  our  area. 

I  will  attempt,  in  a  limited  manner,  to  give  a  composite  picture  of  general 
dates  af  fee  ting  the  Yellow-bellied  Flybatcher  and  to  show  the  importance  of  your 
consistent  reporting  in  determining  the  status  of  such  a  species.  An  early  August 
date  had  been  reported  but  did  not  have  evidence  necessary  to  support  it  for  publi¬ 
cation.  The  Handbook  of  the  Bi rd s  of  Eastern  North  Ameri ca  (Frank  M.  Chapman) 
p.  7-69  indicates  that  the  August  date  was  in  line  with  migration  data  recorded  in 
other  areas  of  eastern  North  America.  These  dates  range  from  as  oarly  as  July  28 
(in  non-breeding  areas)  to  a  parenthetical  date  of  Oc  t.  6,.  The  Statisticians’  list 
for  the  Niagara  Frontier  gives  the  normal  fall  arrival  and  departure  dates  as  Aug, 
16th  and  Sept.  l6th. 

Art  Schaffner 


OFFICERS,  COUNCIL  MEMBERS,  COMMITTEE  CHAIRMEN,  AND  DELEGATES 


The  following  officers  were  elected 
October  13: 

Honorary  President 
President 
Vice-President 
Treasurer 

Recording  Secretary 
Corre sp ondin  g  3o c  ret  ary 
Librarian 
Statisticians 

The  members  of  the  Council 

1952-1955 

Harold  Axtell 
Hi n st  on  Bro  c  kn  e  r 
Mrs,  J.  A.  Creighton 


at  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  B.O.S.  on 

-  -  James  Savage 

Mrs.  E.  C.  Ulrich 
Harold  Rice 
Frederidk  Vanderbles 
Mrs.  H.  L.  Rice 
Mrs.  M.  HA  Abrams 
Marie  Vfendling 
Harold  Axtell 
Bernard  Nathan 
of  office  are: 

1954-1957 

Mary  Louise  Emerson 
Harold  Mitchell 
Harold  Rice 


and  their  term 
1953-1956 
Mr.  J.  E.  Bacon 
Kathryn  Praemassing 
Edward  Uj.g^h 


\ 
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Mrs.  Ulrich  has  appointed  the  following  committee  chairmen  and  delegates: 


Program  Committee 
Membership  " 

Sanctuary  " 

Research  " 

Delegates  to  the  Federation  of  New 
Marie  Wendling. 


Harold  Rice,  Chairman 

—  Mrs.  W.  W.  Brockner,  Chairman 
Harold  Art  ell,  Chairman 

—  Bernard  Nathan,  Chairman 

York  State  Bird  Clubs  -  Winston  Brockner  and 


Delegate  to  the  Conservation  Forum  -  Mrs.  M.  W.  Dietrich 


HARRIS'S  SPARROW  -  I  MATURE 

Being  only  a  back  yard  birder  I  am  totally  unfamiliar  with  ornithological 
reports,  which  are  probably  very  concise.  But  this  didn't  happen  that  way. 

On  the  morning  of  the  29th  of  Sept,  1954  between  10  and  10:30  o'clock  my 
neighbor,  Fran  Rathbun ,  and  I  went  in  hot  pursuit  of  a  bird  that  we  wore  trying  to 
identify.  We  caught  up  with  it  two  houses  away  -  it  was  a  Myrtle  Warbler.  In 
leaving  the  yard  Fran  spotted  a  bird  feeding  in  the  grass  in  the  sunlight  beyond  the 
fence.  Up  went  the  binoculars.  It  was  a  sparrow,  but  it  certainly  was  different. 

He  was  sleek  and  streamlined,  he  had  obvious  wing  bars,  and  his  head  fascinated  me. 
The  top  of  his  head  looked  not  unlike  a  burdock  -  full  of  ever  so  many  tiny  polka 
dots,  and  ho  seemed  to  raise  it  like  a  crest.  Around,  his  neck  he  wore  a  dark 
necklace  with  dark  lines  not  unlike  chains.  At  this  point,  having  wings,  he 
departed. 

We  came  home  and  I  looked  at  the  Audubon  pictures  -  I  found  the  bird  and 
showed  it  to  Fran  -  Harris's  Sparrow,  immature.  Fran's  answer  -  "That  bird  doesn't 
come  here.”  Well,  there  wasn't  any  other  bird  in  the  book  that  looked  like  that 
bird,  so  at  noon  I  called  Mary  Louise  Emerson  and  asked  what  bird  could  look  like  a 
Harris's  Sparrow  and  not  be  one.  She  had  seen  one  the  day  before  in  Buffalo.  Did 
it  have  a  pink  bill  -  were  its  cheeks  rather  buffy  in  the  sunlight  -  wore  there  any 
markings  on  the  light  part  below  the  wings? 

I  could  only  talk  about  his  head  and  necklace.  At  4  o'clock  that  afternoon  he 
appeared  in  our  yard  (about  30  feet  away)  and  came  gracefully  toward  us  -  so  close 
the  binoculars  would  no  longer  focus.  His  bill  was  pink,  so  were  his  feet,  and  his 
cheeks  were  golden  in  the  sunlight.  Then  he  saw  us,  and  up  went  his  burdocky  crest. 

Sept,  30th  -  wo  saw  him  first  in  the  bird  bath  under  the  birches  at  about 
10:30  A.M.  He  fed  in  the  two  yards  all  day. 

Oct.  1st  -  he  was  around  feeding  all  day  and  it  was  obvious  that  the  House 
Sparrows  didn't  bother  him  much.  If  they  objected  at  all,  he  handled  himself  with 
grace  and  dignity  as  he  quickly  stepped  to  right  or  left. 

Oct,  2nd  -  he  was  feeding  at  6:00  A.M.  outside  the  bedroom  window  where  I  had 
scattered  seed  on  the  ground  the  night  before.  That  day  he  went  in  Fran's  feeder 
many  times.  (The  only  feeder  we  saw  him  in).  He  fed  until  dark  and  we  thought  he 
was  stoking  his  little  furnace  for  his  long  journey, 

Oct.  3rd  -  His  Royal  Highness  was  still  here  and  stayed  around  until  about 
3:  30  P.M. 

Oct.  4th  -  our  little  gentlen&n  was  still  giving  us  the  pleasure  of  watching 
him  -  and  at  2  p.m.  I  hunched  in  a  hurriedly  made  blind  and  we  concentrated  feed  at 
that  point  -  hoping  to  get  a  picture  of  him.  He  was  last  seen  by  the  light  of  a 
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flash  bulb  at  6  p,m.  I  shall  always  feel  that  I  f&ightoned  him  away. 

What  greater  pleasure  than  feeding  feathered  friends  in  one»s  own  back  yard  and 
having  such  rich  rewards  I 

Lou  Houck 
78  Woodcrest  Rd. 

Kenmore,  N.Y. 


NEW  MEMBERS 


The  Society  welcomes  the  following  new  members: 

Mr.  &  Mrs,  Robert  D.  Coggoshall,  53  Linda  Drive,  Buffalo  25,  New  York 
Jacqueline  M,  Stains,  3051  Delaware  Avenue,  Kenmore  17,  New  York 
John  K.  McCormick,  Marine  Trust  Building,  Buffalo  3,  New  York 
Mr*  and  Mrs.  Hans  G-ros,  8l  Shirley  Avenue,  Buffalo  15,  New  York 


CANADIAN  SHORE  OF  LAKE  ERIE  FIELD  TRIP  -  SEPTEMBER  19,  1954 

High  winds  and  rein  squalls  kept  the  number  of  birds  observed  to  fifty- six 
species,  including  eight  of  shorebirds.  In  the  early  afternoon  change  of  wind 
direction  and  clearing  weather  brought  a  small  flight  of  hawks,  including  Sharp- 
shinned,  Rod-tailed,  and  Marsh  hawks  and  an  Osprey, 

Along  the  feeder  canal  from  Dunville  to  Mud  Lake,  we  saw  a  Sharp- shinned  Hawk 
make  a  strike  into  a  flock  of  swallows.  Later  and  about  a  half  mile  farther  along, 
we  came  up  to  a  flying  Sharp-shin  with  something  in  its  talons.  With  depressed  tail 
and  fast  beating  cupped  wings,  the  bird  kept  altitude  by  facing  into  the  fresh  west 
wind.  Repeatedly  the  bird  thrust  its  bill  downwards  to  feed  on  the  prey  in  its 
talons  -  likely  a  luckless  swallow  of  the  above  foray. 

During  the  day,  the  perching  birds  kept  in  concealment  in  the  brush  of  the 
foncerows.  In  the  fields  around  Rockhouse  Point,  the  numerous  Savannah  and  Vesper 
Sparrows  gave-)  evidence  of  migration.  Mud  Lake  did  not  give  the  usual  quota  of 
birds,  evidently  because  of  the  pre-season  activities  of  local  gunners,  who  had 
cleared  areas  in  the  cattails  preparatory  to  erecting  blinds# 

Mrs.  E,  C.  Ulrich 


PROGRAM  -  MEETINGS 

Regular  meetings  are  in  the  Humboldt  Room  of  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  at  8:00 
P.M.  on  Wednesdays. 

Dec.  8  -  Plans  for  Christmas  Bird  Count  -  Leader:  Fred  Hall,  Report  of  the 

Federation  of  New  York  State  Bird  Clubs  Meeting  -  delegates:  Winston 
Brockner,  Harold  Mitchell,  Mrs.  E.  C.  Ulrich.  Preview  discussion  of  the 
Western  New  York  Checklist  -  Bernard  Nathan. 

PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 


The  following  field  trips  are  on  Sundays.  Winter  field  trips  may  be  cancelled  at 
the  discretion  of  the  leader  bee  ause  of  treacherous  driving  or  poor  visibility. 

Nov.  14  -  Niagara  County.  Leader:  Mrs.  H.II.  Art  ell.  Meet  at  University  Plaza  at 
7:30  A.M. 

Dec.  12  -  Niagara  Loop.  Leader:  Mary  Louise  Emerson  (LI.  0067)*  Meet  at  the  Peace 
Bridge  at  7:30  A.M. 
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Dec,  19  ~  Ferry  St.  and  Grand  Island.  Leader:  Irwin  Woldman  (DE.  8390).  Meet  on 
Niagara  Street  at  Ferry  Street  at  8:00  A.M. 

Dec.  26  -  Christmas  Bird  Count.  Leader:  Fred  Hall,  243  Dalton  Drive,  Kenmore  23, 
New  York  (171.  0916),  Meet  at  Delqua  Restaurant,  3^80  Delaware  Avenue 
about  4:30  P.M.  for  supper  and  discussion  of  the  day’s  count. 


OUR  FRIENDLY  CARDINAL 

On  Nov,  24  wo  had  an  unusual  experience  with  a  dardinal.  John  Edward  was 
carrying  out  a  basket  of  trash  to  dump  when  he  saw  a  beautiful  male  Cardinal  sitting 
on  top  of  one  of  my  bird  traps.  His  errand  took  him  right  past  the  trap.  Each 
moment  he  expected  the  bird  to  fly  but  since  it  didn’t,  my  husband  picked  it  up  in 
his  hand.  Careful  examination  showed  no  injury  so  I  banded  him  and  let  him  fly 
away.  Often  he  was  back  at  the  feeder.  Then  one  day  ho  was  in  the  garage.  When  a 
neighbor  came  to  seo  me,  she  told  me  about  him.  He  was  at  the  back  windows  which 
were  closed,  I  went  to  open  a  window  but  could  not  get  it  open  easily  so  thought 
I  Weald  take  him  in  my  hand  and  lot  him  out  the  door.  However  he  flew  over  on  my 
shoulder  and  sat  there,  I  thought  ho  would  let  me  take  him  from  there  in  my  hand, 
but  with  all  the  excitement  of  the  neighbors  and  the  dog  and  my  surprise  at  his 
nearness  to  mo,  I  did  not  catch  him.  He  simply  flew  over  to  another  perch  in  the 
garage  and  waited  for  me  to  open  the  window.  We  see  him  nearly  every  day.  We 
wonder  if  he  will  live  with  us  for  many  years! 

Mrs.  John  E.  Bacon 


AGGRESSIVENESS  OF  HERRING  GULLS 


During  my  various  field  trips  I  have  observed  Herring  Gulls  chasing  various 
species  of  birds.  Perhaps  you  can  add  to  my  list.  It  is  as  follows: 

Grand  Island,  N.Y.  -  A  single  Herring  Gull  chased  a  Great  Blue  Heron  across  the 

Niagara  River  until  the  heron  reached  land. 

Stromness,  Ont ,  -  Herring  Gulls  chased  an  immature  Bald  Eagle  while  they  were 

above  the  oagle  but  scattered  when  the  eagle  flew  above  them. 
Harold  Rice  reported  this  observation  in  the  3'uly  1933 
Prothonotary. 

Montauk  Point,  N.Y.  -  Herring  Gulls  chased  a  Short-eared  Owl  until  it  landed  in  a 

marsh. 


Bernard  Nathan 


FEEDING  HABITS  OF  BONAPARTE’S  GULLS  AT  FORT  ERIE,  ONT . 

The  Bonaparte’s  Gulls  that  Congregate  just  north  of  the  International  Bridge 
at  Fort  Erie,  Ont.  after  the  caddis  flies  disappear  fish  differently  than  the 
other  gulls.  When  they  drop  down  for' a  fish,  they  go  completely  under  water  for 
their  prey.  Usually,  when  gulls  fish,  they  do  not  go  completely  under  water,  but 
that  rule  does  not  apply  to  the  Bonaparte’s  Gulls  at  Fort  Erie. 

Bernard  Nathan 


Please  mail  your  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  third  day  of  the 
following  month  to  Art  Schaffner,  170  Laurel  Street,  Buffalo  8,  New  York 

EDITOR:  Ray  McCann,  39  Anderson  Place,  Buffalo  22,  New  York 

TREASURER:  Frederick  Vandorbles,  3&2  North  Harlem  Road,  Snyder  21,  New  York 
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Published  Monthly  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society,  Inc. 


Buffalo,  New  York 


THE  MONTH 


October,  1954,  was  a  month  of  many  unusual  events  in  the  local  bird  world,  in 
fact,  as  ornithologists  we  feel  overwhelmed.  Science,  through  its  agents,  namely 
scientists,  is  expected  to  record  unusual  events  as  thoroughly  and  reliably  as 
scientific  method  can  encourage;  and  secondly,  still  by  scientific  methods,  to  find 
how  these  recorded  events  are  related  to  natural  laws  of  cause  and  effect.  Since  the 
branch  of  science  that  deals  with  birds  is  called  ornithology,  then,  as  is  implied 
by  our  name,  we  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  have  accepted  the  responsibil¬ 
ity  of  adding  to  the  recorded  scientific  knowledge  of  the  birds  of  our  area  in  these 
ways.  We  believe  we  do  fairly  well  in  the  discovery  and  scientific  recording  of 
simple  data,  and  in  this  we  are  trying  to  improve..  This  has  usually  been  taken  to 
be  the  major  contribution  to  be  expected  from  the  amateur  ornithologist,  though  he  is 
frequently  urged  to  go  further.  Our  Society  grants  a  special  opportunity  to  go 
further,  to  the  member  who  is  chosen  to  write  THE  MONTH*  Armed  with  the  official 
U.S.  Weather  Bureau  Report  for  Buffalo  and  with  all  the  local  bird  reports  of  the 
month,  he  has  perhaps  the  best  opportunity  of  any  of  our  members  to  postulate  causes 
for  some  of  the  reported  events — to  contribute  something  for  the  Society  to  the 
second  requirement  of  science,  stated  above. 

This  October’s  many  unusual  records  offer  many  fascinating  challenges  to  try  to 
suggest,  toward  this  end,  reasonably  probably  causes  for  their  occurrence.  For  a 
few  we  can  offer  partial  explanation;  for  most,  however,  we  must  pass  the  question 
along  to  someone  with  more  information.  Here  are  some  odds  and  ends  in  both  these 
categories.  October  1st  produced  one  of  the  four  biggest  waves  of  small  tree-and- 
thicket  birds  of  the  fall  migration;  the  three  biggest  September  waves  all  occurred 
during  unusually  low  temperatures;  but,  contrarily,  October  1st  was  one  of  the 
warmest  days  this  fall.  Perhaps  never  again  will  a  Dickcissel  and  a  Harris’s 
Sparrow  be  seen  near  Buffalo  at  the  same  feeding  station  on  the  same  day.  How  would 
1  or  2  White-eyed  Vireos  happen  to  be  here  about  a  month  later  than  any  previous 
date?  (Mitchell  saw  a  bird  in  Delaware  Park  on  October  9 — four  days  after  the  other 
was  collected — that  was  almost,  but  not  quite,  certainly  this  species.)  Since  the 
average  temperature  for  the  month  was  2.7  degrees  above  normal,  we  are  not  surprised 
that  many  species  remained  with  us  longer  than  usual  before  going  south  (refer  to  the 
report  of  the  October  Bird  Count  as  well  as  to  the  Noteworthy  Records),  It  was  the 
wettest  October  on  record  and  fourth  wettest  of  any  month,  with  9.15  inches  of  rain 
well  distributed  throughout  the  month;  this  might  explain  the  early  departure  of 
some  of  tha  mud-inhabiting  shorebirds  such  as  the  Pectoral  Sandpiper  as  the  result 
of  flooding  of  the  mud  flats  on  which  they  chiefly  depend  for  food, 
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The  officially- named  ’’Hurricane  Hazel”  though  essentially  an  ornithological 
disappointment,  none-the-less  had  minor  effects  on  the  local  bird  life.  Coming  upon 
us  Friday  night,  the  15th,  her  enfeebled  remnants  at  the  UT.S.  Weather  Bureau  Station 
at  the  Buffalo  airport  were  able  to  attain  to  a  5-minute  maximum  wind  velocity  of 
only  56  m.p.h.  and  a  "fastest  mile”  of  65  m.p.h.  Evidence  showed  it  to  be  stronger 
on  the  other  side  of  the  city  nearer  Lake  Erie,  where  reports  had  the  wind  above 
80  m.p.h.  About  5  inches  of  rain  fell  during  the  weekend.  None  of  the  hoped-for 
wind-b}.own  rarities  were  reported  except  at  the  eastern  end  of  our  area  where 
numbers  of  Laughing  Gulls  occurred  from  near  Rochester  eastward.  An  idea  of  the 
hurricane’s  effect  may  be  gained  from  the  Noteworthy  Records  by  noting  the  species 
end  numbers  of  birds  mentioned  for  the  17th.  On  that  day  one  party  listed  88 
species  of  birds  on  a  field  trip  around  the  Niagara  Loop.  Except  for  4  or  5  species— 
mostly  water  birds — recently  arrived  from  the  North,  the  list  in  both  species  ahd 
numbers  was  almost  exactly  what  one  would  expect  to  find  two  weeks  earlier,  around 
October  5  of  a  normal  year.  We  believe  that  many  of  these  species  had  departed  for 
the  South  several  or  many  days  previously;  it  appears  as  if  they  were  then  blown 
back  to  us  again.  (Also  see  the  article  elsewhere  in  this  issue  on  "Kinglets  and 
the  Hurricane.”) 

But  we  cannot  yet  relax  in  our  story  of  this  big  month.  This  year’s  repetition 
of  the  October,  1953,  discovery  of  migrating  Sharp-tailed  Sparrows  stopping  over  in 
the  big  marsh  near  Stromness,  Ont.,  interesting  though  it  is,  is  overshadowed  by 
several  major  movements  of  bird  species.  The  Yellow-billed  Cuckoo  irruption  at  the 
end  of  September  and  lasting  until  after  mid-October — around  two  weeks  or  more  past 
their  usual  departure  time — wets  without  parallel  in  our  records.  Usually  an 
uncommon  bird  in  the  fall,  it  is  often  not  reported  after  mid-September.  Even  the 
numbers  in  the  Noteworthy  Records  do  not  indicate  all  that  were  observed  this  fall, 

A  number  of  other  cuckoos  unidentified  to  species  were  probably  also  Yellow-billed, 
Observers  outside  our  territory  likewise  reported  these  birds  later  and  in  greater 
numbers  than  usual,  on  the  B.O.S. — B.A.S.  trip  to  Pymatuning,  unusual  numbers  of 
this  species  were  noted  at  Presque  Isle  near  Erie,  Pa.,  on  October  2;  one'  party 
reported  seeing  Yellow-billed  Cuckoos  during  a  short  time  at  mid-day.  Mrs. 

James  A.  Creighton  informs  us  that  the  most  notable  ornithological  phenomenon  during 
her  visit  to  south  central  Maine  this  year  was  the  largo  number  of  Yellow-billed 
Cuckoos  there  from  early  October  through  mid-October.  What  is  the  explanation  of 
this  great  concentration  of  numbers  at  the  northern  border  of  its  range  at  and 
immediately  after  the  normal  fall  departure  time  of  this  species?  Was  it  a  mass 
wrong-way  migration? 

Most  spectacular  of  all  was  the  Black-capped  Chickadee  flight,  especially  as 
observed  along  the  Lake  Ontario  shore  by  sane  of  the  Rochester  ornithologists.  Their 
sensational  observations  will  undoubtedly  be  described  in  The  Goshawk.  Although  our 
own  evidences  of  this  movement  were  less  dramatic,  many  of  our  observers  commented 
on  the  frequency  with  which  they  saw  Chickadees.  Those  birds  seemed  many  times  more 
frequent  in  the  parks  and  residential  areas  of  Buffalo  than  during  other  migrations 
of  this  species.  The  same  appeared  true  elsewhere  as  well.  For  example,  on  most 
of  my  trips  along  the  Canadian  shore  of  Lake  Erie  from  Buffalo  to  the  Grand  River, 
previous  to  this  f  all  I  have  listed  from  0  to  5  Chickadees.  Over  this  route  on 
October  28  of  this  year,  many  small  groups  of  from  1  to  6  were  seen,  with  a  total 
of  about  80.  They  were  in  many  kinds  of  habitats,  some  not  at  all  typical.  One 
small  group  flew  southward  across  an  extensive  open  field.  Another  group  of  3» 
accompanied  by  2  Juncos,  came  ac  ross  a  large  marsh  where  they  must  have  flown  over 
cattails  and  areas  of  open  water  for  a  half  mile  or  more.  They  were  flying  south¬ 
ward  just  skimming  above  the  tops  of  the  cattails.  At  the  Museum  I  received  more 
c  ills  describing  Chickadees  and  inquiring  as  to  their  identification  than  in  all 
the  previous  seven  years  I  have  been  there.  At  the  same  time  occurred  the  largest 
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influ®  of  White-b roasted  Nuthatches  in  at  least  seven  years,  though  their  numbers 
were  many  times  smaller  than  the  Chickadees.  Where  are  all  these  birds  coming  from, 
and  where  are  they  going,  and  why?  Will  they  go  back?  Or  are  they  just  emigrating, 
as  the  gray  squirrels  did  in  1935,  and  as  the  famous  Scandinavian  lemmings  period¬ 
ically  do,  never  to  return,  only  to  die  and  be  wasted?  One  is  tempted  to  ask, 

"What  * s  going  on  here,  anyhow?” 

Yet  this  is  not  all.  For  the  second  autumn  in  succession*  the  early  appearance 
of  G-ray  Shrikes  has  broken  all  previous  records,  and  we  are  now  experiencing  the 
most  truly  superlative  flight  of  these  interesting  birds  in  our  history.  Evening 
Grosbeaks  are  invading  us  in  their  first  major  visitation  since  the  winter  of  1951- 
1952.  Both  the  number  of  reports  and  the  number  of  individuals  per  report  were 
greater  this  October  than  for  the  same  month  three  years  ago.  Things  look  propi¬ 
tious  for  a  winter  of  good  birding  in  the  Niagara  Frontier. 

Harold  H.  Axtell 
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Gt.  Horned  Owl 

II 

9 

1 

Delaware  Pk. 

Mitchell 

Short-eared  Owl 

II 

9F 

1 

Oak  Orchard 

Rosche 

II 

23 

1 

Swormsville 

Coggo shall 

Night  hawk 

II 

3L 

1 

Niagara  Gorge 

Row ,  Ra  t  hbun ,  W  eb  st  e  r 

II 

3L 

2 

Pt  .Dalhousi e,0nt . 

Al.  Smith 

Chimney  Swift 

II 

3L 

2 

Pt .  Dalhousi e , Ont . 

it  11 

Ui. 

report  s  the 

Nighthawks  end  the  Swifts  were 

seen  about  dusk  and 

we: 

re  proceeding  in 

a  southerly  direction. 

They  came  over 

within  minutes  of 

each  other.) 

Hummingbird 

it 

1 

1 

82  ’hood crest  Blvd. 

Rathbun  rep.  Mitchell 

Kenmore 

it 

1 

1 

Derby 

Larkin  rep.  Mitchell 

ii 

3 

1 

Erie  Beach, Ont* 

Axtell 

Pi  lea  ted  Ndpkr. 

it 

17 

1 

Angola 

Feidner  rep. 

Beard slee 

Red-hd.  Wdpkr. 

ti 

31 

1 

near  Youngstown 

Rices,  Cogge shells 

Yellow-bell.  Sapsucker 

ti  19 

1 

Lookout  Point ,0nt . 

Selbys 

it 

24 

1 

Rockhouse  Pt ,  ,0nt. 

Schaffner 

Phoebe 

n 

12L 

1 

Can. shore  L.Erie 

Axtells 

Empidonax  Flycatcher  ” 

9 

1 

Delaware  Pk. 

Mitchell 

( species?) 

ii 

10 

1 

n  11 

Schaffner 

(This  bird  was  considerably  greener  than 

most  of  the 

Empidonaces, 

and  its  bill  was  noticeably  larger.) 

Rough -w.  Swallow 

ii 

17 

130 

Niagara  Falls 

Axt ells, Nathan, Fi lor 

Purple  Martin 

n 

9 

l 

Bird  Is. 

Schaffner 

Black-c.  Chickadee 

n 

9 

133 

Hamlin  Beach, St. Pk. 

Rosche 

Tufted  Titmouse 

ii 

17 

2 

Dafriest  Sanctuary, 

Y/ellsvi  lie 

McMurt  rys 

House  Wren 

n 

3 

1 

Erie  Bench, Ont, 

Axtell 

ii 

17L 

1 

Niagara  Loop 

Axt ells, Nathan, Filor 

Carolina  Wren 

♦i 

1 

2 

Erie  Beach, Ont, 

Axtell 

ii 

1-13,23 

i 

• — i 

CM 

2  Creek  Rd. .  Ext . , 

Lewi ston 

KLabundes 

ii 

12 

1 

Chautauqua  Lake 

Parker 

ii 

12,24 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

Roger son 

n 

30 

1 

N„Main  St  * ,Wellsville 

Chevault , McMurt rys 

Lon  g-b  1  .Ma  r sh  W re n 

n 

3 

1 

Erie  Beach, Ont, 

axtell 

n 

12 

2 

Can. shore  L.Erie 

Axt  oils 

ii 

17L 

3 

Niagara  Loop 

A  xt  ell s ,Nat han , Fi lo  r 

Short-b,  Marsh  Wren 

ii 

18 

2 

Tifft  Street 

P.  Greene 

ii 

31 L 

1 

Black  Creek, Ont. 

Nathan , Schaffner , 

Woldman 

(93) 


Catbird 

Oct 

.  13 

1 

Lewi  st  on 

KLabundes 

II 

17L 

1 

Niagara  Loop 

A  xtells, Nathan  ,Filor 

Hermit  Thrush 

11 

31 

1 

Lewi ston 

Klabundes 

Gray-ch.  Thrush 

tl 

3L 

1 

Erie  Beach, Out, 

Axt  ell 

Bluebird 

It 

28 

10 (heard  flying  over) 

St  romne  s  s  Mar sh , Ont . 

Axt ell, Schaf fner 

Ruby-cr,  Kinglet 

It 

23 

1 

Swormsville 

Cogge shall 

II 

26 

1 

Lewi ston 

Klabundes 

11 

28 

1 

Rockhouse  Pt,f0nt. 

Axt ell , Schaf f ner 

Pipit 

II 

2 

13 

near  Silver  Creek 

Mitchell  et  al 

11 

10-19 

130 

Gainesville 

E.V.  Smith 

II 

17 

3 

Niagara  Loop 

A xt  el 1 s , Nat han , F i lo  r 

♦1 

17 

11 

Bedell  Rd. 

Rices, Cogge shall s , 

W oldman 

II 

19 

13 

Grand  Is. 

Mitchell 

tl 

24 

1 

Stromnnss  Marsh, Ont. 

Nathan , Schaf fner, etal 

Gray  Shrike 

II 

12F 

1( collected) 

St romne ss  Marsh, Ont, 

Axt ells 

II 

23 

1 

Thorold ,0nt . 

Salisbury 

11 

23 

1 

East  River  Rd, 

Emerson  s , Nat han , 

Schaf fner 

tt 

24 

2,1 

Feeder  Canal, 

St  r omn ess  Mar  sh , Ont . 

Nathan, Schaf fner, etal 

II 

28 

1 

St romne ss  Marsh, Ont, 

A  xt  e  1 1 ,  S  ch  af  f  ne  r 

II 

28 

1 

Lookout  Point, Ont, 

Selbys 

White-eyed  Viroo 

*1 

1.5 

l(co.llected)  Erie  Beach: Ont . 

Axt  ell 

Solitary  Vireo 

tt 

17L 

1 

Squaw  Is, 

Schaffner 

Philadelphia  Vireo 

♦I 

1L 

2(1 

collected)  Erie  Beach, Ont 

.  Axt  ell 

Bl.  &  Wh  •  Warbler 

II 

4 

1 

Leivi  ston 

Klabundes 

Tennessee  Warbler 

11 

17L 

5 

Niagara  Loop 

Axt ells, Nathan, Fi lor 

Orange-cr.  Warbler 

It 

9 

1 

Park  School  Refuge 

Rew  ,W  eb  st  e  r ,  Fi  sk 

(Aud.  Soc.  Trip) 

II 

17 

1 

Squaw  Is, 

Schaffner 

11 

18L 

1 

N .Main  St . ,Wellsville 

Chevault ,McMurfcrys 

Nashville  Warbler 

11 

9 

2 

Delaware  Park 

Mitchell 

II 

9 

1 

Squaw  Is. 

Schaffner 

11 

17 

1 

Niagara  Loop 

A xtells, Nat han, Filor 

11 

17 

1 

Buckhorn  Is.St.Pk, 

Klabundes 

11 

17L 

1 

Beaver  Is.St.Pk. 

H.  Rice 

Ma  gn  o  1  i  a  W  a  rb  1  o  r 

It 

17L 

1 

Niagara  Loop 

Axt ells, Nathan, Filor 

Cape-May  Warbler 

11 

3 

8 

Tifft  Street 

Rew 

11 

17L 

4 

Niagara  Loop 

/.xtells, Nathan, Filor 

Bl.-thr.  Blue  Warbler” 

12L 

1 

Lewi  st  cn 

Klabundes 

Bl.-thr.  Green  Warbler 

”  16 

1 

Indian  Falls 

James 

II 

17L 

4 

Niagara  Loop 

Axt ells, Nathan, Filor 

II 

17L 

2 

Squaw  Is* 

Schaffner 

Blackburn  /Warbler 

II 

1 

3 

Erie  Beach, Ont. 

Axt ell 

tl 

2 

1 

Tifft  Street 

Rew 

II 

12L 

1 

Rockhouse  Pt.,0nt. 

Axt ells 

11 

12L 

1 

Wellsviile 

McMurtrys 

Ches  tnut-s.  Warbler 

11 

5L 

1 

Erie  Beach, Ont. 

Axt  el  Is 

Bay-br.  Warbler 

11 

1 

23 

Erie  Beach, Ont, 

Axt  ell 

11 

12 

l(c 

ollected) Rockhouse  Pt.,0nt 

.Axt el Is 

Bile  k-poll  Warbler 

II 

1 

90 

Erie  Beach, Ont, 

Axt  ell 

II 

9 

3 

Delaware  Pk. 

Mitchell 

II 

9 

1 

Bird  Is. 

Schaffner 

(9*) 


, 


M 


X 


*  I 


K 


\ 


M 


* 


J 


1< 


Black-poll  Warbler(can't . 


Oct 

.  12 

2 

Rockhouse  Pt .  Ont. 

Axtells 

n 

17 

2 

Squaw  Is. 

Schaff nor 

n 

17 

3 

Niagara  Loop 

Axtells, Nathan, Filor 

ii 

18l 

1 

Well svi lie 

McMurtrys 

W .  Palm  Warb  ler 

•i 

17 

7 

Beaver  Is.St.Pk. 

Rice 

ii 

17 

1 

Grand  Is. 

Cogge shall s,  Rices 

it 

17 

6 

Squaw  Is* 

Schaffner 

n 

17 

7 

Niagara  Loop 

Axtells ,  Nathan, Filor 

ii 

17 

3 

Lewiston 

KLabundes 

ii 

17 

1 

^llegany  St.  Pk. 

Tulinoff s 

ii 

24L 

2 

Stromness  Marsh, Ont. 

Nathan , Schaffner , et al 

Ov on-bird 

n 

1 

2 

Lewi ston 

KLabundes 

n 

1 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

Rogerson 

ii 

3L 

1 

Erie  Beach, Out. 

Axtell 

it 

3L 

1 

Hamburg 

Averys 

Conn.  Warbler 

it 

1 

l(collected)Erie  Beach, Ont. 

Axtell 

it 

3 

1 

Tifft  Street 

Rew 

Com.  Yellow  throat 

ii 

17L 

1 

Niagara  Loop 

Axtells, Nathan, Filor 

Bl.-c.  Warbler 

n 

1 

1( collected) Erie  Beach, Ont* 

Axtell 

Redstart 

ii 

3 

1 

Erie  Beach, Ont. 

Axtell 

Scarlet  Tanager 

n 

1L 

1( collected)  Erie  Beach r0nt. 

Axtell 

*Dickcissol 

n 

4 

1 

82  TwToodc  rest  Blvd.,Ken.  Rathbun 

*Evoning  G-rosbeak 

n 

21 

16 

Holland 

Mrs.  Lowe  rep. James 

ii 

23 

3 

Buckhorn  Is.St.Pk, 

Axtells, Rice 

n 

24 

4,13 

Stromness  Marsh, Ont. 

Nathan , Schaffner , et  al 

n 

28 

13 

Jamestown 

Stafford, Hiller  rep. 

Parker 

ii 

28 

30 

Jamestown 

Beal 

it 

31 

3 

Hamburg 

Stonit  sch,  Averys 

« 

31 

20 

Stannards  Corners 

McMurtrys 

n 

31 

6 (flying  over) Summer  &  Linwood, 

Buffalo 

Schaffner 

Pine  Siskin 

it 

24 

10 

Erie  Beadh,0nt. 

Nathan  , Schaffner,. 

etal 

E.  Towhee 

ii 

17 

1 

Niagara  Loop 

Axtells, Nathan, Filor 

n 

17 

1 

■Jell  svi  lie 

McMurtrys 

* Sharp-tailed  Sparrow” 

24 

2 

Stromness  Marsh, Ont. 

Nathan , Schaffner, eta  1 

Vesper  Sparrow 

ii 

2  8L 

1 

Rockhouse  Pt.,0nt. 

Schaffner,  Axtell 

Chipping  Sparrow 

ti 

28 

3 

Rockhouse  Pt , ,0nt . 

Schaf f ne  r 

it 

31 

1 

Black  Creek, Ont. 

Nathan , Schaffner , 

Woldman 

Field  Sparrow 

ii 

28 

2 

it  «  n 

Nathan, 

Karri s ’ s  Sparrow 

ii 

1-4L 

1 

82  Wo ode rest  Blvd.,Ken 

.  Houck, Rathbun  rep.- 

Mitchell 

Uhite-cr.  Sparrow 

ii 

2 

30 

nllegany  St.Pk, 

Tulinoff s 

it 

17 

20 

L.  Ontario  shore 

ii 

ii 

24L 

M 

Rockhouse  Pt . ,  Winger, 

Ont.  Nathan, 

Schaffner,  etal 

it 

24L 

l 

Batavia 

Pixley 

Fox  Sparrow 

ii 

8F 

l 

Lookout  Point, Ont. 

Selbys 

ii 

9 

l 

Delaware  Pk. 

Mitchell 

n 

17 

2 

Buckhorn  Is.St.Pk.- 

Cogge shall 

ii 

17 

1 

Niagara  Loop 

Axtells, Nathan, Filor 

it 

17 

1 

587  Ashland  Ave.,Bflo. 

M.L.  Emerson 

it 

24 

2 

Lowtoanks ,  Ont  . 

Nathan, -Schaffner  etal 

H 

23 

2 

Tifft  Street 

P.  Greene 

(95) 
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Lincoln’s  Sparrow 

Oct 

.  12L 

1,2 

Windmill  Pt .  Rd., 
Rockhouse  Pt. ,0nt  * 

Axtells 

Swamp  Sparrow 

n 

31 

2 

Black  Creek, Ont. 

Nathan, Schaffner, 
Wold man 

Lapland  Longspur 

tt 

17F 

1 

Niagara  Loop 

A  xtells<,  Nathan ,  Fi  lor 

n 

17F 

2 

Bedell  Rd. 

Rices,Cogge shall, 
Noldman 

•i 

19 

2 

Grand  Is. 

Mitchell 

Snow  B  unting 

u 

22F 

18 

Pt .  Abino,0nt . 

Kc  McCann,  Rew 

ii 

23 

1 

Buckhorn  Is.3t.Pk. 

Eastmans 

n 

24 

8 

Morgan  Pt.,0nt. 

Osgood 

Previously  recorded 
Additi ons 

Total  to  date 

n 

28 

259 

4 

2^5 

2 

Rockhouse  Pt.,0nt. 

Axt ell, Schaffner 

NOTES  ON  THE  RECORDS 

Man)?  of  the  dates  listed  above  are  abnormal 

.  Compare 

them  with  tho  normal 

dates  of  arrivals  and  departures  of  birds  in  the 

Niagara  Frontier.  The  following 

normal  dates  are  taken  from  the  list  prepared  in 

the  late 

1940’s  by  Beardslee  and 

Mitchell  for  the  use  of  the 

Stati sticians. 

Species 

Normal  Fall 

1934  Fall 

Arrival  Date 

Arrival  Date 

Old- squaw 

October  25 

October  19 

Gray  Shrike 

November  3 

•t  12 

The  Gray  Shrike  record 

for  Oct.  12  is  the  earliest  we 

know  of  for  the  Niagara 

Frontier. 

Species 

Normal  Fall 

1954  Fall 

Departure  Date 

Departure  Date 

Least  Sandpiper 

September  20 

October  5 

Black  Tern 

October  1 

”  17 

Hummingbird 

September  24 

"  3 

Rough-winged  Swallow 

October  11 

n  17 

Purple  Martin 

September  17 

"  9 

Short-billed  Marsh  Wren 

"  25 

n  51 

Bay-breasted  Warbler 

«  30 

11  12 

Western  Palm  Warbler 

October  13 

11  24 

Connecticut  Warbler 

September  24 

H  3 

Black-capped  Warbler 

it  24 

"  10 

The)  Short-billed  Marsh  Wren  records  for  October  18  and  31  are  the  latest  we 


know  of  for  the  Niagara  Frontier. 

Art  Schaffner 


FALL  BIRD  COUNT  -  OCTOBER  10 1  1934 

A  low  lying  blanket  of  mist  and  light  rain  over  the  Niagara  Frontier  area  on 
the  census  d'y,  October  10,  reduced  visibility  to  very  narrow  limits  and  excluded 
the  possibility  of  the  observation  of  any  water  fowl  which  may  have  rafted  on  the 
waters  of  this  area.  The  temperature  for  the  day  was  6l°  to  68°  Fahrenheit,  with 

(96) 


1* 


i 


1* 


o  .v; 


southwest  winds  of  3  to  2  3  miles  per  hour  and  relative  humidity  of  lOOfo. 

Nineteen  species  of  ducks  and  the  Canada  Goose  brought  the  total  for  this 
group  to  twenty,  shy,  only  by  six,  of  the  recorded  total  for  the  past  twenty  cen¬ 
suses.  Of  the  common  ones,  Golden-eye,  Buffle-head,  Old-squaw,  and  American  Mer¬ 
gansers  were  missing.  All  the  common  hawks  except  the  Sharp- shinned  are  on  the  list, 
but  they  are  few  in  number.  The  gallinaceous  birds  were  well  recorded,  and  only  the 
Coots  were  low  in  number,  We  had  average  numbers  of  shorebirds,  gulls,  and  terns. 
Owls  were  few  with  only  the  rarer  Barred  Owl  on  the  list.  Woodpeckers  were  well 
represented.  We  had  good  counts  in  the  perching  birds  except  the  warblers,  which 
are  always  spotty  and  difficult  at  this  time  of  year.  The  census  missed  the  northern 
ducks  and  gulls  but,  in  contrast,  included  a  Least  Flycatcher,  Tufted  Titmice, 
Carolina  Wrens,  and  a  high  number  of  sixty  Cardinals.  Bluebirds  were  shy  in  numbers. 
Two  hundred  seventeen  unidentified  birds,  mostly  warblers,  are  included  in  this 
count . 

The  census  observers  compiled  a  total  of  133  species  and  about  45,000  indivi¬ 
duals  under  the  very  adverse  conditions  of  the  wet  weather  and  poor  visibility. 

List  of  Territories 

A.  Canadian  Shore  of  Lake  Brie,  Fort  Erie  to  Port  Colborne  -  Mitch el 1,  P,  Greene 

B.  Port  Colborne,  Ont.  to  Rockhouse  Pt.  to  Mud  Lake  via  canal  feeder  -  Axtells. 

C.  Rockhouse  Pt .  to  Dunnville  Marsh,  Grand  River  and  inland  -  Nathan,  Braunberns. 

D.  Canadian  side  of  Niagara  River,  Fort  Erie  to  Niagara  Falls  and  inland  -  Rices. 

E.  Canadian  side  of  Niagara  River,  Niagara  Falls  to  Lake  Ontario,  west  to  Port 

Weller,  south,  inland  -  Ulrichs,  Vanderbles,  Salisbury,  Al.  Smith,  M.  Smith. 

F.  Grand  Island,  North  of  Whitehaven  Rd.  -  Windsor,  Faul,  Graham. 

G.  Grand  Island,  South  of  Whitehaven  Rd.  -  Cummiskeys,  Facklam. 

H.  -  Ameri'Oan.  side  of  Niagara  River,  Bird  Island  to  Niagara  Falls  -  Wolfling. 

I.  American  side  of  Niagara  River,  Niagara  Falls  to  Lake  Ontario,  east  to  Wilson  - 

Klabundes,  Tulinoffs. 

J.  Lake  Ontario  Shore,  Wilson  to  Pt.  Breeze  -  Klabundes,  Tulinoffs. 

K.  South  Park,  Buffalo  Harbor,  Tifft  St.  to  Ferry  St.  -  Beardslee 
KK.  Delaware  Park,  Forest  Lawn  Cemetery  -  Schaffner 

L.  Oak  Orchard  -  Rosche 

M.  South  Shore  of  Lake  Erie  from  Tifft  St.  to  Dunkirk  -  Brettles. 

N.  Dunkirk,  Fredonia,  Bear  Lake,  Cassadaga  Lakes  -  Stanleys,  Schober. 

O.  South  Dayton,  Kent  Switch,  Mud  Lakes,  Forestville  to  Cherry  Creek  -  Row. 

P.  Chautauqua  Lake,  Riverside  Marsh,  Stillwater  areas  -  Beal. 

Q.  Allegany  State  Park,  East  Randolph  areas  -  Eschelmans,  Thorpe. 

R.  East  Aurora,  Orchard  Park,  Emery  Park  -  Webster,  Wendlings. 

S.  Hamburg,  East  Eden,  and  area  South  -  Bacons,  Averys,  Stonitch. 

T.  Beaver  Meadow  Sanctuary,  Rushford  Lake?  Crystal  Lake  -  Turner. 

U.  Wollsville,  Cuba  Lake,  Shongo,  Boahga  Club  -  McMurtrys. 

X,  Batavia  vicinity,  including  Horseshoe  Lake,  LaGrange  Lake,  Lake  LeRoy,  Akron 

Lake,  County  Home  Forest  -  Pixley. 

Y,  Gainesville  and  vicinity  -  Mrs.  E.V.  Smith. 

Z,  Allegany  River,  Vandalia  to  Olean,  North  Cuba  Marsh  -  Eaton. 


Species 

No. 

Territory 

Species 

No. 

Territory 

Common  Loon 

3 

A  D  E 

,  Green  Heron 

2 

F  R 

Red-necked  Grebe 

2 

Y 

i  Bl.-cr.  Night  Heron 

3 

E  F  KK 

Horned  Grebe 

194 

!  American  B  it  tern 

1 

L 

Pied-b.  Grebe 

205 

!  Canada  Goose 

319 

L  P  X  Y 

Great  Blue  Heron 

27 

‘  Mallard 

473 

(97) 
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Species 

No. 

Territory 

Species 

N  o. 

Territory 

Black  Duck 

411 

Yellow-b.  Sapsucker 

11 

Pintail 

78 

L 

P  0, 

Hairy  Woodpecker 

24 

Green- W«  Teal 

82 

L 

P 

Downy  Woodpecker 

34 

Blua-w,  Teal 

28 

L 

P 

Phoebe 

20 

Americ  an  Widgeon 

303 

F 

L 

P  X 

Least  Flycatcher 

1 

K 

K 

Shoveller 

2 

L 

Prairie  Horned  Lark 

34 

Wood  Duck 

121 

Tree  Swallow 

1 

D 

Rod  Head 

11 

P 

Q 

Rough-w.  Swallow 

6 

D 

Ring-necked  Duck 

23 

F 

P 

X 

Blue  Jay 

138 

Canvas-back 

4 

P 

Crow 

810 

Greater  Scaup 

3 

E 

Black-c.  Chickadee 

1083 

Lesser  Scaup 

37 

N 

P  X 

Tufted  Titmouse 

9 

E 

N  P 

Whi t e-w .  Scoter 

1 

A 

White-br.  Nuthatch 

70 

Surf  Scoter 

4 

K 

Red-br.  Nuthatch 

20 

American  Scoter 

2 

C 

B  rown  Creeper 

43 

Ruddy  Duck 

6 

D 

E 

F 

House  Wren 

8 

Hooded  Merganser 

13 

F 

Winter  Wren 

10 

K 

L  N  0  X 

Red-br.  Merganser 

1 

A 

Carolina  Wren 

3 

A 

I  P 

Turkey  Vulture 

2 

L 

P 

Long-b.  Marsh  Wren 

13 

B 

CFG 

Coopor 1 s .Hawk 

2 

R 

Z 

Catbird 

28 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

3 

C 

F 

X 

Brown  Thrasher 

3 

KKN  X 

Red-shouldered  Hawk 

2 

R 

T 

Robin 

1822 

Marsh  Hawk 

17 

Hermit  Thrush 

33 

Sparrow  Hawk 

28 

Olive-b,  Thrush 

19 

Ruffed  Grouse 

4 

Q, 

X 

Z 

Bluebird 

38 

Pheasant 

60 

Golden-cr.  Kinglet 

341 

Wild  Turkey 

3 

0, 

Ruby-cr.  Kinglet 

311 

Virginia  Rail 

1 

S 

Pipit 

163 

R 

Y 

Sore 

3 

P 

Cedar  Waxwing 

163 

Florida  Gallinulo 

3 

F 

G 

P 

Starling 

13241 

Coot 

30 

F 

P 

Solitary  Vireo 

3 

B 

E  K  R  T 

Ringed  Plover 

2 

C 

N 

Red-eyed  Vireo 

3 

X 

L  Q, 

ILL  lid  e  or 

439 

Bl.-Wh.  Warbler 

2 

T 

Y 

Golden  Plover 

62 

F 

R 

Tennessee  Warbler 

3 

Q, 

X 

Black-bellied  Plover 

6 

lx 

C 

Otange-cr,  Warbler 

3 

KK  X 

Wilson’s  Snipe 

13 

E 

F 

P  s 

Nashville  Warb  ler 

3 

KKPX 

Greater  Yellow-logs 

3 

C 

Magnolia  Warbler 

7 

Pec  toral  Sandpiper 

6 

c 

P 

Cape  May  Warb  ler 

2 

I 

Q 

Rod-booked  Sandpiper 

20 

IX 

C 

B  l.-thr,  Bl.  Warbler 

1 

R 

Semi  pa lmat e d  San dp i p  ?r 

2 

ll 

C 

Myrtle  Warbler 

316 

Sanderling 

68 

A 

C 

Bl.-thr.  Gr.  Warbler 

10 

E 

N  0  Q, 

Northern  Phalarope 

1 

D 

B  lack-poll  Warbler 

23 

A 

C  E  K  X 

Gt.  Black  b.  Gull 

1 

E 

W.  Palm  Via rb ler 

14 

r 

iX 

B  C  K 

Herring  Gull 

1143 

Conn.  Warbler 

1 

Q 

Ring-b.  Gull 

4243 

Com.  Yellowthroat 

2 

K 

L 

Bonaparte’s  Gull 

823 

Bl. -capped  Warbler 

1 

K 

Forster ’ s  Tern 

1 

0 

Redstart 

3 

A 

N  Q, 

Common  Tern 

22 

D 

F 

G  K  M 

House  Sparrow 

2248 

Rock  Dov  e 

41 

E.  Meadowlark 

217 

Mourning  Dov  e 

193 

Red-w.  Blackbird 

3901 

# 

Yellow-b.  Cuckoo 

2 

C 

G 

Rusty  Blackbird 

219 

Barred  Owl 

1 

Z 

Crackle 

1589 

Belted  Kingfisher 

30 

Cowbird 

1393 

Flicker 

30 

Cardinal 

60 

Pi  1  eat  e d  VI ood pe  c  ke  r 

2 

U 

Purple  Finch 

61 

Red-headed  Woodpecker 

2 

E 

Goldfinch 

67? 

(98) 


Species 

No. 

Territory 

Eastern  Towhee 

20 

Savannah  Sparrow 

46 

Vesper  Sparrow 

48 

Slate-col.  Junco 

10  J9 

Chipping  Sparrow 

100 

Field  Sparrow 

89 

Wh,-cr.  Sparrow 

108 

Wh.-th.  Sparrow 

1271 

Lincoln’s  Sparrow 

3 

B  C  X 

Swamp  Sparrow 

40 

Song  Sparrow 

901 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  E.P.  Cummiskey,  Leaders 


KINGLETS  AND  THE  HURRICANE 


The  most  noticeable  ornithological  effec  t  of  "Hurricane  HazelW  that  came  to  my 
attention  was  what  it  apparently  did  to  the  kinglets.  On  October  17,  the  second  day 
after  the  hurricane,  a  trip  to  Niagara  Falls  and  back  across  the  river, then  through 
the  woods  at  Eric  Beach  produced  an  estimated  60  Ruby-crowned  and  150  Golden- 
crowned  Kinglets,  Over  this  route,  on  a  trip  primarily  for  water  birds,  this  is  a 
largo  number  of  kinglets.  At  Erie  Beach  the  Golden-crowns  were  flitting  about  in 
such  numbers  and  so  close  to  us  that  someone  suggested  we  had  better  keep  our 
mouths  closed  as  an  emergency  conservation  measure.  The  following  morning  on  a 
trip  part  way  across  the  city  I  was  again  impressed  with  the  unusual  frequency  of 
the  latter  species. 

But  large  and  generally  distributed  numbers  of  these  birds  wore  not  the  only 
apparent  effects  of  the  hurricane  upon  them.  During  the  ten-day  period  following 
the  storm  the  Buffalo  M  useurn  of  Science  received  ton  calls,  each  one  concerning  a 
different  Goldon-crowned  Kinglet  that  had  been  picked  up  in  a  helpless  condition. 

It  is  of  interest  that  in  more  than  seven  years  at  the  Museum  I  have  not  previously 
known  of  a  single  call  involving  a  kinglet.  During  the  same  ten  days  we  received 
not  over  3  or  4  similar  calls  about  other  kinds  of  birds.  The  first  few  phone 
calls  proceeded  about  as  follows:  "My  husband  picked  up  a  tiny,  round  little  bird 
in  front  of  the  house  and  brought  it  in.  I  put  it  in  a  Ccoge,  but  it  squeezed  out 
between  tho  bars  and  now  it’s  flying  about  in  the  house.  What’ll  I  do?"  There 
wore  minor  and  major  variations  from  this  theme,  of  course,  but  inquires  proved 
them  all  to  be  Golden-crowned  Kinglets,  After  a  few  days  the  reports  bore  a  less 
happy  tone.  They  still  concerned  individuals  of  this  same  species  that  had  per¬ 
mitted  someone  to  pick  them  up  alive.  In  each  instance,  however,  the  bird  was  now 
in  the  freezer  or  the  refrigerator,  and — did  the  Museum  want  tho  little  carcass? 

What  do  such  light-weight  pieces  of  fluff  and  life  do  during  a  night  of  gale  winds 
and  driving  rain?  In  the  world  of  nature  there  is  much  drama  that  few  eyes  see  and 
that  never  enters  the  minds  of  most  of  us.  But  exactly  what  were  these  kinglets 
doing  all  night,  October  15? 

Harold  H,  Axtell 


PROGRAM  -  MEETINGS 


Regular  meetings  are  in  the  Humboldt  Room  of  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  at 
8:00  P.M.  on  Wednesdays, 

Jan.  12  -  Moving  Picture  -  "Birds  of  Winter"andMBirds  of  Inland  Waterways". 

for  FJN.Y.S.B.C.^Nater  Bird  Census  -  Leader:  Clark  S.  Beardslee. 
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PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 


The  following  field  trips  are  on  Sundays.  Winter  field  trips  may  be  cancelled  at 
the  discretion  of  the  leader  because  of  treacherous  driving  or  poor  visibility. 

Gan*  9  -  Niagara  Loop  -  Leaders:  Mr.  &  Mrs*  E.  P.  Cummiskey  (VI.  3382).  Hamilton 
birders  are  invited.  Meet  at  the  foot  of  Ferry  St.  at  8:00  A.M.  or  at 
Fort  Erie  at  9:13  A.M. 

Jan.  16  -  F.N.Y.S.B.C.  Water  Bird  Census  -  Leader:  Clark  S.  Beardslee,  132  McKinley 
Ave.,  Kenmore  17,  N.Y.  (BE.  7707). 

Jan.  23  -  Emery  Park  and  Chestnut  Ridge  Park  -  Leader:  Mrs.  James  A.  Creighton 
(EM.  4111).  Meet  at  Niagara  Square  at  8:00  A.M.  or  at  Chestnut  Ridge 
Casino  at  9:00  A.M. 


CLIFF  SWALLOW 


May  I  tell  you  of  a  recent  birding  experience  in  another  area.  Each  year  I 
spend  several  weeks  with  my  son  in  Canton,  N.Y.  and  get  in  some  fine  birding  there 
in  St.  Lawrence  County.  Two  years  ago  I  found  a  few  nests  of  the  Cliff  Swallow, 
perhaps  ten,  in  a  half-mile  radius,  with  not  more  than  three  nests  on  one  barn.  At 
the  University  it  was  not  known  that  there  were  any  in  the  County.  Last  year  I 
went  over  the  area  again,  just  after  breeding  time,  but  found  no  usable  nests;  all 
I  found  were  crumbled  remains,  just  scattered  bits  of  clay  clinging  here  arid  there 
from  a  nesting  site.  It  appeared  clear  that  the  birds  had  fouijd  no  clay  which  was 
suitable  for  their  narvelous  jug-nests  and  that  the  nests  simply  would  not  hold 
together. 

This  summer  in  the  same  small  area,  I  found  what  seemed  to  me  a  most  remarkable 
proof  that  a  bird  can  adjust  to  adverse  circumstances.  Under  the  eaves  of  one 
barn,  I  found  one  nest  with  the  parents  feeding  half-grown  birds.  This  nest  was 
intact,  and  for  a  remarkable  reason.  About  a  foot  immediately  under  the  nest,  was 
a  window.  The  swallows  had  built  a  wide  support  on  the  lintel,  and  from  it  a 
narrower  column  arose  to  the  bottom  of  the  nest.  Instead  of  the  nest  supporting 
its  own  weight,  most  of  the  weight  was  borne  by  the  lintel.  You  will  know  that  I 
eagerly  await  my  visit  next  year  I 

If  only  I  might  have  got  a  pic  ture  of  this  remarkable  nestl  But  alas,  an 
adjacent  large  nest  of  hornets  suddenly  let  loose,  and  my  small  grandson  beat  a 
hasty  retreat  in  tears.  His  grandma  followed  also  in  tears,  for  the  attacking 
force  was  well  armed  and  trained J  Unfortunately  I  had  to  leave  the  next  day. 

Such  an  ability  to  improvise  a  needed  support  may  not  be  as  unusual  as  I 
think.  Yet  it  was  new  to  me  and  seemed  worthy  of  note. 

Mrs,  E.  V.  Smith 
Gainesville,  N.Y, 

October  31 »  1954, 

JUNIOR  STATISTICIAN 

Cyril  T.  No If ling  has  been  appointed  Junior  Statistician.  Please  help  him 
prepare  the  Noteworthy  Records  by  sending  him  your  records  for  each  month  not  later 
than  the  third  day  of  the  following  month.  Mail  them  to  Cyril  T,  Wolf ling,  Box  87 , 
Alden,  New  York. 

EDITOR:  Ray  McCann,  59  Anderson  Place,  Buffalo  22,  New  York 

TREASURER:  Frederick  Vanderbles,  362  North  Harlem  Road,  Snyder  21,  N.Y*  (100) 


Published  Monthly  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society,  Inc. 

Buffalo,  New  York 


THE  MONTH 


November  was  a  good  month  for  birders.  Temperature  was  1.8  degrees  above 
normal,  with  the  average  above  freezing  every  day.  There  were  about  the  normal 
number  of  rainy  days,  and  total  precipitation  was  about  normal.  At  Buffalo  less 
than  an  inch  of  snow  fell  during  the  month,  and  there  were  no  severe  storms.  Under 
such  conditions  even  the  shallow  waters  remained  open  so  that  surface-feeding  ducks 
and  some  shore  birds  postponed  their  southward  movement  until  beyond  the  usual  timej 
as  did  a  number  ol  land  birds.  It  was  the  multiple  invasion  by  northern  species > 
however,  that  created  the  greatest  stir  among  local  birders.  In  addition  to  the 
continuing  presence  of  those  species  mentioned  last  month  as  having  arrived  in 
October,  November  brought  Brown-capped  Chickadees,  Redpolls,  Pine  Siskins,  both 
Crossbills  and  a  major  flight  of  Pine  Grosbeaks.)  Rarely  if  ever  has  there  been  such 
a  diverse  array  of  the  irregular  northern  visitors  in  a  single  season.  As  a  glance 
through  the  localities  column  of  the  Noteworthy  Records  will  reveal,  the  Wilson 
cemetery  and  its  vicinity  provided  a  remarkable  assortment  of  irregular  northern  and 
southern  invaders  concentrated  in  this  one  spot.  Near  the  end  of  the  month  a 
Harlequin  Duck  was  seen  above  the  Canadian  falls.  It  is  hard  to  know  whether  to  be 
glad  or  sad  about  the  report  of  13  Red-headed  Woodpeckers  at  Ft.  George,  Ont . 
Certainly  we  are  glad  to  hoar  that  so  many  individuals  of  this  rapidly  decreasing 
species  are  still  with  us.  Years  ago,  however,  when  it  was  many,  many  times  more 
common  and  infinitely  more  generally  distributed  in  the  woodlots  of  New  York  State 
and  vicinity  than  it  is  now,  I  never  knew  of  such  numbers  as  this  in  any  one 
locality.  This  reported  concentration  suggests  an  increasingly  serious  depletion 
of  the  Red-hoaded  Woodpecker ’ s  required  habitat  in  this  part  of  its  range,  and  also 
a  continuing  failure  of  this  species  to  adapt  to  its  changing  environment. 

Harold  H.  Axtell 
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( K o teworthy  Records ) 


Red-necked  Grebe 

Nov 

.  7 

1 

Fort  Erie,  i’V. 

It 

27 

2 

Niagara  Gorge 

pied-billed  Grebe 

tt 

27 

7 

Buckhorn  Is.  Pk. 

Snow  Goose 

tt 

28F 

5 

Niagara  Falls 

Ga  dwell 

tt 

14 

2 

Buckhorn  Is.St.Pk. 

tt 

20 

2 

Cuba  Lake 

tt 

21 

2 

Buckhorn  Is.St.Pk. 

Pintail 

tt 

20 

1 

Forest  Lawn 

Green-w,  Teal 

tt 

27 

10 

Buckhorn  Is.St.Pk* 

tt 

28 

1 

tt  tt  tt  it 

Ring-necked  Duck 

It 

27 

2 

tt  tt  tt  tt 

Canvas-back 

tt 

7 

900 

Niagara  Loop 

tt 

28 

1000 

Niagara  River 

Buff le-head 

tt 

7 

420 

Candian  Shore  Pt * 
Abino 

Harlequin  Duck 

tt 

27F 

1 

Niagara  Falls  ,0nt . 

Whi t  e-w •  Scoter 

tt 

7 

18 

Niagara  Loop 

Surf  Scoter 

It 

7 

1 

Niagara  on  Idee, Ont 

tt 

20 

1 

Cresent  Beach 

American  Scoter 

tt 

7 

1 

Niagara  Gorge 

Ruddy  Duck 

tt 

28 

1 

Niagara  Gorge 

H  o  od  o  d  Me  r gan  s  e  r 

tt 

16 

2 

Allegany  St*Pk. 

Rough-leg*  Hawk 

tt 

13 

1 

Beaver  Is.St.Pk. 

tt 

14 

1 

Ransom  Rd . 

ft 

14 

2 

Lockport 

tt 

21 

3 

Lockport 

It 

27 

5 

Yates 

Ruffed  Grouse 

tt 

7 

1 

Point  4bino,0nt. 

Black-bell.  Plover 

tt 

2  8L 

1 

Mat he r  Park, Ont ♦ 

Ruddy  Turnstone 

tt 

7L 

1 

Waverly  Beach, Ont, 

‘^ood  cock 

tt 

7L 

1 

Abino  Hills, Ont . 

Baird’s  Sandpiper 

tt 

22 

1 

Jaeger  Rocks, Ont. 

It 

25L 

1 

tt  tt  tt 

Red-bkd.  Sandpiper 

tt 

27L 

l 

*t  it  tt 

Sander ling 

tt 

7L 

6 

Canadian  Shore 

*Red  Phalarope 

tt 

7 

1 

Niagara  Falls, Ont. 

Bonaparte’s  Gull 

tt 

7 

300 

Queen ston ,0nt . 

Common  Tern 

tt 

13L 

1 

Fort  Erie, Ont. 

Snowy  Owl 

tt 

7F 

1 

Black  Creek, Ont . 

Red-bellied  Woodpecker" 

4,29 

1,1 

Ca stile 

ft 

14 

1 

Wilson 

tt 

21 

1 

tt 

tt 

27 

1 

tt 

(102) 

Axtells,  Rew  et  al 
Axtells 

tt 

Woldman , Nathan, Schaf fner , 
Smi  th 

Axtells  et  al(B0S  Trip) 
McMurtry 

Bra  unbems,  Nathan, 
Schaffner,  Woldman 
Schaffner 
Axtells 

Woldman,  Nathan, 

Schaffner,  Mitchell 
Axtells 

tt 

Woldman , Nathan, Schaffner 

Rew,  et  al 

Axtells 

Axtells 

Braunberns , Nathan , 
Schaffner 
Mitchell 

Braunberns,  Nathan , 
Schaffner 

Woldman , Nathan , Schaffner 

Brockner 

G-ri  f  f  in  s ,  McCanns 

Axtells  et  al(B0S  Trip) 

Woldman 

Braunberns , Nathan, 
Schaffner,  Woldman 
Nathan, Co  gga  sha 11 s , 
Schaffner 
Rew  et  al 

Woldman ,Nat han , Schaf f ne  r 
Rew  et  al 
Rew  et  al 
Schaffner 

Sdhaffner,Filor, Nathan, 
Thorpe 
Axtells 
Rew  et  al 

Axtell ,  Smith, Braunberns, 
Schaf fner, Nathan 
Braunberns, Nathan , 
Schaffner 
Schaffner , Nathan 
Braunberns, Nat han, 
Schaffner 
Thompson 

Axtells  etal(B0S  Trip) 
Braunberns , Nathan , 

Schaf fner, Woldman 
Axtells, Nathan , 

Co gge sha 11, Schaf fner 


Red-headed  Woodpecker 

Nov, 

14 

1 

Youngstown 

Axtells  et  al  (BOS  Trip) 

h 

28 

15 

(Max) Fort  George, Ont 4  Schaffner, 

Northern  Horn  d  Lark 

n 

6 

5 

Grand  Is, 

Sali  sbury 
Schaffner, Nathan, 

*Br own- capped  Chickadee 

,  *' 

14 

1 

Wilson 

Brown  stein 

Axtells  etal  (BOS  Trip) 

it 

26 

1 

Chestnut  Ridge  Pk. 

Coggeshalls 

Tufted  Titmouse 

Daily 

2 

Wellsvi lie 

McMurtry 

it 

21 

2 

Wilson 

B  ra  unb  e  rn  s  ^Nathan , 

Carolina  Wren 

"Daily 

1 

Well svi lie 

Schaf fner ,Woldman, Rices 
Co gge shall 

Chenaults  rep,  McMurtry 

"Daily 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

Rogerson 

it 

7 

1 

Woodlawn 

Woldman 

it 

21 

1 

Wilson 

Bra  unb  e  m  s, Nathan , 

Hermit  Thrush 

it 

7L 

1 

Point  Abino,0nt. 

Schaffner,  Woldman 

Row  et  al 

Bluebird 

it 

27L 

2 

Wilson 

Axtells 

Pipit 

n 

6 

40 

Bedell  Rd. 

Schaffner,  Nathan , 

ti 

7L 

6 

11  ii 

Brown  st  ein 

Axtells 

it 

7L 

4 

Woodlawn 

Woldman 

Gray  Shrike 

it 

7 

1 

Abino  Hills,0nt, 

Rew  et  al 

it 

7 

1 

Dickerson ville 

Braunbe ms, Nathan , 

n 

14 

1 

Olcott 

Schaffner 

Axtells  et  al  (BOS  Trip) 

it 

18 

1 

East  Concord 

Brockner 

it 

21 

1 

Lockport 

Braunberns ,  Schaffner, 

it 

25 

2 

Windmill  Pt,,0nt* 

Nathan 

Schaf fner, Filor , Nathan  , 

it 

27 

10 

Wilson  Area 

Thorpe 

Nathan, Schaffner, 

it 

28 

1 

Grand  Island 

Co gge shall  et  al 

Mit  chell 

it 

28 

3 

Chippawa,Ont , 

Woldman, Nathan , 

Migrant  Shrike 

ti 

21 

l 

Lockport 

Schaffner, Sali sbury 
Braunberns, Nathan, 

Solitary  Viroo 

it 

7L 

2 

Victoria  Park,0nt. 

Schaffner,  Woldman 

ii  11  ii  ii 

Myrtle  Warbler 

it 

7 

1 

n  11  11 

11  11  n  ii 

it 

13 

5 

Alden 

Wolf  ling 

it 

28 

2 

Queen  st  on,0nt , 

Woldman ,N  athan , 

Red-w,  Blackbird 

it 

7 

700 

Niagara  Loop 

Schaffner , Sali sbury 
Axtells 

it 

7 

300 

Canadian  Shore 

Rew  et  al 

ii 

14 

150 

Grand  Island 

Brockners 

ii 

2 1L 

3 

Lockport 

Woldman 

Rusty  Blackbird 

n 

7L 

6 

Niagara  Loop 

Ax  tells 

Crackle 

ii 

7L 

12 

Canadian  shore 

Raw  et  al 

Cowbird 

n 

14 

200 

Grand  Island 

Brockners 

Evening  Grosbeak 

"  4 

ii 

,9,10 

20,12,1 
6  2 

Well svi lie 

Fluvanna 

McMurtry 

Parker 

•i 

6-8 

2 

Niagara  Falls 

Rogerson 

ii 

7 

1 

Hamburg  Cemetery 

Woldman 

ii 

7 

1 

Woodlawn 

11 
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Evening  Grosbeak(conft  )Nov 

.  7 

7 

Chippawa,  Ont. 

Braunbems ,  Nathan, 

tt 

7 

16 

Youngstown  Cem. 

Schaf fner 

11  11  ti 

it 

27 

1 

Wilson 

Art  ells 

Purple  Finch 

it 

14 

4 

Grand  Island 

Brockners 

*Pino  Grosbeak 

ti 

7F 

1 

Abino  Hills, Ont, 

Wolf ling,  Rew 

tt 

14 

1 

Wilson 

W oldman 

tt 

14 

1 

Youngstown  Cem. 

n 

it 

14 

4 

Wilson 

Axtells  et  al  (BOS  Trip) 

it 

15 

5 

U.B.  Campus 

V/  oldman 

it 

18 

1 

Vellsville 

McMurt  ry 

ii 

21 

8 

Wilson 

Braunbems, Nathan , 

it 

25 

4 

Morgan  Point, Ont. 

Schaf fner,  Woldman 
Filor,  Schaffner 

it 

27 

1 

Wilson 

Axtells , Nathan  ^ 

* Common  Redpoll 

it 

27 

2 

Nellsville 

Cogge shall,  Schaffner 
McMurt ry 

it 

14 

6 

Wilson 

Axtells  et  al  (BOS  Trip) 

it 

21 

1 

11 

Woldman , B  ra unb  e  m  s , 

it 

27 

100 

Yates 

Nathan 

Nat  ha n ,  Sc  haf  f  n  e  r , 

Pine  Si  skin 

it 

6 

10 

Fluvanna 

Cogge shall 

Parker 

it 

7 

4 

Hamburg  Com. 

Woldman 

ii 

15 

1 

Wei Is ville 

McMurt  r y 

it 

21 

5 

Chestnut  Ridge  Pk. 

Rew 

tt 

21 

5 

Wilson 

B  ra unb  e  m  s ,Nat  han , 

ti 

27 

15 

tt 

Schaffner,  W ol dm, an 
Axfeells 

Red  Crossbill 

tt 

7 

1 

Young st  own 

Braunbems,  Nat  han , 

White-winged  Crossbill 

ti 

7 

15 

11 

Scha  f  f  ne  r ,  Wol  dman 

tt  n  n  11 

H 

14 

6 

Wilson  &  Youngstown 

Axtells  et  al  (BOS  Trip) 

tt 

21 

4 

Wilson 

B  ra  unb  e  rn  s ,  Nat  ha n , 

tt 

27 

5 

ti 

Schaffner , Woldman 
Axtells 

Field  Sparrow 

It 

? 

2 

Woodlawn 

Woldman 

Whi  te-th .  Sparrow 

tt 

6 

1 

Tifft  St. 

Mitchell 

II 

7 

1 

Abino  Hills, Ont. 

Rew  et  al 

tt 

16-26 

1 

Buffalo 

Fi  sk 

Fox  Sparrow 

It 

6 

6 

Buckhorn  Is. St  .Pk. 

Schaf fner, Nat han  , 

II 

6 

1 

Tifft  St. 

B  rown stein 

Mitchell 

Lapland  Long spur 

11 

6 

4 

B  edell  Rd. 

Schaf fner,  Nat han , 

Snow  Bunti  ng 

tt 

6 

7 

Centennial  Pk, 

Brown  stein 

11  n  •  ii 

11 

25 

16 

Morgan  Point, ont. 

Schaffner, Filor ,Nat han  , 

Previously  recorded...., 

Additi  . . . 

Total  to  date 

265 

4 

267 

Thorpe 

Erratum 

Vol.  20,  No.  10,  Pg.  81  -  Stilt  Sandpiper  -  Jordan  Valley  should  read  Jordan  Valley, 

Ont. 
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(Noteworthy  Records,  (con it.) 


Addenda 


ft  Spotted  Sandpiper 

Oct. 

10 

1 

Chautauqua  Lake 

Beal 

Yellow-b.  Sapsucker 

u 

26 

1 

Wellsvi lie 

McMurt ry 

Gray  Shrike 

H 

28 

1 

Lookout  Pt.,0nt. 

Selbys 

if  The  Spotted  Sandpiper  record  for  the  Fall  B  ird  Count  on  Oct.  10  raises  the  total 
number  df  species  from  133  to  134 • 


FURTHER  NOTES  ON  THE  GRAY  SHRIKE 


The  Gray  Shrike  (Lanius  borealis  borealis),  also  called  the  Northern  Shrike, 
has  invaded  our  study  region  in  unprecedented  numbers  in  the  beginning  of  the  1934- 
*33  Winter  season.  An  unsurpassed  opportunity  for  field  study  had  been  afforded  us 
during  the  major  irruption  experienced  last  winter  (1933-,34)  of  this  prolific 
winter  visitor.  Another  irruption  in  a  consecutive  year  is  a  great  irregularity, 
unparalleled  as  far  as  I  know  in  recorded  ornithological  history.  So  again  we  have 
an  opportunity  to  study  the  habits  of  this  interesting  species. 

I  was  surprised  to  find  that  their  breeding  range,  which  includes  the  Hudscnian 
Zone  east  of  Hudson  Bay,  extended  locally  into  the  Canadian  Zone  as  far  south  as 
southern  Ontario.  Even  more  startling  was  the  fact  that  they  feroed  in  forests 
(Forbush).  This  in  part  may  explain  the  peculiar  behavior  of  an  individual  of  this 
species  we  observed  on  Nov.  23,  1934  at  Pt .  Abino,  Ontario.  The  bird  was  seen  by 
Filor,  Nathan,  Heather  Thorpe,  and  myself.  The  following  information  was  collected 
by  the  latter  two. 

From  my  notes: 

one  Gray  Shrike  found  hunting  in  a  small  woodlot  (trees  40-60  ft. 

in  height)  interspersed  with  brush,  tall  grass,  and  cattails - This, 

to  add  to  the  peculiarity,  was  located  behind  a  small  group  of  houses 

- Heather  and  I  saw  the  Shrike  slink  through  the  woods  and  catch  a 

fairly  large  rodent  of  the  vole  or  field  mouse  type - The  bird  dropped 

from  a  perch  fairly  close  to  the  trunk  of  a  large  tree  upon  its  prey, 
rather  than  in  direct  dive  as  is  usual  according  to  Forbush, 

The  great  adaptability  of  this  species  is  indicated  by  the  winter  visitation. 
Observations  of  their  fearlessness  in  the  vicinity  of  human  habitation  are  nor  new; 
Forbush  writes,  "In  pursuit  of  its  quarry  it  is  so  fearless  that  it  often  dashes 
against  windows  or  into  rooms  to  attack  caged  birds.  Shrikes  frequently  attack  small 
birds  at  feeding  stations  at  the  very  windows  of  houses  and  often  in  pursuit  of  their 
prey  enter  into  traps  of  birdbanders.  In  such  cases  they  are  so  fearless  that  they 
are  driven  away  with  difficulty." 

Shrikes  are  gene  rally  considered  to  perch  by  habit  in  the  top  of  a  tree,  on  a 
telephone  pole,  or  any  other  place  giving  a  wide  range  of  vision.  The  experience  on 
Nov;  23  shows  that  they  can  hunt  under  other  conditions.  Further  observation  may 
indicate  this  to  be  more  prevalent  than  we  would  believe. 

On  the  same  day  at  Morgan  Pt . ,  Ontario,  John  Filor  and  I  found  a  dead  Cardinal 
(Richmondena  cardinalis  cardinalis)  impaled  on  a  thorn.  We  wondered  whether  it  could 
bo  the  w0rk  of  a  Gray  Shrike,  Forbush  states,  "He  (Gray  Shrike)  attacks  birds  as 
large  as  himself  and  even  larger".  In  Bulletin  197,  Bent  lists  some  of  the  species 
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of  birds  seen  taken  by  the  Gray  Shrike.  Among  them  are  Snow  Bunting,  Mourning  Dove, 
Cardinal,  Downy  Woodpecker ,  Lorgopur,  Homed  Lark,  Hairy  Woodpecker,  Phoebe,  Robin, 
Fox  Sparrow,  and  Pino  Grusbeax.  Even  the  Blue  Jay  has  been  taken  by  the  Gray 
Shrike  according  to  Forbuoh.  Here  are  some  of  my  own  notes. 

4-4-54  An  immature  Gray  Shrike  was  studied  attempting  to  take  a  male  Red-winged 
Blackbird  (Agelaius  phoeniceus  phoeniceus)  near  Connecting  B  lvd.  and 
Military  Rd.  in  Niagara  Falls,  N  ew  York.  The  Axtells  and  I  watched 
it  make  several  strikes  at  the  intended  prey  much  after  the  manner  of 
a  raptor.  At  one  time  it  was  so  intent  on  pursuit  that  it  scrambled 
through  the  branches  of  the  small  Hawthorne  in  which  the  Red-wing  had 
jberched.  At  no  time  did  it  appear  to  be  playing  with  the  prey  as  a 
Figeon  Hawk  does  when  it  chases  a  Flicker. 

11-21-54  Near  Lockport,  New  York  a  Gray  Shrike  was  seen  to  take  a  vole,  which  was 
at  least  a  third  the  size  of  the  Shrike  itself.  Clutching  its  prey  with 
both  bill  and  claws  it  flew  off  without  too  much  difficulty.  This  was 
observed  by  Braunberns,  Nathan,  Woldman  and  myself. 

11-27-54  On  a  rather  raw  day  the  Coggeshalls,  Nathan,  and  I  watched  a  Downy 

Woodpecker  (Dryobates  pubescens  medianus)  barely  elude  capture  in  an  old 
orchard  near  Yates,  New  York*  After  this  harrowing  experience,  it  was 
some  time  before  the  Woodpecker  lowered  its  erected  crest. 

If  you  will  watch  carefully,  perhaps  you  will  also  witness  the  audacious, 
belligerent,  but  self-reliant  characteristics  of  this  species. 

Recently  the  discussion  has  risen  as  to  how  great  is  the  ratio  of  adults  to 
immatures  j  during  such  a  flight  as  we  are  experiencing  this  season.  On  Nov.  27,1954 
wo  counted  9  Gray  Shrikes,  8  of  which  were  between  Yates  and  Hartland,  New  York. 

Not  one  of  these  was  an  immature.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  percentage  of  immatures 
soen  last  winter  was  higher  than  the  percentage  so  far  this  winter.  We  now  have 
another  opportunity  to  work  on  this  problem,  As  far  as  I  could  find  there  is  no 
available  data  concerning  this  phase  of  these  irruptions* 

NOTE:  When  turning  in  your  records  ^preferably  on  check  list  form)  analize  the  ' 
numbers  of  Gray  Shrikes  as  to  adults  and  immatures  thus; 

Gray  Shrike- - -5  -  (4  adults-  1  immature) 

If  you  will  do  this,  it  will  greatly  help  in  drawing  a  fairly  accurate 
estimate  of  the  ratio  this  season. 

Source  Material 

3ent ,  A . C .  Bentos  Life  Histories  of  North  American  Wagtails,  Shrikes,  Vireos  and 
thei r  Allies  (U.S.  National  Museum  Bull,  197)  pp.  115-154 
Chapman,  Frank  M.  Handbook  of  Birds  of  Eastern  North  America  pp.  427-428 
Forbush  and  May  Natural  History  of  the  Birds  of  Eastern  and  Central  North 

America  pp.  398-397 

The  Prothonotary  Vol,  11,  No.  11  -  Vol.  20,  No.  2  (B  uffalo  Omith.  Soc.) 

Art  Schaffner 


Notification  of  any  member’s  change  of  address  or  telephone  number  would  be 
greatly  appreciated  by  the  Roster  Committee,  Kathryn  Praemassing,  87  Linden  Avenue, 
Buffalo  14,  New  York,  VI.  3289. 


TO  THE  MEMBERS  OF  THE  BUFFALO  ORNITHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY  ON  THEIR 

25th  ANNIVERSARY 


We,  Bob  and  Violet  Hermes,  send  all  our  geod  wishes  for  another  twenty-five 
happy  and  successful  years  for  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society* 

We,  whose  lives  have  been  so  full  because  of  your  encouragement  and  inspiration, 
hope  that  we  have  done  our  share  in  passing  on  to  others  some  of  the  richness  of 
this  inheritance. 

You  might  like  to  hear  about  some  of  the  things  we  have  been  doing.  Our 
September-October  tour  was  most  interesting  but  very  strenuous,  since  it  happened  in 
the  middle  of  our  moving  to  Florida,  Bob  gave  n0nce  Upon  an  Island"  at  the  annual 
three-day  convention  of  the  New  Jersey  Audubon  Society.  We  had  a  wonderful  timej 
saw  the  lone  Cattle  Egret  (incidentally  we  found  a  new  place  near  Balm  Beach  where  we 
saw  many)  and  had  a  fine  boat  ride  on  the  inland  waterway,  Alex  Sprunt  spoke  one 
night  and  Bob  the  next.  We  were  thrilled  at  the  audience  of  1000  giving  Bob  an 
ovation  at  the  end  of  the  film. 

We  were  in  Washington  twice  with  an  appointment  at  National  Geographic, 
Ehiladelphia,  many  places  in  New  Jersey,  and  on  to  New  York  City.  From  there  we 
visited  many  famous  private  schools — Choate,  Emma  Willard,  Williston  Academy  and 
St,  Paul’s,  New  Hampshire  was  beautiful  with  its  flaming  maples.  One  of  our 
lectures  took  place  there  in  the  Town  Hall  of  Schwanzey  Center,  a  quaint  New  England 
Meeting  House,  dating  from  around  1800,  Scarlet  maples  and  pines  formed  a  backdrop 
for  white- columned  buildings  and  colonial  homes,  I  spent  some  time  in  the  old 
graveyard,  so  peaceful  in  the  shadows  of  late  afternoon,  reading  the  dates  on  the 
tombstones  and  looking  for  birds* 

I  am  now  in  Florida  where  we  have  rented  a  lovely  new  home  in  an  avocado  grove 
outside  of  town  -  {just  the  place  to  do  a  picture  on  the  sea.  Our  landlord  is  a  sea 
captain.  Bob  has  been  in  Texas  f  or  a  month  and  has  added  some  new  birds  to  his 
life-list  from  around  the  Rio  Grande — Inca  Dove,  Mexican  Grebe,  Groove-billed  Ani , 
Couches  Flycatcher,  Road-runner,  and  Chachalaca.  In  Louisiana  he  had  dinner  with 
the  Lowrys  and  saw  their  fin.*  pictures  taken  in  Europe  of  the  International 
Ornithological  Congress,  showing  Peterson,  Fisher,  and  many  other  famous  people. 

After  a  lecture  for  the  St.  Louis  Zoological  Society  Bob  will  flyback  to  Miami  for 
a  few  days  at  Thanksgiving.  We  will  then  go  on  a  tour  by  car  from  Virginia  to 
Atlanta,  ending  just  before  Christmas.  During  that  week  we  $111  fly  to  Nassau  for 
three  or  four  days.  Bob  will  leave  New  Year’s  Eve  for  Denver  £nd  I  will  fly  to 
San  Francisco  to  meet  him  and  go  to  Hawaii.  In  Febr^rary  he  will  be  back  for 
lectures  in  Florida  and  perhaps  we  will  be  going  to  Bermuda,  It  sure  sounds 
fantastic  and  makes  my  head  swim  just  to  think  of  all  the  details*  It  i  s  fun  but 
also  plenty  of  work* 

We  miss  our  friends  very  much  and  feel  a  great  loss  ay  being  so  far  away.  We 
will  be  delighted  to  see  any  of  you  if  you  come  our  way.  We  are  about  28  miles 
south  of  Miami  near  Homestead  and  are  located  about  lg-  miles  from  U.S.  1  on  the  road 
you  take  for  the  Orchid  Jungle  (Epmore  Drive),  next  to  the  home  of  Capt  .  Victor 
Johnson,  whose  name  is  on  a  signboard  beside  his  driveway. 

With  kindest  regards.  Violet  Hermes  „  —  November  15,19M 

Route  1,  Box  406 
Epmore  Dri9o 
Homestead,  Florida 
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NEW  MEMBERS 


The  Society  welcomes  the  following  new  members:  j 

Dr.  &  Mrs,  Malcolm  Renfrew,  104  Saratoga  Rd.,  Snyder,  21;  New  York 

Mr.  John  Osgood,  188  Anderson  PI,,  Buffalo  22,  New  York 

Miss  Nellie  Karlak,  497  Parkhurst  Blvdi;  ICenmore  23,  New  York 

Mrs.  M.H.  Abrams  and  Frederick  Vanderbles  have  been  elected  Active  Members, 


NIAGARA  COUNTY  FIELD  TRIP 
SUNDAY,  NOVEMBER  14,  1934 

We  assembled  at  the  University  Plaza  in  high  spirits  in  spite  of  the  overcast 
sky  and  a  strong  northwest  wind.  We  all  felt  that  a  trip  along  L&ke  Ontario  would 
almost  surely  bring  rewards. 

Therewere  many  waterfowl  at  Buckhorn  Island  State  Park,  among  which  the 
a-adwalls  were  the  most  interesting.  After  a  coffee  stop  at  Vaughans  we  proceeded  t 
the  Youngstown  Cemetery  where  wo  saw  several  White-winged  Crossbills.  One  that  was 
leisurely  feeding  on  the  ground  paid  no  attention  to  the  many  spectators  within  a 
few  feet  of  it.  The  highlight  of  the  trip  was  our  stop  at  the  Wilson  Cemetery 
where  we  saw  a  Red-bellied  Woodpecker,  a  Brown-capped  Chickadee,  three  more  White¬ 
winged  Crossbills  and  six  Redpolls  while  looking  for  some  Pine  Grosbeaks,  The 
Pine  Grosb  eaks  finally  flew  over  while  we  were  eating  lunch,  A  few  minutes  later 
they  dropped  into  bushes  near  us  where  we  had  excellent  v  iews  of  two  adult  males, 
an  immature  male  and  a  female.  The  19  B.O.S.  members  on  the  trip  saw  34  species  of 
birds. 

Rachel  Axtell 


PROGRAM  -  MEETINGS 


Regular  meetings  are  in  the  Humboldt  Room  of  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  at  8:00 
P.M.  on  Wednesdays. 

January  26  -  Open  forum  on  bird  habits  -  Leader:  Arthur  Schaffner, 

February  9  -  Preview  of  Check  List  by  Bernard  Nathan.  Report  of  F.N.Y.S.B.C.  Water 

Bird  Count.  -  Leader:  Clark  S.  Beardslee, 

February  23-  Speaker  to  be  announced. 

March  9  -  Sanctuary  plans  and  discussion  by  Harold  Rice,  Museum  film  "Woodland 

Birds" • 

March  23  -  B  ook  Review  by  Lena  Turner.  Plan  Spring  Count  -  Leader:  Robert  D. 

Cogge shall . 


PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 


The  following  field  trips  are  on  Sundays,  Winter  field  trips  may  be  cancelled  at 
the  discretion  of  the  leader  because  of  treacherous  driving  or  poor  visibility, 
February  6  -  Allegany  St.  Pk.  Leaders:  Dr.  &  Mrs,  Carl  Sschelman,  (UN. 5091).  Meet 
at  6:30  A,M.  at  University  Plaza. 

Sat .-Sun. , Feb.  19,20  -  Tentative  plans  for  a  trip  to  Limberlost,  Ont.  Leader: 
Winston  VJ.  Brockner  (SU.  3896). 

February  20  -  Niagara  County.  Leader:  Walter  Klabunde  (Lewiston  6-2424).  Meet 
at  7:30  A.M.  at  Hertel  and  Delaware  Avenues. 
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March  6  -  Grand  Island  including  sanctuaries  -  Leader:  Marie  Wendling,  (PL.  6625). 
Meet  at  7:30  A.M.  at  Sheridan  and  Delaware. 

March  13  -  South  shore  of  Lake  Erie  and  Presque  Isle  -  Leader:  James  Brannbems, 
(FR.  2571).  Meet  at  7:00  A.M.  at  Buffalo  City  Hall* 

March  20  -  Canadian  shore  of  Lake  Erie  •*  Leader;  Bernard  Nathan  (GRi  0675)»  Meet 
at  7 :3b  A.M.  at  the  Peace  Bridge. 

March  2  7  -  Sinks  and  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  with  Canadian  Birders  -  Leader:  Harold  D. 

Mitchell  (VI.  2587).  Meet  at  University  Plaza  at  7:00  A.M.,  or  Rainbow 
Bridge,  Niagara  Falls  at  9:00  A.M. 


On  December  1st  I  saw  a  banded  Tree  Sparrow  at  the  feeding  station  but  I 
wasnft  able  to  trap  it  until  the  3rd.  It  is  my  first  "return"  1  I  had  banded  it 
on  April  4th  of  this  year,  and  it  "repeated”  on  April  8th.  I 9m  thrilled  to  have  it 
b  ack  with  us  for  the  winter,  I  hope, 

-  Mrs.  C.  W.  Avery,  Jr, 


EVENING  GROSBEAK 

Huber  Watson  at  Andover,  New  York  was  awake  between  12:30  and  2;00  A.M.  on 
November  10,  1934  and  hoard  a  large  flock  of  Evening  Grosbeaks  going  over.  One 
remained  in  his  yard  in  the  morning, 

—  Edna  MdMurtry 


This  species  has  also  been  observed  moving  during  the 
on  October  24,  1954, 


-  Art  Schaffner 


day  at 


Stromness  Marsh 


Please  mail  your  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  third  day  of 
the  following  month  to  Cyril  T.  Wolfling,  Box  87,  Alden,  New  York, 

EDITOR:  Ray  McCann,  59  Anderson  Place,  Buffalo  22,  New  York 

TREASURER:  Frederick  Vanderblos,  3&2  North  Harlem  Road,  Snyder  21,  New  York 
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Published  Monthly  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society,  Inc, 


Buffalo ,  New  York 


THE  MONTH 


December  was  cold,  a  fraction  of  a  decree  below  normal,  with  precipitation 
5.83  inches,  exactly  twice  the  normal  amount  4  Most  of  this  fell  as  intermittent 
snows.  The  ponds  and  marshes  were  more  completely  frozen  than  in  several  recent 
Decembers.  There  seems  to  be  little  or  nothing  unusual  in  the  bird  world  that 
could  be  attributed  to  this  month’s  local  weather  conditions.  The  two  Purple  Sand¬ 
pipers  near  Fort  Frio  deserve  special  mention.  Schaffner’s  700  Buffle-heads  are 
more  than  many  observers  away  from  Buffalo  see  in  a  lifetime  of  active  birding.  Our 
winter  numbers  of  Glaucous,  Iceland,  and  Kumlien’s  Gulls  and  the  unusual  opportun¬ 
ities  we  often  have  to  observe  and  study  them  are  the  envy  of  enthusiasts  from 
other  areas.  One  "queer"  gull,  observed  often  during  the  month,  tantalized  our 
experts  almost  beyond  endurance.  Its  name  is  on  all  of  their  lips,  but  on  none  of 
their  lists. 


1934-  was  an  unusually  good  year  for  rarities.  Nearly  every  field  enthusiast 
added  several  life  species  to  his  list  of  birds  of  the  BOS  study  area.  A  number  of 
observers,  without  trying  (not  very  hard,  anyhow),  ended  the  year  with  the  largest 
personal  lists  they  had  ever  made  in  the  territory,  a  few  having  250  or  more  "kinds". 
One  of  our  members  is  said  to  have  seen  more  than  260,  which  is  the  biggest  per¬ 
sonal  year’s  list  we  have  ever  heard  of  for  the  Niagara  Frontier. 

Harold  H.  Axtell 


NOTXJOHTEY  RECORDS 


Coirjuon  Looii 

Dec. 

11-19 

1-3 

Niagara  Gorge 

many  observers 

.Rod-necked  Grebe 

it 

3 

1 

Jaeger  Roc~s,  Out. 

Schaffner 

11 

11 

2 

Niagara  Gorge, Ont. 

A.xt  ells 

it 

31 

1 

ii  11  1* 

Schaffner,  Thorpe 

II  0  ii»  ed  Gi'^be 

•1 

11-31 

2-8 

Niagara  Loop 

many  observers 

D.-cr.  Cormorant 

11 

1? 

1 

Grand  Island 

Rices,  Co oge shall s 

V 


Gr.  Blue  Heron 


Due  • 

ti 
m 

it 
ti 

Bl.-cr.  Night  Heron  " 
Ga  dvuall  " 

m 

Pintail  ” 

American  Hi dgeon  " 

Redhead  ” 

H 

Canvas-back:  ” 

Lesser  Scaup  ” 

u 

Buffi e-head  " 

ii 

King  Eider  " 

Surf  Scoter  " 


1 

1 

Morgan  Point  f  Out . 

Sc^af  filer 

18 

1 

Dufferin  Is* f Out. 

Mitchell  ot  al 

19 

1 

Grand  Island 

Rices;  Coggeshalls 

23 

1 

Morton,  Orleans  Co. 

Pechuman 

31 

1 

Dufferin  Is.,0nt. 

Schaffner,  Thorpe 

23 

8 

Delaware  Park: 

Schaf fner 

3 

3 

Hamlin  Beach 

Brockner 

12 

1 

Niagara  Loop 

Emerson  etal  (BOS  Trip) 

3 

18 

Hamlin  Beach 

Brockner 

3 

10 

n  it 

ti 

11 

4 

Niagara  River 

Axtells 

12 

1 

Niagara  Loop, 

Emerson  etal  (BOS  Trip) 

18 

3300(max)  "  " 

Mitchell  et  al 

3 

130 

Crystal  Beach, Ont. 

Schaffner 

31 

1 

Fort  Erie, Ont. 

Schaffner,  Thorpe 

3 

700  est 

•  Can  .shore  L.  Erie 

Schaf fn er 

18 

40 

Niagara  Loop 

Mitchell  et  al 

18 

1 

Niagara  Loop 

ii  ii  n 

4 

1 

N i agara  Go  rge , On t . 

Smith,  Schaf  fner,  Nathan, 

Filor 


Ruddy  Duck 

it 

4 

1 

it  it  it 

it  n  ti  ii 

Ho od e  d  Merganser 

it 

4 

8 

Fort  Erie, Ont. 

ii  n  ii  it 

ii 

18 

1 

ii  n  it 

Mitchell  et  al 

ii 

31 

2 

it  n  n 

. 

Schaffner,  Thorpe 

Sharp- ah*  Hawk 

ii 

1-30 

1 

Lewi ston 

KLabunde 

Cooper *s  Hawk 

m” 

17 

1 

Wellsville 

McMurtry 

Coot 

n 

4-31 

1-3 

Ni a  ga ra  Go  rge , On t . 

many  observers 

it 

31 

1 

Outlet  Chaut ,  Lake 

Rasmussen  rep.  Barker 

Killdeer 

it 

3 

1 

Point  Abino,0nt. 

Schaffner 

Purple  Sandpiper 

it 

3 

2 

Fort  Erie, Ont. 

it 

it 

12 

1 

Jaeger  Rocks, Ont. 

Emerson  etal  (BOS  Trip) 

Glaucous  Gull 

it 

4 

2 

Niagara  Falls ,0nt. 

Smith, Schaf fner , Nathan , 
Filor 

n 

11 

1 

n  it  it 

Axtells, Rices,  Coggeshall 

it 

12 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

Emerson  etal  (BOS  Trip) 

n 

19 

2 

Niagara  Falls, Ont. 

Rices,  Coggeshalls 

it 

24 

1 

Squaw  Is. 

Schaf  fn  er 

it 

31 

9 

Niagara  Fa 11s, Ont. 

’•  ,  Thorpe 

Iceland  Gull 

ii 

4 

3 

ii  n  ii 

Smith, Schaf fner, Nathan , 
Filor 

it 

12 

3 

♦i  ii  n 

Emerson  etal  (BOS  Trip) 

ii 

18 

1 

ii  n  it 

Mitchell  et  al 

•i 

19 

4 

n  ti  it 

Rices,  Coggeshalls 

it 

24 

1 

Squaw  Is. 

Schaffner 

ti 

31 

7 

Niagara  Falls, Ont. 

Schaffner,  Thorpe 

Kumli en  *  s  Gull 

ti 

4 

4 

it  it  n 

Smith, Schaffner  ,Nathan, 
Filor 

it 

12 

1 

n  ti  i* 

Emerson  etal  (BOS  Trip) 

it 

19 

3 

II  H  II 

Rices,  Coggeshalls 

ii 

31 

2 

It  11  l» 

Schaffner,  Thorpe 

Bona part o *  s  Gull 

it 

4 

1000 

II  11  II 

Smi  t h ,  Schaf  fn  er ,  Nat  han , 
Filor 

it 

27 

1000 

Lewi ston 

Schaf fner , Brown stein 

it 

31 

1500 

Ni agara  Go  rge , Ont • 

Schaffner,  Thorpe 

Mourning  Dove 

ii 

19 

20 

Grand  Is. 

Rices,  Coggeshalls 

(2) 


A 


*1 


.  i 


Snowy  Owl 

Dec.  19 

1 

Thorold ,0nt . 

Salisbury 

Short- eared  Owl 

11 

19 

7 

Grand  Is. 

Rices,Cogg  e shall s 

Red-bellied  Woodpecker 

"  1 

1 

Castile 

Thompson 

Tufted  Titmouse 

ti 

3 

1 

Nil  son 

Brockner 

11 

12-31 

2 

Wellsville 

McMurtry 

ti 

27 

1 

Wilson 

Schaf  f ne  r , B  rown  s t  ei n 

Red-br.  Nuthatch 

11 

3 

1 

Wilson 

Brockners 

ti 

1.3 

l 

Wellsville 

McMurt  ry 

11 

14 

3 

n 

11 

ii 

27 

1 

Hamlin  Beach 

Brockner 

Carolina  Wren 

11 

1 

1 

Hamburg 

Bacon 

11 

3 

1 

Point  Abino,0nt. 

Schaf f nor 

11 

5-24 

1.2 

Lewiston 

KLabunde 

it 

5-31 

1 

Wellsville 

McMurtry 

it 

10-27 

1.2 

Hamburg 

Bacon 

Cray  Shrike 

it 

3 

1 

Wainf leet ,0nt , 

Schaf fner 

11 

4 

1 

B  lack  Creek, Ont 

.  Smith ,  Schaf  fner,  Nathan  , 

Filor 

it 

3-28 

1 

Lewi ston 

Klabunde 

it 

5 

1 

Hamlin  Beach 

Brockner 

ti 

10 

1 

Andover 

McMurtry 

n 

11 

1 

East  River  Rd«, 

G.I.  Axtells 

n 

12 

1 

Thorold,  Ont. 

Salisbury 

11 

20 

1 

Hamburg 

Avery 

11 

27 

1 

Kenmore 

Schaf fner , Brown stein 

Myrtle  Warbler 

it 

18 

1 

Dufferin  Is., Ont 

.  Mitchell  et  al 

Evening  Grosbeak 

11 

11 

5 

Hamburg 

Bacon 

11 

11 

50 

JAxue  st  own 

Parker 

ti 

16 

1 

Hamburg 

Ba  con 

11 

26 

2 

Wellsville 

McMurtry 

Purple  Finch 

11 

3 

2 

Mo  rgan  Po i nt , On t 

.  Schaffner 

11 

12-31 

1 

Wellsville 

McMurtry 

Pine  Grosbeak 

ti 

3 

5 

Morgan  Point, Ont 

.  Schaffner 

it 

5 

10 

Gerry,  Chaut .  Co 

.  Beal 

it 

9 

8 

Beach  Hi 11, Wellsville  McMurtry 

it 

14 

15 

Wellsvi lie 

McMurtry 

Pine  Siskin 

11 

3 

1 

Point  Abino,0nt. 

Schaffner 

Goldfinch 

ti 

13 

2 

Lewi ston 

Klabunde 

YJh .  - 1  h .  Spa  r  r  ow 

11 

1 

1 

Castile 

Thom  pson 

Previously  recorded 
Additi ons 

Total  for  1954 

n 

19 

1  Hamburg 

267 

0 

267  species,  identifiable 

Bacon 

subspecies  and  named  hybrids 

Errata; 

Black-bellied  Plover 

Oct.  27 

7 

Mather  Pk.,0nt, 

Schaffner, Axtell  should  read 

It  It  It 

"  ii 

11 

ii  11  it 

"  "  Vol.  20-^11 

Chestnut-s.  Warbler 

Oct .  5L 

1 

Erie  Beach, Ont.  Axtells  -  should  read 

V  t»  II 

11  11 

11 

"  "  "  Axtell  Vol.  20  -  #11 

lield  Sparrow 

Oct  •  28 

2 

Black  Creek, Ont. 

Nathan  -  should  read 

ii  ii 

11  ti 

11 

Rockhouse  Pt.,0nt 

.  Schaffner  Vol.  20-  #11 

Delete  from  records: 

D*-cr.  Cormorant 

Oct.  12 

1 

Wellsville  McMurtrys  Vol.  20  #11 

(3) 
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Addenda : 

Turkey  Vulture  Oct.  10  3 

Eiildeer  Nov.  13  1 

Spotted  Sandpiper  Mid-Sept i  to 

Oct.  13  1 


Lockport  Rd, 

Depew 

Batavia 


(Add  above  record  to  Fall  Bird  Count,  Oct.  10) 


Smith 

Seeber,  rep.  ^chaffner 
Annabel,  rep.  Pixley 


B.O.S.  TWENT Y-BI XTH  ANNUAL  CHRISTMAS  BIRD  COUNT 

December  26 „  1934 

The  forty-seven.  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  observers  were  greeted  by  a 
bright  sunny  sky  which  clouded  in  some  areas  in  the  early  afternoon  and  was  com¬ 
pletely  overcast  in  most  areas  in  the  late  afternoon.  The  temperature  ranged  from 
30°  to  30°  and  the  ground  was  covered  by  a  light  snow.  Most  small  streams,  marshes 
and  still  water  were  covered  by  a  crust  of  ice  but  larger  streams  were  open.  The 
wind  varied  ffom  10  to  20  miles  per  hour  and  from  a  south  to  a  southwest  direction. 

A  fifteen  mile  diameter  circle  centered  on  Grand  Island  was  divided  into 
fifteen  territories.  There  were  seventy-two  species,  including  one  sub-species, 
reported  with  a  total  of  46,823  individuals.  This  is  a  record  high  for  both  species 
and  individuals.  The  Surf  Scoter  and  Peregrine  Falcon  were  new  for  our  Census, 
Twelve  species  were  recorded  with  new  highs  for  individual  counts.  These  included 
13  Common  Loon  (previous  high  was  8  in  1932),  4  Red-necked  Grebe  (previous  high  of 
1),  40  Hooded  Merganser  (11  in  1948  and  1938);  6  Coot  (1  in  1938);  9  Glaucous  Gull 
(6  in  1936);  6  Iceland  Gull  (2  in  1930);  1601  Ring-billed  Gull  (1236  in  1933);  14 
Screech  Owl  (9  in  1930  end  1932);  142  Blue  Jay  (102  in  1931);  9370  Starling 
(3320  in  1930) and  7  White-winged  Crossbill  (3  in  1933) • 

Aibout  thirty  of  the  Group  gathered  at  the  Delqua  Restaurant  to  dine  and  swap 
experiences  of  the  day. 

Territ orio& and  Observers 


A.  Buffalo  harbor  to  Peace  Bridge,  Niagara  River  Canadian  shore  north  of  Pace 

Bridge  to  and  including  Niagara  Falls,  Ont.  -  James  Savage,  Thomas  L.  Bourne, 

William  Almendinger 

B.  Ontario  -  inland  west  of  Queen  Elizabeth  Way,  south  of  Town  Line  Road  - 

Edward  Seeber,  Irwin  Woldman, 
John  J.  Filor,  Robert  Patell, 

C.  Ontario  -  inland  west  of  Sodom  Road  between  Town  Line  Road  and  Portage  Road, 

Niagara  Gorge  -  Bernard  Nathan,  Mary  Louise  Emerson,  Frank  Witebsky, 

Hart  Kivott, 

D.  American  shore  of  Niagara  River  north  of  Peacd  Bridge  to  Tonawanda  Creek,  west 

of  Military  Road  -  Harold  D.  Mitchell,  Arthur  Schaffner,  Mrs.  Anne  Broadbent 

E.  Buffalo  and  Itenmore  -  east  of  Military  Road,  south  of  Sheridan  Drive,  west  of 

Niagara  Falls  Blvd.  and  Main  Street,  north  of  Porter  and  North  Streets  - 
includes  Forest  Lawn,  Delaware  Park  and  Lincoln  Perk  -  Marie  Wendling, 

Margaret  Wendling,  Gertrude 

Webster. 
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F.  Tonawanda  and  North  Torn  wand  a  -  south  of  Erie  Avenue,  east  of  Military  Road, 

north  of  Sheridan  Drive,  west  of  Niagara  Falls  Blvd.  -  includes  Elmlawn  and 
White  Chapel  Cemeteries,  Ellicott  Creek  Park,  Tonawanda  Creek  and  Tonawanda 
Island  -  A.  J.  Wright. 

Gi  American  shore  of  Niagara  River  from  Erie  Avenue  in  North  Tonawanda  to  Grand 
Island  Bridge  in  Niagara  Falls  -  inland  territory  bound  by  Erie  Avenue, 
Shawnee  Road,  Lockport  Road,  Military  Road,  and  64th  Street  includes 
Cayuga  Island,  Niagara  Falls  dump,  Walmore  dump  and  Wurlitzer  -  Fred  Hall, 

Riilip  Greene. 

H.  Niagara  Falls  west  of  64th  Street,  south  of  Military  Road  and  Lockport  Road  - 

includes  shore  from  Grand  Island  Bridge  to  Rainbow  Bridge,  Goat  Island,  and 
Hyde  Park  -  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Edward  Ulrich,  Kay  Gros,  Lena  Turner,  Mrs.  Mercedes 

Lovelace,  Jackie  Stains,  Dickson  Arrick. 

I.  Rogerson’s  feeding  station,  Niagara  Falls,  N.Y.  -  Wheeler  Rogerson. 

J.  Grand  Island  south  of  Fix  Road  -  Dr.  &  Mrs.  Harold  Axtoll,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Martin 

Diet ri ch, 

K*  Grand  Island  north  of  Fix  Road,  south  of  Staley  Road,  southwest  of  Connecting 
Blvd.  -  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Walter  KLabunde,  Fhilip  ICLabunde, 

L.  Grand  Island  north  of  Staley  Road,  west  of  Baseline  Road,  south  of  Bedell  Road  - 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Raymond  Kirsch. 

M.  Grand  Island  east  of  Baseline  Road,  south  of  Bedell  Road,  west  of  Stony  Point 

Road  (between  Bedell  Rosd  and  Whitehaven  Road),  south  of  Whitehaven  Road 
(between  Stony  Point  Road  and  the  east  channel  of  the  Niagara  River),  north 
of  Staley  Road,  northeast  of  Connecting  Blvd.  -  Ellen  Windsor, 

Elizabeth  Faul. 


N.  Grand  Island  north  of  Whitehaven  Road,  east  of  Stony  Point  Road,  south  of 


Ransom  Ror  d 

-Mr.  &  Mrs 

.  Winston 

Brockner. 

0.  Grand  Island  ea 

st  of  Baseline  Road  a 

nd  Woods  Creek,  north  of 

Bedell  and 

Ransom 

Roads  --  Dr. 

<&  Mrs.  Karl 

Eschelman 

,  Frances  Rew,  Richard  Rosche, 

P.  Grind  Inland  north  of  Bedell  Road,  w 

est  of  Baseline  Road  and 

Woods  Creek 

1 

Buckhom  I o land  -  Mrs. 

J.E.  Boc cn 

,  Mrs.  Helen  Creighton. 

Bird  Count 

Specie  s 

Number 

Terri t ory 

Species 

Number  T 

erritory 

Common  Loon 

13 

ACH 

American  Scoter 

2 

BP 

Red-throated  Loon 

1 

C 

Hooded  Merganser 

40 

Red-necked  Grebe 

4 

ACH 

American  Merganser 

855 

Homed  Grebe 

11 

ACH 

Red-br.  Merganser 

381 

Great  B  lue  Heron 

18 

Cooper’s  Hawk 

2 

NO 

Black-crowned  Night 

Heron  11 

E 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

33 

Mai  la.r  d 

4?8 

Rough- legged  Hawk 

8 

Black  Duck 

1229 

Bald  Eagle 

1 

0 

Gadwall 

1 

B 

Marsh  Hawk 

6 

Pintail 

27 

BH 

Peregrine  Falcon 

1 

A 

Redhead 

6 

GJ 

Sparrow  Hawk 

96 

Canva  s-back 

12191 

Ruffed  Grouse 

2 

C 

Greater  Scaup 

911 

Fh  ea  sant 

183 

Lesser  Scaup 

3 

CD 

Coot 

6 

CH 

Amo  r  i  can  Go  Id  en  -  e  ye 

17^0 

Glaucous  Gull 

9 

ACDH 

Buf fie -head 

35 

Iceland  Gull 

6 

ACH 

Old- squaw 

30 

Kumlien’s  Gull 

2 

C 

White-w,  Scoter 

1 

A 

Gt.  Black-b.  Gull 

41 

Surf  Scoter 

l 

C 

Herring  Gull 

10269 
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Species 

Number 

Territory 

Species 

Number 

Territory 

Ring-b.  Gull 

1601 

Robin 

3 

HMO 

B  ona  pa  rt  e  ’  s  Gu  1 1 

3297 

Hermit  Thrush 

1 

C 

Mourning  dove 

9 

GJO 

Golden-cr.  Kinglet 

3 

BCH 

Screech  Owl 

14 

EJ 

Gray  Shrike 

11 

Grt .  Horned  Owl 

6 

EHJ 

Starling 

9370 

Long-eared  Owl 

1 

B 

House  Sparrow 

2335 

Short -eared  Owl 

3 

HOP 

E.  Meadowlark 

7 

CM 

Belted  Kingfisher 

3 

GHO 

Red-w.  Blackbird 

3 

B 

Hr i ry  W 0  0 dpe c  ke  r 

10 

Cowbird 

1 

B 

Downy  Woodpecker 

39 

Cardinal 

20 

Blue  Jay 

142 

Purple  Finch 

1 

B 

Crow 

580 

Goldfinch 

3 

CH 

B  lack-c.  Chickadee 

217 

White-winged  Crossbill  7 

C 

Wh i 1 0 - b r .  Nuthatch 

40 

Slate- colored  Junco 

78 

Red-br.  Nuthatch 

2 

BC 

Tree  Sparrow 

298 

Brown  Creeper 

10 

B  CKO 

Song  Sparrow 

8 

ACGN 

Winter  Wren 

1 

N 

Snow  Bunting 

100 

J 

Fred  T.  Hall 


GOLDEN-CRQLNED  KINGLETS’  NEST  AT  HAMBURG,  N.Y. 

The  Golden -crowned  Kinglets  which  nested  at  Hamburg  Cemetery  last  summer  were 
first  heard  and  reported  by  Harold  Rice  on  June  26,  1954.  At  that  time  the  party 
determined  that  there  were  two  birds. 

On  July  11  between  10:. 30  and  11:30  A.M.  I  watched  the  two  birds  after  Nathan 
and  Schaffner  showed  me  the  nesting  tree.  They  watched  also.  They  had  been  to  the 
location  earlier  that  morning.  Both  birds  were  making  repeated  trips  to  the  nest. 
(Nathan  and  Schaffner  had  thought  they  were  feeding  young).  After  considerable 
concentrated  watching,  I  suggested  that  the  birds’  actions  indicated  that  they  were 
building  rather  than  feeding.  I  thought  so  because  one  bird  would  go  to  the  nest 
with  something  in  its  mouth  and  would  remain  at  the  nest  and  work  and  weave  and 
move  the  branchlets  just  as  orioles  do  while  building.  One  bird  was  observed  gping 
to  the  nest  with  a  very  large  piece  of  green  material  which  I  thought  was  moss  and 

which  was  the  size  of  a  large  green  grasshopper.  (I  thought  such  tiny  birds  would 

not  be  feeding  t  in y  young  such  large  food;  so  I  looked  more  closely.) 

There  really  was  a  double  feature.  An  immature  Red-breasted  Nuthatch  sat  on  a 
dead  twig  of  the  tree  just  in  front  of  the  nest  and  preened  its  feathers.  We  could 
see  it  "weeding  out”  the  baby  down,  helping  break  up  the  pin  feather  sheaths,  and 
getting  itself  into  a  more  respectable  plumage.  Then  it  sat  and  called  and  called 
to  be  fed,  then  flew  back  into  the  tree  to  join  what  we  think  were  surely  the  adult 
birds  and  another  young  -  when  they  flew  from  the  tree,  there  were  four  birds 
together. 

July  17,  I  watched  the  Kinglets’  nesting  branch  from  8  A.M.  to  9  A.M.  At  first 
all  was  quiet.  About  8:30  A.M.  one  bird  came  and  gave  the  three  note  call  about 
twelve  times,  then  was  quiet.  Soon  one  bird  approached  and  went  on  the  nest. 

Another  small  bird  sat  out  of  sight  nearby  and  sang  a  song  that  I  have  never  heard 

before.  Fifteen  minutes  later,  the  bird  on  the  nest  left  and  we*t  off  through  the 
trees,  looking  for  food  as  it  went.  Soon  the  small  singing  bird  flew  away  from  the 
nesting  tree. 
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Three  times  during  the  two  weeks  which  followed  I  observed  the  KingLets.  At 
least  two  of  those  times  I  remember  were  in  the  afternoon  around  4  or  5  P.M.  Each 
time  we  had  to  wait  for  some  time.  Then  we  heard  the  three  note  call  nearby,  then 
we  hoard  an  answer  from  the  nest,  then  the  bird  on  the  nest  would  come  off  and  fly 
to  join  the  one  that  was  calling.  In  less  than  fifteen  minutes,  one  Kinglet  would 
come  back  to  the  nest  tree.  Before  going  on  the  nest,  it  would  stretch  its  wings 
and  legs  separately  and  ruffle  its  feathers;  then  it  would  go  to  the  nest  again  and 
settle  down  quietly.  One  of  those  observations  was  on  July  30. 

On  August  3  Mrs.  Tills  and  I  watched  from  10  A.M.  to  noon,  concentrating  on  the 
nest  constantly.  For  considerable  time,  I  saw  or  heard  nothing.  Then  we  heard  the 
throe  note  call  nearby  and  discovered  that  there  was  activity  at  the  nest.  During 
the  two  hours,  the  birds  went  to  the  nest  five  or  six  times.  One  time  I  identified 
the  male  bird  after  he  came  away  from  the  nest  and  gait  quietly  for  a  few  seconds. 
There  were  several  Blue  jays  in  nearby  trees.  Once  wo  observed  that  one  bird  called 
often  from  a  nearby  tree  while  the  other  bird  tried  to  sneak  unobserved  onto  the 
nest.  It  seemed  very  nervous  and  did  not  go  on  the  nest.  Later  it  went  on  the  nest 
and  stayed  (unless  it  slipped  off  the  back  side  at  an  instant  when  our  necks  were 
’'broken”  from  looking  up). 

Aug.  6,  I  arrived  at  the  nesting  site  at  7:30  A.M.  because  Dr.  Axtell  had 
suggested  that  many  birds  work  harder  at  feeding  in  the  early  hours.  I  heard  one 
bird  call  a  few  times  and  then  there  wore  periods  of  quiet  .  One  bird  left  the  nest 
at  7:43  A.M.  By  that  time  the  sun  had  begun  to  shine  on  the  area  where  the  nest  was. 
One  bird  continued  to  give  the  three  note  call  until  7:32  A.M.  At  7:33  one  bird 
returned  to  the  nest  and  remained  until  I  left  about  8:20  A.M. 

Aug,  7,  Mr.  Mitchell  came  to  see  the  nest.  Soon  after  we  arrived  at  2:45  P.M. , 
one  bird  went  to  the  pest.  Very  often  for  an  hour  and  a  quarter  we  heard  the  three 
note  call.  Ethel  Heiberg  came  soon  and  could  hear  the  call  more  often  than  I.  One 
bird  left  the  nest  and  stayed  away  for  about  fifteen  minutes,  then  returned  to  the 
nest  and  stayed  for  about  twenty-five  minutes.  It  left  the  nest  just  before  we 
left  the  cemetery  at  4  P.M. 

Additional  observations  were  made  at  various  times,  but  we  were  never  able  to 
determine  that  feeding  was  actually  going  on  at  the  nest. 

On  August  14  there  was  a  B.O.S.  trip  to  East  Eden  Pond  and  later  to  Tills  Hills 
for  a  picnic.  But  the  first  stop  was  at  the  Hamburg  Cemetery  to  observe  the 
Kinglets.  A  large  number  of  observers  assembled  with  plenty  of  optical  equipment 
(except  the  leader,  who  left  her  binoculars  on  the  kitchen  table  at  home).  The 
KingLets  came  to  and  went  from  the  nest  many  times.  Everyone  agreed  that  they  were 
feeding  young,  and  some  observers  thought  they  saw  two  tiny  heads  raised  for  food. 
There  certainly  was  more  activity  at  the  nest  that  day  than  any  other.  An  ?;dult 
Red-breasted  Nuthatch  was  there  and  gave  many  a  fine  chrp.ce  to  observe  it.  That 
was  the  first  dry  we  actually  saw  the  nest.  Before,  we  had  only  seen  vhere  the 
birds  went  in  each  time. 

From  August  27  to  August  29  the  F.N.Y.S.B.C.  held  its  annual  meeting  at 
Ithaca.  I  thought  the  Kinglets’  nest  would  be  a  noteworthy  record  for  our  area  and 
decided  to  collect  the  nest  and  take  it  for  evidence*  Armed  with  ladder,  ropes, 
tools,  and  permission  from  the  superintendent  of  the  cemetery,  several  of  us 
arrived  after  supper  on  August  27  at  the  nesting  tree.  Distances  were  greater  than 
wo  had  thought  so  our  20  foot  ladder  was  barely  high  enoggh  to  reach  the  lower 
branches  of  the  150  foot  Norway  Spruce.  Youthful  helpers  overcame  all  obstacles, 
arrived  at  the  proper  branch,  and  dropped  the  100  foot  tape  to  the  ground.  It  ran 
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out  at  feet,  the  exact  height  of  the  nesting  branch.  Measuring  out  from  the 
trunk  to  the  nest  was  another  matter,  and  getting  out  to  it  was  impossible.  Anyway, 
just  then,  the  Kinglets  arrived  and  sat  very  close  and  told  us  exactly  what  they 
thought  of  folks  'who  intended  to  rofr  them  of  their  nest.  We  were  so  puzzled  by 
this  time  (it  was  tho  umpteenth  time  we  had  counted  up  -  so  many  da y^ for  nest 
building  -  so  many  for  egg  laying  -  so  many  for  brooding,  etc)  that  we  did  not  know 
what  the  score  was.  We  gathered  our  equipment  and  silently  stole  away.  We  never 
mentioned  our  record  at  Ithaca. 

September  came  and  John  returned  from  New  Mexico.  One  day  I  talked  him  into 
gathering  the  equipment,  borrowing  a  15  foot  pruning  tool  from  a  friend,  and 
climbing  the  tree.  This  time  he  clipped  the  branch  tip  off  and  it  came  tumbling 
down  to  the  ground.  The  nest  was  a  wonderfully  beautiful  affair,  and  I  was  thrilled 
to  see  it  close  by>  But  imagine  my  consternation  when  I  felt  inside  and  touched 
eight  tiny  eggs.  My  husband  said  "Well,  you  will  collect  the  nest  before  the  second 
brood  is  hatched".  I  was  very  distressed  and  candled  the  eggs  at  once.  Careful 
examination!  showed  that  they  were  so  old  that  they  had  dried  up  and  the  yolks  were 
adhering  to  the  shells  at  one  end  i  There  were  no  embryos  in  the  eggs.  What  we 
thought  wo  saw  the  parents  feeding  that  day,  no  one  will  ever  know* 

Mrs.  J.E.  Bacon 


NIAGARA  LOOP  TRIP  -  DECEMBER  12,  1 954 

The  wet  snow  end  rain  did  nothing  to  help  the  visibility  on  Dec.  12th.  The 
six  of  us,  at  the  very  beginning,  found  the  Furple  Sandpiper  at  so-called  "Jaeger 
Rocks".  After  a  fruitless  search  we  were  returning  to  our  cars  when  Bernie  Nathan 
spotted  the  bird  quite  close  by.  The  rest  of  us  like  to  think  the  bird  just  flew 
into  the  area JJ 

Jim  Braunbems  disturbed  four  Song  Sparrows  at  Dufferin  Islands.  The  Coot  was 
in  the  Gorge,  At  the  head  of  the  Horshoe  Falls  we  had  white-winged  gulls  -  two 
immature  Iceland  Gulls,  a  second  year  Iceland  Gull,  and  a  Glaucous  Gull.  A 
Kumlicn ’ s  Gull  flew  about  and  then  rested  near  the  two  immature  Icelands  to  give  a 
good  opport unit y  for  contrast. 

Others  cn  the  trip  were  Heather  Thorpe,  Clayton  Knox,  and  Erwin  Woldman. 

Mary  Louise  Emerson,  Leader, 


NIAGARA  LOOP  TRIP  -  JANUARY  9,  19 55 

On  the  morning  of  Jan.  9th  the  weather  promised  a  day  of  good  birding.  How¬ 
ever,  soon  after  we  started  at  eight  o’clock,  the  weather  changed,  and  the 
visibility  at  times  was  near  zero  due  to  the  intermittent  show.  Despite  this  we 
covered  the  area.  Our  walk  thru  Dufferin  Island  Park  was  like  a  trip  thru 
fairyland  with  a  Cardinal,  a  Song  Sparrow,  a  Black-capped  Chickadee,  and  White- 
breasted  Nuthatches  as  companions.  Among  other  species  observed  were  Red-n  ecked 
Grebe,  Horned  Grebe,  Duffle-head,  Old-squaw,  Pintail,  Coot,  Glaucous  and  Iceland 
Gulls,  Short-eared  Owl,  Kingfisher,  Robins,  and  Gray  Shrike. 

There  were  sixteen  people  including  guests  cm  the  trip. 
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Ed  and  Leila  Cummiskey,  Leaders 
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PROGRAM  -  MEETINGS 


Regular  meetings  are  in  the  Humboldt  Room  of  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  at  8:00 
P.M.  on  Wednesdays. 

February  9  -  Preview  of  Check  List  by  Bernard  Nathan.  Report  of  F.N.Y.S.B.C. 

Water  Bird  Count  -  Leader:  Clark  S.  Beardslee. 

February  2 3  -  A.J.  Wright  will  show  his  colored  slides, 

March  9  ~  Sanctuary  plans  and  discussion  by  Walter  KLabunde  ,  Museum  film 
"Woodland  Birds", 

March  2J>  -  Book  Review  by  Lena  Turner.  Plan  Spring  Count  -  Leader:  Robert  D. 
Cogge shall.  Study  Skin  Quiz. 


PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 


The  f ol laving  field  trips  are  on  Sundays.  Winter  field  trips  may  be  cancelled  at 

the  discretion  of  the  leader  because  of  treacherous  driving  or  poor  visibility. 

Sat. -Sun.,  Feb.  19,20  -  Limberlost,  Ontario  -  Call  Winston  W.  Brockner  (SU.  5896) 
if  you  can  go. 

February  20  -  Niagara  County  -  Leader:  Walter  Klabunde  (Lewiston  6-2424).  Meet 

at  7:30  AM  at  Sheridan  Drive  and  Delaware  Avenue.  NOTE  CHANGE  OF  MEETING 
PLACE  FROM  IIERTEL  AYE.  TO  SHERIDAN  DRIVE . 

March  6  -  Grand  Island  including  sanctuaries  -  Leader:  Marie  Wendling  (PL.  6629). 

Meet  at  7:30  A.M.  at  Sheridan  and  Delaware. 

March  13  -  South  shore  of  Lake  Erie  and  Presque  Isle  -  Leader:  James  Braunberns 
(FR.  2371),  Meet  at  7:00  A.M.  at  Buffalo  City  Hall. r 

March  20  -  Canadian  shore  of  Lake  Erie.  Leader:  Bernard  Nathan  (GR.  0673)*  Meet 
at  7:30  A.M.  at  the  Peace  Bridge. 

March  27  -  Sinks  and  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  with  Canadian  B  irders  -  Leader:  Harold  D. 

Mitchell  (VI.  2387).  Meet  at  University  Plaza  &t  7:00  A.M. ,  or 
Rainbow  Bridge,  Niagara  Falls  at  9:00  A.M. 

April  3  -  Spring  Duck  Census  -  Leader:  R.D.  Cogge  shall,  33  Linda  Drive,  Apt.  4-2, 

Buffalo  23,  N.Y.  (PL.  0120). 


NOTE 

On  January  14,  1933  Alice  Dietrich,  Hazel  Samuels,  and  I  were  looking  for  birds 
on  the  east  side  of  Buckhorn  Island.  We  walked  along  the  snow  covered  road  and 
stopped  to  watch  a  hawk  over  the  river.  Shortly  afterward,  in  plain  sight  of  our 
previous  stopping  place,  we  found  a  mouse  impaled  on  a  thorn  in  a  tree.  The  mouse 
was  still  warm.  We  thought  we  must  have  frightened  a  shrike  into  leaving  it  .  We 
walked  along  thinking  that  the  shrike  wouldn’t  return  with  us  there.  When  we  came 
back  to  the  thorn  tree  twenty  minutes  later,  the  mouse  was  gone.  We  felt  that  it 
was  a  "once  in  a  lifetime"  experience  for  us. 

Kay  McCann 

>(e  >j«  s|c 

Big  Ben,  the  famous  clock  in  London,  has  had  very  few  failures  in  its  almost 
century  -  old  existence.  One  of  these  failures  was  on  August  12,  1949,  when  a 
flight  of  Starlings  rested  on  its  giant  hands  and  slowed  it  five  minutes. 

from  the  Buffalo  Evening  News 
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THE  MOUTH 

January ’s  weather  was  near  normal,  with  the  average  temperature  24,8  degrees, 
and  the  total  precipitation  2,61  inches.  The  month  started  with  the  average  temper** 
ature  of  the  first  six-day  period  10  degrees  above  normal,  followed  by  gradually 
increasing  cold  until  the  average  of  the  last  five  days  was  12  degrees  below  normal. 
Some  snow  fell  on  each  of  the  last  23  days.  There  seems  to  be  no  correlation  be¬ 
tween  these  weather  changes  and  bird  movements,  most  of  the  reported  half-hardy 
species  being  still  present  during  the  cold  latter  half.  The  unusually  large 
variety  of  irregular  visitors  from  the  North  were  still  with  us.  Still  especially 
worth  mentioning  is  the  remarkable  number  of  Gray  Shrike  reports.  The  total  number 
of  86  species  and  subspecies  for  January  was  near  normal, 

Harold  H.  Axtell 
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F.M.  Rew,  Rathbun 

Surf  Scoter 

11 

lb 

1 

So.  Buffalo  Harbor 
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Bald  Eagle 

Jan. 

16 

1 

Niagara  Rifer,  Ont . 

Brockners 

it 

16 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Stanley 

Marsh  Hawk 

tt 

23 

3 

Youngstown-Wilson  Area 

Vanderbles  et  al 

it 

29,30 

1,1 

Grand  Island 

several  observers 

Glaucous  Gull 

h 

1-19 

1-3 

Ni aga  ra  Fa 1 1 s , On t . 

many  observers 

Iceland  Gull 

n 

1-22 

1-9 

ii  ii  ii 

it  ii 

Kumli en ’ s  Gull 

it 

9,16 

1,1 

it  it  ii 

Klabundes 

it 

14 , 19 

1,1 

n  n  n 

Cogge shall 

Bonaparte’s  Gull 

it 

16 

4000 

Niagara  River, Ont. 

Brockners 

ii 

16-18 

1000 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Stanley 

Mourning  Dove 

ii 

2 

1 

Hamburg 

Wixom,  Frederic ksons 

n 

8 

40 

Grand  Island 

Windsor, Mi t  che 11 , 
Fuhrmans 

ii 

30 

6 

Clarence 

Brockner 

Snowy  Owl 

ii 

1 

1 

Vi  a  sh .  II  gw  y ,  Sn  y  d  e  r 

Schuck,  rep.  Fisk 

n 

8 

1 

2 -Mi le  Cr .  Rd . , Ton . 

Mitchell 

n 

10 

2 

Clarence 

Cogge  shells 

Long-eared  Owl 

ti 

2 

1 

Decew  Falls, Thorold .Ont .  Fluellon 

Short -eared  Owl 

ii 

11 

6 

Grand  Island 

Cogge  sh  alls 

KLngf  i  sher 

ii 

8 

1 

Thorold,  Ont. 

Salisburys 

tt 

9 

1 

Dykes  Creek 

McMurt  ry 

Flicker 

all 

month 

1 

Penhurst  Pk.,Bflo, 

Blackmer,  rep.  McCann 

Jan . 

11 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

Sali sburys 

n 

16 

1 

Oak  Orchard  Creek 

Beard si ee 

Pileated  Wdpkr. 

ii 

2 

1 

Orchard  Park 

Kirschs 

Red-bellied  Wdpkr. 

tt 

11 

1 

Wilson 

Co  gge  shal  1  s 

P 

23 

1 

ii 

Klabundes 

Red -headed  Wdpkr. 

n 

2 

1 

Lakewood, Lake  Ont. 

it 

n 

2 

2 

Niagara -on -Lake  ,0nt . 

Salisburys 

ii 

29 

1 

Beaver  Is.  St.  Pk, 

Windsor, Mitch  el  1, 
Fuhrmans 

N.  Horned  Lark 

it 

16 

4 

Ridgeway 

Beard slee 

Brown-c ,  Chickadee 

n 

2 

1 

West  Falls 

Mitchell 

Tufted  Titmouse 

all 

month 

2 

Wellsville 

Davies,  rep.  McMurt ry 

Carolina  Viren 

ii 

u 

1-2 

Hamburg 

Bacons 

ii 

51 

1 

Wellsville 

Chen  tults,  rep. 

McMurt  ry 

ii 

II 

1 

Lewi ston 

Klabundes 

Robin 

Jan. 

T  O 

l,2 

1 

LaSalle 

Heilborns 

it 

2 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

Miller,  rep.  Heilbom 

tt 

2 

1 

Rose  Hi 11, Ont. 

Fi  sk 

ii 

16 

2 

Williamsville 

n 

ii 

19 

1 

Niagara  Falls, Ont. 

Sali sburys 

Gray  Shrike 

it 

1 

2 

Grand  Island 

Rices,  Coggeshalls 

it 

2 

1 

Col den 

Bowen,  Rathbun 

it 

9 

1 

Thor old, Ont . 

Fluellon 

it 

10 

2 

Batavia 

Mahan ey, Pi xley 

ii 

10 

1 

Clarence 

Coggesha 11s 

ii 

11 

3 

Clarence  to  Wilson 

ii 

n 

14 

1 

Grpnd  Island 

Cogge shall 

n 

16,23,2' 

9  1 

Niagara  County 

Klabundes 

it 

17 

1 

Evangola  St.  Pk. 

Bacon, Me Iberg, 

Creight on 

it 

17 

1 

Wellsville 

Ives, rep.  McMurt ry 

it 

19 

1 

Grand  Island 

Coggeshalls 

ii 

21 

1 

Rose  Hi 11, Ont . 

Fisk 

11 

23 

2 

Chestnut  Ridge  Pk. 

Creight  on,  Me  lb  erg, 

F.M.  Rew 
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Gray  Shrike  (ocn’t 

•  0)Jan 

.  23 

3 

Youngstown-Wilson  Area 

Yanderbles  et  al 

It 

23-31 

1 

Lewiston 

KLabundes 

It 

28 

2 

Horseshoe  Lake 

Pixley 

II 

29 

1 

Thorn  Thicket, G.I. 

Mitchell, Windsor , 
Fuhrmans 

II 

29 

1 

Bi smark,0nt , 

Sali  sburys 

Myrtle  Warbler 

all 

month 

1 

Hamburg 

Tichnor,  rep.  Bacon 

Meadowlark 

Jan 

•  6 

2 

Elma 

F.M.  Rew 

11 

11 

1 

Swarmsville 

Co gge shells 

ti 

16 

16 

Kuckville 

Beard slee 

n 

16 

1 

Wolcott sville 

11 

11 

23 

4 

Youngstown-Wilson  Area 

Yanderbles  ot  al 

Red-w.  Blackbird 

n 

16 

1 

Tifft  St. 

F.M.  Rew,  Mitchell, 
Turner,  Cummiskey 

n 

16 

1 

Niag.  R.,  Ont. 

Brockners 

Crackle 

n 

2 

1 

Boston 

Eschelmans 

n 

2 

1 

LaSalle 

Heilborns 

Evening  Grosbeak 

all  month 

14 

Springville 

Salzler,  rep.  Avery 

Jan 

.  20 

13 

Holland 

James 

Purple  Finch 

11 

31 

4 

We 11 sville 

McMurt  ry 

Pine  Grosbeak 

u 

2 

6 

Chestnut  Ridge  Pk. 

Thorpe,  Nathan 

11 

12,13 

8 

Batavia 

Pixley 

11 

28 

1 

ii 

n 

Common  Redpoll 

n 

1 

10 

Wilson 

KLabundes 

Pine  Siskin 

11 

2 

3 

near  Emery  Park 

Eschelmans 

Field  Sparrow 

11 

13,16,23 

,29 

1  Alden 

Wo If ling 

Wh ,-th .  Spa  r row 

It 

2  3-31 

1 

Bird  Ave.,  Buffalo 

Fisk 

Lapland  Longspur 

II 

10,11 

4 

Clarence 

Coggeshalls 

Snow  Bunting 

II 

10,11 

73 

11 

11 

II 

23 

120 

Emery  Rd. 

F.M.  Rew,  Creighton 

Me lb erg 

Also  observed  in  the  area  for  January  wore  Common  Loon,  Horned  Grebe,  Mallard, 
Black;  Duck,  Canvas-back,  Greater  Scaup,  Lesser  Scaup,  Amer.  Golden-eye,  Buffi e-head, 
Old-squaw,  Hooded  Merganser,  Amer.  Merganser,  Red-br.  Merganser,  Red-tailed  Hawk, 
Ruffed  Grouse,  Pheasant,  Coot,  Great  Bl. -backed  Gull,  Herring  Gull,  Ring-b.  Gull, 
Screech  Owl,  Gr4at  Horned  Owl,  Hairy  Woodpecker,  ^wy  Woodpecker,  Prairie  Horn.  Lark 
Blue  Jay,  Crow,  Black-c.  Chickadee,  White-br.  Nuthatch,  Red-br.  Nuthatch,  Brown 
Creeper,  Golden-cr.  Kinglet,  Cedar  Waxwing,  Starling,  House  Sparrow,  Cardinal, 
Goldfinch,  Slate-col.  Junco,  Tree  Sparrow,  Song  Sparrow. 

TOTAL  SPECIES  AND  SUBSPECIES  observed  in  January  -  86 
Pyrata : 

Volumn  20,  jj- 12  Solitary  Yireo  -  eliminate  Woldman  as  observer 

"  "  "  Myrtle  Warbler  "  "  "  " 

"  «  "  Crossbills  "  "  "  " 

"  "  "  N  orthom  Horned  Lark  -  Grand  Is.  should  read  Bedell  Rd.,  G.I. 

"  "  "  Migrant  Shrike  —  Lockport  -  should  read  East  Wilson 


Addenda : 

Whistling  Swan 
Gray  Shrike 
Pine  Grosbeak 


Dec.  24,  1954  1 

Oct.  23,  1954  1 

Dec.  2  1934  6 


Chaut .  L.  Outlet 
Thorold 
Niagara  Falls 


Rasmussen,  Parker 
3a li  sbury 
Heilboms 


CAN  A  SIGHT  RECORD  BE  SCIENTIFIC? 

Ornithology  is  defined  by  Webster  as  "that  branch  of  zoology  which  treats  of 
birds."  Zoology  is  "the  science  which  treats  of  animals."  Ornithology,  then,  is  a 
science.  This  means  of  course  that  bird  study  is  ornithology  only  if  it  follows  the 
principles  of  science.  (13) 
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Admittedly,  most  present-day  birding  can  not  honestly  be  called  ornithology  and, 
as  we  shall  see,  most  published  sight  records  of  birds  also  fail  to  achieve  that 
standard.  But  lot  no  one  make  the  mistake  of  judging  this  birding  and  these  records 
therefore  to  be  of  no  value?  Both,  in  fact,  do  possess  many  values,  some  of  which 
are  essently  unrolled  to  ornithological  ends,  others  more  or  less  distantly  related, 
and  still  others  more  closely.  It  is  important  for  us  to  understand  that,  further¬ 
more,  amateur  birding  and  publishing  of  unverifiable  records  (if  the  more  improbable 
ones  are  at  least  investigated  and  censored),  rather  than  deserving  anyone*s  scorn, 
actually  support  and  lay  the  groundwork  for  true  ornithology  in  more  ways  than  any¬ 
one  is  likely  to  think.  But  the  fact  still  remains  —  they  are  not  ornithology.  We 
must  concede  that  this  is  likewise  true  of  most — but  by  no  means  all — of  the 
’’Noteworthy  Records’’  published  in  The  Prothonotary,  It  might  be  best  if  most  or  all 
of  our  ’’Noteworthy  Records”  met  at  least  the  minimum  standards  of  ornithology,  if  it 
were  reasonably  convenient  to  make  them  do  so.  At  this  early  stage  in  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  bird  study,  however,  it  is  not  reasonably  convenient,  and  the  publication  of 
unscientific  reports  is  better  than  keeping  no  public  records  at  all.  Most  of  The 
Prothonotary* s  more  unusual  ’’Noteworthy  Records”  have  varying  degrees  of  verifiabil¬ 
ity — perhaps  equaled  in  this  respect  by  few  if  any  similar  published  lists  of  sight 
records  anywhere— and,  as  we  gain  increased  understanding  of  the  ways  of  science,  we 
may  reasonably  expect  our  future  records  to  be  still  more  scientifically  valuable. 

If  we  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  take  our  name  seriously  and  wish  to 
live  up  to  it,  must  we  collect  every  rarity  before  we  can  call  it  an  official  ’’B.O.S, 
approved  record”?  Or,  if  sight  records  may  ever  be  considered  ’’ornithological,” 
what  principles  of  science  should  we  know  in  order  to  judge  what  we  can  do  to  make 
our  more  important  field  observations  and  reports  meet  the  requirements  for 
scientific  reliability?  Among  the  principles  that  are  generally  agreed  upon  by 
those  who  are  considered  competent  to  define  science,  a  few  of  the  most  pertinent 
are  presented  here: 

1,  Science  is  a  body  of  exact  knowledge. 

2.  This  knowledge  is  published  or  otherwise  publicly  recorded  so  as  to  be  permanently 
av  ailable  to  any  qualified  person. 

3,  Based  on  the  accepted  premise  that  anyone  may  make  a  mistake  or  be  wrong  about 
anything  at  any  time,  scientific  knowledge  must  be  verified  and  publicly  verifi¬ 
able,  This  means  not  only  that  it  must  have  been  tested,  but  also  that  any  item 
of  scientific  record  must  be  verifiable  at  any  time  upon  request  by  any  qualified 
specialist  who  may  wish  to  check  or  test  it  for  his  own  satisfaction* 

4,  Most  philosophers  of  science  believe  that  everything  is  relative,  and  that  there 
are  no  absolutes  in  reality^  but  only  in  our  concepts  of  reality.  This  important 
principle  affects  the  correc  tness  of  our  thinking  in  nearly  all  problems  of  the 
kind  we  are  discussing.  Nothing  is  either  absolutely  scientific  or  absolutely 
unscientific.  Also  nothing  has  absolute  certainty;  instead,  the  existen  ce  or 
validity  of  anything  is  thought  of  in  terms  of  a  degree  of  probability  determined 
by  the  relative  amount  and  value  of  the  verifying  evidence. 

5.  Science  attempts  to  classify  all  knowledge  according  to  natural  laws  of  cause  and 
effect.  It  studies  ce^,:al  relationships.  The  only  scientific  purpose  for  record¬ 
ing  facts  is  to  add  to  man*s  understanding  of  the  laws  of  cause  and  effect  so  that 
ho  may  make  predictions. 

6.  Most  scientis  ts  are  deeply  sincere.  Their  sincerity  is  attested  by  their  deep 
devotion  to  the  processes  and  goals  of  finding  and  publishing  reliable  knowledge, 
and  of  acquiring  understanding,  as  contrasted  with  their  very  slight  concern  as  to 
whether  they  are  ever  categorized  by  the  name  ’’scientist.”  They  do,  of  course, 
however,  seek  the  approval  of  those  whose  methods  and  results  they  admire  and 
whose  opinions  they  respect.  This  indeed,  in  a  nutshell,  is  the  philosophy  of  the 
scientist • 


Of  all  these  requirements,  that  of  public  verifiability  is  one  of  the  hardest  to 
understand.  It  is  this  criterion,  in  its  relation  to  sight  records  of  birds,  with 
which  the  present  discussion  mostly  deals. 

(14) 
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What  is  meant  by  public  verifiability?  We  know  that  a  properly  labeled 
museum  specimen  is  ordinarily  considered  adequate  verification  for  a  record.  Such 
a  record  is  scientific  because  every  competent  ornithologist  who  has  ever  seen  the 
specimen  has  been  adequately  convinced  that  it  is  sufficiently  valid  evidence  for  the 
record,  and  because  the  specimen  continues  to  be  available  for  examination  by  any¬ 
one.  As  long  as  the  specimen  remains  both  available  and  convincing,  then,  the 

record  is  verifiable.  The  availability  of  the  proof  to  anyone  gives  the  record 
"public  verifiability." 

For  a  sight  record,  however,  no  direct  objective  evidence  remains  after  the 
bird  has  flown.  How  then  might  a  sight  record  acquire  public  verifiability?  Pro¬ 
bably  the  only  way  is  by  placing  a  thoroughly  convincing  written  account  of  the 
observ  ation  in  a  publicly  known,  permanently  available  file. 

It  is  easy  to  understand  how  a  collected  specimen,  a  photograph,  or  a  good 
sound  recording  might  be  satisfactory  substantiation  for  a  record,  but  to  some 
persons  it  is  not  clear  how  a  written  account  of  a  sight  record  could  be  accepted  as 
adequate  verification.  True,  even  a  well-written  account  is  seldom  as  completely 
convincing  as  are  the  kinds  of  concrete  evidence  just  named.  Some  ornithologists 
even  refuse  to  recognize  such  an  account  as  sciehtific  at  all,  because  it  is  one  or 
two  steps  away  from  the  direct  evidence.  In  the  hands  of  an  analytically-minded 
ornithologist  with'  a  fair  understanding  of  psychological  and  logical  principles, 
howev  er,  it  is  none-the-less,  more  than  mere  testimony;  it  is  evidence.  When 
published  or  otherwise  publicly  available,  it  makes  many  things  about  the  record 
publicly  verifiable.  The  record  therefore,  in  the  eyes  of  some,  may  be  a  contribu¬ 
tion  to  science,  a  goal  which  can  never  be  legitimately  achieved  by  sight  records 
that  lack  available  verifiability. 

Of  what,  one  might  ask,  is  such  a  written  account  evidence?  For  one  thing,  it 
may  be  evidence  of  the  probable  validity  of  the  observer’s  sense  impressions.  This 
validity  may  be  judged  by  the  reporter’s  description  of  the  conditions  of  the  ob¬ 
servation — such  as  light,  nearness,  length  of  time  observed,  habitat,  and  optical 
equipment;  as  well  as  also  merely  by  what  the  writer  includes  and  fails  to  include 
in  his  description.  The  critical  censor  bases  his  judgment  on  comparison  of  the 
details  of  the  report  with  his  own  knowledge  and  experiehce.  Secondly,  such  an 
account  is  descriptive  evidence  of  the  adequacy  of  the  observed  direct  evidence  (the 
observed  diagnostic  marks  and  habits);  also  of  the  observer’s  care  in  checking 
those  field  marks.  Thirdly,  it  may  supply  ev  idence  of  the  validity  of  the  reasoning 
that  led  from  the  observed  facts  to  the  particular  identification  reported. 

Fourthly,  a  discerning  scientific  reader  can  often  detect  in  the  write-up  signs  of 
cither  conscious  or  unconscious  honesty  or  dishonesty,  and  of  competence  or 
incompot ence. 

To  what  extent  may  a  sight  record  attain  scientific  acceptance  on  the  grounds 
of  adequate  written  verification?  As  already  stated,  there  are  some  ornithologists 
who  would  not  give  it  any  scientific  rating  at  all.  Others  would  grant  it 
ornithological  recognition,  but  never  in  the  same  category  with  records  supported 
by  specimens;  it  w0uld  always  require  some  special  reference,  in  their  opinion,  in 
order  to  point  out  its  lower  reliability  value.  There  are  still  other  ornithologists 
who  would  unhesitatingly  include  such  a  record  in  the  same  list  with  records  based 
on  museum  specimens.  We  might  as  well  face  it,  however,  that  some  of  the  scientists 
in  the  two  f irst-ipenti  oned  groups  state  that  anyone  who  does  this  is  not  an 
ornithologist  (meaning  not  "scientific").  Members  in  each  of  the  above  groups 
con  tend  that  those  in  the  other  two  are,  for  various  reasons,  incompetent  to  judge 
who  does  or  does  not  have  a  right  to  be  called  an  ornithologist,  or  to  judge  which 
of  these  practices  are  or  are  not  scientific. 

Such  debates  within  the  higher  ranks  are  frequent,  but  are  nearly  always  primar¬ 
ily  intellectual  or  practical  rather  than  emotional.  Scientists  actually  enjoy 
them  andrecognize  them  as  a  highly  beneficent  practice.  They  are,  in  fact,  part  of 
the  "scientific  method."  (15) 
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The  importance  of  what  constitutes  competence  becomes  more  evident  when  we 
learn  that  any  fairly  thorough  and  specific  definition  of  science,  to  be  most  fully 
acceptable*  would  have  to  include  some  such  qualifying  phrase  as  "in  the  opinion  of 
a  majority  of  competent  philosophers  of  science  and  their  supporters e"  The  decision 
as  t<p  who  are  competent  rests?  of  course.,  upon  persons  who  are  "competent”  to  decile 
who  is  competent.  This  sort  of  thing  becomes  a  continuous  chain.  But  who  are  the 
ultimate  competent s  at  the  end  of  the  chain?  If  they  could  be  found,  then  we  could 
know  them  to  be  the  ones  whom  we  could  hold  responsible  for  defining  what  is  or  is 
not  science.  But  the  chain  divides  repeatedly,  parts  of  it  forming  a  circle  and 
parts  dwindling  away  into  infinity. 

The  borders  between  what  is  and  what  is  not  science,  then,  are  not  everywhere 
clearly  defined,  but  in  some  respects  are  a  matter  of  authoritative  opinion,  with 
most  of  the  authorities,  however,  agreeing  on  the  main  principles.  We  of  lesser 
authority  can  not  try  to  redefine  the  main  principles  to  fit  our  lesser  abilities, 
without  earning  for  ourselves  deserved  rebuke  from  the  very  ones  we  wish  to  emulate. 

Of  course  the  authorities  sometimes  disagree  among  themselves  in  many  of  the 
details.  If  we  wish  our  records  to  have  a  chance  for  any  sciehtific  rating,  our 
methods  of  observing  and  recording  will  have  to  be  such  as  to 'iplace  them  at  least 
within  the  disputed  borderline  area. 

Science  expects  that  in  an  acceptable  record  the  probability  of  a  correct 
identification  shall  be  "practically  10C>7«"  and  that  there  shall  be  "no  reasonable 
doubt."  A  "reasonable"  doubt  is  one  that  can  be  defended  by  giving  a  valid  reason 
for  feeling  any  "practic  al"  doubt  whatever.  Yet  scientists  are  never  "absolutely 
sure." 

Nothing  is  ever  "absolutely  certain";  there  is  always  the  "shadow  of  a  doubt"; 
yet  in  regard  to  accepted  scientific  data  there  must  be  "no  reasonable  doubt," 
Unfortunately  there  are  no  objective  criteria  by  which  these  fine  differences  can 
always  be  determined.  Little  wonder  that  censors  sometimes  differ  on  the  accepta¬ 
bility  of  a  verifying  report. 

Sience  has  provided  a  way  of  solving  this  problem,  however,  by  its  practice  of 
"accepting"  a  record  only  if  there  has  been  universal  acceptance  of  it  by  all  the 
qualified  critics  who  may  have  expressed  a  reasoned  opinion  about  it;  if,  however, 
even  a  single  sincere  and  able  investigator  publishes  what  he  considers  a  reason  for 
even  slight  doubt,  the  record  thenceforth  is  not  in  good  scientific  standing.  If 
it  is  thereafter  mentioned  at  all  by  other  authors,  its  acceptability  must  be 
qualified  in  some  appropriate  way.  Or,  if  an  author  publicly  gives  it  equal  rating 
with  universally  validated  records,  he  must  effectively  and  publicly  refute  the 
reasoning  of  the  worker  who  expressed  what  he  believed  to  be  the  reasonable  doubt. 
Failing  to  follow  any  of  these  practices  leaves  one’s  methods  open  to  the  charge 
of  being  unscientific  -  that  is,  inadequately  reliab  le. 

These  principles  sound  strict  and  pe£f ectioni sti«c.  In  fact  they  are  just  that. 
It  would  not  be  true  to  call  them  idealistic,  however,  because  insofar  as  ornitholo¬ 
gists  have  been  ornithological,  they  have  indeed  strictly  adhered  to  them.  It  may 
be  noted,  for  example,  that  reports  of  avifaunal  studies — such  as  nearly  all  of  the 
sta  te  bird  books  and  published  local  lists,  most  of  which  contain  number  of  rea¬ 
sonably  very  doubtful  and  completely  unverifiable  records — rightly  avoid  using  any 
form  of  the  word  "ornithology"  in  the  title.  One  of  the  great  ornithological  oppor¬ 
tunities  of  the  future  is  the  publication  of  similar  regional  avifaunal  reports 
based  entirely  on  adequately  verifiable  records. 

The  "science  concept;#  is  perhaps  man’s  greatest  achievement.  It  i  s  a  two-part 
concept  of  a  permanent  competitive-cooperative  enterprise  for  all  mankind,  based  on 
an  intense  love  of  truth  or  a  deep  craving  for  understanding.  It  is  a  concept  that 
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includes  (1)  a  method,  to  be  evolved,  improved  upon,  and  conscientiously  used,  that 
more  effectively  finds  truth  or  at  least  reliable  knowledge  than  doers  any  other 
known  method,  and  (2)  &  publicly  available  body  of  systematized  verifiable  knowledge 
that  includes  only  knowledge  that  has  been  acquired  and  tested  by  this  method. 

The  nQiehde  concept  is  strict  and  perfec  tionistic,  but  when  wo  consider  all 
that  it  done  for  man  find  his  progress,  who  would  wish  to  lower  its  standards? 

The  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  is  being  one  of  the  pioneers  in  the  experimental 
effort  to  make  sight  records  of  birds  meet  scientific  standards.  Whether  some  of 
those  ornithologists  who  may  bo  best  informed  on  the  criteria  of  scientific 
acceptability  will  someday  recognize  some  of  our  sight  records  as  being  adequately 
verifiable  to  be  called  scientific,  only  time  will  tell.  But  whether  we  fail  or 
succeed  in  our  efforts  to  meet  the  minimum  standards  for  being  ornithological,  at 
least  we  Will  have  tried  sincerely  to  respect  and  to  live  up  to  our  name  to  the 
best  of  our  knowledge  and  ability,  and  will  have  made  many  unusually  reliable  contri¬ 
butions  to  the  knowledge,  even  if  not,  strictly  speaking,  to  the  science,  of  birds. 
Win  or  loso,  wo  have  a  challenging  and  a  profitable  venture  for  all  those  with  tie 
scientific  spirit. 


Harold  H.  Axtell 


MONROE  COUNTY  CHICKADEE  MIGRATION 


By  far  the  most  outstanding  bird  activity  of  the  autumn  in  Monroe  County  was 
the  large  migration  of  Black-capped  Chickadees  from  October  9  to  the  middle  of 
November, 

Early  on  October  9  Chickadees  in  flocks  of  fifty  to  a  hundred  were  flying 
eastward  closely  paralleling  the  Lake  Ontario  shore.  Flying  low  between  hedgerows, 
groves,  orchards,  and  tall  trees,  or  flying  high  over  open  country  and  spits  cf 
Braddock’s  Bay,  they  presented  an  amazing  sight.  Driving  along  the  Lakeshore 
Parkway,  one  could  at  times  observe  small  flocks  crossing  low  over  the  roadway. 

About  11  A.M,  Walt  Listman  and  I  clocked  the  flight  at  Payne  Beach  Road,  This 
became  our  favorite  tallying  place. 

This  is  the  situation  at  Payne  Beach:  the  road  runs  north  and  south  and  ends 
at  the  shoreline.  About  two  hundred  feet  from  the  shore  and  parallel  to  it,  is  a 
nine  hundred  foot  hedgerow,  which  ends  a  short  distance  west  of  the  road.  This  is 
the  only  oast -west  hedgerow  north  of  the  Parkway  although  there  are  a  few  scattered 
bushes  close  to  the  beach.  The  flight  line  extended  from  a  small  grove  southeast 
to  the  hedgerow  and  then  east  to  the  end  of  the  hedgerow,  a  fifteen  foot  tree 
(probably  maple).  Here  the  birds  collected  and  paused.  Then  they  flew  a  short 

distance  to  somo  shrubs  along  the  road,  then  across  the  road,  and  then  high  over  a 

group  of  cottages. 

These  are  our  records  for  the  three  most  fruitful  days  at  Payne  Beach: 

10,900  on  October  9  (Listman,  Van  Beurden) 

12,000  M  "  12  (Listman) 

4,500  M  M  17  (Van  Beurden) 

These  numbers  are  based  on  birds  recorded  at  the  Payne  Beach  hedgerow  although  much 
smaller  numbers  of  birds  were  following  the  hedgerows  south  of  the  Parkway.  How 
far  inland  the  flight  extended  I  do  not  know,  but  it  was  at  least  a  quarter  of  a 
mile  at  Shore  Acres.  At  the  Payne  Beach  hedgerow  the  concentrated  flight  .allowed 
accurate  counting.  The  flights  would  start  soon  after  dawn.  We  observed  the  flight 

only  until  about  2  P.M.  each  day,  and  we  do  not  know  how  many  birds  may  have  passed 

after  this  time.  The  above  totals  are  based  on  five-minute  counts  taken  at  various 
times  on  the  throe  days.  We  also  took  several  fifteen-minute  counts.  On  October  9 
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five-minute  counts  gave  results  from  13  to  49  birds  per  minute.  After  much, 
deliberation,  Walt  and  I  decided  on  25  birds  per  minute  for  the  seven  hours  during 
which  we  watched  intermittently.  The  method  was  to  have  one  observer  count  and  the 
other  time  him. 

Several  smaller  counts  brought  our  total  to  approximately  31*000  Black- capped 
Chickadees  migrating  in  October  and  November. 

On  most  days  when  wo  observed  migrations,  the  weather  was  sunny  with  moderate 
temperatures  and  south,  southwest,  or  west  winds  of  zero  to  fifteen  miles  per  hour. 
We  did  not  observe  migrations  on  rainy  days  or  when  tho  wind  was  from  the  north  or 
east.  On  one  such  adverse  day  I  observed  small  numbers  flying  west.  Since  there 
were  many  favorable  days  in  October,  since  we  were  in  the  field  on  only  a  few  of 
these  days,  and  since  we  based  our  records  mostly  on  birds  passing  the  Bayne  Beach 
hedgerow,  it  can  be  said  that  many  birds  went  unrecorded. 

We  noted  very  small  numbers  of  other  birds  migrating  with  the  Chickadees,  In 
order  of  abundance,  these  were  White-breasted  Nuthatch,  Red-breasted  Nuthatch,  Downy 
Woodpecker,  Bluojay,  Gold on- crowned  Kinglet,  and  one  Brown-capped  Chickadee.  Also 
in  conjunction  with  tho  Chickadee  movement  there  was  a  decided  incursion  of  Tufted 
Titmice;  seven  were  reported  between  October  2  and  November  25,  all  from  the  lake- 
shore;  one  of  these  was  flying  west  with  Chickadees.  In  recent  years  previous  to 
1954  the  Titmouse  had  been  reported  in  our  area  only  two  or  three  times  per  year. 

And  now,  wo  have  seven  i  n  eight  weeks.  Since  this  species  often  associates  with 
Chickadees,  it  is  logical  to  assume  that  the  Titmice  followed  their  smaller 
relatives  into  our  area. 

Sidelight s  -  I  had  to  release  a  trapped  Chickadee  which  had  flown  into  my  car. 
An  observer,  high  in  tho  Sibley  Tower  Building  in  central  Rochester,  reported  two 
Chickadees  flying  by. 

Question  -  Where  was  the  source  of  the  flight?  -  in  the  direction  of  Hamilton, 
Ontario?  -  or,  less  likely,  Erie,  Pennsylvania?  Perhaps  the  next  copies  of  local 
ornithological  bulletins  will  contain  the  answers, 

Harry  VanBourden 


NOTE; 

"Know  Your  Binoculars”,  a  pamphlet  by  Robert  J,  and  Elsa  Reicherts,  very 
clearly  describes  the  mechanics  of  binoculars  and  field  glasses  and  gives  much 
valuable  information  as  an  aid  in  choosing  optical  equipment  for  the  individuals 
particular  use.  Through  means  of  diagrams,  illustrations,  and  clear  and  concise 
reading  matter,  the  writers  clarify  many  questions  which  confront  the  purchaser  in 
his  choice  of  glasses.  There  are  good  comparative  descriptions  of  Galilean  glasses 
and  binoculars.  Checking  for  alignment,  care,  use,  and  all  general  matter  about 
optical  material  receive  very  good  coverage. 

This  pamphlet  may  be  hod  free  of  charge  by  writing  Mirakel  Repair  Co., 

14  W.  First  Street,  Mt ,  Vernon,  New  York.  Merely  xaention  your  affiliation  with  the 
Buffalo  Ornithological  Society. 

A.  E.  U. 


PROGRAM  -  MEETINGS 

Regular  meetings  are  in  the  Humboldt  Room  of  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  at  8:00 
P.M.  on  Wednesdays. 

March  9  -  Sanctuary  Plans  and  Discussion  by  Walter  KLabunde.  Museum  film  ’’Woodland 
Birds".  (18) 


Program 1-M0 et  i n gs  ( con  *  t . ) 

March  23  -  "John  Burroughs*  America"  -  Book  Review  by  Lena  Tumor,  Plan  Spring 

Duck  Census  -  Leader:  Robert  D.  Coggo shall.  Study  Skin  Quiz. 
April  13  -  Film  -  "Spying  on  New  Hampshire  Wildlife".  Report  of  Spring  Duck 

Census  -  R.D.  Coggesh.nl  1.  Study  Skin  Display  -  Warblers. 

Saturday,  April  lb  -  8:00  P.M,  -  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  -  We  will  meet  with 

members  of  the  Cleveland  Audubon  Society. 


Saturday,  April  30  -  Dinner  Meeting.  Speakers:  Dr.  W.W.H.  Gunn,  Field  Representa¬ 
tive  of  the  Federation  of  Ontario  Naturalists  will  present  his 
recordings  of  bird  voices.  Mr.  James  Baillie,  Research  Assistant  to 
the  Division  of  Ornithology  of  the  Royal  Ontario  Museum  will  talk  on 
new  records  of  Ontario  birds.'  Meeting  time  and  place  will  be 
announced  later. 


PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 


Sunday,  March  6  -  Grand  Island  including  sanctuaries  -  Leader:  Marie  Wendling 

(PL.  6623).  Meet  at  7*.  30  A.M.  at  Sheri  den  and  Delaware. 

Sunday,  March  13  -  South  shore  of  Lake  Erie  and  Presque  Isle  -  Leader:  James 

Braunbems  (FR.  2371)*  Meet  at  7:00  A.M.  at  Buffalo  Cit^r  Hall. 
Sunday,  March  20  -  Canadian  shore  of  Lake  Erie  .  Loader:  Bernard  Nathan  (GR.  0673)* 


Moot  at  7:30  A.M.  at  the  Peace  Bridge. 

Sunday,  March  27  -  Sinks  and  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  with  Canadian  Birders  -  Leader: 

Harold  D.  Mitchell  (VI.  2387).  Meet  at  University  Plaza  at 
7:00  A.M.  or  Rainbow  Bridge,  Niagara  Falls  at  9:00  A.M. 

Sunday,  April  3  ~  Spring  Duck  Census  -  Leader:  R.D.  CoggoshaLl,  33  Linda  Drive, 

Apt.  4-2,  Buffalo  23,  N.Y.  (PL.  0120). 

Every  Saturday,  April  16  to  June  1  -  Bird  Walks  in  Delaware  Park.  Meet  at  'Windsor 

Ave.  and  Rumsey  Road  at  7:00  A.M. 

Sunday,  April  17  -  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  with  members  of  the  Cleveland  Audubon  Society, 

Leader:  Maurice  Ward  (WI.  2739).  Meet  at  University  Plaza  at 
7:00  A.M. 

Saturday,  April  23  -  Southern  Tier.  Leader:  Dr.  Willard  Stanley.  Buffalo  Leader: 

Harold  Mitchell  (VI.  2387).  Meet  at  Buffalo  City  Hall  at 
6:30  A.M. 

Sunday,  April  24  -  Spring  Hawk  Flight  -  Rochester.  Leader:  Dr.  David  Greene 

(EL.  2318).  Meet  at  University  Plaza  at  7:30  A.M. 

Saturday,  April  30  -  Grand  Island  Sanctuary.  Leader:  Walter  Klabunde  (Lewiston 

6-2424).  Meet  at  Delaware  and  Sheridan  at  7:30  A.M. 


NOTE: 

For  centuries  tho  wing  of  the  goose  provided  the  quill  used  to  write  with 
ink.  Even  after  the  steel  pen  came  into  use,  and  later  the  fountain  and  ball  point 
types,  the  name  pen  continued  in  use.  This  name  is  derived  from  the  latin  "penna" 
moaning  feather. 


from  -  The  Ohmite  News 


Please  mail  your  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  third  day  of  the 
following  month  to  Cyril  T.  Wolfling,  Box  87,  Aldon,  New  York. 

FDITOR:  Ray  McCann,  39  Anderson  Place,  Buffalo  22,  New  York. 

TREASURER:  Frederick  Vanderbles,  4826  North  Harlem  Road,  Snyder  21,  New  York 
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THE  MONTH 

After  two  weeks  of  nearly  normal  February  weather,  every  one  of  the  last  14 
days  was  so  much  warmer  than  usual  for  this  season  that  the  average  temperature  for 
the  month  as  a  whole  was  3*2  degrees  above  normal.  Precipitation  was  close  to 
normal.  Maple  sap  collections  started  cn  the  19th.  The  warmth,  however,  did  not 
produce  any  unusually  early  bird  movements.  Several  Robins  reported  near  mid-month 
could  have  been  either  exceptionally  early  migrants  or,  more  likely,  wintering 
individuals.  A  wintering  Myrtle  Warbler  survived  throughout  the  month  at  Hamburg. 
Something  appears  to  have  happened  to  our  Pine  Grosbeak  visitation;  this  species 
was  not  reported  in  February.  Wild  Turkeys  have  been  reported  at  last  outside  of 
Allegany  State  Park  to  its  west* 

Harold  H.  Axtell 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


indicates  first  record  of  the  year 


*D,-cr.  Cormorant 

Feb  . 

26 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Elderkin 

Whistling  Swan 

it 

19 

2 

Chaut.  Lake  Outlet 

Robinson,  Sundell, 
Parker 

Sharp-sh.  Hawk 

it 

several  times  Wellsville 

McMurt ry 

ii 

3 

1 

Hamburg 

Bacon 

n 

9 

1 

Lewi sto  n 

KLabundes 

ti 

20 

1 

Hyde  Park 

ii 

*Red- shouldered  Hawk  ” 

20 

1 

Camp  Rd *^So  .W.Blvd* 

Faul  ,Wind  so  r,  Graham 
Rathbun 

Bald  Eagle 

ti 

20 

2 

Navy  Island, Ont. 

Tulinof fs 

h 

20 

1 

Beaver  Is. St .Pk. 

ii 

it 

20 

2 

n  ti  it  n 

McCanns 

ii 

22 

.2 

it  ii  ii  ii 

Webst  er 

^Turkey 

it 

13 

7 

Bone  Run 

Elderkin 

Iceland  Gull 

n 

20 

1 

Grand  Island 

Tulinoff s 

Mourning  Dove 

ii 

20 

30 

Swan  Rd. 

KLabundes 

n 

26 

l 

Varysburg 

Wo If ling 

it 

27 

28 

E. River  Rd.,  G.I. 

F.M.  Rew 

Snowy  Owl 

„  3 

,13-18 

1,1 

Cayuga  Rd .  ,Wlmsv . 

Wendling 

it 

4 

1 

Niagara  Falls 
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Snowy  Owl(  con  H . ) 

Feb. 

3 

1 

Thorold ,0nt . 

Flue 11 on 

it 

18 

1 

Bay  View  Rd.,Mmbg. 

Schoepperle,  rep.Bacon 

Short -eared  Owl 

n 

6,12 

7,1 

Hyde  park 

Klabundes 

it 

13,25 

1.1 

Model  Town 

n 

tt 

16 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

Roger  son 

Tufted  Titmouse 

all 

.  month 

2 

Wei lsville (Davies) 

McMurt  ry 

Carolina  Wrfti 

it 

11 

1 

Hamburg 

Bacon 

tt 

11 

2 

Wei lsville 

Chenault  s  rep  .McMurt  ry 

Feb . 

1-17 

1 

Lewist on 

Klabundes 

ti 

0 

tm 

2 

We 11s ville 

Davies,  rep. McMurt ry 

it 

19 

1 

Chaut.  Lake  outlet 

Sundell,  Robinson,  rep 
Parker 

Robin 

n 

13-16 

1 

Wellsville 

McMurt  ry 

n 

16 

1 

Water  Valley 

Bacon 

n 

18,20 

1,1 

Niagara  Falls (Feeder) 

Tulin off s 

ii 

21 

3 

Jamestown 

Elderkin 

Gray  Shrike 

tt 

4,5 

1,1 

Lewiston 

Klabundes 

tt 

5 

1 

Alden 

Wolf ling 

tt 

13-22 

1-2 

Niagara  Co. 

Klabundes 

tt 

19 

1 

Hamburg 

F.M.  Rew 

ii 

20 

2 

Grand  Island 

Tulinoff s 

ii 

22 

1 

Thorold, Ont . 

FluaLlon 

Myrtle  Warbler 

all 

month 

1 

Lombardy  Lane,Hmbg. 

Bacon 

Evening  Grosbeak 

ii 

12 

37,15  East  Aurora 

Knox 

tt 

10-2  3 

29  (ma 

x)Hamb urg 

Bacon 

n 

21 

14 

And  ove  r 

McMurt ry 

tt 

25 

34 

Bo  st  on  IC. 

McCann,  A.  Dietrich 

Purple  Finch 

ii 

15 

2 

Well sville 

McMurt ry 

Lapland  Longspur 

n 

17 

5 

Swan  Road 

Klabundes 

Snow  Bunting 

ii 

1 

27 

Alden 

Wol fling 

n 

2 

25 

Wellsville 

McMurtry 

ii 

7 

125 

Lancaster 

Wolfling 

ii 

13 

55 

Cresent  Bark, Ont. 

F.M.  Rew,  Wondlings, 
Webster,  Rathbun 

n 

13 

10 

Eden  Valley  Bridge 

Bacon 

n 

16 

500 (max)  "  "  " 

11 

n 

19 

200 

ii  ii  n 

11 

addend/ 

Whistling  Swan 

Jan. 

22 

1 

Celeron 

Beal 

* Cat bird 

it 

29 

1 

Williamsville 

Mitchell  et  al 

Evening  Grosbeak 

ti 

22 

4 

Jamestown 

Beal 

Sparrow  Hawks  were  observed  throughout  the  month  by  several  observers. 

Species  previously  recorded  (including  Catbird  and  Sparrow  Hawk)  88 

Additional  species  recorded  in  February  __3 

Total  species  to  date  91 


an  analysis  of  the  reasons  for  writing  detailed  verifying  accounts  of 

UNUSUAL  SIGHT  RECORDS 


The  best  reason  I  know  fo  r  writin  g  detailed  verifying  accounts  of  unusual  si^it 
records  is  based  on  the  effects  of  the  increasing  prevalence  of  the  " scientific 
attitude."  I  know  of  no  better  way  to  clarify  this  reason  than  to  explain  a  little 
about  this  attitude  and  these  effects. 

It  is  a  natter  of  scientific  record,  easily  verifiable,  however,  by  common 
observation,  that  oven  when  people  are  are  most  certain  they  are  right,  they  are 
frequently  wrong.  But  all  knowledge  originates  in  observations  and  interpretations 
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by  human  beings— those  same  people  who  %re  proved  to  be  so  often  mistaken.  There¬ 
fore  science,  which  is  mankind* s  most  successful  method  of  obtaining  reliable 
knowledge,  requires  verification  and  verifiability  of  all  data  before  they  are  con¬ 
sidered  reliable  or  acceptable. 

Knowledge  of  this  universal  human,  fallibility  and  of  the  consequent  importance 
of  verification,  plus  a  great  love  of  truth  and  a  deep  craving  for  understanding 
are  the  essential  factors  constituting  what  is  called  the  "scientific  attitude." 

Many  who  are  not  professional  scientists  have  it,  and  many  professional  workers  in 
science  do  not  have  it,  though  science  itself  is  entirely  based  on  it.  Persons 
possess  it  in  varying  degrees.  To  those  who  possess  it  in  a  hi$i  degree,  it  is  an 
inspiring*  satisfying  philosophy  for  living.  Bird  students  as  a  group--with  many 
exceptions — have  a  proclivity  for  it.  Those  birders  who  have  the  most  of  it  , 
especially  the  most  awareness  of  human  fallibility,  tend  to  become  the  compilers, 
censors,  and  statisticians. 

It  is  very  probable  that,  when  our  present  bird  records  are  compiled  for  use  in 
some  future  publication  on  the  birds  of  our  area,  probably  between  20  and  75  years 
from  now,  that  future  compiler  will  have  the  scientific  attitude.  He  will  there¬ 
fore  bo  well-informed  of  the  possibility  of  our  having  committed  mistakes  and  will 
publish  our  unususl  sight  records  only  if  they  are  accompanied  by  adequate  written 
verification. 

It  is  natural  that  present-day  bird-watchers  should  wish  to  have  some  slight 
share  in  contributing  to  that  future  publication.  Toward  that  end,  insofar  as  we 
know  and  understand  the  above  facts,  trends,  and  probabilities,  if  we  are  logical 
we  must  inevitably  wish  to  send  in  verifying  write-ups  for  the  files. 

For  those  who  hope  that  this  future  compiler  may  not  be  scientific,  there  is 
little  encouragement.  The  very  abundance  of  unlikely  sight  records  would  still 
compel  him  to  do  some  culling  and  selecting.  It  would  go  hard  with  the  records  of 
observers  he  did  not  know  and  who  at  the  same  time  did  not  supply  written  detailed 
verification.  And  he  would  not  be  likely  to  know  us. 

That  is  the  explanation  why  many  of  us  writ e  verifying  descriptions  of  our 
unusual  bird  observations. 

In  order  to  understand  certain  other  important  reasons  for  writing  detailed 
accounts  of  valuable  sight  records,  it  is  necessary  to  know  why  in  the  first  place 
bird-watchers  wish  their  records  to  be  published  at  all.  Then  it  can  be  determined 
whether  censorship  is  (a)  necessary,  (b)  helpful  but  not  necessary,  or  (c)  detri¬ 
mental  in  accomplishing  these  purposes.  It  can  then  be  determined  whether  the  next 
stop,  namely,  requi red  written  verification  for  all  unusual  reports,  is  a  help  or  a 
detriment  to  adequate  censorship  and  to  the  major  purposes  of  the  contributors. 

People  who  do  general  birding  wish  their  records  to  be  published  for  3  major 
purposes: 

Purpose  1. —  To  see  their  names  in  print  for  presumably  having  achieved  something 
of  interest  and  value. 

This  gives  them  pleasure.  In  order  to  repeat  the  pleasure,  they  continue  to 
turn,  in  records  and  to  subscribe  to  the  journal  that  publishes  them.  This  gives 
pleasure  to  the  publishers.  They,  in  order  to  repeat  their  own  pleasure,  print  the 
contributors*  names  again  whenever  the  latter  earn  the  right.  Thus  the  cycle  is 
perpetuated. 


In  most  bird-study  groups,  however,  this  cycle  is  usually  broken  because  of 
failure  of  the  records  to  be  of  value.  This  failure  is  a  result  of  the  failure  of 
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censorship.  It  operates  by  the  fact  that  the  lack  of  censorship  permits  acceptance 
of  records  that  nearly  any  experienced  field  student  Can  easily  see  are  almost 
certainly  erroneous;  these  errors  subject  a  list  or  collection  of  records  to 
ridicule;  and  they  place  the  list,  its  contributors  and  sponsors  in  such  low  repute, 
that  the  value  of  the  list  disintegrates.  Everyone  loses  interest,  and  the  list 
fails.  As  to  why  so  few  bird  clubs  publish  lists  of  members*  noteworthy  records, 
this  is  perhaps  the  most  usual  reason,  i.e.,  lack  of  veil ue  of  the  records,  because 
of  unsuccessful  censorship.  If  the  periodical  publication  of  sight  records  is  to 
continue,  then,  censorship,  successful  at  least  to  some  degree,  seems  to  be 
necessary. 

One  of  tho  most  important  reasons  for  censorship,  though  often  overlooked,  is 
to  ’'save  face”  for  the  orni thologicall y  inexperienced  or  over-eager  enthusiast  who 
reports,  often  with  dynamic  certainty,  that  he  has  seen  some  great  rarity,  usually 
a  bird  considerably  outside  of  its  regular  range  or  season.  Especially  notorious 
as  an  example  of  this  sort  of  report  is  that  "traditional  beginner’s  error,”  the 
Blue  Grosbeak  report.  Many  a.  promising  beginner  has  acquired  not  only  ridicule,  but 
also  a  lasting  reputation  for  unreliability,  only  because  of  obtaining  publicity  for 
having  reported  a  Blue  Grosbeak  outside  of  its  known  range.  An  informed  and  kindly 
censor  would  have  explained  to  the  observer  why  it  would  be  better  for  his  reputa¬ 
tion  if  such  a  sight  record  were  not  published  and,  in  fact,  not  even  mentioned — 
even  if  in  reality  it  was  a  Blue  Grosbeak.  Obviously,  the  publication  of  a  hopeful 
enthusiast’s  record  that  brings  him  only  lasting  chagrin  fails  notably  in  enabling 
him  to  feel  that  he  has  achieved  something  of  value.  Censors  are  indeed  very 
necessary  to  "save  faces.” 

Purpose  2 . —  To  cooperate  in  a  project  that  enables  all  members  of  a  bird-study 
group  to  know  what  birds  of  interest  have  recently  been  observed; 

Most  members  of  such  groups  seem  to  understand  the  values  of  having  a  censor, 
who  will  cull  out  reports  of  questionable  validity.  Many  birders,  however,  do  not 
understand.  These  deserve  to  have  pointed  out  for  them  some  of  the  causes  of  the 
differences  between  their  views  and  those  of  persons  who  support  censorship.  Nearly 
all  who  oppose  the  culling  of  reports  are  either  uninformed  concerning  the  facts  of 
human  fallibility  or  are  victims  of  a  philosophy  that  says  to  disregard  such  facts — 
usually  a  combination  of  both.  Also  they  have  neither  experienced  nor  reasoned 
through  the  effec  ts  of  publishing  a  cooperative  list  of  sight  records  without  a 
censor.  Suppose  we  briefly  mention  some  of  these  effects. 

Without  a  censor,  tho  members  can,  of  course,  guess  at  the  probable  validity  of 
any  unusual  record,  using  the  reputation  of  the  observer  as  practically  the  only 
basis  for  the  guess.  In  practice,  however,  the  guessing  method  is  scon  found  to  be 
too  inconclusive  to  be  satisfying.  Also,  there  actually  is  censorship — by  oral 
rumor,  usually  based  on  the  past  reputation  of  the  observer.  This  insidious  oral 
censordiip  by  past  reputation  tends  to  create  in-groups  add  out-groups  and  other 
prejudices  and  tensions  that  are  so  socially  destructive  as  invariably  to  terminate 
unconsored  publication  of  records.  As  a  theoretical  alternative,  each  member  can 
himself  act  as  a  censor  by  personally  questioning  tho  reporter.  Since  unscientific 
observers  usually  get  angry  and  unfriendly,  however,  when  questioned  skeptically  by 
anyone  without  authority  to  do  so,  this  is  almost  never  carried  out,  and,  seven  if  it 
were,  it  would  obviously  be  highly  inefficient.  These  things  have  been  learned 
through  the  experiences  of  many  bird  clubs  over  many  years.  We  must  reasonably 
conclude  that  an  official  censor  is  not  only  useful,  but  necessary. 

Merely  having  an  active  censor  is  not  enough,  however,  to  solve  these  problems 
adequately,  even  if  ho  is  an  unusually  competent  one.  Many  strong  social  and 
psychological  pressures  are  exerted  upon  him  to  make  decisions  on  the  basis  of  these 
pressures  rather  than  on  the  qualifications  of  the  observation  in  question.  If  he 
tries  to  resist  those  variously  subtle  or  brazen  demands  for  special  privilege,  he 
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gets  little  or  no  credit  and  abundant  discredit.  It  is  not  likely  that  any  human 
being  could  hold  out  against  these  pressures  for  long,  without  some  special  kind  of 
assistance.  It  is  always  possible  for  a  conscientious  censor  to  find  excuses  for 
giving  in  to  them  without  even  being  aware  of  what  he  is  doing.  In  fact,  seme  of 
these  excuses  have  become  standardized — for  example,  in  what  might  be  called  the 
"authority  hoax,"  whereby  the  unusual  sight  records  of  so-called  "authorities"  are 
accepted  by  many  censors  without  question  and  published  in  the  same  category  of 
reliability  as  records  accompanied  by  complete  substantiation.  Since  it  is  known 
th^t  even  "authorities"  make  many  mistakes,  however,  this  practice  should  be 
recognized  as  favoritism,  injustice,  and  very  poor  ornithology. 

Requiring  that  detailed  verifying  accounts  of  all  unusual  sight  records  be 
written  and  permanently  filed  encourages  the  censors  to  criticize  all  records  with 
objectivity,  scientific  care,  honesty,  justice,  and  their  best  possible  judgment. 

The  permanent  availability  of  the  verifying  write-ups,  for  contributors  and  others 
to  examine  in  checking  the  work  of  the  censors,  is  a  great  incentive  to  the  latter 
to  do  their  work  well.  The  permanent  availability  of  the  accounts  is  also  a  bulwark 
of  Protection  for  the  censor  who  wishes  to  be  fair  and  honest  in  the  face  of  the 
threats  and  other  pressures  brought  against  him.  Thus  the  written  verifications 
make  for  better  censorship,  hence  more  reliability  in  the  accepted  records,  while 
assuring  the  contributors  of  a  minimum  of  favoritism  and  other  injustices. 

Purpose  3.  —  To  make  their  records  available  to  anyone,  anywhere,  anytime,  for 
general  reference  and  for  use  in  scientific  studies  and  other  publications  that  add 
to  man’s  knowledge  of  birds. 

It  is  only  by  making  the  knowledge  of  our  discoveries  publicly  available — 
beyond  the  membership  of  a  local  club — that  we  "make  contributions  to  science." 

The  last-named  purpose  supplies  perhaps  the  strongest  reason  for  writing 

detailed  verifications,  namely,  as  mentioned  previously,  in  order  to  supply  all  the 
convincing  particulars  of  our  identifications  to  any  skeptical  compiler  or  user  of 
our  records,  who  may  live  many  years  in  the  future  and  may  never  have  heard  of  us. 

In  order  to  understand  from  all  sides  the  problem  that  is  being  analyzed  in  this 
paper,  wo  should  also  consider  the  arguments  for  not  writing  verifying  accounts  of 
rarities,  and  we  should  give  a  logical  answer  for  each. 

1.  "Demanding  verifying  particulars  for  a  reported  observation  implies  doubt 
of  either  the  reporter’s  senses,  knowledge,  ability  to  think  straight,  or  honesty. 
This  insults  the  reporter,  who  will  of  course  resent  it  and  act  accordingly." 

An  honest  compiler  who  is  informed  of  the  facts  concerning  universal  human 
fallibility  cannot  honestly  escape  doubting  the  senses,  knowledge,  ability  to  think 
straight,  and  honesty  of  all  persons  at  all  times.  (Perhaps  it  should  be 
explained  that  some  persons  misconstrue  the  meaning  of  the  word  "doubt*"  To  them 
it  implies  that  anything  doubted  is  believed  to  be  "probably  wrong."  In  science, 
however,  to  doubt  is  to  "feel  uncertain."  This  of  course  implies  no  particular 
degree  of  possible  or  probable  error.  Science  always  doubts  until  all  reasonable 
doubt  is  adequately  refuted.)  When  a  reporter  is  doubted,  it  is  not  because  the 
doubting  compiler  thinks  this  particular  reporter  is  more  faulty  in  the  above 
qualities  than  other  persons  or  even  than  the  compiler  himself.  He  is  doubted  as 
a  matter  of  routine  based  upon  principle,  the  same  as  all  other  persons,  and  is  only 
being  treated  like  a  normal  human  being  that  science  includes  in  its  generalizations 
on  universal  human  fallibility.  If  he  feels  insulted  or  shows  resentment  or 
indignation,  he  is  showing  that  he  has  not  yet  learned  these  scientific  facts*  One 
cannot  hope  to  make  contributions  to  "reliable  knowledge"  (science)  without  his 
contributions  being  critically  investigated  for  all  kinds  of  possible  errors.  Only 
in  this  way  can  knowledge  become  reliable.  Even  the  greatest  and  most  respected 
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scientists  know  that  their  every  contribution  will  be  doubted  and  examined  minutely 
for  possible  errors  of  all  kinds.  This  is  the  way  of  science. 

2.  ”In  the  old  days  it  wasn’t  necessary  to  write  detailed  verifications.  Why 
is  it  now?” 

Turning  in  records  and  verification  is  part  of  a  process  by  which  mankind 
studies  and  learns  about  the  birds  of  an  area.  Widely  recognized  as  the  best 
method  of  learning  any  such  subject  matter  is  the  method  of  first  obtaining  a 
general  idea  of  the  subject  by  a  superficial  survey,  during  which- one  does  the  best 
he  can  without  following  any  very  strict  principles  or  procedures,  and  without 
being  too  fussy  about  details  or  accuracy.  General  bird  study  in  the  .past  and 
present  has  mostly  followed  this  pattern,  as  is  to  be  expected. 

Then  the  preliminary  survey  is  followed  by  a  more  thorough  and  accurate  study* 
This  is  followed  by  another  still  more  refined  analysis,  and  so  on.  In  good 
judgment,  one  does  not  try  to  add  to  his  knowledge  of  a  subject  by  repeatedly  going 
over  it  always  in  tho  same  way.  He  varies  bis  method  and  if  possible  tries  to 
improve  upon  it . 

The  relative  superficiality  and  inaccuracy  that  are  so  apparent  in  most  of  the 
past  and  present  sight  record  lists  and  the  avifaunal  publications  using  such  lists 
should  not  be  permitted  to  cast  unfavorable  reflections  on  their  basic  value  and 
importance.  They  are  pioneer  publications  in  this  still  early  era  in  the  history 
of  ornithology.  The  frequently  well-deserved  high  esteem  of  these  publications, 
their  authors,  and  their  contributors  does  not  mean,  however,  that  future  studies 
conducted  by  tho  same  unsystematic  methods  'and  published  with  similar  defects  of 
kind  and  degree  are  likely  to  win  equal  esteem.  Quite  the  contrary.  "In  the  old 
days  it  wasn’t  necessary  to  write  detailed  verifications.”  The  most  regrettable 
defect  in  tho  published  compilations  of  "the  old  days”  is  the  total  lack  of 
verifiability  of  many  highly  improbably  sight  records  that  would  have  been 
important,  if  verifiable,  but  which,  without  verification,  are  practically  value¬ 
less  and  some  of  which  are  even  detrimental  to  progress  in  bird-study.  They  very 
seriously  lower  the  quality  of  the  publications  in  which  they  are  included,  because 
critical  readers  consider  them  probable  mistakes.  It  is  to  be  expected  that  most 
future  compilers  and  writers  will  see  this  obvious  opportunity  for  improving  on 
these  earlier  and  present-da^r  avifaunal  lists  and  will  act  by  requiring  verifiabil¬ 
ity  for  unusual  records  in  their  own  publications. 

In  the  face  of  these  facts  and  probabilities,  it  would  seem  that  a  wise  bird¬ 
watcher,  interested  in  contributing  unusual  sight  records  for  use  in  a  future  pub¬ 
lication  on  the  birds  of  his  area,  would  at  least  accompany  all  such  records  with 
written  verification. 

3.  "Any  novice  can  copy  a  bird’s  description  out  of  a  book,  send  it  in,  and 
get  it  accepted.” 

Experience  shows  this  apprehension  to  be  almost  entirely  unwarranted — atleast 
when  minimum  standards  for  the  acceptability  of  verifying  write-ups  are  adequately 
high.  Very  possibly  the  reason  many  observers  are  concerned  over  this  potential 
source  of  errors  is  that  they  do  not  understand  how  thoroughly  convincing  a  verify¬ 
ing  account  must  bo,  if  it  is  to  satisfy  censors  that  are  adequately  critical. 

The  very  invalidity  of  the  above  argument  is  one  of  the  best  arguments  for 
requiring  detailed  verifying  write-ups.  Several  factors  contribute  to  make  the 
reports  of  beginners  an  insignificant  influence  as  a  source  of  error.  Firstly, 
novices  seldom  even  offer  written  verifying  descriptions  of  unusual  observations. 
Secondly,  most  of  those  that  they  do  turn  in  have  to  be  rejected  because  they  are 
inadequate  in  important  ways;  a  censor  observes  that  a  great  deal  of  birding 
experience  is  apparently  necessary  for  most  students  before  they  learn  to  check  their 
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birds  at  all  thoroughly  in  the  field.  Probably  on&y  an  observant  censor  has 
opportunity  to  discover  the  exbent  to  which  field  identification  of  birds  is 
assisted  by  guess  and  by  bluff.  The  use  of  these  "aids"  shows  up  in  certain  types 
of  omissions  from  the  verifying  desc  riptions.  Thirdly,  even  on  the  rare  occasions 
that  the  novice  mentions  all  the  right  things  ,  he  is  almost  sure  to  say  some  of 
them  in  ways  that  are  too  unconvincing.  Fourthly,  if  he  leans  too  heavily  on  a 
book  for  his  description,  even  if  he  tries  to  paraphrase  it,  his  copying  is  usually 
rt  onco  apparent  to  an  alert  censor;  and  if  he  fails  to  give  a  detailed  explanation 
of  specifically  why  and  how  he  used  the  book,  the  report  is  of  course  considered 
subject  to  suspicion  end  therefore  not  satisfactory.  Fix’thly,  conscious  dishonesty 
or  insincerity  ih  reporting  is  very  likely  to  be  discovered,  and,  because  of  that, 
the  perpetrator  is  so  likely  to  have  all  his  future  reports  laid  open  to  suspicion 
and  rejection  that  few  persons  with  the  degree  of  foresight  and  intelligence  of  the 
usual  bird-watcher  are  likely  to  attempt  these  frauds. 

4.  "Trying  to  write  a  verifying  description  that  has  to  meet  these  high 
standards  is  such  a  task  that  it  takes  too  much  of  the  fun  out  of  binding,  or  at 
least  takes  too  much  time.  As  a  consequence,  sojtb  birders  decide  to  stop  turning 
in  1 official*  reports  of  unusual  birds.” 

On  the  other  hand,  many  amateur  bird-watchers  do  find  that  the  favorable 
recognition  and  other  satisfactions  they  obtain  from  finding,  correctly  identifying, 
and  properly  reporting  an  unusual  bird  are  worth  the  time  and  trouble  of  writing 
adequate  verification.  It  i s  the  hope  of  these  birders  that  a  more  ample  under¬ 
standing  of  the  whole  problem  under  discussion  may  encourage  still  other  bird¬ 
watchers  with  more  or  less  scientific  bent  to  join  in  the  support  of  this  effort  to 
elevate  sight  records  and  observers  to  a  level  where  both  may  win  recognition  of 
greater  value  and  possibly  even  scientific  status. 

Some  ask  if  the  minimum  standard  for  acceptance  couldn't  be  "less  strict" 

(i.e.  lowered).  Of  course,  anyone  may  set  any  standard  he  wishes  for  himself,  as 
likewise  may  any  bird  club  for  itself.  But  since  noteworthy  birds  are  recorded 
only  so  that  the  records  may  be  noticed  and  used  by  anyone  who  is  interested,  one 
still  cannot  escape  the  critical  and  often  skeptical  questioning  of  one's  records 
by  their  users.  The  more  valued  the  use  to  which  the  records  are  put,  the  higher 
the  standard  likely  to  be  required  of  them.  One  may  lower  one's  own  standards, 
thereby  producing  records  of  inferior  reliabi lit y  and  value,  but  he  cannot  force 
those  who  might  use  his  records  to  lower  their  standards. 

SUMMARY.—  The  following  are  the  reasons  brought  out  in  this  paper  as  to  why  we  may 
wish  to  write  detailed  verifying  accounts  of  our  unusual  sight  records  and  place 
them  on  permanent  file: 

1  (a)  —  To  gain  the  personal  satisfaction  of  giving  our  own  sight  records 

infinitely  greater  reliability  and  acceptability  than  they  would  otherwise  de¬ 
serve. 

(b)  --  To  do  our  share  toward  elevating  sight  records  in  general  to  a  level  of 
greater  value  and  higher  repute. 

2.  —  To  try  to  satisfy  what  are  likely  to  be  the  minimum  requirements  of  the 
future  ornithologists  who  will  use  our  present  records  for  scientific  study  and 
publication. 

3.  —  Through  the  establishment  of  permanent  files  of  written  verifications, 
available  for  reference  and  examination  by  their  contributors, — to  enable  and 
encourage  all  c  ensors  (statisticians),  present  and  future,  to  censor  our  records 
with  a  high  degree  of  honesty,  justice,  and  scientific  objectivity. 

A  fourth  reason,  not  previously  discussed,  but  discoverable  after  one  has 
become  "verification-minded"  in  his  birding,  is  that  the  anticipation  of  having 
to  write  detailed  confirmations  tends  to  improve  one's  habits  of  thoroughness  and 
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accuracy  in  observation  and  his  caution  in  decision,  and  to  add  to  his  knowledge  of 
birds  and  his  competence  in  identifying  them* 


Harold  H.  Axt ell 


The  writer  of  this  article  has  served  as  censor  of  bird  records  during  a 
period  of  several  decades  in  at  least  six  separate  record-processing  centers,  and 
has  long  had  a  special  interest  in  the  methods  and  nroblems  of  bird-study  groups. 


The  April  Prothoiiptury  will  contain  another  article  in  this  series,  on  the 
subject,  "How  to  Write  verifying  accounts  of  your  unusual  sight  records  of  birds." 


FEDERATION  OF  NEW  YORK  STATE  BIRD  CLUBS 
FIRST1  ANNUAL  WATERFOWL  CENSUS 
January  16-22,  1933 


Territory  A  -  Canadian  shore  of  Niagara  River,  Fort  Erie  to  Niagara-on-the-Lake *  - 

Brockners. 

Territory  B  -  Shore  of  Lake  Erie,  Lackawanna  to  Irving.  -  Bacon,  Melberg,  Creighton. 

Territory  C  -  Shore  of  Lake  Erie,  Dunkirk  to  Barcelona.  -  Stanley  and  Schober. 

Territory  D.  -Outlet  of  Lake  Chautauqua.  -  Beal,  Parker,  Elderkins,  Hiller. 
Territory  E  -  Tifft  St.,  Buffalo  Harbors,  American  shore  of  Niagara  River  north  to 

south  (brand  Island  Bridge.  -  Mitchell,  Rew,  Turner,  Curnmiskeys. 
Territory  F  -  American  shore  of  Niagara  River,  south  Grand  Island  Bridge  to 

Prospect  Point.  -  Thorpe,  Dietrich. 

Territory  G  -  American  shore  of  Niagara  River,  Prospect  Point  to  Youngstown.  - 

Heilborns,  Abbott,  Jensen. 

Territory  H  -  Shore  of  Lake  Ontario,  Youngstown,  to  Wilson.  -  Nathan,  B  raunberns, 

Emerson. 

Territory  IC  -  Shore  of  Lake  Ontario,  Wilson  to  Point  Breeze.  -  Klnbundes. 

Territory  L  -  Grand  Island.  -  E.  Ulrich,  Lovelace,  Vanderbles,  Stains. 

Territory  M  -  Oak  Orchard  Creek,  -  Beardslee 

W  eat  ho  r  -  Cold  and  windy 

Common  Loon  1  (A),  Red-necked  Grebe  2  (G),  Pied-billed  Grebe  1  (G),  Whistling  Swan 
1  (D)  ,  Mallard  34-4,  Black  Duck  317,  Pintail  3  (f),  Redhead  48,  Canvas-back  11143, 
Scaup  3390,  Golden-eye  3067,  Buff lo-head  42,  Old-squaw  48,  White-winged  Scoter  187 
(179N),  Surf  Scoter  1  (E)  ,  Ruddy  Duck  1  (D) ,  Hooded  Merganser  4  (A,  B,  C,  II), 
AMorican  Merganser  4931,  Red-breasted  Merganser  72,  Coot  3  (A,  B,  C),  Unidentified 
336. 

Total  2o  species,  23964  individuals. 

Other  areas  covered  wore  Bond’s  Lake  (Heilborn) ,  Findley  Lake  (Beal),  Alma  Pond, 
Bowanga  Pond,  Cuba  Lake,  North  Cuba  Marsh  (McMurtry) ,  Cassadaga  Lakes,  Bear  Lake 
(Stanley),  Oak  Orchard  Swamp,  Stafford  Pond  (Beardslee).  All  these  were  frozen 
over. 

Clark  S.  Beardslee 


NIAGARA  COUNTY  FIELD  TRIP  -  February  20,  1933 

February  20  was  mild  and  slightly  overcast  in  the  morning.  Most  of  the  snow 
was  gone  from  the  fields,  and  the  birds  were  scarce.  We  saw  a  Sharp-shinned  Hawk 
at  Hyde  Park,  watched  the  Old-squaws  in  spring  plumage  on.  the  river  at  Lewiston, 
and  listened  to  the  Eastern  Meadowlarks  singing  along  the  country  roads.  The 
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Prairie  Horned  Larks  had  scattered  into  many  fields  singly  or  in  pairs.  Fifty 
Mourning  Doves  flew  out  of  one  cornfield.  We  saw  four  Red-tailed  Hawks,  a  Rough¬ 
legged  Ha.wk,  two  Sparrow  Hawks,  two  Gray  Shrikes,  Hairy  and  Downy  Woodpeckers, 
Chickadees,  White-breasted  Nuthatches,  Blue  Jays,  many  Crows,  Pheasants,  Cardinals, 
Slate-colored  Juncos,  and  Tree  Sparrows. 


Harriett c  Klabunde 


NEW  MEMBERS 


The  Society  welcomes  the  following  new  associate  members: 
Elma  Bowen,  43  Warren  Ave.,  Kenmore  17,  New 'York 
John  H.  Caul,  ll6  Thatcher  Ave.,  Buffalo  13 ,  New  York 


PROGRAM  -  MEETINGS 


Regular  meetings  are  in  the  Humboldt  Room  of  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  at 

8:00  P.M.  on  Wednesdays. 

April  13  -  Film  -  ’’Spying  on  New  Hampshire  Wildlife”.  Report  of  Spring  Duck 
Census  -  R.D.  Coggeshall.  Study  Skin  Display  -  Warblers. 

Saturday,  April  16  -  8:00  P.M.  -  Buff  alo  Museum  of  Science  -  We  will  meet  with 
members  of  the  Cleveland  Audubon  Society. 

Saturday,  April  30  -  Dinner  Meeting.  Speakers:  Dr.  W.W.H.  Gunn,  Field  Representa¬ 
tive  of  the  Federation  of  Ontario  Naturalists  will  present  his  recordings 
of  bird  voices.  Mr.  James  Baillie,  Research  Assifetant  to  the  Division 
of  Ornithology  of  the  Royal  Ontario  Museum  win  talk  on  new  records  of 
Ontario  birds.  Place:  Bethlehem  Evangelical  &  Reformed  Church,  comer 
Parade  and  Genesee  Sts.  Price  $2.30.  Call  Miss  Eugenia  Praemassing, 
87  Linden  Ave,  (VI.  3287)  for  reservations  by  April  23  deadline,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  E.P.  Cummiskoy,  Chairmen. 

May  11  -  Panel  Discussion  on  Warbler  Voices  -  Clark  S.  Beardslee,  Moderator.  Plan 
Spring  Census  -  Mrs.  E.C.  Ulrich,  Leader. 

May  25  -  Plan  Breeding  Bird  Census  -  Bernard  Nathan,  Leader.  Study  Skin  Display  - 
Rails  and  Marsh  Birds.  Speaker:  II.  Dale  Bossert  of  the  Erie  County 
Planning  Commission  to  talk  on  County  Planning. 


PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 


Every  Saturday,  April  16  to  June  1  -  Bird  Walks  in  Delaware  Park.  Meet  at  Windsor 
Ave.  and  Rumsey  Road  at  7:00  A.M. 


Sunday,  April  17  -  ®ak  Orchard  Swamp  with  members  of  the  Cleveland  Audubon  Society. 

Leader:  Maurice  Ward  (WI.  2733).  Meet  at  University  Plaza  at  7:00  A.M. 

Saturday,  April  23  -  Southern  Tier.  Leader:  Dr.  Willard  Stanley.  Buffalo  Leader: 

Harold  Mitchell  (VI.  2387),  Meet  at  Buffalo  City  Hall  at  6:30  A.M. 


Sunday,  April  24  -  Spring  Hawk  Flight  -  Rochester.  Leader:  Dr.  David  Greene 
(EL.  2318).  Meet  at  University  Plaza  at  7:30  A.M. 
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Saturday,  April  30  -  Grand  Island  Sanctuary.  Leader:  Walter  Klabunde 

(Lewi st on  6-2424),  Meet  at  Delaware  and  Sheridan  at  7:30  A.M* 

Sunday,  May  1  -  Stove  Eaton’s  Ho/je  and  Wellsville.  Leader:  Philip  Greene  (AM.  9353 

Meet  at  the  University  Plaza  at  7:00  A.M. 

Saturday,  May  7  -  Grand  Island  Sanctuary.  Leader:  Harold  Inskip  (RI.  1056).  Meet 

at  Delaware  and  Sheridan  at  8:30  A.M.  Joint  trip  with  the  Buffalo 
Audubon  Society, 

Sat urda y-Sunday ,  May  7-8  -  Pymatuning  Week-end*  Meet  at  7:00  A.M.  Saturday  at 

Court  St.  side  of  City  Hall.  Please  make  your  own  hotel  reserva¬ 
tions  before  May  3;  write  to  Mrs.  Myrtle  Bielo,  c/o  Travelers  Hotel 
Linesville,  Penna.  For  further  information  call  the  leader: 

Winston  Brockner  (SU.  5896). 

Saturday,  May  14  -  Breakfast  at  Delaware  Park  $1.00.  for  benefit  of  Sanctuary  Fund. 

For  reservations  call  the  Chairman,  Mrs,  W.W.  Brockner  (SU.  5896), 

Sunday,  May  15  -  Canadian  shore  of  Lake  Erie.  Leaders:  Mr.  &  Mrs.  A.V.  Tulinoff 

(Niagara  Falls  6327).  Meet  at  the  Canadian  end  of  the  Peace  Bridge 
at  7:30  A.M. 

Spring  Census.  Leader:  Mrs.  E.C.  Ulrich,  193  LaSalle  Ave., 

B  uffaio  14,  N.Y.  (PA.  8896). 

Canadian  shore  of  Lake  Erie.  Leader:  Art  Schaffner  (EL.  9666). 
Meet  at  the  American  end  of  the  Peace  Bridge  at  7:00  A.M. 


HARLEQUIN  DUCK 

The  visits  of  the  Harlequin  Duck  to  the  Niagara  Frontier  have  become  longer 
and  more  regular  in  recent  years. 

The  list  prepared  in  the  late  1940*s  by  Beardslee  and  Mitchell  for  the  use  of 
the  Statisticians  gives  the  status  of  the  Harlequin  Duck  as  accidental  visitor  and 
gives  the  normal  arrival  and  departure  dates  as  December  3  and  January  9  respective 
ly.  Written  verifying  reports  arc  required  for  all  records  of  observations  out¬ 
side  this  period. 

A  study  of  The  Prothonotary  Vol.  1,  No.  1,  through  Vol,  20,  No.  10  shows  that 
more  realistic  dates  would  bo  November  18  for  the  normal  arrival  date  and  March  15 
for  the  normal  departure  date.  Tho  only  recent  dates  outside  this  period  have  been 
April  4,  11,  17  and  18,  1954.  I  suggest  that  the  Statistician’s  List  should  be 
changed  to  give  the  status  of  the  Harlequin  Duck  as  rare  winter  visitor  or  rare 
winter  resident  and  to  give  its  normal  arrival  and  departure  dates  as  November  18 
and  March  13  respectively, 

A  study  of  the  Harlequin  Duck  in  our  area  may  be  found  in  The  Prothonotary 
Vol,  18,  No.  9P  p.  6  3  -  Harlequin  Duck  in  the  Western  New  York  Region-  E.C.  Ulrich 

Art  Schaffner 


Sunday,  May  22  - 
Sunday,  May  29  - 


Please  mil  your  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  third  day  0f  the  follow¬ 
ing  month  to  Cyril  T*  Wolfling,  Box  87,  Alden ,  New  York. 

EDITOR:  Ray  McCann,  39  Anderson  Place,  Buffalo  22,  New  York 

TREASURER:  Frederick  Vanderbles,  4826  North  Harlem  Road,  Shyder  21,  New  York 
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Published  Monthly  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society,  Inc* 

Buffalo,  New  York 


THE  MONTH 

March,  though  typically  changeable,  had  an  average  temperature  only  0.8  degrees 
above  normal  (33.8),  and  precipitation  only  1.88  inches  above  normal  (4.6).  Spring¬ 
like  weather  from  the  9th  to  15th  apparently  encouraged  a  number  of  species  of  birds 
to  return  from  the  South  earlier  than  usual.  The  more  wintry  latter  part  of  the 
month,  however,  was  accompanied  by  a  retardation  of  arrivals  of  new  species  and 
numbers  of  individuals.  The  7. foist  ling  Swan  flight  of  March  20  was  by  far  the  most 
phenomenal  of  recent  years.  Swans  were  reported  both  resting  and  migrating  overhead 
from  many  localities  throughout  western  New  York  and  adjacent  Ontario.  Not  only  were 
they  seen  in  more  numerous  and  widely  scattered  localities  than  usual,  but  also  in 
larger  flocks.  The  number  on  Chautauqua  Lake  was  estimated  at  3000. 

Harold  H.  Axtell 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


*  -  indicates  first  record  for  the  year 
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HOW  TO  WRITS  VERIFYING  ACCOUNTS  OF  UNUSUAL  SIGHT  RECORDS 


Introduction 


The  report  of  an  unusual  bird  observation  is  almost  sure  to  elicit  from  those 
who  are  most  interested  the  question,  ’'What  reasons  are  there  for  believing  this 
bird  was  correctly  identified?"  The  written  verifying  account  is  the  observer’s 
attempt  to  answer  this  question.  It  is  important  for  progress  in  local  ornithology 
that  he  should  know  how  to  write  such  a  confirmation. 

I  am  not  aware  of  any  previous  attempt  to  make  a  detailed  analysis  of  how  to 
write  verifying  accounts  of  sight  records.  Some  of  the  suggestions  irade  in  this 
paper  are  accepted  by  critical  compilers  as  standard  procedure.  Others  I  have 
collected  from  such  experienced  thinkers  on  this  subject  as  Clark  S.  Beardslee, 
Harold  D.  Mitchell,  Bernard  Nathan,  Arthur  Schaffner,  Rachel  C.  Axtell,  and  other 
members  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society;  also,  past  and  present  members  of 
the  Statistical  Committee  of  tho  Genesee  Ornithological  Society  of  Rochester,  and 
others  too  numerous  to  mention.  The  rest  are  suggestions  that  seem  consistent  with 
accepted  principles  of  psychology  and  scientific  method.  This  paper,  then  is  not 
to  bo  taken  as  a  compendium  of  official  rules.  At  this  early  stage  in  the  evolution 
of  knowledge  and  opinion  on  this  subject,  to  proclaim  a  set  of  strict  rules  might 
be  unwise.-  Let  us  rather  call  it  one  person’s  attempt  to  compile  and  systematize 
the  information  and  opinions  from  these  various  sources  and  to  present  the  results 
in  the  form  of  direct  suggestions  or  advice  fof  those  who  may  desire  it. 


Five  General  Suggestions 


Hero  are  five  general  procedures  that  can  greatly  improve  your  ability  to 
prepare  more  acceptable  accounts  of  sight  identifications: 

1.  Learn  more  about  birds, 

(a).  Learn  their  field  marks.  Many  of  the  better  field  observers  carry  in 
their  minds  close  to  1007°  of  the  field  marks  mentioned  in  Peterson’s  field 
guide.  Some  actually  know  several  times  this  number.  When  one  of  these  ob¬ 
servers  sees  an  unusual  bird,  he  knows  exactly  what  to  look  for.  Those  who  are 
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much  less  prepared  often  study  a  bird  at  groat  length  under  good  conditions,  but 
waste  time  on  non-essentials,  so  that  afterwards  they  are  unable  to  give  an 
adequately  identifying  description* 

(b)  Learn  the  names  of  the  visible  parts  of  a  bird — its  "topography."  This  is 
almost  an  essential  if  one  wishes  to  become  adept  at  identification  and  veri¬ 
fication. 


(c)  Learn  when  and  where  each  kind  of  bird  occurs  in  your  study  area,  and  in 
approximately  what  numbers ,  This  knowledge  enables  you  to  know  immediately 
whether  a  particular  bird  is  likely  to  require  verification,  and  therefore 
closer  examination. 


2,  Take  more  notice  of  the  mistakes  made  by  yourself  and  others  in  identifying 
"BTrds.  Study  and  remember  these  mistakes  and  their  causes.  Classify  them;  learn 
the  kinds  of  mistakes  you  make  and.  "collect”  numerous  specific  examples  of  each.  Try 
to  become  an  export  in  the  knowledge  of  your  own  mistakes.  This  is  a  prerequisite 
for  understanding  the  censor’s  point  of  view, 

}•_  Bo  more  thorough  in  both  observing  and  reporting.  Try  to  see  all  the  field 
marks;  then  look  for  still  more.  Look  until  you  can  not  find  any  more.  It  is  often 
desirable  to  do  more  than  merely  mention  all  the  marks — one  may  wisely  try  to  see 
r.nd  describe  the  details  of  each  mark. 

The  brief  amount  of  descriptive  text  given  for  a  species  in  most  field  guides  is 
often  inadequate  for  a  verifying  description  of  what  one  saw.  The  very  essence  of 
satisfactory  proof  is  an  abundance  of  evidence. 

Exclude  the  irrelevant,  but  mention  all  evidence  that  may  add  to  the  probability 
—from  someone  elso’s  point  of  view— that  you  identified  this  particular  bird 
correctly.  Do  not  try  to  make  your  account  interesting  or  literary.  Be  factually 
thorough,  but  verbally  concise. 

4.  At  the  time  of  the  observation,  consciously  impress  upon  your  mind  every  identi¬ 
fication  mark  you  see;  and  intend  to  remember  it  until  later  when  you  will  write  it 
down.  To  impress  the  field  marks  upon  your  mihd,  concentrate  on  them  one  at  a  time, 
describe  each  as  exactly  as  possible,  put  your  description  into  words,  and  say  the 
words  aloud,  if  possible,  while  you  look  at  the  object  you  are  describing. 

I  have  been  using  this  valuable  technique  for  many  years,  except  that  instead  of 
limiting  my  on-the-spot  verbal  desc  ription  strictly  to  what  I  know  to  be  field 
marks,  I  attempt  to  describe  aloud  everything  about  an  unusual  bird’s  appearance 
with  as  much  exactness  as  circumstances  permit.  This  latter  method  has  several 
advantages. 


As  one  thus  concentrates  on  describing  verbally  what  he  sees,  he  is  automati¬ 
cally  impressing  upon  his  memory  and  preparing  to  recall  later:  (1)  a  mental  picture 
image  of  each  detail,  (2)  facts  or  ideas  about  it,  and  (3)  words  and  phrases  that 
describe  the  detail  and  the  facts  and  ideas  about  it.  Try  it.  It  works;  and  prac¬ 


tice  makes  it  easier  and  more  effective. 

5*  Imagine  yourself  in  the  place  of  a  censor,  then  critically  examine  your  verify¬ 
ing  report  as  if  it  were  someone  else’s.  You  will  have  to  remember  that  a  good  cen¬ 
sor  probably  knows  a  great  deal  more  about  your  mistake-making  habits  than  you  do. 

You  should  also  know  that  he  is  very  much  aware  of  his  responsibility  to  science  with 
all  its  expert  skeptics  who  expect  him  to  remember  the  obligation  he  has  accepted  as 
a  censor.  His,  he'  knows  is  the  obligation  to  uphold  the  value  of  valid  sight  records 
by  preventing  the  publication  of  any  unusual  report  about  which  there  can  be  any  rea¬ 
sonable  uncertainty  in  the  mind  of  anyone  viewing  the  evidence  (the  verifying 
account).  This  is  the  mental  set  of  the  censor  through  whose  eyes  you  should  objec¬ 
tively  criticize  what  you  have  written.  The  evidence  and  reasons  for  certainty  that 
arc  in  your  mind  must  be  made  apparent  in  your  verifying  write-up  for  its  readers  to 
discover. 


What  to  Do  when  You  Find  a  Rarity 


Most  field  birders,  discovering  an  unusual  bird  and  knowing  that  they  should 
write  a  verifying  account  of  their  observation,  do  not  know  what  to  do.  The  follow¬ 
ing  steps  and  their  arrangement  will  be  familiar  to  many  "top  birders"  of  long  exper¬ 
ience,  however.  The  procedure  recommended  below  will  fit  most  observations,  whether 
cf  a  common  bird  out  of  season  or  a  now  life  bird;  whether  of  known  or  unknown  iden¬ 
tity;  and  whether  seen  by  beginner  or  expert.  (33; 


V 


,• 


» 


First . — Lok  at  it.  Before  you  say  anything,  take  another  look-  Study  the 


bird  just  a  few 


Try  briefly  to  see  enough  for  e.  "positive  identification," 


Second  o — Call  attention  to  it.  It  is  best  not  to  say  what  it  is,  however.-- 
if  you  have  sufficient  restraint — until  the  other  birders  present  have  had  some 
chance  to  name  it.  I  know  of  no  better  technique  than  the  one  often  used  by  Bcmie 
Nathan,  who,  pointing  or  looking  at  his  discovery,  may  soy  simply,  "Look  at  this," 
or,  ""lint  do  you  call  this  bird?"  or  just,  "What’s  this?" 

Third,.—  Exa mi. n  >  it  thoroughly  and  make  mental  notes,-  Try  to  see  it  as  well  as 
Describe  in  words,  aloud  if  possible,  every  detail  your  ingenuity  can 


possible. 


find  to  describe,  with  conscious  effort  at  being  very  exact.  The  adequacy  of  the 
verification  and  in  many  cases  the  correctness  of  the  identification  depend  largely 
on  how  conscientiously  this  stop  is  carried  out. 


(If  songs  or  calls  arc  to  be  noted,  or  if  a  drawing  is  to  be  made,  it  should 
bo  done  at  this  point,  before  referring  to  a  book.  There  must  be  no  changes  or 
additions  in  them  after  this  point,  end  the  observer  must  declare  that  he  made  none, 
otherwise  sounds  and  drawings  are  practically  worthless.  The  original  field 
drawing,  unrevised,  with  declaration  and  signature,  should  accompany  the  written 
verificati on . ) 


Fourth. — Check  with  the  book.  If  you  carry  all  the  field  marks  in  your  mind, 
check,  one  by  one,  all  the  marks  that  you  know  the  bird  should  show,  against  those 
that  it  does  show,  and  mak;  definite  mental  notes  concerning  each  finding,  t  o  be 
recalled  later.  In  this  case,  the  third  and  fourth  steps  will  blend  together, 
saving  much  time.  If  you  are  not  sure  you  remember  all  the  field  marks,  however, 
first  finish  the  third  step;  then  get  out  the  book,  check  and  double  check  every 
identification  mark  mentioned  in  the  printed  text  or  shown  in  an  illustration. 

Make  mental  notes  in  the  form  of  definite  decisions  clearly  stated  in  words  that 
tell  how  well  each  mark  on  the  bird  coincides  with  its  picture  or  description  in 
the  book. 


After  the  bird  has  gone,  it  is  usually  best  not  to  refer  to  a  book  or  other  aid 
to  identification  until  after  the  verifying  write-up  has  been  finished,  but,  if  such 
an  aid  is  used,  this  should  be  explained  in  the  write-up. 

Fifth. — Note  the  conditions  of  the  observation.!  Make  mental  notes  of  the  time, 
light,  position  of  the  sun,  distan  ce,  and  details  of  the  habitat. 

Sixth. — Trite  it  all  down.  Do  this  w^rile  you  are  still  with  the  bird  if 
possible,  but  in  any  case,  as  a  rule,  not  later  than  the  same  night. 

Note.  If  it  is  an  especially  interesting  rarity,  or  if  it  is  worth  further 
confirmation,  then  sometime  after  the  third  step,  notify  other  birders  by  telephone. 
(A  rare  si$it  record  always  needs  all  the  confirmation  it  can  get.) 

•  Outline  for  an  Ideal  Verifying  Account 

Any  outline  to  be  followed  in  writing  verifying  accounts  is  intended  to  be  an 
aid,  not  a  hindrance ,  and  should  bo  used  flexibly.  Any  deviation  from  an  ideal 
form,  however,  should  be  made  only  with  good  reason,  and  should  not  detract  from 
the  effectiveness  of  the  account.  The  following  outline  is  similar  to  one  being 
prepared  as  a  verification  form  for  use  by  members  of  the  B  uffalo  Ornithological 
Society. 

(1) .  Date  and  time  of  writing  the  account,. 

(2) .  Name  of  bird  and  number  of  individuals. 

(3) ,  Locality.  (4).  Date,  (5).  Time  of  day. 

(6) .  Observers  (verifying  reporter’s  name  first). 

(7) *  Light  conditions,  (a)  General  (sunny;  light,  medium,  or  dark  clouds;  etc.)? 

(b)  Where  was  bird  (in  the  open;  light,  medium,  or  deep 
shade;  etc.;? 


(8)* 

(9) . 

(10) . 

(11). 

(12). 

(13). 

(U). 

(13). 

(16)  * 

(17) . 

(18) . 

(19). 


(c).  "/hero  was  sun  as  you  faced  the  bird  (behind  you, 
in  front  of  you; _ degrees  from  bird)? 

Type  and  condition  of  optical  equipment  used* 

Distance  at  which  seen,  and  how  judged  (estimated,  paced,  etd.) 

What  was  bird  doing  (flying;  resting;  feeding;  etc.)?  (Mention  position  of 
bird  in  relation  to  observer.) 

Habi tat  ( goner  1  and  spe ci f i c )  • 

Length  of  time  studied  under  above  combination  of  Conditions. 

Statement  and  description  of  all  observations  of  field  marks  and  other 
details  that  contributed  to  your  certainty  in  this  identification. 

Similar  or  confusing  species  that  you  are  satisfied  have  been  eliminated  by 
your  description. 

Names  of  other  observers,  if  any,  who  independently  identified  it  as  this 
species.  Explain  the  circumstances. 

Description  of  any  diagnostic  habits. 

Descriptions  of  songs  and  c  ells. 

Previous  acquaintance  with  this  species  (e.g.,  how  many  times  have  you  seen 
it?) . 

(a)  Did  you  use  a  bird  book  or  similar  aid  during  the  observation? 

(b)  Have  you  referred  to  any  aid  such  as  book,  illustration,  or  ornithologist 
since  the  observation? 


(c)  If  you  answered,  "Yes"  to  either  (a)  or  (b),  toll  what  aid  you  used,  and 
explain  specifically  but  briefly  how  it  influenced  this  description. 
(20).  Signature  and  address  of  verifying  reporter. 

To  make  an  acceptable  report  oil  this  form-sheet  should  ordinarily  require  13 
to  20  minutes,  with  possible  extremes  of  about  10  and  J>0  minutes.  Point  13  alone 
should  ordinarily  take  one-third  to  throe-fourths  of  the  total  time. 


Point  6  calls  for  the  reporter's  name,  to  be  followed  by  names  of  other 
observers  who  also  could  vouch  for  the  bird’s  correct  identification.  Point  15 
calls  for  the  names  of  any  among  these  observers  who  identified  it  as  this  species 
without  knowing  at  the  time  that  someone  else  had  also  identified  it  as  such.  With 
few  moments  of  thought,  most  of  the  rest  of  the  items  in  the  above  outline  should 
bo  self-explanatory — except  point  13* 


Observations  of  Field  Marks 


Item  13,  the  observer’s  description  of  his  observations  of  field  marks,  re¬ 
quires  further  explanation.  It  is  in  item  13  that  most  observers  fail.  They  are 
too  superficial,  too  perfunctory.  Everyone — "authorities,"  experts,  the  censors 
themselves,  and  all  others — must  make  a  thoroughly  adequate  "statement  and  descrip¬ 
tion  of  all  observations  of  field  marks  and  other  details  that  contributed  to... 
certainty  in  this  identification."  This  is  the  heart  of  the  write-up.  Most  of  the 
other  items  ere  introductory  or  incidental  to  this  requirement. 

An  observer’s  success  in  writing  this  description  (item  13)  depends  normally 
on  the  degree  to  which  he  consciously  noted  all  the  identifying  details  while  he  was 
observing  the  bird  in  the  first  place. 

Definiteness  carries  conviction.  Don’t  just  list  the  field  marks,  and  don’t 
just  assert  that  the  bird  "had"  certain  marks;  state  that  you  "saw"  or"noted"  them  • 
Even  to  say,  "They  were  seen,"  is  neither  so  exact  or  convincing  as  to  say,  "I  saw 
,  them."  if  you  made  a  special  point  of  seeing  each  one  clearly,  say  that,  too.  If 
i  you  have  made  systematic  observations  of  field  marks  as  recommended  above,  you 
should  introduce  the  description  of  your  observed  details  in  some  such  convincing 
manner  as  the  following:  "I  saw  clearly:"  or,  "I  made  it  a  point  to  note  each  of 
following  details  consciously:"  or,  "I  noted  carefully,  and  mentioned  aloud  at 
tEe  time,  each  of  the  following  details."  Whatever  you  did,  say  so,  but  only  if  you 
Actually  did  exactly  that. 


Til©  following  xnmples  are  intended  to  give  an  idea  of  what  is  close  to  the 
minimum  that  would  be  adequately  convincing  under  item  13, 

(Capo  May  Warbler)  "Seen  well  and  mentioned  at  time:  chestnut  cheek  patch; 
large  yellow  side-neck  prtch;  under  p  rts  yellow  except  white  on  rear  of 
belly  and  on  under  tail  coverts;  yellow  with  lines  of  narrow,  sharply 
defined  black  streaks  extending  all  the  way  across  under  parts,  not  ending 
anteriorly  as  a  necklace  but  converging  toward  chin;  white  wing-patch; 
yellow  rump;  much  white  in  outer  tail  feathers;  upper  parts  essentially 
olive ;  crown  blacki sh • " 

(Orange-crowned  Warbler)  "Seen  with  Myrtle  Warblers,  much  smaller  than  them, 
not  too  much  larger  than  Ruby-crowned  Kinglet  nearby,  nondescript  appearance, 
olivish  above,  olivish  yellow  below,  indistinct  breast  streakings,  indistinct 
eyeline  and  incomplete  eyering,  yellow-olivish  undertail  coverts,  no  wing 
bars,"  (A  good  description  of  the  song  accompanied  this  write-up.) 

(Crested  Flycatcher)  "I  noted  carefully  and  I  mentioned  aloud  as  I  saw 
clearly  these  points:  nearly  as  long  as  Robin;  flycatcher  bill  and  shape; 
yellow  belly  and  lower  breast;  gray  throat,  upper  breast  and  head;  wingbars 
white  and  distinct;  no  eye-ring;  back  grayisli-brownish-olive;  rufous  tail 
clearly  seen  several  times  in  flight  and  at  rest;  no  tail-way  at  any  time, 
even  after  just  perching." 

These  accounts  were  written  by  experienced  observers  who  knew  what  characters 
wore  diagnostic.  One  with  less  knowledge  of  diagnostic  field  marks  or  with  less 
ability  in  exact  description  might  be  risking  rejection  if  he  were  to  offer  a  less 
thorough  or  loss  specific  statement  of  observed  characteristics.  In  some  cases,  as 
of  great  r  rities,  the  description  of  observed  field  marks  may  be  five  or  ton  times 
as  long  as  any  of  the  above — up  to  several  hundred  words  concisely  expressed. 

Notice  particularly  that  (1)  each  of  those  descriptions  goes  beyond  any  of  the 
usual  field  guides  in  the  number  and  choice  of  field  jnjnrks  listed  as  seen.  (2)  While 
these  examples  wore  selected  partly  to  show  the  possibilities  for  brevity  in  a 
write-up,  each  mentions  several  more  specific  characters  than  the  minimum  number 
necessary  to  identify  the  bird,  (3)  In  fact,  enough  field  marks  are  listed  to 
identify  the  bird  by  at  least  two  or  more  entirely  separate  combinations  cf  charac¬ 
ters.  Fulfillment  of  all  three  of  these  points  is  highly  desirable.  Many  a  critic 
feels  dissatisfied  with  less,  because  he  knows  that  ho  must  allow  for  the  possibil¬ 
ity  that  at  least  one  or  two  of  the  supposedly  observed  field  marks  may  have  been 
errors — the  result  of  illusion,  wish  fulfillment,  or  some  kind  of  misinterpretation 
or  misstatement  of  the  observer’s  sense  impressions.  All  of  these  four  sources  of 
error  are  extremely  common  in  the  obsorv  at  ion  and  description  of  wild  birds — and 
frequent  even  among  experts.  This  is  why  an  abundance  of  observed  detail  is  nec¬ 
essary  in  order  to  insure  a  satisfying  degree  of  reliability  for  an  important  record. 

Conclusion 


Sight  records  of  birds  have  traditionally  been  in  notoriously  ill  repute.  Some 
ornithologists  have  even  said  that  there  was  nothing  of  scientific  value  in  popular 
birding  or  listing.  Individual  birders  and  groups  can  remedy  this  situation  to  a 
considerable  extent  by  followibg  the  suggestions  and  outlines  recommended  here. 

Some  birders,  however,  for  various  psychological  reasons,  find  themselves  unable  to 
adjust  readily  to  these  procedures.  For  them  there  are  still  many  other  avenues  of 
interesting  endeavor  and  other  sources  of  satisfaction  in  both  scientific  ornithology 
end  papular  birding.  For  those  who  can  and  will  follow  these  suggestions,  however, 
there  can  be  a  happy  future  of  ever-increasing  effectiveness  and  satisfaction  in 
general  birding  and  making  ornithological  contributions. 


Harold  H.  Axtoll 


GRAND  ISLAND  FIELD  TRIP  -  MARCH  6,  1955 


Sunday,  March  6  was  a  windy,  overcast,  generally  disagreeable  day  -  slippery 
underfoot.  Three  persons  wont  on  the  trip  to  Grand  Island. 

There  were  the  usual  ducks  on  the  river  -  Golden-eyes,  Scaups,  Canvas-backs  in 
some  numbers,  American  Mergansers,  and  Black  Ducks.  Toward  Navy  Island  we  saw 
fourteen  Old- squaws  and  off  leaver  Island  twelve  Redheads.  An  Eagle,  perched  on  a 
tree  on  Navy  Island,  flew  off  south  as  wo  watched.  In  the  brambles  opposite  the 
thorn  thicket  there  wore  ten  Robins  chirping  and  flying  about;  another  was  on  a 
lawn  farther  down  the  road.  A  whistling  Cardinal  entertained  us  as  we  watched  the 
Robins*  About  sixty-five  Red-wings  and  several  Grackles  were  also  in  this  vicinity* 
We  heard  the  cry  of  a  Red- shouldered  Hawk  but  did  not  see  him.  On  an  ice-floe  off 
B  oavor  Island  an  immature  Glaucous  Gull  floated  down  the  river  with  some  other 
gulls.  In  the  woods  near  Beaver  Island  we  saw  four  Great  Blue  Herons.  There  were 
also  the  usual  Tree  Sparrows,  Chickadees,  and  Horned  Larks,  one  of  which  rose  into 
the  sky  and  hovered  there  singing  its  courting  song  before  it  plummeted  to  the  near¬ 
by  field. 

Marie  Wendling,  Leader 


SOUTH  SHORE  OF  LAKE  ERIE  FIELD  TRIP  -  MARCH  13 ,  1955 

Fourteen  members  and  guests  made  the  trip,  which  was  originally  planned  to 
Presque  Isle  State  Park  at  Erie,  Pa.  As  the  weather  turned  very  windy  by  the  time 
we  reached  Dunkirk,  we  decided  to  return  to  Buffalo  via  East  Mud  Lake  and  the 
Cattaraugus  Reservation.  Due  to  the  wind  we  did  not  see  too  many  birds  other  than 
the  ducks  and  gulls  at  Dunkirk.  An  early  Migrant  Shrike  at  Evangola  State  Park 
was  the  outstanding  bird  of  the  day. 

J,  E.  Braunberns,  Leader 

SINKS  AND  OAK  ORCHARD  SWuMP  FIELD  TRIP  -  MARCH  2?,  1955 

Our  field  trip  on  March  27  bore  out  the  fact  that  bad  weather  seldom,  if  ever, 
postpones  a  scheduled  B.O.S.  trip.  True  it  is  that  only  a  few  rugged  individual¬ 
ists  made  the  grade.  The  high  winds  and  blowing  snow  and  cold  weather,  severe 
enough  to  close  the  Thruway  for  several  hours,  did  not  prevent  such  eskimos  as 
Mabel  James,  Alice  Dietrich,  Phil  Greene,  Dr.  Hennessey  and  Art  Schaffner  from 
Buffalo,.  Dr.  Washburn  and  party  of  six  from  Binghamton  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McMurtry  and 
Miss  Phillips  from  Wellsville,  from  joining  me  on  our  "wild  gpose  chase.” 

After  bucking  some  three  to  five  foot  drifts  at  the  sinks  we  found  a  small 
group  of  Whistling  Swans  at  Steinor  Road.  Vi sibilit y  was  very  poor,  however,  so 
we  decided  to  make  for  the  swamp  where  the  trees  would  form  a  windbreak  in  spots. 

In  spite  of  the  frozen  ponds  wo  found  about  j800  Canada  Geese  resting  on  the  ice  or 
in  fields,  and  including  several  hundred  in  flight.  Near  Stafford’s  Pond  an  adult 
Goshawk  flew  across  the  road  into  the  teeth  of  the  wind,  not  far  ahead  of  our  car 
and  only  a  few  feet  above  the  ground.  Oak  Orchard  Creek  was  open  and  we  found  a 
male  Wood  Duck,  a  pair  of  Blue-winged  Teal  and  a  Pied-billed  Grebe  on  thd  creek. 

After  lunch  a  flock  of  about  forty  Northern  Horned  Larks  were  noticed  by 
several  members  of  our  party  along  the  road  to  Wolcott sville  .  Most  land  birds  re¬ 
mained  under  cover,  but  we  noticed  flocks  of  Starlings  roosting  in  brush  piles  and 
r  few  Robins,  blackbirds  and  sparrows  on  the  loe  side  of  woods.  Not  a  single  Blue¬ 
bird,  Phoebe,  or  Tree  Swallow  was  observed  although  they  are  recorded  almost  every 
year  on  a  trip  to  the  same  areas  on  this  date* 

(37) 


Harold  D.  Mitchell,  Loader 


PROGRAM  -  LUTINGS 


Regular  meetings  care  in  tho  Humboldt  Room  of  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  at 
8:00  P.M.  on  Wednesdays. 


May  23  -  Plan  Breeding  Bird  Census  -  Bernard  Nathan,  Leader.  Study  Skin  Display  - 
Rails  and  Marsh  Birds,  Speaker:  H.  Dale  Bos  sort  of  the  Erie  County 
Planning  Commission  to  talk  on  County  Planning. 

June  8  -  Film:  "Birds  of  Woody  Island".  Report  of  Spring  Census  -  Mrs.  E.C.  Ulrich 
Loader.  Interesting  reports  -  all  members. 

June  22  -  Picnic  Meeting  at  Buekhorn  Island  State  Park,  Meet  west  of  tall  gate  at 
6:}0  P.M.  Bring  your  suppor* 


PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 

Spring  Census.  Leader:  Mrs.,  E.C.  Ulrich,  193  LaSalle  AveM 
Buffalo  14,  N.Y.  (PA,  8896). 

Candian  Shore  of  Luke  Erie.  Leader:  Art  Schaffner  (EL.  9666). 
Meet  at  the  American  end  of  the  Peac  e  B  ridge  at  7:00  A.M. 

Sunday,  June  3  -  Audubon  Sanctuary  -  Joint  trip  with  Buffalo  Audubon  Society* 

Leader:  Lena  Turner  (MA.  43OO).  Meet  at  the  City  Hall  at 
7:00  A.M. 

Saturday,  June  11  -  Letchworth  Bark.  Leader:  Clark  Beardslee  (BE.  7707). 

Meet  at  University  Plaza  at  7:00  A.M, 

Sunday,  June  12  -  Breeding  Bird  Census.  If  you  can  participate,  call  the 

leader,  Bernard  Nathan,  224  Elmwood  Ave . ,  Buffalo  9,  N.Y. 

(OR.  0673). 

Sunday,  June  19  -  Zoar  Valley.  Loaders:  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Arthur  Bret tie  (EM.  4406), 

Meet  at  the  City  Hall  at  7:00  A.M. 

Sunday,  June  26  -  Canadian  Shore  of  Lake  Erie,  Leader:  Robert  Cogge shall 

(PL.  0120).  Meet  at  the  Peace  Bridge  at  7:00  A.M. 


Sunday,  May  22  - 
Sunday,  May  29  - 


WINTER  VISITORS 

In  connection  with  our  unusual  invasion  of  Gray  Shrikes  this  winter,  it  is  most 
interesting  that  the  same  phenomenon  has  apparently  occurred  in  Europe,  Mrs.  Louise 
do  Kiriline  Lawrence  of  Pimisi  Bay,  Rutherglon,  Ont,  states  that  her  b  irding  cousin 
in  Sweden  reports  "a  most  remarkable  invasion  of  tho  Gr.  Gray  Shrike  (Lanius  excubi- 
tor)  this  winter.  -  On  tho  whole,  arctic  birds  arc  on  the  move  this  winter,  <jfc  why? 
■That  kind  of  food  shortage  is  there  in  the  polar  regions?" 

Our  own  records,  as  well  as  those  just  published  for  the  state  in  the  Kingbird, 
show  unusual  numbers  of  Shrikes,  Chickadees,  Pine  Grosbeaks,  etc.  It  would  be  of 
great  interest  to  all  of  us  to  find  out  through  tho  proper  federal  office  how  the 
arctic  winters  have  been  for  the  past  10  or  13  years  -  and  then  correlate  this  data 
with  our  records  of  winter  invasions  by  certain  northern  species. 

Axel  Heilborn 


Please  mail  your  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  third  day  of  the 
following  month  to  Cyril  T.  Wolf  ling,  Box  87,  Aldeh,  New  York 
EDITOR:  Ray  McCann,  39  Rnderson  Place,  Buffalo  22,  Now  York, 

TREASURER:  Frederick  Vanderbles,  4826  North  Harlem  Road,  Snyder  21,  New  York 
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Fubli sited  Monthly  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society,  Inc. 

Buffalo,  New  York 


THE  MONTH 


This  was  the  second  warmest  April  on  record,  with  the  average  temperature  7.2 
degrees  above  normal.  It  was  interesting  to  note  that  although  the  migrant  birds, 
on  the  average,  arrived  slightly  earlier  than  usual,  they  were  not  nearly  so  advan¬ 
ced  as  the  vegetation.  Perhaps  the  season  was  not  so  precocious  at  points  farther 
south  where  our  April  arrivals  come  ffom.  Although  water  conditions  were  about  as 
usual,  precipitation  being  only  0,8  inch  above  normal,  remarkably  large  numbers  of 
Pectoral  Sandpipers  were  present  in  the  flooded  fields  east  and  northeast  of  Buffalo 
For  the  third  successive  April,  a  Barnacle  Goose  was  observed  between  Buffalo  and 
Rochester.  Brockner’s  verifying  description  of  observed  details  —  written  for  the 
BOS  files  —  is  of  a  true  Eurnacle  Goose  rather  than  one  of  the  partially  albino 
Canada  Geese  that  were  also  present  at  that  time.  Similarly  and  equally  well  con¬ 
firmed  is  a  male  Dickcissel  that  spent  several  days  at  the  Klabundes*  feeding 
station — the  first  spring  record  for  our  area.  No  major  hawk  flights  were  reported 
locally. 

To  those  of  us  for  whom  the  raptors  are  a  symbol  of  something  of  deep  impor¬ 
tance,  thoughts  of  the  recent  history  of  nesting  Bald  Eagles  in  the  Niagara  Frontier 
produce  a  tug  at  the  heart*  Even  after  Navy  Island  in  the  Niagara  River  was  de¬ 
clared  a  Canadian  government  sanctuary  in  behalf  of  the  Eagles,  their  nesting 
efforts  there  continued  to  fail,  and  for  the  past  two  or  throe  years,  the  old  nest 
has  stood  unrepaired  and  empty.  Now  we  still  (April,  1955)  have  a  pair  nesting  much 
farther  away,  at  Mohawk  Point.  The  nest  is  conspicuous  and  known  to  residents  of 
the  vicinity,  at  least  some  of  whom  have  expressed  an  unfriendly  attitude  toward  the 
groat  birds.  Horo,  it  would  soern,  is  a  challenge  and  an  opportunity  for  somo  enter¬ 
prising  conservation  organization  in  this  part  of  the  Continent — orperhaps  even  for 
some  courageous  and  resourceful  conservationist. 

Harold  H.  Axtell 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 

*  -  indicates  first  record  of  tho  year 
F  -  ”  ”  ”  ”  ”  migration 
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D.-cr.  Cormorant 

it 

24 

1 

E.  Manitou  Beach 

Woldma n ,  Pitted, 

Schaf fner 
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Canada  Goose 

ti 

3 

6000 

Wolcott svi lie 

Beardslee 

* Barnacle  Goose 
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17 
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Shelby 

Brockner, Faul , Windsor 

Snow  Goose 
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Blue  Goose 
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8 

1 
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Fisk 
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17 
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American  Scoter 
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La  ke  si  do ,  La  ke  On  t . 

Brocknors 

* Ruddy  Duck 

it 
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1 

Delaware  Pk.  Lake 

Wo Id man 
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10 

8 

Barcelona 

Brockner 

it 
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Clarence  Sinks 

Coggeshal 1 , Nathan , 
Brc*unbern$ 
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n 

16 

1 

LaSalle 

Heilborns 

it 
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1 

B  ruddock’s  Bay 

Brown stein, Schaf fner  etal 

it 

22 

21 

Dick  Rd . ,  So pew 
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Rail  som  Rd  . ,  G .  I . 

Schaf fner , Brownstein , 
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Sali sburys, Schaf fner, 
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it 

30 
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* Osprey 

ti 

10 
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Bear  Lake 

Brockner 

it 

16 
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Chambers  Cor.  ,0nt. 

Sali sburys,  Schaf fner, 
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* Peregrine  Falcon 

it 

3 
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Clarence  Sinks 

Woldman 

* Pi go on  Hawk 

ii 

20 
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Buckhorn  Is.St.Pk, 

Brownstein 

Turkey 
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14 
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it 

23 

1 

Well sville 

McMurtry 

*Virginia  Rail 

ii 

12 

1 

Well sville 

it 

*Sora 

it 

14 
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it 
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*Florida  Gallinulo 
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26 
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Mud  Lake,0nt. 

Brown  st  ei n , Schaf f ne r 

* Woodcock 
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Heilborns 
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Alden 

Wolfling 

*Wi Ison's  Snipe 
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*Upland  Sandpi pe  r 
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Well  svi  Ho 

McMurtry 
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* Spot ted  Sandpiper 
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McMurtry 

ti 

19 

1 

Wolcott sville 
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Crystal  Beach, Ont, 
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14 
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Wolcott sville 

Schaffner,  Brownstein 
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*  Pectoral  Sandpiper 

u 

9 

1 

n 
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Clarence  Sinks 
(40) 

Cogge shall 

/» 


. 

* 

■  ..  •: 

■ 

. 

• 

’ 

*  • 

4  ’  " 

. 

. 

* 

.  ' 

•  * 

< 

) 

. 

nxcv  xm  •*tcw. 

l 

• 

'  i;  ~  '  ,f  . .. 

' 

.  £X  '  '  ' 

\  ■ 

* 

. 

i 

• 

* 

N 

* 

.* 

> 

- 

9f 

itomH 

i 

•  '  . '  .  •  C  ■  . 

• 

\ 

J  ,  '-ixoc/f  D 

’  t‘ 

,  -  » 

.  <r  '* 

: 

. 

• 

. 

' 

' 

:  'j-(I  -J  to  /T 

.. 

» 

, 

• 

'  5 

* 

-  ' 

_  . 

- 

■ 

-  » 

*■ 

« 

-  -  . 

, 

% 

• 

« ■ 

. 

•  .  '  •  '•  . 

• 

ft 

* 

99 

. 

tf 

* 

• 

*  ’  -  -  * 

* 

to-.  .  c  /  •• 

• 

»» 

.  -T  — 

* 

' 

N 

• 

.. 

..  .  ,v* 

•  ■  , 

• 

; 

n  '  '  . 

?! 

u 

•  *»  .  V  * 

•  - 

* 

-  ■.  _  ■' 

XI HJ 

V  ‘i  .  •  ' 

$ 

n  a 

;•  • 

oi  f.xvr  ; 

\  J- 

IX  M 

c.:  ■  .*  - 

M 

- ... 

©ill  I 

..  r 

:•  ' 

"•  c  '  r  - 

tl 

■ 

r 

. 

. 

■' 

' 

H 

*  Pc  c t  oral  Sandpi pe  r 
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.  13 

( con ’t . ) 

it 

14 

n 

19 

11 

24 

ti 

24 

*Red-bkd.  Sandpiper 

n 

16 

Glaucous  Gull 

11 

13 

Iceland  Gull 

ti 

4 

n 

13 

Herring  Gull 

11 

1 

Ring-b.  Gull 

it 

1 

*  Common  Tern 

it 

17 

*  Caspian  Tern 

it 

24 

ti 

28 

Long-cared  Owl 

11 

17 

it 

18 

Short -eared  Owl 

n 

2 

* Chimney  Swift 

n 

24 

n 

50 

*Ycllow-b.  Sapsucker 

it 

7 

n 

8 

*Tree  Swallow 

n 

2 

it 

10 

*Bank  Swallow 

ti 

13 

it 

13 

*Rough-w.  Swallow 

ti 

20 

it 

20 

*Bam  Swallow 

11 

13 

11 

16 

* Purple  Martin 

it 

16 

11 

17 

Tufted  Titmouse 

11 

1-3 

n 

23 

*Eouse  Wren 

it 

30 

Winter  Wren 

it 

7 

it 

8 

Carolina  Wren 

n 

3-12 

it 

8-30 

tt 

21 

11 

28 

Brown  Thrasher 

n 

21 

it 

21 

*Hermit  Thrush 

n 

7 

ti 

8 

*Bluo-gr.  Gnat  catcher  ” 

20 

*Ruby-cr.  Kinglet 

tt 

12 

11 

16 

*Pipit 

ti 

14 

Cedar  Waxwing 

11 

3,16 

Gray  Shrike 

n 

4L 

*Solitary  Viroo 

ti 

17 

200  Wolcott svi lie 

240  ” 

2  80  « 

40  Shawnee  Rd. 

1?1  Elba.  Wolcott sville 

2  Roekhouso  Pt.  Ont . 

1  Sh  Grbro  j l:e  Twp . ,  Ont , 

3  Niagara  Polls 

1  Shorbrooko  Twpc,0nt. 

9000  Hamlin  Beach  to  Long 

Pond 

22000  "  «  «»  ” 
130  Donnelly’s  Pier 

1  Braddock’s  Bay 

1  Buckhom  Is.St.Pk. 

1  Flynn  Rd.  Woods 

1  Kenmo  re ,  ( W o  0  dc  r e  st 

B  lvd.) 

1  Whitehaven, Stony  Pt 

1  North  Chili 

1  Forest  Lawn 

1  LaSalle 

1  Forest  Lawn 

2  Buckhorn  Is.St.Pk, 

1  Batavia 

2  Mid  Lake, Ont. 

10  Roekhouso  Pt.,0nt. 

2  Collins 

1  Bird  Is . • Pier 

2,2  Mud  Lake,  Roekhouso 

Ft , ,0nt . 

1  Lowbanks ,  Ont . 

Jamestown 

12  Hamlin  Beach  St  «Pk. 

1  Davie’s  Sanctuary, 

Well sville 
1  Dunkirk 

1  Forest  Lawn 

1  Delaware  Pk. 

1  LaSalle 

1  Well sville 

2  Hamburg 

1  Point  Abino,0nt. 

1  Lewiston  Landing 

1  Buffalo 

6  Erie  Beach,  Cresent 

Thunder  Bay,  Yacht 
Hnr.,  Ont. 

6  Allegany  St .  Pk. 

1  LaSalle 

1  Grand  Island 

2  Delaware  Pk, 

1  LaSalle 

1  '  Well sville 

20,6  Hamburg 

1  Buckhorn  Is.St.Pk. 

1  Tifft  St. 
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Schaffner,  Brown steins 
Mit  chell 
Beards lee 
Emerson 'et  al 
Axt ells, Schaffner, Nathan 
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"  ,  Schaffner 

Brockner 

11 

Mitchell 
Emerson  et  al 
Schaffner, Brown stein 
Corcoran,  Van  Beurden, 
Schaffner , Brown stein 

Emerson 

Rds*  Schaffner,  Brown- 
stein 

Schaffner,  et  al 
Nathan,  Schaffner 
Heilboms 
R.  Axt ell  ’ 

Brown  st  ei n , Schaf f ne r 
Buckland 

Cogge shells, Schaffner 

11  n 

Beardslce 

Mitchell 

Coggeshalls,  Schaffner 
Schaffner,  Nathan 
Barker 

B  rown  st  ei  n ,  Scha  f  f  ne  r 

McMurtry 
Mitchell  et  al 
Nathan , Schaffner 
R.  Axtell 
Heilborns 
McMurtry 
JBacons 
Schaffner 

"  ,  Brown stein 

Boynton 

B. 

Schaf fner, Brown stein 

Brockner 

Hoilborn 

Brown  st  ein 

Brown  stein 

Heilborns 

McMurtry 

Avery 

Cogge shall 

Rew,  Mitchell 


*Bl.  k  Wh.  Warbler 

Apr 

•,  26 

1 

Buckhorn  Is.  Pk. 

Klabunde  s 

*  Yellow  Warbler 

u 

23.24,27 

1,2,2 

Hamburg 

Bacon 

Myrtle  Warbler 

n 

16F 

1 

Well sville 

McMurtry 

it 

17 

5 

Hamburg 

Bacon 

it 

17 

1 

Berkley  Pl.,Bflo, 

Fisk 

t» 

17 

2 

Hamlin  Beach 

Brownstein 

*Pine  Warbler 

«t 

19 

1 

LaSalle 

Heilborns 

it 

20 

1 

Grand  Island 

Brownstein 

tt 

21 

1 

Delaware  Pk, 

Brownst  ein 

*Nor.  Vaterthrush 

tt 

24 

1 

Cedar  Springs 

,t 

*I)ick:c.lssel 

tt 

24-28 

1 

Lewiston 

Klabunde s 

Evening  Grosbeak 

tt 

2,14 

2,3 

Hamburg 

Avery 

tt 

3 

4 

South  Wales 

Kilbum,  rep,  M. James 

it 

14 

7- 

Hamburg 

Bacon 

it 

26,29 

8,3 

Jamestown 

Elderkin 

tt 

27,28 

6 

East  Aurora 

Sandahls,  rep.  Mitcholl 

Pine  Siskin 

it 

2 

4 

Thorold,  Ont. 

Salisbury,  Lowes 

Goldfinch 

n 

15 

20 

Lowbanks,Ont, 

Cog go shells ,Schaffner 

Eastern  Towhee 

tt 

10 

1 

Bo  rkle  y  *  PI , , Bfl 0 , 

Fisk 

tt 

10 

1 

Thor old, Ont . 

Smith,  Lowes,  Sllisburys 

* Savannah  Sparrow 

tt 

9 

6 

Stage  Rd.-Oak  Orchard 

Schaffner, Brownstein 

*  Gras  shop  per  Sparrow  ” 

28 

1 

Batavia 

Buckland  ' 

it 

28 

4 

Grand  Island 

Schaffner,  Brownst  ein 

*Hen slow * s  Sorrow 

tt 

26 

1 

Wainfleet ,0nt . 

Schaf f n  er , Brownst  e in 

tt 

30 

1 

Wellsville 

McMurtry 

Vesper  Sparrow 

tt 

1 

2 

Host  Shelby 

Brockner 

* Chipping  Sparrow 

tt 

16 

1 

Eric  Beach, Ont , 

Brownstein 

tt 

17 

1 

Kent  Switch 

Bowen 

it 

17 

1,1 

Hamlin  Beach, 

W,  Manitou  Rd, 

S  chaf f ne  r , B  rown  stein 

Field  Sparrow 

tt 

7 

2 

Allegany  St,Pk, 

Brockner 

tt 

14 

2 

Oak  Orchard, 

Wolcott sville 

Schaffner , Brownstein 

tt 

14 

6 

Hamburg 

Bacon 

Wh.-fch*  Sparrow 

tt 

14F 

1 

Buffalo 

Boynton 

it 

14 

1 

Hamburg 

Bacon 

* Swamp  Sparrow 

tt 

9,13 

1 

Wellsville 

Mclurt  ry 

it 

16 

2 

Delaware  Pk, 

Brockner 

Spocies  previously  recorded 

111 

Additional  species 

recorded  in 

April 

53  (includihg  9  on  April  Bird  Count) 

Total  species  to  date 

164 

Addendum: 

*  Rusty  Blackbird 

Ear,  13 

19 

E,  Mud  Lake 

Braunbems 

NESTING  RECORDS 

Symbols:  N  -  nest; 

E  -  egg 

Spocies 

Date 

No  st 

Location 

Observer 

Bald  Eagle 

Sparrow  Hawk 
Woodcock 

Apr,  15 
«  2 
End  of  Mar 

N 

N 

.  N4E 

Mohawk  Pt. 
Boaver  Is, 
"Wellsville 

Schaffner  et  al 

Brownstein 

McMurtry 
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APRIL  BIRD  COUNT  -  April  3,  1955 


As  loaders  of  the  April  Bird  Count  in  1953,  Harold  and  Alva  Rice  tabulated  the 
results  of  this  count  for  the  previous  nine  years.  This  chart  is  available,  and  it 
gives  us  the  opportunity  to  see  what  trends  are  present  and  what  species  have 
appeared  in  the  past.  Wo  owo  them  a  good  deal  of  appreciation  for  the  accomplish¬ 
ment  of  this  task.  While  many  interesting  trends  appear  on  the  surface  of  this 
tabulation,  we  cannot  disregard  the  factors  effecting  these  apparent  increases  and 
decreased  in  population.  Among  these  factors  are:  gasoline  rationing  and  the  sub¬ 
sequent  lack  of  transportation  and  coverage  during  the  years  1943-1946;  the  inescap¬ 
able  changes  in  the  way  different  observers  will  cover  the  same  territory  from  year 
to  year;  the  weather,  both  previous  to  and  during  the  count;  the  dates  the  counts 
woro  taken,  they  range  from  March  30  to  April  14.  In  the  consideration  of  these 
factors  we  are  also  confronted  with  the  thought  that  all  species  may  not  be  affected 
alike.  For  example,  some  inconspicuous  birds  might  remain  unobserved  if  the  count 
were  taken  in  bad  weather,  while  the  count  on  Whistling  Swans  should  accurately 
reflect  their  numbers  in  any  sort  of  weather  providing,  of  course,  that  the  roads 
were  passable  and  visibilities  remained  above  a  half  milo.  I  am  quite  sure  that 
the  Rice’s  tabulation  would  lend  itself  to  interpretation  by  good  statistical 
methods,  and  I  suggest  this  as  a  project  to  someone  with  a  knowledge  of  these 
methods.  I  have  not  attempted  to  make  any  broad  evaluation  in  this  report  for  the 
reasons  outlined  above,  ar.d  any  trends  mentioned  are  those  that  appear  from  simple 
comparison  of  numbers. 

The  month  of  March  preceding  the  count  was  a  little  warmer  than  usual;  the 
temperature  averaged  33,8  degrees,  0.8  degrees  above  normal.  There  was  also  1.88 
inches  more  precipitation  than  normal,  4,6  inches  of  moisture  in  various  forms  fell. 
On  March  26,  eight  days  before  the  count,  a  large  deep  low  passed  over  Buffalo  with 
near  blizzard  conditions.  The  cold  northwest  winds  and  snow  flurries  that  followed 
in  the  wake  of  this  disturbance  continued  through  March  28  with  an  extensive  band  of 
snow  to  the  south  of  Lakes  Erie  and  Ontario.  From  March  29  through  April  2  the  area 
was  under  a  large,  weak  high  pressure  system  that  remained  almost  stationary.  This 
system,  which  extended  ffom  Canada  to  below  the  Mason-Dixon  line,  contained  little 
wind  and,  being  stationary,  warmed  considerably.  The  high  temperatures  for  these 
days  show  a  gradual  increase  from  35  degrees  on  the  29th  to  58  degrees  on  the  2nd. 
Duilng  this  time  it  was  hoped  that  this  weather,  extending  over  a  wide  area,  would 
counteract  the  effect  of  the  storm  a  week  before  and  would  be  favorable  to  an  early 
migration  and  that  possibly  we  would  have  an  excellent  count  for  this  date,  on  the 
day  of  the  count,  April  3,  however,  there  was  a  frontal  passage  from  north  to  south 
through  the  area.  This  front  was  brought  down  from  Canada  by  a  low  pressure  area  of 
increasing  strength  off  the  Carolina  coast  and  contained  rain,  wet  show  and  poor 
visibilities.  The  western  portions  of  our  area  began  to  clear  with  the  frontal 
passage  around  noon,  but  because  of  the  effect  of  Lake  Ontario  on  the  northwest  winds 
following  the  front  the  eastern  portions  of  the  area  continued  bad  all  during  the 
day.  These  conditions  doubtless  had  an  effect  on  the  birds,  causing  them  to  seek 
cover  and  rendering  observation  difficult.  I  can  imagine  that  the  poor  weather  had 
a  similar  effect  on  the  birders.  That  a  count  was  possible  at  all  under  such  condi¬ 
tions  is  a  tribute  to  the  zeal  of  our  members  and  the  participating  birders  of  the 
surrounding  area. 

In  spite  of  the  inclement  weather  prevailing  over  the  area  the  April  Bird  Count 
was  taken  by  118  observers  in  over  26  parties.  The  count  showed  103  species,  just 
a  few  below  the  usual  number  for  this  date  and  108,000  individuals  were  reported, 
this  number  is  exceeded  only  by  last  year’s  all  time  high  of  131,000. 

The  Rochester  birders  were  afflicted  with  the  worst  weather  of  all  the  area  and 
thus  were  unable  to  produce  a  complete  count  for  their  territory.  The  number  of 
Homed  Grebes  reported  indicates  an  early  migration.  The  Black-crowned  Night  Heron 
appears  to  have  declined  in  numbers  in  recent  years.  The  Bittern  was  missing  from 
this  count,  probably  the  weather  had  something  to  do  with  this  omission,  it  wasn’t  a 


day  to  bo  prowling  around  in  swamps.  Possibly  the  most  pleasant  feathre  of  the 
entire  count  was  the.  number  of  Whistling  Swans  reported;  over  800  were  seen  from  all 
parts  of  the  area,  almost  300  more  than  the  number  f<ur  any  other  B.O.S.  April  Count; 
we  can  only  hope  that  this  represents  an  increase  in  the  numbers  of  this  fine 
species.  A  Mute  3wan  was  seen  in  the  Jamestown  area.  The  Geese  were  reported  in 
normal  numbers  from  Oak  Orchard  and  2  Snow  Geoso  were  seen  among  the  Canadas.  The 
number  of  Pintails  was  somewhat  low,  but,  since  normal  numbers  were  observed  earlier 
in  the  year,  this  could • indicate  a  slightly  early  northward  movement  of  these  birds. 
38  Shovollors  were  seen,  4  more  than  the  number  for  any  other  year  of  which  I  have 
record.  Diving  ducks  were  reported  in  normal  numbers  with  an  excellent  number  of 
Ring-nocks.  Ruddy  Ducks,  which  show  almost  the  only  cleqrly  increasing  trend  on 
the  tabulation  of  the  count,  appeared  in  good  numbers.  Hooded  Mergansers  were 
observed  in  close  to  record  numbers,  142  were  reported.  Only  about  half  of  the 
number  of  hawks  counted  last  year  appeared  this  time,  but  this  was  almost  certainly 
due  to  the  poor  conditions  for  observation.  A  Turkey  reported  from  the  Jamestown 
area  constituted  a  first  for  this  count.  The  arctic  gulls  were  normal  in  numbers 
with  Art  Schaffncr’s  Kumlien ’ s  Cull  marking  the  second  appearance  of  this  species 
on  this  count  in  twelve  years.  The  numbers  of  Herring  and  Ring-billed  Gulls  have 
shown  a  tremendous  increase  in  the  past  two  years.  The  former  numbered  6641  this 
year,  13,322  last  year;  the  highest  number  for  the  preceding  ten  years  was  3300. 
14,073  Ring-billed  Gulls  were  listed  this  year,  16,823  last  year;  the  highest 
number  for  the  preceding  ten  years  was  4377*  I  am  at  a  loss  to  explain  this  increase 
and  suggest  that  an  investigation  might  prove  interesting.  The  numbers  of  Bona¬ 
parte’s  Gulls  reported  were  quite  low,  possibly  indicating  a  delayed  migraticn. 
Passerine  birds  appeared  in  generally  lower  numbers  than  last  year,  and  the  poor 
conditions  for  observation  were  doubtless  to  blame.  4  Pileated  Woodpeckers  appear¬ 
ing  in  the  southern  section  of  the  area  constituted  a  record  number  for  the  April 
Counts  for  which  I  have  the  records.  Tufted  Titmice,  Carolina  Wrens  and  Cardinals 
again  appeared  in  good  numbers  reflecting  the  northward  movement  of  these  southern 
species,  Kathryn  and  Eugenia  Pro e missing,  Don  Gamble  and  Maron  Gampp  reported  a 
Brown  Thrasher  from  Grand  Island,  a  very  early  record.  Due  to  Bemic  Nathan’s 
large  count  from  the  Dunvillc  marshes  the  numbers  of  Red-wings,  Grackles  and  Cow- 
birds  were  roughly  double  those  reported  in  previous  April  Counts.  Our  winter 
visitation  of  Evening  Grosbeaks  continues  with  r]2  reported  while  the  number  of  Tree 
Sparrows  listed  was  second  only  to  the  report  of  1949. 

When  the  weather  is  taken  into  consideration,  this  was  an  excellent  count. 

Territories 

A  -  Rockhouse  Point  to  Dunnville  Marsh  and  inland  -  Nathan  and  party  of  3 
B  -  Port  Colbomo  to  Rockhouso  Point,  Mud  Lake  and  inland  -  Schaffner,  Caul,  Smiths, 
Salisbury,  Lowe 

C  -  Peace  Bridge  to  Port  Colborne  and  inland  -  Thorpe,  Kivett,  Windsor 
D  -  Delaware  Park  and  Forest  Lawn  Cemetery;  Niagara  River,  Peace  Bridge  to  South 
Grand  Island  Bridge  -  Greene 

E  -  Canadian  Shore  of  Niagara  River,  Peade  Br.  to  Rainbow  Br.  inland  to  Queen 
Elizabeth  Way  -  Halls 

F  -  Grand  Island  north  of  Whitehaven  Rd,  -  Mitchell,  Jowdrys 
FF  -  Grand  Island  south  of  Whitehaven  Rd.  -  Praomassings,  Gamble,  Gampp 
G  -  Niagara  River  to  Transit  Road  and  Hwy.  $ 31  to  Sheridan  Drive  -  KLabundes 
II  -  Niagara  River  to  Viol  land  Canal  north  of  Hwy.  $20  -  McCanns,  Tulinoffs. 

I  -  Niagara  River  from  Hwy,  $31  to  Ft.  Niagara  east  to  Lockport  and  Wilson  -  Axtells, 
Dietri ch 

J  -  Wilson  to  Pt.  Brcoze  and  inland  to  Hwy.  $104  -  Wjji.  A.  Smiths 

K  -  Rochester  area;  Braddocks  Bay,  Shore  Acres  Hamlin  St.  Park  -  Van  Beurden,  Moons, 
Loubner 

L  -Oak  Orchard  and  Wolcott sville  areas  -  Ulrichs,  Cummiskeys,  Turner,  Christenson, 
Lovelace,  17  people  from  Hamilton,  Ont. 

M  -  Clarence  Sinks  -  Webster,  Worldlings 

N  -  Batavia  area,  Horseshoe  Lake,  Lake  Leroy,  County  Homo  Forest  -  Pixley,  Masons, 
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0  -  Silver  Lake,  Cr stile,  Lotchworth  Park  -  Thompson,  Brocfcners 
P  -  Rushford  Ro s . ,  Lime  Lake,  Crystal  Lake  -  Brockners 

Q,  -  Golden,  Holland,  ’Beaver  Moadow’,  Java  Lake  -  James,  Gunning,  Beckers' 

R  -  East  Aurora,  Orchard  Park,  Chestnut  Ridge,  Emery  Park  -  Fleming,  Knox,  Wild, 
Edmonds,  Unger,  Grscvinsky,  Edmonds. 

S  -  Peace  Bridge  to  Angola  -  Tifft  St.  -  Braunberns 
T  -  Hamburg,  Eden  pond  and  south  -  Bacons,  Schwengcr 

TT  -  Angola  to  Silver  Creek,  Cattaraugus  Res.,  Cowan da  -  Creighton,  Heiberg 
U  -  Silver  Creek  to  Dunkirk,  E-W  Mud  lakes  *  Forestville  to  Cherry  Creek  -  Rew, 
Ruthbun 

V  -  Dunkirk  to  Fredonia,  Boar  and  Cassadaga  Lakes,  Dunkirk  to  Westfield  -  Stanley, 

Schobers  ... 

W  -  Chautauqua  Lake,  Hayville  Swamps,  'Frews burg,  Allen  Park,  Findley  Lake,  Clymer 

Pond,  Jamestown  area  -  Beal,  Sundell,  Robinson,  Hiller,  Ahrens,  Elderkins 
X  -  Allegany  State  Park,  East  Randolph  -  Not  covered 

Y  -  Allegany  River,  Vandalia,  Olean  -  Eatons 

Z  -  Well svi lie,  Cuba  Lake,  Belmont,  Brown’s  f&rsb,  Boandga  Club  Pond,  Scio,  Alma’ 
Pond,  Whitesville  Marsh  -  McMurtrys,  McClures,  Davie,  Belmont,  Broudos, 
Chenault . 


Bird  List 


Common  Loon 
Horned  Grebe 
Piod-billed  Grebe 
Great  Blue  Heron 
Bl.-cr.  Night  Heron 
*Mute  Swan 
Whittling  Swan 
Canada  Goose 
Snow  Goose 
Mallard 
B  lack  Duck 
*Gr.dwall 
Pintail 

* Green-winged  Teal 
Blue-winged  Teal 
Am.  Widgeon 
Shoveller 

Wood  Duck 
Redhead 

Ring-necked  Duck 

Canvas -back 

Greater  Scaup 

Lesser  Scaup 

Am,  Golden-eye 

Buf fie -head 

Old -squaw 

Ruddy  Duck 

IIo  od e d  Me r ga n  s er 

Am.  Merganser 

Red- breasted  Merganser 

Turkey  Vulture 

Sharp- shinned  Hawk 

Cooper’s  Hawk 

Re  d- 1  a  i  1  e d  Haw  k 

Rod- shouldered  Hawk 

Rough -legged  Hawk 

Bald  Eagle 


7 

460 

81 

92 

30 

1 

’  804 

16,650 

2 

259 
341 
’  2 
1,379 

30 
73 

323 

38 

22 

216 

337 

'993 

2,640 

1,067 

1,038 

373 

91 

31 
•142 

1,180 

2,397 

13 

2 

2 

26 

6 

1 

3 


Marsh  Hawk 
Sparrow  Hawk 
Ruffed  Grouse 
Pheasant 
Turkey 
Coot 

KLlldeer 
Woodcock 
Wilson’s  Snipe 
*Greater  Yellow-logs 
*Losser  Yellow-logs 
Glaucous  Gull 
Iceland  Gull 
Kumlien’s  Gull 
Gr.  Black- backed  Gull 
Herring  Gull 
Ring-billed  Gull 
Bonaparte’s  Gull 
*Rock  Dove 
Mourning  Dovo 
Screech  Owl 
Great  Honied  Owl 
*B  arred  Owl 
Belted  Kingfisher 
Fli cker 

Piloated  Woodpecker 
Red-headed  Woodpecker 
Hairy  Woodpecker 
Downy  Woodpecker 
Phoebe 

Prairie  Horned  Lark 
Treo  Swallow 
Bluo  Jay 
Crow 

Black-capped  Chickadee 

Tufted  Titmouse 

Whit c -breasted  Nuthatch 
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23 

64 

2 

46 

1 

227 

307 

2 

6 

2 

1 

4 

2 

1 

17 
6;  641 
14,073 
80 
83 
269 
2 
2 
2 
27 

9 

4 

2 

13 
32 
32 
117 
17 
'  65 
1,943 

265 

9 

27 


r.od-brea st ed  Nuthatch 

3 

Evening  Grosbeak 

72 

Brown  Creeper 

12 

Goldfinch 

9 

5f'L inter  Wren 

4 

Eastern  Towh.ee 

2 

Carolina  Viren 

3 

Vesper  Sparrow 

1 

■" Brown  Thra  sli or 

•  1 

Slate -colored  Junco 

922 

Robin 

2,267 

Tree  Sparrow 

509 

Bluobi rd 

22 

Field  Sparrow 

4 

Golden- crowned  Kinglet 

11 

Fox  Sparrow 

8 

Pi  pit 

3 

Swamp  Sparrow 

'  3 

Cedar  Waxwing 

57 

Song  Sparrow 

1,454 

Migrant  Shrike 

•  10 

Unidentified  Ducks 

519 

Starling 

16,810 

"  Scaup 

426 

House  Sparrow 

2,256 

M  Hawks 

5 

Meadowlark 

•445 

*  Accipiters 

1 

Rod-winged  Blackbird 

16,848 

”  Butoos 

•  1 

Rusty  Blackbird 

77 

"  Gulls 

3,063 

Graeklo 

4,26o 

"  Shrikes 

2 

Cc  weird 

Cardinal 

1,961 

42 

"  Others 

5 

108,000 

R.D,  Coggeshall,  Lc-.dcr 


FLORIDA  INTERLUDE 

It  was  only  by  chance  on  that  pleasant  July  evening  that  we  noticed  three 
cruisers  moored  to  the  pilings  in  the  inlet  at  the  town  of  Ev  erglades  on  the  west 
coast  of  Florida,  The  words  ^National  Audubon  Society®  immediately  caught  our 
attention,  and  upon  approaching  we  introduced  ourselves  to  Mr.  II.  Bennett,  the 
Society*s  warden  in  that  area.  His  first  words  were  to  ask  us  if  we  would  like  to 
come  with  him  to  observe  the  evening  bird  flight  at  Duck  Rock  in  the  Ten  Thousand 
Islands*  We  hesitated  only  long  enough  to  grasp  binoculars,  camera  and  jackets  and 
soon  were  heading  seaward  in  the  smaller  launch*  past  mangrove  covered  shores  and 
tall  gray  cypresses. 

In  the  top  branches  of  a  dead  tree  emerging  from  the  green  of  the  forest,  a 
long  winged,  gray,  white  and  black  bird  was  perched,  while  another  planed  to  and 
fro  in  the  gentle  wind  currents  above  the  trees.  These  Swallow-tailed  Kites,  fas¬ 
cinatingly  beautiful  masters  of  flight,  are  a  never  ending  pleasure  to  observe.  We 
moved  in  very  close  to  the  mangrove  fringe  and  into  a  small  shallow  bay  of  one  of 
tho  keys.  Cruising  slowly,  wo  scanned  the  trees  back  from  the  shore.  Several  Ibises 
and  a  Lousiana  Heron,  alarmed  by  our  close  approach,  took  flight.  Suddenly  we  notice* 
two  birds  perched  on  a  branch  of  a  fallen  tree  above  the  tangled  vegetation.  We  cut 
the  engine  and  glided  slowly  nearer.  In  the  rays  of  tho  evening  sun,  standing  out 
white  and  bright  pin!$:  against  the  dark  foliage,  these  Roseate  Spoonbills  were  an 
entranc  ing  picture  indeed.  From  that  island  we  entered  more  open  water  and  within 
a  half  hour  were  anchored  a  little  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  Duck  Rock. 

Of  a  few  acres  extent,  overgrown  with  tall  mangroves  and  bordered  by  a  rocky  shore 
now  exposed  by  the  ebbing  tide,  this  key  is  one  of  similar  hundreds  along  this 
coast , 

As  we  watched  the  Brown  Pelicans  sailing  over  the  calm  water  and  the  Gray 
Kingbirds  carrying  large  insects  to  their  young  on  tho  key,  the  blazing  sun  dropped 
toward  a  huge  moss  of  dark  cumulous  clouds  in  the  west,  and  the  bird  flight  began. 
From  the  north  and  east  they  came,  from  the  keys,  the  Great  Cypress  Swamp,  the  boggy 
meadows  and  the  vast  expanse  of  the  sawgrass  river.  First  they  came  singly,  in  pairs 
or  in' small  groups,  beating  steadily  toward  the  island,  Lousiana  Herons,  Little 
Blues,  American  Egrets  and  Snowies.  And  then  far  off  over  the  horizon  appeared  a 
long,  thin  wavering  line  of  white,  then  another  and  another.  Materializing,  it 
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scorned,  out  of  nowhere,  shining  in  the  sun  like  snowflakes  against  the  dark  ska-, 
tlic  legions  of  White  Ibis  flow  toward  Duck  hock.  Flock  after  flock  passed  cnoi  1  *  t 
seemed  that  there  would  bo  no  end*  Slanting  close  overhead,  their  curved  red  aills 
and  long  legs  outthrust,  their  wings  /nakihg  a  rustling  whisper  through  the  air, 
they  hurtled  toward  the  mangroves.  For  almost  an  hour  they  came,  until  the  island 
was  white  with  noisy  birds.  Here  they  would  roost,  safer  from  predation  than  on 
the  mainland,  unplagued  by  mosquitoes,  until  dawn  would  find  them  scattering  far 
and  wide  over  south  Florida.  Not  until  the  night  became  black  did  they  cease  to 
come.  Then  we  cast  off  to  cruise  round  the  island.  The  launch  startled  the  Man-o1- 
War  Birds  into  hesitant  wheeling  flight  over  the  mangroves,  which  now  held  over 
seven  thousand  birds. 


As  wo  turned  back  toward  Everglades  in  a  darkened  world  of  wator  and  watched 
the  glittering  phospho  rose  once  of  our  wake,  wc  could  not  but  pondor  how,  in  years 
gone  by,  these  magnificent  creatures  were  killed  relentlessly  for  food  or  so-called 
sport  until  but  a  remnant  of  their  mighty  numbers  remained.  But  now  hero  they  are 
for  all  to  enjoy  again  by  the  thousands,  breathtaking,  wonderful,  in  a  never-to-be- 
forgotten  drama  of  nature.  That  this  is  so  is  an  everlasting  tribute  to  those 
people  all  over  the  country  who  possess  the  spirit,  in  those  materialistic  times, 
of  a  simple  and  sincere  appreciation  of  the  boauty  and  value  of  natural  things  and 
who  gave  of  their  time  and  money  in  various  ways  to  ensure  that  this  small,  but 
extremely  valuable,  pfdrt  of  our  natural  heritage  be  preserved.  It  was  once  written' 
that  simply  to  appreciate  is  moro  important  than  any  material  accomplishment  of  man, 
and  out  there,  in  that  world  of  flashing  wings  and  brilliant  sky,  we  know  tho  truth 
of  the  statement.  We  felt  the  peace  and  full  satisfaction  which  flows  from  a  deep 
appreciation  of  God»s  creations. 


Patricia  and  Bob  Andrle 


BRADD0CK«3  BAY  FIELD  TRIP  -  APRIL  24,  1?55 

Sixteen  members  of  the  B.O.S.  started  out  in  lovely  sunshine  on  April  24  to 
observe  hawks  from  a  lookout  point  near  Rochester.  Upon  arriving  at  this  point  we 
met  about  fourteen  Rochester  observers,  Ed  Seeber  from  Ithaca,  and  Mrs.  McMurtry 
from  Wellsville. 

hawks  were  scarce.  According  to  the 

As  the  morning  progressed,  clouds  came  up,  the  air  became  cooler,  and ^Rochester 
observers,  some  four  thousand  Brondwings  had  gone  over  on  Friday,  April  22.  Every¬ 
body  had  good  views  of  the  European  Widgeon.  At  East  Manitou  Point  we  saw  the 
Caspian  Tern  and  Common  Loons  migrating  over  Lake  Ontario,  but  not  in  great  numbers. 
A  year  ago,  at  this  same  spot,  we  saw  hundreds  of  Red-throated  Loons  flying  from 
east  to  wost  over  the  lake.  By  afternoon  the  wind  had  come  up  very  strongly  and 
the  rain  fell  heavily.  There  were  a  great  many  geese  throughout  the  territory. 
Flocks  of  Pectoral  Sandpipers  were  also  in  the  Oak  Orchard  area.  In  the  late 
evening  we  wished  we  had  time  to  obtain  an  accurate  count  of  the  Shovellers  feeding 
in  the  Wolcott sville  Sinks. 


Mary  Louise  Emersoh,  Leader  for 

Dr.  David  Greene 


PROGRAM  -  MEETINGS 


Wednesday,  June  8  -  8:00  P.M.  -  Humboldt  Room  of  the  B  uffalo  Museum  of  Science. 

Film:  ’’Birds  of  Woody  Island”,  Report  of  Spring  Census  -  Mrs,  E.C. 
Ulrich,  Leader.  Interesting  reports  -  all  members. 

Wednesday,  June  22  -  Picnic  Meeting  at  Buckhorn  Island  State  Park.  Meet  west  of 
tall  gate  at  6:30  P.M.  Bring  your  supper, 
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,Tuly  -  No  meetings 


PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 

Sunday,  Juno  26  -  Canadian  Shore  of  Lake  Erie.  Leader:  Robert  Coggeshall  (PL.  0120). 
Meet  at  the  Peace  B  ridge  at  7:00  A.M. 


Saturday  to  Monday,  July  2-4  -  Algonquin  Bark.  Co-ordinators:  Mr.  ft  Mrs,  J.E,  Bacon 
(EM.  5184). 

Sunday,  July  5  -  Tonawanda  Indian  Reservation  and  Oak  Orchard.  Leader:  Mary  Louise 
Emerson  (LI.  0067).  Meet  at  Delaware  Ave.  and  Sheridan  Drive  at  7:00  A.M. 

Saturday,  July  9  -  Grand  Island  Sanctuary,  Leader:  Bernard  Nathan  (GR.  0675),  Meet 
at  Delaware  and  Hortel  Avenues  at  7:00  A.M. 

Sunday,  July  10  -  Highland  Bogs.  Leader:  Richard  Byion  (East  Aurora  6j5W).  Meet  at 
City  Hall  at  6:30  A.M. 

Sunday,  July  24  -  Canadian  Shore  of  Lake  Erie.  Leader:  Kathryn  Praemassing 
(VI.  3289).  Meet  at  Peace  Bridge  at  7:00  A.M. 


NOTE:  Hawkweed,  which  bright  ;ns  our  roadsides  at  this  time  of  year,  is  so-called 
because  the  Ancients  (as  recorded  by  Pliny  and  others)  supposed  that  hawks 
used  the  plant  to  strengthen  their  eyesight. 

from  Gray’s  Manual  of  Botany  -  M.L.  Fernald 


NEW  ORNITHOLOGICAL  BOOKS  ACCESSIONED  IN  LIBRARY  AND  READING  ROOM  SINCE  MARCH,  1954 

THE  AMERICAN  WILD  TURKEY,  by  Henry  E.  Davis  -  Small  Arms  Tech.  Co. 

SEABIRDS,  by  James  Fisher  -  Houghton  Mifflin 

ALBUM  OF  SOUTHERN  BIRDS,  by  Samuel  A.  Grimes  -  Univ.  of  Texas  Pr. 

CLARENCE ,  THE  LIFE  OF  A  SPARROW,  by  Lucy  A.  Kipps  -  Putnam 
THE  CALIFORNIA  CONDOR,  by  Carl  B.  Koford  -  National  Audubon  Soc. 

BIRD-RINGING,  by  Ronald  M*  Lockloy  -  Lockwood 

FIELD  GUIDE  TO  THE  BIRDS  OF  BRITAIN  ^  EUROPE,  by  Roger  Tory  Peterson  -  Collins 

GUIDE  TO  BIRD  FINDING  WEST  OF  MISSISSIPPI,  by  O.S.  Pettingill  -  Oxford 

SOCLiL  FEEDING  BEHAVIOR  OF  BIRDS,  by  Austin  L.  Rand  -  Chicago  Natural  History  Museum 

LIVES  OF  WILD  BIRDS,  by  Aretus  L.  Saunders  -  Doubloday 

FINE  BIRD  BOOKS  1700-1900,  by  -S.  Sitwell  -  Collins 

AVIAN  PHYSIOLOGY,  by  Paul  D.  Sturkie  -  Comstock 

TIIE  GREAT  HORNED  OWL,  by  John  &  Joan  George  -  Dutton  (Juvenile) 

FLORIDA  BIRD  LIFE,  by  Alexander  Sprunt  -  Coward  McCann 
THE  HERRING  GULL’S  WORLD,  by  Nikolaas  Tinbergen  -  Collins 
JOHN  JAMES  AUDUBON,  by  Margaret  &  John  Kieran  -  Random  House 


Please  mail  your  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  third  day  of  the  following 

month  to  Cyril  T.  Wolfling,  Box:  87,  Alden,  New  York 

EDITOR:  Ray  McCann,  59  Anderson  Place,  Buffalo  22,  New  York 

TREASURER:  Frederick  Vanderbles,  4826  North  Harlem  Road,  Snyder  21,  New  York 
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Published  Monthly  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  §ociety,  Inc, 

Buffalo,  New  York 


THE  MONTH 


The  warmth  of  April  lasted  through  the  first  five  days  of  May,  There  followed 
a  period  of  sixteen  days  (from  the  6th  through  the  21st)  which  were  almost  exactly 
normal  in  respect  to  temperature,  and  nearly  devoid  of  any  precipitation  or  wind. 

The  22nd,  the  day  of  our  spring  census,  was  14  degrees  warmer  than  normal.  The 
rest  of  the  month  was  warm  and  rainy.  This  is  the  weather  pattern  of  what  I  am  sure 
was  the  poorest  May  for  bird  observing  in  many  years.  The  warmth  of  the  first  fivq 
days  accounts  for  the  fairly  normal  arrival  dates  of  many  of  the  early  May  migrants. 
But  during  the  next  sixteen  days,  which  should  have  included  the  best  part  of  the 
spring  migration,  with  the  normal  highs  and  lows  of  abundance,  there  was  not  a 
single  good  day.  The  l6th  was  fair,  but  all  other  days  poor.  On  the  22nd,  the  day 
of  our  census,  every  observer  who  offered  comment,  complained  that  he  was  finding 
no  migrants,  -  only  summer  residents.  The  migration  was  over,  and  there  hadn?t 
been  any;  that  was  the  feeling  of  western  New  York  observers.  The  brightest  spot 
of  the  month  was  the  work  of  our  G.O.S.  friends,  cooperating  on  our  census  in  the 
region  west  of  Rochester.  Their  remarkable  finds  are  included  in  our  presidents 
report  of  the  spring  census. 

Clark  S.  Beardslee 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 

*  -  indicates  first  record  for  the  year 
L  -  n  last  M  ”  H  migration 


D.-cr.  Cormorant 

May 

7 

1 

Braddock’s  Bay 

Beardslee 

Whistling  Swan 

n 

1 2 , 1 3L 

1 

Foster  Lake,  Well svi lie 

McMurtry 

Canada  Goose 

it 

18 

1 

Audubon  Refuge 

Bacon 

Green-w.  Teal 

ii 

29L 

1 

Oak  Orchard 

Brockners 

American  Widgeon 

it 

29L 

1 

Oak  Orchard 

Brockners 

Redhead 

it 

4 

2 

Windmill  Pfc.,0nt. 

Woldman 

n 

1% 

1 

Can. shore  Lake  Erie 

Tulinoff  et  al 

Buf fie -head 

n 

15L 

1 

Can.  shore  Lake  Erie 

it  i» 

Whi te-w.  Scoter 

ti 

1 

250 

Mayville  Bay,  Chaut .  Co 

.  Elderkin 

Surf  Scoter 

ii 

1L 

3 

Ma yvi lie  Bay , Cha ut .  Co . 

i» 

Go  shawk 

n 

1L 

1 

Scio 

Mitchell 

Braod-wing.  Hawk 

ii 

14 

1 

Onovi lie 

Elderkin 

it 

1% 

2 

Taylor  Hollow 
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Bacon  et  al 

ft  t  I  -  * 


r 


)  « 

’ 


i  > 


Osprey  May  1 

2 

Alma,  Vanda lia 

McMurtry  et  al 

*  Ringed  Plover 

if 

7 

1 

Braddock’s  'Bay 

Beard sloe 

n 

14 

2 

Erie  Beach, Ont, 

Tulinoffs,  McCanns 

11 

13 

2 

Can.  shore  Lake  Erie 

Tulinoffs  et  al 

*31ack-bell.  Plover 

11 

14 

1 

Erie  Beach, Ont. 

Tulinfiffs,  McCanns 

11 

13 

7 

Can.  shore  Lake  Erie 

Tulinoffs  et  al 

*  Ruddy  Turnstone 

it 

13 

1 

it  ti  <  11  it 

11  11 

Hudsonian  Curlew 

ll 

24 

9 

Rose  Hill,  Ont. 

Fi  sk 

* Solitary  Sandpiper 

tl 

3 

1 

Well sville 

McMurtry 

Lessor  Yellow- legs 

II 

24L 

1 

Wellsville 

11 

*Lcast  Sandpiper 

II 

13 

3 

Can.  shore  Lake  Erie 

Tulinoff  et  al 

Rod-  bled ,  Sandpi  pe  r 

II 

29 

3 

Oak  Orchard 

Brockners 

*  Semi  palm.  Sandpiper 

tt 

14 

9 

Frewsburg 

Elderkin 

*Sand  or  ling 

It 

13 

1 

Can.  shore  Lake  Erie 

Tulinoff  ot  al 

Caspian  Tom 

It 

1 

1 

Morgan’s  Point, Ont. 

Webster,  Norton,Rew 

*Biack  Tern 

II 

7 

20 

Braddock’s  Bay 

Beardslee 

It 

8 

3 

Allegany  State  Park 

Elderkin 

*Yellow-b.  Cuckoo 

II 

14 

1 

Onoville 

it 

II 

13 

2 

Taylor  Hollow 

Bacon  et  al 

*Black-b.  Cuckoo 

II 

14 

1 

Holloway  Bay, Ont. 

Tulinoffs,  McCanns 

II 

13 

2 

Taylor  Hollow 

Bacon  et  al 

*Wh i p - po 0  r- w i 1 1 

II 

2 

2 

Well sville 

McMurtry 

II 

3 

1 

Erie  Beach,oat . 

Woldman 

*Ni ghthawk 

II 

13 

1 

Earnest  own 

Elderkin 

II 

20 

1 

Wellsville 

McMurtry 

II 

21 

1 

Delaware  Pk. 

Brockner 

II 

21 

1 

Ken  mo  re 

Beardslee 

hummingbird 

II 

9 

1 

Forest  Lawn 

Brockner 

II 

14 

1 

Onoville 

Elderkin 

It 

14 

1 

Holloway  Bay,0nt. 

Tulinoffs,  McCanns 

*Kingbird 

tl 

4 

1 

Wellsville 

McMurtry 

II 

6 

1 

Rose  Hill, Ont. 

Fisk 

*Crestdd  Flycatcher 

II 

3 

1 

Delaware  Pk. 

K,  McCann,  S. Brockner 

II 

5 

1 

n  11 

Siskin,  Woldman 

*Yellow-b.  Flycatcher  " 

'13 

1 

Taylor  Hollow 

Mel  berg,  Creighton 

*Least  Flycatche  r 

II 

3 

3 

Delaware  Pk. 

Brockner 

II 

4 

1 

n  it 

Woldman 

II 

4 

1 

Allen  Pk. ,  Jamestown 

Elderkin 

*Wood  Pewoe 

ft 

16 

1 

it  11  11 

11 

II 

20 

1 

Wellsvi  lie 

McMurtry 

* Cliff  Swallow 

II 

8 

2 

near  Jamestown 

Elderkin 

II 

10 

1 

Wellsvi lie 

McMurtry 

Tufted  Titmouse 

II 

3 

1 

Delaware  Pk. 

K.  McCann,  S. Brockner 

II 

9 

1 

Wellsville, Davies 

► 

Sanctuary 

McMurtry 

House  Wren 

II 

1 

1 

Arkwright 

Brockners 

It 

1 

1 

Wellsville 

McMurtry 

Winter  Wren 

II 

3L 

1 

Delaware  Park 

Beardslee 

Carolina  Wren 
*Long-b.  Marsh  Wren 
Catbird 
’•'Wood  Thrush 

Hermit  Thrush 
*Olivo-b.  Thrush 
*Voory 

Bluo-g.  Gnat cat cher 


often 
"  3 

"  5 
"  2 

”  3 

"  16L 
»  12 

"  3 

"  4 

M  14,15 
”  15 
20 


1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

2 


Hamburg,  Bacon’s  Feeder 
Erie  Beach,0nt. 

65  Ardmore  St.,Bflo. 

Hamburg 

Delaware  Pk. 

Forest  Lawn 

Can,  shore  Lako  Erie 

Delaware  Pk, 

Pt.  Abino,0nt, 

On  ovi  lie  (Building  nest) 
Taylor  Hollow 
Rose  Hill,0nt* 
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Bacons 
Woldman 
S.  Brockner 
Avery 

K.McCann,  S. Brockner 
Nathan 

K,McCann,  Creighton 

K.  McCann, S, Brockner 

Woldman 

Elderkin 

Bacon  et  al 

Fisk 


11 


{•  <■ 


’•  «■ 


T 


pipit  May  1 

several 

Batavia 

Buckland 

*Yollow-th.  Vireo 

ti 

14 

1 

Onoville 

Elderkin 

it 

15 

2 

Taylor  Hollow 

Bacon  et  al 

Solitary  Virco 

it 

1 

1 

Wellsville 

McMurtry 

*Red-oyed  Vireo 

it 

5 

1 

Delaware  Park 

K.McCann,S.  Brockner 

n 

14 

2 

Holloway  Bay,0nt. 

Tulinoffs,  McCanns 

it 

14 

1 

Bone  Run,  Allog.  St.Pk. 

Elderkin 

*P  hiladclphia  Vireo 

it 

16 

1 

Forest  Lawn 

Mitchell 

Garbling  Vireo 

it 

4 

1 

Wellsville 

McMurtry 

n 

4 

1 

Delaware  Pk. 

Woldman 

ii 

4 

1 

Forest  Lawn 

S. Brockner,  K.McCann 

Bl.  &  Wh.  Warbler 

it 

1 

1 

Alma 

Mitchell  et  al 

*Goldon-w.  Warbler 

ii 

4 

1 

Forest  Lawn 

Nathan 

*Bluo-w.  Warbler 

n 

7 

6 

Jamestown 

Elderkin 

it 

15 

5 

Taylor  Hollow 

Bacon  et  al 

*Browster,s  Warbler 

ii 

6 

1 

Rose  Hill,  Ont. 

Fisk 

ii 

15 

1 

Taylor  Hollow 

Bacon  et  al 

*Tennossoo  Warbler 

it 

20 

1 

Belmont 

McMurtry 

n 

3 

1 

Erie  Beach* Ont* 

Woldman 

ii 

5 

1 

Allen  Pk*,  Jamestown 

Elderkin 

it 

5 

1 

Forest  Lawn 

Mitchell,  Kelloggs 

*Nashville  Warble  r 

it 

2 

2* 

Delaware  Pk* 

Woldman 

it 

3,4 

1,2 

n  it 

K.  McCann,  S.Brockne] 

*Paiula  Warbler 

it 

15 

4 

Taylor  Hollow 

Bacon  et  al 

ii 

24 

1 

Wellsville 

McMurtry 

*Magnolia  Warbler 

« 

3 

1- 

Erie  Beach, Ont. 

Woldman  ' 

ii 

3,4 

1.1 

Delaware  Park 

K.McCann,  S. Brockner 

it 

6 

4 

Forest  Lawn 

it  ii 

*Cape  May  Warbler 

ti 

12 

4 

Forest  Lawn,  Del.  Park 

M.  &  M.L.  Emerson 

*Bl-thr.  31. -Warbler 

n 

4 

1 

Forest  Lawn 

S. Brockner,  K.McCann 

ii 

5 

1 

it  n 

Schaffner,  Siskin, 
Woldman 

*Bl.-th.  G-r. -Warbler 

n 

2 

1 

Delaware  Pk. 

Woldman 

* Cerulean  Warbler 

it 

12 

2 

Can. shore  Lake  Erie 

K.McCann,  Creighton 

it 

14 

1 

Onoville 

Elderkin 

it 

15 

1 

Taylor  Hollow 

Bacon  et  al 

*Blackbum.  Warbler 

it 

1 

1 

Wellsville 

McMurt ry 

n 

1-4 

1-4 

Delaware  Pk. 

Woldman,  K.McCann, 

S.  Brockner 

*  Che  st  nu  t  -  s  •  Warbler 

it 

1 

1 

Wellsville 

McMurtry 

n 

4 

2 

Delaware  Pk. 

Woldman 

n 

7 

1 

Jamestown 

Elderkin 

*gay~br .  Warbler 

it 

15 

1 

Taylor  Hollow 

Bacon  et  al 

*  Black- poll  Warbler 

ii 

15 

1 

Can.  shore  Lake  Erie 

Tulinoff  et  al 

*W ,  -  palm  Wa rblo  r 

ii 

2 

1 

Delaware  Pk. 

Woldman 

* Oven-bird 

it 

4 

1 

Delaware  Pk. 

ti 

ii 

10 

1 

Wei  lsville 

McMurt  ry 

Nor.  Waterthrush 

ii 

1 

1 

Wellsville 

ii 

*Mo u rni ng  Wa r bl e r 

ii 

15 

2 

Taylor  Hollow 

Baccn  et  al 

it 

21 

1 

Delaware  Pk. 

Bro ckner 

*  Common  Ycllowthroat 

it 

7 

1 

Wellsville 

McMurtry 

*Hoo  de  d  Wa  rb  lo  r 

n 

15 

5 

Taylor  Hollow 

Bacon  et  al 

*B1. -capped  Warbler 

n 

20 

1 

Wellsville 

McMurtry 

n 

2.1 

1 

Forest  Lawn 

Brockner 

* Canada  Warbler 

it 

8 

1 

Wilson 

Tulinoffs 

* Red start 

n 

7 

2 

Jamestown 

Elderkin 

*  Bobo  link 

n 

3 

4 

Batavia 

Buckland 

it 

7 

3 

Jarre  st  own 

Elderkin 

*Orchard  Oriole 

it 

15 

4 

Can. shore  Lake  Erie 

Tulinoff  et  al 
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* 


( 


» 


*Baltimore  Oriole 


* Scarlet  Tan age r 
*Rose-br.  Grosbeak 
*Indigo  Bunting 


Evening  Grosbeak 


Pine  Siskin 
*Wh#-c.r,  Sparrow 

^Lincoln’s  Sparrow 


May  4 

1 

Pt  4  Abino  ,0nt . 

Woldman 

ti 

5 

1 

Allen  Pk. , Jamestown 

Elderkin 

tt 

5 

2 

Hamburg 

Bacon 

u 

4 

1 

Allen  Pk. , Jamestown 

Elderkin 

it 

5 

1 

Delaware  Pk. 

K. McCann,  S.  Brockner 

11 

12 

1 

Can.  shore  Lake  Erie 

H.  Creighton, 

K.  McCann 

n 

14 

2 

Onoville 

Elderkin 

11 

15 

1 

Can.  shore  Lake  Erie 

Tulinoff  et  al 

11 

1-20 

2-50 

Hamburg,  feeders 

Bacon,  Avery 

n 

3-19 

3-30 

Jamestown 

Elderkin 

it 

15 

1 

Can.  shore  Lake  Erie 

Tulinoff  et  al 

it 

1-20 

1-33 

Wellsvi  He 

McMurtry 

11 

7 

6 

Silver  Creek 

Brockner  et  al 

11 

3 

2 

Braddock’s  Bay 

Beafidslee 

ti 

4 

1 

Windmill  Pt.,ont. 

Woldman 

ti 

12 

1,  trapped  Hamburg 

Avery 

it 

14 

1 

Delaware  Pk. 

Brockner 

11 

15 

1 

Can.  shore  Lake  Erie 

Tulinoff  et  al 

11 

18 

1 

11  n  n  11 

Coggeshalls 

Species  previously  recorded 
Additional  species  recorded  in  May 
Total  species  to  date 


164 

59  (includes  Hudsonian  Curlew  from  May  Bird 
223  Count 


REPORT  OF  STRING  COUNT  -  SUNDAY,  MY  22,  1955 


Territories 

A  -  Port  Erie  to  Niagara  Falls,  Ont.  including  Chippewa,  Dufferin  Isles  &  Canadian 
Gorge  -  Fred  Salisbury,  Sue  Salisbury,  Bert  Lowe,  Constance  Lowe 
B  -  J?eace  Bridge  west  to  Port  Colbome,  Ont.,  including  Mud  Lake  -  K.  Praemassing, 

E.  Praemassing,  Leiola  &  Ed,  Cummiskey,  D.  Gamble,  Mrs.  B.  Fisk, 

Mrs.  B.  Gleriny. 

C  -  Port  Colborne,  Ont  .  to  Rockhouse  Point  -  H.  Mitchell,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  Hickman 
Dr.  H.  Osgood,  Miss  C.  Moore 

D  -  Rockhouse  Point  to  Dunnville,  Ont.  and  inland  -  B.  Nathan ,  Ed.  Seeber, 

J.  Braunberns,  A.  Schaffner,  J.  Filor,  R.  Byron,  Pitell,  Langford. 

E  -  Niagara  Falls,  Ont.  to  Port  Dalhousie,  Ont.  and  inland  -  C.S,  Beardslee, 

R.M.  Verrill 

F  -  Grand  Island  -  Ellen  J.  Windsor,  Mary  Louise  Emerson,  Elizabeth  Faul 
H  -  Jamestown,  southern  Chautauqua  Lake  Outlet  continuing  to  Bone  Run  &  Onoville  - 
C.M.  BEal,  Claude  Parker,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  G.  Burge  son,  Mr.  Belknap, 

A.  Hiller,  Dan  Lockwood,  Mir.  &  Mrs.  T.  Elderkin 
J  -  Oak  Orchard,  Medina  -  Alabama  Read  -  Mr.  &  Mrs,  R.  McCann,  Mr.  &  Mrs,  A.V. 
Tulinoff 

K  -  Bearswamp,  Maple  and  Cedar  Streets,  Tonawanda  Indian  Reservation  -  A.  ft  E,  Ulrich 
M.  Lovelace. 

L  -  Monroe  County  west  of  Genesee  River  including  Charlotte  to  Shore  Acres,  Ling 
Rd,  to  Hamlin  Beach  Park,  Reed  Rd.  and  Leroy  Areas  -  Niel  S.  Moon,  Laura  W. 

Moon,  Gerhard  W.  Leubher,  Ronald  Simons,  Daniel  Simons,  Don  Bieber, 

Harry  Van  Bourden,  Richard  O’Hara 

M  -  Batavia  and  vicinity  -  Mrs.  K,  Pixley.  Mrs.  R.  Mason,  Max  and  June  Mason, 

Geo,  Mahaney,  R.  and  N.  Annabel 

N  -  Buffalo  and' vicinity  -  M.  Wendling.  M.  Wendling,  G.  Webster,  Mrs.  C.Beardslee 
0  -  Gainesville,  New  York  -  Mrs,  E.V.  Smith 

P  -  Castile,  Now  York  and  vicinity  -  Mrs,  M.G.  Thompson,  Lawrence  Smith,  and  Conable 
Q,  -  Lotchworth  Park  -  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Walter  KLabunde . 

R  -  East  Aurora,  Varysburg,  Arcade,  Java  Lake  -  Anna  Mae  Bacoh,  J.  Bacon,  W. 

Sibbers,  L.  Turner. 
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S  -  Hamburg,  Orchard  Park,  Chestnut  Ridge  Park,  Avery’s  Feeder,  and  South  Hill  Rc  •  *■ 

II.  Creighton.  E.  Melberg,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  Avery,  Stovall. 

T  -  Taylor  Hollow,  Versailes,  Genesee  Rd.,  Shirley  Rd.,  New  Oregon  Rd.-  C.  Wolfling, 

H.  Thorpe 

U  -  South  Harbor,  Tift  St.,  Lakeside  Cemetery,  along  south  shore  to  Silver  Creek  - 

Dr.  H.  Axtell.  R.  Art  ell 

V  -  Silver  Creek  to  Barcelona  and  intaid  -  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Stanley,  Teresa  Schober, 

Virginia  Moierhoffer,  Josephine  Clark 
W  -  Zoar  Valley  »  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  Prattle t  Mr.  and  Mrs.  R.F.  Kiersch 
X  -  Allegany  State  Park  -  Elma  Bowen 

Y  -  Wellsvi lie  area,  River  to  South,  Alma  Hill,  Belmont  -  Edna  McMurtry,  W. 

McMurtry,  Mr,  and  Mrs,  T.  McClure,  Paul  Davies,  Mrs*  D.  Baker. 

Z  -  Vandalia  to  Portville  along  the  river,  North  Cuba  Marsh  and  Cuba  Lake  - 

Dr.  S.W.  Eaton,  F.G.  Meyer,  Robert  Smith 


Species 

No* 

Terr. 

Specie  s. 

No, 

Common  Loon 

4 

Florida  Gallinule 

34 

Homed  Grobo 

1 

D 

Coot 

13 

Fiod-billed  Grebe 

27 

Ringed  Plover 

26 

Great  Blue  Heron 

177 

Killdeer 

400 

Amor.  Egret 

3 

LY 

Black-bell.  Plover 

13 

Little  Blue  Heron 

1 

D 

Ruddy  Turnstone 

71 

Green  Heron 

68 

Woodcock 

13 

Black-crown.  Night  Hercn 

30 

Wilson’s  Snipe 

2 

Z 

Yellow-crown .  Night  Heron 

1 

L 

Hudsonian  Curlew 

7 

D 

Amor.  Bittern 

21 

Upland  Sandpiper 

8 

Least  Bittern 

2 

D 

Spotted  Sandpiper 

286 

Whistling  Swan 

3 

Z 

Solitary  Sandpiper 

6 

Canada  Goose 

42 

J 

Greater  Yellow-legs 

3 

Amor.  Brant 

3 

L 

Lesser  Yellow -legs 

7 

Mallard 

100 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

1 

L 

Black  Duck 

48 

W-rump.  Sandpiper 

3 

L 

Pintail 

5 

Least  Sandpiper 

31 

Gre on-wing.  Teal 

2 

L 

Red-back.  Sandpiper 

127 

Blue-wing.  Teal 

28 

Semipalmated  Sandpiper 

29 

Amer.  Widgeon 

3 

Sanderling 

1 

C 

Shoveller 

1 

D 

Wilson’s  Phalarope 

1 

L 

Wood  Duck 

13 

Great  Black -back.  Gull 

1 

D 

Canvas- back 

1 

C 

Herring  Gull 

211 

Lesser  Scaup 

33 

Ring-bill.  Gull 

2636 

A$er.  Golden- eye 

3 

A  L 

Bonaparte’s  Gull 

13 

L 

Old  Squaw 

& 

E 

Common  Tem 

1114 

White-wing.  Scoter 

1 

A 

Caspian  Tern 

1 

V 

Ruddy  Duck 

3 

Black  Tem 

137 

Amor.  Merganser 

6 

Rock  Dove 

67 

Rcd-br.  Merganser 

93 

Mourning  Dove 

269 

Turkey  Vulture 

20 

Yellow-b.  Cuckoo 

19 

Sharp-sh.  Hawk 

3 

Black-b.  Cuckoo 

38 

Cooper’s  Hawk 

1 

H 

Barn  Owl 

2 

L 

Red-tail.  Hawk 

18 

Great  Horned  Owl 

3 

Red- hhould •  Hawk 

1 

Q, 

Barred  Owl 

3 

Broad-wing.  Hawk 

36 

L 

Saw-whet  Owl 

1 

L 

Marsh  Hawk 

8 

Whip-poor-will 

3 

Osprey 

2 

L 

Night hawk 

23 

Sparrow  Hawk 

22 

Chimney  Swift 

339 

Ruffed  Grouse 

7 

Hummingbird 

30 

Pheasant 

10j5 

Belted  Kingfisher 

33 

Virginia  Rail 

3 

D,  L 

Flicker 

227 

Sora  Rail 

2 

L 

Pileated  Woodpecker 

1 

R 
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Rcd-b  el 1 .  W oodpocke r 

’T  “ 

L 

Rod-head •  Wood pecker 

19 

Ye3. 1  ow  -b  ol  1 ,  Sap  sue  ke  r 

2 

R 

Hairy  Woodpecker 

8 

Downy  Woodpecker 

39 

Kingbird 

J77 

Crested  Flycatcher 

206 

Phoebe 

124 

Alder  Flycatcher 

41 

Least  Flycatcher 

78 

Wood pew ee 

112 

Prairie  Homed  Lark 

39 

Tree  Swallow 

231 

Bank  Swallow 

893 

Rough -wing .  Swallow 

166 

Bain  Swallow 

497 

Cliff  Swallow 

34 

Purple  Martin 

622 

Blue  Jay 

188 

Crow 

319 

Black-c.  Chickadee 

202 

Tufted  Titmouse 

3 

T 

White-br,  Nuthatch 

28 

House  Wren 

169 

Carolina  Wren 

1 

H 

Long-b.  Marsh  Wren 

38 

Short -b.  Marsh  Wren 

1 

K 

Cat  bi  rd 

742 

Brown  Thrasher 

^2 

Rob  in 

2  330 

Woodthrush 

248 

Hermit  Thrush 

3 

P.  L 

Olive-b.  Thrush 

36 

Gray-ch*  Thrush 

2 

D  j  X 

Veory 

130 

Bluebird 

39 

Bluo-gr,  Gnat catcher 

9 

Pipit 

23 

L 

Cedar  Waxwing 

138 

Loggerhead  Shrike 

3 

Starlings 

3622 

Yellow-th,  Vireo 

23 

Solitary  Vireo 

4 

Red-eyed  Vireo 

426 

Ph.  i  lad  el  ph  i  a  Vir  e  0 

2 

D,  L 

Warbling  Vireo 

117 

Bl.  &  Wh.  Warbler 

14 

Prothonotary  Warbler 

4 

Gold en  -w .  Wa  rb  .le  r 

30 

Blue-w ,  Warbler 

34 

B  rew st or ’ s  Warble r 

3 

T,  H 

Tennessee  Warbler 

44 

Na sh vi lie  Wa  rbl e r 

7 

Pnrula  Warbler 

2 

V,  L 

Yellow  Warbler 

1900 

Magnolia  Warbler 

23 

Cape  May  Warbler 

4 

Bl.-thr.  Blue  Warbler 

12 

Species  n  No, 

Myrtle  Warbler  Z 

Bl.-thr.  Green  Warbler  29 
Cerulean  Warbler  38 

Blackburnian  Warbler  36 

Chestnut- s.  Warbler  114 

Bay-rbr.  Warbler  12 

Black  poll  Warbler  40 

Ovenbird  139 

Nor.  Waterthrush  13 

La.  Waterthrush  4 

Mourning  Warbler  36 

Com.  Yellowthroat  220 

Yellow-br.  Chat  6 

Hooded  Warbler  7 

Black- cap.  Warbler  3 

Canada  43 

Redstart  443 

House  Sparrow  1760 

Bobolink  436 

E.  Meadowlark  426 

Red-w.  Blackbird  2737 

Orchard  Oriole  10 

Baltimore  Oriole  703 

Crackle  1473 

Cowbird  721 

Scarlet  Tanager  160 

Cardinal  81 

Rose-br.  Grosbeak  119 

Indigo  Bunting  148 

Evening  Grosbeak  3 

Purplefinch  16 

Pine  Siskin  2  6 

Goldfinch  1303 

Eastern  Towhee  132 

Sa  vann  ah  Spa  r  r ow  227 

Grasshopper  Sparrow  39 

Henslow »s  Sparrow  16 

Vesper  Sparrow  77 

Slate-col.  Jiinco  9 

Chipping  Sparrow  272 

Field  Sparrow  203 

White-cr.  Sparrow  8 

Wbite-thr.  Sparrow  11 

Lincoln’s  Sparrow  1 

Swamp  Sparrow  73 

Song  Sparrow  971 
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Territories  25 

Observers  103 

No,  of  species  I90 

No,  of  Individuals  37,628 

(2000  of  these  individuals  were  an  estimated  number  of  gulls  and  terns  surround¬ 
ing  Gull  Island) 

The  weather  was  net  too  cooperative.  Most  reports  indicated  bright  and  sunny, 
except  for  a  couple  of  hours  of  cloudiness  and  a  very  light  shower  in  midmoming. 
The  temperature  became  hot  by  nidaf  temoon.  Many  reporters  stated  it  was  the 
hardest  bird  hunting  they  had  experienced  on  any  Spring  Birds  Count.  Birds  just 
were  not  present  or  were  playing  hard  to  find.  Mosquitoes,  by  the  millions,  added 
their  bit  (bite)  to  the  discouragement  of  the  day.  However, ‘the  sum  of  all  the 
reports  gave  numbers  of  species  (190)  and  of  individuals  (37,628)  comparable  to 
reports  of  form. or  years.  The  1900  Yellow  YJarblors  and  443  Redstarts  kept  the  total 
number  of  individual  warblers  closo  to  last  years  record.  Species  of  special 
interest  and  new  records  for  the  spring  count  were  Little  Blue  Heron,  Yellow- 
crowned  Night  Heron  and  Wilson’s  Phalarope.  Several  records  which  have  been 
reported  only  a  few  times  before  wore  Amer.  Egret,  Whistling  Swan,  Amer.  Brant,  and 
Saw-whet  Owl. 


TIEFT  STREET  BLACKBIRD  ROOST 


In  mid-October  I  noted  that  several  thousand  blackbirds  and  Starlings  were 
roosting  in  the  cattail  swamps  at  Tifft  Street.  A  suggestion  was  made  over  the 
"grapevine”  that  as  irony  observers  as  possible  meet  at  Tifft  Street  at  4;30  P.M.  on 
October  22,  1934,  to  attempt  to  got  an  estimate  of  the  total  number  of  birds  in  the 
roost.  Although  only  four  observers  appeared,  on  approximation  of  numbers  was  made 
by  estimating  the  individuals  of  each  flock  as  it  flew  into  the  roost. 

About  two  thirds  of  the  birds  observed  came  from  the  south  and  southeast,  and 
wore  counted  by  Harold  Axtell  and  William  Almendinger •  Those  coming  to  the  roose 
fiom  the  north,  northwest  and  northeast  were  counted  by  Philip  Greene  and  by  me. 
The  birds  started  to  fly  into  the  roost  at  about  4; 43  P.M.  and  apparently  all  were 
roosting  by  3:23  P.M.  While  it  was  impossible  with  so  few  observers  to  got  an 
accurate  count,  inasmuch  as  the  direct  eastern  approach  was  not  covered,  and  also 
because  of  the  continued  circling  of  some  of  the  flocks  both  over  and  near  the 
roosting  area,  which  may  have  resulted  in  some  duplication  of  recorded  numbers, 
nevertheless  0.  resume  of  the  resulting  count  my  be  of  interest 


Starlings . 13,313 

Rod-wings .  8,070 

Grackles .  133 

Cowbirds .  33 

Rusty  Blackbirds.  .  . .  16 

Total  23,769 


It  would  be  interesting  to  repeat  the  count  this  year,  with  more  observers  if 
possible,  at  approximately  the  same  date;  also  on  earlier  and  later  dates. 
Estimates  of  numbers  in  fall  blackbird  roosts  at  Oak  Orchard  Swamp,  the  Dunnville 
Marsh,  Burnt  ship  Croek,  and  in  other  areas  would  also  add  greatly  to  our  knowledge 
of  these  gregarious  birds  in  our  area. 


Harold  D.  Mitchell 
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DATE  EUTDE 


Extra  copies  of  the  recently  published  Date  Guide  to  the  Birds  of  Western 
Now  York;  and  Ad. j scent  Ontario  are  available  Writ~or "oa II" ’Mrs 7  eTcJV 

Ulrich,  193  LaSalle  Ava  , “Buffalo  34,  Wow  York  (FA,  8896}. 


FilvA TUNING  WEEK  END  -  NAY 

One  of  the  outstanding  group  projects,  with  which  the  B.O.S.  associates,  is 
tho  get-together  at  Pyma  tuning  Lake  on  the  Ohio- Pennsylvania  border.  This  year  the 
spring  gathering  was  hold  the  week  end  of  May  7- 8th*  A  goodly  number  of  western 
Few  York  birders  journeyed  down  on  Saturday  morning  to  the  semi-annual  rendezvous. 


an  interesting  stop  was  made  at  the  Silver  Creek  woods  where  most  of  us  had 
good  views  of  migrating  Pine  Siskins.  Here,  too,  we  were  joined  by  Alice  Ulrich  and 
her  Museum  bird  class.  Stopping  at  Dunkirk  for  a  coffee  break,  we  encountered 
Don  Gamble,  doing  the  same. 


We  went  on  t  o  Presque  Isle  at  Erie,  Luck  was  with  us  and  we  were  able  to  visit 
most  of  the  peninsula.  Everywhere,  one  could  see  evidence  of  the  recent  storm. 

The  peninsula  was  truly  devastated.  The  bayberry  bushes,  however,  were  fragrant 
with  their  new  spring  growth,  blue  lupine  made  the  sand  look  as  if  pieces  of  dey  had 
fallen,  and  it  wqs  Yellow  Warbler  day  on  Presque  Isle  3  "Beside  the  lake,  beneath 
the  trees,  fluttering  and  dancing  in  the  breeze  everywhere  one  looked  (or 
listened)  there  was  a  YU  1  low  Warbler,  and  not  much  more  3 


After  ico  cream  at  Howard  Johnson's  we  loft  for  Pyma tuning  with  no  stops  - 
except  for  the  signal  light  at  Route  20  which  had  an  English  Sparrow  nesting  in  it. 


Late  Saturday  afternoon  and  early  evening  we  visited  the  Museum  grounds  and 
renewed  acquaintances.  To  mo  one  of  the  pleasures  of  birding  is  meeting  birders, 
and  one  of  the  highlights  of  Pymatuning  is  seeing  folks  like  George  Smith  of 
Greensboro,  S.C.;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Savage  of  Ashtabula,  Ohio;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Chester 
Fuse  of  Meodvi lie ;  Comley  Shoemaker  of  Pittsburgh  and  oh,  so  many,  many,  others. 
Comlcy  Shoemaker,  naturalist  for  Frick  Park  in  Pittsburgh,  Pa.  showed  his  movies 
for  tile  Saturday  evening  program.  Those  excellent  films  were  mostly  taken  in 
Frick  Park  and  are  exceedingly  fine  color  films  of  many  of  the  common  birds. 


Sunday  we  were  up  at  six  for  a  hike  along  tho  railroad  tracks  where  Blue¬ 
winged  Warblers  were  abundant  as  usual.  Later  in  the  day  we  visited  Hartstown  and 
located  tho  nesting  Blue-gray  Gnat  catcher  and  Pileated  Woodpecker.  However,  the 
most  unusual  part  of  the  trip  was  the  great  scarcity  of  birds.  Not  only  were  there 
few  species  but  also  seemingly  few  individuals.  After  dinner  we  decided  to  take  one 
last  trip  across  the  Andover  Spillway.  Fortunately  there  was  little  traffic  for 
there  was  a  sudden  stop  when  four  Willots  flew  past.  This  was  indeed  the  highlight 
of  tho  trip,  <?n.d  wo  were  satisfied  to  head  for  home, 

Winston  Wm.  Brockner 


GET  'EM  WHILE  THEY'RE  HOT  3 

On  May  14,  forty-five  members  and  friends  of  the  B.O.S.  converged  in  Delaware 
Park.  Their  unusually  brisk  pace  across  the  park  was  not  duo  to  a  rare  bird  in  the 
offing,  however,  but  to  tho  tantalizing  aroma  on  tho  crisp  morning  air.  The 
morning  was  fair  and  clear,  Blue  Jays  were  migrating  in  number  and  a  wonderful  pair 
of  Screech  Owls  sat  and  let  everyone  (except  tho  cooks,  who  didn't  have  time)  come 
and  look  at  them.  Having  thus  worked  up  a  good  appetite,  one  by  one,  the  clan 
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frit  he  rod  and  foil  to.  Cranio  juice  pancakes,  syrup,  bacon  and  coffee  disappeared 
at  an  astonishing  rate.  Busy  mixing  pancake  better,  I  had  little  time  to  notice 
who  all  were  there,  but  at  one  point  I  felt  sure  that  my  call  of  "Bet  ’em  while 
they’re  hot  j"  had  brought  in  everyone  in  the  Park.  When  the  last  morsel  of  pancake 
had  slid  down  the  last  throat,  Genie  Praemassing  tallied  up  the  contents  of  her 
littlo  box.  Wo  found  we  had  thirty-five  dollars  for  the  Sanctuary  Fund,  and  every¬ 
one  had  had  a  good  time  • 


Sylvia  Booth  Brockner 


CANADIAN  SHORE  OF  LAKE  ERIE  FIELD  TRIP  -  MAY  15,  1955 

May  15th  was  a  beautiful  day,  cool  in  the  morning  and  much  warmer  in  the  late 
afternoon.  Five  cars  covered  the  territory  from  Fort  Erie  to  Rockhouse  Point, 
stopping  at  Hud  Lake  on  route  home. 

The  pleasant  surprise  of  the  day  was  an  Evening  Grosbeak  near  Crystal  Beach. 
Other  interesting  records  were  these  eight  species  of  shorebirds:  Red-backed, 
Spotted,  Solitary  and  Least  Sandpipers,  Sanderlings,  Ruddy  Turnstones,  Black- 
bollied  and  Ringed  Plovers*  An  Old-squaw,  a  Redhead,  a  Buffle-head  and  a  Common 
Loon  were  seen  along  the  shore  at  various  points  as  well  as  a  few  .American  Mergan¬ 
sers  and  Lesser  Scaup.  There  were  a  Shoveller,  a  Pintail,  a  pair  of  Ruddy  Ducks  and 
an.  immature  Ruddy  Duck  at  Mud  Lake,  We  enjoyed  watching  three  Red-headed  Wood¬ 
peckers  fighting  for  territory  in  one  tree  at  Point  Abino;  they  seem  to  be  increas¬ 
ing  in  number  along  the  shore.  The  appearance  of  an  Orchard  Oriole,  who  performed 
beautifully  for  us,  at  Mohawk  Point  was  of  special  interest.  Conspicuous  by  their 
absence  wore  the  hawks  and  Rose-breasted  Grosbeaks.  The  Warblers  were  few,  probably 
on  account  of  the  extremely  cool  weather.  A  total  of  one  hundred  species  were  seen. 

The  Tulinoffs. 


PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 


Sunday,  July  3  -  Tonawanda  Indian  Reservation  and  Oak  Orchard.  Leader:  Mary  Louise 

Emerson  (LI.  0067).  Meet  at  Delaware  Ave.  and  Sheridan  Drive  at 
7:00  A.M. 

Saturday,  July  9  -  Grand  Island  Sanctuary.  Leader:  Bernard  Nathan  (GR.  0675)*  Meet 

at  Delaware  and  Hertel  Avenues  at  7**00  A.M. 

Sunday,  July  10  -  Highland  Bogs.  Leader:  Richard  Byron  (East  Aurora  63W).  Meet  at 

City  Hall  at  6:30  A.M. 

Sunday,  July  24  -  Canadian  diore  of  Lake  Erie.  Leader:  Kathryn  Praemassing  (VI. 3289) 

Meet  at  Peace  B  ridge  at  7:00  A.M. 

Saturday,  August  6  -  Picnic  at  Tills’  Hills,  Back  Creek  Road,  latchin,  N.y.  Field 

trip  at  2:30  P.M.  -  Leader:  Mrs,  Roland  Tills.  Supper  at  6:00  P.M. 
5l.25  for  benefit  of  the  Sanctuary  Fund.  For  reservations  call 
Kathryn  Praemassing,  87  Linden  Ave.,  Buffalo  14,  N.Y.  (VI.  3289)  by 
Wednesday,  August  3*  NOTE  THE  CHANGE  IN  DATE.  The  picnic  is  on 
August  6. 

Saturday,  August  13  and  every  Saturday  until  Oct.  15  -  Bird  Walk  in  Delaware  Park* 

Meet  at  Windsor  Ave.  and  Rumsey  Rd.  at  7:00  A.M, 
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Sunday,  August  21  - 


Shore  Bird  Count,  If  you  can  participate  call  the  leader: 

Art  Schaffncr,  170  Laurel  Street,  Buffalo  8,  N.Y.  (EL.  9666), 


Sunday,  August  28  -  Ontario  Shore  -  Shore  Acres.  Leader:  Ed  Ulrich  (PA.  8896). 

Meet  at  University  Plaza  at  7:00  A.M. 


DISTRIBUTION  MANAGER 

Jacqueline  Stains  has  been  appointed  Distribution  Manager  of  THE  PROTHONOTARY. 


PIGEONS 


It  is  obvious  that  man  could  not  take  even  a  gradual  climb  into  the  outer 
atmosphere  without  as  yet  union  own  technological  aids;  it  is  not  the  climate  for 
Home  sapiens.  But  there  is  one  species  of  life  that  might  survive  a  trip  through 
the  violent  extremes  of  interplanetary  spe.ee.  This  is  the  carrier  pigeon;  he 
apparently  has  a  secret. 

During  the  war,  after  scientists  learned  what  happened  to  men  at  high ' alt itudes 
they  decided  to  try  the  same  experiment s  on  pigeons.  They  were,  after  all,  among 
our  most  dependable  couriers  -  in  one  six-month  period,  out  of  320  messages  they 
carried,  only  thirteen  failed  to  roach  their  goal  -  and  we  had  to  know  how  much 
they  could  take.  Apparently  they  had  limitless  stamina.  They  sat  in  decompress¬ 
ion  chambers  without  showing  a  symptom.  They  were  raised  to  13,000  feet,  20,000, 
30,000,  and  exposed  to  tempera turos  of  4-3  degrees  below  zero.  They  wore  diifted 
abruptly  from  sea-level  prossu.ro  to  40,000  feet,  ahd  still  nothing  happened. 

A  man  would  have  turned  color,  he  would  have  lost  consci  ousneras  -  and  finally 
ho  would  have  died.  But  the  pigeons  weren’t  even  concerned.  Never  a  feather 
fluttered. 


from  "Natch  Out  for  the  Weather” 

by  Jaqueline  Berke  and  Vivian  Wilson 
The  Viking  Press 
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Published  monthly  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society,  Inc 4 

Buffalo,  New  York: 


THE  MONTH 

Tliis  was  the  driest  June  ever  recorded  in  Buffalo  and  the  third  driest  of  all 
months,  with  only  0.11  inches  of  rainfall.  The  temperature  was  1.3  degrees  above 
normal.  The  relatively  few  noteworthy  records  speak  for  themselves.  Intriguing  is 
the  possibility  that  a  bird  studied  at  length  near  Derby  by  Braunbems,  Nathan,  and 
Thorpe  on  the  19th  and  26th  may  have  been  an  Acadian  Flycatcher. 

Harold  H.  Axtell 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


I.  -  indicates  last  record  for 

the 

migration 

Red-br*  Merganser 

June 

18 

1 

Caiu  shore  Lake  Erie 

Caul 

Sharp- sh*  Hawk 

»l 

10 

1 

Elma,  East  Aurora 

Brockner 

0  sprey 

ti 

18 

1 

Irving  (Rt*  20) 

F.Mi  Rew 

Semi  pa  lm .  Sa  ndp  j.  pe  r 

ti 

5L 

2 

Oak  Orchard 

Brockner 

Barred  Owl 

11 

4 

1 

Holland  (Camp  Seven  Hills) 

Fisk 

ti 

19 

1 

Zoar  Valley 

Brettles,  Ulrichs,, 

Cummiskeys 

Wh  i  p-  po  0  r  ■ - w  i  1 1 

it 

17 

1 

Red  House 

Parker 

Yellow-b.  Sapsucker 

it 

19 

2 

Zoar  Valley 

Brettles,  Ulrichs, 

Cummi skeys 

it 

26 

1( feeding  young) 

Allegany  St.  Pk. 

McCanns,  Brockners 

Winter  Wren 

it 

26 

1 

11  n  ti 

n  n 

Sliort-b.  Marsh  Wren 

11 

19 

2 

Alabama 

Brockner 

Hermit  Thrush 

n 

17 

6 

Allegany  St.  Pk. 

Parker 

Olive-b.  Thrush 

11 

26 

1 

n  n  n 

Brockners,  McCanns 

Migrant  Shrike 

n 

23 

1 

Farnham 

B  rockner 

11 

26 

1 

Rt .  20  &  Gawans  Rd. 

F.M.  Rew 

Frothonotary  Warbler 

11 

4 

1 

Oak  Orchard 

Brockner 

Blue -  w .  Wa r b le r 

11 

5 

1 

Audubon  Refuge,  Jav  a 

Turner,  et  al 

Magnolia  Warbler 

u 

12 

1 

Moss  Lake 

Brockner 

Cerulean  Warbler 

11 

19 

1 

Zoar  Valley 

Brettles,  Ulrichs, 

Cummiskeys 
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(No  tew orth y  Re c ord s ,  con’t,) 


Species  previously  recorded 


Additional  species  recorded  in 

June 

Total  species  to  date 


2,39  (corrected  -  includes  Red-throated  Lo'on  Apr.  3 
and  Little  Blue  Heron,  Y.-cr.  N.  Heron, 

Least  Bittern,  Airier.  Brant,  17. -rump.  Sand¬ 
piper,  Wilson’s  Rhalarope,  Barn  Owl,  Saw-whet 
Owl,  Alder  Elycatchor,  Short-b.  Marsh  Wren, 
Gray-ch.  Thrush,  Veer y,  Prothonotary  Warbler, 
La.  Waterthrush,  end  Yellow-br.  Chat .May  22) 


239 


Addendum 
Canvas -back 
Kudgonian  Curlew 
Sanderling 
Red-throated  Loon 


May  28L 

2 

Can. 

shore  Lake 

Erie 

Caul 

”  28 

19 

w 

11  ti 

it 

11 

"  28 

2 

n 

it  it 

h 

11 

April  y  1 

(additi onal 

North 

species 

Greece 

for  April  Bird  Count) 

Moons,  Leubner, 
Taft 

Erratum 
Vol."  21,  p.  41 

Long- eared  Owl  Apr .  18  1 

n  It  11  1?  II  II 


Kenmore  (Woodcrest  Blvd.)  Emerson  -  shd,  read 
”  ”  ”  Houck 


BETWEEN  THE  LAST  SCISSOR-TAILS  AND  THE  FIRST  GEESE 


The  ITnited  States  Army  made  a  wise  decision  when  they  established  Fort  Sam 
Houston  at  San  Antonio,  Texas  as  the  headquarters  for  the  Medical  Corps  and  related 
activities.  From  time  to  time  ornithologists  and  naturalists  find  themselves  in 
the  army,  and,  if  lucky,  some  are  assigned  to  the  Medical  Services,  At  San  Antonio 
one  is  located  centrally  in  relation  to  many  of  the  best  birding  areas  in  ’’the 
great  Empire  of  Texas”  and,  in  fact,  close  to  several  of  the  most  famous  areas  of 
ornithological  interest  in  North  America. 

On  October  20,  1954  I  arrived  at  Fort  Sam  Houston  when  the  last  Scissor- 
t ailed  Flycatchers  were  passing  through.  Now,  in  early  February,  Canada  Geese  are 
beginning  their  northward  migration  ovdr  the  city  on  warm  nights.  Let  me  acquaint 
you  with  some  aspects  of  birding  in  Texas  "between  the  last  Scissor-tails  and  the 
first  geese". 

Two  parks  within  the  city  limits  of  San  Antonio  offer  good  birding  during  the 
winter  months.  Brackenridge  Park,  a  wooded  tract,  is  exceptionally  attractive  to 
large  numbers  of  approximately  thirty-five  species  of  landbirds.  Here  one  can  find, 
in  a  small  area,  birds  which  in  the  nesting  season  are  found  in  widely  scattered 
areas  of  our  country.  A  representative  list  is  as  follows:  Inca  Dovo,  Golden- 
fronted  Woodpecker,  Ladder-backed  Woodpecker,  Say’s  Phoebe,  Vermilion  Flycathor, 
Carolina  Chickadee,  Black-crested  Titmouse,  Carolina  Wren,  Brown  Thrasher,  Hermit 
Thrush,  Orange -crowned,  Myrtle  and  Pine  Warblers,  Arkansas  Goldfinch,  Spotted  Towhee, 
Slate- colored  Junco  and  Field  Sparrow, 

Another  park  ih  town,  Wood lawn  Park,  contains  a  lake  about  the  size  of  Delaware 
Park  Lake.  Unlike  the  latter,  Woodlawn  Lake  attracts  thousands  of  ducks.  Shovell¬ 
ers  and  Pintails  are  the  most  numerous.  Other  species  in  the  order  of  abundance  are: 
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Hing-nock’-cl  Duck,  Canvas-back,  G&dwall,  Ruddy  Duck,  Lesser  Scaup,  Buffle-hoad,  Green- 
winged  Teal  and  Cinnamon  Teal,  Usually  in  late  afternoon  Yellow-crowned  and  Black- 
crowned  Night  Herons  roost  in  the  trees  on  an  island.  Vermilion  Flycatchers  are 
nearly  always  found  on  the  wires  of  a  nearby  radio  tower. 


A  few  miles  south  of  the  city,  a  private  hunting  club  owns  Mitchell  Lake,  After 
the  hunting  season  in  the  fall,  many  species  of  waterfowl  frequent  this  area.  This 
is  the  best  locality  in  this  area  to  find  Cinnamon  Teal  as  well  as  the  othor  species 
of  ducks  that  winter  commonly  in  southern  Texas,  Greater  Yellow-legs,  Killdeer, 
Wilson’s  Snipe,  Least,  Western  and  Red-backed  Sandpipers  have  spent  the  winter  on 
the  mud  flats  surrounding  the  lake.  Tremendous  flocks  of  Red-wings,  Boat-tailed 
Gracklos  and  Cowbirds  fly  into  the  cattails  toward  evening. 

For  miles  around  Lake  Mitchell,  chaparral  growth  covers  the  countryside.  Mes¬ 
quite  and  several  species  of  prickly-pear  cactus  are  the  dominant  plants.  In  this 
habitat  association  one  finds  many  other  species  of  landbirds  which  are  typical  of 
this  type  of  growth  in  the  southwest.  Road-runner,  Verdin,  Bewick’s  Wren, 
Pyrrhuloxia,  Lark  and  Desert  Sparrows  e.re  abundant.  Seen  less  frequently  are 
Harris’s  Hawk,  Scaled  Quail,  Bush-tit  and  Clay-colored  Sparrow, 

Only  a  few  miles  to  the  northwest  of  San  Antonio  one  begins  to  climb  onto  the 
Edwards  Plateau  famed  for  its  Coahuila  Cliff  Swallow,  Black-capped  Vireo  and  Golden¬ 
cheeked  Warbler.  None  of  these  species  remain  during  the  winter  but  a  trip  into  this 
country  is,  nonetheless,  worthwhile.  The  hill  country  is  predominantly  draped  with 
live  oaks  and  Mexican  juniper.  Bald  cypress  and  willows  outline  the  river  valleys. 
Sheep- raising  and  dude- ranching  are  the  principal  occupations  of  the  people;  hence 
there  is  much  relatively  undisturbed  land. 

The  most  interesting  birds  found  in  the  hill  country  during  the  winter  months 
are  the  Rufous-c  rowned  Sparrow,  which  is  partial  to  brushy  hillsides,  and  the  Shrub 
Jay  and  Plain  Titmouse,  which  prefer  the  more  open  live  oak  forests.  House  Finches 
occur  among  the  rocky  cliffs  throughout  the  area.  Other  species  seen  regularly 
include:  Turkey  Vulture,  Black  Vulture,  Road-runner,  Ladder-backed  Woodpecker, 

Eastern  Phoebe,  Say’s  Phoebe,  Eastern  Bluebird,  Eastern  Towheo,  Lark  Sparrow,  Slate- 
colored  Junco,  Oregon  Junco,  Field  Sparrow  and  Chipping  Sparrow.  Frio  Canyon  and 
the  Prade  Ranch  in  Real  County  are  perhaps  the  best  places  to  find  these  birds,  as 
well  as  several  species  of  rattlesnakes.  The  black-tailed  rattlesnake  is  particular¬ 
ly  abundant  in  Frio  Canyon. 

About  400  miles  to  the  west  lies  Big  Bend  National  Park  with  its  sweeping 
deserts  and  picturesque  Chisos  Mountains.  The  natives  here  boast  about  having  more 
clear  and  sunny  days  per  year  than  any  other  part  of  Texas.  I  have  made  only  one 
four-day  visit  hero  (November  2  5-2?,  19^4)  up  to  date.  This  desert  does  not  harbor 
many  kinds  of  birds  in  the  winter  although  Sparrow  Hawks,  Road- runners,  American 
Ravens,  Cactus  'Wrens,  Mockingbirds  and  Loggerhead  Shrikes  are  common.  The 
Phainopepla  occurs  here  -  the  most  eastern  part  of  its  range.  Along  Tornillo  Creek 
and  the  Rio  Grr ndo  River,  Bis ck  Phoebes  and  Audubon’s  Warblers  feed  on  the  abundant 
dipterous  insects  while  Wilson’s  Snipes  probe  in  the  mud  flats. 

For  the  best  birding  in  the  park  one  has  to  hike  the  numerous  trails  in  the 
Chisos  Mountains,  It  is  here  that  one  finds  many  of  the  characteristic  birds  of  both 
the  western  and  southwestern  mountains.  Arizona  Jay,  Whit  e-throat  ed  Swift,  Canyon 
Wren,  Rock  "Iren,  Pino  Siskin  rnd  Pink-sided  Junco  can  be  seen  every  day.  Feeding 
with  flocks  of  Rufous- crowned  Sparrows,  Juncos,  White-crowned  Sparrows,  Brown  and 
Spotted  Towhees,  there  are  usually  a  few  Black- chinned  Sparrows,  Rod-tailed  and 
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Swains 011*3  Hawke  soar  around  the  numerous  canyons, 
species,  has  boon  found  no  sting  in  these  mountains, 
May  or  June  to  see  it. 


The  Colima  Warbler,  a  Mexican 
but  one  must  visit  the  area  in 


Sam  Houston  National  Forest,  about  fifty  miles  north  of  Houston,  is  a  typical 
east  Texas  forest.  The  principal  trees  throughout  the  region  are  the  long-leaf  pine, 
sweet  gum  and  ma.hy  species  of  oaks.  Willows,  birches  and  bald  cypress  grow  abund¬ 
antly  along  the  rivers  and  streams.  Flowering  dogwood  and  holly  are  scattered. 

Many  eastern  birds  that  can  be  found  in  woodlots  throughout  southern  United 
States  in  the  winter  are  found  in  this  national  forest.  Turkey  Vulture,  Black 
Vulture,  Mourning  Dove,  Barred  Owl,  Yellow- shafted  Flicker,  Pileated  Woodpecker, 
Eastern  Phoebe,  Blue  Jay,  Crow,  Carolina  Chickadee,  Tufted  Titmouse,  Red-breasted 
Nuthatch,  Carolina  Wren,  Brown  Thrasher, 'Robin,  Eastern  Bluebird,  Hermit  Thrush, 
Golden -crowned  and  Ruby-crowned  Kinglets,  Orange- crowned,  Myrtle  and  Pine  Warblers, 
Cardinal,  Eastern  Goldfinch,  Eastern  Towhee,  Slate-colored  Junco,  White-throated 
and  Song  Sparrows  are  typical  birds  of  this  area.  Thus,  a  day  in  Sam.  Houston 
National  Forest  is  almost  like  a  day  in  western  New  York! 

In  many  places  this  national  forest  is  in  deplorable  condition  duo  to  over- 
graz  ing.  All  thi^area  is  open  to  grazing  by  horses,  cattle  and  pigs.  Small  tracts 
are  privately  owned  -  these  having  many  small  ranch  » shacks*.  Piles  of  rubbish  are 
scattered  along  the  roadsides  quite  generally. 

Two  national  wildlife  refuges  -  Santa  Ana  and  Laguna  Atascosa  -  in  the  Rio 
Grande  Valley  are  tho  major  "wild”  areas  left  in  this  highly  agricultural  region. 
Many  kinds  of  birds  arc  found  in  this  region  which  occur  nowhere  else  in  the  United 
States.  In  tho  wintertime  Chachalaca,  White-fronted  Dove,  Groove-billed  Ani,  Derby 
Flycatcher,  Couch’s  Kingbird,  Green  Jay,  Sennett’s  Thrasher  and  Alta  Mira  Oriole  can 
be  found  if  looked  for  carefully. 

Perhaps  tho  greatest  attraction  at  the  Santa  Ana  Refuge  is  the  Black-bellied 
Tree-duck.  About  twenty  of  these  birds  can  usually  be  found  around  ono  particular 
small  pond  containing  a  dead  tree  in  its  middle.  Roseate  Spoonbills,  White  Ibis, 
Yellow- crowned  Night  Herons  and  many  other  large  wading  birds  feed  in  the  shallow 
sloughs  in  the  refuge.  Water-Turkeys  roost  in  the  trees  around  the  many  small 
lakes  and  ponds. 

Laguna  Atascosa  is  famous  for  its  tremendous  numbers  of  wintering  birds, 
especially  waterfowl  and  shorebirds.  On  the  annual  Christmas  count  observers 
usually  count  over  400,000  Pintails  and  close  to  200,000  Redheads.  Snow,  Blue, 
Canada  and  YTii to-fronted  Geese  winter  here  in  large  numbers.  Sandhill  Cranes  are 
very  numerous,  their  trumpet-like  calls  being  heard  at  a  great  distance  especially 
in  tho  early  morning.  Harris’s  and  White-tailed  Hawks  are  present  in  moderate 
numbers.  It  is  interesting  to  watch  the  former  as  they  try  to  balance  themselves 
on  some  of  the  sin  lie  st  twigs  of  the  mesquite  trees.  The  Mexican  or  Least  Grebe, 
Eared  and  Pied-billed  Grebes  are  seen  abundantly  on  all  tho  bodies  of  water  in  the 
refuge , 

The  mud  flats,  sand  beaches  and  rocky  reefs  around  Port  Isabel  are  always  good 
for  wading  birds  and  shorebirds.  Gull-billed  Terns  fly  about  commonly  and  American 
Oy sb or- catchers  go  through  their  ’’crazy”  feeding  antics  on  the  reefs.  One  can 
nearly  always  find  Curve-billed  Thrashers  in  the  chaparral  growth  even  right  in  the 
city  of  Port  Isabel  itself. 

But  for  the  biggest  thrill  in  the  Port  Isabel  area  one  must  drive  across  the 
Causeway  onto  Padre  Island  (the  Riviera  of  Texast).  A  drive  along  the  outer  sand 
beach  is  fascinating  for  here  one  drives  right  up  to  many  of  the  typical  sand  beach 
shorebirds  of  coastal  Texas.  In  one  eight-mile  drive  on  October  31*  1954  tho 
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following  counts  were  made:  SemApalmated  Plover  16;  Black-bellied  Plover  20; 

Ruddy  Turnstone  6?;  Long- billed  Curlew  2;  i/illet  43;  Red-baclced  Sandpiper  146; 
Sanderling  402.  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  some  of  the  above  species  which  are 
usually  found  0n  open  fiolds  or  on  rocky  roofs  wore  present  in  moderate  numbers  on 
ns  sand  coach.  Gulls  and  terns  are  also  very  abundant.  Caspian,  Royal,  Forstor’s 
Common,  Least  and  Cabot  is  Terns  rest  in  large  flocks  on  this  beadh* 


If  you  mention  almost  any  bird  you  might  even  remotely  expect  to  find  anywhere 
in  central  Texas,  Rockport  is  almost  certain  to  have  it!  Close  to  450  species  have 
boon  identified  here  in  the  past  nineteen  years  by  Mrs.  Tack  Hagar  who  spends  an 
unb  oliovablo  amount  of  time  studying  the  birds  of  this  area.  A  winter  trip  is 
rewarding*  It  is  not  uncommon  to  have  a  list  of  110  species  on  a  two-day  weekend 
during  tlio  winter.  Of  course,  waterbirds  make  up  the  bulk  of  such  a  list.  A  flock 
of  approximately  200  Mountain  Plovers  feeding  in  an  upland  field  always  highlights 
a  trip  to  this  area. 


Only  a  few  miles  from  the  Rockport  area  as  the  crow  flies,  but  many  miles  by 
car,  is  the  ^ransas  National  Wildlife  Refuge.  Recently  an  observation  tower  has 
been  built  at  the  refuge  affording  all  visitors  an  excellent  view  of  Mustang  Lake, 
one  of  the  favorite  feeding  areas  of  the  Whooping  Cranes.  Quite  often  they  can  be 
seen  from  this  tower  in  early  morning.  On  warm  afternoons  many  Turkey  and  Black 
Vultures  aid  Audubon  is  Carasaras  roost  in  the  trees  in  the  vicinity  of  a  watering 
pool  for  cattle.  Many  landbirds  including  the  Merrill *s  Pauraque  winter  in  the 
refuge  iri  the  extensive  live  oak  thickets. 


Richard  C.  Rosche 


GRAND  INLAND  SANCTUARY  FIELD  TRIP 
MAY  7,  1955 

With  good  cooperation  from  the  weatherman  but  poor  cooperation  from  the  birds  a 
small  group  of  birders  visited  the  Sanctuary  on  the  morning  of  May  7^h.  Overcast 
skios  prevailed,  but  the  sun  occasionally  broke  through  for  brief  periods.  Birds 
seen  in  tho  Sanctuary  and  adjacent  areas  wore  few  in  both  total  species  and  total 
numbers*  Most  noteworthy  wore  Towhees  (2),  Red-tailed  Hawks  (2),  Downy  Woodpecker 
(I),  Nashville  (3),  Black  and  White  (3),  Yellow  (6-8),  Myrtle  (20)  Warblers, 
Flickers  (4),  Song  Sparrows  (10-12),  Field  Sparrows  (2),  Goldfinches  (6)  and  Ruby- 
crown  ed  Kinglet  (l). 

,  Harold  K*  Inskip 


BEAVER  MEADOW  FIELD  TRIP 
TUNE  3.  1955 

On  Sunday,  Time  5,  we  wore  guests  at  the  Beaver  Meadow  V/ildlife  Refuge  of  the 
Buffalo  Audubon  Society.  Present  wore  the  Bacons,  the  Melbergs,  Dr.  Eschclman, 
Francos  Rathbun,  Marie  .and  Margaret  Wendling,  George  Zohr  and  I.  We  walked  over  the 
newly  made  Bertram  Nature  Trail,  ac  ross  tho  foot  bridge  below  the  beaver  dam, 
and  beside  tho  pond  at  the  edge  of  the  woods.  Next  we  were  in  thick,  low,  wet  woods 
for  quite  a  way.  Hero  we  enjoyed  several  clumps  of  azalea.  The  trail  then  climbed 
to  a  wooded  ridge  through  homlock,  maple,  beech,  and  cherry.  Still  climbing,  we 
emerged  into  a  dry  meadow  and  stood  on  tho  highest  part  of  tho  property,  which  is 
called  “The  Lookout”  -  elevation  1600  feet.  Here  was  a  cool  refreshing  breeze. 
Duilng  our  walk  we  saw  among  other  birds  the  Wood  Duck,  Blue-winged  Warbler,  Yellow 
Warbler,  Chestnut- sided  Warbler,  Oven-bird,  Northern  Wat ert brush.  Mourning  Warbler, 
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Yellowthroat ,  Redstart,  and  Ross -breasted  Grosbeak. 


Lena  Turner  -  Leader 


PROGRAM  -  MEETINGS 


Regular  meetings  are  in  the  Humboldt  Room  of  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  at 
8:00  PM  on  Wednesdays • 

Sept.  14  -  Report  of  Breeding  Bird  Count  -  Bernard  Nathan  ,  Leader.  Report  of 
Shore  Bird  Count  -  Art  Schaffner,  Leader.  Summer  experiences  -  all 
members. 

Sept,  28  -  Film:  ’’Wild  Life  of  the  Aleutians”.  Plan  Fall  Bird  Count  -  Mr.  &  Mrs. 
Ray  Kirsch,  Loaders.  Skin  display  -  fall  migrants. 


PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 

Saturday,  Au0ist  13  and  every  Saturday  until  October  15  -  Bird  Walk  in  Delaware  Park. 

Meet  at  VJindsor  Ave .  and  Rumsey  Road  at  7*-00  A.M. 

Sunday,  August  21  -  Shore  Bird  Count.  If  you  can  participate  c°ll  the  leader*.  Art 

S chaff nor,  170  Laurel  St.,  Buffalo  8,  N.Y.  (EL.  9666). 

Sunday,  August  28  -  Ontario  Shore  -  Shore  Acres.  Leader:  Ed  Ulrich  (PA,  8896).  Meet 

at  University  Plaza  at  7:00  A.  M. 

Sunday,  Sept.  4  -  Batavia  Area 4  Leader:  Mrs.  Ory  Pixley.  Meet  at  University  Plaza 

at  7:00  A,  Mi  Buffalo  leader:  Harold  Mitchell  (VI.  2587), 

Sunday,  Sept.  11  -  Canadian  Shore  of  Lako  Erie.  Leader,  Gertrude  Webster  (PA.  7768). 

Meet  at  Peace  Bridge  at  7:30A.M. 

Sunday,  Sept.  18  -  Grand  Island*  Leaders:  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Axel  Heilbom  (Niagara 

Falls  38844).  Meet  on  Stony  Point  Road  near  South  Grand  Island 
Bridge  at  7:30  A.M. 

Sunday,  Sept.  25  -  Canadian  Shore  of  Lake  Erie.  Leader:  Dr.  Harold  Axtell.  Meet 

at  Peace  Bridge  at  7:00  A.M. 

Saturday-Sunday,  Oct.  8-9  -  Pymatuning  Lake.  (Coordinator:  Winston  W.  Brockner 

(3U.  5896).  Meet  at  the  Buffalo  City  Hall  at  7:00A.M.  Make  room 
reservations  directly;  write  to  Mrs.  Myrtle  Bielo,  Travelers  Inn, 
Linesville,  Penna.  NOTE  THE  CHANGE  IN  THE  BATE  OF  THIS  TRIP. 

Saturday,  Oct.  8  -  Port  Weller  and  Inland.  Leader:  Fred  Salisbury.  Meet  at 

Rainbow  Bridge,  Niagara  Falls,  Ont .  at  8:00  A.M. 

Sunday,  Oct .  9  -  Grand  Island  for  Golden  Plover.  Leader:  Jenny  Graham  (VI,  3520), 

Meet  at  Delaware  and  Hertol  at  7:00  A.M. 


*  *  ******** 


Please  mail  your  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  third  day  of  the 
following  month  to  Cyril  T«  Wolf  ling,  Box  87,  Alden,  N.Y. 


EDITOR:  Ray  McCann,  59  Anderson  Place,  Buffalo  22,  New  York 

TREASURER:  Frederick  Vanderbles,  4826  North  Harlem  Road,  Snyder  21,  New  York 
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Published  Mont hi y  b y  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society,  Inc, 

Buffalo ,  New  York 


THE  MONTH 


This  was  the  second  hottest  July  on  record,  3.4  degrees  above  normal,  and  had 
the  greatest  number  of  days  (13)  that  were  90  degrees  or  higher.  Total  rainfall  at 
the  IJ.S.  Weather  Bureau  Station  was  near  the  normal  figure,  but  most  of  it  fell  on 
the  23rd  and  27th.  In  actuality  a  serious  drought  characterized  the  month.  To 
this  may  possibly  be  attributed  the  somewhat  greater  than  usual  numbers  of  shore 
birds  along  Lake  Erie.  Most  of  our  active  observers,  however,  were  away  during 
much  of  this  time.  John  Caul  was  the  only  reporter  of  birds  on  the  Lake  Erie  shore 
during  the  first  three  weeks.  Ed  Seeber  says  that  the  Montezuma  Refuge  in  central 
N.Y. ,  with  a  low  water  level,  was  likewise  attracting  more  shore  birds  than  in  most 
years.  The  most  memorable  records  for  our  territory  were  the  occurrence  of  Western 
Meadowlark  as  far  east  as  Batavia,  and  the  Wilson’s  Phalarope. 

Harold  H.  Axtell 
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RHINE  RIVER  COUNTRY 

For  over  six  hundred  miles  it  rolls  across  the  face  of  Europe,  fed  by  Alpine 
snow,  moving  .inexorably  past  snow-capped  mountains,  broad  plains  and  steep  castle- 
crowned  hills,  carrying  the  trade  of  a  continent,  until  it  pours  from  its  huge 
delta  into  the  North  Sea.  This  is  the  Rhine,  a  river  that  spans  the  centuries  of 
history  as  well.  North  from  the  wild  Black:  Forest  border  in  southwest  Germany,  for 
two  hundred  miles  it  flows  in  a  broad  level  valley,  past  Karlsruhe,  through 
r/annrieim  and  Worms,  and  beyond  the  industrial  complex  of  Mainz  where  it  plunges  and 
winds  through  pic  turesque  hills  toward  the  Netherlands.  For  those  flat  miles  it  is 
a  changed  river,  a  flood  of  waters  curbed  by  man-made  channels  and  stone  block  banks 
whore  its  old  twisting  beds  are  not  cut  off  completely,  the  river  flows  sluggishly 
among  sedges  and  willows,  appearing  on  the  maps  like  a  huge  snake » s  curving  but 
disjointed  body  lying  on  either  side  of  the  present  course. 

In  this  pleasant  valley,  here  ton  miles,  there  thirty  miles  in  width,  the  eye 
perceives  smoke  rising  from  the  tile-roofed  houses  along  the  cobblestone  streets  of 
numberous  villages.  Here  farmers  still  follow  the  horse  and  plow,  and  load  sugar 
beets  and  potatoes  on  crude  cow-drawn  wagons.  Incongruously,  huge  double-header 
diesel  trucks  and  powerful  cars  roffir  past  on  the  superhighways  that,  like  the 
ancient  river,  link  together  the  economy  of  an  industrious  nation.  This  is  a  land 
which  is  ever  joined  climn.tica.Ily  with  the  ocean.  In  winter  a  groat  mass  of  warm 
water  off  the  coast,  known  as  the  North  Atlantic  Drift,  imparts  warmth  to  the  winds 
which  sweep  inland  and  give  Western  Europe  abnormally  mild  but  stormy  weather  with 
little  snow  except  in  the  higher  altitudes.  This  proximity  to  the  ocean  also 
creates  cool  summers,  adequate  rainfall  (and  often  morel)  throughout  the  year,  and 
one  of  the  cloudiest  climates  on  earth.  Long  periods  of  dark,  gloomy,  dripping 
weather  are  characteristic  in  winter,  and  the  sun  is  a  long  lost  friend.  With  the 
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advance  of  spring,  sunshine  becomes  more  abundant  and  the  days  more  pleasant.  Even 
so,  vegetation  is  never  dormant  for  lack  of  rain. 

Perched  on  a  haystack  at  the  edge  of  a  field,  watching  closely  the  grassy 
border  of  an  irrigation  ditch,  is  a  large  buteo  of  quite  dark  plumage  irregularly 
marked  with  whitish  on  the  breast.  This  is  a  Buzzard,  a  very  common  bird  in  this 
area,  so  tame  that  one  can  approach  very  close  before  it  flaps  off  heavily,  much 
resembling  our  own  Red-tail  in  shape  and  flight.  A  group  of  magpies,  startling  in 
black  and  white,  troop  past  in  single  file  with  their  peculiar  flight  and  rasping 
call.  High  over  the  field  on  swiftly  beating  wings  is  a  small  falcon,  a  Kestrel, 
and  as  it  slants  away  a  glimpse  can  be  gained  of  its  long  slim  tail  and  rufous  and 
slate  upperparts;  it  is  like  our  Sparrow  Hawk  but  swifter  and  more  graceful. 

In  various  places  along  the  valley  are  beautiful  forests  of  tall  slim  pines, 
huge  oaks  and  beeches-  the  Lorscher  Wald,  Jaegersburger  Wald,  Bren  Wald  and  others- 
largq  areas  zealously  preserved  and  closely  watched  by  the  foresters  so  that  quite 
literally  every  tree  is  utilized  to  the  utmost  in  a  heavily  populated  land  where 
conservation  is  a  vital  necessity.  These  park-like  woods  are  the  home  of  red  foxes, 
roe  deer,  European  hares,  and  the  bright  rufous  big-eared  squirrels  as  well  as 
weasels  and  small  rodents  of  various  species.  The  wild  boar  still  roams  and  remoter 
parts  of  these  forests  especially  in  the  hills,  but  what  are  most  evident  are  the 
birds.  The  titmouse  family  is  numerous  here;  as  many  as  six  species  can  be  found  in 
one  noisy  flock  moving  through  the  woods.  One  of  the  most  common  is  the  Great  Tit, 
a  largo  black  olive-green  and  yellow  Chickadee-like  bird,  while  the  most  comical  is 
the  Long-tailed,  a  tiny-bodied  sprite  with  an  impossibly  long  tail,  which  seems  too 
much  for  it  to  maneuver  through  the  branches.  Along  the  borders  of  the  woods  and  in 
the  hedgerows  the  Partridge  coveys  feed,  sometimes  blending  so  woll  with  the  ground 
that  they  are  quite  difficult  to  soo  until  a  male  turns  and  reveals  the  dark  horse¬ 
shoe-shaped  mark  against  its  light  gray  breast. 

On  the  eastern  side  of  tho  north  end  of  tho  valley  rise  the  hills  of  the  Oden- 
wald,  the  highor  slopes  clothos  with  evergreen  and  deciduous  forests.  Vineyards, 
which  have  producod  for  many  years,  slope  toward  the  towns  on  the  edges  of  the  hills 
bordering  the  valley-  Bonsheim,  Woinheim,  Zwingenberg  and  famous  old  Heidelberg*  In 
those  hill  forests  as  well  as  in  the  valley  is  found  the  great  Black  Woodpecker,  a 
foot  and  a  half  in  length,  magnificent  in  its  jot  black  plumage  and  flaming  red 
crest.  The  Green  Woodpecker  makes  the  woods  ring  with  its  strident  call,  and  shafts 
of  sunlight  through  tho  troes  catch  a  glittering  green  iridescence  on  its  back  as  it 
pounds  on  a  rough-barked  old  oak.  Here  and  there  in  these  beautiful  hills  are  the 
ruined  towers  of  old  castles,  surrounded  by  moats  and  yard  thick  walls,  crumbling  into 
the  earth.  If  one  searches  diligently  in  the  thickets,  he  may  see  a  tiny  wren,  the 
only  specios  found  on  tho  continent,  and  will  be  surprised  to  note  it  is  just  like  our 
Winter  Wren.  A  .Robin  may  hop  out  from  the  bushes  overgrowing  the  ruins;  it  turns 
out  to  be  a  plump  orange-breasted  little  bird,  very  unfamiliar,  but  a  thrush  and  a 
Robin  no  less.  Emerging  from  the  forest  and  descending  toward  the  valley,  a  large 
bird  sails  and  flaps  with  a  buoyant  flight  as  it  guides  itself  with  its  long  forked 
tail.  A  closer  view  shows  rufous  underpants  and  chestnut  tail  as  the  long-winged 
bird  glides  effortlessly  ov  erhead .  This  is  the  Kite,  a  carrion  eater  in  this 
country.  Several  Yellowhammers,  one  of  tho  commonest  finches,  flush  from  a  nearby 
bush,  revealing  their  chestnut  rumps  and  the  lemon-yellow  of  their  underparts  and 
heads .  Four  Carrion  Crows,  much  like  our  own,  wing  toward  tho  lowlands  to  feed  in 
tho  plowed  fields  with  the  Rooks  and  Jackdaws.  Toward  the  autumn  the  Rooks  gather  in 
large  flocks  and  are  amusing  to  seo  as  they  walk  among  tho  furrows  with  dignified 
gait . 


A  speck  materializes  in  tho  sky  over  the  distant  hazy  ridge  and  soon  comes 
within  binocular  range,  beating  swiftly  with  its  short  rounded  wings  and  then  sailing 
until  it  plunges  into  the  evergreens  on  the  slope  of  a  far  hill.  The  Goshawk,  to 
which  all  this  country  is  homo,  is  a  wjld  and  free  symbol  in  an  old  land,  well 
settled  and  marked  by  man  for  years  on  end.  But  to  him  who  possesses  the  spirit  of 
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advonturo  in  his  being  it  .is  a  land  which  still  offers  wide  horizons  to  explore. 

Robert  F.  Andrle 


CANADIAN  SHORE  OF  LAKE  ERIE  FIELD  TRIP 


July  24,  1955 

On  Sunday,  July  24  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  and  the  Buffalo  Audubon 
Society  held  a  joint  field  trip  along  the  Canadian  shore  of  Lake  Erie  from  Fort 
Erie  to  Rockhouso  Point.  A  heavy  rain  on  Saturday  night  had  laid  tho  dust  and 
Sunday  morning  was  cool,  fresh,  and  comfortable  without  sunshine.  During  the  after¬ 
noon  the  sun  shone  and,  except  for  a  strong  breeze,  it  became  very  warm.  There 
were  remarkably  few  people  on  the  beaches  to  disturb  the  shorebirds. 

At  Waverly  Beach  among  a  flock  of  semipalmated  Sandpipers  wo  saw  a  slim  shore- 
bird  that  stood  head  and  shoulders  above  the  others.  Its  neck  was  long  and  slender 
and  its  bill  was  noodle-like.  When  the  flock  rose  into  the  sir  this  one  bird 
showed  a  conspicuous  white  rump  and  no  wing  markings  of  any  kind.  After  the  bird 
alighted  and  we  had  our  spottingseopes  in  use  we  could  plainly  see  the  dark 
phalarope  mark  through  tho  eye,  a  white  stripe  above  the  dark  mark,  the  light  grey 
head  with  a  darkish  top,  a  broad  stripe  down  tho  back  of  the  neck,  a  slightly  buffy 
wa sh  on  the  body  in  front  of  the  wings  below  the  neck,  and  the  buff-tipped  grey 
feathers.  As  though  to  help  us  in  our  observations  a  Lesser  Yellow-legs  flew  into 
the  flock  showing  us  its  longer  legs  and  very  different  plumage.  We  concluded  that 
the  bird  was  a  Wilson’s  Phalarope,  which  is  an  extremely  rare  bird  in  this  area. 

Others  among  the  sixty-four  species  observed  were  Spotted,  Solitary,  Pectoral, 
and  Least  Sandpipers,  Greater  Yellow-legs,  and  a  Woodcock.  Another  high  spot  of 
the  day  was  a  Golden  Plover  seen  at  Point  Abino. 

Leader,  Kathryn  Praemassing 


PROGRAM  -  MEETINGS 


Regular  meetings  are  in  the  Humboldt  Room  of  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  at 
8:00  P.M.  on  Wednesdays. 


Sept.  14  -  Report  of  Breeding  Bird  Count  -  Bernard  Nathan,  Leader.  Report  of  Shore 
Bird  Count  -  Art  Schaffner,  Leader.  Summer  experiences  -  all  members. 

Sept.  28  -  Film:  "Wild  Life  of  the  Aleutians",  plan  Fall  Bird  Count  -  Mr.  &  Mrs. 
Ray  Kirsch.,  -  Leaders.  Skin  display  -  fall  migrants. 

Oct.  12  -  Annual  Meeting  and  Election  of  Officers.  Film:  ’’Western  Grebe." 

Oct.  26  -  Film:  ’’Bear  River  Refuge",  Report  of  Fall  Bird  Count  -  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Ray 
Kirsch. 


PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 

Sunday,  Sept.  11  -  Canadian  Shore  of  Lake  Erie,  Leader,  Gertrude  Webster  (PA.  7768) 
Moot  at  peace  Bridge  at  7:30  A.M. 

Sunday,  Sept.  18  -  Grand  Island.  Loaders:  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Axel  Ileilbom  (Niagara  Falls 
32844).  Meet  on  Stony  Point  Road  near  South  Grand  Island  Bridge  at 
7:30  A.M. 
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Sunday,  Sept,  25  -  Canadian  Shore  of  Lake  Erie,  Leader:  Dr.  Harold  Axtell.  Meet 

at  Peace  Bridge  at  7:00  A.M. 

Saturday-Sunday ,  Oct.  8-9  -  Pymatuning  Lake,  Coordinator:  Winston  W.  Brockner 

(SIJ.  9896).  Meet  at  the  Buffalo  City  Hall  at  7:00  A.M;  Make 
room  reservations  directly;  write  to  Mrs.  Myrtle  Bielo,  Travelers 
Inn,  Linesvillo,  Penna.  NOTE  THE  CHANCE  IN  THE  DATE  OF  THIS 
TRIP. 

Saturday,  Oct,  8  -  Port  Weller  and' Inland.  Leader:  Fred  Salisbury.  Meet  at 

Rainbow  Bridge,  Niagara  Falls,  Ont .  at  8:00  A.M. 

Sunday,  Oc  t,  9  -  Grand  Island  for  Golden  Plover,  Leader:  Jenny  Graham  (VI.  3520), 

Meet  at  Delaware  and  Hertel  at  7:"00  A.M. 

Sunday,  Oct.  16  -  Fall  Bird  Count;  Leaders:  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Ray  Kirsch,  159  Pleasant 

Ave.,  Hamburg,  N.Y.  (EM.  4406). 

Sunday,  Oct.  2J>  -  Canada  for  Sharp-tailed  Sparrows.  Leader:  Bernard  Nathan  (PA. 

9069)  Meet  at  the  Peace  Bridge  at  7:69  A.M. 


A  FEEDING  WOODCOCK 


Wo  had  the  rare  opportunity  of  watching  a  feeding  Woodcock  on  April  1.  Because 
these  birds  are  uncommon,  shy,  and  hard  to  detect  on  the  ground,  and  because  to  a 
great  extent  they  feed  in  dusk  or  darkness  (when  the  angleworms  come  closer  to  the 
surface),  they  are  seldom  observed  long  enough  to  make  a  study  of  their  habits. 

This  was  a  beautiful  specimen,  visible  in  clear  daylight  (5:30  to  6:00  P.M. )  'in 
a  lilac  hedge  some  200  feet  from  our  home  in  the  LaSalle  section  of  Niagara  Falls, 
N.Y.  Mrs.  C.A.  T’ryon  found  him  and  called  us,  and  wo  watched  him  thru  their  kitchen 
window  at  a  distance  of  only  20  to  25  feet.  Thru  our  binoculars  he  appeared  close 
indeed. 


We  were  impressed  by  his  very  slow  movements  as  he  walked  deliberately  around 
among  the  leaves.  He  often,  stopped  still,  sometimes  standing  on  one  foot.  While 
so  walking  and  standing,  he  frequently  bobbed  his  whole  body  up  and  down,  in  a  pec¬ 
uliar  slow  manner,  and  entirely  differently  from  the  teetering  of  the  sandpipers; 
ho  kept  his  whole  body  about  parallel  with  the  ground.  With  his  long  bill  he  prob¬ 
ed  the  wet  ground  and  often  brought  up  small  angleworms,  clearly  visible  in  his  bill 
for  a  moment  before  he  swallowed  them.  We  soon  learned  to  anticipate  each  worm 
from  the  excited  motion  of  his  head  whenever  he  caught  one. 

He  was  still  in  the  hedge,  only  a  few  feet  further  away,  when  dusk  fell. 

Axel  and  Betty  Heilborn 


Please  mail  your  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  third  day  of  the 
following  month  to  Cyril  T.  Wolfling,  Box  87,  Alden,  N.Y. 

EDITOR:  Ray  McCann,  59  Anderson  Place,  Buffalo  22,  New  York 

TREASURER :  Frederick  Vanderbles,  4826  North  Harlem  Rd.,  Snyder  21,  New  York 
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Published  Month ly  by  the  Buffa lo  Ornithological  Society,  Inc. 

Buffalo,  New  York 


THE  MONTH 


August  temperature  was  4,9  degrees  above  normal.  Precipitation  was  4.81  inches, 
2,27  above  normal.  Of  this,  2,40  inches  fell  on  the  10th,  breaking  the  2-month 
drought;  another  inch  fell  3  days  later  when  the  remains  of  Hurricane  Connie 
arrived.  The  shore-birding,  which  had  been  slightly  better  than  usual  during  July, 
dropped  below  average  in  August,  "Jaeger  Rocks"  (between  Old  Fort  Erie  and  Erie 
Beach,  Ont « )  and  Rockhouse  Point  being  the  most  productive  localities,  A  number  of 
species  of  passerine  birds,  especially  warblers,  arrived  from  the  North  exception¬ 
ally  early.  This  month  will  be  remembered  longest,  however,  for  its  hurricane- 
blown  strays.  On  the  14th  ~  the  day  after  the  wind  and  rain — Glenn  and  George 
Meyers  and  Eric  Bast  in  of  Hamilton,  Ont,,  found  a  Wilson’s  Petrel — dead  but  a  few 
hours — on  the  Canadian  shore  cf  Lake  Erie  at  Long  Beach*  Several  B  OS  members  had 
the  good  fortune  to  come  along  in  time  to  see  the  newly-found  specimen*  It  was 
later  sent  to  the  Royal  Ontario  Museum  at  Toronto.  The  same  morning,  also  at  Long 
Beach,  Greg  Sommer  found  a  small  black  petrel  with  white  upper  tail  coverts  in  the 
back  yard  of  his  parents’  cottage,  apparently  exhausted.  When  Greg  picked  it  up 
and  placed  it  in  his  bird  bath  the  petrel  drank  and  then  unexpectedly  flew  away. 

Greg  says  he  noted  well  that  the  webs  between  the  toes  lacked  the  yellow  of  a 
Wilson’s,  yet  the  bird  did  not  seem  to  fit  all  the  details  of  a  Leach’s  Petrel. 

There  is  not  the  slightest  doubt  in  the  minds  of  those  of  us  who  have  talked  with 
him  that  it  was  some  kind  of  petrel.  It  could  not  have  been  the  same  individual 
that  the  Meyers  boys  and  Bast  in  found,  because  the  latter  found  their  dead  specimen 
earlier  in  the  mornings  On  the  same  day,  a  Franklin’s  Gull  in  breeding  plumage  was 
seen.  This  plumage  and  early  date  are  so  very  unusual  here  that  we  can  not  help 
wondering  whether  the  winds  of  the  day  before  may  not  in  some  way  have  caused  this 
western  species  to  turn  up  here.  The  possibility  of  this  explanation  for  the  un¬ 
expected  presence  of  the  gull  somewhat  weakens  the  degree  of  probability  that  a 
Willet  seen  on  the  same  morning  was  blown  up  from  the  Southeast  rather  than  from  the 
West •  The  Willet s  that  have  been  collected  here  have  been  identified  as  belonging 
to  the  western  race.  Judging  from  the  circumstances,  this  one  might  have  been 
either  race  almost  equally  well.  A  high  spot  of  the  month  was  the  finding  by  Alice 
Ulrich,  a  week  later,  of  a  specimen — just  beginning  to  decay — of  the  almost  Crow¬ 
sized  Black-capped  Petrel,  native  to  the  West  Indies  and  the  Caribbean,  among  drift- 
debris  on  the  Canadian  shore  of  Lake  Erie  at  Morgen  Point.  Its  remains  will  be 
donated  to  the  Royal  Ontario  Museum  at  Toronto. 


Harold  K.  Axtell 
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BIRD  ISLAND  OF  THE  SEA 


Westernmost  and  largest  of  a  chain  of  islands  curved  like  a  bow  across  the 
North  Sea  off  the  Nethorland  and  German  coasts  is  Texel.  Its  sandy  southern  point 
is  less  than  two  miles  from  Don  Helder  on  the  coast,  and  it  extends  northeast  for 
fifteen  miles  forming  a  bulwark  against  the  northwesterly  storms,  which  occasionally 
threaten  the  great  twenty  mile  long  dike  across  the  seaward  side  of  the  former 
Zuider  Zee,  In  times  long  past  these  islands  formed  the  coastline  of  the  continent, 
but  the  gradual  rise  of  the  soa  cut  through  the  coastal  barrier,  inupdated  the  low 
country  inland,  and  left  these  barriers  of  higher  land,  which  are  now  known  as  the 
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install  Islands.  On  Texel  the  industrious  inhabitants  have  constructed  a  dike 
along  tho  landward  side,  reclaimed  the  land,  and  thus  enlarged  the  island  until  it 
averages  four  miles  in  width.  Here  the  brim  full  ditches  border  lush  green  water- 
meadows  interspersed  with  small  ponds  and  boggy  areas  sparkling  with  wild  daffodils. 
Toward  the  western  side  is  a  small  area  of  pines  ending  among  the  sand  dunes,  the 
only  forest  on  the  island.  Fronting  the  entire  seaward  coast  are  those  rolling  sand 
hills  covered  with  long  brown  beach-grasses,  with  thick  bushes  in  the  hollows,  and 
with  occasional  carpets  of  sky  bluo  violets  matching  tho  clear  water  of  the  rush- 
bordered  ponds.  A  wind-whipped,  wild  and  strikingly  beautiful  land  this  is, 
touched  by  the  surging  spray-topped  waves  along  a  wide  and  sandy  shore,  capping  the 
climax  of  habitat  that  makes  Texel  the  fascinating  place  for  birdlife  that  it  is. 

As  we  stroll  through  the  meadows,  the  spirited  song  of  the  Skylark  fills  the 
air,  seemingly  coming  from  nowhere,  yot  truly  from  a  speck  high  in  the  sky.  A  male 
harrier  boats  slowly  past,  quartering  over  the  waving  new  grass,  showing  the  black 
wing  markings  and  lack  of  white  on  the  rump  which  characterize  tho  Montagu* s. 
Black-headed  Gulls  call  raucously  from  the  edges  of  a  pond  and  whistling  Redshanks 
flush  from  the  ditch  borders.  The  Redshanks  remind  our  Yellow-legs  in  behavior,  bu£ 
tho  vivid  rod  of  their  legs  and  white  of  their  wing  patches  contrasts  sharply  with 
the  dark  green  of  the  grass.  Little,  Arctic,  Common  and  Gull-billed  Terns  wheel  and 
plunge  over  the  water  courses  and  along  the  shores.  A  trim  little  falcon  slants  in 
from  the  northeast  and  a  closer  look  rovoals  tho  rufous  thigh  feathers  and  black 
moustachial  stripe  of  tho  dashing  Hobby.  Ahead  of  us  a  flock  of  large  shorebirds 
springs  from  the  grass,  turns  with  intermingled  clear  and  harsh  calls,  and  reveals 
tho  long  upturned  bills,  bright  rufous  underparts,  and  tail  markings  of  Bar-tailed 
and  Black-tailed  Godwits.  Again  and  again  shorebirds  come  into  our  field  of  vision, 
either  hunting  food  in  tho  grass  and  shallow  ponds  or  performing  swift  evolutions  in 
the  air-  Ringed  Plovers,  Greenshanks,  Dunlins,  huge-billed  Cur3.ews,  the  smaller 
Ghimbrels,  long-legged  Avocets,  erratic-flying  crested  Lapwings,  and  the  stolid 
Oystorcatchers . •  Meadow  Pipits  flutter  over  the  grass  while  Whoatears,  Whinchats 
and  the  comical,  bobbing,  black  and  white  Pied  Wagtails  perch  on  fence  posts  and 
grass  tussocks  everywhere*  Along  the  coast  Dutch  fishermen  bring  us  a  dead  red- 
throated  Diver,  which  brings  back  memories  of  homo.  We  stand  on  the  dike  top  and 
enjoy  tho  hundreds  of  Eiders  as  they  disport  in  the  water  offshore  and  fly  x^ast  in 
long  lines,  alternately  beating  and  sailing,  the  white  foreparts  of  the  males 
flashing  in  tho  sunlight.  Faintly,  far  out  over  the  salt  marshes  at  the  northeast 
tip  of  the  island,  we  detect  the  soft  notes  of  many  birds  and  soon  see  the  waver¬ 
ing  band  of  Brent  Geese  as  they  come  in  over  the  reed  tops  and  settle  in  an  area  of 
open  water.  It  is  good  to  see  these  winter  visitors  from  the  Artie  as  they  are  the 
familiar  Brent  wo  know  so  well.  Coming  upon  a  thicket  we  surprise  a  large  light 
brown  bird  which  flaps  buoyantly  downwind;  looking  back  at  us,  its  white  heart- 
shaped  face  shows  it  to  be  a  Bam  Owl.  Peering  cautiously  over  a  hilltop,  we  find 
a  large  pond  edged  by  marsh  and  enclosed  by  the  dunes,  its  fresh  water  rippling  in 
the  wind.  On  the  far  shore  among  the  rushes,  in  a  clump  of  low  bushes,  are  perched 
a  numbor  of  large  birds,  snow  white  against  the  brown  of  the  still  leafless  branches. 
Excitedly  we  train  our  binoculars  on  them  and  are  thrilled  as  their  long  spatulate 
bills  and  bushy  crests  proclaim  them  to  be  Spoonbills,  that  interesting  tropical 
bird  which  nests  in  north  Europe  only  here  along  this  coast.  As  we  wander  through 
those  wild  dunes,  listening  to  the  muffled  pounding  of  the  surf  and  the  calls  of  the 
gulls  and  shorebirds,  several  huge  goose-like  birds  rise  into  the  wind  from  a  hill¬ 
ock  ahead;  their  greenish  black  heads  and  necks,  white  bodies  and  black  wings 
glisten  in  tho  rays  of  the  lowering  sun.  As  thoy  sweep  past  on  powerful  wings, 
their  deep  calls  sounding  above  the  noisy  sea,  we  glimpse  their  bright  red  bills  and 
the  rich  chestnut  across  their  breasts.  The  Shelducks,  magnificent  avian  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  these  North  Sea  coasts,  we  will  always  remember  with  pleasure  and  ever 
associate  with  this  wind  blown  land  of  brown  hills,  green  meadows  and  blue  water. 
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MARSH  HAWK  AND  SHORT -EARED  OWL 


Fights  between  birds  of  different  species  are  rather  common,  but  the  conflict 
witnessed  in  a  field  along  Baseline  Rd.,  Grand  Island,  on  Jan.  10,  1955,  by  Fred 
T  e  Hall  and  me  may  be  of  interest  because  of  the  rather  uncommon  match  of  partici¬ 
pants:  a  Marsh  Hawk  and  a  Short-eared  owl.  (Harold  Mitchell  witnessed  a  Harrier 
Short-ear  battle  on  Grand  Island  a  number  of  years  age,  but  that  is  the  only  other 
similar  incident;  I’ve  heard  of.  Others  who  have  seen  these  two  species  as  comba¬ 
tants  might  care  to  report  their  exporionccs  too.) 

The  Harrier,  a  big  female,  was  quartering  a  field  at  low  elevation  when  the 
Owl  suddenly  exploded  into  the  air  from  the  ground  right  in  front  of  her.  There 
immediately  ensued  a  desperate  struggle  for  altitude.  At  first  the  Hawk  appeared  to 
bo  the  aggressor.  Sho  repeatedly  tried  to  come  to  grips  with  the  Owl;  the  birds 
clashed  three  or  four  times.  But  tho  Owl  was  the  superior  dlimber  and  the  Hawk, 
consequently,  adopted  a  strategy  of  approaching  the  Short-ear  in  level  flight,  then, 
at  the  last  moment,  flipping  over  onto  hor  back  in  an  inside  loop  and  reaching  up¬ 
ward  with  her  talons.  She  did  this  at  least  twice,  but  the  Owl,  furiously  pumping 
those  broad  wings,  always  was  just  out  of  reach  a  foot  or  so  higher. 

Faced  with  almost  certain  defeat  if  the  Owl  should  get  enough  altitude  for  an 
effective  strike,  the  Hawk  finally  fled.  It  was  then  that  the  Harrier’s  superior-  , 
ity  was  exhibited;  in  straightaway  flight  the  Owl  couldn’t  compete,  though  at  that 
point  it  was  the  Short-ear  which  was  on  the  offensive  and  the  Hawk  on  the  defensive. 
The  Owl  chased  the  Harrier  entirely  out  of  our  sight  beyond  the  horizon,  (we 
watched  through  rJL  binoculars)  but,  to  our  knowledge,  never  caught  her.  The  entire 
c  hase  took  place  at  an  altitude  perhaps,  of  100  to  150  feet. 

Philip  S.  Greene 


ROSTER 

A  new  roster  is  being  published  soon.  Will  you  please  notify  the  roster 
chairman,  K.  Praemassing,  87  Linden  Avenue,  Buffalo  14,  of  any  changes  of  telephone 
number  or  address  so  that  the  roster  will  be  correct.  Since  only  the  names  of 
members  who  have  paid  their  1954-55  dues  will  be  included,  be  sure  your  dues  have 
been  paid;  The  treasurer  is  Frederick  Vanderbles,  4826  North  Harlem  Road, 

Snyder  21,  New  York 

TILLS’  HILLS  PICNIC  AUGUST  6,  1955 

Saturday,  August  6  a  picnic,  for  the  benefit  of  the  Sanctuary  Fund,  was  held 
at  Tills’  Hills,  Pat  chin,  New  York.  The  greatly  welcomed  shower  did  not  dampen  the 
spirit  of  the  twenty-seven  picnickers  or  lessen  tho  contributions  to  the  fund. 


PROGRAM  -  MEETINGS 

Regular  meetings  are  in  the  Humboldt  Room  of  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  at 
8:00  P.M.  on  Wednesdays. 

Oct.  12  -  Annual  Meeting  and  Election  of  Officers.  Film:  "Western  Grebe" 

Oct  .26  -  Film:  "Bear  River  Refuge".  Report  of  Fall  Bird  Count  -  Mr,  &  Mrs.  Ray 
Kirsch. 
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Nov.  9  -  ’’Chaucer  and  the  Birds”  -  Speaker:  Ray  Verrill 


PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 


Saturday,  Oct,  15  -  Bird  Walk  in  Delaware  Park.  Meet  at  Windsor  Avo,  and  Rumsey 

Road  at  7:00  A.M. 

Sunday,  Oct.  16  -  Fall  Bird  Count.  Leaders:  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Ray  Kirsch,  159  Pleasant 

Avo.,  Hamburg,  Now  York  (EM.  4406) 

Sunday,  Oct.  2J>  -  Canada  for  Sharp-tailed  Sparrows.  Leader:  Bernard  Nathan 

(PA.  9069).  Meet  at  the  Peace  Bridge  at  7:00  A.M. 

Sunday,  Nov,  6  -  Wilson  and  Points  East,  Leader:  Dr.  Harold  Ax  tell.  Meet  at 

University  Plaza  at  7:00  A.M. 

Sunday,  Nov.  13  -  Grand  Island.  Leader:  Jacqueline  Stains  (VI.  6042).  Meet  at 

Delaware  and  Sheridan  at  7**  50  A.M. 

Sunday,  Nov.  27  -  Parks  South  of  Buffalo,  Leader:  Mrs.  J.E.  Bacon  (EM.  5184),  Meet 

at  Chestnut  Ridge  Casino  at  9:00  A.M. 


UNUSUAL  NESTS  OF  THE  ENGLISH  SPARROW 


During  the  month  of  July,  1955  a  pair  of  English  Sparrows  had  a  most  unusual 
nest  in  a  mn.pl©  on  the  north  side  of  Nassau  Ave.,  Kenmore,  a  short  distance  from 
Delaware  Road.  It  was  first  pointed  out  to  me  by  Frank  Cuddy,  who  lives  at  No,  20. 
The  nest  itself  was  super inposod  upon  a  Robin’s  Nest  in  a  major  crotch,  and  was 
built  up  into  a  roughly  spherical  shape  approximately  ten  inches  in  diameter.  The 
bottom  was  thirty-four  foot  above  the  ground.  Dead  grasses  composed  most  of  the 
nest,  which  was  thinly  lined  with  cotton.  The  interior  was  a  hollow  sphere  three 
inches  in  diameter,  with  an  entrance,  cleverly  hidden,  on  the  east  Bide.  I  should 
.hove  had  difficulty  finding  it  were  it  not  that  I  had  seen  the  sparrows  enter  from 
that  side  during  the  period  of  their  occupancy.  A  fragment  of  egg-shell,  more  than 
half  complete,  indicated  a  successful  breeding. 

This  experience  brought  to  mind  other  unusual  nestings  of  the  English  Sparrow. 
On  Juno  6,  1947,  five  miles  south  of  Wooster,  Ohio,  I  found  a  haystack  with  about 
100  holes  in  its  sides,  each  with  an  English  Sparrow  in  it.  Most  of  the  recesses 
were  lined  with  old  refuse  and  were  being  used  as  nests.  Since  that  time  I  have 
seen  this  phenomenon  twice  more,  once  in  Ohio  a  short  distance  from  the  first,  and 
again  in  Clarence  Center,  N.Y.  Harold  Axtell  tells  me  that  he  once  saw  the  same 
kind  of  nesting  community  in  a  haystack  in  southeastern  Manitoba. 

Clark  S.  Beardslee 


%  sje  s)c  >(e  * 

Please  mail  your  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  third  day  of  the 
following  month  to  Chril  T.  Wolf ling,  Box  87,  Alden,  New  York. 

EDITOR:  Ray  McCann,  59  Anderson  Place,  Buffalo  22,  New  York 

TREASURER:  Frederick  Vaiiderbles ,  4826  North  Harlem  Road,  Snyder  21,  New  York 
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Published  Monthly  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society,  Inc, 

Buffalo,  New  York 


THE  MONTH 


September,  1935,  weather  statistics  were  very  nearly  normal,  with  an  average 
temperature  of  62,0  degrees  and  2,97  inches  of  rainfall.  After  the  remarkably  low 
number  of  spring  migrants,  the  number  this  fall  was  at  least  normal,  a  few  obser¬ 
vers  even  reporting  that  there  were  more  warblers  and  other  small  birds  than  they 
had  seen  in  years.  In  September  there  was  a  continuation  of  the  previous  month’s 
tendency  for  migrants  to  arrive  from  the  North  earlier  than  usual,  though  less 
extremely  early  than  in  August.  Some  birds,  however,  were  present  in  less  than 
their  usual  numbers.  Shore-birds  continued  to  be  slightly  below  normal,  though 
Woodlawn  beach — a  place  not  previously  known  for  its  shore-birds — as  a  result  of 
efforts  to  drain  a  landlocked  pool  there,  attracted  a  greater  variety  of  sandpipers 
and  plover  than  was  reported  from  any  other  single  locality  in  our  area.  For  the 
second  successive  year,  September  gulls  and  terns  in  general  were  notably  less 
abundant  than  formerly  on  the  Niagara  River  near  Fort  Erie. 

Harold  H.  Axtell 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 

F  -  indicates  first  record  for  the  migration 
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Golden  Plover 


Least  Sandpiper 
Red-bkd.  Sandpiper 


Caspian  Tern 
Black  Tern 
Yellow-b.  Cuckoo 
Black-b.  Cuckoo 
Bam  Owl 
Whip-poor-will 
Ni ghthawk 

Chimney  Swift 
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15 
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Beach  Rd., Grand  Is.  Mitchell 
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Jaeger  Rocks, Ont.  Schaffner 

et  al 

11 

18 

1 

Rockhouse  Pt.,0nt.  M 
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Jaeger  Rocks, Ont.  Schaffner, 
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Buckhorn  Is.St.Pk, 
170  Laurel  St,,Bflo 
Pt.  Abino, Ont. 


Sali sbury 
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Verrill  rep.  Mitchell 
McCanns 
Brownstein 
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Pt .  Gratiot , Dunkirk  Guilder  rep.  Elderkin 
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ii 

Red-br.  Nuthatch  " 
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Winter  Wren 
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18  30  Rockhouse  Pt.,ont. 
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Niagara  Falls 
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Niagara  Falls 
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Webster  et  al 

11 

11,12 

1.1 
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11 

12 

1 

Grand  Island  • 

Mitchell 

11 

17 

2 

4016  Cliff  St., 
Niagara  Falls 

Rogerson 
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Veery  Sept 

.  11 

1 

Rockhouse  Pt.  ,0nt. 

Schaffner 

H 

11,12L 

1,1 

Abino  Bay,0nt. 

McCanns 

Blue-gr.  Gnat cat cher 

ii 

3,5L 

2,1 

Morgan  Pt.,0nt. 

Schaf fner, Seeber, Kivett 

Ruby-cr.  Kinglet 

h 

17F 

1 

Delaware  Pk* 

Mitchell 

n 

18 

1 

Forest  Lawn 

Brockner 

Pipit 

ii 

15F 

8 

Jaeger  Rocks, Ont. 

Schaf fner , Brown  st  e in 

it 

21 

150 

Ransom  Rd.* Grand  Is. 

it  n 

Yellow-th .Vi  ro  o 

ii 

4 

2 

Batavia-LeRoy 

Mitchell, Brockner  et  al 

ii 

5L 

1 

Abino  Bay, Ont . 

K.McCann 

Solitary  Vireo 

ii 

12F 

1 

ii  n  it 

McCanns 

it 

15 

1 

Delaware  Pk. 

Schaffner,  Brownstein 

Philadelphia  Vireo 

n 

3F 

1 

Forest  Lawn 

Mitchell 

ii 

11 

1 

Can. Shore  L.Erie 

Webster  et  al 

n 

12 

1 

Goat  Island 

Mitchell 

n 

12L 

1 

Buckhorn  Is.St.Pk. 

Scha  f f ne  r , Brown  st  ein 

Warbling  Vireo 

it 

3L 

1 

Erie  Beach, Ont. 

Schaffner,  Seeber,Kivet t 

Golden-w.  Warbler 

u 

5 

1 

Can. Shore  L.Erie 

Caul 

n 

15L 

1 

Erie  Beach, ont. 

Schaffner,  Brownstein 

Tennessee  Warbler 

u 

17 

1 

Del.  Pk.,  Forest  Lawn  Mitchell,  Brockner 

Parula  VJarbler 

n 

10 

1 

Del.Pk.,  Forest  Lawn 

Brockner 

it 

12,15 

1.1 

Delaware  Park 

Schaffner  et  al 

Yellow  Warbler 

it 

12L 

2 

Abino  Bay, ont. 

McCanns 

Blackburnian  Warbler 

H 

24 

1 

Can. shore  Lake  Erie 

Caul 

II 

26 

1 

Abino  Bay, Ont. 

K.  McCann,  S.  Brockner 

Bay-breasted  Warbler 

II 

24 

5 

Can. Shore  L.Erie 

Caul 

11 

25 

l 

Abino  Bay, ont. 

McCanns,  Rrockners 

Pine  Warbler 

11 

18 

l 

Morgan  Pt.,0nt. 

Caul , Schaf fner , Nathan 

et  al 

Western  Palm  Warbler 

II 

5F 

l 

Rockhouse  Pt.,0nt. 

Seeber 

11 

5 

5 

Mo  rgan-  Ro  c  kho  u  se  Pt . 

i 

Ont . 

Caul 

Oven-bird 

II 

26 

1 

Abino  Bay, Ont. 

K.  McCann,  S*  Brockner 

It 

27 

l 

A  shland  Ave . , Bf 1 o • 

Emerson 

Mourning  Warbler 

It 

11L 

1 

Can. shore  L.Erie 

Webster  et  al 

Hooded  Warbler 

11 

2 

1 

Abino  Bay, ont. 

K.  McCann 

It 

3L 

1 

Morgan  Pt.,0nt, 

Schaffner,  Kivett 

Bl. -capped  Warbler 

11 

17 

3 

Can. shore  Lake  Erie 

Caul 

II 

2  51 

1 

it  n  it  ii 

Axtell  et  al 

Canada  Warbler 

II 

13L 

1 

Buffalo 

Mitchell 

Bobolink 

It 

5 

30 

Mohawk  Pt.,0nt. 

Schaf fner, Seeber, Kivett 

•I 

11L 

3 

Can. shore  LakeErie 

Webster  et  al 

Baltimore  Oriole 

II 

2L 

2 

Abino  Bay, ont. 

K.  McCann 

Rusty  Blackbird 

II 

2  IF 

1 

Ransom  Rd., Grand  Is. 

Schaffner,  Brownstein 

Scarlet  Tan age r 

It 

12 

1 

Pt .  Abino,  Ont  • 

McCanns 

II 

14L 

2 

4016  Cliff  St., 

Niagara  Falls 

Rogerson 

Rose-br.  Grosbeak 

II 

25 

1 

Can. shore  Lake  Erie 

Art  ell  et  al 

It 

26 

2 

Delaware  Park 

Schaffner,  Brown  steins 

tl 

25,26L 

1,2 

Abino  Bay, Ont, 

McCanns ,  Brockn^rs 

Wh.-cr.  Sparrow 

II 

26F 

2 

Abino  Bay, ont. 

K.McCann,  S.  Brockner 

Wh.-th.  Sparrow 

II 

9F 

10 

4016  Cliff  St., 

Niagara  Falls 

Rogerson 

H 

11 

3 

Can  .shore  L.Erie 

Webster  et  al 

11 

15 

5 

Erie  Beach, Ont. 

Schaf  fner,  Brown  st  ein 

Species  previously  recorded  249 

Additional  species  recorded  in  September  _ 0 

Total  species  to  date  249 
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THAT  "QJT3EP"  GULL 


In  describing  the  ornithological  events  cf  the  month  of  December  in  the  first 
FROTHONOTARY  of  this  year  Dr.  Harold  Ho  Art ell  wrote,  "One  ’queer’  gull,  observed 
often  during  the  month,  tantalized  our  experts  aimest-  beyond  endurance*  Its  name 
is  on  all  of  their  lips,  but  on  none  of  their  lists,”  3adly  enough.,  this  paper  can 
do  no  more  than  amplify  the  so  sentences.  Wo  remain  tantalized  and  can  only  hope 
that  perhaps  in  the  future,  when  winter  again  brings  c he  arctic  gulls  to  our  area, 
a  specimen  Can  be  obtained  and  our  suspicions  confirmed. 

On  the  19th  of  December  1954  at  Niagara  Falls  several  members  of  the  BOS 
observed  a  gull  that  we  wore  unable  to  identify  with  any  certainty.  Our  attention 
was  drawn  to  this  individual  in  flight  by  the  wing  tips,  these  were  mostly  white 
with  very  small  slate  gray  or  black  maxkihgs  in  contrast  to  the  almost  wholly  black 
wing  tips  of  the  accompanying  Herring  Gulls*  We  noted  that  the  outer  primary 
appeared  white  and  the  next  three  or  four  were  only  lightly  marked  with  dark  gray 
or  black.  At  rest  the  gull  appeared  similar  in  size  to  the  above  species,  the  head, 
nock,  and  lower  parts  were  white  the  neck  being  lightly  streaked  with  dusky  markings, 
the  mantle  was  light  gray, and  the  bill  was  yellow  with  a  red  spot  on  the  lower 
mandible.  The  large  white  terminal  spots  on  the  primaries  gave  a  laddered  effect 
when  the  wings  were  folded,  more  white  seemed  visible  in  this  area  on  this  individual 
than  on  tho  Herring  Gulls.  We  referred  to  Herring  Gull,  Larus  argentatus  under 
subspecies  in  Peterson’s  Field  Guide  to  the  Birds ,  (1947:263): 

’’Thayer’s  Herring  Gull,  L.  a.  thayeri  ;  breeds  on  Arctic  Coasts  of  N.  A* 
and  Arctic  Ids.  s.  to  Baffin  Id.  Casual  in  winter  to  northern  U.S. 

Usually  looks  like  American  Herring  Gull  but  with  black  in  primaries 
sometimes  replaced  by  gray  darker  than  that  of  kumlieni  .  Thayeri 
presumably  can  be  told  from  Kumlien’s  Gull  by  the  whit©  spots  or  ’mirrors’ 
in  the  dark  wing  tips  as  in  American  Herring  Gull,  but  as  some  individuals 
come  so  close  to  Kumlieni t  it  is  a  question  exactly  what  they  are. 

Thayer’s  Herring  Gull  is  very  rare  in  ne,  U.S.  and  it  is  probably  not 
safo  to  identify  without  collecting.  Adults  of  thayeri  have  been  reported 
to  have  a  pale  brown  iris  (Brooks,  1957;  shortt,  1939;  Shortt  and  Peters, 

1942)’’ 

This  reference  was  not  entirely  satisfying.  The  most  striking  thing  about  the  bird 
that  we  saw  was  the  unusually  small  amount  of  black  in  the  wing  tips.  Peterson  says 
nothing  about  the  amount  of  dark  color  and  seems  to  infer  that  Thayer’s  Herring  Gull 
.would  be  very  similar  to  Kumlien’s  Gull  with  gray  wing  tips  or  perhaps  would  simply 
be  a  dark-eyed  Herring  Gull.  On  a  later  date  Dr.  Axtell  very  kindly  made  a  refer¬ 
ence  to  Ridgway  (1917:600)  which  stated  that  the  subspecies  in  question  did  have 
wing  tips  lightly  marked  with  dark  gray  or  black.  This  confirmed  our  idea  that  the 
bird  that  we  saw  was,  possibly,  Thayer’s  Herring  Gull.  Throughout  the  remainder  of 
the  winter  occasional  trips  were  made  to  the  falls  in  search  of  this,  or  similar 
birds.  On  the  14th  of  January  1955  the  gulls  were  wheeling  in  the  gorge  and,  later 
in  the  day,  resting  and  preening  on  the  rocks  above  Horseshoe  Falls  and  three  birds 
answering  the  description  of  Thayer’s  Herring  Gull  were  noted.  At  this  time  an 
attempt  was  made  to  ascertain  the  eye  color  using  the  40x  eyepiece  on  the  Bausch  and 
Lomb  telescope.  The  light  yellow  eyes  of  the  accompanying  Herring  Gulls  were  easily 
seen, but  the  eyes  of  the  birds  in  question  seemed  somewhat  darker  and  the  exact 
color  could  not  bo  determined.  The  best  that  I  could  do  would  be  to  say  that  the 
eyes  were  of  a  golden  shade,  somewhere  between  the  light  eyes  of  the  common  Herring 
Gulls  and  the  pale  brown  mentioned  by  Peterson.  I  felt  almost  sure  that  a  collected 
specimen  would  prove  to  be  Thayer’s  Herring  Gull  but  collecting  just  above  the  falls 
is  out  of  tho  question.  In  satisfying  my  curiosity  regarding  this  little  known 
subspecies  I  visited  the  American  Museum  of  Natural  History  in  New  York  City  and  have 
read  a  bit  in  tho  literature  referring  to  it.  The  original  idea  of  this  study  was 
simply  to  learn  a  little  more  about  a  comparatively  unknown  subspecies.  As  the 
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research  progressed, the  findings  seemed  of  sufficient  interest  to  warrant  presenta¬ 
tion  of  a  paper  to  the  BOS.  I  am  sure,  however,  that  a  hurried  look  at  a  few  spec¬ 
imens  and  an  incomplete  check  of  the  literature  does  not  constitute  a  study  of  any 
bird.  Our  problem  hero  is  not  to  attempt  to  prove  that  Thayer’s  Herring  Qull  was 
seen  in  our  area  lost  winter,  altho  that  seems  likely,  but  to  present  some  facts 
about  the  bird  and  a  description  of  it  so  that  we  may  be  alert  for  it  in  the  future* 

At  t^e  time  of  my  visit  to  the  American  Museum  in  No..  York,  Mr.  O’Brien  of  the 
staff  showed  me  the  series  of  Thayer’s  Herring  Gull,  Larus  argeniiatus  thayeri  and 
referred  me  to  GULLS  OF  THE  WORLD  published  as  a  Bulletin  of  the  Museum  in  1923  by 
Jonathan  Dwight,  M.D.  Since  my  time  at  the  Museum  was  rather  limited  and  I  felt 
that  better,  more  complete  descriptions  could  be  obtained  from  the  literature,  I 
did  not  make  detailed  descriptions  of  the  specimens.  The  series  of  thaveri  at  the 
American  Museum  consisted  at  the  time  of  six  specimens  of  which  two  were  i matures, 
these  latter  wore  not  considered  in  this  study  as  being  identifiable  in  the  field. 
Indeed,  the  literature  contains  a  reference  to  an  immature  specimen  that  was  taken 
in  Colorado  (Bailey  end  Niedrach,  1939);  the  skin  was  sent  to  several  experts,  all 
of  whom  possessed  collections  for  comparison,  and  a  unanimous  identifications  could 
not  be  obtained.  We  will  concern  ourselves  here  with  the  problems  of  identifying 
the  adults  and  leave  the  impossibilities  of  the  immatures  severely  alone.  Of  the 
four  adult  specimens  examined,  throe  had  primaries  marked  with  comparatively  small 
areas  of  very  dark  gray  or  black  and  were  certainly  like  the  birds  seen  at  Niagara 
Falls,  the  fourth  had  primaries  marked  with  a  light  gray  of  approximately  the  same 
shade  we  find  in  Kumlicn’s  Gull  altho  there  was  more  of  the  color  present.  All  of 
those  specimens  had  terminal  spots  of  white  on  the  primaries.  Such  spots  may  also 
b©  present  in  the  American  Herring  Gull  but  are  commonly  less  conspic  uous  or 
absent . 


Thayer’s  Herring  Gull,  Larus  argent at us  thayeri t  was  originally  described  in 
1832  but  it  lapsed  into  obsecurity  unti}.  1913  when  it  was  described  as  a  separate 
species  from  Ellesmere  Island  by  W.S.  Brooks  (19135373).  This  description  gives 
the  color  in  the  primaries  as  blackish  slate  according  to  Ridgway’s  Nomenclature  of 
Color.  This  species  was  later  reduced  to  subspecific  status  by  Dr.  Dwight  and  was 
so  recorded  in  the  1931  ^.O.U.  Check  List.  In  the  comprehensive  monograph,  GULLS 
QF  THE  WORLD,  Dr.  Dwight  (1923:193)  recognizes  thayeri  as  one  of  four  definite  sub¬ 
species  of  Larus  argent at us,  Herring  Gull.  He  places  the  breeding  range  of  thayeri 
’’North  of  Hudson  Bay  to  Ellesmere  Land  and  west  in  the  Arctic  Archipelago  to  Banks 
Land”,  the  winter  range  is  ”the  Pacific  Coast  from  British  Columbia  to  Southern 
California”.  Subspecific  status  is  based  on  the  markings  on  the  primaries.  Dr. 
Dwight  describes  them  as  follows:  (1923:192,  193) 

’’The  characteristic  marking  of  thayeri  is  a  tongue  of  white  on  the  ninth 
(primary)  that  curls  outward  into  a  rudimentary  or  partial  mirror,  the 
outer  (tenth)  white  tipped  like  true  argent at us  for  some  30  mm.  the 
white  often  joining  the  tongue  that  takes  up  much  of  the  inner  web.” 

’’Breeding  specimens  of  thayeri  usually  have  black  wings  (sic}  ,  the  white 
tongue  on  the  first  primary  often  joining  a  long  white  tip  and  the 
tongue  on  the  second  curling  outward  into  a  partial  or  nearly  complete 
mirror.  In  the  other  races  of  Herring  Gull  the  gray  tongues  rarely 
reach  either  the  mirrors  or  the  wholly  white  tips  (if  present).” 

It  might  be  noted  that  Dr.  Dwight  varied  occasionally  in  his  method  of  numbering 
primaries.  The  sketches  of  primaries  that  accompany  this  paper  were  taken  from  the 
above  work.  Perhaps  the  best  reference  that  I  was  able  to  find  was  one  of  the  three 
mentioned  by  Peterson  in  his  note  in  the  Field  Guide ,” (Brooks,  1937)”*  This  ref¬ 
erence  was  an  article  on  Thayer’s  Herring  Gull  in  THE  MURRELHT  by  Allan  Brooks 
(1937,  18:19-21).  Brooks  stated  that  thayeri  was  one  of  the  commonest  gulls  in  the 
flocks  that  frequented  the  British  Columbia  coast  in  winter.  He  listed  the  sub¬ 
specific  characters  as  follows: 
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(con’t.  from  pago  80) 

"1«  Primary  markings  which  have  an  increase  in  the  white  areas  with  the 
dark  areas  tending  to  ashy  rather  than  black,  both  of  these  charac¬ 
ters  are  variable  especially  the  last,  birds  may  be  found  with  wing 
tips  varying  from  a  little  darker  than  the  darkest  glaucescens 
(jfche  GlaUcous-winged  Gull  of  western  N.A.}  to  others  in  which  the 
dark  areas  are  as  black  as  in  smithsonianus. 

2,  Smaller  measurements  of  thayepi .  these  are  reliable,  especially 
with  carefully  scxed  specimens. 

3.  Proportions  of  the  bill  and  foot.  These  are  very  small  in 
thayeri  not  only  relatively  smaller  than  in  smjthsonianus  but 
proportionately  so.” 

Brooks  gives  tables  of  these  measurements  and  also  mentions  other  important  differ¬ 
ences  between  Ameri£an  Herring  Gull,  L.  a.  smithsonianus,  Kumlien’s  Gull,  Larus 
glaucoides  kumlieni  and  thayeri • 

"in  smithsonianus  adults  and  subadults  the  iris  is  pale  yellow  or  straw 
color,  unmarked.  The  eyelid  (naked  portion)  is  yellow  deepening  to 
orange  red  in  the  breeding  season  according  to  some  observers.  In 
thayeri  adults  the  iris  is  never  clear  straw  color,  but  varies  from 
straw  color,  thickly  powdered  with  brown  or  grayish  specks  to  pale 
brown,  freckled  with  darker;  this  gives  the  eye  a  dark  appearance 
instead  of  the  staring,  pale  colored  eye  of  smithsonianus.  The  eyelid 

is  even  more  distinct  being  always  purplish  pink - •  Up  to  the  time 

Thayer’s  Gulls  leave  the  British  Columbia  Coasts,  which  is  some  time 
about  the  end  of  April,  they  can  be  told  from  American  Herring  Gulls  in  life 
by  their  pale  yellow  or  greenish  bills,  not  the  deep  yellow  bill  of 

the  last  named  bird.  From  Kumlionfs  Gull - Thayer’s  Gull  can  be 

told  by  its  larger  bill,  darker  wing  tips  and  especially  by  the  color  of 
the  eyelid.  This  in  Kumlien’s  Gull  is  a  dark  scarlet  red  in  the 
adult  both  in  winter  and  summer  •” 

The  marks  mentioned  in  the  above  quotations  make  it  clear  that  typical  specimens  of 
thayeri  may  be  identified  in  the  field  by  the  wing  tip  markings  in  conjunction  with 
the  other  characteristics  if  the  observer  knows  what  to  look  for.  Brooks’  remarks 
on  the  eye  color  account  for  my  observation  of  the  irides  that  appeared  a  shade 
darker  than  those  of  the  American  Herring  Gulls.  In  his  article  Brooks  states  that 
he  believes  thayeri .  because  of  the  above  differences  and  its  far  northern  breeding 
range,  is  entitled  to  the  status  of  a  full  species.  In  connection  with  any  descrip¬ 
tion  of  thayeri  the  following  statement  of  Dwight  (1923:255)  must  be  brought  out; 

"The  facts  show  a  complete  intergradation  in  all  plumages  between  pale 
primaried  n kumlieni”  and  dark  thayeri ,  the  former  merging  into  Larus 
leucopterus  the  latter  into  Larus  argentatus  smithson lapsus." 

We  all  recognize  that  field  identification  of  subspecies  is,  in  many  cases,  imposs¬ 
ible  and  in  this  case  it  seems  that  only  the  typical  individuals  are  anything  but  a 
laboratory  problem. 

In  the  light  of  Dwight’s  statement  on  the  complete  intergradation  of  the  four 
forms  in  tho  preceding  paragraph  the  question  not  only  arises  as  to  whether  thayeri 
and  kumlieni  are  subspecies  or  hybrids  but  the  separate  status  of  the  Iceland  Gull 
and  the  Herring  Gull  is  also  subjected  to  a  raised  eyebrow.  ’As  far  as  I  am  able  to 
ascertain  these  questions  have  yet  to  be  answered  completely,  however,  to  link  the 
two  full  species  seems  to  be  flying  in  tho  face  of  approved  practice.  To  go  very 
deeply  into  this  question  is  to  delve  into  the  academic  problem  of  what  separates 
species  and  subspecies  of  one  family^and  the  writer  is  neither  qualified  for  nor 
inclined  to  such  a  discussion.  I  am  able  to  present  some  additional  facts  as  to  the 
two  subspecies.  Dwight  mentions  (1925:196-7)  that  cross  breeding  experiments 
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between  a  female  Iceland  Gull  and  a  male  British  Lesser  Black-Backed  Gull  discussed 
by  Loflnberg  in  1919 

’’seem  to  indicate  that  ’kumlieni *  is  not  a  first  generation  hybrid, 
whatever  else  it  may  be, - —It  would  seem  that  ’kumlieni’  is  per¬ 

haps  an  incipient  species  with  a  mixture  of  characters  but  at  present 
it  appears  to  bo  of  hybrid  origin  intergrading  with  L.  _a.  thayeri.  a 
marked  geographical  race,  to  the  west  and  with  Larus  leucopterus  to 
the  oast,” 

When  one  considers  that  Dwight’s  work  was  largely  from  museum  specimens  and  that 
much  of  his  evidence  was  to  the  contrary, the  mention  of  kumlieni  as  an  ’’incipient 
species”  is  remarkably  prophetic.  Recent  literature  (Soper;1934,  Wynne-Edwards: 

1952)  substantiates  this  by  mentioning  that  there  are  gaps  of  several  hundred  miles 
between  the  breeding  populations  of  thayeri t  kumlieni  and  L  •  glaucoides.  This 
would  indicate  that  kumlieni  is  an  isolated,  breeding  subspecies  without  present 
contact  with  either  of  the  supposedly  parent  forms,  I  was  unable  to  find  out  if 
recent  exploration  has  found  gaps  between  the  breeding  ranges  of  thayeri  and  smith- 
sonianus,  however,  a  quotation  from  Dwight  (1917)  states, 

’’Complete  intergradation  between  the  two  forms  occurs,  argentatus 
smithsonianus.  according  to  our  present  /nomenclature  prevailing 
south  of  Hudson  Strait  and  of  the  northern  shores  of  Hudson  Bay, 
while  northward  probably  throughout  the  Arctic  Archipelago  of  Canada, 
thayeri  seems  to  be  the  common  form.” 

If  this  is  found  to  be  true  and  in  the  light  of  the  graduation  in  size,  primary 
markings,  bill  3ize  and  color  and  eyelid  color  from  the  Iceland  Gull  through 
kumlieni  and  thayeri  to  the  American  Herring  Gull«it  may  be  that,  at  one  time, 
kumlieni  and  thayeri  formed  an  unbroken  hybrid  link  between  the  two  full  species. 

It  seems  now  that  thayeri ,  with  its  link  to  the  south  with  smithsonianus .re presents 
a  subspecies  while  kumlieni,  with  its  isolated  breeding  range,  represents  a  further 
step  up  the  evolutionary  ladder  toward  a  full  species.  This  is  simply  conjecture. 

As  one  goes  through  the  literature,  it  becomes  increasingly  obvious  just  how  little 
is  known  about  the  arctic  gulls,  their  interrelationships,  geographical  ranges  and 
migration  routes  as  well  as  their  status  and  origin.  Doubtless  there  exists  a  good 
deal  of  material  that  I  have  overlooked  in  this  short  study.  It  may  also  be  that 
there  are  some  data  that  have  been  accumulated  since  the  war,  as  a  result  of  our 
increasing  national  interest  in  the  Arctic,  that  remain  as  yet  unpublished.  It  is 
also  ob  vious,  however,  that,  when  thorough  studies  are  available  from  the  Arctic 
nesting  grounds  and  further  crossbreeding  experiments  are  undertaken,  the  gulls  will 
prove  to  be  one  of  the  most  fertile  fields  in  the  study  of  the  origin  and  develop¬ 
ment  of  species. 

If  Thayer’s  Herring  Gull  occurs  at  all  in  our  area,  it  can  only  be  recorded  as 
accidental.  The  route  from  its  breeding  place  in  the  high  arctic  to  its  wintering 
area  on  the  Pacific  Coast  is  far  to  the  northwest  of  us.  Yet  the  breeding  ranges 
of  Kumlien’s  and  Iceland  Gulls  are  recorded  as  just  to  the  east  of  that  given  for 
thayeri .  If  we  surmise  that  the  southwestward  winter  migration  of  these  birds 
brings  us  the  individuals  that  we  note  each  winter, then  it  is  possible  that  we 
should  also  find  a  few  strays  from  the  more  eastern  portion  of  the  breeding  range  of 
Thayer’s  Herring  Gull,  We  know  that  gulls  are  great  wanderers  from  the  many  acciden¬ 
tal  records  of  these  birds  from  areas  outside  their  usual  range.  We  also  know  that 
the  Niagara  Frontier,  with  its  open  water,  plentiful  food  and  tremendous  population 
of  wintering  gulls  acts  as  a  magnet  to  these  strays.  It  would  not  be  surprising, 
therefore,  if  Thayer’s  Herring  Gull  were  found  here  occasionally. 

The  observation  and  study  of  the  wintering  gulls  of  the  Niagara  Frontier  is  fas¬ 
cinating  and  rewarding  as  almost  every  season  one  or  more  rarities  turn  up.  The 
job  of  isolating  these  rarities  among  the  thousands  of  gulls  is  a  difficult  one.  The 
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student  must  be  alert  to  all  the  possibilities  and  must  carefully  examine  any 
individual  which,  in  the  slightest  way,  differs  from  its  fellows. ,  In  noting  the 
amount  of  white  in  the  wing  tips  of  the  American  Herring  Gulls  it  is  well  to  know 
that  the  white  Mirrors’  and  other  markings  on  the  primaries  do  not  reach  their 
maximum  with  the  advent  of  adult  plumage  but  increase  to  some  extent  with  further 
molts  (Poor,  1946).  One  of  the  Herring  Gull  skins  in  the  Buffalo  Museum  shows  al¬ 
most  no  white  in  the  primaries  alt ho  it  is  otherwise  in  adult  garb.  In  studying 
and  identifying  gulls  not  only  the  pattern  and  color  of  the  markings  on  the 
primaries  must  be  ob  served  but  the  bill  markings,  leg  color  and  general  size  and 
color  of  the  bird  must  be  noted  and  correlated.  I  suggest  that  the  student  ac¬ 
quaint  himself  with  the  excellent  table  covering  field  identification  of  gulls  in 
Peterson  * s  FIELD  GUIDE  TO  THE  HE STERN  BIRDS  (1941)  as  there  are  several  western 
species  which  might  accidentally  occur  here. 

The  rocks  just  above  the  falls, which  provided  a  resting  and  preening  area  for 
the  gulls,  and  a  good  place  to  observe  them,  are  being  removed  in  the  name  of 
beautification,  progress  or  what -have- you.  During  ensuing  wintere  we  shall  have  to 
find  other  points  of  vantage  from  which  to  observe  the  arctic  gulls.  I  intend  to  go 
afield  with  renewed  interest  in  this  family  of  birds.  It  may  be  that  the  few 
questionable  birds  that  we  saw  last  winter  were  only  oddly  marked  American  Herring 
Gulls;  it  may  be  that  they  represented  an  ’incursion1  of  thayeri  not  to  be  repeated 
for  some  years;  but  it  may  be  that  we  can  find  others  in  coming  winters,  a  specimen 
can  be  obtainedjand  we  can  add  Thayer’s  Herring  Gull  to  the  list  of  birds  of  our 
area.  Until  that  time,  though,  we  can  only  say  that  we  saw  a  ’queer’  gull. 

R.  D.  Cogge shall 

1.  The  Twenty-Ninth  Supplement  to  the  American  Ornithologists  Union  Check  List  of 
North  American  Birds,  AUK  vol.  71,  July  1954,  recognized  the  following  change 
in  nomenclature;  the  Iceland  Gull,  Larus  leucopterus  Vieillot  becomes  Larus 
glaucoides  Meyer  so  that  the  forms  now  stand: 

Iceland  Gull,  Larus  glaucoides  glaucoides  Meyer 
Kumlien’s  Gull,  Larus  glaucoides  kumlieni  Brewster 
In  order  to  preserve  the  integrity  of  quotations,  the  older  form  leucopterus 
has  been  used  when  quoting  directly  from  the  literature.  The  present  form, 
glaucoides,  has  been  used  in  the  text. 
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Ridgeway, 

1919 


Soper,  J. 
1934 


Robert 

Birds  of  North  and  Middle  America.  Bulletin  50 ,  U.j3,  National  Museum 

part  8:600 

Dewey 

Bird  records  for  southern  Baffin  Island.  The  Canadian  Field-Naturali st , 
XLVIII : 79 


Taverner,  P.A. 

192  8  Birds  of  Western  Canada*  National  Museum  of  Canada  Bulletin  no.  41 
Biological  Series  no.  10:56 

Wynne-Edwards,  V.C. 

1952  The  birds  observed  in  Central  and  South  East  Baffin  Island,  AUK  69, 
no.  4:371 


CANADIAN  SHORE  OF  LAKE  ERIE  FIELD  TRIP  -  September  11,  1955 

A  driving  rain  on  Sunday,  September  11,  1955,  dampened  everything  but  the 
spirits  of  the  eleven  participants  in  the  field  trip  along  the  Canadian  shore  of 
Lake  Erie.  There  the  display  of  life  was  comparatively  quiet  with  six  Black- 
bellied  Plov  er  and  eighty  Sanderling  to  add  variety  to  the  "peeps"  and  Killdeer. 

In  spite  of  rain  land-birds  continued  surprisingly  active;  eighteen  species  of 
warblers  together  with  a  Philadelphia  Vireo,  two  Gray-cheeked  Thrush,  and  three 
White-throats  gladdened  the  hearts  of  all  spring-disappointed  bird-watchers. 

By  mid-afternoon  the  rain  had  stopped,  ''and  in  a  meadow  teeming  with  insec  ts, 
a  great  mix  ed  flock  of  feeding  birds  accounted  for  all  six  swallows.  At  Rockhouse 
Point  the  sun  appeared,  and  to  honor  the  event  a  Red-backed  San(}pipQr  and  a  Caspian 
Tern  added  their  colors.  Before  the  day’s  end  fifteen  Golden  Plover  flew  low  over 
a  plowed  field,  bringing  to  ten  the  total  species  of  shorebirds;  the  complete  count 
for  the  day  was  seventy-eight  species. 

Not  classified  ornit  biologic  ally,  but  nonetheless  worthy  of  mention,  was  a  unique 
roadside  display  of  blue  lobelia  and  both  the  blue  and  the  rare  white  bottle- 
gentian. 


Gertrude  G,  Webster,  Leader 


GRAND  ISLAND  FIELD  TRIP  -  SEPTEMBER  l8«  1955 

Eight  observers  .and  two  telescopes  constitute  an  efficient  and  congenial  bird- 
ing  group.  We  visited  Beaver  Island  State  Park  before  the  toll  booth  opened,  and 
found  a  few  birds  in  the  pond  in  spite  of  the  week’s  construction  work  on  two  new 
bridges.  On  the  parkway  a  flock  of  some  three  hundred  Grackles  obligingly  fed  on 
the  margins  and  a  single  Red-headed  Woodpecker  crossed  our  way. 

Most  of  the  observations  were  made  at  Buckhorn  Island  State  Park,  both  from 
the  bridge  and  during  hikes.  A  score  or  more  each  of  Wood  Ducks,  Blue-winged  Toais, 
and  Pied-billed  Grebes  showed  up  very  well  in  the  sunlit  morning,  as  did  about  half 
a  dozen  each  of  Coots,  Bitterns,  Great  Blue,  Night,  and  Green  Herons.  Also  one 
Least  Bittern  was  noticed.  Three  Wilson’s  Snipes  were  in  the  telescope  at  one  time, 
feeding  and  preening  themselves.  One  flock  of  over  one  hundred  Mallards  (mostly) 
and  Blacks  was  flushed  accidentally.  The  warblers  were  few  this  day. 

On  the  way  home  in  the  afternoon,  the  Buffalo  members  investigated  the  "thorn 

(85) 


‘ 


't 


.  ■’  .. 


1 


\ 


thicket"  and  added  a  number  of  small  birds  to  the  list  (as  predicted  from  the 
loaders*  exploratory  visit  on  the  previous  day).  The  warblers  then  rose  to  ten 
species.  Three  Rose-breasted  Grosbeaks,  a  pair  of  Cardinals,  one  Ovenbird,  and  ono 
Kingbird ,  as  well  r s  seven  hawks  of  three  common  species  may  be  specifically  men¬ 
tioned  from  the  day’s  trip.  Altogether  the  list  included  59  species. 

The  weather  was  clear,  nearly  calm*  pleasant,  and  warm  for  the  season  (70-80°) • 
The  species  list  was  kept  by  a  B.A.3.  junior  member  from  Niagara  Falls. 

Betty  and  Axel  Heilborn,  Leaders 


CANADIAN  SHORE  OF  LaKE  ERIE  FIELD  TRIP 
September  25,  1955 

On  Sunday,  September  25,  nine  persons  went  on  the  BOS  field  trip,  visiting 
some  of  the  better  binding  spots  between  Fort  Erie  and  Rockhouse  Point.  The 
weather  was  partly  cloudy  (50'/»  of  possible  sunshine),  temperature  46-61  degrees, 
wind  NNW.,  averaging  11  m.p.h.  The  85  species  of  birds  that  were  identified 
included  no  rarities.  There  were  eleven  kinds  of  shorebirds  and  fourteen  warblers. 
The  feature  of  the  day,  however,  was  the  hawk  flight  of  more  than  500  individuals 
of  at  least  eight  species.  274  Sharp-shins  were  counted,  but  no  Broad-wings.  This 
is  the  largest  number  of  hawks  any  of  those  on  the  trip  had  ever  seen  in  a  single 
day  in  the  fall  along  this  part  of  the  shore.  All  were  moving  eastward.  Near  the 
lakeshoro  west  of  the  area  covered  on  this  trip,  hawks  occur  in  greater  numbers  in 
the  fall,  and  there  they  move  westward.  At  times  fifteen  to  twenty  or  more  Sharp- 
shins  wore  seen  circling  in  a  single  group,  like  Broad-wings.  This,  too,  was  a 
’’first"  for  everyone  present. 


Harold  H.  Axtell,  Leader 


OFFICERS  AND  COUNCIL  MEMBERS 


The  following  officers  were  elected  at  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  B.O.S.  on 
October  12,  1955: 


Honorary  President 
President 
Vice-President 
Treasurer 

Recording  Secretary 
Corresponding  Secretary 
Librarian 
Statisticians 


James  Savage 
Mrs.  E.C ,  Ulrich 
Philip  Greene 
Ray  Kirsch 
Mrs.  M.  W.  Dietrich 
Mrs.  M.H.  Abrams 
Mario  V/ end  ling 
Harold  Axtell 
Bernard  Nathan 


The  members  of  the  Council  and  their  terms  of  office  are: 


1953-56 

Mrs.  J.E.  Bacon 
Kathryn  Praemassing 
Edward  Ulrich 


1954-57 

Mary  Louise  Emerson 
Harold  Mitchell 
Cyril  Wolf ling 


1955-58 

Mrs.  W.W.  B  rockner  * 
Fred  Hall 
Ray  McCann 


Cyril  Wolf ling  was  elected  to  finish  the  term  of  Harold  Rice  who  was  elected  a 
member  of  the  Council  last  year. 
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NEW  MEMBERS 


The  Society  welcomes  the  following  new  Associate  Members: 

Richard  Christensen,  9  Brookside  Drive,  Willi amsvi lie,  New  York 
Dr,  Arthur  Freitag,  1000  Kensington  Ave»,  Buffalo  13,  New  York 
General  &  Mrs,  Howard  Ea  Fuller,  Managers  Office,  Veterans  Hospital, 

3493  Bailey  Avenue,  Buffalo  13,  New  York 
Frances  G.  Row,  309  Summer  St*,  Buffalo  22,  New  York 
Mr,  and  Mrs.  Howard  Smith,  123  Wingate  Avenue,  Buffalo  16,  New  York 
Margaret  Wondling,  87  Garrison  Road,  Williamsville,  New  York 


PROGRAM  -  MEETINGS 


Regular  mootings  are  in  the  Humboldt  Room  of  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  at 
8;00  P,M#  on  Wednesdays# 

December  14  -  Recorded  Bird  Voices.  Plans  for  Christmas  Bird  Count  -  Leader: 

William  C.  Vaughan. 


PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 

Sunday,  Nov.  27  -  parks  South  of  Buffalo.  Leader:  Mrs.  J.E.  Bacon  (EM.  3184).  Meet 
at  Chestnut  Ridge  Casino  at  9:00  A.M. 

Sunday,  Dec,  11  -  Niagara  Loop  and  Lake  Ontario  Shore  to  Wilson.  Leader:  Elizabeth 
Faul  (PA.  9383).  Meet  at  Peace  Bridge  at  8:00  A.M# . 

Monday,  Dec,  26  -  Christmas  Bird  Count.  Leader:  William  C.  Vaughan,  Locust  Orove 
Farm,  River  Road,  Youngstown,  New  York  (Lewiston  68-077)# 


TRAVELING  NESTS 


Tree  Swallows  nest  on  the  ferryboats  that  ply  between  Ogdensburg,  New  York,  and 
Prescott,  Ontario,  across  the  St.  Lawrence  River  whore  it  is  more  than  a  mile  wide. 
The  nests  are  tucked  into  suitable  openings  on  the  ferries,  and  the  frequent  trips 
back  and  forth  across  this  mile  of  water  and  the  docking  at  different  piers  do  not 
seem  to  disturb  the  birds.-  They  gather  their  nesting  material  of  feathers  and 
straws  and  leaves  from  either  shore,  and,  when  the  young  are  being  fed,  insects  may 
bo  gathered  about  the  Canadian  or  the  United  States  shore,  depending  on  where  the 
ferryboat  is  docked. 

n Stray  Feathers  from  a  Bird  Man’s  Desk” 

Austin  L.  Rand 


NOTE:  -  On  August  1  we  heard  a  noise  in  our  garage,  it  was  a  Carolina  Wren,  which 
had  flown  in  through  the  small  door;  the  large  one  was  closed,  I  caught  the  wren 
and  banded  it.  Like  the  Ruffed  Grouse  and  the  Sharp-shinned  Hawk,  this  was  another 
unusual  bird  that  found  its  way  into  our  garage  -  to  be  banded. 

Ruth  B.  Avery 


Please  mail  your  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  third  day  of  the  following 

month  to  Cyril  T.  Wolfling,  Box  87,  Alden,  New  York 

EDITOR:  Ray  McCann,  39  Anderson  Placo,  Buffalo  22,  New  York 

TREASURER:  Ray  Kirsch,  339  Crowley  Avenue,  Buffalo  7,  New  York 
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Published  Monthly  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society,  Inc, 

•Buffalo.  New  York 


THE  MONTH 


October,  1955,  was  the  second  wettest  of  record,  with  8*12  inches  of  precipita¬ 
tion,  5*6^  inches  above  normal.  This  reduced  further  the  already  low  numbers  of 
shore-birds  in  our  area*  The  average  monthly  temperature  was  2*8  degrees  above  the 
mean*  As  one  might  expect  from  this,  more  than  the  usual  number  of  birds  postponed 
their  southward  flight  until  somewhat  after  the  normal  dates*  For  a  fairly  full 
picture  of  this  in  the  Ooctober  records,  one  must  of  course  consult  the  published 
report  of  the  0  ctober  Bird  Count  as  well  as  the  Noteworthy  Records.  Again  this 
fall,  for  the  third  successive  year,  Sharp-tailed  Sparrows  were  found  at  the  south 
edge  of  the  Dunnviile  marsh  near  Stromriessi  Franklin’s  and  Little  Culls  were  absent 
from  our  September  and  0  ctober  records  for  the  first  time  since  1944  and  1943  res¬ 
pectively*  These  are  the  months  during  which  these  gulls  are  most  often  seen.  A 
Franklin’s  Cull ,  however,  was  observed  after  a  storm  in  August  of  this  year.  In  the 
latter  part  of  the  month  Evening  Grosbeaks  heralded  another  flight  year  for  this 
species. 

Harold  H.  Axtell 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


*  -  indicates  first  record  of  the  year 
F  -  n  n  n  n  ”  migration 

L  -  w  last  •»  "  "  " 
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19 
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Buckhorn  Is.  St.  Pk 
Bemus  Pt . 

Grand  Is. 

M  tt 

Mayville 
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Forest  Lawn  Cem* 
Grand  Is. 

Crystal  Beach, Ont. 
Squaw  Is. 

Grand  Is. 


Cogge shall 
Par  ker 

Graham  et  al 
Cogge shall 
Robinson, Lenna 
Parker 

Graham  et  al 
Cogge shall 

Caul 

Cogge shall 

Mitchell 
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rep. 
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Amer.  Scoter 
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Mayville 

Robinson,  Lenna,  rep. 

Parker 

Ruddy  Buck: 
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19 
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Grand  Is. 

Cogge shall 

Rough-leg.  Hawk 
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Buckhorn  Is.St.Pk, 

ti 

Osprey 

II 
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Forest  Lawn  Cem. 
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Black-bell.  Plover 
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Can. shore  L.Erie 
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2  IF 
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Fima 

Cogge  shall 

Phoebe 

II 

19l 

1 

Grand  Is. 
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Abino  Bay,  Ont. 
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Tufted  Titmouse 

II 
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Well sville 

Bavies,  rep.  McMurtry 

Carolina  Wren 
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1,2 
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Catbird 
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Oak  Orchard 

Buc  kland 
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Mitchell 

Brown  Thrasher 

II 
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Hermit  Thrush 

II 

11-19L 
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4016  Cliff  St., 

- 

Niagara  Falls 

Roger  son 

Solitary  Vireo 

II 

5B 

1 

Buffalo 

Mitchell 

Red-eyed  Vireo 

II 

13 

1 

Buckhorn  Is.St.Pk. 

Cogge shall 

Bl.  &  Wh .  Warbler 

II 

8l 
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Forest  Lawn  Cem. 

Mitchell 

Tenesee  Warbler 
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Forest  Lawn  Cem. 

Mitchell 

Nashville  Warbler 
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13,19** 

6,1 

Buckhorn  Is.St.Pk. 

Cogge sha 11 

Blackburn.  Warbler 

II 

1L 
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Wellsville 

Me Mur t  ry 

Bay-br.  Warbler 
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1 

Buckhorn  Is.St.Pk. 

Cogge  shal  1 

Com.  Yellowthroat 
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2 
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Rose-br.  Grosbeak 

II 

26L 
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Hamburg 

Avery 

Evening  Grosbeak 

II 

28F 
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11 

Ramsdell,  rep.  Avery 

Pine  Siskin 

II 
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Wellsville 

McMurtry 

* Sharp-tailed  Sparrow 

"  23 

3 

Stromness,Ont . 

Nathan  et  al 

Tree  Sparrow 

II 

19 
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Buckhorn  Is.St.Pk. 

Coggeshall 

11 

19 
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£016  Cliff  St., 

Nia.  Falls 

Rogerson 

Lincoln’s  Sparrow 

11 
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1  dead 

Hamburg 

Avery 

11 
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Well sville 

McMurtry 

II 

13 
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Buckhorn  Is.St.Pk. 

Coggeshall 

Snow  Bunting 

II 

23 
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Morgan  Pt.,0nt. 

Nathan  et  al 

Species  previously  recorded 
Additional  species  recorded  in  October 


Total  specieB  to  date 


250 

4  (includes  Western  Sandpiper  and 
Forster’s  Tern  from  the  Fall 

_  Bird  Count  on  October  16.) 

254 


ATTENTION  OBSERVERS:  IMPORTANT  NOTICE 


No w  that  the  Date  Buide  has  been  distributed  to  members,  the  Statisticians 
feel  that  there  is  no  longer  any  need  for  members  to  have  pointed  out  to  them  which 
of  their  reported  observations  are  so  unusual  as  to  require  written  verification. 

Observers  themselves  should  compare  their  field  observations  with  the  dates  in 
their  Date  Guide.  If  any  observation  is  outside  the  listed  dates,  a  written  veri¬ 
fication  of  it  should  accompany  the  report  to  the  Junior  Statistician.  If  the  ob- 
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server,  however,  is  unaware  of  the  unusualness  of  an  observation,  and.  therefore  fails 
to  submit  verification  of  it  with  his  original  report,  he  may  still  do  so  up  to  two 
months  later.  This  will  give  him  time  to  discover  the  omission  of  his  report  from 
the  Noteworthy  Records,  to  check  it  with  his  Date  Guide,  and  send  his  verification 
to  either  the  Junior  or  the  Senior  Statisticians.  If  his  confirmation  is  adequate, 
the  report  will  then  still  be  published. 

Experienced  and  competent  field  observers  will  not  feel  inconvenienced  by 
having(to  recognize  which  of  their  own  records  are  so  unusual  as  to  require  verifi¬ 
cation,  since  competence  in  field  identification  by  one  who  is  interested  in  re¬ 
porting  sight  records  is  normally  correlated  with  both  knowledge  and  interest  con¬ 
cerning  dates  of  occurrence  of  birds.  The  same  psychological  drives  that  cause  a 
person  to  become  expert  in  bird  identification  also  cause  him  to  take  an  interest 
in  the  records  of  the  birds  in  his  home  area. 

i 

Beginner  or  expert,  the  happy  birder  is  an  eager  birder.  If  his  birding  has 
any  ornithological  inclinations,  he  personally  examines  appropriate  publications  to 
learn  the  known  status  of  the  birds  he  sees,  finding  out  as  quickly  as  he  can  which 
ones  are  unusual.  He  then  acts  accordingly.  In  the  BOS,  we  are  fortunate  to  have 
a  Date  Guide  to  which  he  may  refer  to  find  out  whether  the  record  is  unusual  enough 
to  arouse  justified  skepticism  and  therefore  to  require  written  verification.  If 
it  is,  he  writes  the  best  account  he  reasohably  can  and,  without  waiting  to  be  asked 
especially  for  it,  he  sends  in  his  verifying  write-up  along  with  his  report.  Date 
Guides  may  be  obtained  for  25#  a  copy  by  writing  to  Mrs.  E.C.  Ulrich,  193  LaSalle 
Ave.,  Buffalo  14,  New  York. 

The  Statisticians  -  Harold  H.  Axtell 

Bernard  Nathan 


FALL  BIRD  COUNT  -  OCTOBER  16,  1955 

Sunday,  Ocotber  16  (the  second  day  of  Duck  Season)  dawned  a  dark  wet  day  and 
remained  inhospitable  in  almost  all  the  territories.  Everyone  reported  rain.  The 
average  temperature  was  33  degrees.  Although  the  sun  did  not  choose  to  grace  us 
with  its  presence,  64  observers  covered  24  territories  to  report  132  species  and 
83,000  individuals.  The  number  of  species  of  ducks  reported  was  22;  this  number 
seems  in  keeping  with  the  numbers  in  previous  years,  i.e.  19  species  in  *34,  21  in 
*33,  19  in  *32. 

Oven-birds  were  reported  for  the  second  time  on  a  Fall  Bird  Count.  The  only 
other  record  was  in  1937  when  21  were  seen.  The  1937  Count,  however,  was  two  weeks 
earlier  than  this  year’s. 

The  number  of  Ring-billed  Gulls  was  twice  that  of  any  previous  Fall  Bird  Count. 
Other  outstanding  new  highs  were  Magnolia  Warbler,  American  Scoter,  Ruby-crowned 
Kinglet,  and  1203  White-crowned  Sparrows  against  a  previous  high  of  137.  Species 
noticeably  low  wore  Wood  Duck,  Golden  Plover,  Sanderling  and  Pipit.  Conspicuously 
absent  were  Golden-eye,  Buffle-head,  3Urf  Scoter,  Wild  Turkey,  Sora,  Owls,  Red¬ 
headed  Woodpecker  ,  Solitary  Vireo,  and  Pine  Siskin. 

List  of  Territories 

A.  -  Canadian  shore  of  Lake  Erie,  Fort  Erie  to  Port  Colborne  -  Mitchell,  Epes, 

McCann 

B.  -  Canadian  shore  of  Lake  Erie,  Port  Colborne  to  Rockhouse  Point  -  Caul,  Vanderbles 

C.  -  Canadian  shore  of  Lake  Erie,  Rockhouse  Point  to  Dunnville  Marsh  -  Grand  River 

and  Inland  -  Nathan,  Emerson,  Braunberns 

D.  -  Canadian  side  of  Niagara  River,  Fort  Erie  to  Niagara  Fails  and  inland  -  Thorpe 

E.  -  Canadian  side  of  Niagara  River,  Niagara  Falls  to  Lake  Ontario  -  Lake  Ontario 

shore,  Niagara  River  to  Port  Weller  and  inland  -  Schaffner,  Salisbury 
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Grand.  Island,  north  of  Wrhitehaven  Road  -  Windsor ,  Faul. 

Grand  Island,  south  of  Whitehaven  Road  -  Praemassings,  Facklam,  Gamble. 
American  side  of  Niagara  River,  Bird  Island  to  Niagara  Falls  -  Inskip 
South  Park  and  Buffalo  Harbor,  Tifft  St.  to  Ferry  St.  -  Greene,  Wolf ling 
Delaware  Park  and  Forest  Lawn  Cemetery  -  Beard slee 
Oak  Orchard  -  KLabun.de 

Lake  Erie  shore,  Tifft  St.  to  Silver  Creek  -  Kirchs 

Dunkirk,  Fredonia,  Bear  Lake,  Cassadaga  Lakes  -  Stanleys^  Schober,  Meierhoffer, 

Clark 

South  Bayton  and  Mud  Lake  -  Brett les 

Chautauqua  Lake,  Riverside  Marsh,  Stillwater  -  Beal,  Lenna,  Parker,  Elderkins, 

Robinson 

Allegany  State  Park,  St el sons  Pond  -  Eschelmans 

East  Aurora,  Orchard  Park,  Emery  Park  -  Wendlings,  Webster 

Hamburg  -  Bacon,  Avorys 

Beaver  Meadow  Sanctuary,  ^ushford  Lake,  Crystal  Lake  -  Turner,  James 
Wellsvillo,  Cuba  Lake,  Shongo,  Boahga  Club  -  McMurtrys,  Davie 
Silver  Lake,  Castile  -  McShane 

Lake  Ontario  shore,  Olcott  to  Shore  Acres  -  Ulrichs,  Hickman,  Cummiskeys, 

Karlak,  Abrams,  Lovelace 

Batavia,  Horseshoe  Lake,  LaGrange  Lake,  Lake  LeRoy,  Akron  Lake,  County  Home 

Forest  -  Pixley,  Masons,  Annabals 
Allegheny  River,  Vandalia  to  Olean  -  North  Cuba  -  Eatons 


Bird  List 

Specie  s 

Common  Loon 
Horned  Grebe 
Pied-billed  Grebe 
D.-cr.  Cormorant 
Gr.  Bl.  Heron 
Green  Heron 
B.-cr.  Night  Heron 
Amer.  Bittern 
Canada  Goose 
Mallard 
Black  Buck 
Gad wall 
Pintail 
Green-w .  Teal 
Blue-w.  Teal 
European  Widgeon 
American  Widgeon 
Shoveller 
Wood  Duck 
Redhead 

Ring-nocked  Duck 
Canvas-back 
Greater  Scaup 
Lesser  Scaup 
Old -squaw 
White-w.  Scoter 
Amer •  Scoter 
Ruddy  Duck 
Hooded  Merganser 
Amer.  Merganser 
Red-br.  Merganser 


630 

331 

2 

27 

7 

3 

1 

1404 

334 

327 

8 

30 

6 

19 

1 

611 

1 

18 

19 

13 

4 

3. 

72 

1 

21 

129 

62 

1 

2 

8 


C  N 


F  K 
X 


X 

W 

P  w 

Q, 

P 

F  T  W 

F  V  X 
N  P 
A  U 

E 

C  E  W 
C  W 

E 

B  C 
A  C 


Species  

Turkey  Vulture  41 
Sharp-sh.  Hawk  2 
Cooper ’s  Hawk  2 
Red-tailed  Hawk  7 
Red- should .  Hawk  2 
Rough -leg.  Hawk  1 
Bald  Eagle  2 
Marsh  Hawk  8 
Peregrine  Falcon  1 
Sparrow  Hawk  23 
Ruffed  Grouse  8 
Pheasant  139 
Florida  Gallinule  2 
Coot  2142 
Killdeer  238 
Golden  Plover  11 
Black-bell,  Plover  13 
Wilson’s  Snipe  6 
Spotted  Sandpiper  2 
Greater  Yellow-legs  3 
Lesser  Yellow-legs  3 
Pectoral  Sandpiper  9 
Red-bkd,  Sandpiper  9 
Western  Sandpiper  1 
Sanderling  19 
Gt.Black-b.  Gull  2 
Herring  Gull  2768 
Ring-b .  Gull  13,047 
Bonaparte’s  Gull  100 
Forster’s  Tern  3 
Common  Tern  131 


No.  Territory 


L  X 
B  W 
B  X 

P 

W 

w 

E 


G 

2000  in  P 

A  F  W 
A  F 
G  J  N 
N  Z 


G  V 
P  Z 
A 
A 

A  B 
B 


J 

D  H  J 
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Species 

No. 

Territory 

Specie  s 

No  „ 

Ter ri tory 

Black  Tern 

1 

J 

Nashville  Warbler 

9 

Rock  Rove 

27 

A  E  P 

Magn o 1 i a  Warbler 

57 

30  in  V 

Mourning  Dove 

171 

Capo  May  Warbler 

5 

C  N 

Blnck-bi  Cuckoo 

2 

F  N 

Bl.-thr*  Bl.  Warbler 

1 

B 

Belted  Kingfisher 

27 

Myrtle  Warbler 

622 

Flicker 

65 

Bl.-thr.  Gr.  Warbler 

8 

Pi  lea ted  Wdpkr  • 

2 

P  U 

Bay-br.  Warbler 

1 

K 

Ye  llow-b •  S^p  sue  ker 

17 

Black-poll  Warbler 

2 

K  Q, 

Hairy  Wdpkr. 

9 

V/.  Palm  Warbler 

10 

Downy  Wdpkr. 

50 

Oven-bird 

2 

K  W 

Phoebe 

15 

Com.  Yellowthroat 

6 

B  E  F 

Prairie  Horned  Lark 

82 

Bl. -capped  Warbler 

5 

A  J  .. 

Tree  Swallow 

1 

E 

Redstart 

3 

B  G  K 

Rough-w  *  Swallow 

2 

D 

E.  Meadowlark 

2  79 

Blue  Jay 

166 

Red.-w.  Blackbird 

5693 

Crow 

1685 

Rusty  Blackbird 

231 

Black-c*  Chickadee 

205 

Grackle 

3145 

2700  in  W 

Tufted  Titmouse 

2 

N 

Cowbird 

1063 

White-br,  Nuthatch 

26 

Cardinal 

42 

Red-br.  Nuthatch 

2 

E  X 

Purple  Finch 

13 

CEP 

Brown  Creeper 

29 

Goldfinch 

324 

House  Wren 

7 

C  J 

Eastern  Towhee 

26 

Winter  Wren 

5 

C  N  X 

Savannah  Sparrow 

16 

Long-b ;  Marsh  Wren 

5 

C  N 

Vesper  Sparrow 

49 

Catbird 

29 

Slate-col.  Junco 

866 

Robin 

1117 

Tree  Sparrow 

33 

F  R  T 

Hermit  Thrush 

58 

Chipping  Sparrow 

36 

Bluebird 

59 

Field  Sparrow 

63 

Golden-Cr .  Kinglet 

509 

Whi-cr.  Sparrow 

1205 

Rbuy-cr ;  Kinglet 

785 

Wh.-th.  Sparrow 

1965 

Pipit 

90 

Fox  Sparrow 

4 

A  C  K 

Cedar  Waxwing 

220 

Lincoln ’ s  Sparrow 

1 

F 

Starling  156,546 

110,000  in 

Swamp  Sparrow 

77 

P 

Song  Sparrow 

638 

Red-eyed  Vireo 

4 

C  K 

0range-cr.  Warbler 

5 

A  E 

House  Sparrow 

£797 

\ 

Unidentified  ducks 

141 

Unidentified  blabkbirds  500 

Unidentified  sparrows  1000 

Mr.  <fc  Mrs.  Raymond  C.  Kirsch 


GRAND  I SL/OT  FIELD  TRIP  -  OCTOBER  9,  1955 

We  did  not  find  the  Golden  Plover.  The  day  was  clear  and  cool  without  much 
wind  in  the  morning  but  with  winds  up  to  20  m.p.h,  later.  The  water  birds  on 
Burnt  ship  Crook:  were  disturbed  by  three  fishing  boats,  and  hungers  with  dogs  on 
various  parts  of  the  island  no  doubt  caused  many  land  birds  to  seek  cover.  However, 
we  observed  45  species  during  the  day,  among  them  2  Wilson’s  Snipes  asleep  on  a 
stump  in  Burnt  ship  Creek. 


Jennie  S.  Graham,  Leader 
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PROGRAM  -  MEETINGS 


Regular  mootings  are  in  tho  Humboldt  Room  of  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  at 
8:00  P.M.  on  Wednesdays, 

December  14  -  Recorded  Bird  Voices.  Plans  for  Christmas  Bird  Count  -  Loader: 

William  C.  Vaughan, 


PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 

♦ 

Sunday,  Dec,  11  -  Niagara  Loop  and  Lake  Ontario  Shore  to  Wilson,  Leader:  Elizabeth 

faul  (PA,  9365)*  Meet  at  Peace  Bridge  at  8:00  A.M. 

t  i 

Monday,  Dec*  2  6  -  Christmas  Bird  Count.  Leader:  William  C.  Vaughan,  Locust  Grove 

Farm,  River  Road,  Youngstown,  N.Y.  (Lewiston  68-077)* 

******** 


NOTE: 

Mrs.  McMurtry  reports  that,  on  the  day  of  the  Fall  Bird  Count,  Cuba  Lake  had 
three  ducks  and  ten  decoys. 


WOODCOCK  IN  THE  CITY 

At  10  P.M.  on  July  23,  Betty  and  I  flushed  a  "Woodcock  from  our  front  lawn, 
which  I  had  watered  earlier  in  the  day.  The  bird  was  twenty-five  feet  away,  and  a 
street  light  was  nearby.  However,  due  to  darkness  and  the  apparently  small  size  of 
the  bird,  we  were  not  entirely  sure  about  the  identification. 

The  next  morning  I  flushed  the  bird  near  our  compost-leaf  pile,  again  at  a  dist¬ 
ance  of  twenty-five  feet.  I  suw  the  color  pattern  on  the  back  well  as  it  flew 
away,  but  not  the  head  and  bill.  I  heard  clearly  the  very  light  whistling  from  its 
flight,  so  there  is  no  question  in  my  mind  about  the  identification.  During  our 
recent  vacation  on  Martha’s  Vineyard  Island,  Mass,  we  saw  and  heard  several  Wood¬ 
cocks  flying  close  by  us  in  the  dusk. 


Axel  Heilborn 

1020  Creekside  Drive 

Niagara  Falls,  New  York 


Please  mail  your  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  third  day  of  the  follow¬ 
ing  month  to  Cyril  T.  Wolf ling,  Box  87,  Alden,  New  York 

EDITOR:  Ray  McCann,  59  Anderson  Place,  Buffalo  22,  New  York 

TREASURER :  Ray  Kirsch,  159  Pleasant  Avenue,  Hamburg,  New  York 
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Published  Monthly  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society.  Inc. 

Buffalo,  New  York 


THE  MONTH 

November  was  stormy*  High  winds  with  gusts  up  to  64  m.p.h*  on  the  l6th-17th 
caused  extensive  damage  and  were  followed  by  blinding  snow  that  paralyzed  traffic. 

The  28th-2?th  brought  a  record  24-hour  snowfall  of  20  inches  which  created  a  state 
of  emergency  in  South  Buffalo*  During  this  storm  the  temperature  dropped  to  8  deg¬ 
rees  above  zero,  and  winds  were  recorded  up  to  42  m.p.h.  The  average  temperature 
for  the  month  was  1.2  degrees  below  normal,  and  precipitation  was  1*11  inches  above 
normal*  The  November  bird  records*  however*  show  no  readily  apparent  relation  to 
the  extraordinary  aspects  of  these  weather  conditions.  Franklin*s  Gull,  after  being 
absent  during  Sept  ember  and  October  when  it  is  usually  present,  showed  up  in  Nov¬ 
ember  when  it  is  ordinarily  absent.  Bonaparte*s  Gulls,  present  in  only  a  fraction 
of  their  usual  numbers  during  September  and  early  October,  arrived  in  much  more 
than  their  customary  abundance  during  November.  Estimates  by  observers  agree  that 
at  least  several  thousand  were  present,  feeding  on  the  phenomenal  runs  of  scores  of 
millions  of  lake  emerald  shiners  in  the  Niagara  River.  Remarkably  large  numbers  of 
Gray  Shrikes  have  appeared  far  the  third  successive  year.  The  diurnal  migrations 
of  finches  and  grosbeaks,  observable  at  Forest  Lawn  Cemetery  and  near  the  south 
shore  of  Lake  Ontario,  especially  at  Wilson,  attracted  a  good  deal  of  attention 
among  local  bird-watchers.  The  published  records  indicate  only  a  portion  of  the  num¬ 
bers  of  migrating  finches  observed,  many  of  which  were  not  identifiable  to  species. 
Probably  the  most  outstanding  record  for  the  month  was  the  Whiteweyed  Vireo. 

Harold  H.  Axtell 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


*  -  indicates  first 

record  for 

the  year 

p  -  M  »» 

L  -  "  last 

•»  n 

m  n 

M  migration 

O  It 

Pied- billed  Grebe 

Nov. 24, 26 

1,2 

Niagara  Gorge 

Schaf  f  ner , Nathan , 
Scheider 

'Whistling  Swan 

"  6 

1.1 

Wilson,  Lyndonville 

Schaf fner,  et  al 

"  6,13, 

20,27 

300 

Upper  Chaut .  Lake 

Parker 

"  13 

1 

Pt  •  Abino,  Ont  • 

(94) 

Rew , Schaf fne r  et  al 

- ,  ^  ... 


Gadwall 

Nov.  12 

1 

Forest  Lawn 

Nathan,  Schaffner 

n 

20 

10 

Buckhorn  Is.St*Pk. 

Nathan , Schaffner , 

Thorpe , Rat hbun,  Rew 

Green-w,  Teal 

m 

20 

7 

Grand  Island 

ii  n  11  ii  11 

Shoveller 

n 

1 

l 

Buckhorn  Is.ffit.Pk, 

Heilboms 

Wood  Duck 

tt 

20 

9 

Grand  Island 

Rat hbun,  Rew 

n 

20 

1 

Boyer »s  Creek, Ont. 

Schaffner , Nat  ha  n, 

Thorpe 

Ring- necked  Duck 

•i 

13 

1 

Yacht  Harbor, Ont. 

Schaffner,  Rew  et  a! 

Surf  Scoter 

ti 

20,24 

1,1 

Old  Shipyard, Ont . 

Schaffner , Nathan, 

Thorpe 

ti 

27L 

1 

Pt .  Abino,0nt. 

Schaffner, Scheider, 

Nathan  et  al 

Amor.  Scoter 

n 

24 

1,3 

Old  Ft.  Erie, 

Niagara  Gorge, Ont. 

Schaf f ne r 

it 

26 

1,4 

11  n  n  11  11 

”  ,  Scheider 

Nathan 

Sharp-sh.  Hawk 

n 

19 

1 (found  dead)  Hamburg 

Bacon,  Avery 

Kill deer 

it 

26 

7 

Can.  shore  Lake  Eri 

e  Schaffner, Nathan  j 

Scheider 

•i 

27L 

3,1 

Rockhouse , Morgan  Pt 

• , 

Ont. 

Schaffner  et  al 

Black-bell.  Plover 

it 

1L 

2 

Old  Ft.  Erie, Ont. 

Schaffner 

Woodcock 

n 

12 

2 

Can. shore  L.  Erie 

Caul 

it 

1  3l 

3 

Grand  Is. 

Stains,  Arrick 

it 

13L 

1 

Morgan  Pt.,0nt. 

Thorpe, Nathan, 

Schaffner 

Wilson’s  Snipe 

it 

13L 

2 

Grand  Is. 

Stains,  Arrick 

Greater  Yellow-legs 

it 

6L 

2 

Buckhorn  Is.St.Pk. 

Beardslee 

Red-bkd.  Sandpiper 

it 

1,10,131* 

2,3,1 

Old  Ft .  Erie , Ont . 

Schaffner  et  al 

Franklin’s  Gull 

ti 

13 

1 

Old  Ft.  Erie, Ont. 

N  athan ,  Sch  af  f  ne  r , 

Rew  et  al 

it 

26 

1 

Squaw  Is. 

Nathan ,  Schaffner, 

Scheider 

Short-eared  Owl 

n 

6 

1 

Hamlin 

Schaffner  et  al 

it 

20,24,23 

2-3 

Whitehaven,  Ransom  Rds.  ”  ” 

Saw -whet  Owl 

ii 

10 

1 

Cre  sent  Beach , Ont . 

Schaffner 

n 

24,26 

1,1 

Youngstown  Cem. 

KLabundes 

Red-bellied  Woodpkr 

it 

• 

8-30 

1 

Castile  (suet  feeder)  Thompson 

Red-headed  W00dpkr. 

ii 

6 

1 

Ft .  Niagara 

Schaffner  et  al 

it 

12 

1 

Can  .shore  L.  Erie 

Caul 

Yellow-b.  Sapsucker 

it 

17 

1 

1020  Creekside  Dr., 

Niagara  Falls 

He ilborns 

Winter  Wren 

it 

19 

1 

Forest  Lawn 

Schaffner,  Nathan 

Carolina  Wren 

ii 

1-9 

1 

1020  Creekside  Hr., 

Niagara  Falls 

Heilboms 

ii 

9 

1 

Hamburg,  So.  Hill 

Rd .  (feeder) 

Avery 

Hermit  Thrush 

it 

3 

3 

Forest  Lawn 

Schaffner,  Nathan 

it 

10L 

1 

Erie  Beach,0nt. 

Schaffner 

Bluebird 

n 

13L 

1 

Old  Ft.  Erie, Ont. 

Schaffner  et  al 

Ruby-dr.  Kinglet 

n 

12 

1 

Forest  Lawn 

ii  u 

H 

13 

1 

Pt .  A bi no, Ont . 

Rew ,  Caul  et  al 

It 

2ol* 

1 

Tame st own 

Parker 

Pipit 

II 

20 

3 

Prendergast  Pt. 

n 

II 

20 

1 

Old  Ft .  Erie, Ont . 

Schaffner,  Nathan, 

Thorpe,  Caul 

II 

22 

2 

Erie  Beach, Ont. 

Schaffner 

(95) 


y  * 


t  r- 


It 


; 


t 


Gray  Shrike 

Nov 

.  3 

1 

Forest  Lawn 

Schaffnor,  Nathan 

tt 

6 

1 

Young st own 

Schaffner  et  al 

e 

10 

1 

n 

Cogge shall s 

»» 

13 

3 

’Windmill  Pt.,  Crystal  Rew,  Caul  et  al 

Beach,  Pt .  Abino,0nt 

> 

u 

13 

1 

Gain svi lie 

Smith 

ti 

20 

3 

Grand  Is. 

Rathbun,  Rew 

H 

21 

1 

South  Hill  Rd.,  Hmbg, 

,  Averys 

ii 

27 

1 

near  Chestnut  Ridge 

Bacon  et  al 

n 

27 

2 

Ft.  Erie  Pt .  Abino, 

Ont . 

Braunborns,  Nathan ^ 

Thorpe  et  al 

Solitary  Vireo 

H 

19L 

1 

Forest  Lawn 

Mitchell,  Nathan 

*White-eyed  Vireo 

ii 

3,6 

l,l(collected)  Forest  Lawn 

Mitchell 

Tennessee  Warbler 

n 

3 

1 

Forest  Lawn 

Mitchell,  Schaffner, 

Nathan,  Emersons 

ii 

6 

1 

11  ti 

Mitchell 

Myrtle  Warbler 

n 

12 

1 

Forest  Lawn 

it 

ii 

13 

3,1 

Old  Ft.  Erie,  Pt . 

Abino,  Ont. 

Schaffner,  Rew  et  al 

ii 

26 

1 

Old  Ft .  Eri e ,0nt , 

Schaffner,  Scheider 

Com.  Yellow throat 

ti 

2?L 

1 

2343  Kensington  Ave. 

Buffalo 

Chapman  rep.  Mitchell 

Redstart 

ii 

3L 

1 

1020  Creekside  Or*, 

Niagara  Falls 

Heilboms 

E.  Meadowlark 

n 

20 

2 

Grand  Island 

Rathbun,  Rew 

Red-w.  Blackbird 

ii 

13 

1500 

Can.shoro  Lake  Erie 

Schaffner,  Rew  et  al 

ii 

20 

13 

Old  Ft .  Erie, Ont  * 

w  , Nathan, 

Thorpe 

Rusty  Blackbird 

ii 

6 

60 

Grand  Is. 

Brockner 

Grackle 

»i 

13L 

2,1 

Old  Ft .  Eri  e , 

Thunder  Bay, ont. 

Schaffner,  Rew  et  al 

Cowbird 

ii 

13L 

900  est • 

Wa infleet ,ont . 

Schaffner,  Nathan , 

Thorpe 

Evening  Grosbeak 

ii 

3 

63 

Forest  Lawn 

Schaffner, Nathan, 

Emerson 

ii 

6 

34 

Wilson,  Youngstcwn 

Schaffner  et  al 

it 

10 

2 

Cresent  Beach, Ont. 

Schaffner 

H 

11 

4 

Allegany  St.Pk# 

Klabnndes 

it 

12 

18 

Forest  Lawn 

Schaffner  et  al 

tt 

13 

6 

Windmill  Pt.,0nt, 

Schaffner,  Rew  et  al 

11 

21 

11 

Klabundos 

II 

23 

2 

Hamburg  ( Ma in  St . ) 

Lilga  rep.  Bacon 

II 

29 

3 

Font  Hill,  Ont. 

Selbys 

Purple  Finch 

II 

3 

4 

Forest  Lawn 

Schaffner,  Nathan 

II 

6 

1 

Youngstown 

*»  et  al 

♦1 

10 

6 

Cresent  Beach, Ont. 

Schaffner 

11 

13 

13 

Can. shore  Lake  Erie 

Schaffner,  Rew  et  al 

It 

22 

4 

Mayville 

Caul 

II 

2  7l 

1 

1020  Creeksidd  Or., 

Niagara  Falls 

Heilboms 

Common  Redpoll 

II 

3F 

14 

Forest  Lawn 

Schaffner,  Nathan 

II 

6 

133 

Wi  1  son-  Youn  gst  own 

”  at  a  1 

II 

12 

1 

Forest  Lawn 

Mitchell 

It 

19 

3 

11  11 

Schaffner,  Nathan 

Pine  Siskin 

11 

3 

6 

11  11 

11  11 

II 

6 

70 

Wilson-Youngstown 

Schaffner  et  al 

II 

13 

60 

Old  Ft .  Erie, ont  f 

Schaffner,  Rew  et  al 

II 

24,26 

30,33 

Youngstown  Cem , 

Klabundes 

Goldf inch 

It 

27 

30 

West  Falls  (Tucker  Feeder)  Bacon  et  al 

l  96  ^ 

M 


r«. 
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*Red  Crossbill 

Nov. 

13 

10 

Windmill  Pt.,0nt. 

Schaffner,  Rew  et  al 

t» 

20 

4 

Dufferin  Is.,0nt. 

Schaffner , Nathan, 

Thorpe 

*White-w.  Crossbill 

it 

6 

103 

Wilson -Youngstown 

Schaffner  et  al 

Eastern  Towhee 

»i 

13 

1 

Forest  Lawn 

11  11 

Vesper  Sparrow 

it 

2QL 

1 

Can. shore  L.  Erie 

Caul 

Field  Sparrow 

ii 

12 

1 

Forest  Lawn 

Schaffner  et  al 

ii 

13l 

1 

Pt »  Abino,0nt. 

Schaffner,  Nathan, 

Thorpe 

Wh.-th.  Sparrow 

it 

19 

1 

Forest  Lawn 

Schaffner,  Mitchell 

it 

20^ 

1 

74  Crescent  Ave . , 

Hamburg 

Bacons 

Fox  Sparrow 

«> 

10 

1 

So.  Hill  Rd., Hamburg  Averys 

it 

10 

2 

Emery  Pk. 

Cogge shalls 

n 

10 

1 

Cresent  Beach, Ont. 

Schaffner 

- 

ii 

12 

2 

Forest  Lawn 

§chaffner  et  al 

Lapland  Longspur 

ti 

6F 

50 

Yates 

Schaffner  et  al 

ii 

9 

2 

Wilson-Youngst  own 

Cogge shall 

if 

12 

6 

Forest  Lawn 

Schaffner  et  al 

ii 

13 

4 

Old  Ft.  Erie,  Ont. 

Schaffner,  Rew  et  al 

Snow  Bunting 

ti 

6 

300 

Wilson-Yates 

Schaffner  et  al 

it 

13 

20 

Buffalo  Airport 

Cogge shall 

n 

10 

1 

Erie  Beach* Ont. 

Sdhaf fner 

it 

13 

4 

Ft .  Erie ,0nt . 

Schaffner*  Nathan, 

Thorpe 

tt 

27 

30 

Can. shore  Lake  Erie 

Schaffner  et  al 

ti 

27 

200 

Cole  Rd.*  0.  Park 

Bacon  et  al 

Species  previously  recorded  254 

Additional  species  recorded  in  November  _ \ 

Total  species  to  date  257 


A  LAND  IN  THE  SEA 


High  in  the  moun  tains  of  south-central  Switzerland,  lies  a  wide  frozen  river 
bordered  by  massive  snow  peaks  towering  over  two  miles  into  the  blue  sky.  Slowly, 
inexorably,  this  ponderous  four-mile -long  bulk  of  ice  and  snow  moves  fo iward  until  it 
plunges  in  a  solid  cascade  over  a  cliff  high  above  a  narrow  valley.  Here,  in  this 
enchanting  wilderness  of  somber  rock,  sparkling  snow,  find  colorful  alpine  flowers, 
from  the  heaving  grinding  mass  of  the  Rhone  glacier,  a  river  is  born.  At  first  small 
and  swift,  the  Rhone»s  icy  waters  are  soon  swelled  by  streams  which  descend  from  the 
heights,  from  the  eternal  show  fields  of  the  Jungfrau,  the  Dent  Blanche,  and  the 
Matterhorn.  For  mile  after  mile  the  rushing  river  flows  southwesterly  through  this 
beautiful  valley,  past  the  great  massifs  of  the  Limestone  Alps  and  the  titanic 
sculpture  of  the  southern  Valais,  until  it  turns  abruptly  northward  and  eventually  is 
lost  in  the  blue  waters  of  Lake  Leman.  But  here  its  story  does  not  end;  the  Rhone 
emerges  from  the  west  end  of  this  large  lake  as  a  broad  river  and  flows  south  through 
France  until,  over  four  hundred  miles  from  its  source,  it  reaches  the  city  of  Arles. 
Some  five  hundred  yards  wide,  it  divides  into  two  channels  which  follow  diverging 
courses  to  the  Gulf  of  the  Lions  in  the  Mediterranean  Sea  twenty-five  miles  away. 


For  centuries  this  mighty  river  has  carried  silt  and  erosion  debris  and  has 
piled  mud  along  its  banks.  The  river  has  repeatedly  risen  and  broken  through  these 
natural  dikes  and  has  ever  extended  the  land  into  the  sea.  Thus  was  formed  this  vast 
region,  over  sixty  miles  wide,  part  land,  part  sea,  with  its  winding  brackish  water¬ 
courses  and  large  reed-bordered  lakes.  In  t  he  older  sections  of  this  immense  delta, 
trees  and  thick  bushes  line  the  waterways,  but  in  many  places  the  salt -saturated 
earth  supports  little  vegetation  except  for  tufts  of  salicornia  and  sparse  grasses. 

(97) 


** 


It 


l 


A  line  of  low  sand  dunes  separates  the  area  from  the  sea.  One  of  the  largest  of  the 
shallow  lakes,  together  with  the  many  islands  which  dot  its  seaward  extent,  is  known 
as  the  Camargue.  This  has  been  established  as  a  zoological  and  botanical  preserve 
where  wildlife  remains  relatively  undisturbed,  and  birds  of  many  species  nest  abun¬ 
dantly. 

It  was  along  this  great  expanse  of  water  that  we  walked  one  warm  day  in  late 
August  as  the  rising  sun  began  to  dissolve  the  morning  mist.  While  we  were  attempt¬ 
ing  to  identify  the  sources  of  various  bird  calls  issuing  from  the  undergrowth  at 
the  water* s  edge,  we  were  enthralled  by  the  sight  of  two  tiny  Kingfishers  perched 
in  the  bushes  along  a  water-filled  ditch.  Words  are  not  adequate  to  describe  the 
exquisite  brilliance  of  these  six-inch  sprites.  The  iridescent  sheen  of  blue- 
green  upperparts,  the  bright  red  legs  and  rich  chestnut  breasts  made  them  glitter 
like  living  jewels  in  the  sunlight.  Highly  pleased,  we  moved  on,  and,  as  we  stood 
looking  out  over  the  marsh,  two  Purple  Herons  flew  up,  their  dark  gray  wings  and 
thin  black-striped  necks  showing  clearly  as  they  passed.  Just  off  the  marsh  edge 
were  familiar  Coots  and  a  larger  pale  brown  duck  we  identified  as  a  Red-crested 
Pochard;  it  somewhat  resembled  tha  Redhead  in  shape  arid  actions.  Some  small  birds, 
which  we  at  first  took  to  be  swallows,  were  gliding  over  the  water  catching  insects 
and  occasionally  returning  to  holes  in  a  wave-cut  bank.  Upon  approaching,  we 
immediately  perceived  that  hero  was  something  new  and  different,  and,  when  I 
trained  the  spotting  scope  on  one,  a  fascinating  sight  was  revealed.  This  bird 
had  a  long  down-curved  bill,  projecting  central  tail  feathers,  bright  yellow  throat 
and  back,  shining  blue-green  wings  and  underparts,  and  chestnut  crown,  hape  and 
wing  coverts.  This  was  the  magnificent  Bee-eater,  a  bird  for  which  we  had  eagerly 
been  looking  since  leaving  the  mountains.  It  seemed  to  us  that  these  splendid 
birds  rightly  belonged  in  the  luxuriance  of  some  tropical  forest  instead  of  the 
sparse  vegetation  of  this  Mediterranean  coast  .  Black  Terns  preened  and  sunned 
themselves  in  the  small  ponds  while  among  them  comical  Black-winged  Stilts  teetered 
on  long  pink  logs  as  they  searched  for  food.  A  rather  large  bird,  its  silhouette 
reminding  us  of  a  Jay,  was  perched  on  a  wire  near  the  road.  Drawing  closer,  we 
were  delighted  to  see  that  it  was  a  Roller,  azure  blue  with  bright  chestnut  back 
and  black-bordered  wings.  As  it  flew  awqy  we  heard  its  harsh  chatter  and  loud  deep 
crow-like  call. 

By  this  time  the  mist  over  the  water  had  almost  entirely  disappeared,  so  we 
paused  and  began  to  scan  the  farther  islands.  And  then  we  saw  what  we  had  come 
these  many  miles  to  find.  By  the  hundreds,  row  upon  row,  and  in  scattered  groups 
in  the  shallows  were  the  Flamingos,  which  have  made  this  great  delta  known  to 
ornithologists  from  all  lands.  Many  of  the  Flamingos  were  standing  on  one  leg, 
sleeping,  with  necks  curved  back  and  grotesque  bills  buried  in  their  body  feathers. 
Others  stalked  majestically  through  the  water,  head  and  neck  held  high,  or  probed 
in  the  mud  for  the  minute  crustaceans,  \Ahi  ch  are  their  principal  food.  These  huge 
white  birds,  their  gracefully  curved  necks,  long  pink  legs,  and  crimson  and  black 
wings  contrasting  beautifully  with  the  light  blue  water,  created  a  scene  which  we 
will  remember  for  a  lifetime. 

October  1955  Patricia  and  Bob  Andrle 


WILSON  FIELD  TRIP  -  November  6,  1955 

Sunday,  November  6,  1955,  was  mostly  sunny,  with  temperatures  from  27  to  57, 
and  a  light  southeast  wind  averaging  8.7  m.p.h.  for  the  12  BOS  members  and  friends 
that  went  on  the  field  trip  to  Wilson  and  other  areas  near  the  Lake  Ontario  Shore 
of  western  New  York.  Among  more  than  50  species  of  birds  seen  were  many  of  special 
interest — the  Swan  fLying  low  overhead  and  the  one  resting  on  the  lake,  the  adult 
female  Copper’s  Hawk  that  permitted  us  to  view  it  through  the  telescope  at  close 
range  the  large  number  of  Red-breasted  Nuthatches,  and  the  Gray  Shrike  at  Youngs¬ 
town  Cemetery.  The  most  outstanding  general  feature  of  the  day  was  the  unusually 
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large  variety  and  numbers  of  migrating  finches  and  grosbeaks:  Evening  Grosbeaks, 
Purple  Finch,  Redpolls,  Pine  Siskins,  Goldfinches,  and  White-winged  Crossbills  — 
mostly  flying  over,  but  some  stopping  to  feed,  giving  us  many  fine  opportunities  to 
study  their  appearance,  call  notes,  and  habits.  Most  memorable  of  all,  perhaps, 
were  the  300  Snow  Buntings  and  the  50  Lapland  Longspurs  milling  about  the  cultivated 
field  in  which  we  stood  watching  them. 


Harold  H.  Axtell,  Leader 


C  ON  TRIBUT I  OHS  TO  B.Q.S.  SANCTUARY  FUND 
The  Sanctuary  Committee  gratefully  acknowledges  the  following  contributions: 


Ruth  B.  Avery 

James  Braunberns 

John  H.  Caul 

Helen  M.  Creighton 

Leila  &  Ed  Cummiskey 

Rose  Facklam 

Erma  Fisk 

Arthur  F.  Freitag 

Albcrtene  Glenny 

Philip  Greene 

Betty  &  Axel  Heilborn 

Virginia  Hickman 

La  ur  en  c  e  C  .  J dim  s  on 

Eleanor  &  Ray  C.  Kirsch 

Harriet  &  Walter  Klabunde 

Ward  fk  Mrs.  Klepfer 

Clayton  T.  Knox 

Wilmer  H.  Koch 

James  H.  Lewis 


Morcedeth  Lovelace 
Mrs.  Lloyd  Mansfield 
Lois  &  Peter  Y.  Matlock 
William  H.  &  Mrs.  McShane 
Harold  D.  Mitchell 
Howard  Osgood 
Claude  Parker 

Eugenia  &  Kathryn  Pra ©massing 
Carol  &  Malcolm  Renfrew 
Alva  &  Harold  Rice 
Art  Schaffner 

George  M.  &  William  A.  Smith 
Robert  A ,  Sundell 
Alice  &  Edward  Ulrich 
Alfred  D.  '"ander 
Margaret  &  Marie  Handling 
Mildred  Baker  Williamson 
Ruth  &  Frank  Witebsky 


The  sum  so  far  (Jan.  5)  amounts  to  #491,  and  the  checks  have  been  mailed  weekly  to 
our  Treasurer.  In  as  much  as  many  members  have  not  yet  sent  in  contributions,  we 
still  hope  to  reach  our  minimum  goal  of  $1,000.  Please  address  your  contribution 
to  Axel  Heilborn,  1020  Creekside  Drive,  Niagara  Falls,  New  York. 


PROGRAM  -  MEETINGS 


Regular  meetings  are  in  the  Humboldt  Room  of  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  at  8:00 
P.M.  on  Wednesdays. 

Jan.  11  -  Report  of  the  Christmas  Bird  Count  -  William  C.  Vaughan 
Jan.  25  -  Kodachromes  -  Winston  Brockner 


PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 


Sunday,  Jan.  8  -  Wilson  and  Lake  Ontario  Plain.  Leader:  Irving  Woldman.  Meet  at 

University  Plaza  -  Main  and  Kenmore  at  7:30  A.M. 

Sunday,  Jan.  22  -  Grand  Island.  Leader:  Edward  Ulrich.  Meet  at  Delaware  and  Hertel 

at  8:30  A.M. 

****** 

Please  mail  your  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  third  day  of  the  follow¬ 
ing  month  to  Cyril  T.  Wolf ling,  Box  87,  Alden,  New  York 
EDITOR:  Ray  McCann,  59  Anderson  Place,  Buffalo  22,  New  York 

TREASURER :  Ray  Kirsch,  159  Pleasant  Ave.,  Hamburg,  New  York  (99) 
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